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PREFACE 


The  long  period  (1G3 4-1  TO-'J)  of  tlie  T'reiicli  ro^inie  is  tlir; 
most  roiriantic  cli:i])ier  in  the  history  of  Wisconsin.  ]]ut  its 
dctuils  h.ave  in  hir^c  nuTisnrc  boon  inuccos.-il)l&  snvc  to  those 
historical  S])Oci:il!s(s  who  had  oj)])ortiin it y  to  woi'k  in  tho 
archives  of  holh  hh-ance  and  Canaihi.  [in fortunately,  tlio  con- 
t(Mn])orary  f'i'eih'li  docunicnis  heretofoi'e  ])nhlislicd  in  our  Cor.- 
i.ECTiOKs  have  unsatisfactory  in  nunilx-r  and  range,  'idie 

student  of  that  time,  seeldng  thoroughly  to  kuow  Wisconsin  nn- 
der  the  dominiUion  of  I'^nnice,  has  hee]i  coin})elh'd  to  su])|)l('nient 
tht^  (\_)Lij;(;'r!().\s  w  illi  investigations  (dseNN'lierc — eliiclly  in  tlio 
old  Jesuit  Rchiliojis,  Perrot's  lilci/ioirc,  La  ]*olherie's  Ilistoirr, 
Charlevoix's  llisloirc,  iMargry^s  Dccouvcrtcs,  the  Kcw  York 
Colonial  DocuiiKids,  and  tlie  calendar  entries  in  l>ryniner's 
Canadian  Archives. 

A  varioly  of  reasons  liavo  cons])ire(l  to  prc^vent  a  f\dler  pres- 
entation of  nniterial  in  our  series— chi(d'  ot"  tliese  was  the  hick 
of  funds  for  researches  in  the  Paris  archives,  anil  for  the  trans- 
cription and  translation  of  documents  when  foumh  The  tinio 
has  now  arrived,  however,  when  the  Society  iinds  itscdf  enahled 
properly  to  ])uhlish  the  most  important  documents  concerning 
this  epoch  in  Wisconsin  history.  The  rec(>nt  edition  of  the 
Jesuit  lidalions  and  Allied  Doeumcids  has  nn\d(*  available, 
nuich  of  it  for  the  lirst  time,  a  consideralih^  mass  id'  mnlcriMl 
bearing  upon  the  French  regime  in  the  Xorihwest  ;  ini<l  im- 
portant investigations  have  been  conducletl  during  recent  yearr< 
in  behalf  of  this  Society  and  of  simihir  bodies,  in  the  g.niu'n- 
inental  archi\  (  s  of  Paris.  l^roui  this  store  ot'  new  material  and 
that  v/hicli  has  alr(\uly  a])p(\ir(Ml  in  the  s(n'(M-al  j^ublieations 
above  named,  it  has  at  last  b(^C()me  p(vssibh'  to  mak(^  a  reasonnbly 
full  presentation  of  tlu^  most  iuiporlnni  documents  rclalitig  to 
tlio  wide  fur  trade  region  of  the  upper  (Jreat  Lakes,  of  which 
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what  is  now  Wisconsin  then  fonno<l  an  integral  part.  The  re- 
sult is  so  satisfactory  that  it  is  foitimate  tliat  an  earlier  publi- 
cation was  not  attempted;  for  not  until  now  has  such  couiplete 
treatment  been  practicable. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  state  that  tlie  originals  of  all 
these  documents  were  Avritten  in  tlie  French  language,  the 
greater  number  of  them  being  Englished  for  this  volume;  tlie 
principal  excerptions  are  those  borrowed  direct  from  the  Xew 
York  Colonial  Doanncnts,  which  were  translated  under  the  ed- 
itorship of  E.  E.  O'Callaghan.  In  earlier  years,  editors  of  his- 
torical material  Avere  less  solicitous  than  the  present  generation, 
to  reproduce  originals  veihalini  ct  lilevatim.  Eiberties  were 
frc^dy  taken,  especially  Avith  manuscripts,  which  often  were 
modernized  and  otherwise  ''imj)roved"  out  of  all  sc-udilaiice ; 
thus  w^as  history  falsified  in  a  measure,  for  it  is  only  by  having 
before  us  the  origimil  document,  or  an  exact  reproduction  of  it 
(so  far  as  ty]:)Ography  permits),  that  Ave  can  fairly  study  the 
Avriter  and  his  times.  Sucli  documents  as  Ave  have  reproduced 
from  the  originals,  are,  in  accordance  Avith  the  custom  f-f  ibis 
series,  presented  Avith  such  of  their  textual  eccentricities  as  can 
be  expressed  in  translation;  those  copied  from  other  published 
collections  are  necessarily  as  therein  given  —  in  most  cases,  obvi- 
otisly  modernized  in  form,  although  doubtless  otherAvise  tiiiim- 
paired,  save  for  possible  unintentional  errors  in  transcription 
and  translatioij.  The  original  transcripts  luade  for  us  in  Paris, 
are  preserA'ed  in  the  Society's  library. 

It  has  been  deemed  k'st  to  present  tlie  nuiterial  in  chrtaio- 
logical  sequence,  regardless  of  source.  In  each  case  the  source 
is  indicated,  for  tlu;  beiictlt  of  scholars  Avbo  may  wi>h  to  coiisidt 
the  original,  and  such  exphniatory  notes  are  given  hs  seviii  es- 
sential to  the  elucidation  of  the  text.  That  the  sericK  inny  W 
complete,  references  are  nuule,  in  their  ])roj)er  place,  to  ddcii- 
irients  previously  published  in  these  ('oi.i.kctions.  In  the  case 
of  the  Jesuit  .RcJ(i(i())is,  only  synopses  are  for  the  mo^t  part 
given,  for  the  reason  that  the  new  tHliti(Ui  (in  73  volunu  s)  is  now 
<)btainabl(>  in  many  of  the  libraries  ol'  tlie  Xoi  tbwi  -I  altJioupli 
S(mic  of  tli(^  most  important  W'iseousin  material  therein  is  lu»rc 
reprodueeil  in  full.     Docunients  iVom  other  soums  are  usually 
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fjiveu  in  cxlenso,  onlv  such  matter  beiuij,-  omitted  as  either  di«l 
not  como  within  our  historical  field,  or  ap[)eared  to  tlie  Editor 
needlessly  detailed  for  the  present  i)urpose.  In  a  few  cases, 
v.-liere  documents  are  either  to<3  ])rofuse  or  are  unavailable,  a 
synoptical  editorial  note  covers  tlie  period  sutHcicnlly  for  the 
average  student  —  references  being  given  to  more  abundant 
sources. 

Owijig  to  the  great  extent  of  the  material,  it  has  been  found 
ini[)0ssible  to  include  all  of  it  Avithin  this  \'ulun!e,  tlie  size  of 
which 'is  restricted  by  la  w.  A  considerabh^  j)oi-tion  of  vol.  xvii 
will  be  occu])ied  with  the  remain(h'r  of  the  d'»cuni(Mits,  which 
carry  us  to  the  downfall  of  Xew  France,  in  1703. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  ot"  these  documents  may 
greiitly  renew  both  popular  and  scholarly  interest  in  the  ])eri()d 
v.'lien  the  region  of  the  upper  Great  Lakes  was  a  part  of  Xew 
France.  The  story  here  reveahnl  is  one  possessing  g'reat  inter- 
est to  the  student  of  civilization,  as  well  as  of  ^Vcstern  history. 

With  the  simple  record  in  the  Jesuit  licldllons  of  Xicolei's 
voyage  in  IGoI  (or  possibly  1G3S),  we  aco  the  French  —  im- 
pelled by  desire  for  empire,  for  trad(^,  and  for  religious  proselyt- 
ing—  first  reaching  out  to  the  Northwest.  \Vitli  this  event,  the 
annals  of  our  region  begin.  For  many  years,  these'  concern  al- 
most wholly  the  migrations  and  wars  of  Indian  trib(\-^,  and  llic 
operations  of  a  few  advc^nturous  fur-traders.  At  first  I  lie  ac- 
counts are  shadowy  in  character,  having  reached  the  French 
at  the  settlements  on  the  St.  l.awrcuice  river  through  devious 
channels  of  re[)ort,  for  few  white  men  had  as  yet  jtenet  rated 
to  these  far-away  ^\ilds;  and  most  of  the  ex))lorers  were  unli- 
censed traih^-s  whose  interests  did  not  lie  in  spreading  knuwh  dge 
of  their  wanderi iii;s.  \\\\  find  the  \\'iunebai:o(>-;  (Puanls),  an 
outcast  trilx^  of  the  Sioiiaii  stock,  re])orl(Ml  a^  being,  in  ihe  mid- 
dle! of  tlui  sev(Miteenlh  century,  jiowerfidly  <  ntriuiclied  upon 
Grecui  l>ay,  tyrannizing  over  tludr  AlgoiKpiiau  neighbors,  the 
MiMioiuoiUM's,  Po!  tawiil  tDiiiies,  Sacs,  l'\)\es,  K' ielxa])OM.s,  and 
l\rascout(>ns ;  and  criudly  b(iraying  tlu^  Ollawas  and  Illinois, 
whoso  envoys  tluvy  '*t;ook(Ml  in  tludr  k(^ttli>s."  The  Oltawas  first 
foriiHsl  a  war-l(^agu(^  against  the  Winnebagix-s,  whom  tin\v  }ul.i- 
lessly  scourged;  laler,  the  lllin()is  h(\ided  a  similar  t'ot\>pir.ii'y, 


xiv 


PREP  ACE. 


"which  almost  anniliilatcd  the  Winnebago  tyrants,  the  survivors 
retreating  to  the  borders  of  I^ake  Winne])ago. 

Soon  after  these  events,  the  alheonquering  Iroquois,  engaged 
in  devastating  raids  upon  the  tribes  dwelling  along  the  eastern 
sliores  of  Lake  Huron,  drove  northward  the  liurons  and  Otta- 
was,  wlio  established  themselves  at  Mackinac,  at  I'hunder  Ijay 
and  Point  Keweenaw  on  Lake  Superior,  and  on  -ihe  ishmds 
at  the  mouth  of  Green  Lay.  About  IGoo-oT),  the  Irovpiois  pur- 
sued the  fugitives  into  these  hiding-places,  and  drove  them  still 
farther  westward,  altliough  not  without  some  severe  reverses. 
The  new  retreat  of  the  liurons  and  Ottawas  was  on  tlie  ^\estx?rn 
waters  of  Wisconsin,  where  at  last  tlicy  were  comparatively  safe 
from  Iroquois  incursions.  lq)on  bulh  sides  of  the  upper  ^lis- 
sissippi  they  found  powerful  Siuux  Iribes,  disposed  to  weloouie 
tlic  newcomers,  who  brought  to  them  articdes  (;f  irtui  obtained 
from  Frencli  fur-traders  who  liad  not  yet  penetrated  to  the 
Sioux.  Lut  tlie  impolitic  fu.gilives  repaid  their  kind  hosts  with 
base  treachery,  and  the  latter  turned  up;<n  tliem  with  fury. 
This  led  the  liurons  and  Ottawas  to  seek  seclusion  at  the  head- 
wat<}rs  of  the  Llack  and  other  west-llowing  rivej.-,  and  on  the 
isolated  shores  of  Checpuunegon  Lay.  It  might  have  been  pre- 
sumed that  the  strangers  would  now  learn  to  kcc])  tlic  jieace; 
but  finding  that  the  Sioux  did  not  follow^  tliem,  they  sent 
against  tho  latter  war-parties,  wliich  frequently  m.et  defeat, 
although  the  Sioux  were  singularly  indulgent  and  allowcvl  the 
ungratefid  fugitives  tluu-eafler  to  live  in  ])eace  for  several  years. 

This  was  the  situation  wheii  Ladiss(ui  and  Ciiroseilliers  came 
to  Wisconsin  (1054-01),  and  ti-ade<l  on  (Miequamegon  Lay  and 
explored  the  interior;  ^vl!en  tlu^  Ji\sui(,  r\Ienard  established 
(1000-01)  the  first  mission  on  Lake  SuptU'ior,  at  Point  Ke- 
weena.w,  and  met  death  on  the  \i])per  wat(>rs  of  Wisconsin  river 
whih^  attem])ting  to  reach  the  liurons  encamjicd  ("U  the  h«  ad- 
waters  of  the  Llack;  when  Alloucv,  founded  (  lOOo)  tl:e  .lcc?uit 
mission  of  La  I^ointc*  on  ( 1i(Mpuimeg<ui  Lay;  ami  wln-n  ^Inr- 
quett(*  succeeded  Allou(>z  at  La  Ltu'ntc^  (10(»lO.  Svhui  after 
Marquette's  arrival,  tlu^  liurons  and  Oltawas  again  goaded  the 
Sioux  into  anger,  and  wiM'e  obliged,  willi  their  missionary,  \o 
(1071)  from  th(^  threalt'ued  st<u"m  -  the  liurons  {o  "Macki- 
nac, and  the'  Oltawas  to  ^^Lmitoulin  L^land  in  Lake  Huron. 
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After  the  coming  of  Allouez,  we  find  Lake  Superior  fre- 
quently mentioned  in  the  Jesuit  liclatioii^.  The  attention  of 
both  priests  and  laymen  was  early  attraeled  to  the  copper  mines, 
which  receive  nmch  attention  from  the  annali.'^ts  of  tliat  time. 
The  lake  is  also  regarded  as  a  promising  seat  for  missionary  en- 
terprises, because  of  tlie  many  nations  that  frequent  its  shores 
for  fishing  and  trading  purposes.  Ihit  upon  the  retreat  of  ^lar- 
quette,  the  Jesuits  abandoned  the  field. 

Rivers  and  lakes  were  the  primitive  highways  followed  by  the 
French  explorers.  Within  the  region  now  known  as  Wisconsin, 
the  sources  of  divergent  water  systems  intei'laced  —  here  was  the 
parting  of  the  ways.  To  Wisconsin  portage-})aths,  especially  to 
that  between  the  3^'ox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  the  explorers  were 
early  led;  thus  topographical  peculiarities  caused  Wisconsin  to 
Ix'come  known  to  the  French  at  a  time  when  the  Puritans  of 
ITassachusetts  had  not  ventured  far  bey(uul  the  sound  of  tJie  sea. 

Nicolet  and  Eadisson  and  Groseilliers  had  sought  the  shores 
of  Green  Bay,  the  u])}K:'r  end  of  the  ])ath  to  the  .Mississi})i)i ; 
and  Allouez  had  established  a  Jesuit  mission  there,  before  .Mar- 
quette left  Lake  Superior.  The  centre  of  interest  now  shifted 
to  this  region  ;  thenceforth  our  documents  are  chiefly  concerned 
with  the  exploitation  of  the  Fox-Wisconsin  waterway  and  the 
lands  to  which  it  led. 

Li  Penot's  Mcinoire  and  the  Jesuit  liclations  we  have  our 
earliest  detailed  accounf.s  of  tlu^,  life  and  customs  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin tribes,  gaining  from  them  vi\id  im])ressions  of  the  Iiulians 
as  they  were  when  hrst  encountered  by  white  men.  From  the^o 
documents  we  obtain  a  clear  view  of  the  attitude  of  the  savages 
to  the  newcomers;  and  tlu^  argumcMits  resorted  to  hy  the  latter 
to  induce  the  liibesincn  to  abandon  their  simple  life  nnd  fori- 
ously  to  take  up  the  business  of  supplying  Frenchmen  with  pel- 
tries, in  exchange  for  white  men's  clothimr,  utensils,  weapons, 
and  ornaments.  Tlie  elTcet  of  this  iutoreour.-e  on  th(^  Fniicli 
thenis(dves  is  readily  ti'aeed,  ^\ith  tlic  lowering  of  stand- 
ards on  the  ])art  of  both  i-aees  as  tiny  sought  to  mcvt  on  com- 
mon ground.  Tbe  gradual  growth  of  the  Jesuit  missions; 
the  s])r('ad  of  th(^  fur  ti;ule,  with  llu*  (H-onomic  and  s«H'i;il  revo- 
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domoralizatioii  whicli  often  resulted,  thus  iiullifyiDg  missionary 
influence;  the  introduction  of  military  posts,  to  protect  the 
traders  and  to  connect  Canada  and  Louisiana  Ijy  an  arcli  of 
armed  occupation  in  Avhicli  Wisconsin  was  the  keystone — the 
development  of  all  these  moveuients  is  clearly  recorded  in  the 
documents  herein  presented.  Only  through  a  knowledge  of 
them,  can  early  Wisconsin  history  he  fully  understood. 

The  story  revealed  hy  tlio  documeuts  aljounds  in  dramatic  in- 
cidents: Xicolet,  ho])ing  to  find  Chinamen  on  tlie  shores  of 
Green  Bay;  war-parties  of  half-naked  Iroquois,  .Vlgonquians, 
and  Sioux,  chasing  each  other  in  the  dark  Wisconsin  forests, 
with  the  intention  of  literally  devouring  tlie  vancpiished;  Radis- 
son  and  Groseilliers,  seekiug  peltries  and  fierce  adventures; 
stout-hearted  sons  of  Lo3'ola  en(h'a\-ori]ig  to  win  our  painted 
savages  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Cross;  courcui's  dt:  ])ois  like  i*er- 
rot,  Du  Luth,  La  Salle,  and  Le  Sueur,  exploiting  for  gain  far- 
stretching  forests  and  waterways;  Joliet  and  Marquette  dis- 
covering the  ^Mississippi  at  Prairie  du  Chien;  ILenncpin,  wiih 
Ids  curious  experiences  as  a  captive  among  the  Sioux;  and 
finally,  the  Lox  War,  a  dreary  halt'-century  of  spasmodic  con- 
flict, which  absorhed  the  attention  and  h(d])(Ml  drain  the  treasury 
of  IS^ew  France,  contributing  not  a  little  to  her  downfall. 

Ifighly  significant  are  the  revelations  of  the  duplicity  and 
practical  dishonesty  of  nuiny  of  the  French  military  oiiiceri  in 
the  lYorthwest,  esjKK'ially  during  the  last  fifty  or  sixty  years  of 
the  old  regime.  An  a])pointnient  to  a  frontier  post  was  often 
brought  about  by  corru[)t  iniluence.  Thci  ai)])ointee  sought  at 
every  turn  to  eni'ich  himself  at  the  expense^  of  both  tlie  Indians 
and  the  king.  ('barges  of  corrupt i*»n  Avere  freely  bandied  to 
and  fro;  and  throughout  the  system,  from  gov(M*nor  down  to  the 
smallest  commandant,  one  detects  tlie  juwsence  of  spies  and  in- 
formers, with  the  usual  a(!eomi)aninuuit  of  malice  and  shunler. 
It  is  a  sorry  pielun^,  but  characteristic  <>f  N"ew  I'^rance. 

In  the  pre])aration  of  material  for  this  volume,  which  shedd 
so  much  new  light  on  tbe  earliest  chapter  of  Wisconsin  liis- 
^,ory,  a  large  share  of  tli(>  work  has  (aWcw  to  Miss  Knnna  UMen 
lUair,  chief  of  the  Division  of  Map^  :>iid  ManuM-ripts  in  tlie 
Library  of  the  ScH'ietv.     ^liss  lUair's  long  stM-vice  as  AssisUnt 
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Editor  of  the  Jesuit  Relations  and  Allied  Docunienis  has  well 
qualified  her  for  a  task  of  tiiis  character.  Acknowled^'ineiits 
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THE  FRENCH  REGIME  IN  WISCONSIN- 1. 


1634:  JEAN  NICOLET'S  VISIT  TO  WISCONSIN. 
[From  the  Jesuit  Relation  of  16-12-13.] 

He  came  to  ]^e\v  France  in  tlie  year  sixteen  hundred 
eighteen ;  and  forasnincli  as  his  nature  and  excellent  memory 
inspired  good  hopes  of  him,  he  was  sent  to  winter  with  the 
Island  Algonquins,  in  order  to  learn  their  language.^  Ho 
tarried  with  them  two  years,  alone  of  the  French,  and  always 
joined  the  Barbarians  in  their  excursions  and  journeys — un- 
dergoing such  fatigues  as  none  but  eyewitnesses  can.  conceive ; 
he  often  passed  seven  or  eight  days  without  food,  and  once,  full 
seven  weeks  with  no  other  nourishment  tlian  a  little  bark  from 
the  trees.  He  accompanied  fuur  hundred  Algonquins,  who 
went  during  that  time  to  nud^e  peace  with  the  ]  Fyroquois,  which 
ho  successfully  accomplished;  and  would  to  (iiod  that  it  had 
never  hcen  broken,  fov  then  we  would  not  now  be  sutfering  the 
calamities  which  move  us  to  groans,  and  which  must  be  an  ex- 
traordinary impediment  in  the  way  of  converting  these  tribes. 
After  this  treaty  of  peace,  he  went  to  live  eight  or  nine  years 
with  the  AIg(m(piin  Nipissiriniens,  where  he  passed  for  one  of 
that  nation,  taki ug  ])art  in  the  very  freipu^it  councils  of  those 
tribes,  having  his  own  separat(^  cabin  aud  housidj^dd,  and  tishing 
and  trading  for  himself.  He  was  Hnally  recalled,  and  ap- 
pointed Agent  and  1  nt(M-j)r(^((M'.  While  in  the  exercise  of  this 
ofiice,  he  wa'S  (hdegaled  (o  make*  a  journey  to  tlu^  nation  called 
People  of  tlic  sea,  and  arrange  ])eace  ))etween  them  and  tlio 
Hurons,   from  whom   tlH\y   nvo,   distnut   about    three  hundred 

JKeg:ardiiig  Jcaii  Nicolet  and  his  oxploraLiotus.  stn*  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs., 
viii,  pp.  1S8  101;  x,  pp.  11-46;  xi,  pp.  1  2.').  — Ei>. 
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leagues^  WcslAvard.  lie  cinLarked  in  ilio  Iliirfin  cunutrv,  Avith 
seven  Savages;  and  tliey  passed  l)y  many  small  nations,  Loth  go 
ing  and  returning.  When  tliey  arrived  at  tlieir  destination, 
tliey  fastened  two  sticks  in  the  earth,  and  linng  gifts  therrou, 
so  as  to  relieve  those  tribes  from  llie  notion  of  mistaking  them 
for  enemies  to  he  nnissacred.  AVhen  lie  was  two  days'  j<-'nr- 
m-.j  from  that  nation,  he  sent  one  of  those  Savages  to  l>eiir  tid- 
ings of  the  peace,  which  word  was  es])ecially  well  received 
when  they  heard  that  it  was  a  Enrojican  wlio  carric-d  tlie  mes- 
sage; they  despatched  several  young  men  to  meet  the  ]\ranitoni- 
ririioii — that  is  to  say,  ''the  wonderful  man."  They  meet 
him;  the}'  escort  him,  and  carry  all  his  haggage.  ITe  wore  a 
grand  rohe  of  China  damask,  all  sti'ciwn  with  floAvers  and  hirds 
of  many  coloi'S.  Xo  sooner  did  tliey  perceive  liini  than  tlie 
women  a^id  children  tied,  at  the  sight  of  a  man  wdio  carried 
thunder  in  both  hands  —  for  thus  they  called  the  two  ])i^tol3 
that  he  held.  The  news  of  his  coming  (piickly  sjiread  to  the 
places  round  about,  ami  there  assembled  four  or  five  tliousand 
men.  Each  of  the  chief  men  made  a  feast  for  him,  and  at  ono 
of  these  banquets  they  served  at  least  sixscore  Jieavers.-  The 
peace  was  con(duded;  he  returned  to  the  llurons,  and  some  timo 
later  to  the  three  Jiivers,  Avhere  he  continued  his  cm])loyment 
as  Agent  and  Interpreter,  to  tlu;  great  satisfaction  of  both  tlio 
French  and  the  Savages,  by  whom  li(>  was  e(pmlly  and  singu- 
larly loved.  In,  so  far  as  his  (jIHcc  allowed,  he  vigorously  co- 
oj)era(ed  with  onr  b'athcj-s  for  the  con\-crsion  of  those  ])eoples, 

1  Distances  are  usually  given  in  leagues  by  early  French  explorers  in 
America;  but  they  use  the  term  only  aiiproximately.  as  ihey  estimated 
instead  of  measuring  distances.  The  standard  French  blague  is  about 
2.42  English  miles;  the  common  league  is  2.7G  of  these  The  arpeut 
is  an  old  French  measure  of  distance,  used  in  measuring  land,  equiva- 
lent to  about  192  English  feet  (linear).  Another  old  French  measure 
was  the  brasse,  e(]uival(Mit  to  ^.318  English  feet.— Ed. 

'Le  Jeune  mentions  (Jcs.  L'i  Jul  ions,  xviii.  pp.  231  '2',]:))  the  tribes  soon 
by  Nicolet  in  Wisconsin  —  IMenomonees.  Winnebagoes.  Mnsooutcns.  and 
Pottawattomies.  Tlu>  date  of  his  visit  must  have  been  lt>:)l.  aeoording 
to  Suite  (Mvlangcs  d'hisloirc.  pp.  120.  KUl)  and  HuttorHeld  (niscovcry 
of  N 07-th west,  pp.  42  l.'j);  but  Ilebberd  argues  (Wisconsin  umlvr  French 
Dominion,  pp.  14  17)  that  UI3S  is  nn)re  neaily  correct. —  En. 
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Avliom  lie  could  shape  and  bend  howsoever  he  ^vould,  Avilh  a  skill 
that  can  hardly  Lc  matched. — Jesuit  Ilclailons  (Cleveland  re- 
issue), xxiii,  pp.  275-279.^ 


BETWEEN  1640  AND  1G60:    TRIBES  AND  TRIBAL  Y\'ARS  ABOUT 

GREEN  BAY. 

[From  Bacqiieville  de  la  Potlierie's  Histoire  de  VAmcrique  Septen- 
irionale,  published  at  Paris  in  3  722,  and  again  in  1753.  The  author  v/as 
a  French  historian  of  the  late  seventeenth  and  early  eighteenth  cen- 
turies.   In  1G97  he  visited  Hudson  Bay  as  royal  commissioner.] 

This  [Green]  Bay  is  forty  leagues  in  depth;  its  width  at  the 
entrance  is  eight  or  ten  leagues,  gradually  diminishing  until 
at  the  farthest  end  it  is  but  two  leagues  wide.  The  mouth  ia 
closed  by  seven  islands,  which  must  be  doubled  in  voyaging  to 
the  Islinois.  The  Bay  is  on  the  iSTorthwestern  side  of  the  lake, 
and  extends  toward  tlie  Southwest;  at  the  entrance  is  ii  small 
village,  composed  of  pcopk^.  gathered  from  vari«ais  nations  — 
Avho,  wishing  to  connneiid  themselves  to  their  neighbors,  have 
cleared  some  lands  there,  and  atlect  to  entertain  all  who  Pass 
that  way.  Liberality  is  a  characteristic  greatly  admired  among 
tlie  Savages;  and  it  is  the  proper  thing  for  llu^  Chiefs  to  lavish 
all  their  possessions,  if  they  desire  to  be  esteemed.  Accord- 
ingly, they  liave  exerted  themselves  to  receive  Strangers  hos- 
pitably, who  find  among  them  whatever  provisions  are  in  sea- 
son; and  they  like  nothing  lu^Uer  than  to  hear  that  otliers  are 
praising  tlu^r  generosity. 

The  Bouteouatemis,  Sakis,  and  Malhomini^-'  dwell  there;  and 
there  are  four  Cabins,  the  remains  of  the  Xadonaichs.  a  tribe 

lAll  citations  in  this  volume  from  the  Jesuit  JUhilions  refer  to  the 
above  edition. —  Ei). 

-These  arc  variants  of  the  names  Pottawattomies.  Saos;.  and  Monom- 
onees.  Puans  (Puants)  v/as  the  name  applied  by  (lie  French  to  the 
Winnebagoes;  the  word  was  an  erroneous  translation  of  (he  Algonkin 
word  Ouinlpcg,  which  appears  in  the  modern  names  Winnipeg  and  Wln- 
nebagoes.  See  Jcs.  Rvhitions,  xv,  pp.  155,  2i7;  xvi.  203;  xviii.  231; 
xxxiii,  151;  xxxviii,  231);  xli,  71),  185;  xlv.  211). -En. 
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which  has  been  entirely  destroyed  by  the  Iroquois.  In  fonner 
times,  the  Puans  were  the  masters  of  this  Bay,  and  of  a  great 
extent  of  adjoining  country.  This  Xation  was  a  populous  one, 
very  redoubtable,  and  spared  no  one;  thej'  violated  all  the  laws 
of  nature;  they  were  Sodomites,  and  even  had  intercourse  with 
beasts.  If  any  stranger  came  among  them,  he  was  cooked  in 
their  kettles.  The  ^lalhomiiiis  were  the  only  tribe  who  main- 
tained relations  with  them;  they  did  not  dare  even  to  complain 
of  their  tyranny.  Those  Tribes  believed  themselves  the  most 
powerful  in  the  Universe ;  they  declared  war  on  all  ]^ation3 
whom  they  could  discover,  although  they  had  only  stone  knives 
and  hatchets.  They  did  not  desire  to  have  connnerce  with  the 
French.  The  Outaouaks  [Ottawas],  notwithstanding,  sent  to 
them  Envoys,  whom  they  had  the  cruelly  to  eat.  This  crime 
incensed  all  the  ^^Tations,  who  formed  a  Tuiion  with  the  Out- 
aouaks, on  account  of  the  protection  accorded  to  them  l)y  the 
latter  under  the  auspices  of  the  French,  from  whom  thej  re- 
ceived weapons  and  all  sorts  of  merchandise.  They  made  fre- 
quent Expeditions  against  the  l^uuis,  \\ho  were  giving  tliem 
much  trouble ;  and  then  followed  Civil  wars  among  the  Puaiis — 
who  re})roached  one  another  for  their  ill-fortune,  brought  upon 
them  by  the  perfidy  of  those  who  had  slain  the  Envoys,  since 
the  latter  had  brought  them  knives,  bodkins,  ami  many  <)ther 
useful  articles,  of  which  they  had  had  no  ju-evious  knowhMlgo. 
When  they  found  that  they  were  being  vigorously  attacke<l, 
they  were  compelled  to  unite  all  their  forces  in  on(*  village, 
where  they  nund)ered  four  or  live  llioiisan<l  meu  ;  but  maladies 
wrought  among  them  moi'e  devastation  thnn  even  the  war  did, 
and  the  exhalations  from  the  I'otting  corpses  caused  great  mor- 
tality, 'i'hey  could  not  bury  the  dviid,  nnd  were  sunn  nMlnced 
to  fifteen  hundred  meu.  Despite  all  these  misfortunes,  they 
sent  a  party  of  live  hundred  warriors  against  the  Outaganiis, 
who  dwelt  on  the  other  shore  of  the  lake;  Init  all  those  men 
perished,  while  nuddug  that,  journ(\v,  bv  a  temi)i\-t  which  an>sc\ 
Their  enemies  wen^  nu)ved  by  tiiis  disastiu*,  and  said  that  the 
Gods  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  so  numy  ]>unishments ;  n>  thoy 
ceased  nuddng  war  on  those  wlio  nMnaiuiMl.  .Ml  tliese  soo\irg»\s 
which  ought  to  havt^  gonc^  houu'  to  their  consv-ieucc^,  seemed 


164O-60J  FRENCH  REGIME  IN  WISCONSIN. 


5 


oiily  to  increase  tlieiv  iiiiciiiities.  All  Savaacs  avIio  liave  not  yet 
('iiil)rac(Hl  llic  dirisliaii  failli  liavc  tlic  notion  lliat  tlic  souls  of 
the  (le})ai't(Hl,  (\sjK'cially  of  tlios<5  wlio  liavo  been  slain,  can  not 
rest  in  peace  nnless  their  relatives  avenge  their  death ;  it  is 
jiecessary,  therefore,  to  sacrilicc  victims  to  their  shades,  if  tlieir 
friends  wish  to  solace  tlieni.  This  Lelief,  Avliicli  animated 
those  barbarians,  inspired  in  them  an  ardent  desire  to  satisfy 
the  manes  of  their  ancestors,  or  to  perish  ntterlv;  but,  seeing 
that  this  was  impossible  for  them,  they  Avere  obliged  to  check 
their  resentment — they  felt  too  luimiliated  in  the  sight  of  all 
the  Nations  to  dare  undertake  any  such  enterprise.  The  de- 
spair, the  cruel  memory  of  their  losses,  and  the  destitution  to 
which  they  were  reduced,  made  it  still  more  diHicult  for  them  to 
find  favorable  opportunities  for  providing  their  subsistence; 
the  frequent  raids  of  their  enemies  had  even  dispersed  the 
game;  and  famine  was  the  last  scourge  that  attacked  them. 

Then  the  Islinois,  touched  w^ith  couipassiun  for  these  un- 
fortunates, sent  live  hundr(jd  men,  among  whom  were  fifty  of 
the  most  i)rominent  pei'sons  in  their  Nation,  to  carry  them  a 
liberal  supply  of  provisions.  Those  ]\ran-eaters  received  them 
at  first  with  the  utmost  gratitude ;  l)ut  at  the  same  time  they 
meditated  taking  revenge  for  their  loss  by  the  sacrifice  which 
they  meant  to  nud^e  of  the  Islinois  to  the  shad(\s  of  their  dead. 
Accordingly,  they  erected  a  great  cabin  iu  which  to  lodge  these 
new  guests.  As  it  is  a  custom  among  the  Savages  to  provide 
dances  and  public  games  on  splendid  occasions,  the  Puans 
made  ready  for  a  dance  ex])ressly  for  theii-  guests.  AVhile  the 
Islinois  wore  engaged  in  dancing,  tlie  Vuaus  cut  their  bow- 
strings, and  immedial(dy  flung  ihemsclves  upon  ihe  Islinois, 
imissacred  IIkmii,  not,  sparing  onc^  nnin,  and  uukIc  a  c:<^ncral 
Feast  (d'  iheir  ilesh  ;  the  eiudosure  of  that  cabin,  aud  the  mel- 
ancholy i-enuiins  of  the  victims,  may  still  be  scimi.  'I'Ik*  Puans 
rightly  judged  that  all  tlu^  Nations  Avould  league  themselves 
together  to  take  vengejnice  for  the  massacre  of  the  Islinois  and 
for  their  own  cruel  ingratilu<h'  toward  tluit  ]MM)ph\  ;ind  re- 
solved to  abandon  tlu^  ])lace  which  {\\vy  wvvc  occupying.  Put. 
bel'oi'c^  they  took  l!iat  linal  step,  each  reproached  himself  (or 
that  crime;  some  dreamed  at  night,  that  their  faniili(\s  were  be- 
ing carried  away,  and  others  thought  that  th<  v  sav;  on  every 
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side  frightful  spectres,  who  threatened  them.  They  took  refuge 
in  an  Island,  which  has  since  been  swept  away  by  the  ice-floes. 

The  Islinois,  finding-  that  their  people  did  not  return,  sent  out 
S(>nio  iiK.'u  lo  bring  news  of  theiii.  Thuy  arrived  at  the  Puan 
village,  which  they  found  abandoned;  but  from  it  they  descried 
the  smoke  from  the  one  which  had  just  been  established  in  that 
island.  The  Islinois  saw  only  tlie  ruins  of  the -Cabins,  and 
the  bones  of  many  liunum  beings  which,  they  concluded,  were 
those  of  their  own  people.  When  they  carried  back  to  their 
country  this  sad  news,  only  Aveeping  and  lamentation  were 
heard;  they  sent  word  of  their  loss  to  their  Allies,  who  olfered 
to  assist  them.  The  Puans,  who  knew  that  the  Islinois  did  not 
use  Canoes,  were  sure  that  in  that  Island  they  were  safe  from 
all  affrojits.  Tlie  Islinois  were  every  day  consoled  by  those 
who  had  learned  of  their  disaster;  and  from  every  side  they 
received  presents  which  wiped  away  their  tears.  They  con- 
sulted together  whether  they  should  immediately  attempt  hos- 
tilities against  their  enemies.  Their  wisest  men  said  that  they 
ought,  in  accordance  wdth  the  custom  of  their  ancestors,  to  spend 
one  year,  or  even  more,  in  mourning,  to  move  the  Great  Spirit; 
that  he  had  chastised  them  because  they  had  not  offered  enough 
sacrifices  to  him;  that  he  w\)uld,  notwithstanding,  have  ])ity  ou 
them  if  they  were  not  impatient;  and  that  he  would  chastise  the 
Puans  for  so  black  a  deed.  They  deferred  hostilities  until  the 
second  year,  when  they  assembled  a  large  body  of  men  from  all 
the  Nations  who  were  interested  in  tlu;  undertaking;  and  they 
set  out  in  the  AVinter  season,  in  order  not  to  fail  tluuHUit.  Hav- 
ing reached  the  island  over  the  ice,  they  found  only  the  l^djins, 
in  wdiich  there  still  renniined  some  lire;  the  Puans  had  gone  to 
their  Hunt  on  th(^  day  lKd\)r(^,  and  were  (ravding  in  a  l«'dy,  that 
they  might  not,  in  any  enuM-geney,  be  s»ir[u-isv'd  \)\  the  Islinois. 
The  army  of  the  latter  followed  tliese  lluntiM's,  and  on  the  sixth 
day  d(\scri(Ml  their  \  illage,  to  which  they  laid  siege.  So  vigx>r- 
ous  was  their  attat'k  that  they  kilK-.l,  wonnded,  or  made  |)ris- 
oners  all  tlie  Puans,  except  a  i'ew  who  escapetl,  and  who  roacbed 
the  Malhou minis'  village,  l)ut  sin  iM-ely  wound(\l  by  arrows.* 

lAlloue/.  (lius  n)inim'nts  upon  this  ovont:  "Abovit  thirty  years  ago. 
all  tho  i)eoi)le  of  this  Nutiou  woro  UiWcd  or  takou  captivo  by  Uio 


1640-60]  FRENCH  REGIME  IN  WISCONSIN. 


7 


The  Islinois  returned  to  their  country,  well  avenged;  they 
had,  however,  the  generosity  to  spare  the  lives  of  many  women 
and  children,  part  of  whom  remained  among  them,  while  otheis 
had  libeity  to  go  whither  they  pleased.  A  few  years  ago,  they 
[the  Puans]  numl)ered  possibly  one  hundred  and  fifty  warriors. 
These  Savages  have  no  mutual  fello^v-feeling;  they  have 
caused  their  own  ruin,  and  have  been  obliged  to  divide  their 
forces.  They  are  naturally  very  impatient  of  control,  and  veiy 
passionate ;  a  little  matter  excites  them ;  and  they  are  great 
braggarts.  They  are,  however,  well  built,  and  arc  brave  sol- 
diers, who  do  not  know  what  danger  is ;  and  they  arc  subtle  and 
crafty  in  war.  Although  they  are  coiivinced  that  their  ancestors 
drew  upon  themselves  the  enmity  of  all  the  surrounding  Xa- 
tions,  they  cannot  be  humble;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  the 
first  to  affront  those  who  are  with  them.  Their  women  are  ex- 
tremely laborious;  they  are  neat  in  their  houses,  but  very  dis- 
gusting about  their  food.  These  people  are  very  fond  of  the 
French,  who  always  ^n-otect  them;  without  that  supi)ort,  they 
would  have  been  long  ago  utterly  destroyed,  for  none  of  their 
neighbors  could  endure  them  on  account  of  their  behavior  and 
their  insupportable  haughtiness.  Some  years  ago,  the  Outa- 
gamis,  ^Maskoutechs,  Xikabous,^  Sakis,  and  Miamis  were  almost 
defeated  by  them;  but  they  have  become  somewhat  more  Iracl- 
able.  Sonu)  of  the  J\)ute()ual(^mis,  Sakis,  and  Outngamis  have 
taken  wives  among  them,  and  have  given  them  their  own  daugh- 
ters. 

The  Pouteouatemis  are  their  neighbors;  the  behavior  of  these 
People  is  very  affable  and  cordial,  and  they  make  great  efforts 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  persons  who  come  auiung  them. 
They  are  very  intelligent;  they  have  an  incliiialion  for  raillery; 
their  physical  aj)[)earance  is  goo<l ;  and  they  ixiv.  'j^vcM  talkers. 
AVhen  they  set  their  mimls  on  anything,  it  is  not  ea>y  to  luni 

Iliiiiouelv,  v.ith  the  exception  of  a  single  man,  who  cscaiKHi.  shot 
through  the  body  with  an  anow.  When  the  Iliniouotz  had  sent  back 
his  captive  countrymen  to  inhabit  the  country  anew,  he  was  made 
Captain  of  his  Nation,  as  having  never  been  a  shive." — Jcs.  /.•(•/ ;//'>'i<. 
liv,  p.  2:57. 

1  Variants  of  Maseoutens  and  Kickapoos.  The  Outagamios  are  l.c>llor 
known  a.^;  l'\)xes  (Ei.  llcnards) --Ed. 
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them  from  it.  The  old  men  are  prudent,  sensible,  and  delib- 
erate; it  is  seldom  that  they  nndertake  any  nnseasonaljle  en- 
terprise. As  they  reeeive  vStraiigers  very  kindly,  they  are 
delighted  when  reciprocal  attentions  are  }jaid  to  them.  They 
have  so  good  an  opinion  of  themselves  that  they  regard  other 
IsTations  as  inferior  to  them.  They  have  made  themselves  Arbi- 
ters for  the  tribes  about  the  Bay,  and  for  all  their, neighbors ; 
and  they  strive  to  preserve  for  themselves  that  reputation  in 
every  direction.  Their  ambition  to  please  everybody  has  of 
course  caused  among  them  jealousy  and  divorce;  for  their  Fam- 
ilies are  scattered  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  along  the 
Mecheygan  [Lake  Michigan].  With  a  view  of  gaining  for 
themselves  special  esteem,  they  make  presents  of  all  their  pos- 
sessions, stripping  themselves  of  even  necessary  articles,  in  their 
eager  desire  to  be  accounted  liberal.  ]\lost  of  the  mendiandise 
for  v/hich  the  Outaouas  ti'aJe  Avith  the  Trench  is  carried  among 
these  people. 

The  Sakis  have  always  been  neighbors  of  the  r(juteouatemi£, 
and  have  even  built  a  Village  with  them.  They  separated  from 
each  other  some  years  ago,  as  neither  tribe  could  endure  to  be 
stibordinate ;  this  feeling  is  general  among  all  the  Savages,  and 
each  man  is  master  of  his  own  actions,  no  one  daring  to  contra- 
dict him.  These  Peoples  are  not  intelligent,  and  are  of  brutal 
nature  and  unruly  disposition ;  but  they  have  a  good  physique, 
and  are  quite  gooddooking  for  Savages;  they  are  thieves  and 
liars,  great  chatterers,  good  Hunters,  and  very  poor  Cauoemen. 

The  ]\ralhonrinis  are  no  more  than  forty  in  nund»er;  they 
raise  a  little  Indian  corn,  but  live  ujion  game  and  SlurgeDUs; 
they  are  skillful  navigators.  ]f  the  Sauteiirs^  are  adroit  in 
catching  tlie  Wliitefish  at  the  Saul(,  the  JSlalhomiuis  are  no  less 
so  in  spearing  the  Sturgeon  in  their  river.  For  this  jmrposo 
they  use  only  small  (Janoes,  very  light,  in  which  lliey  stand  up- 
riglit,  and  in  the  middh'  (d'  the  current  >jK>ar  tlie  Sturgeon  with 
Jin  iron-j)ointed  ])(d(^;  only  Cantu's  are  to  1h'  seen,  morning  and 
night.     Tliey  are  good-mit urcnl  ])eoph\  not  vtM  v  keen  of  intol- 

iSaiiteurs  (Saulteurs),  "the  people  of  (he  Sa\>U:"  the  Kiviuh  name 
for  the  Ojihwas  (Chippewas) ,  given  to  Wwm  beea\ise  (liey  ihvoU  at  aiiJ 
Ecar  Saiilt  S(e.  Marie  when  first  eneonnteml  hy  (he  Kreiuh.  —  Kn. 
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lect;  selfish  to  the  last  degic-e,  and  consequently  characterized 
by  a  sordid  avarice ;  but  tLej  are  brave  Avarriors. 

All  llicso  Ti-ibes  at  tli(j  TJay  arc;  jtiost  favoi-ably  situated; 
'I  he  (jnuntry  in  a  (.M  .-iutiful  one,  and  (licy  liave  iVriiJr  iif  jd.-^ 
j'laiilc'l  vvjIIi  Ijidi;iii  foiti.  rn'.itnc  'i  -  ahinidaut  at  all  seasons, 
and  in  W^inler  tli(;y  hunt  Jiears  and  Beavers;  they  hunt  Deer 
at  all  times,  and  they  even  fish  for  Wild-fowl.  I  vill  explain 
niy  remark;  in  Autumn  there  is  a  prodigious  abundance  of 
Ducks,  both  black  and  white,  of  excellent  iiavor,  and  the  Savages 
stretch  nets  in  certain  places  wdiere  these  Fowl  alight  to  feed 
upon  the  wild  rice.-'  Then  advancing  silently  in  their  Canoes, 
they  draw  them  up  alongside  of  the  nets,  in  Avhich  the  birds 
have  been  caught.  They  also  capture  Pigeons  in  their  nets,  in 
the  Summer.  They  make  in  the  woods  wide  paths,  in  wdiich 
they  spread  large  nets,  in  the  shape  of  a  bag,  and  attached  at 
each  side  to  the  trees;  and  they  nndce  a  little  hut  of  branches, 
in  wdiich  they  hide.  When  the  Pigeons  in  their  flight  get 
within  this  open  space,  the  Savages  ])ull  a  snnill  cord  wdiich  is 
draw^n  through  the  edge  of  the  net,  and  thus  capture  sometimes 
five  or  six  hundred  birds  in  one  morning,  especially  in  windy 
weather.  All  the  year  round  they  lish  for  Sturgeon,  and  for 
herring  in  the  Autumn ;  and  in  Winter  they  have  fruits.  Al- 
though their  rivers  are  deej),  they  close  the  stream  with  a  sort 
of  hurdle,  leaving  open  places  through  wdiich  the  Pish  can  ])ass; 
in  these  spaces  they  set  a  sort  of  net  which  they  can  cast  or 
draw  in  as  they  please;  and  several  cords  are  attached,  which, 
although  they  seem  to  close  the  opening,  nevertheless  afford 
passage  to  the  Pish.  The  Savages  are  apprised  of  the  entrance 
of  the  Pish  into  the  net  by  a  litth.'  Ixdl  whicli  they  fasten  on  the 

iThe  wild  rice  (Z'zania  aquatica)  formed  an  important  luirt  of  the 
food  of  the  northwestern  Algonciiiian  tribes.  For  information  regard- 
ing their  use  of  it,  see  Carr's  "Food  for  Anioi-Uan  Indians."  in  Amcr. 
Antiq.  80c.  Proc,  x  (1895),  part  I;  A.  E.  Jenks's  "Wild-rice  Gatherers 
of  the  Upper  Lakes,"  in  IDth  (and  forthcoming^  UvjHtrt  of  V.  S.  Hnrcau 
of  Ethnology  —  also  published  separately  (Washington,  liH)l);  and 
Gardner  P.  Stickney's  "Indian  Use  of  Wild  Rice,"  in  Atinr.  Anthro- 
poUxjist,  ix,  pp.  115  121.  The  Indian  practice  of  capturing  wih!  fowl 
in  nets  is  also  described  by  Dablon  in  the  Kciation  of  1G71  72  (Jd. 
Relatioiu,  Ivi,  p.  121).— Eu. 
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upper  part  of  it;  when  this  sound.Sj  tliev  pnll  in  their  Pish. 
This  Fishery  snffices  to  maintain  hirge  ViUages;  they  alsc 
gather  wild  rice  and  acorns ;  accordingly  the  Peoples  of  the 
Bay  can  live  in  the  ntmost  comfort. —  La  Pulheric's  Amcr. 
Septeni)'lo)ialc,  pp.  GU-Sl. 


1653-55:    FIRST  IROQUOIS  RAID  INTO  WISCONSIN. 

[From  Nicolas  Perrot's  McmoivG  sur  les  vioeurs,  const lunes  at  rellijion 
ties  Sauvages  de  VAincrique  Septentrionale:  written  about  1715-lS;i 
published  at  Paris,  1864,  with  annotations  by  Rev.  Jules  Tailhan,  S.  J.] 

This  defeat  spread  terror  among  the  Outaouas  [Ottawas] 
and  their  allies,  who  were  at  Sankinon,  at  Thunder  Bay,  and 
at  Manitoaletz  and  ]M  ichiliinudvinak.  'i'hey  went  to  dwell 
together  among  the  Ilurons,  on  the  island  which  we  call  Huron 
Island.-    The  Irroquois  remained  at  peace  A\ith  another  vil- 

1  Nicolas  Perrot  was  one  of  the  most  noted  French  voyag?urs  in  the 
Northwest;  see  accounts  of  his  life  and  achievements  in  Tailhan'3 
notes  on  his  Mcuioire,  and  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v.  pp.  110-112.  In  re- 
gard to  his  taking  possession  of  the  Upper  ]Mississii)pi,  /(/.,  x,  ZZ'J- 
362,  and  xi,  35,  36;  and,  on  the  ostensoriuni  presented  by  him  to 
the  De  Pere  mission.  Id.,  viii,  pp.  129-206,  and  Jcs.  RchitioiiS,  Ixvi, 
p.  347.  For  locations  of  forts  erected  by  him  in  Wisconsin,  see  Wis. 
Hist.  Colls.,  X,  pp.  5D-03,  299  -301,  328-333,  358.  304-372,  504-50G.— Ed. 

^Tailhan  thinks  (Perrot,  p.  2M)  that  the  island  here  mentioned  was 
that  now  known  as  Washington  Island,  at  the  critrance  of  Green  Bay  — 
later,  the  abode  of  the  Pottawattoniies.  The  only  application  of  the 
name  Huron  Islands  on  early  maps,  however,  is  to  the  group  still  knowu 
by  that  name  near  the  south  shore  of  Lako  Superior;  they  lie  to  the 
north  of  Marqrette  county,  Mich.  The  uamr  Sankinon  is  but  a  variant 
of  Saginaw  (the  large  bay  in  the  western  shore  of  Lal^e  Huron),  and 
Manitoaletz  of  Manitoulln  (the  islands  at  the  eutrance  to  lleorgiaii 
Bay).  Sakinan  (Saukinou)  is  said  by  Dr.  K.  11.  OTalla.nhan  (\.  Y. 
Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  293,  uotc)  to  niraii,  in  .\l,i;(>nkin.  "ihr  country  of  the 
Sakis."  Cf.  Nouvel's  account  of  the  "Saki  country,"  in  Jcs.  livttttion^. 
Ix,  pp.  219-221;  apparently  it  was  on  the  Tlttibawassec  river,  in  Mid- 
land and  Saginaw  counties,  Mich.  "This  defeat"  refers  to  the  ruin  of 
tile  LHvron  confederacy  l)y  the  Iroquois  in  1G50  51;  for  detailod  accouuts 
thereof,  sec  Jcs.  Relations,  vols,  xxxiil-xxxvl. —  Ei). 
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lage,  establislieJ  at  Detroit,  of  sava«2;cs  wlio  Averc  called  ''Xeu- 
tral  Hiirons/'  because  they  did  not  eiid^race  the  interests  of 
tlieir  allies,  but  maintained  an  attitude  of  neutrality.  The 
Irroquois,  however,  compelled  these  })eople  to  al)andon  Detroit 
and  settle  in  the  Irroquois  country.  Thus  they  augmented  their 
o^vll  strength,  not  only  by  the  many  children  Avliom  they  took 
captive,  but  by  the  great  number  of  Xeutral  Ilurons  whom  they 
carried  to  their  own  country;  and  it  was  at  that  time  that  they 
made  so  many  raids  against  the  Algonkins  that  the  latter  were 
compelled  to  seek  shelter  among  the  Frencli  colonists.  The 
ISTipissings  made  a  stand  in  their  villages  during  a  few  years; 
but  they  were  finally  obliged  to  llee  far  northwar<l  to  Alimibe- 
gon  [Nepigon]  ;  and  the  savages  who  had  been  neighbors  to  the 
Hurons  fled,  with  tliose  along  the  Outaoua  liiver,  to  Three 
Elvers. 

The  Irroquois,  elated  by  the  advantage  whicli  they  had  gained 
over  their  enemies  in  thus  compelling  them  to  take  flight,  and 
finding-  no  other  bones  to  gnav,^,  made  several  attacks  upon  the 
Algonkins  and  even  upon  the  French,  taking  several  captives 
who  were  afterward  restored.  These  hostilities  were  succeeded 
by  more  than  one  treaty  of  peace,  wliich  proved  U)  be  of  short 
duration.  The  early  relations  of  these  events  describe  them 
quite  fully;  accordingly  I  do  not  expatiate  upon  them  here,  but 
limit  myself  to  an  account  of  only  such  things  as  they  have 
omitted,  and  which  I  have  learned  from  the  lips  of  the  old  men 
among  the  Outaoua  tribes. 

The  following  year  [1053  ?],  the  Irro(piois  sent  another  expe- 
dition, which  counted  800  men,  to  attack  the  Outaouas;  but 
those  tribes,  feeling  sure  that  the  enemy  had  ascertained  the 
place  where  they  had  estal)lished  thonistdves,  and  would  cer- 
tainly nuike  anotla^r  attack  against  iIhmu,  had  taken  llu^  pro- 
caution  to  send  out  oiu)  of  (heir  scouting  i)arii(  S,  vho  went  as  far 
as  the  fornuu"  country  of  (he  Ilurons,  from  which  they  had  boon 
driven.  These  men  descric^l  the  irroipuus  ]K\rl\'  who  wen» 
marching  against  ihiMu,  and  lia-l»nt-*l  ha.-iv  io,iii\  ih.-  n.  w  .'i 
this  I  Mcu  i";;ioii   l<i  llicir  own  .      Mi"  <•  IiiIm   ,   wh-t  w^io 

dwelling  on  llui-(»n  Ishinil,  iniiiKMliali  ly  abandoned  thai  [ducc 
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and  retreated  to  ]\Iecliiiigan/  ^vlierc  tliey  constructed  a  ±\»rt,  re- 
solving to  await  tliere  tlio  enemy.  Tlio  Irnupiois  came  to  that 
region,  Imt  Avere  nnable  to  accompli.-li  anytliiiig  for  two  years. 
Tliey  made  pert^istent  efforts  to  succeed,  and  j)Ut  in  tlie  field  a 
little  army,  as  it  were,  intending  to  destroy  the  villages  of  that 
new  settlement,  at  which  a  considerable  extent  of  land  had 
been  already  cleai-ed.  Ihit  the  ()uta(juas  had  time  enuugh  to 
harvest  their  grain  before  th(^  arrival  of  the  enemy;  for  they 
were  always  careful  to  hee})  scouts  on  tlie  Avatch,  in  order  not 
to  be  taken  by  surprise,  and  the  scouts  saw  the  enemy  in  time. 
The  Irroquois  finally  arrived  one  morning  before  the  fort, 
which  appeai'cd  to  tlieui  impregnable.  In  their  army  were 
many  Ilurons  wlio  were  the  offspring  of  the  people  whom  they 
had  come  to  attack — men  Avhose  mothers  had  escaped  from  the 
ruin  of  their  tribe  when  tlie  Ii"ro(juois  had  invaded  iheir  former 
country.  The  enemy  had  at  the  time  not  much  food,  l)eca\isc 
they  found  very  little  game  on  the  route  which  they  had  fol- 
lowed. Deliberations  were  held,  and  propositions  for  a  treaty 
of  peace  were  made.  One  of  these  was  tlnit  the  ILurt-ns  who 
Avere  in  the  Irroquois  army  should  be  given  uj),  wliich  was 
granted.  In  order  to  settle  upon  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  it  was 
agreed  that  six  of  their  chiefs  should  enter  the  fort  of  the  Ilu- 
rons, and  that  the  latter  should,  in  excjiange,  give  six  of  their 
men  as  hostages.  A  treaty  of  peace  Avas  accordingly  nnide  and 
concluded  between  them.  The  Outaouas  and  Ilurons  made 
presents  of  food  to  tlie  Irro(pu»is,  and  also  tradcnl  with  ilicm  for 
blankets  and  ])orcehiin  collars.^  Tlie  hitter  remained  in  camp 
for  several  d:iys  to  rest  their  warj-iors,  but  Avlien  they  entered 
the  fort  only  a  few  at  a  time  were  admitted,  and  these  were 
draAvn  by  the  Outaduas  over  the  ]);disades  ly  rop(^s. 

The  Outaou.'s  sent  word  (o  llie  Irnmuois  army  boTore  their 
departure  that  they  wished  to  ])r('scnl  to  i  adi  (»f  tlu  lr  uhmi  a  h>af 
of  corn  bread  ;  but  th(y  j)re]);iri  d  a  pcisen  to  mix  wiih  the  ]-r(>ad. 

iBy  Mechingaii  (Michigan),  IVrrot  iirobably  means  the  niainlainl 
northwest  of  Lake  Michigan. —  En. 

^"I'orcdhun"  is  simply  the  Canadian  Krone  h  term  for  the  sljcll.  »:las9. 
or  porcelain  brads  used  as  money  and  ornaments  hy  the  Indians  — tho 
"wanipvnu"  of  English  writers. —  En. 
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When  the  loaves  were  baked,  thej  were  sent  to  the  Irroquoia ; 
but  a  Huron  woman  wlio  had  an  Irroqnois  hus1)and  knew  the 
secret,  and  warned  licr  son  not  to  eat  any  of  the  bread,  because 
it  had  been  poisoned.  The  son  immediately  warned  the  Irro- 
qnois; they  threw  the  bread  to  their  dogs,  who  died  after  eating 
it.  They  needed  no  more  to  assure  them  of  the  consj)iracy 
against  them,  and  determined  to  go  away  without  provisiona. 
They  concluded  to  divide  their  forces  into  two  parties;  one  of 
these  embarked  from  that  })]ace,  alid  were  defeated  l)y  the  Sault- 
eurs,  Missisakis,  and  people  of  the  Otter  tribe  (who  are  called 
in  their  own  tongue  Mikikoiiet),  but  few  of  the  Irroqnois  esca})- 
ing.  The  main  force  pushed  farther  on,  ami  soon  found  them- 
selves among  the  buffaloes.  If  the  Outaouas  had  ]>cen  as 
courageous  as  the  Hurons,  and  had  pursued  the  enemy,  they 
could  without  doubt  have  defeated  them,  considering  their  slen- 
der supply  of  food.  But  the  Irroqnois,  when  they  had  secured 
abundance  of  provisions,  steadily  advanced  until  they  en- 
countered a  small  Illinoet  village;  they  killed  the  women  and 
children  therein,  for  the  men  tied  toward  tlieir  own  people,  who 
were  not  very  far  from  that  place. ^  The  Illinoets  immediately 
assembled  their  forces,  ami  hastened  after  the  Irnxiuois,  wlio 
had  no  suspicion  of  an  enemy;  attacking  tlieui  after  nightfall, 
the  Illinoets  gained  the  advantage^  and  slew  nnany  of  them. 
Other  llliiiuet  villages,  who  were  hunting  in  that  vicinity,  hav- 
ing learned  what  had  occurred,  hastened  to  hnd  their  tribesmen, 
who  undertook  to  deal  a  blow  at  the  Irroqnois.  Assembling 
their  warriors,  they  made  a  hasty  march,  surprised  the  enemy, 
and  utterly  defeated  them  in  battle;  for  there  were  very  few 
of  the  Irroqnois  who  returned  to  their  own  villages.  This  was 
the  first  ac(puiintance  of  the  Illinoets  with  the  Irro<]Uois;  it 
I^roved  baneful  to  them,  but  they  have  well  avenged  theniselvei 
for  it. —  Perrot's  Mcuioirc,  \>\).  SO-b;'). 

1  Missisakis:  an  earlier  form  of  Missisagiias  — at\  Ai.:;onqinati  tril)o 
resident  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Huron,  and  later  forniini?  villages 
in  the  peninsula  between  that  lake  and  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario.  Mi- 
kikouets:  probably  the  same  as  the  Algonqulan  Nikikouets.  oee.asion- 
ally  mentioned  in  the  Jesuit  lichitious:  located  near  the  Miaalsaguai. 
Illinoets:  the  Illinois  tribes. —  Ed. 
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1C5C-G2:   THE  OTTAAVAS  AND  HURONS  FLEE  TO  AVISCONSIN; 
HOSTILITIES  BETWEEN  THEM  AND  THE  SiOUX. 

[From  Perrot's  JJciJioire.} 

Tlie  riemi^li  EabtartP  carried  away  [froiri  tlie  vicinity  of 
Montreal]  several  Huron  ])riboners;  lie  caused  tlieir  fingers  to 
be  burned,  witliout  any  op[)osition  on  tlie  part  of  tlie  French, 
but  spared  tlieir  lives  a.fter  lie  had  tahen  tliein  t»j  his  own  vil- 
lage. The  Ilurons  never  forgot  tlic  way  in  which  v  e  abandoned 
tlieni^  on  that  occa>ion,  to  the  j)leasure  of  their  enemies.  They 
will,  moreover,  alwa}'s  reniendier  how  little  effort  the  French 
made  to  oi)pose  the  Irrorpiois  Avhen  the  latter,  in  time  of  ])eaco 
[^lay,  lOoG],  carried  aAvay  the  ][ur(;iis  Avho  dwelt  (»n  Orleans 
Island,  and  iiiadc  them  ])ass  in  canoes  b('f(»re  (,)uebec  and  Three 
Tiivers — meauAvhile  com})elling  them  to  sing,  in  order  to  in(;rease 
their  mortilication.  lUit  since  then  the  Outaotuis  lia\"e,  in  re- 
venge, sotight  every  opportunity  to  betray  the  French,  at  the 
same  time  })retending'  to  be  tluir  dcwitcd  friends;  they  treat  the 
French  thus  through  ])olicy  and  tliroiigli  fear,  for  thc;y  do  not 
trust  any  peoi)lo,  as  the  reader  will  learn  from  the  circumstances 
narrated  in  tliis  ]\Icmoir. 

When  all  the  Outaouas  Averc  dis})ersed  toward  the  great  lakes, 
•the  Saulters  and  the  ]\Iississahis  ik'd  nurlliwarcb  aiul  iinally  to 
Kionconan  [  KewcenaAv] ,  for  lack  of  game.  Tben  tlie  Outa- 
ouas, fearing  that  they  Avere  not  strong  enough  to  repel  the  iu- 
euj'sions  of  tlie  Tri'0{[Uois,  who  li;id  gained  in forinati<»n  of  the 
place  in  Avhich  tlie  former  had  e.-t ablislicd  t heniM'lvos,  sought 

■1  Thus  named  by  the  Froiuli;  tlio  son  of  a  Dutchman  and  a  Moliawk 
woman;  his  mother's  tribe  cliose  liim  as  one  of  its  chiefs.  lie  was 
long  a  prominent  figure  in  the  hostilities  \vai;vil  by  Die  Iroquois  against 
the  French  and  Algonhins.  In  IGGG,  he  came  to  Quebec  to  negotiate 
for  peace;  this  Avas  secured  for  the  time,  l-ut  was  soon  broken;  and 
Tracy  and  Courcelles  bd  an  expedition  against  the  Mohawks,  which 
laid  their  country  waste.  Overwhelmed  by  this  blow,  they  sent  the 
Flemish  Bastard  to  Queliec  to  sue  for  peace,  which  was  then  cstalv 
lished.  T.Tie  Bastard,  with  many  of  his  tribesmen,  even  removed  Ihrlr 
families  and  abodes  to  Canada,  and  settled  near  Montreal.  See  Per- 
rot's Mi  iiwire,  pp.  Ill  114,  21i8. — Jvs.  Hi  Uidons.  xxxv.  p.  292. 
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refuge  in  tlie  Micissjpy  region^  whicli  is  now  called  Loiiiiianna. 
Tlu-y  ascended  that  river  to  a  place  about  twelve  leagues  from 
tlie  Ouisconcliing,  Avliere  they  canie  to  another  river,  which  is 
named  for  the  Ayoes  savages.'^  They  folhnvc-d  this  stream  to 
its  source,  and  there  encountered  nations  wlio  received  them 
cordially.  But  as  they  did  not  find,  in  all  that  region  which 
they  traversed,  any  place  suitaljle  for  a  settlement, —  since  the 
country  was  destitute  of  woods,  and  contained  only  prairies  and 
level  lields,  although  buffaloes  and  other  animals  were  found 
there  in  abundance, —  they  retraced  the  same  route  by  which 
they  had  come;  and,  having  again  reached  the  shores  of  the 
Louisianna  river,  they  continued  to  ascend  it.  Before  they  had 
gone  far,  they  dispersed  in  various  direclioiis  to  juirsue  the  chase  ; 
1  will  mention  only  one  of  their  bands,  whom  the  Scioiix  en- 
countered, captured,  and  carried  away  to  their  villages.  The 
Scioux,  who  had  no  acquaintance  with  the  tirearms  and  other 
implements  which  they  saw  among  the  strangers, —  fur  they 
themselves  use  only  knives  and  hatchets  of  stcine, —  hoped  that 
these  ncAV  nations  avIio  had  come  near  them  would  shan^  with 
them  the  commodities  which  they  possessed;  and,  believing  that 
the  latter  were  spirits,  l^ecause  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
use  of  iron, —  an  article  Avhich  Avas  utterly  unlike  the  stone  and 
other  things  which  they  used, —  (Muiducted  them,  as  I  have  said, 
to  their  own  villages,  and  delivered  the  i)risoners  to  their  own 
people. 

The  Outaouas  and  Ilurons  gave  the  Scioux,  in  turn,  a 
friendly  reception,  but  did  not  nudvC  them  ])resents  of  much 
value.  The  Scioux  returned  to  their  own  country,  with  some 
small  articles  which  they  had  rec(dved  from  tlie  Outaouas,  and 
shared  these  with  (h(dr  allies,  giving  to  some  hatchels,  and  to 
others  knives  01*  awls.  All  tliosc  villages  sent  deputies  to  those 
of  the  Outaouas ;  as  soon  as  (hey  arrived  there,  they  began, 
according  to  their  custom,  to  weiqi  over  vwvy  person  they  mot, 
in  order  to  nuinifest        livc^ly  joy  which  fell  lu  meeting 

them;  and  they  entreated  tlu^  strangers  to  have  ]tily  on  tluMii, 

iMicissypy:  a  variant  of  Mississippi.  Ouisconching:  the  Wisconslu 
River.   Ayoes:  the  same  as  lowas  —  referring  to  tlie  Iowa  River. —  Ku. 
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and  share  with  them  that  iron,  which  they  regarded  as  a  divin- 
ity. The  Outaouas,  seeing  these  peophi  weeping  over  all  who 
approached  them^  began  to  feel  contempt  for  them,  and  regarded 
them  as  people  far  inferior  to  themselves,  and  as  incapable  even 
of  waging  war.  They  gave  to  the  envoys  a  few  trifles,  such  as 
knives  and  awls ;  the  Scioux  declared  that  they  placed  great 
value  on  these,  lifting  their  eyes  to  the  sky,^  and  blessing  it  for 
having  guided  to  their  country  these  tril>es,  who  were  al)le  to 
furnish  them  so  powerful  aid  in  ameli(n'ating  their  wretched 
condition.  The  Outaouas  fired  some  guns  which  they  had ;  and 
the  report  of  these  weapons  so  terrified  the  Scioux  that  they  im- 
agined it  was  the  thunder  and  lightning,  of  which  the  Outaouas 
had  made  themselves  masters  in  ordc-r  to  exterminate  whomso- 
ever they  would.  The  Scioux,  whenever  they  encountered  the 
Ilurons  and  Outaouas,  loaded  them  with  endearing  terms,  and 
showed  the  utmost  submissiveness,  in  order  to  touch  them  with 
compassion  and  obtain  from  them  some  benefits;  but  the  Outa- 
ouas had  even  less  esteem  for  them  wlien  they  persisted  in  main- 
taining before  them  this  humiliating  attitude. 

The  Outaouas  finally  decided  to  select  the  island  caHed  Pelec 
as  the  place  of  their  settlement;  and  they  spent  several  yeara 
there  in  peace,  often  receiving  visits  from  the  Scioux.*  ]]ut  on 
one  occasion  it  happened  that  a  hunting-party  of  Ilurons  en- 
countered and  slew  some  Scioux.  The  Scioux,  missing  their 
people,  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  them ;  but  after  a  few 
days  they  found  their  corps(^s,  from  which  tiie  heads  had  been 
severed,  llastily  returning  to  their  vilhige,  to  carry  this  sad 
news,  they  met  on  the  way  some  Ilurons,  whom  they  made  pris- 

1  Among  most  of  tiie  Indian  tribes,  the  bky  was  revered,  not  only 
as  the  residence  of  a  deity,  but  (by  a  sort  of  person  I  ftr;it  ion )  as  I  ho 
deity  himself,  and  was  often  invoki-d,  especially  at  covnicils;  thv  suu 
also  was  regarded  as  a  deity.  See  Jcs.  Relations,  x,  pp.  lo9.  IGl 
195,  2713;  xviii.  211;  xxiii,  55;  xxxiii.  225;  xxxix,  15;  xlvi.  U;  Ixviii. 
155— El). 

2 Situated  at  the  upper  end  of  Lake  Pepin,  opposite  Red  Wing.  Minn.; 
see  Charlevoix's  Journal  HistoriQuc,  p.  398.  It  was  thus  named,  as  he 
tells  lis,  "because  it  had  not  a  single  tree;"  he  adds:  "The  Fron«'h  of 
Canada  have  often  made  it  the  ciMitcr  of  Ihcir  trade  in  thoso  Wrstoru 
Regions."  —  Eo. 
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oners;  but  when  they  reached  home  the  chiefs  liberated  the 
captives  and  sent  tliem  back  to  their  own  people.  The  Ilurons, 
so  rash  as  to  imagine  that  the  Scioux  were  incapable  of  resist- 
ing them  without  iron  weapons  and  firearms^  conspired  with  the 
Outaouas  to  undertake  a  war  against  them,  purposing  to  drive 
them  from  their  own  country  in  order  that  they  themselves 
might  thus  secure  a  greater  territory  in  wliich  to  seek  their  liv- 
ing.  The  Outaouas  and  llurons  accordingly  united  their  forces 
and  nuirched  against  the  Scioux,  They  believed  tliat  as  soon  a3 
they  appeared  the  latter  would  flee,  but  they  were  greatly  de- 
ceived; for  the  Scioux  sustained  iheir  attack,  and  even  repulsed 
th(>iti,  and,  if  they  liad  not  retreated,  tliey  would  liave  been 
utterly  routed  by  the  great  number  of  men  who  came  from  other 
villages  to  the  aid  of  their  allies.  The  Outaouas  were  pursued 
even  to  their  settlement,  where  they  were  obliged  to  erect  a 
wretched  fort;  this,  however,  was  sufficient  to  compel  the  Scioux 
to  retire,  as  they  did  not  dare  to  attack  it. 

The  continual  incursions  made  by  the  Scioux  forced  the  Outa- 
ouas to  flee.  They  had  become  acquainted  with  a  river,  which 
is  called  Black;  they  entered  its  vv^aters  and,  ascending  to  its 
source,  the  llurons  found  there  a  phu^e  suitable  for  fortifying 
themselves  and  establishing  their  viUage.  The  Outaouas 
pushed  farther  on,  and  ])rocee(hMl  as  far  as  Lake  Superior, 
where  they  fixed  their  abode  at  Chagouamikon  [C  luMpuunegonJ. 
Tlie  Scioux,  seeing  that  tlieir  enemies  had  departed,  remained 
quietly,  without  pursuing  them  farther;  but  the  llurons  were 
not  willing  t-)  keep  the  peace,  and  sent  out  several  hostile  bands 
against  the  Scioux.  These;  ex})(Mliti()ns  had  very  little  success; 
and,  moreover,  drew  upon  them  fr(M|ueut  raitls  from  the  Scioux, 
whicli  compelled  ihvin.  to  abandon  their  fort,  with  griwt  h)S3  of 
their  men,  and  go  to  join  (he  Ouiaoiias  al  ( 'hag< •uamikon.  As 
soon  as  they  arrived  ihcre,  tlioy  phiniu^l  to  t'crni  a  wai-  partv  ,.f 
a  hundix'd  nwn,  to  march  againsi  ihe  Scioux  and  a\'i^ng\'  tluMU- 
scdves.  it  is  to  be  observed  (hat  th(^  coun(ry  \vh(M*{»  they  roam 
is  nothing  ])ut  lak(^s  and  marshes,  full  of  wihl  rice;  those  aro 
separated  from  onc^  anoduM*  by  narrow  (ong\u\s  (d*  land,  wliich 
extend  from  one  lake  to  another  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
paces,  and  sometimes  no  more  than  iivi^  or  six.    These  lak<^s  ixwd 
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marshes  form  a  tract  more  than  fifty  leagues  S(i\iare,  and  are 
traversed  by  110  river  save  that  of  houi.-:ianiia  [llie  ]\lissi.:;sippij  j 
its  course  lies  through  the  midst  of  them,  and  part  of  their 
waters  discharge  into  it.  Other  Avaters  fall  into  the  Ste.  Croix 
River,  vdiich  is  situated  northeast  of  them,  at  no  great  distance. 
Still  other  marshes  and  lakes  are  situated  to  the  vest  of  the  St. 
Peter  River,  into  Avhich  their  Avaters  flow.  Consequc'ntly,  the 
Scioux  are  inaccessible  in  so  swam])y  a  country,  and  camiot  be 
destroyed  by  enemies  vdio  have  not  canoes,  as  they  have,  vith 
which  to  pursue  them.  Moreover,  in  those  (piarters  only  five  or 
six  families  live  together  as  one  body,  forming  a  small  village; 
and  all  the  others  arc  removed  from  one  another  at  certain  dis- 
tances, in  order  that  they  may  be  a])le  to  lend  a  hel])iug  Inuid  at 
the  first  alarm.  If  any  one  of  tlie.so  little  villages  be  attacked, 
the  enemy  can  inflict  very  little  (himage  upon  it,  for  all  its 
neighbors  promptly  assemble,  and  give  prompt  aid  Avhcrever  it 
is  needed.  Their  ni'^ihod  of  navigati(m  in  lakes  of  this  kiud  is, 
to  push  through  the  wild  rice  with  their  canoes,  and,  carrying 
these  from  lake  to  lake,  coiupel  the  fleeing  enemy  to  turn  al»out, 
and  thus  bewilder  him;  they,  meanwhile,  pass  from  one  lake  to 
another  until  they  thread  those  mazes  ai.d  reach  the  firm  ground. 

The  hundred  Ilurons  became  involved  among  these  swamps, 
and  without  canoes ;  they  wore  discovered  by  some  Scioux,  who 
hastened  to  sj)rea(l  the  alarui  everywhere.  That  was  a  popu- 
lous nation,  scattered  along  the  circumference  of  the  nuirshcs, 
in  which  they  gathered  abtindance  of  Avild  rice;  this  grain  id 
the  food  of  those  people,  and  tastes  bctler  than  does  rice.  "^Torc 
than  3,000  Scioux  came  togclber  from  (!very  side,  and  be- 
sieged the  Ilurons.  'The  loiul  noise,  \\iv.  clamor,  and  the  \v]h 
with  which  the  air  resounded  show(>d  tliem  that  they  were  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides,  and  llial  tlicir  only  resonroo  was  to  uuike 
liead  against  llie  Scioux  (wlio  wer(^  eagcudy  striving  to  discover 
tlicdr  location),  luiless  tiny  could  liiul  some  ))lace  by  wliicb  tbey 
could  retreat.  In  this  strail(Mied  condition,  they  conchuK'd  that 
they  could  not  do  better  than  to  hid(*  among  the  wild  rice,  where 
the  Avater  and  mud  rc^ichcd  almost  to  th(>ii-  chins.  Aceonlingly, 
thoy  dispersed  in  various  directions,  taking  great  pains  to  avoid 
noise  in  their  progi'css.     TIk^  Scioux.  avIio  Avere  sluirply  sean^h- 
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ing  for  them,  and  desired  only  to  meet  tliem  in  Lattle,  found 
very  few  of  them,  and  were  fully  persuaded  that  tlie  llurons 
were  hidden  in  the  wild  rice;  but  they  were  greatly  astonished 
at  seeing  only  the  trail  made  in  entering  the  lake,  and  no  trace 
of  the  llurons'  departure.  They  Lethought  them  of  this  device : 
they  stretched  across  the  narrow  strips  of  land  between  the 
lakes  the  nets  used  in  capturing  beavers;  and  to  these  they 
attached  small  bells,  which  they  had  obtained  from  the  Outaouas 
and  their  allies  in  the  visits  which  they  had  made  to  those  tribes, 
as  above  related.  They  divided  tlieir  forces  into  numerous  de- 
tachments, in  order  to  guard  all  the  passages,  and  watched  by 
day  and  night,  supposing  that  the  llurons  would  take  the  first 
opportunity  to  escape  from  the  danger  whicli  threatened  them. 
This  scheme  indeed  succeeded;  for  the  llurons  slipped  out  un- 
der cover  of  the  darkness,  creeping  on  all  fours,  not  suspecting 
this  sort  of  ambuscade;  they  struck  their  heads  against  the  nets, 
Avhich  they  could  not  escape,  and  thus  set  the  bells  to  ringing.^ 
The  Scioux,  lying  in  ambush,  made  ])risoners  of  them  as  soon 
as  they  stepped  on  land.  Thus  from  all  tliat  band  but  one  man 
escaped;  ho  was  called  in  liis  oavu  language  Le  Ti'oid  ["he  wlio 
is  cold"].    This  same  man  di(!d  n(»t  a  long  time  ago. 

The  captives  were  conducted  to  the  nearest  village,  where  the 
people  from  all  the  others  were  assembled  in  order  to  share 
among  them  the  l)rey.  It  must  be  observed  tliat  the  Scioux, 
although  they  are  not  as  warlike  or  as  crafty  as  the  other  tribes, 
are  not,  like  them,  cannibals.  They  cat  neitlicr  dogs  nor  liuman 
flesh;  they  are  not  even  as  cruel  as  the  other  savages,  for  they 
do  not  put  to  death  the  cai)tives  whom  they  take  fruui  their 
enemies,  except  when  tlieir  own  people  an^  bunud  by  the  enemy. 
They  were  naturally  indulgent,  and  are  so  now,  for  thoy  svM\il 
liome  the  greater  lunnbei-  (»f  those  whom  they  have  captured. 
The  usual  torture  which  they  inllicl  upon  tho>t'  whom  they  havo 
doomed  to  deaih  is,  to  fasten  them  lo  trees  or  slakes,  and  let  tlic 
boys  shoot  ari'ows  at  them;  neither  the  warriors,  nor  any  men, 

iCf.  Radisson's  device  for  the  protection  of  himself  and  Groseilliers 
at  Cliequainc^^on  —  *'a  long  cord  tycd  wHi  some  i^niall  l)o]ls,  wraro 
scnteryes  [sentries! ; "  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  \\,  ji.  73.— Kd. 
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nor  the  women,  took  part  in  iliis.  But,  as  soon  as  tliey  saw  their 
own  people  burned,  they  resolved  to  do  the  same  hy  way  of  re- 
prisal; even  in  this,  however,  they  do  not  behave  with  as  much 
cruelty  as  do  their  enemies — either  because  some  motive  of  pity 
or  compassion  will  not  permit  them  to  l)ehold  such  suffering,  or 
because  they  believe  that  only  despair  can  make  the  captives 
8ing  during  their  torments  with  so  much  fortitude  and  bravery, 
if  it  may  be  so  called.  On  this  account  they  speedily  break 
the  enemies'  heads,  in  time  of  war. 

The  Scioux,  having  shared  the  prisoners,  sent  ])ack  part  of 
them,  and  made  the  others  objects  for  llieir  s])ort — deli\'ering 
them,  as  I  said,  to  their  l)oys  to  be  shot  to  death  with  arrovrs; 
their  bodies  wei-e  then  cast  upon  the  dung-heap.  Those  whose 
lives  they  spared  were  condemned  to  see  their  comrades  die,  and 
were  then  sent  home.  Having  arrived  then^,  they  gave  a  faith- 
ful account  of  all  that  had  occurred,  and  said  that  having  seen 
the  numbers  of  the  Scioux,  they  believed  it  impossible  to  destroy 
them.  The  Outaouas  listened  very  attentively  to  the  relations 
of  their  recently-arrived  comrad(\s,  but,  as  they  wen;  not  very 
brave  warrioi-s,  they  were  not  willing  to  make  any  hostile 
attempt;  and  the  Ilurons,  recognizing  the  snuilhiess  of  tln^ir 
numbers,  made  up  their  minds  to  meditate  revenge  no  longer, 
but  to  live  peaceably  at  Chagouamikon,  which  thicy  did  during 
several  years.  Tn  all  that  time  they  wvw)  not  molested  by  the 
Scioux,  who  gave  all  their  attention  to  waging  war  against  the 
Kiristinons  [Crees],  the  Assinibouh's,  and  all  the  nations  of  the 
north;  they  ruined  those  tribes,  and  havc^  been  in  lui-n  ruiuf^l 
by  them.  The  Oiitaoiias,  h;i\  ing  srtiK'd  at  (  hag- 

ouamikon,  there  applicMl  thcMiisclves  to  cullivation  of  Indian 
corn  and  S(]u;ishes,  on  which,  with  tlie  li<h  tlioy  eouhl  catch,  thev 
subsislcMl.  They  searched  ahmg  the  hike  (o  liiid  \\lu>llu'r  nther 
tribes  were  th(M-e,  and  (MieounlercMl  the  Sauheurs  who  liad  ih^i 
northwa.'ds,  and  with  tluMu  soiiu*  l-'reiiehnien,  who  had  followoil 
tlieni  to  Chagouamiknn  in  order  In  mHIc  ihi-re.  Part  of  the 
savages  went  lowards  Kionconan  |  Kew (>ena w  | ,  and  rej)or(ed 
that  they  had  s(mmi  many  li-ib(^s;  that  beaviM's  were  abunilanl 
then;;  that  ihey  did  nol  all  r^Muru  logellaM*  l»eeause  ihey  liad 
left  their  peMj>lc  ;il         uorlh;  lleil  lh(>  laller  intended  t<»  dwtdl 
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there,  but  without  a  fixed  residence,  purposing  to  roam  in  all 
directions;  and  that  the  ]Srepissinf:s  and  Aniikonets^  were  at 
Aliniibegon. 

At  these  tidings,  tlie  Outaouas  went  away  toward  the  north, 
and  sought  to  carry  on  trade  with  those  trihes  [1GG2],  who  gave 
them  all  their  heaver  rohes  for  old  knives,  hhinted  awls,  wretched 
nets,  and  kettles  used  until  they  were  past  service.  For  -these 
they  were  most  humbly  thanked ;  and  those  people  declared  that 
they  were  under  great  obligations  to  the  Outaouas  for  having 
had  compassion  upon  them  and  having  shared  with  them  the 
merchandise  which  they  had  obtained  from  tlic  Frencli.  In 
acknowledgment  of  this,  they  presented  to  them  many  packages 
of  peltries,  hoping  that  their  visitors  Avould  not  fail  to  come  to 
them  every  year,  and  to  supply  them  Avith  the  like  wares.  They 
assured  the  Outaouas,  at  parting^  that  they  would  go  <')n  a  liunt- 
ing  expedition  to  make  ready  for  their  coming;  that  they  would 
be  ])resent,  without  fail,  at  tlic  rendezvous  agreed  upon ;  and 
that  they  would  surely  Avait  for  them  there. —  Terrut's  Manolic, 
pp.  S4-93. 


1G58-C1:  RADISSON  AND  GROSEILLIERS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

[Such  part  of  Radisson's  Voyages  as  relates  to  the  stay  in  Wisconsin 
of  Groseilliers  and  himself,  is  given  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xi,  pp.  C4-9G.] 


1660-61:    FIRST  JESUIT  MISSION  AMONG  THE  OTTAWAS. 
[Letter  of  Father  Rene  MOnard,  June  2,  ICGl,  to  his  superior  at  Que- 
bec, Jerome  Lalemant.] 

[Synopsis:  'J'his  letter  is  wi'itt(Mi  fn-iii  the  liav  Sto. 
Therese  (Keweenaw  Ihiy),  hake  Sui)erior,  whei"(^  Mriiard  has 
lab(»red  among  the  Ottawas  whom  he  accompauiod  thither  the 
])re('eding  year,  lie  has  gained  six  eonvcits  in  tliat  tiiiu',  whoso 
])ious  fervor  and  pure  liv(^s  consoh*  him  in  his  lilV  of  privations 

1  These  were  Algonquian  tribes  of  Western  Canada,  from  Lake  Nipiss- 
ing  and  Georgian  Bay  respectively,  who  had  tied  from  Iroquois  ferocity 
to  Lake  N<  pigon,  north  of  Lake  Superior. —  Ed. 
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and  trials.  He  mentions  his  poverty ;  he  needs  presents  for  the 
Indians,  clothing  for  himself,  some  medicines  for  the  sick,  and 
some  tobacco,  which  is  mone}'  in  that  rc\i;,ion.  These  people 
are  so  poor,  and  we  likewise,  that  we  cannot  find  a  scrap  of  cloth 
wherewith  to  make  a  compress;  or  a  piece  of  stuff  as  lai-ge  as 
one's  hand,  with  which  to  mend  our  clothes.'^ 

Menard  mentions  the  nnusual  mikhicss  of  the  winter -at  Lake 
Superior.  lie  is  nncertain  how  long  he  will  remain  at  Kewee- 
naw, and  states  that  he  must  go  to  the  spring  rendezvous  of  the 
Algonkins,  at  St.  Esprit  (Chequamegon)  Bay.  The  letter  at 
this  point  (March  1)  remains  unfinished  fur  tliree  months;  on 
Jime  1,  he  resumes  it,  and  gives  a  summary  of  liis  experiences 
during  the  interval.  The  supply  of  fish  was  deficient  this  win- 
ter, and  "those  who  wished  to  keep  Lent  suft'cred  greatly;"  hut 
after  Easter  they  have_,  for  a  time,  ahundance  of  moose-meat. 
This  also  failing,  the  Ereuchmen,  nine  in  nmnher,  leave  the 
Indians,  and  go  in  canoes  to  the  rendezvous.  The  s])ring  is 
cold  and  stormy;  '^the  winter  and  white  frosts  continued  until 
the  middle  of  May.''  Among  the  fugitive  Hurons,  many  are 
dying  with  luinger;  and  to  this  misery  is  added  an  attack  hy 
their  relentless  foes,  the  Irocpiois,  and  another  by  the  Sioux. 
Again  they  flee,  seeking  refuge  in  the  forests  of  Central  Wis* 
consin. 

Menard  sends  some  of  the  Erenchmen  to  an  Indian  chief,  to 
proctire  corn;  but  they  do  not  rettirn  when  he  expects  them,  and 
his  provisions  are  almost  gone.  Joliet  and  a  companion  liave 
just  left  him;  and,  with  the  remaining  three  Erenchmen,  he  is 
encamped  near  eighty  cabins  of  ()lta\vas.  |— -./c^s.  ndafion^,  xlvi, 
pp.  11-13,  127-115. 


16G0-G1:  MKNARD'S  LABORS  AM)  DKATII. 
[From  the  Josuit  Relation  of  liiG^-D;'..] 

[Synopsis:  'J1i(^  Jlclalion  slati^s  that  tlu^  news  of  Father 
Menard's  dealh  is  brought  to  l\lontreal,  two  V(\n'.>  at*ter  the 
event.  The  Erenchmen  who  liad  aeeoin panic!  Iiim  to  tlio 
Ottawa  country  relaU^  the  i^arlienhirs  of  ihc  privalion-i  and 
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sufferings  endured  by  them  there — hardest  of  all  fur  the  Father, 
who  is  old,  and  spent  by  many  years  of  toil  and  exposure.  He 
baptizes  some  dying  children,  and  gains  a  few  adult  converts; 
but  the  Ottawas,  exce[)ting  these,  treat  him  witli  indifference, 
and  even  brutality.  The  Father  hears  of  a  Huron  band  who 
have  fled  from  the  cruel  Iroquois^  into  the  depths  of  the  great 
forests  in  AVisconsin ;  they  are  safe  from  their  enemies,  but  are 
starving  to  death.  ]\Ienard  sets  out  to  visit  them,  despite  all 
remonstrances  from  his  companions.  Ilis  savage  guides  leave 
him  with  one  Frenchman,  promising  to  return  soon  for  them. 
As  the  Indians  do  not  come,  the  Frenchmen  finally  proceed 
alone;  but  the  Father,  becoming  separated  from  his  companion, 
disappears  from  sight,  and  cannot  be  found  by  any  searcL 
Later,  articles  belonging  to  him  are  found  among  tlie  savages; 
but  it  is  not  known  Avliether  he  v/as  murdered  by  Indians,  or 
starved  to  death."  The  following  extract  from  the  Relation 
vividly  describes  the  hardshij)S  of  the  early  explorers  and  mis- 
sionaries :] 

The  poor  Father  and  the  eight  Frenchmen,  his  Companions, 
setting  out  from  Three  liivers  on  the  2S\\i  of  August  in  the  year 
16C0  with  the  Outaouax,  reached  the  hitter's  country  on  the 
15tli  of  October,  saint  Theresa's  day,  after  enduring  unspeak- 
able hardships,  ill  treatment  from  their  Boatmen,  who  were 
utterly  inhuman,  and  an  extreme  scantiness  of  provisions.  As 
a  result,  the  Father  could  scarcely  drag  himself  along,  for  he 
was,  besides,  of  a  delicate  constitution  and  spent  with  toil ;  but, 
as  a  man  can  still  go  a  good  distance,  after  growing  weary,  he 
had  spirit  enough  left  to  gain  his  hosts'  Quarters.  A  man 
known  [\s  le  IhvKdiet  [''the  Pike" ],  the  head  of  th.is  Family,— 
proud,  extremely  vicious,  and  possessing  four  or  live  wives, — 
treated  the  poor  Father  very  badly,  and  linally  foiwd  hiui  to 
leave  liim  and  nuikc  himself  a  hut  out  of  lir  branrhes.  ITeavens, 
what  an  abode  during  the  rigors  of  Winl(U',  which  an^  wtdl  nigh 

iMore  exact  inforniatioii  rogardiiig  the  llii;lit  of  tliis  Huron  h:\nd  is 
given  by  Pern^t;  see  p.  17,  ante. —  Ei>. 

2Regar(ling  the  life,  labors  (1040  01).  and  doath  of  Mrnard.  s.  0  11.  C. 
Cami)l)ell's  monograph  lluM'oon.  rarUnian  Club  rublicafinns.  No.  II 
(Milwaukee,  1807).— Ki). 
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unbearable  in  tliose  regions !  The  food  was  scarcely  better,  as 
they  coirnnonly  had  for  their  only  di<h  one  paltry  hsh,  cooked 
in  clear  water  and  to  be  divided  among  the  four  or  five  of  their 
party ;  and  tliis,  too,  was  a  charitable  offering  made  by  the  Sav- 
ages, some  one  of  the  Frenchmen  awaiting,  at  the  water's  edge 
the  return  of  the  fishermen's  Canoes,  as  poor  beggars  wait  for 
alms  at  Cluirch  doors.  A  kind  of  nioss  growing  on  4.he  rocks 
often  served  them  in  place  of  a  good  mc-al.  They  would  i)ut  a 
handfnl  of  it  into  their  kettle,  which  would  thicken  the  water 
ever  so  little,  forming  a  kind  of  foam  or  slime,  like  that  of 
snails,  and  feeding  their  imaginations  more  than  their  liodies.^ 
Fish-bones,  which  are  carefully  save<l  as  long  as  lish  arc  found 
in  plenty,  also  served  to  beguile  their  hunger  in  time  of  need. 
There  w^as  nothing,  even  t(j  jjoundcd  liones,  wbirli  tli(»se  poor 
starvelings  did  not  turn  to  some  account,  .^^any  kinds  of  wood, 
too,  furnished  them  food.  'Jdie  l)ark  of  the  Oak,  liirch.  Linden 
or  V.'hite-Avood,  and  that  of  other  trees,  when  well  cooked  and 
pounded,  and  then  ])ut  into  the  water  in  Avhicdi  hsh  had  been 
boiled,  or  else  mixed  Avith  iisli-oil,  nuide  tlicm  s«)me  excclhnt 
stews.  They  ate  acorns  with  more  relish  and  greater  jjlca^ure 
than  attend  the  eating  of  chestnuts  in  Europe,  yet  even  <if  tliose 
they  did  not  have  their  hll.     Thus  passed  the  first  Winter. 

In  the  Spring  and  Snnimei",  tlninks  to  some  little  game,  they 
eked  out  a  living  with  less  difficulty,  killing  from  time  to  time 
Ducks,  Bustards,  or  Pigeons,  whieh  furnished  them  delightful 
ban(]uets;  while  Ivasplnu'ries  and  other  similar  small  fruits 
served  tliem  as  choiec;  refreshments.  (Virn  and  lin  ad  are  en- 
tirely unknoNvn  in  those  eouiitries. 

AVlien  the  seeond  Winter  eanie,  the  I'^renehnien,  having  ob- 
served how  the  Savages  carried  u\\  their  ti-hing,  resolved  to 

^This  was  i)rol)al)l5'  the  tripe  dc  roche  ( V  )nbilicuriii  IhUcnti),  one  of 
the  edible  species  of  lichen,  growing;  iu)on  roiks  in  Canada.  It  is  often 
mentioned  by  early  explorers.  Perrot  (Taliban's  e»l.,  p.  52)  discribei 
It  as  "a  fcort  of  gray  moss,  dry,  which  has  no  llasor  of  its  own.  tast- 
ing only  of  the  soil,  and  of  the  soui)  in  which  it  is  cooked:  without 
it,  most  of  the  families  would  die  of  hunger."  Father  Andr»'«  tlidation 
of  1G71)  says  of  it:  "It  is  necessary  to  close  one's  eyes  when  one  bo- 
gins  to  eat  it."  Charlevoix  (Jounml  IlistoriQuc,  p.  332)  mentions  it 
in  similar  terras. — Jes.  Relations,  xxxv,  p.  292. 
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imitate  them, —  deeming  liun£?er  still  liarder  to  hear  than  the 
arduous  hihor  and  risks  attending  such  fishing.  It  ^vas  a  sight 
to  arouse  pity,  to  see  poor  Frenchmen  in  a  Canoe,  amid  rain 
and  snow,  horne  liither  and  tliither  hy  whirlwinds  on  those  great 
Lakes,  which  often  show  waves  as  high  as  those  of  the  Sea.  The 
men  fre(|uent]y  found  tlieir  liands  and  feet  frozen  uj)on  their 
rrhii'ii,  while  occH'-'i" 'ini  1  ly  (hey  wnc  h\i  r(;il.(  ii  by  iW^rk  ;i 
tall  o{  powvJfc'iy  ;>hMV\  ,  dr  iven  a«^.iiiiv>(  thein  by  a  violent  wind, 
(hai  (he  one  steering  ( h^  (/an(n'  cnnhl  imt  s«-('  hiN  eonijianion  in 
the  how.  J-Iow  then  gain  the  ])<>rt  (  VeriJy,  as  ol'ten  as  they 
reached  land,  their  doing  so  seemed  to  ho  a  little  miracle. 
Whenever  their  fishing  Avas  successful,  they  laid  hy  a  little 
store,  which  they  smoked  and  used  for  provision  when  the  fish- 
ing was  over,  or  the  season  no  longer  admitted  of  fishing. 

There  is  in  that  country  a  certain  plant,  four  feet  or  tliere- 
ahout  in  height,  wdrich  grows  in  marshy  places.  A  little  before 
it  ears,  the  Savages  go  in  their  Canoes  and  hind  the  stalks  of 
these  plants  in  clusters,  which  they  separate  from  one  aru^ther 
by  as  much  space  as  is  needed  for  tlic  passage  of  a  Canoe  when 
they  return  to  gather  the  grain.  Harvest  time  having  come, 
they  guide  their  Canoes  through  ihe  little  alleys  which  they  have 
opened  across  this  grain-iield,  and  bending  dowii  the  (dustered 
masses  over  their  boats,  strip  them  of  tlieir  grain.  As  often  as 
a  Canoe  is  full,  they  go  and  empty  it  on  the  shore  into  a  ditch 
dug  at  the  water's  edge.  Then  they  tread  the  grain  and  stir  it 
about  long  enough  to  free  it  entirely  of  hulls;  after  which  they 
dry  it,  and  finally  put  it  into  bark  chests  for  keejjing.  This 
grain  much  resembles  Oats,  when  it  is  raw;  but,  on  being  cooked 
in  water,  it  swells  more  than  any  European  grain. — Jes.  Rcla- 
iioiis,  xlviii,  ]>]).  12,  115-1-b'h 


1GC2-72:    RELATIONS  BETWEEN  THE  WISCONSIN  TRIHES  .\N1> 

THE  SIOUX. 

[From  Perrot'tf  Ah  moire.'] 

Thi>  (hilaoiias  and  othtM*  trihes  lived  in  |u\ii'e.  diUMUU'  sevv  r.il 
jears,  in       Ci>\intry  to  which  thev  had  IKhI  tv>  avoid  being  bar- 
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assed  by  the  Scioiix.  An  Irroquois  l^and  came,  on  one  occasion, 
to  the  Sanlt  Sainte  J^Iavie,  in  order  to  find  some  village  to  eat 
[1GG2]  ;  they  were  confident  that,  since  they  had  spread  terror 
among  all  the  other  savages,  whom  they  had  driven  away  from 
their  homes,  they  had  cansed  themselves  to  l)e  feared  as  soon  as 
they  should  appear.  The  hundred  men  wdio  composed  the  Ir- 
roquois party  ascended  the  Sault  Sainte  ]\farie,  and  procee<led  to 
encamp  at  the  entrance  to  Lake  Superior,  about  five  leagues 
from  the  Sault ;  there  they  perceived  fires  burning  aL)ng  the 
hills  to  the  north,  not  very  far  from  them.  They  then  sent  otit 
scouts  toward  those  hills,  to  ascertain  who  might  be  there.  Some 
SaulteurSj  Outaouas,  Nepissings,  and  Amikouets  had  gone  from 
their  settlement  to  hunt  elk  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sault,  and  to 
carry  on  the  fishery  of  the  great  white  fisli,  or  salmon — which 
they  capture  there  in  great  abundance,  amid  the  foaming  waters 
of  those  rapids.  There  is  hardly  any  place  where  that  lish  is 
found  as  large  and  as  fat  as  are  those  at  the  Sault.  These  peo- 
ple were  scattered  al)Out,  hunting,  when  one  of  them  saw  the 
smoke  from  the  Irroquois  camp.  The  warning  was  sent  to  all 
their  men,  and  they  rallied  together,  to  the  number  of  (Uie  hun- 
dred warriors.  They  elected  as  chief  of  the  party  a  Saulteur, 
who  well  deserved  the  honor,  because  he  had  a  i borough  ac- 
quaintance with  the  country  where  they  were,  having  lived  there 
before  the  Irroquois  war.  *  *  *  After  the  defeat  of  the 
Irroquois,  the  Saulteurs  and  tluur  companions  returned  in  tri- 
umph to  Ivionconan  and  Chagouamikon,  v.  here  they  long  dwelt 
in  peace,  until  some  Ilurons,  who  Avent  to  hunt  on  the  l)orders 
of  the  Scioux  country  (for  ( ■hagouamikon  is  distant  from  it, 
in  a  straight  Hue,  only  fifty  or  sixty  leagues),  took  soiiu?  Sciv)UX 
prisoners.  They  carried  these  peo[)le  to  their  village,  and  alive, 
for  they  did  not  feel  inclined  to  kill  them  ;  the  captives  were  very 
kindly  received  there,  especially  by  the  Outaouas,  wlio  Ioade<i 
them  with  presents.  Although  they  did  n(^t  show  niucli  a})i)re- 
ciation  of  this  welcome,  it  is  certain  that  tliey  woidd  have  been 
thrown  into  the  kettle  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Outao\ias. 
Wlien  the  Scioux  were  ready  to  return  home,  they  were  accom- 
panied [tr)()r»-()C>]  by  Sinagos,  ('hi(^r  of  tlie  OutaiunH.  with  liid 
men  and  four  Frenchnuui.    'i1u\y  W(M'(^  lr(\\t(Ml  w  itii  great  kind- 
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ness  on  their  arrival,  and  during  all  their  stay  there;  but  they 
did  not  bring  back  many  peltries,  because  it  is  a  custom  among 
them  to  roast  the  beavers  in  preparing  them  as  food.  Honors 
were  heaped  upon  Chief  Sinagos,  and  they  sang  the  calumet  to 
liim — which  is  one  of  the  notable  marks  of  distinction  conferred 
by  them/  for  he  who  has  had  that  honor  becomes  thus  a  son  of 
the  tribe,  and  is  naturalized  as  such.  When  the  calumet  is  pre- 
sented and  sung  to  him,  obedience  is  due  to  liim  from  the  people 
of  the  tribe.  The  calumet  constrains  and  pledges  tliose  who 
have  sung  it  to  follow  to  war  the  man  in  whose  honor  it  has  been 
sung;  but  that  obligation  does  not  rest  upon  him.  The  calumet 
halts  the  warriors  belongi ug  to  the  tribe  of  those  who  have  sung 
it,  and  arrests  the  reprisals  which  they  could  lawfully  inflict  ou 
those  who  have  slain  their  tribesmen.  The  calumet  also  com- 
pels the  suspension  of  hostilities  and  secures  the  reception  of  dep- 
nties  from  hostile  tribes  who  are  sent  among  nations  whose  peo- 
ple have  been  recently  slain.  It  is,  in  one  word,  the  calumet 
which  has  authority  to  confirm  everything,  and  which  renders 
solemn  oaths  binding.  The  savages  believe  tluit  the  sun  gave  it 
to  the  Panys,-  and  that  since  then  it  has  been  communicated 
from  vilhige  to  village  as  far  as  the  Outaouas.  They  have  so 
much  respect  and  veneration  for  it  that  he  who  has  violated  the 
law  V)f  the  calumet  is  regarded  l)y  them  as  disloyal  and  traitor- 
ous; they  assert  that  ho  has  committed  a  criuie  which  cannot 
be  pardoned.  Those  of  the  prairies  have  the  utmost  attachment 
for  it,  and  regard  it  as  a  sacred  thing.  iS^ever  did  they  betray 
the  pledge  that  they  had  given  to  those  who  sang  it,  when  that 
nation  dealt  a  bhjw  against  their  own — uidess  he  who  luul  simg 

iSce  Ailouez's  description  of  tlie  calumet  dance,  post,  under  date  of 
1GG7;  also  Marquette's  more  detailed  account  of  it,  and  of  the  impor- 
tance attached  to  the  calumet,  in  Jcs.  Relations,  lix.  pp.  129-137  (the 
musical  notation  of  the  j>ong  is  given  at  p.  311).  A  docunuMit  which 
we  shall  give  in  the  present  series,  under  date  of  1744.  writtfui  by  the 
Jesuit  Le  Sueur,  stat(>s  that  tlie  dance  was  iiUroduccd  hy  the  Foxes 
(1720)  among  his  Abenaki  converts  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  with  tin*  view 
of  seducing  the  latter  from  their  French  alliance.— Ei). 

'^^anys:  t!ie  Pawnee  tribes,  originally  located  between  the  Niobrara 
and  Arkansas  rivers;  see  Coues's  account  of  this  group,  in  his  Lcuis 
and  Clark,  pp.  55 -57,  note  7.— Ed. 
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it  should  peril dio\i sly  take  part  in  the  attack  made  upon  them. 
That  Avoiild  he  tlie  hasest  of  all  traitorous  acts,  hecanse  it  would 
break  the  calnmct  in  pieces  and  disrupt  the  union  which  had 
been  contracted  tlirongh  its  agencj. 

I  liave  just  said  that  the  Scioux  sang  the  calumet  to  Chief 
Sinagos;  this  ceremony  was  performed  in  their  villages  with  au- 
thority and  soleiujiity.  All  the  cliicfs  were  present,  and  gave 
their  consent  to  an  inviolable  jx'uce.  After  that  solemnity, 
Chief  Sinagos,  with  his  peo])le  and  tlie  Frenchmen  who  had 
gone  with  hiui,  returned  to  Cluigonamikon,  assuring  the  Scioux 
that  he  would  revisit  them  the  f()]h)wiug  year.  This  he  failed 
to  do,  even  in  tlie  second  year  afterward  ;  and  tlu^  S<'i(»ux  did  not 
know  what  had  caused  him  to  lu'cak  his  ])romise.  It  happened, 
hoAvever  [l(i(>9-70],  that  some  llurons,  having  g(»nc  to  hunt 
far  toward  the  Scioux  country,  were  caplured  by  some  young 
men  of  tlnit  nation,  and  taken  to  llicir  A  illagc.  The  chief,  who 
had  sung  the  calumet  to  Sinagos,  was  greatly  incensed  at  see- 
ing these  prisoners,  and  made  it  his  business  to  protect  them; 
he  almost  attacked  those  who  had  ca})tured  them,  and  m*arly 
caused  war  between  his  villages  and  theii-s.  lie  took  possession 
of  the  captives,  and  set  them  at  liberty.  On  the  next  day,  this 
chief  sent  one  of  them  to  Chagouamikon,  in  order  to  as-ure  the 
ITurons  that  he  had  not  been  to  blame  in  ihe  late  afTair;  that 
the  attack  had  l)een  made  by  misguided  young  men,  Avho  were 
not  eyen  of  his  own  trihe;  and  that  in  a  few  days  he  himself 
would  conduct  to  their  homes  the  captive  s  whom  he  had  retained 
in  liis  village.  'Fhat  llur(»n,  whom  he  had  scMit  to  Cliaguua- 
niikon  to  assure  his  trihesmen  of  the  Scioux  chief's  .sincere  gx>od- 
will,  told  them — eitluu'  IxM-ause  he  I'lmse  to  lie,  (»r  beeause  some 
one  instigated  him  t(»  do  so— that  the  Sei.mx  li;id  unele  pri-ouera 
of  him  and  his  eompanions ;  that  he  had  f«»r(unately  c-eaped 
from  their  hands;  and  that  he  did  not  hnow,  since  liis  departure, 
whether  his  comrades  were  still  aliv(^  or  luul  been  put  to  death. 

The  Scioux  chief  wh(»  had  sung  th(^  calumet  to  Sinagos  cho?c 
to  go  in  person  to  restore  the  Huron  captives  to  their  nation. 
He  dei)arted  from  his  village  with  them;  but  when  lliey  came 
near  Chagouamikon  they  dest>rted  him.  Having  reaelird  tlioir 
friends,  they  d<>clared  that  tluy  had  just  escaped  from  death  by 
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flight.  The  Scioiix  chief,  not  seeing  those  persons  the  next 
morning,  was  much  surprised;  lie  neverthehiss  persisted  in  hia 
resolution  and  continued  on  his  way,  reaching  the  village  on  the 
same  day.  Not  daring,  however,  to  go  among  the  Huron?,  whom 
lie  distrusted,  he  entered  the  cabin  of  Chief  Sinagos,  to  whom 
he  had  sung  the  calumet,  who,  with  all  the  Outaouas,  received 
him  very  cordially.  lie  explained  to  them  that  he  had  set  the 
Hurons  free;  he  had  four  companions,  including  a  woman.  The 
Hurons,  crafty,  and  the  most  treacherous  of  all  the  savages — 
when  they  found  that  they  could  not  persuade  the  Outaouas  to 
deliver  the  Scioux  to  them,  concluded  to  see  what  coidd  be  done 
by  presents;  and  by  the  agency  of  these  they  gained  over  Chief 
Sinagos,  whose  house  the  Scioux  had  entered.  Such  was  their 
success  that  they  corrupted  him;  and  all  the  Outaouas,  follow- 
ing his  example,  were  so  carried  away  that  they  had  the  inhu- 
manity to  throw  the  Scioux  into  the  kettle  and  eat  them.  At 
the  same  time,  abandoning  their  villages,  they  went  to  live  at 
Michillimakinak  and  Manitoaletz  [1G70-T1].  The  next  year 
they  went  down  to  Montreal,  and  bought,  in  exchange  for  their 
peltries,  only  guns  and  munitions  of  war — intending  to  march 
against  the  Scioux,  build  a  fort  in  th(4r  country,  and  wage  war 
against  them  during  the  entire  winter.  lieturning  liomc  after 
this  trading  expedition,  they  hastily  gathered  in  their  grain- 
crops,  and  departed  in  a  body  to  march  against  the  Scioiix. 
Their  forces  were  increased  along  the  route;  f«n'  (^hief  Sinagod 
liad  for  a  brother-in-law  the  chief  of  the  Sakis,  who  resided  at 
the  Bay;  and  the  Pouteouatamis  and  the  Kenards  were  his  al- 
lies. As  the  Outaouas  had  bronght  with  tlu^n  all  the  goods 
wliich  they  had  obtained  in  trade  with  the  FriMich,  they  made 
present.^  of  these  to  the  Pouti'ouatiunis,  Sakis,  and  Kenards, 
who  formed  a  body  of  ovvv  a  thonsand  men,  all  having  guns  (U' 
other  ])()werful  W(^ai)()ns  of  delViis(\ 

As  soon  as  they  arrived  in  tlu^  Scioux  ci»nntry,  du'V  i'cll  upon 
some  little  villages,  ])utting  tlu^  men  (o  llight  an«l  carrving  away 
the  women  and  children  whom  they  found  lluM-e.  This  blow  was 
so  quickly  dealt  that  they  hnd  not  time  to  nM'onnoiler  or  to  oroot 
fort ifi(!at ions.  Tlu^  fugitiv(\s  (piickly  carried  the  alarm  to  tlio 
neighboring  villages,  the  men  of  which  hastened  iu  crowds  to 


30 


WISCONSIN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS.  [vol.xvi 


fall  upon  their  Giiciiiies,  and  so  viguroiij^ly  attacked  tlicni  that 
they  took  to  flight,  and  abandoned  the  fort  Avliich  they  had  com- 
menced. The  Scionx  pursued  them  Avitliout  intermission,  and 
slew  them  in  great  numbers,  for  tlieir  terr(»r  Avas  so  overwhelm- 
ing tliat  in  their  flight  they  had  thrown  away  their  weapons;  he- 
sides,  they  were  stripped  of  all  their  belongings,  an(l  nniny  of 
them  had  only  a  wretched  deerskin  for  co\-eriiig.  In  a'  w(jrd, 
nearly  all  of  them  perished — by  hghtiiig,  liy  hunger,  or  liy  the 
rigor  of  the  climate.  The  Kenards,  the  Xiskaouets,^  and  the 
Pouteouatamis,  tribes  less  inured  to  war  than  tlie  others,  were 
the  only  ones  whose  loss  was  not  so  great  in  this  enterprise;  and 
that  because  they  took  to  their  heels  at  the  licginning  of  the  com- 
bat. The  llurons,  the  ^Sinagos,  and  the  Sak's  distinguished 
themselves  on  this  occasion  and,  by  the  courageous  i-esistance 
that  they  made,  greatly  aided  the-  fugitives  by  gi\ing  them  time 
to  get  the  start  of  the  enemy.  At  the  end,  the  disorder  among 
them  was  so  great  that  they  ate  one  anuther  [1071-72  ]. 

The  two  chiefs  of  the  party  were  nuide  prisoners,  and  Sinagos 
was  recognized  as  the  num  to  whom  they  had  sung  the  calumet; 
they  reproached  him  with  his  perfldy  in  ha\'ing  eaten  the  very 
man  who  had  ado})ted  him  into  his  own  nation.  They  were, 
however,  unwilling  to  burn  eitlicr  him  or  his  brother-in-law ;  but 
they  made  him  go  to  a  repast,  and,  cutting  pieces  of  flesh  from 
his  thighs  and  all  other  parts  of  liis  body,  bi'oih'd  these  and  gave 
them  to  him  to  cat — informing  Sinagos  that,  as  he  had  eaten  so 
much  human  flesh  and  shown  himself  so  greedy  for  it,  he  might 
now  satiate  himself  upon  it  liy  eating  his  own.  Ilis  brother-in- 
law  received  the  same  ti'eatnieiit;  and  this  was  all  the  nuurisli- 
ment  that  they  I'eeeived  until  tliey  dic^l.  As  for  tlu^  other  i)i'is- 
oncrs,  they  were  all  shot  to  death  with  arrows,  except  a  ranys"*^ 
who  belonged  to  the  ehi(d'  oi'  those  sMvages;  and  he  was  st  ill  back 

iThe  Kiskakons,  tho  Bear  clan  of  llie  Ottawas;  in  IGTS.  th.  ir  village 
at  IMackiuac  nuiii])eri>(l  about  [)()()  souls  (Jcs.  Hrlat ions,  ]\'\,  \\.  »,;>).  l.ate 
in  the  seventccntli  century,  they  were  located  along  St.  Marys  river;  in 
1745,  they  had  wandered  as  far  south  as  Detroit. —  Ei». 

-The  Indian  trihes.  generally,  enslaved  their  captives  taken  in  war; 
and  these  slaves  were  also  transferred  to  the  whitrs.  esjiei  ially  to  (he 
French.      i3o  many  were  obtained  (largely  by  Ihr  Illinois)  from  the 
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to  Lis  own  country  that  he  might  faithfully  report  what  he  had 
seen  and  the  justice  that  had  been  administered. —  Perrot's 
Memolre,  pp.  90-101. 


1CG5:  ALLOUEZ  DESCRIBES  LAKE  SUPERIOR. 
[From  the  Jesuit  Relation  of  16GC-G7.] 

On  the  second  of  September,  then,  after  clearing  this  Sault 
[de  Sainte-J^darie], — which  is  not  a  waterfall,  but  merely  a  very 
swift  current  impeded  by  nitmerous  rocks, — we  entered  Lake 
Superior,  which  Avill  henceforth  bear  ]^^onsieul  de  Tracy's  name, 
in  recognition  of  indebtedness  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  those  regions. 

The  form  of  this  Lake  is  nearly  that  of  a  bow,  the  Southern 
shore  being  much  curved,  and  the  i^orthern  nearly  straight. 
Fij^li  are  abundant  there,  and  of  excellent  cpiality;  Avhile  the 
water  is  so  clear  and  pure  that  objects  at  the  bottom  can  be 
seen  to  the  depth  of  six  brasses. 

Tlie  Savages  revere  this  Lake  as  a  Divinity,  and  ofler  it  Sac- 
rifices, whether  on  account  of  its  size, — for  its  length  is  two  hun- 
dred leagues,  and  is  greatest  width  ciglity, — or  because  of  its 
goodness  in  furnishing  fish  for  the  sustenance  of  all  these  tribes, 
in  default  of  game,  Avhich  is  scarce  in  the  neighborhood. 

One  often  finds  at  tlie  bottom  of  the  water  pieces  of  pure  cop- 
per, of  ten  and  twenty  ])ounds'  weight.  I  have  several  times 
seen  such  i)ieces  in  tlie  Savages'  hands;  and,  since  they  are  su- 
perstitious, they  keep  them  as  so  many  divinities,  or  as  presents 
wliich  tlie  gods  dwelling  beneath  the  water  have  given  them,  and 
on  which  their  welfare  is  to  dei)end.  For  (his  reason  ihoN  pre- 
serve these  pieces  of  copper,  wrapped  up,  among  their  most 
precious  possessions.    Some  have  kept  them  for  nu»r(^  than  fifty 

Pawnees, —  who  were,  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  sottk^l  on  Iho 
Missouri  river, —  that  Indian  slaves  were  everywhere  known  by  the 
general  term  panis.  Slavery  in  Canada  was  not  legally  abolished  until 
1834  —Jci-.  Relations,  ixix,  p.  301.    See  also,  p.  27  ante,  note  2.— Kn. 

iln  honor  of  Alexandre  de  Prouville,  marquis  do  Traey.  jrovernor- 
general  from  1GG3  to  1GG7  of  the  French  possessions  in  Amorii  a  -  Kn. 
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years;  others  have  had  tlieiii  in  their  families  from  time  im- 
memorial, and  cherisli  them  as  household  gods. 

For  some  time,  there  had  been  seen  a  sort  of  great  roek,  all 
of  copper,  the  point  of  which  projected  from  the  water;  this 
gave  passersdjy  the  opportunity  to  go  and  cut  olF  pieces  from  it. 
When,  liowever,  I  passed  that  spot,  nothing  more  was  seen  of  it ; 
and  I  think  that  the  storms — which  here  are  very  frecpient,  and 
like  those  at  Sea  —  have  covered  the  rock  with  sand.  Our  Sav- 
ages tried  to  persuade  me  that  it  was  a  divinity^  ^vho  had  disap- 
peared for  some  reason  which  they  do  not  state. 

This  Lake  is,  furthermore,  the  resort  of  twelve  or  fifteen  dis- 
tinct nations — coming,  some  from  the  IXorth,  others  from  the 
South,  and  still  others  from  the  West;  and  they  all  betake  them- 
selves either  to  the  best  parts  of  the  shore  for  fishing,  or  to  the 
Islands,  which  are  scattered  in  great  nund^ers  all  over  the  Lake. 
These  peoples'  motive  in  repairing  hither  is  partly  to  obtain 
food  hy  fishing,  and  partly  to  transact  their  petty  trading  with 
one  another,  when  they  meet.  But  God's  purpose  was  to  facili- 
tate the  proclaiming  of  the  Gospel  to  wandering  and  vagrant 
tribes- — as  will  appear  in  the  cuurse  of  this  fJournal. — Jcs.  lU- 
lalions,  1,  pp.  2G5-2G7. 


1665-66 f    PERROT  VISITS   THE   WISCONSIN  TRIBES,  AND  IN- 
DUCES THEM  TO  BECOME  ALLIES  OF  THE  FRENCH. 

[From  La  Potherie.] 

While  we  vrei'e  waging  war  with  the;  rnxpiois,  ihu^c  [Ottawa 
tribes]  who  dwelt  about  Lake  ]lurt»n  llrd  |.>  Cliag-iuainikHn, 

1  See,  post  (under  date  of  167i),  Dablou's  ariount  of  tin-  cdiipiM-  iiiiiirs 
of  Lake  Superior. —  Eu. 

-For  aecounts  of  AUouez's  missionary  \vork  in  New  Frarice  ( lo.".^ 
see  his  own  writings,  Jcs.  iiClations,  xli\  lii,  liv,  Ivii  1\;  Rov.  .1.  S.  La 
Boule's  sketch,  in  Parkman  Club  rublicatiuns,  no.  17  (Milwaukee. 
1897);  and  Father  Chrysostoni  Verwyst's  Missionary  Labors  (Milwau- 
kee, LS86).  AUouez  eauu^  lo  Canada  in  16:»S;  hi.s  labors  amoni;  Ibo 
WeHt(M-n  tribes  began  in  1(1(1.').  and  ("onliinicd  utUil  his  dvalh,  whiih 
0('cnrr(Ml  Aug.  127.  1  (;S!1.  -  -  I-^p. 
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which  is  on  Lake  Siii)erior;  they  camo  down  to  IMontreal  only 
when  tliey  wished  to  sell  their  Peltries,  and  then  trendjling  with 
dread  of  the  enemy.  The  Trade  was  not  yet  opened  with  the 
Outaouaks.  The  name  of  the  French  people  gradually  became 
known  in  that  region,  and  some  of  the  French  made  their  way 
into  those  places  where  they  believed  that  they  could  make  some 
profit;  it  was  a  Peru  for  them.  The  Savages  could  not  under- 
stand why  these  men  came  so  far  to  search  for  their  worn-out 
beaver  robes  ;^  meanwhile  they  admired  the  wares  brought  to 
them  by  the  French,  which  they  regarded  as  extremely  pre- 
cious. The  knives,  the  hatchets,  and  above  all  the  iron  weapons, 
could  not  be  sufficiently  praised  ;  and  the  guns  so  astonished 
them  that  they  declared  that  there  was  a  spirit  ^vitliin  the  gun, 
which  caused  the  loud  noise  made  when  it  was  fired. 
The  Savages  often  took  them  [the  Frenchmen]  for  Spirits  and 
Gods;  if  any  Tribe  had  some  Frenchmen  among  them,  that  wad 
sufficient  to  make  them  feel  safe  from  any  injuries  that  their 
neighhors  might  infiict  U[)on  tluMu,  and  tlui  French  became 
Mediators  in  all  their  (piarrels.  The  detailed  conversations 
which  I  have  had  with  many  \"(>yageurs  in  those  countries  have 
supplied  me  with  material  for  my  accounts  of  those  Peo[)les;  all 
that  they  have  told  me  ahout  them  has  so  uniforndy  agreed  that 
I  have  felt  that  it  \v()uld  he  a  favor  to  tin*  [)ul)li('  to  give  it  some 
idea  of  that  vast  region. 

Sieur  Perot  has  best  known  those  Xations;  the  governors-gen- 
eral of  (Janada  have  always  eni[)loyed  him  in  all  their  schemes; 
and  his  acquaintance  with  the  savage  tongues,  his  experience, 
and  his  mental  ability  have  enabled  him  to  nud;e  discoveries 
which  gave  op[)ortunity  to  iMonsienr  (hi  hi  Salle  to  i)nsh  forward 
all  tlu)se  exi)l()rations  in  which  \\v.  achii^ved  so  great  success.  It 
was  through  his  agencty  that  tlu^  Mississippi  Immmuh^  known, 
lie  rendered  very  important  s('rvi('(\s  to  the  ('oh)ny,  ma<le  knnwn 

iTlie  beaver-skins  most  sought  by  the  Vvvnvh  wcvv  tliosi*  dt^signato  l 
by  the  name  of  castor  gras  iVhivcr  ("greasy,  or  fat.  winter  boavor")  — 
that  is,  the  skins  of  beavers  killed  during  the  winter,  and  of  wliicl:  tha 
savages  had  made  robos,  which  they  had  worn  sufHiMontly  long  to 
grease  them  through,  by  their  sweat  penetrating  to  the  roots  of  tbe 
fur.— Tailhan,  in  Vcrrot,  p.  317. 
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the  glory  of  the  King  among  those  Peoples,  and  indnceJ  them 
to  form  an  alliance  with  ns.  On  one  occasion,  among  the  Pou- 
teonatemis,  he  WiiS  regai'ded  as  a  God.  ("nriosity  induced  him 
to  form  the  acquaintance  of  this  i^ation,  who  dwelt  at  the  loot  of 
the  Pay  of  Pnans  [Green  Pay].  They  had  heard  of  the  Prench, 
and  their  desire  to  become  acqnainted  with  them  in  order  tu  se- 
cnre  the  trade  with  them  had  induced  these  savages  To  go  down 
to  ]\lontreal,  irnder  the  guidance  of  a  Avandering  Outaouak  avIio 
was  glad  to  conduct  tlieni  thither.  ^JMjc  Prench  had  heen  de- 
scribed to  them  as  covered  with  hair  (the  Savages  have  no 
beards),  and  they  believed  that  wt  were  of  a  diliercnt  species 
from  other  men.  Tliey  were  astonished  to  see  that  we  were 
inade  like  themselves,  and  regarded  it  as  a  ]  resent  that  the  Sky 
and  the  Spirits  had  jnade  them  in  ])einiitring  one  of  tlie  cele>tial 
beings  to  enter  their  land,  Plie  Old  Mi-ii  solemnly  sm"kc<l  a 
Calumet  and  cam(3  into  his  presence,  olfering  it  as  homage  that 
they  rendered  to  him.  After  he  had  buioked  the  Calumet,  it 
was  presented  by  the  Chief  to  his  tri])esmen,  who  all  ort'ci-c  d  ii  in 
turn  to  one  another,  blov^dng  from  their  mouths  the  t()baeco 
sinoke  over  him  as  if  it  were  incense.*  1diey  said  to  him: 
"Thou  art  one  of  the  chief  spirits,  since  thou  use-t  iron;  it  is 
for  thee  to  ruh;  and  protect  all  men.  Praised  be  the  Sun,  wliich 
lias  instructed  thee  and  sent  thee  to  our  country."  They  adored 
liim  as  a  God;  they  to(»]v  his  knlxcs  and  liatcbcts  auvl  in(\  used 
tliem  with  the  tobacco-sm(»ke  from  llicir  mouths;  and  they  pre- 
sented to  him  so  many  kinds  of  fo(M]  tlnit  he  could  not  taste  thorn 
all.  "ft  is  a  Spirit,''  they  said;  "these  provisi(»ns  ihal  ho  has 
m»t  ta.sted  are  not  A\-orlhy  (d'  \\i<  li|»s."  Wdn'U  he  h'l"l  tlic  r^Miui, 
they  insisted  ow  can-ying  liim  upt.ii  their  >]i(»uldeis;  ihe  way 
over  which  he  pas,>e<l  was  ma(h'  cK'iir;  ihey  did  u<it  tlaro  ln<.k  in 
liis  iac(;;  and  tlie  women  and  chihlreu  walch.ed  him  I'mni  a  ilis- 
tance.  ''Jle  is  a  Spii'il,"'  they  said;  "Id  u^  sIkiw  ^air  alYedinn 
for  him,  and  lie  \\  ill  \\a\v  pity  <ui  u-."'  The  Savai:*^  who  IkhI 
introduced  him  to  this  Iribe  was,  in  aekin i\\  Icdi^iueiit  thereof, 
treated  as  a  Captain.     Perot  was  cai'etul  not  to  reccdve  all  tlie!>e 

'Among  many  al)ori^iiial  trilics  of  North  America,  it  was  customary 
to  offer  tobacco  to  thcii'  deities;  see  ./(:;.  Hvhitions,  x.  pp.  324  325,  and 
Peter  Jones's  Ojtbuan  Indians.  \).  2^^). — Viv. 
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acts  of  adoration,  althoiigh  he  accepted  these  honors  so  far  as 
the  interests  of  Religion  were  not  concerned.  He  tohl  them 
that  he  wns  not  what  tliey  thought,  but  only  a  rrenchman ;  that 
the  real  Spirit  who  had  made  all  had  given  to  the  French  the 
knowledge  of  iron,  and  the  Ability  to  handle  it  as  if  it  were 
paste.  He  said  that  that  Spirit,  desiring  to  show  his  pity  for 
his  Creatures,  had  permitted  the  French  Xation  to  settle  in 
their  country  in  order  to  remove  them  from  the  blindness  in 
which  they  had  d^velt,  as  they  had  not  known  the  true  God,  the 
author  of  Nature,  whom  the  French  adored  ;  that,  when  they 
had  established  a  friendship  with  the  French,  they  would  re- 
ceive from  the  latter  all  possible  assistance;  and  that  he  had 
come  to  facilitate  ac(piaintance  between  them  by  tlie  discoveries 
of  the  various  tribes  which  he  was  making.  And,  as  the  Beaver 
was  valued  by  his  people,  he  wished  to  ascertain  Avliether  there 
were  not  a  good  opportunity  for  them  to  carry  on  Trade  therein. 

At  that  time,  there  was  war  between  that  Tribe  and  their 
neighbors,  the  ^Ealhoininis.  The  latter,  while  Inniting  ^\  ith  the 
Outagamis,  had  Ijy  luistake  slain  a  Pouteouat(;mi,  who  Avas  on 
his  way  to  tlie  Outagamis.  The  Pouteouatemis,  incensed  at 
this  aifront,  deliberately  broke  the  head  of  a  ]\ralhomini  who 
was  auiong  the  Puans.  Tu  the  l^ouleouatemi  ViHage  there 
were  only  wome]i  aud  old  luen,  as  the  ^M)uug  Afen  had  gone 
for  tlie  first  tiiue  to  traih'.  at  ^lontreal;  and  there  was  reason  to 
fear  that  the  Malhominis  would  proHt  by  that  mischance. 
Perot,  who  was  desirous  of  nudving  their  acipmiutance,  offered 
to  mediate  a  l*eace  betwe(ui  theui.  When  he  h;id  arrived 
within  half  a  league  of  the  Village,  he  sent  a  man  to  tell  tlieiu 
tliat  a  Freucliuiau  A\'as  eoiuiug  to  visit  tlieui;  this  news  caused 
uui\'ersal  joy.  All  the  youths  cauie  at  ouce  to  uieet  him,  bear- 
ing their  weapous  aud  llieir  warlike  ;idoruin(  Jit-<,  all  uuireliiug 
in  hie,  with  frightful  eoutorlious  aud  yells;  litis  was  tlie  most 
lionorable  rv^ception  tluit  they  thought  it  possible^  to  give  hiui. 
lie  \\;is  U(»t  uueasy,  but  lli'ed  a  guu  iii  the  ;iir  far  away  as  he 
could  see  IIkmu;  this  noise,  which  sceuud  to  tlieui  so  exlranrdi- 
nary,  caus(Ml  theui  to  hall  suddenly,  gaziug  at  the  Suu  in  njot>t 
ludicrcuis  attitudes.  .After  la*  lunl  luadt^  theui  uuthu'stand  that 
he  had  coiue  not  to  distui'b  their  renose.  but  to  t'orui  an  alliance 
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with  them,  tlicy  approached  him  with  many  gesticulations. 
The  Calumet  was  presented  to  him;  and,  when  he  was  ready  to 
proceed  to  the  Village,  one  of  the  savages  stooped  down  in  order 
to  carry  Perot  upon  his  shoiildert: ;  hut  his  Interpreter  assured 
them  that  he  had  refused  such  honors  among  many  Xatitjns. 
He  was  escorted  with  assiduous  attentions;  they  vied  with  one 
another  in  clearing  the  path,  and  in  hreaking  off  the  hrauches 
of  trees  wdiicli  hung  in  the  way.  The  w^nnen  and  cliihlreu, 
who  had  heard  ''the  Spirit'^  (for  thus  they  call  a  gun),  had  fled 
into  the  woods.  The  men  assemhled  in  the  cabin  of  the  leading 
war  Chief,  where  they  danced  the  Calumet  to  the  sound  of  the 
drum.  He  had  them  all  assemble  next  day,  and  madi;  them  a 
speech  in  nearly  these  words:         ^-  The  Tathcr  of  the 

Malhomini  who  had  been  murdered  by  the  Pouteouatemis  ar«)-e 
and  took  the  collar  that  Perot  had  given  him;  he  lightt.'d  his 
Calumet,  and  presented  it  to  him,  and  then  gave  it  to  the  Chief 
and  all  who  were  present,  Avho  smoked  it  in  turn  ;  then  he  began 
to  sing,  holding  the  Calumet  in  one  hand,  and  the  collar  in  the 
other.  He  went  otit  of  the  cabin  while  he  sang,  and,  j)reN(Miiing 
the  Caltimet  and  collar  toward  the  Sun,  he  walked  sometimes 
backwards,  sometimes  forwards;  he  made  the  circuit  of  his  own 
cabin,  went  past  a  great  nund)er  of  those  in  the  Village,  and 
finally  returned  to  that  of  the  Chief.  There  he  declared  that 
ho  attached  himself  wholly  to  the  French;  that  he  believed  the 
living  Spirit,  who  had,  in  behalf  of  all  the  Spii-its,  domination 
over  all  other  men,  who  were  inferior  to  him  ;  that  all  his  Xatinu 
had  the  same  sentiuK'nts;  and  that  they  asked  only  the  protec- 
tion of  (he  I^Vench,  fi'om  whom  they  hoped  for  lit'r  ;ind  I"r 
obtaining  all  that  is  necessary  to  man. 

The  Pouteouatemis  were  very  impatient  to  learn  the  fate  of 
their  peo])le  who  had  gone  ti-a<ling  lo  Montreal;  they  fearo<l 
that  Uie  French  might  tr(>at  them  l^ndly.  or  that  (liev  would  be 
defeated  by  tlu^  lro(|uois.  AeeorJingly,  (hey  had  recourse  lo 
Perot/s  guid(\  who  was  a  master  fluggler.  Thai  I'alse  Prophet 
built  hims(df  a  little  to\\'(>r  of  poles,  and  (herein  ehan((>d  several 
songs,  (hi'ough  which  he  iuNoked  all  lh(>  internal  spirits  lo  |(>11 
him  where  the  Pout(H)ua(emis  wer**.  The  rej»ly  was  (hat  (boy 
were  at  (In^  ( )ulamanis( ik  K*i\er,  which  i-  three  day>'  journoy 
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from  llicii-  \'ill;t,<;»' ;'  lluil,  llicy  liiid  l»(  (  11  wcli  i-('c<-i\ <  (l  l)y  tliu 
I^'rciicli  ;  jiihI  llial  llic.y  were  In-iiijilii^- a  Jiir^c  supply  ol'  iii(  i-cli;ni- 
(lisc.  'I'hi.s  Oi'aclc  would  lia\(;  licc  ii  |jcli('V('<l  it'  Fei'ol,  wlio 
knew  tliat  his  I Jit(;r])r('tcr  liad  jdayc^l  tlie  J  iiiiglcr,  liad  not  de- 
clared that  he  "was  a  liar.  'Jdie  hatter  eaiiie  to  Perot,  and  heaped 
upon  him  loud  reproaches,  complaining  that  he  did  not  at  all 
realize  what  hardships  his  Interpreter  had  encountered  in -this 
Voyage,  and  that  it  was  Perot's  fault  that  he  had  not  been  rec- 
ompensed for  his  prediction.  The  Old  ^Icn  begged  that  Perot 
himself  would  relieve  them  from  their  anxiety.  After  telling 
them  that  such  knowledge  belonged  oidy  to  (Jod,  he  made  a  cal- 
culation, from  the  day  of  their  departure,  of  the  stay  that  they 
Avould  probably  make  at  Montreal,  and  of  the  time  when  their 
return  might  be  expected;  and  determined  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  time  when  they  could  reach  home.  Fifteen  days  later,  a 
man  Fishing  for  Sturgeon  came  to  the  Village  in  great  fright, 
to  warn  them  that  he  had  seen  a  Canoe,  from  which  several  gun- 
shots had  ])rocceded  ;  this  was  enough  to  make  them  believe  that 
the  Iro(piois  were  coming  against  them.  Disordc^r  ju'evailed 
throughout  the  Village;  they  were  ready  to  flee  into  the  woods 
or  to  shut  themselves  into  their  Fort.  Idiere  was  no  probability 
that  these  were  Iroquois,  wdio  usually  make  their  attacks  by 
st(alth;  Perot  conjecfurcnl  that  they  were  prob;d)ly  their  own 
men,  wdio  were  thus  disj)laying  their  joy  as  they  came  near  the 
Villager  In  fact,  a  young  man  who  had  been  sent  out  as  a 
scout  cauH^  back,  in  breathless  haste,  ami  reported  that  it  \va9 
their  own  peoj)le  who  were  returning.  1  l"  iheir  terror  Inul 
caused  giMieral  eonslernal  ion,  this  i;ood  new  s  eanst-d  no  less  joy 
throughout  the  village.  Two  diiet's,  who  had  socmi  Perot  blow 
into  iiis  gnu  at  the  time  of  the  tirsl  alarm.  eam(^  t«>  let  him  l<no\v 
of  the  arrival  (d'  tlieir  jx'ople,  and  beggc(l  him  always  to  eon.-tdt 
his  gun.  All  wei-e  eager  to  rei'cive  the  fleet.  As  they 
approached,  the  lU'W-eomers  discharged  a  sal\  ("  <d  mu-^kct  ry,  fol- 
ic.wed  by  sliouts  and  ycdls,  and  continued  ilu'ir  liidng  as  they 
came  toward  the  \'illag(\     WIumi  tluy  wore  two  ov  \\\vcc  \\\u\- 

iTlie  Manistiqiie  rivor,  whiili.  with  its  t riluitarios.  wators  School- 
craft county,  Midi. — Kn. 
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dred  paces  from  the  bkore,  the  Chief  rose  iu  liis  canoe  and  liar- 
angTied  the  Old  j\lon  who  stood  at  the  water's  edge;  he  gave  an 
account  of  the  fav^orable  reception  wliicdi  liad  been  accorded 
thein  {it  ]\Iontreah  An  old  man  informed  them,  meanwhile 
praising  the  Sky  and  the  Sun  who  liad  thus  fas'orod  them,  that 
there  was  a  Frenchman  in  the  Village  wh«)  had  protected  tliL-m 
in  several  times  of  danger ;  at  this,  the  P(mteouatemis  suddenly 
Hung-  themselves  into  the  water,  to  show  their  joy  at  so  pleading 
an  occurrence.  They  had  taken  pleasure  in  [)ainting  them- 
selves in  a  very  peculiar  manner;  and  the  French  garments, 
which  had  been  intended  to  make  them  uku'c  comfortable,  dis- 
figured them  in  a  ludicrous  fashion.  They  '-arried  Perot  with 
them,  wliether  or  no  he  W(^uld,  in  a  scarlet  blanket,  and  nnide 
him  go  around  the  Fort,  while  they  marched  in  double  tiles  iu 
front  and  behind  him,  with  guns  over  thi-ir  shoulders,  often  tir- 
ing volleys.  This  Cortege  arrived  at  the  (rabin  of  the  (?hief 
who  had  led  the  band,  where  all  the  Cld  ^len  were  assemblod ; 
and  a  great  feast  of  Sturgeon  was  served.  This  ('hief  then  re- 
lated a  more  detailed  account  of  his  Voyage,  and  gave  a  very 
correct  idea  of  French  usages,  lie  describe(l  how  the  trade 
was  carried  on;  he  spoke  with  enthusiasm  of  what  he  had  seen 
in  the  houses,  especially  of  the  cooking;  and  he  did  not  forget 
to  exalt  Onontiv;,^  who  had  called  them  his  children  and  had 
regaled  them  with  bread,  prunes,  and  raisins,  which  seemed  to 
them  great  d(ilica(des. 

I'hose  i*eo[)les  were  so  deligh(e<l  with  the  allianc(;  that  ihoy 
had  just  made  that  they  sent  deputies  in  every  dii'iH'tion  to  in- 
form th(^  Illinois,  Miamis,  Oulagamis,  A! askouteehs,  and  Kika- 
bous  that  they  had  been  at  i\b)n(reab  wluMiee  they  had  bruught 
mucli  merchandise;  they  besought  those  tril»es  to  visit  them  an.l 
bring  them  Beavers.  Those  Nations  were  too  far  ;nvay  to  profic 
by  this  at  lir>l  ;  ciily  the  ()ntagaini<  eanie  to  e^labli-h  th.-m- 
s(dves  fo''  the  Winlci-  al  a  phiee  ihirly  h  ;mn»'s  iVom  ihe  lia\.  in 
order  to  share  in  the  benetit  of  th(^  goods  whieli  th(\v  could 
obtain  from  thi^  Pouleouatemis.    "I'lieir  liope  that  some  Freneli- 

iThe  Huron-I ri)i]iiois  appellation  oi  (ho  ^ommmot  nf  Canada;  aflor- 
ward  extended  to  the  governor  of  New  YorU.  ;ind  even  to  tin*  KiiiK  of 
Fran  -e.  — tCo. 
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iiieu  would  come  from  Cliagouamikoii  iiiduciMl  llicm  to  uccumii- 
late  as  many  Beavers  as  possible,  Tlie  Pouteouatemis  took  the 
Southern  part  of  the  Bay,  the  Sakis  the  iS^ortherii ;  the  PuauS; 
as  they  could  not  fish,  had  gone  into  the  woods  to  live  on  Deer 
and  Bears.  AVhen  the  Outagamis  had  formed  a.  Village  of  more 
than  six  hundred  Cabins,  they  sent  to  the  Sakis,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  Spring,  to  let  them  know  of  the  new  establishment  that 
they  had  formed.^  The  latter  sent  them  some  chiefs,  with  pres- 
ents, to  ask  them  to  remain  in  this  new  settlement;  they  were 
accompanied  by  some  Frenchmen.  Tliey  found  a  large  Vil- 
lage, but  (l('siilul(i  of  evcryl hiiig.  Tliost^  'pi'ophi  had  ouly  hve  or 
six  liah'licis,  which  had  no  edge,  and  ihcv  u.-^cd  Huv'^t',  by  (urns, 
for  cutting  their  wood;  lli(;y  had  hardly  one  kiiile  or  one  Ijod- 
kin  to  a  (!abin,  and  cut  tlicdr  meat  with  the  stones  which  they 
nsed  for  arrows;  and  they  scaled  their  hsh  with  mussel-shells. 
Want  rendered  them  so  hideous  that  they  aroused  compassion. 
Although  their  bodies  were  large,  they  seemed  deformed  in 
shap(i ;  they  had  very  disagreeable  faces,  brutisli  voi(,'es,  and  evil 
aspects.  They  were  continually  begging  from  our  Frenchmen 
who  went  among  them,  for  those  Savages  imagined  that  whati- 
ever  their  visitors  possessed  ought  to  l)e  given  to  them  gratis; 
everything  aroused  their  desires,  and  yet  they  had  few  Beavers 
to  sell.  The  French  thougliL  it  [)rudent  to  leave  to  the  Sakis 
for  the  Winter  the  trade  in  Peltries  with  the  Outagamis,  as 
they  could  carry  it  on  with  the  former  more  cpiietly  in  the 
Autunni. 

All  th(3  tribes  at  the  Bay  went  to  their  villages  after  the  Win- 
t(!r,  to  sow  theii"  gi'ain.  A  dis[)ute  occurred  between  two 
Frenchmen,  and  an  uld  man,  who  was  on(^  of  the  leading  men 

I  It  is  not  possible,  with  present  data,  to  locate  tli-.^  site  of  thi.s  ()\it:i- 
gamie  village,  further  than  to  say  that  it  w;is  i)rol)ably  in  Waupaui 
county,  somewhere  on  the  tattle  \\'o\t  river.  Verwyst  aiul  (]ary  plac») 
it  near  M  .kwa,  and  La  Boule  near  New  London;  while  Lawson  (in  his 
pamphlet,  J/i.v.vion  of  M/.  Mark,  Menasha,  October,  r.Mij)  locates  it  in 
"the  vicinity  of  Manawa,  Waupaca  county."  The  "little  lake  St. 
Francis"  mentioned  by  AUouez,  Lawson  identities  with  White  Lake, 
five  miles  south  of  Manawa;  other  writers  suppose  it  to  be  Little  l  ake 
Butte  des  Morts,  west  of  Menasha.  See  Jes.  Relations,  liv,  pp.  LM9.  307, 
308;  Iviii.  297.— Ed. 
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among  tlic  Pouteoiiateniis ;  tlie  foDiier  dcuiaiided  ]jayiiient  for 
the  goods;  but  he  did  not  show  iinich  inoliiiation  to  i)ay  ;  sliarp 
Avords  arose  on  botli  sides,  and  tlie^'  came  to  blows.  The  FrencL- 
men  v/ere  vigorously  attacked  by  the  Savages,  and  a  third  man 
came  to  the  aid  of  his  comrades.  'J'he  c^iifusiun  increased; 
that  Frenchman  tore  the  pendants  from  tlie  ears  oi  a  Savage, 
and  gave  him  a  blow  in  the  belly  which  felled  him  so  rudely 
that  with  difficulty  could  he  rise  again.  At  the  same  time  the 
Frenchman  received  a  blow  from  a  war-chib  on  his  head,  which 
caused  him  to  fall  motionless.  There  A\'ere  great  disputes 
among  the  savages  in  regard  to  the  French num  whu  had  just 
been  wounded,  who  had  rendered  many  serv  ices  to  the  Village. 
'J'here  were  three  families  interested  in  tliis  content i(tn — those 
of  the  lied  Carp,  of  the  F^lack  ( \irp,  and  of  th(^  F>car.^  The 
IFead  of  the  Lear  family- — an  ijitimatc;  friend  of  the  French- 
man, and  whose  son-in-law  was  the  Chief  of  the  Sakis — seized 
a  hatchet,  and  declared  that  he  would  perish  wirh  th(;  French- 
man, whom  the  people  of  the  Ilvd  Carp  had  slain.  The  Saki 
Chief,  hearing  the  voice  of  his  father-in-law,  called  his  own 
men  to  arms;  the  Bear  family  did  the  same;  and  the  wounded 
Irenchman  began  to  recover  consciousness.  Ife  calmed  the 
Sakis,  who  were  greatly  enraged ;  but  the  Savage  avIio  had  mal- 
treated him  was  compelled  to  abjindon  the  Village.  'Jhesc 
same  Frenchmen's  lives  were  in  danger  on  still  another  cicca>ion. 
One  of  them,  who  was  amusing  himself  with  some  arri»ws,  t<.'lJ 
a  Saki  who  Avas  bathing  at  the  water's  edge  to  ward  oil"  the  thaft 
that  he  was  going  to  let  lly  at  him.  The  Savage,  who  held  a 
fc.mall  })iece  of  cloth,  told  him  to  shoot  ;  but  he  was  not  adrcat 
enough  to  avoid  the  arrow,  which  wounded  him  in  the  bhvuihler. 
He  immediately  called  out  that  the  Frenchman  had  t^lain  him; 

1  Those  "families"  are,  in  reality,  the  tribal  divisions  now  Known  as 
"clr.ns"  or  "gentes;"  they  were  founded  on  consanpiiinity.  and  have 
been  characteristic  of  savage  society  in  all  tinns  and  countries.  Kach 
clan  had  its  distinctive  symbol  (called  "totem"  by  Algonqulan  tribes), 
usually  a  fish,  bird,  or  other  animal.  See  Jvs.  lit'lations,  x.\lx.  pp.  293, 
294;  Iviii,  293;  Ixvii,  153-157;  Miuu.  Hist.  CoUs.,  v.  pp.  44,  45;  V  S. 
Bureau  of  Ethnology's  ]\i'i)ort,  1S81  S2.  pp.  xxxviii  l\ii;  ;;n«l  .V.  Y. 
Cvlon.  Docs.,  ix,  175.  1052-68.— Ei». 
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but  anotlicr  Freiiclniian  liat^tened  to  tlie  Savage,  made  liirii  enter 
Lis  cabin,  and  drew  out  the  arrow.  lie  Avas  pacified  by  giving 
him  a  knife,  a  little  vermilion  to  paint  his  face,  and  a  piece  of 
tobacco.  This  present  Avas  effectual;  for  when,  at  the  Saki's 
cry,  several  of  his  comrades  came,  ready  to  avenge  him  on  the 
spot,  the  wounded  man  cried,  ''What  are  you  about?  I  am 
}iealed.  !Metaminens"  (Avhich  means  ^'little  Indian  corn" — 
this  name  they  had  given  to  the  Frenchman,  who  was  Perot 
himself)  ''has  tied  my  hands  by  this  ointment  Avhich  you  see 
upon  my  wound,  and  I  have  no  more  anger,"  at  the  same  time 
shov/ing  the  present  that  Perot  had  given  him.  This  presence 
of  mind  checked  the  disturbance  that  was  abou*^  to  arise. 

The  _Miamis,  the  Maskoutechs,  the  Ivikabous,  and  fifteen  cab- 
ins of  Islinois  came  toward  the  Bay  in  the  following  summer, 
and  made  their  clearings  thirt}'  miles  away,  beside  the  Outa- 
gamis,  toward  the  South.  These  Peoples,  for  Avhorn  the  Iro- 
quois were  looking,  had  gone  Soutlnvard  ahjng  the  ]\1  ississippi 
after  the  combat  which  I  have  mentioned.^  I^efore  that  flight, 
they  had  seen  knives  and  hatchets  in  the  hands  of  the  Ilurons 
v/lio  had  had  dealings  Avith  the  Prench,  which  induced  them  to 
associate  themselves  Avith  the  Nations  Avho  already  had  some 
union  with  us.  They  are  very  sportive  Avhen  among  their  OAvn 
people,  but  grave  before  Strangei's;  Avell  built;  lacking  in  intel- 
ligence, and  dull  of  apprehension;  easily  ])ersuaded ;  vain  in 
language  and  behavior,  and  extremely  selfish.  They  consider 
themselves  much  braver  than  their  neighbors;  they  are  great 
liars,  employing  every  kind  of  baseness  to  acconiplisli  their 
ends;  but  they  are  industrious,  indefatigable,  and  excellent 
pech'strians.  Por  tliis  last  reason,  they  are  c.'i11(h1  .Meto\isce- 
prinioueks,  Avhich  in  their  language  nutans  "Walkers." 

After  they  had  planted  their  fields  in  lliis  uvw  setth-ment, 
they  Avent  to  hunt  ('attic."  They  Avished  to  enlerlain  llie  peo- 
])le  at  the  l>ay;  so  Ihey  s(>nt  envoys  to  ask  the  Pout(HUiateniis 
to  visit  tliem,  and  to  bring  the  FrenchnuMi,  if  tluy  AvtMH^  still 

1  Apparently  a  reference  to  the  ovrithrow  of  the  Winnebagoes  by  the 
Illinois;  sec  p.  G,  ante. 

^Buffaloes  are  here  meant;  they  were  nsually  called  "wild  catlle"  or 
"wild  cowb"  by  the  early  French  writeris  and  explorcre  — Bd. 
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with  tlioni.  But  those  savages  were  careful  nut  to  let  their 
guests  know  how  desirous  their  neighljors  were  tu  ljec(jHic 
acquainted  with  the  French;  so  they  went  away  without  telling 
them,  and  came  back  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  loaded  witii  meat 
and  grease.  With  them  were  some  of  those  new  settlers,  who 
were  greatly  surprised  to  see  the  French— whom  they  re- 
proached for  not  having  come  to  visit  them  with  tlie  Pouteijua- 
temis.  The  French  saw  plainly  that  tlm  laKer  were  jealous, 
and  they  recognized  the  importance  of  becoming  acqiuiinted 
with  those  Peoples,  who  had  come  to  the  JJay  on  purpose  to 
trade  more  conveniently  with  us.  The  Pouteouatemis,  when 
they  saw  that  the  French  desired  to  go  away  svith  a  Miami  and 
a  Alaskoutech,  made  representations  to  them  lliat  there  were  no 
Peavers  among  those  })eople, — whu,  moreo\-er,  were  very  ]>oor- 
ish, — and  even  that  they  were  in  great  dang(;r  of  bcdng  ])lun- 
dered.  The  French  took  their  departure,  notwithstanding 
these  tales,  and  in  five  days  reached  the  vicinity  i.f  the  N'ilhiuf.' 
The  jMaskoutech  sent  ahead  the  Miami,  who  had  a  gun,  witli 
orders  to  fire  it  when  he  arrived  there;  the  report  of  the  gun 

iThe  location  of  the  Mascouten  village  is  a  disputed  question  among 
antiquarians.  Butterfield  and  some  other  writers  place  it  in  (JrciMi 
Lake  county — Father  La  Boule  near  Ste.  Marie,  Father  Holtzkuecht 
at  Marquette,  and  P.  V.  Lawson  "two  or  three  miles  from  Princeton;" 
while  George  Gary  concludes  that  it  was  in  Rushford  townsliip.  Wi:\- 
nebago  county.  Father  Verwyst,  Thouuis  Clithero,  and  A.  J.  Turner 
locate  the  village  near  Corning,  Columbia  county.  See  Jcs.  Uchit ii>n.i, 
liv,  p.  308;  Amcr.  Oath.  Jlist.  Ilcsca relics,  xii,  31-34,  TG  SO.  ami  xiv, 
08-100;  and  Oshkosh  Northiccstcrn,  Jan.  18,  li)02.  The  dimcuUy  arisoo 
nuiinly  from  the  apparent  discrepancy  in  the  statements  of  the  mis- 
sionaries who  visited  the  Mascoutens.  Marquette  says  (Jcs.  Itvl.ifion^, 
lix,  p.  105):  "At  three  leagues  from  Mi.skoulons  was  a  rivrr  wMrh 
discharged  into  lMississii)pi."  On  this  stat(>m('nt  is  based  the  claim  I'or 
the  Corning  site,  which  is  on  the  Fox  river  about  seven  miles  (by  ih<^. 
stream)  north  of  the  portage.  But  Allouez  (hi.,  liv,  pp.  Til,  2*Ji»)  lo- 
cate;i  the  village  a  day's  journ(W  ;ib()V(>  tlu;  junction  of  (lie  Wolf  ;in.l 
Fox— with  which  the  maps  cf  Joliet  and  Marcpictte  agree.  I'rincoton 
however,  miles  down  the  I'^ox  river  from  Portage,  and  llerlin  is  20 
miles  farther.  'VUc  mo.st  satisfactory  explanation  Is.  a  probable  error 
by  the  copyist  of  Marqm^te's  report,  in  writiiig  tniis  ("three")  for 
trcntc  ("thirty"):  thirty  French  leagues  would  be  about  72  miles.— Ko. 
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was  heard  soon  afterwai'd.  IlarJiy  had  thoy  rcachod  the  shore 
when  a  venerable  Ohl  ^lan  appeared,  and  a  Vronian  carrying 
a  bag  in  which  was  a  clay  pot  filled  with  coriiineal  porridge. 
More  than  two  hnndred  stout  young  men  cailie  upon  the  scene ; 
their  hair  was  adorned  with  headdresses  of  various  sorts,  and 
their  l)odies  ^vere  covered  with  tattooing  in  'hla.-k,  reprf^seni ing  , 
many  kinds  of  figures;  they  carried  arrows  and  war-clul>s,  and 
wore  girdles  and  leggings  of  braided  work.  The  <d(l  jiian  held 
in  his  hand  a  Calumet  of  red  stone,  with  a  long  stick  at  the  end; 
this  was  ornamented  in  its  whole  length  ^\•ith  ihe  luiads  of 
birds,  fiame-colored,  and  had  in  the  ndddle  a  bujieh  of  feathers 
colored  a  bright  red,  which  resend>led  a  great  fan.  As  >.oon  as 
he  espied  the  leader  of  the  Frenchmen,  he  presented  t<:>  him  tii^ 
Calumet,  on  the  side  next  to  the  Sun;  and  uttered  words  which 
were  apparently  addressed  to  all  the  Spirits  whom  those  Peo- 
ples adore.  The  old  man  held  it  sometimes  toward  tlu^  east, 
and  sometimes  toward  the  west;  then  toward  tlu)  Sun;  now  he 
would  stick  the  end  in  the  ground,  and  then  he  would  turn  the 
Calumet  around  him,  looking  at  it  as  if  he  were  trying  to  judnt 
out  the  whole  earth,  with  expressions  v/hich  gave;  the  French- 
nuin  to  understand  that  he  had  compassion  on  all  men.  Then 
he  rubbed  with  his  hands  Perot's  head,  l)ack,  legs,  and  feet,  and 
sometinies  his  own  l)ody.  ddiis  weh.'oinc^  lastcnl  a  long  time,  dur- 
ing which  the  Old  i\Ian  nnule  a  harangue,  alter  the  fashion  of  a 
prayer,  all  to  assure  the  Frenchman  ol'  tlu^  joy  which  nil  in  the 
Village  f(dt  at  his  arrival. 

One  of  the  men  spread  U[)on  the  gr.iss  a  large  painted  ox-skin, 
tli(^  hair  on  which  was  as  sol't  as  silk,  on  which  he  and  his  com- 
rade wer(3  nnide  to  .sit.  'Idie  Old  .M;in  -Iru'-k  two  pieccvs  nf 
wood  tngetli(U',  to  obtain  hre  t'rom  it  ;  but  il  woi  bo  e.>idd 
not  light  it.  Tho  Fn^nclninin  tlr.  w  f  olh  bis  ..wn  lire  ^leof  ;ind 
immediately  nnnb;  lire  w  ith  (indei'.'  Tbe  (  )ld  M;in  nli.-r.'tl 
loud  exelaniat  inns  jiboiit  tin'  iruii,  wbifli  -(■'•iihm]  |.,  Idin  ;i  .-j.ii  il  ; 
the  ( 'alunu'l  wa<  liLdi1'''b  and  (m-'Ii  nurii  ^inol:.  .|  ;  I  b-  y  mu  ' 

eat  ])on'iilge  and  di-i"'l  meat,  and    ud    llx'  jui<-c  ..f  lb.    '•',>>  u 

iFor  ilesoriinions  of  al.(;riirinul  p r o. ■•s  oi  lirT-ni.-il:.!!;', 
hitiniis,  \\,  217;  xii,  272;  al.>o.  V/ah/  r  i  "I'ir'  r»  t.i.inr.  >  • 

luH,"  in  U.  S.  Natl.  Mu;:i'\mi  L'tpoit,  1^<«V  UK.        ^-''-l  ■'•7  Iv* 


44 


WISCONSIN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS.       [vol.  xvi 


corn.  Again  tlie  Ciiluinet  ^vas  filknl,  aud  tli<^se  avLo  hiiir.kod 
blew  the  tobaeco-isindke  into  the  Frejichnian's  face,  as  the  great- 
est lienor  that  they  could  render  him  ;  he  saw  himself  smohed 
like  meat,  bnt  said  not  a  Avord.  lliis  ceremony  ended,  a  skin 
was  spread  for  the  Frenchman's  (Jomrade.  The  Savages 
thonght  that  it  was  their  duty  to  carry  the  French  guests;  but 
tlie  latter  informed  the  ]\Iaskouteclis  that,  as  tlu-y  could  shape 
the  iron,  they  had  strength  to  walk,  so  they  were  left  at  liberty. 
On  the  Avay,  they  rested  again,  and  the  sa.me  honoi's  were;  paid 
to  him  as  at  the  hrst  meeting.  Continuing  their  route,  they 
halted  near  a  high  hill,  at  tlie  summit  of  wiiicli  was  the  ^"illage; 
they  made  theii'  fourth  halt  here,  and  the  ceix'monies  were  re- 
peated. The  great  ( 'hief  of  the  ^Miamis  came  to  meet  them,  at 
the  head  of  morv.  than  three  thousand  men,  ac(*om})a]iied  by  the 
diiefs  of  other  Xatioiis  who  formed  part  of  the  Village.  Each 
of  these  Chiefs  had  a  Calumet,  as  handsome  as  that  <>f  the  Old 
Man;  they  were  entirely  naked,  wearing  only  shoes,  which 
were  artistically  endn'oidercd  lil^e  buskins;  they  sang,  as  they 
approached,  the  (\alumet  song,  which  they  uttered  in  cadence. 
When  they  reached  the  Frenchmen,  they  c<»ntinued  their  songs, 
meanwhile  bending  their  kn(^es,  in  tui'n,  ahnost  to  llui  ground. 
They  presented  the  (Jalnmet  to  the  Sun,  Avith  the  same  genunex- 
ions,  and  then  they  came  bac^k  to  the  ]n-incipal  Fr(>nchman, 
with  many  gesticulations,  Some  played  upon  insti'uments  the 
Calumet  songs,  and  others  sang  tliem,  h(tlding  the  Calumet  iii 
the  mouth  without  lighting  it.  A  war  (  hief  raised  Per(»t  u]H)n 
his  shoulders,  and,  accom])anied  by  all  llie  Musicians,  conducted 
him  to  the  Village.  'Idie  Maskonlecli  Avho  had  Ikm'ii  hi-  gnide 
ofi'ered  him  to  the  Mianiis,  to  be  lodge(|  among  them;  th(y  very 
amiably  declined,  being  unwilling  to  deju'ive  the  M a^1<<Miti'<-liS 
of  the  })leasure  of  j)ossessing  a  Frenchman  who  had  con<eiile(l 
to  come  undei-  tlieir  auspicc^s.  At  la^(  lie  was  j;d<en  to  ihe  (  \-ibin 
(d'  the  ('hief  ol'  tlie  Maskoutechs;  as  he  enlered,  the  liiihli'd  Cal- 
umet was  ])resen(ed  lo  him,  which  he  smoked;  and  lifty  guards- 
men were  pi'ovided  for  liim,  who  prexcnted  (he  erowd  i  rom 
annoying  him.  A  giand  rejiasl  was  ser\(  d.  the  various  courses 
of  wliicl)  reminded  oiu^  ol  feed ing  I  rtuigli'^  rallicr  than  dishes; 
the  food  was  '-ea-ciied  willi  the  f;il  ^>(  the  wild  o\.     The  Guards 
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took  good  care  that  provisions  should  be  Ijruught  often,  for  tliey 
profited  thereby. 

On  the  next  day,  the  Frenchman  gave  them,  as  presents,  a 
Gnn  and  a  Kettle;  and  made  them  the  following  speech,  which 
was  suited  to  their  character:  ''^len,  1  {idmire  your  youths; 
although  they  have  since  their  birth  seen  only  shadows,  they 
seem  to  me  as  fine-looking  as  those  Avho  are  born  in  regions 
where  the  Sun  always  displays  his  glory.  I  would  not  liave  be- 
lieved that  the  earth,  the  mother  of  all  men,  cuuld  have  fur- 
nished you  the  means  of  bubsistence  when  you  did  not  [)ossess 
the  light  of  the  Frenchman,  who  supplies  its  intluences  tu  nuuiy 
peo])les ;  [  lu^lieve  that  }'ou  will  become  another  nation  when 
you  become  acquainted  with  him.  I  aui  the  dawn  of  that  liglit, 
whi(;h  is  beginning  to  appear  in  your  lands, — as  it  were,  that 
which  j)recedes  the  Sun,  who  will  soon  shine  brightly  and  will 
cause  you  to  be  born  again,  in  another  land,  where  you  will  find, 
more  easily  and  in  greater  abundance,  all  that  can  be  necessary 
to  man.  I  se(!  this  fine  Village  hlle<l  with  young  men,  wlio  are, 
I  am  sure,  as  courageous  as  they  are  well  built;  and  who  will, 
without  doubt,  not  fear  their  euemies  if  tluw  carry  Freiudi 
weapons.  It  is  for  these  young  men  that  I  hnivi?  my  (jun,  which 
they  must  regard  as  the  pkidge  of  my  est(H'm  for  their  valor; 
they  must  us(»  it  if  they  ar(^  attacked.  Jt  will  also  be  more  sat- 
isfa(;tory  in  hunting  ( "attle  and  other  animals  than  are  all  tho 
arrows  that  you  use.  To  you  who  are  Old  ^len  1  leave  my  Ket- 
th; ;  I  cai'ry  it  everywlKU-e  without  fear  of  breakiug  it.  You 
\\'ill  cook  in  it  the  UK'at  that  your  young  men  bring  from  the 
chas(^,  and  the  food  which  you  offer  to  the  Frenchmen  who  como 
to  visit  NDU."  \U)  lossed  a  dozen  awls  and  knives  to  the  women, 
and  said  to  them:  "Throw  asiile  y(»ur  bniie  bodkins;  theso 
I'i'eneh  awls  \vill  be  mneh  ej.^icj'  to  u^e.  The->e  kni\e-  will  1k^ 
more  useful  to  you  in  killing  nea\'(Ms  and  in  culling  your  meat 
than  are  the  })ieces  (d*  stone  that  you  use."  TluMi,  throwing  to 
them  some  Kassade:'  ''See;  iliese  will  better  a<lt»rn  your  (Miil- 
di-en  and  (Jirls  than  do  their  usual  (•rnaments."     'i'he  Miamis 

lA  F'rench  term  for  porcelain  (\vainp\ni)  l)oa(ls  of  tlic  rouiiil  sort; 
they  wore  niuda  of  porcelain  or  g!a.ss,  both  white  and  coloroil.  I'lio 
lon^,  tubular  bcai!^  were  Known  as  rano)is. — Ed. 
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snid,  by  way  of  excuse  for  not  having  any  ]3eaver-skin.s,  that 
tliey  liad  nntil  then  roasted  tliose  animal.-. 

That  alliancT'  began,  tlierefore,  through  the  aiiency  of  Sieur 
Perot.  A  week  later  the  Savages  made  a  solemn  feast,  to 
tliaiik  the  Snn  f(tr  hiiving  conducted  hiui  to  their  Village.  In 
the  C'abin  of  the  great  Chief  of  the  LMiauiis  an  altar  had  been 
erected,  on  Avhicli  he  had  c;iu^ed  to  be  jdaced  a  Piudiik(jsa]i. 
Tills  is  a  Warrior's  Pouch,  rilled  villi  medicinal  herbs,  and 
v/rapped  in  the  skins  of  animals,  the  rarest  that  they  can  liiid  ; 
it  u.sually  contains  all  that  iny])ires  their  <1  reams.  Pei'ot,  vho 
did  not  approve  this  Altar,  told  the  great  C'hief  that  he  adored 
i\  G<')d  Avho  forbade  him  to  eat  tilings  sacriric(,'d  to  evil  Sjjirits 
or  to  the  skins  of  animals.  They  vere  greatly  surprised  at 
tills,  and  a^ked  if  he  Avould  eat  provided  they  shut  u})  their 
Manitous;  this  he  consented  to  do.  The  (Tiief  begged  Perot  to 
consecrate  him  to  his  Spirit,  A\l!om  Ik^  Avould  iheiu-eforth 
acknovdedge ;  he  said  that  he  vould  jtrefer  that  Spirit  to  his 
cvvn,  vdio  had  not  taught  them  to  make  I[alchets,  Kcllh-s,  and 
all  eLe  that  men  need;  and  hoped  thai  by  adoring  him  they 
would  obtain  all  the  kiK)wledge  that  the  Pren(di  had.  Tliis 
Chief  governed  his  people  as  a  sort  of  Sovereign  ;  he  had  his 
Guards,  and  Avhatever  he  sa.id  or  ordei'ed  was  regarded  as  Lav/. 

The  Pouteouatemis,  jealous  that  the  French  had  f(»nnd  tlie 
way  to  the  ^riainis,  secretly  sent-  a  Slave  to  the  latter,  who  eaid 
many  unkind  things  about  the  1^  rcncli ;  he  said  that  the  Poute- 
ouatemis held  (hem  in  th(^  utni<i<t  eonteiiipl.  ;ind  regarded  them 
j.s  dogs.  The  French,  who  had  heard  these  abusive  remarks, 
j)Ut  him  into  a  c(,ndilion  wliei'e  he  eouhl  say  i\u  more  onlrage<ni.s 
things;  the  Miiiinis  regai'ded  ihe  Six'claele  wilh  great  tran<|nil- 
lity.  When  it  v^as  lime  to  I'etiirii  t(»  llw  \Ia\\  the  (diiets  s-<-nt 
all  their  young  men  (o  escort  the  I  renehnu  ii  thilhtu',  and  made 
ihem  many  ])re>enls.  The  1*« 'iileonatem is.  having  learucil  of 
the  Frenehmairs  arrival,  came  to  assnre  him  of  llu'  interest.  Xhoy 
felt  in  his  sale  ichirii.  and  were  very  iiiipalieiit  lo  Know 
wdiether  th(^  Nations  fi'om  whom  he  had  come  had  treated  hlni 
W(dl.  Put  when  they  heard  [he  reproaelies  which  lie  ultered  for 
(heir  sending  a  Slave  who  had  >ai*l  most  ungenerous  things  re- 
garding (he  I^'rench  Nation,  they  aKempted  lo  maKi*  an  exphma- 
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tion  of  tlieir  conduct,  Imt  fully  justified  the  poor  opinion  Avliich 
he  alread}^  had  of  them.  The  Savages  have  this  characteristic, 
tljut  they  find  a  way  to  free  themselves  from  blame  in  any  evil 
iindeiiaking,  or  tu  make  it  succeed  without  seeming  to  have 
taken  part  in  it. 

It  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Pouleouatemis  to  keep  on  good 
tei'Jiis  with  the  French;  and  they  had  l)een  too  well  received- at 
Montreal  not  to  return  thither.  Indeed,  after  having  presented 
to  Perot  a  bag  of  Indian  corn,  that  he  might,  they  said,  '^eat  and 
swallow  the  suspicion  that  he  felt  toAvard  them,''  and  five  Beaver 
rol)es  to  serve  as  an  emetic  for  the  ill-will  and  vengeance  which 
lie  might  retain  in  his  heart,  they  sent  some  c»f  their  ])eople  on  a 
journey  to  Montreal.  When  they  came  in  sigho  of  ]\licliilinud':- 
inak,  wlrich  then  was  fre(|uented  oidy  by  them  and  the  Iro(]Uois, 
they  perceived  smoke.  AVhik^  they  were  trying  to  ascertain 
what  this  meant,  they  encountered  two  Iroquois,  and  saw 
another  Canoe  off  shore.  Each  party  was  alarmed  at  the  other ; 
as  for  the  li'0(piois,  they  took  to  iliglil,  \vhile  the  i^»uteoua^(■mis, 
])lying  their  paddles  against  contraiy  winds,  lied  to  their  own 
Village;  they  felt  an  extraordinary  anxiety,  for  they  knew  nut 
■what  measures  to  take  for  protection  against  the  Irocpiois.  All 
the  Nations  of  the  Pay  experienced  the  same  per])lexity.  Their 
terror  Avas  greatly  increased  when,  a  fortnight  later,  they  saw 
larger  tires  on  the  other  shoi-e  of  the  J3ay,  ami  heard  many  gun- 
shots. As  a  climax  to  their  fears,  the  scouts  whom  they  had 
sent  out  brought  back  the  news  that  they  had  seen  at  night  many 
canoes  made  in  Iroquois  fashion,  in  one  of  which  was  a  gun,  and 
a  blaidvct  of  Iroquois  nnit(M-ial ;  and  some  men,  who  were  sleep- 
ing by  a  fire.  All  those  canoes  came  in  sight  the  next  morning, 
and  each  one  fk'd,  at  the  top  of  his  spce(|,  Inb.  the  forest;  only 
the  most  courageous  took  the  risk  of  awai(ing,  with  resolute  air, 
the  Iro(pU)is  in  their  Fort,  where  ihcy  had  good  firearms.  As 
we  were  at  Peace  with  iho  Inxpmis,  some  of  tlie  bohler  spirits 
among  our  Fi'enchmcn  oU'ered  to  go  I0  wwvi  that  so-called  army, 
in  order  to  learn  the  motive  whi(d»  could  liave  impelled  tlicni 
to  come  to  wage  war  against  tlie  Alli(>s  of  Onontio.  They  were 
greatly  surprised  to  fiml  that  it  was  a  Fleet  (d'  Ontaouaks.  wlio 
liad  come  to  trade;  these  }»eopK'  had,  whih-  traveling  acmss  the 
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country,  bunt  iciue  Canoes  which  ro.>cnil)l(;(l  those  of  the  Iro- 
quois. The  men  whom  the  Pouteouatemis  had  seen  at  Michili- 
makinak  Vv'ere  really  Iroquois;  hut  they  had  feared  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  Pouteouatemis  quite  as  mucli  as  the  latter  had 
feared  them.  The  Iro(|Uois,  while  ileein^',  fell  int<.>  an  am- 
buscade of  forty  Sauteurs,  who  carried  them  away  bj  the  Sau- 
teur  Village;  they  had  cume  from  a  raid  against  the  (.'haouanuns 
[Sliawnese],  near  Carolina,  and  had  brought  with  them  a  cap- 
tive from  that  tribe,  v/liom  they  were  going  tu  ljurn.  Tlie  Sau- 
teurs  set  him  at  liberty,  and  enabled  him  to  return  to  the  Bay 
by  entrusting  him  to  the  Sakis.  This  man  gave  tliem  nuirvel- 
ous  notions  of  the  South  Sea,  from  which  his  Vilhige  was  dis- 
tant only  five  days'  journey — near  a  great  river  which,  com- 
ing from  the  Islinois,  discharges  its  waters  into  that  Sea.^  TIaj 
tribes  of  the  Bay  sent  him  home  with  much  merchandise,  ur^ 
ing  him  to  persuade  his  tribesmen  to  coiue  and  visit  them. 

These  Peoples  held  several  councils,  to  deli])erate  whetlier 
they  should  go  down  to  ^ilontreal;  they  hesitated  at  lir^^t,  1)<>- 
cause  they  had  so  few  Beavers.  As  the  Savages  give  every- 
thing to  their  mouths,  they  preferred  to  devot(^  themselves  to 
hunting  such  wild  beasts  as  could  furnish  subsistence  for  their 
families,  rather  than  seek  Beavers,  of  which  there  were  n<>t 
enougli;  they  i)ref(!rred  the  needs  of  life  to  those  of  the  State. 
]S[ev(;rtheless,  thc^y  reflected  that  if  they  allowed  the  Frenchmen 
to  go  away  witliout  themselves  going  down  to  trade,  it  migh; 
ha])j)en  tlnit  the  latl(H-  wt)uld  then^afuu*  alta(;h  themsi'lves  to 
some  other  iXations;  or,  if  thiy  shouhl  at"lerwai-d  go  to  Z^foii- 
treal,  tlie  ({overnor  wouhl  feel  resentmcMit  ;igainsl  (heiu  Iteeauso 
they  had  not  I'sciU'ted  tliese  r'renchmeu  thilher.  Th(y  deeidiMl 
that  they  Avould  go  with  the  Frenchm(>n  ;  j>reparal  ions  for  this 
were  accordingly  made,  and  a  s<deiim  t'ea-t  wa-  held  ;  and  o:i 
the  eve  of  their  depai'ture  a  \  (dlty  of  mii.-ketry  was  lii-ed  in  llm 
\'illag(\  Three  men  sang  incessantly,  :dl  nighl  long,  in  a 
(Jabiu,  invoking  their  Spirits  from  time  t<>  lime.  They  began 
with  the  song  td"  Micliabous;  (hen  they  came  !•»  llial  oi'  (he  (i.>d 

lA  rofereiuo  ti)  tho  (liilf  of  Mcxiio  Jitid  iUc  Mississippi  nvor  — tlion. 
howevor,  supposed  to  (low  into  lh«*  I'arilie  Ocran.  wliii  1j  was  »aILvl 
►Soiitli  Spa.  -  I'j). 
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of  Lakes,  Rivers,  and  Forests,  begging  the  winds,  the  thunder, 
the  storms,  and  the  tempests  to  be  favorable  to  them  during  the 
Voyage.  The  next  day,  the  crier  went  through  the  Village,  in- 
viting the  men  to  the  Cabin  where  the  'Feast  was  to  be  prepared. 
They  found  no  difficulty  in  going  thither,  each  furnished  with 
his  Ouragan  and  Mikouen.^  The  three  jMusicians  of  the  pre- 
vious night  began  to  sing;  one  was  placed  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Cabin,  another  in  the  middle,  and  the  third  at  its  end ;  they 
were  armed  with  quivers,  bows,  and  arrows,  and  their  faces  and 
entire  bodies  were  blackened  with  coal.  While  the  people  sat 
in  this  Assembly,  in  tlie  utmost  quiot,  twenty  young  men — en- 
tirely naked,  elaborately  painted,  and  wearing  girdles  of  Otter- 
skin,  to  which  v/cre  attached  the  skins  of  C-^c  .vs,  with  their 
plumage,  and  gourds — lifted  from  the  fires  ten  great  kettles; 
then  the  singing  ceased.  The  first  of  these  Actors  next  sang 
his  war-song,  keeping  time  with  it  in  a  dance  from  one  end  to 
the  other  of  the  Cabin,  while  all  the  Savages  cried  in  deep  gut- 
tural tones,  'Tlay,  hay!"  When  the  ^lusician  ended,  all  the 
others  uttered  a  loud  yell,  in  which  their  voices  gradually  died 
away,  much  as  a  loud  noise  disappears  among  the  mountains. 
Then  the  second  and  the  tliird  ]\lusicians  repeated,  in  turn, 
the  same  performance;  aud,  in  a  word,  nearly  all  the  Savages 
did  the  same,  in  alternation — each  singiug  his  own  song,  but 
no  one  venturing  to  repeat  that  of  another,  unless  he  were  will- 
ing deliberately  to  offend  the  one  who  had  composed  the  song, 
or  unless  the  hitter  were  dead,  so  that  ho  could  restore  his  name 
by  appropriating  his  song.  During  this,  their  loi:)ks  were  ac- 
companied with  gestures  and  violent  movements;  and  some  of 
them  took  hatchets,  with  which  they  i)retended  to  strike  the 
women  aiul  childn^n  who  were  watching  thcni.  Some  took 
fin^brands,  which  tlu^y  tossed  about  evcrywlicns  otlicra  filled 
their  dishes  with  red-hot  coals,  which  they  threw  at  each  other. 
It  is  dillicult  to  make  the  n^uler  understand  the  details  of 
Feasis  of  this  sort,  unh'ss  he  has  iiimscdf  sihmi  them.  \  was 
pr(\s(>nt  at  a  liki^  entertainment  among  the.  Irtxpiois  at  the 
Sault  of  Tllontreal,  and  it  seenunl  as  if  I  were  in  the  midst  of 


1  His  dish  and  spoon. —  La  Potukuu:. 
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hell.  After  most  of  those  who  had  heen  invited  to  this  pleas- 
ant Festival  had  sung,  the  Chief  of  the  Feast,  Avho  had  given 
the  dance,  sang  a  second  time ;  and  he  said  at  the  end  of  his 
song  (which  he  improvised)  that  lie  was  going  to  Montreal 
with  the  Frenchmen,  and  was  on  tliat  account  oftc-ring  tliese 
Prayers  to  their  God,  entreating  him  to  he  propitious  to  him  on 
the  Voyage^,  and  to  render  him  acceptahle  to  the  French  Xation. 
T]ie  young  men  who  had  taken  oft"  the  kettles  filled  all  the  dishes 
with  food,  while  the  three  Chanters  repeated  their  lirst  songs, 
not  finishing  their  concert  until  everything  had  heen  eaten — a 
feat  wdiich  did  not  take  long  to  accomplish.  An  CId  Man  arose 
and  congratulated,  in  the  most  aft'ahle  manner,  the  Chief  of 
the  Feast  on  the  project  which  he  had  forir.cu,  and  encouraged 
the  young  men  to  follow  him.  All  those  who  wished  to  go  on  the 
Voyage  laid  down  a  stick ;  there  were  enough  pe<)ph;  tu  man 
thii-ty  Canoes.  At  the  Sault,  they  joined  seventy  other  Canoes, 
of  various  Nations,  all  of  whom  formed  a  single  Heet. — La 
Potherie's  Amer.  Septcnlrionale,  ii,  pp.  85-118. 


lCC5-e7:    RELIGIOUS  BELIEFS  AND   SUPERSTITIONS   OF  THE 
UPPER  ALGONKIN  TRIBES. 

[From  the  Jesuit  Relation  of  16GG-C7.] 

Following  is  what  Father  Allouez  relates  concerning  the  cus- 
toms of  the  Outaouacs  and  other  peoples,  which  he  has  studied 
^ery  carefully— not  trusting  the  accounts  given  him  hy  others, 
l)Ut  having  heen  himsolf  an  ey(>-v;it ncss  and  observer  of  overy- 
ihiiig  descri])ed  in  this  manuscrijit. 

'''Hiere  is  here,-'  he  says,  ''a  false  an»l  alxuiiinahle  religion, 
j'eseiid)ling  in  many  respects  tlu^  faillis  of  some  of  the  ancient 
Pagans.  'Ylw  Savages  ot"  lliese  regions  I'ecogni/e  no  sovereigu 
masler  of  Heaven  and  Kartli,  hut  believe  (here  are  many  genii — 
soTue  of  which  are  bc^neticent,  as  tlu^  Sun,  the  Moon,  the  Lake, 
luvei-s,  Jind  Woo(!s;  otliei\s  nia  levttleni ,  as  llie  adder,  tlie  tlragx)!!, 
cold,  and  storms.     And,  in  general,  whatever  seeuis  to  tb.eni 
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either  helpful  or  hurtful  they  call  a  ]VIanitoiij  and  pay  it  the 
worship  and  veneration  which  we  render  only  to  the  true  God. 

""^These  divinities  they  invoke  whenever  they  go  out  hunting, 
iishing,  to  war,  or  on  a  journey — offering  thoni  sacrifices,  with 
ceremonies  appropriate  only  for  Sacrificial  priests. 

''One  of  the  leading  old  men  of  the  Village  discharges  the 
function  of  Priest,  beginning  with  a  carefully-prepared  har- 
angue addressed  to  the  Sun — if  the  eat-all  h-.nst,  which  hoars  a 
certain  resemblance  to  a  holocaust,  is  held  in  its  honor.  iTe 
declares  in  a  loud  voice  that  he  pays  his  thaidvs  to  that  Lumi- 
nary for  having  lighted  him  so  tliat  he  could  successfully  kill 
some  animal  or  other, — praying  and  exhoi-ling  it  Ijy  this  feast 
to  continue  its  kind  care  of  his  family.  During  this  invoca- 
tion, all  the  Guests  eat,  even  to  the  last  morsel ;  after  which  a 
man  appointed  for  the  purpose  takes  a  cake  of  tobacco,  breaks 
it  in  two,  and  throws  it  into  the  fii-e.  Every  one  cries  aloud 
while  the  tobacco  burns  and  the  smoke  rises  aloft;  and  with 
these  outcries  the  whole  sacrifice  ends." 

''T  have  seen,"  continues  the  Father,  ''an  Idol  set  up  in  the 
middle  of  a  Village;  and  to  it,  among  other  presents,  ten  dogs 
were  offered  in  sacrifice,  in  order  to  i)revail  on  this  false  god 
to  send  elsewhere  the  distemper  that  was  depopulating  the  Vil- 
lage. Every  one  went  daily  to  nuike  his  offerings  to  this  Idol, 
according  to  his  needs. 

"Besides  these  public  sacrifices,  they  have  some  that  are 
private  and  doiuestic;  for  often  in  their  cabins  they  throw  to- 
bacco into  the  fire,  with  a  kind  of  outward  offering  which  they 
make  to  their  false  gods. 

"During  storms  and  tempests,  lluw  sacrifice^  a  dog,  throw- 
ing it  into  the  Lake.  ''Hiat  is  to  appease  thee,'  they  say  to  the 
laltei*;  'keep  (piiet.'  At  piM'ilons  places  in  th(^  Ivivers,  \hv\  pro- 
l)itiat(j  eddies  and  rapids  by  ollei-ing  (h(  ni  jti-escnts;  and  so 
j)ersuad(Ml  are  they  lhat  (liey  lienor  their  pretcnihul  divinities 
by  this  external  worship,  llial  (ho>e  anmng  lliciu  who  iwv  con- 
vertcul  and  ba|)tized  observe  ihe  same  cert  monies  toward  the 
true  God,  until  they  are  disabnsecL 

"As,  moreover,  these  peojih'  are  of  gross  natnre,  tliey  recog' 
nize  no  ])urely  spirilnal  divinity,  believing  that  tlu^  Sun  is  a 
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man,  and  the  Moon  is  his  wife;  that  snow  and  ice  are  also  a 
man,  who  goes  away  in  the  spring  and  comes  back  in  the  winter; 
that  the  evil  spirit  is  in  adders,  dragons,  and  other  monsters; 
that  the  crow,  the  kite,  and  some  other  birds  are  genii,  and  speak 
just  as  we  do;  and  that  there  are  ev^en  people  among  them  who 
imderstand  the  language  of  birds,  as  some  understand  a  little 
that  of  the  French. 

'^They  believe,  moreover,  that  the  souls  of  the  Departed  g')v- 
ern  the  fishes  in  the  Lake;  and  thus,  from  the  earliest  tinges, 
they  have  held  the  immortality,  and  even  the  metempsychosis, 
of  tke  souls  of  dead  fishes,  believing  that  they  pass  into  other 
fislies'  bodies.  Thc^refore  they  never  throw  ^lieir  bones  into  the 
fire,  for  fear  that  th(;y  may  offend  these  souls,  so  that  they  will 
cease  to  come  into  their  nets. 

''They  hold  in  very  special  veneration  a  certain  fa]>ulous  ani- 
mal which  they  have  never  seen  except  in  dreams,  and  which 
they  call  Missibizi,  acknowledging  it  to  be  a  great  genius,  and 
offering  it  sacrifices  in  order  to  obtain  good  sturgeon-fishing. 

"They  say  also  that  the  little  pebbles  of  copp<u'  whicli  they 
find  at  the  bottom  of  the  water  in  tlie  Lake,  or  in  the  llivers 
emptying  into  it,  are  the  riches  of  the  g>)<ls  who  dwell  in  tlie 
depths  of  the  earth. 

''I  have  learned,"  says  the  Lather  who  hns  l)rought  to  light 
all  these  follies,  ''that  the  Iliniouek,  the  Outagami,  and  other 
Savages  toward  the  South,  hohl  that  there  is  a  great  and  i>xcel- 
lent  genius,  nur-ter  of  all  the  rest,  who  nnide  Heaven  and  Earth; 
and  wlio  dwells,  they  say,  in  the  Last,  toward  the  (M)untry  of  the 
Lrench. 

"The  fountiiindu^ad  of  their  Religion  i>  libertinism;  and  all 
these  various  sacrilici^s  end  ordinarily  in  debnueln^^.  in»hM;ent 
dances,  and  shameful  a(*(s  of  eeneubinagiv  .\11  tlii^  devni  ion 
of  llie  men  is  direeled  toward  securing  nuiny  wi\'es,  and  chang- 
ing th(nn  wlicMU'vei'  (hey  elioo>e  ;  |1i;h  of  llie  won. en  tow;ii'd 
ing  their  husbands;  and  that  of  tlie  girls,  toward  a  lifo  of 
prodigncy. 

"Tlay  (Mulun^  a  gr(\U.  deal  on  aeeouul  td'  these  ridieulous 
deities;  for  they  fast  in  tlndr  honor,  for  the  purpose  of  leaiuing 
th(^  issn(^  of  soiin>  alTair.     T  ]uiv(\"  smvs  tlu^  ]'^alh(^r.  '^st^cui  with 
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compassion  men  Avho  had  some  sclieme  of  war  or  hunting  pass 
a  whole  w^cek,  taking  scarcely  anything.  They  show  such  fix- 
ity of  purpose  that  they  will  not  desist  imtil  they  have  seen  in 
a  dream  what  they  desire, — either  a  herd  of  moose,  or  a  band 
of  Iroquois  put  to  fiight,  or  something  similar, — no  very  diffi- 
cult thing  for  an  empty  brain,  utterly  exhausted  with  hunger, 
and  thinking  all  day  of  nothing  else. 

'^Let  us  say  something  about  the  art  of  Medicine  in  vogue  in 
this  countr}^  Their  science  consists  in  ascertaining  the  cause 
of  the  ailment,  and  applying  the  remedies. 

^'They  deem  the  most  common  cause  C'f  illness  to  come  from 
failure  to  give  a  feast  after  some  successful  fishing  or  hunting 
excursion  ;  for  then  the  Sun,  which  takes  ])leasure  in  feasts,  is 
angry  with  the  one  who  has  been  delinquent  in  his  duty,  and 
makes  him  ill. 

^'Besides  this  general  cause  of  sickness,  there  are  special  ones, 
in  the  sliape  of  certain  little  genii,  malevolent  in  their  nature, 
w]iich  thrust  themselves  of  their  own  accord,  or  are  sent  by 
some  enemy,  into  the  parts  of  the  body  that  are  most  diseased. 
Thus,  when  any  one  has  an  aching  head,  or  arm,  or  stomach, 
they  say  that  a  ]\Ianitou  has  entered  this  part  of  the  body,  and 
will  not  cease  its  torments  until  it  has  been  drawn  or  driven  out. 

''Tlie  most  common  remedy,  accordingly,  is  to  summon  the 
Juggler,  who  comes  atteiided  by  some  okl  men,  Avith  whom  ho 
holds  a  sort  of  consultation  on  the  patient's  ailment.  After  this, 
he  falls  u|)on  the  diseased  ])art,  a})i)lie3  his  mouth  to  it,  and,  by 
sucking,  i)reten(ls  to  extract  something  from  it,  as  a  little  stone, 
<>!•  a  hit  of  sti'ing,  or  soniethiiig  else,  which  he  has  concealed  in 
his  month  beforeliand,  and  whi(;h  h(^.  displays,  saying:  'There  is 
the  iManitou;  now  thou  art  cured,  and  it  only  renniins  to  give  a 
feast.' 

''The  Devil,  bent  on  tormenting  tlutse  i)oor  blinded  creatures 
even  in  this  world,  has  suggested  to  tluMii  another  remedy,  in 
which  th(y  place  great  conliih'nce.  It.  c(»n>isls  in  grasping  the 
patient  under  the  anus,  and  making  him  walk  barefoot  over 
the  live  embers  in  the  cabin;  or,  if  lie  is  so  ill  tlnit  he  cannot 
walk,  lie  is  carried  by  four  or  iive  ])(M'sons,  jind  n)ad(>  to  ])ass 
slowly  over  all  the  tires,  a  tn^atauMit  which  often  (>no\igh  results 
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in  this,  that  the  greater  suffering  thereby  produced  cures,  or 
induces  unconsciousness  of,  the  k'sser  pain  which  they  strive 
to  cure. 

^^After  all,  the  connuonest  remedy,  as  it  is  the  most  profitable 
for  the  Physician,  is  the  holding  of  a  feast  to  the  Sun,  which  is 
done  in  the  belief  that  this  luminary,  which  takes  pleasure  in 
liberal  actions,  being  appeased  by  a  nuignificent  repast,  ^\'ill  re- 
gard the  patient  with  favor,  and  restore  him  to  health. 

7<-  -Vf  v:-  -A-  '.T  vr 

^^I  must  not  omit  here  a  rather  strange  circumstance:  on  the 
day  after  his  death  his  relatives,  contrary  to  all  usage  of  this 
country,  burned  his  body  and  reduced  it  eutii'el/  to  ashes.  The 
cause  of  this  is  found  in  a  legend  which  pas.ses  here  for  trutli. 

^'It  is  held  beyond  dispute  that  this  ohl  man's  father  was  a 
Hare, — an  animal  which  runs  o\'(n'  the  snow  in  winter, — and 
that  thus  the  snow,  the  Hare,  iind  tlie  old  man  are  of  the  same 
village, — that  is,  arc  relatives.     It  is  further  said  tliat  the  iiare 
told  his  wife  that  he  disaj)proved  of  their  children's  reuiaining 
in  the  depths  of  the  earth,  as  that  did  not  befit  their  condition — 
they  being  relatives  of  the  snow,  whose  country  is  a])Ove,  toward 
the  Sky;  and,  if  it  ever  occui'red  that  they  were  put  into  the 
grouiul  after  their  death,  he  would  pray  the  snow,  his  relative, 
in  order  to  ])unish  tlie  ])eopk^  for  this  offense,  to  fall  in  such 
quantities  and  so  long  that  there  should  be  no  Spring.    And,  to 
confirm  this  story,  it  is  achh'd  that  lhre(^  years  ago  the  brothin* 
of  our  good  old  man  died,  in  th(^  beginning  of  the  winter;  and, 
after  he  had  l)een  l)uried  in  the  usual  numner,  snow  fell  to  such 
an  extent,  and  the  wint(U'  was  so  long,  tliat  i)eople  despaired  of 
seeing  the  spring  in  its  season.     Mcaiiwhile,  all  weri^  dying  of 
hunger,  ami  no  nnnedy  could  be  l\)nnd  for  this  general  sulVcr- 
ing.     'J'he  elders  assembled,  and  held  many  councils,  bni  all  in 
vain  ;  the  snow  si  i  II  cont  inued.     Then  some  one  of  the  comp.iii^ 
said  he  renuMnben'd  llu'  (hroals  which  wn*  hav(^  related.  Straight- 
way they  went  and  disintcu'i'ed  the  dead  man,  anil  bnrni^l  him; 
wh(^n  immediately  the  snow  ceased,  and  s|)ring  followed.  V.'ho 
wonid  think    thai  juoph^  eoidd  giv(^   criMliMiei^   l<)  sneh  absurd 
stories?    And  yet  they  regard  tluMu  as  true  beyond  di,^[>uie.*' — 
Jcs.  Hclalions,  1,  pj).  liST)-!!!);") ;  li,  pp.  ;b'>-;^r). 
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1665-68:   ALLOUEZ'S  ACCOUNT  OF  VARIOUS  TRIBES. 
[From  the  Jesuit  Relation  of  1666-67.] 

Tho  Pouteouatami  are  a  people  speaking  the  Algonquin 
tongiie,  but  in  a  dialect  much  harder  to  understand  than  that 
of  the  Outaouacs.  Their  country  lies  along  the  Lake  of  the 
Ilimouek — a  large  Lake  wliich  had  not  before  come  to  our 
knowledge,  adjoining  the  Lake  of  the  llurons,  and  that  of  the 
Stinkards,  in  a  Southeasterly  direction.^  These  people  are  war- 
like, and  they  engage  in  LIunting  and  Fishing.  Their  country 
is  excellently  adapted  to  raising  Indian  corn,  and  they  have 
Fields  covered  with  it,  to  Avhich  they  are  glad  to  aave  recour.-.o, 
to  avoid  the  famine  that  is  only  too  common  in  these  regions. 
They  are  extremely  idolatrous,  clinging  to  their  ridiculous 
legends,  and  are  addicted  to  Polygamy.  We  have  seen  them 
all  here,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  men  bearing  arms. 
Of  all  the  people  with  whom  I  have  mingled  in  these  regiuns, 
they  are  the  most  docih^,  and  the  best  disposed  toward  the 
Frencli.  Their  wives  and  daughters  are  more  modest  than 
those  of  the  other  ^^ations.  They  observe  among  themselves  a 
certain  sort  of  civility,  and  also  show  it  toward  strangers — 
which  is  rare  among  our  liarbarians.  Once  when  I  went  to 
see  one  of  their  elders,  his  eyes  fell  upon  my  shoes,  whicli  were 
made  after  the  French  fashion;  and  curiosity  moved  him  to  ask 
leave  to  take  them,  in  order  to  examine  them  easily.  Upon  re- 
turning them  to  me,  he  ^vo^hl  not  permit  me  to  put  them  on 
myself,  but  obliged  me  to  allow  him  to  perform  that  service, — 
even  insisting  on  fastening  the  thongs,  and  showing  th(^  same 
marks  of  respect  that  servants  do  to  their  ^[ast(M's  U|)on  render- 
ing them  this  service.  Kneeling  at  my  feet,  lie  said  to  me,  'It 
is  in  this  way  that  we  treat  those  whom  we  honor.' 

On  another  occasion  wlieu  J  went  to  sei^.  him,  he  ai'ose  from 

his  seat  to  yiehl  it  to  me,  with  lb(>  same  foniialil it's  that  jiolilo- 

ness  denuuuLs  of  gi^nthd'olk. 

•X-  4<-         -x-         -x-         ^-         4(-  -x- 


iLake  of  the  llimouok  (Illinois):  ;in  oarly  appolkitioii  of  Lake  Mich- 
igan. "Lake  of  the  Stinkards"  (Fr.  Piiants)  refers  to  Greea  Bay,  at 
first  supposed  to  be  a  lake. — Ed. 
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I  next  add  those  two  nations  [Ousaki  and  Ontagaini — now 
called  Sacs  and  Fuxcs]  because  tli(-y  are  iiiingled  with  and 
allied  to  the  preceding,  and  have,  besides,  the  same  language, 
the  Algonquin, — although  differing  greatly  in  various  Idioms, 
a  fact  Avhich  makes  it  verj"  dilHcult  to  understand  them.  Xever- 
theless,  after  some  labor  on  my  pjirt,  tliey  understand  me  now^, 
and  I  understand  them,  sufficiently  fc^r  their  instruction. 

The  country  of  the  Outagami  lies  Southward  toward  the  Lake 
of  the  Ilimouek.  They  are  a  populous  tribe,  of  about  a  thou- 
sand men  bearing  arms,  and  given  to  hunting  ami  warfai'e. 
They  have  fields  of  Indian  corn,  and  live  in  a  country  offering 
excellent  facilities  for  the  hunting  of  the  WilJcar,  Stag,  wild 
Ox,  and  Beaver.  Canoes  they  d(^  not  use,  but  connnonly  make 
their  journeys  by  land,  beariiig  their  packages  and  th-dr  game 
on  their  sliouldei's.  These  ])eople  are  as  much  addicted  to  iilol- 
ati-y  as  the  other  natic-ns.  One  da}",  on  entering  the  Cabin  of 
an  Outagamy,  I  found  his  parents  (hingerously  ill;  and  when 
I  told  him  that  bleeding  would  cure  tlieui,  the  poor  man  took 
some  ])owdered  tobacco  and  sprinkled  it  com})lelely  over  my 
go Avn,  saying  tome:  ''Thou  are  a  spirit;  come  UfAV,  I'cstore 
these  sick  people  to  hciiith  ;  I  offer  llice  tliis  tol)acc'o  in  -acrihce.'^ 
^'Wliat  art  tliou  doing,  my  brother  i"  said  I;  'T  am  nothing,  but 
he  who  nnule  all  things  is  the  master  of  our  lives,  Aviiih'  I  am 
but  his  servaiit.''  ''Well,  then,"  Ik;  rejoined,  sc;ittering  some 
t(t]);icco  on  tlie  ground,  r.nd  raising  Ijis  eyes  on  high,  "to  thee, 
then,  who  madest  TIca\-en  and  eai'lh  I  offer  lliis  tobacco.  ■  (Jive 
the^e  sick  ])ei'sons  lieahli.'' 

Tliose  ])eoph'  ai'(^  not  ycvy  far  remoNcd  from  the  i\(H*gniiion 
of  tlic  ( ^]-eator  of  (he  world;  f<ir  it  is  they  told  me  Avluit  I 

lni\'e  already  r(d;i(('(I  -  nanudy,  tlnit  iht-y  acknrtwlvdgc  in  (lieir 
cuujiti-y  a  great  spii'il,  iho  maker  ot"  Heaven  and  earih.  who 
dwells  toward  llie  country  (d"  the  French.  It  is  said  of  them 
and  of  the  Onsaki  that,  when  (liey  lind  a  nuni  alone  ami  at  a 
disadvantage,  they  kill  liim,  especially  li'  he  is  ii  Fronchmun ; 
for  they  cannot  oiidnre  the  beards  of  the  latter  people.  Cruelty 
ill'  that  kind  miikes  them  less  thx'ile,  and  less  indined  (o  receive 
the  Ciosp'cl,  than  are  the  J ^outeouatami.  Still  I  failed  not  to 
proclaim  it  to  nci'.rly  six-sciu'e  jiersons,  who  ])assed  a  sumiuer 
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Lere.  I  found  none  aniong  them  sufficiently  well  prepared  for 
I>apti>ni,  tliongli  I  conferred  it  on  five  of  tlieir  sick  children, 
^■vho  then  recovered  their  health. 

As  for  the  Onsaki,  they  above  all  others  can  he  called  Savages. 
They  are  very  numerous,  hut  Avandering  and , scattered  in  the 
forests,  without  any  fixed  abode.  I  have  seen  nearly  two  hun- 
dred of  them,  to  all  of  whom  I  published  the  faith,  and  have 
baptized  eighteen  of  their  children,  to  whom  the  sacred  waters 
v.'ere  salutary  for  both  soul  and  body. 

The  llimoucc  spe.'ik  Algonquin,  but  a  very  different  dialect 
from  those  of  all  the  other  tribes.  I  understand  them  only 
slightly,  because  I  have  talked  with  them  only  :i  very  little. 
They  do  not  live  in  these  regions,  their  country  being  more  than 
sixty  leagues  hence  toAvard  the  South,  beyond  a  great  river — • 
Avhich,  as  avcII  as  I  can  conjecture,  empties  into  the  Sea  some- 
where near  Virginia.  These  ])eople  are  hunters  and  Avarriors, 
using  boAvs  and  arrows,  rarely  muskets,  and  never  canoes.  They 
used  to  be  a  populous  nation,  divided  into  ten  large  Villages; 
but  noAV  they  are  reduced  to  two,  continual  Avars  Avilh  the 
Nadouessi  [Sioux]  on  one  side  and  the  Iroquois  on  the  other 
having  Avell-nigh  exterminated  them. 

They  acknoAvlcdge  many  spirits  to  Avhom  they  offer  sacrifice. 
T];ey  lu'actice  a  kind  of  dance,  quite  peculiar  to  themselves, 
Avhich  tliey  call  ''the  dance  of  the  tobacco-pipe."  It  is  executed 
thus:  they  prepare  a  great  pipe,  Avhich  ihey  deck  Avith  plumes, 
and  put  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  Avith.a  sort  of  veneration.. 
(Jne  of  the  company  rises,  begins  to  dance,  and  then  yields  his 
]dace  to  another,  and  this  one  to  a  thli'd  ;  and  tlius  they  dance  iu 
succession,  one  after  iinuther,  and  not  togelbi'r.  One  Avould 
take  this  dance  for  a  pa.ntomime  ballet;  and  it  is  executed  to 
the  beating  of  a  drum.  The  ])erformcr  makes  Avar  iu  rhytluuio 
time,  ])re{)aring  his  arms,  attiring  himself,  running.  discoviT* 
ing  the  foe,  raising  the  cry,  slaying  tlu*  enemy,  rrmo\ing  his 
scalp,  and  returning  home  Avith  a  song  of  victory — and  all  witli 
an  astonishing  exactness,  promptitude,  and  agility.  After  they 
have  all  danced,  one  after  the  ether,  areuml  the  pipe,  it  is  taken 
and  otfered  to  the  chi(>f  nuni  iu  the  Avhole  asstMubly,  for  hiui  to 
Bmoke;  then  to  another,  and  so  in  succession  to  all.    This  cen>- 
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mony  resembles  in  its  significance  the  French  custom  of  drink- 
ing, several  out  of  the  same  ghiss ;  but,  in  addition,  the  pijje  i^ 
left  in  the  keeping  of  tlie  most  honored  man,  as  a  sacred  trust, 
and  a  sure  pledge  of  the  peace  and  union  that  will  ever  subsist 
among  them  as  long  as  it  shall  remain  in  that  person's  hands. 

Of  all  the  spirits  to  whom  they  offer  sacrifice,  tliey  honor 
with  a  very  special  worship  one  who  is  preeminent  above  the 
others,  as  they  maintain,  because  he  is  the  nudcer  of  all  things. 
Such  a  passionate  desire  have  they  to  see  him  that  they  keep 
long  fasts  to  that  end,  hoping  that  by  this  iiieans  God  will  be 
induced  to  appear  to  them  in  their  sleep;  aiul  if  they  chance  to 
see  him,  they  deem  tliemselves  happy,  and  assured  of  a  long 
life. 

All  the  nations  of  the  South  have  this  same  wish  to  see  God, 
wdiicli,  without  (hjubt,  greatly  facilitates  tlieir  conversion;  for 
it  only  remains  to  teach  them  how  they  must  serve  him  in  order 
to  see  him  and  be  blessed. 

I  have  proclaimed  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  here  to  eighty 
people  of  this  nation,  and  they  have  carried  it  and  published  it 
with  approbation  to  the  whole  country  of  the  South;  conse- 
quently I  can  say  that  this  JMission  is  the  one  where  I  have 
labored  the  least  and  accomplished  the  most.  They  honor  our 
Lord  among  themselves  ii.  their  own  way,  putting  his  Image, 
which  1  have  given  tliem,  in  the  most  honored  i)lace  on  the  oc- 
casion of  any  imj)ortant  feast,  whih^  thi^  ^Master  of  the  ))an(piet 
addresses  it  as  follows:  'Tn  thy  honor,  O  ]\Ian-Go(l,  do  we  hoM 
fiiis  feast;  to  thee  do  we  offer  these  viands." 

1  confess  that  \\n)  fairest  lichl  for  the  (Josjx'l  appears  to  mo 
to  1)0  yonch'r.  Had  1  had  Ic^iburc^  and  opporliinity,  I  wouM 
luive  puslied  on  to  their  country,  to  see  witli  my  own  eyes  all  the 
good  things  there  of  which  tli(\y  toll  me. 

1  find  all  those;  with  whom  1  hav(^.  mingled  alTable  and  hu- 
nuuie ;  and  it  is  said  that  \\IuMio\or  liny  uuhM.  a  stranger,  tiiey 
give  a  cry  of  joy,  caress  him,  and  show  him  in^ery  ])ossibl(» 
(l(m(;e  of  anVcliou.  I  hav<^  ba])ti/.(Ml  but  on(*  child  of  this  nation. 
The  S(M>ds  of  tlu^  faith  w  liicli  1  lia\(*  sown  in  llioir  S(mK  w  ill  bi^ar 
fruit  when  it  pleases  the  masliM-  of  the  vine  to  gather  it.  Their 
counlrv  is  warm,  au<l  ihov  rais(»  two  crops  of  Indian  corn  a  vi  ar. 
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There  are  rattlesnakes  there,  whicli  cause  many  deaths  among 
them,  as  they  do  not  know  the  antidote.  They  hold  medicines 
in  high  esteem,  offering  sacrifice  to  them  as  to  great  spirits. 
They  have  no  forests  in  their  country,  but  vast  prairies  instead, 
where  oxen,  cows,  deer,  bears,  and  other  animals  feed  in  great 
numbers. — Jes,  Relations,  li,  pp.  27-'2^J,  43-51. 


1665-69:  ALLOUEZ'3  MISSIOxN  AT  LAKE  SUPERIOR. 
[Prom  the  Jesuit  Relations  of  1668-67  and  lb68-60.] 

[Synopsis:  The  Relation  of  1666-G7  announces  that  AUouez 
has  returned  from  his  two  years^  mission  among  the  Ottawas; 
he  has  traveled  nearly  2,000  leagues  in  the  Avilderness  of  the 
great  iSTorthwest,  and  endured  many  hardships ;  "but  he  has 
also  had  the  consolation  of  bearing  the  lurch  of  the  Faith  to 
more  than  twenty  diffcirent  infidel  i^ations."  The  journal  of 
his  wanderings  is  given;  it  includes  many  interesting  ^'descrip- 
tions of  the  places  and  Lakes  that  he  passed,  the  customs  and 
superstitions  of  the  peoples  visited,"  etc.  lie  confers  upon 
Superior  tlie  name  of  the  governor-general,  Tracy.  It  is  a  resort 
for  many  trilxjs,  North,  South,  and  West;  they  obtain  there  food 
from  the  fisheries,  and  carry  on  trade  with  one  another.  Allouez 
finds  some  of  j\lenard's  discipk\s — among  them,  ''two  Christian 
Avomen  who  had  always  kept  the  faith,  and  who  shone  like  two 
stars  amid  Ihe  dai-kness  uf  that  infidelity.''  lie  huds  at  Che- 
\]uameg()n  l>ay  a  gi'eat  village  of  sedentary  Algonkins,  nuui- 
bering  eight  hundred  warriors,  !^^ost  of  llu^«^e  people  have 
iievcsr  se(!u  l^hiro[)eans,  and  the  mis.-ionnry  hnds  his  labors  con- 
stantly interrupted. 

Soon  after  Allouez's  arrival,  a  great  council  of  the  Alginikin 
tribes  is  held,  nuiinly  to  plan  for  defense  against  their  enemies, 
the  Sioux,  v.dth  whom  a  new  war  is  imminnit.  They  invite  to 
tliis  assembly  the  Father,  who  is,  mor(H)ver,  the  bearer  of  mes- 
sages and  presents  to  these  savag(\s  from  Tracy.  They  listen 
to  him  attentively,  and  he  then  proclaims  the  gospel  to  theiu, 
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r.fterward  going  among  their  caLiiis  and  vritli  them  on  tlieir 
joiiincYSj  to  gather  the  fruits  of  this  sowing.  Alhniez  describes 
many  of  the  peculiar  customs  and  super.^titiuus  rites  au^ong 
these  savages,  (d  Avliich  lie  has  been,  an  eye-witne::S.  He  finds 
these  people  unusually  licentious,  and,  like  the  Eastern  trihes, 
SAvayed  by  their  dreams  and  medicine-men.  The  Father  estab- 
lishes at  Chequamegon  the  residence  and  mission  of  St.  Esprit, 
a  name  already  applied  to  the  bay ;  and  there  he  labors  to  spread 
tiiC  gospel  among  tlie  saA-ages,  Avho  visit  him  from  cariosity,  b-ut 
sliow  little  sympathy  Avitli  iiis  Avorh.  Still,  he  sees  some  good 
results;  he  baptizes  man}'  little  children,  and  the  young  people 
are  less  shamele.-s  in  their  behavior.  After  time,  he  removes 
his  chapel  to  the  largcj  village;  but  the  n^edicine-njc-n  are  so  hos- 
tile to  him  that  he  is  comjxdled  to  I'olurn  to  iiis  former  station. 

Allouez  finds  the  remnants  of  tiie  Tcdiacco  Xation  settled  not 
far  from  this  place,  and  undertakes  to  rest<:ire  in  tlieir  hearts 
the  Christian  belief  Avliich  they  r,uce  had — noAV,  alas !  almost 
eifaced  thi'ouiih  their  long  intercourse  Avith  tlie  pagiuis.  *'As 
they  had  been  A'cry  avcII  taught,  it  Avas  a  nnitter  of  no  great  dif- 
ficulty for  me  to  i-estore  piety  to  their  hea.rts.''  IFe  dcs.-rilies, 
in  especial,  the  conversion  of  tJiree  jierso]!-^  in  tlils  triln  ,  "'for 
whose  salvation  God  seems  to  have  sent  iiic  hitlier.'' 

lie  relates  his  Avork  among  the  Ottawa,  trihes.  Th(y  are  ex- 
tremely licentiop.s  and  superstitious,  and  therefore  care  little 
for  tlie  gospel;  ye(  nniny  attend  thr  chapel  services  and  instruc- 
tions, and  he  ba{)tizes  al)out  eighty  cliihlren.  The  savages  have 
lost  their  fcn'mer  dread  (tf  ba])tism  a<  causing  deatli ;  they  iioav 
imagine  lhat  liiis  rile  w  ill  cure  <icknr,-s,  an<l  v\\\>v  \\\)  the  vlying. 
The  Father  ministers  esj;ecially  to  the  ^i'-k  and  tlic  dyiii-;-;  lie 
finds  only  foui'  adulis  who  aic  AVoiMhy  (  i  baplism. 

Allouez  next  mciilions  his  labors  auicng  the  INtttawattomics. 
These  people  he  has  me(  ;ii  bake  Superior,  v.diilher  (luy  I'l  ^ort. 
IFe  ceiisidei's  lliem  more  I'rieiidlv  and  Irael.'.ble.  aud  h  li- 
centious, than  other  trilies  in  thai,  region.  The  KatluM'  visits 
tlieir  cabins  dui  ing  llieir  slay  there,  and  baptizes  thirty-four  lit- 
tle cliildi-en  ;  a  few  ;idnlis  are  aJ.-o  coux'erted  amoin;-  them  a 
man  "abutit  a  hundred  \e;irs  old,  who  Avas  regarded  by  the  Sav- 
ages a.s  a  sort  of  (ii\  inily."     AlKna-z  i'(  hil{\s  the  ]iarliculars  of 
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his  liibors  with  those  people,  and  of  the  conversions  occurring 
among  them.  Bands  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  aho  sojourn  near 
Chequamegon,  to  whom  Alluuez  preaches  the  faith;  and  he  bap- 
tizes some  of  their  children. 

The  seed  of  the  true  religion  has  been  carried  among  the  Il- 
linois tribes  by  some  of  their  o™  people;  whom  Allouez  has 
instructed.  He  regards  that  nation  as  offering  a  most  promis- 
ing field  for  missionary  labor;  he  finds  them  friendly,  and  more 
inclined  than  other  tribes  to  recognize  a  Siipn^no  ludiig.  lie 
describes  a  ceremony  peculiar  to  tlnMii,  (he  LMlmnel  dHiici\ 

He  meets  also  some  wandering  Sioux  aii.l  Ci  ee  sun  ;  re- 
garding all  these  distant  tribes,  lie  gi\'es  much  cui-ions  inlonnu 
tion  gathered  from  conversation  with  these  people,  'i'lie  (, 'rf»'S 
invite  him  to  spend  the  winter  with  them;  but  he  cannot  leave 
his  present  field  to  do  so.  The  iSTipissing  Indians  (in  the  days 
of  the  Huron  mission,  instructed  by  the  Jesuits)  have  been 
driven  by  fear  of  the  Irocpiois  to  Lake  jSTepigon,  where  Allouez 
visits  them — crossing  the  western  end  of  Take  Superior  in  a 
frail  canoe,  three  men  paddling  without  any  halt  for  twelve  or 
fifteen  hours  each  day.  Ho  finds  auKuig  these  people  twenty 
professed  Christians,  as  well  as  many  infidels ;  and  he  spends 
there  two  weeks  of  constant  ministration  and  instruction. 

Le  Mercier  concludes,  from  Allouez's  report,  that  mission- 
aries to  the  i^orthwest  should  have  a  fixed  residence,  with  men 
to  work  for  their  nuiintenanco  and  to  erect  chapels  for  religious 
services.  This  is  Allouez's  own  ])lan,  to  execute  which  he  de- 
scends to  Quebec  for  aid.  He  obtains  Father  Xicolas,^  with 
five  men,  and  supplies  of  food,  clothing,  etc. ;  but  the  Indians 
with  whom  he  lias  C(jme  (h)\vn  are  ilhhumortHl,  and  refuse  to 
take  more  than  three  Frenchmen,  willi  but  a  small  part  of  their 
baggage.  There  is,  accordingly,  "n^asonablo  doubt  whether 
they  can  r(?ach  the  cmintry;  or,  if  they  do  so,  of  their  ability 
to  maintain  themsclvi^s  there  very  long." 

At  Jvake  Suptndor  Allouez  has  biM^n  laboring  will; 

1  Louis  Nicolas  was  one  of  the  Jesuit  uiissionariivs  in  Now  France 
from  IGGl  to  1675;  returning  then  to  France,  he  left  the  Jesuit  order 
three  years  later.    His  hihors  wore  mairly  in  Lower  Ca:i:ula. — Ku 
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the  OttaAvas.  Dablon^  is  sent  to  reinforce  hiin,  and  to  act  as 
superior  of  that  mission.  They  are  stationed  at  Sanlt  Ste. 
Marie,  and  Allouez  has  also  ministered  at  Chequaniegon.  A 
third  clnirch  will  soon  be  established  at  Green  Bay.  A  peace 
has  been  negotiated  between  the  Iroqncds  and  the  Ottawas;  but 
the  fickle  temper  of  these  savage  peoples  ^niakes  the  duration  of 
the  ])eace  somewhat  uncertain. 

Allouez  announces  the  conversion  of  an  entire  Ottawa  tribe. 
These  people  had  received  instruction  for  several  years,  but  had 
ahvays  made  sport  of  the  new  religion.  ]jut  at  last  tlie  good 
seed  has  taken  root,  and  they  institute  a  complete  reform.  They 
abolish  polygamy,  give  up  their  sacrifices,  and  tlock  to  Allouez's 
little  chapel."  Some  of  the  conversions  her(j  made  are  desc^'ibcd 
at  length, — es])ecially  that  of  their  chief,  K(}kakoung.  A  hun- 
dred of  them  have  already  been  baptized — besides  thirty-eight 
liurons,  who  had  lied  to  that  country  for  refuge ;  and  a  hun- 
dred more,  in  other  neighboring  tribes. 

Marquette,  too,  is  stationed  at  Sault  Ste.  ]\[arie,  and  he 
Avrites  that  ^^the  harvest  there  is  very  abundant,  and  that  it  only 
rests  with  the  Missionaries  to  baptize  the  entire  population,  to 
the  number  of  two  thousand;"  but,  knowing  tlie  fickle  nature  of 
the  Indians,  the  Fathers  are  not  disj)Osed  to  trust  them  too 
far.]— Jc5.  Relations,  1,  pp.  17,  IS,  i>4l),  ;ni;  li,  0-11, 
21-51;  lii,  14,  15,  Vd\)-'n\\. 


KTO:    GALINEE   AND   DOLLIER   DE   CASSON   AT   SAULT  STE. 

MARIE. 

[Note:  In  IGGD  (Jueylus,  the  Suli^ilian  superior  at  i\ront.- 
real,  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  missions  among  Weslerii 

iCLiude  Diibloii  was  engaged  in  the  New  I'raneo  missions  from  10"t5 
nntil  liis  cleatli  in  KJ'JT.  During  HUlS  7L  lie  was  among  tlu>  Lake  Su. 
rerior  tribes;  during  the  next  ten  years,  and  from  li>8()  to  IC»H3.  lie  was 
superior  of  all  the  Canadian  missions. — En. 

-Ref<'r(>nee  is  here  made  to  the  KisJiakon  <  hm  (see  i>.  ;U),  untc^ 
note  1).— El). 
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tribes.  He  accordingly  sent  two  of  liis  order,  Frangois  Dollier 
de  Casson  and  Kene  de  Breliant  de  Galinee, — who  Lad  come 
"with  Qiieyhis  to  Canada  in  the  year  preceding, — to  travel  with 
the  explorer  La  Salle,  to  seek  the  Mississippi  river,  and  to  open 
the  way,  among  hitherto  unknown  tribes,  for  Sulpitian  mis- 
sions. In  pursuance  of  this  commission,  the  two  priests  spent 
the  winter  of  1GG9-70  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie, — alone, 
since  La  Salle,  on  account  of  illness,  returned  to  Montreal  in 
the  preceding  October, — where  they  took  possession  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  name  of  Louis  XIV. ;  and  made  earnest  but  unavail- 
ing efforts  to  reach  the  Mississippi.  But  they  met  with  dis- 
asters, which  obliged  them  to  give  up  the  attempt.  They  pro- 
ceeded to  Sault  Ste.  3»Lirie,  and  returned  to  the  St.  Lawrence  in 
the  spring  of  1G70.  Galinee  then  nuide  a  map  of  the  region 
which  they  had  explored:  Lake  Ontario,  i*^iagara,  the  north 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Detroit,  and  the  east  and  north  shores  of 
Lake  Huron — the  lirst  chart  thereof  known  to  exist.] — Jes. 
Eelations,  1,  pp.  t]20-321. 


1C70:  JESUIT  MISSIONS  AMONG  THE  WISCONSIN  TRIBES. 
[From  the  Jesuit  Relation  of  1GG9-70.] 

[Synopsis:  ^Fuch  of  this  year's  Kclation  is  occupied  by  the 
report  of  the  Ottawa  mission,  made  by  Dablon  to  his  Quebec 
superior.  He  mentions  its  three  centres  of  work — at  Sault  Sto. 
Marie,  Chequamegon,  and  Green  Bay;  and  gives  a  separate 
account  of  each;  of  its  topography,  resources,  and  inhabitants; 
and  of  the  state  of  each  mission. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  is  a  resort  for  nineteen  ditTerent  tribes, 
most  of  wliom  come  liither  to  hsh  during  the  snnuner.  Some 
of  these  come  from  (he  region  of  irudson  Bay;  and  intercourse 
with  Ihem  has  1(h1  (he  missionai'ies  to  ])lan  a  journey  (o  (hat  (lis- 
tant  land — partly  to  o])eu  the  way  for  missionary  W(U*k  among 
those  peoples, partly  to  discover  a  land  route  to  th(^  great  and  still 
mysterious  "North  Sea,"  and  piM-haps  also  th(^  Japan  Si\i.  Lhey 
have,  mor(M>ver,  heard  of  the  Mississippi  riv(>r.  ;mu1  cf  Till- 
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nois  tribes  who  live  near  it ;  they  are  also  planning  to  visit  these 
savages. 

At  the  Sanlt,  the  Fathers  arc  cultivating  the  soil^  and  some  of 
the  Indians  have  even  begun  to  imitate  their  example.  In  their 
chapel,  they  regularly  give  instruction  to  both  adults  and  chil- 
dren, and  celebrate  the  rites  of  the  Church.  The  greatest  ob- 
stacle in  their  way  is  the  devotion  paid  by  the  savages  to  their 
personal  nianitous,  or  ^^medicine" — a  devotion  inculcated  from 
earliest  infancy,  in  both  boys  and  girls.  jSTotwithstanding  this 
and  other  difficulties,  the  missionaries  at  the  Sault  have  ba[>- 
tized  more  than  three  hundred  persons,  of  all  ages. 

A  detailed  description  of  Lake  Superior  and  its  fisheries  is 
given  by  Dablon,  which  we  copy  upon  a  Liter  page. 

Chequamegon  Bay  is  a  resort  for  all  the  tribes  of  the  North- 
west; at  this  point  they  carry  on  butli  lishing  and  mutual  com- 
merce. It  thus  becomes  a  highly  advantageous  location  for  the 
Jesuit  missionaries,  who  can  here  reach  savages  belonging  to  all 
the  tribes  between  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Missouri  river,  and 
from  Hudson  Bay  to  the  Ohio.  The  Illinois  tribes  desire  in- 
struction, and  Marquette  is  already  planning  to  visit  them  next 
year.  A  letter  from  him  to  the  superior  at  Quebec  (Le  Mer- 
cier)  foUows  Dablon^s  report.  Marquette  recounts  his  arrival 
at  Chequamegon  (September,  IGGU),  where  he  succeeds  Ah 
loucz;  the  latter  considered  this  too  hard  u  field,  and  Marquette 
finds  it  in  eveiy  way  discouraging.  The  Ottawa  tribes  here  are 
unusually  superstitious  and  licentious;  and  the  once  Christian 
iluj'ons  are  so  demoralized  by  the  example  of  their  neighbors 
that  they  retain  but  little  of  their  new  faith.  The  Fatlun*  strug- 
gles against  indiirerence  and  mo('k(,'ry,  immurality  anil  supersti- 
tion ;  after  a  year  of  this  almost  us(de>s  cfforl,  he  again  iv[ilaces 
Allou(iz,  this  time  with  the  Ki;,kakons,-  another  Ottawa  tribe, 
dwelling  at  J^a  VoinUi, — who  liave  at  hnt  consnitinl  lo  receive 
tiie  ('iiristian  religion.  J  lore  iM  ai-(iU(t  d;  ri>aps  the  harvi\>t  of 
his  ])redecessor's  long  toil;  hc^  bapli/.os  the  cbihlren.  and  in- 
duces the  families  to  w^inter  near  tin)  chapel,  where  they  arc  reg- 
ularly instructed,  ''The  T^agans  hold  no  feast  without  Sacri- 
fice;'^ "I  keep  a  little  of  their  usage,  and  take  fi'oni  it  all  (hat 
is  biul" — that  is,  \u)  induces  tluMu  to  address  tlu>ir  invocations 
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to  God,  instead  of  to  tlioir  divinities.  Under  his  insti'netion, 
too,  the  Avonien  l)(H'()ine  nio(h'st  and  ehaste.  JMarqnette  waitd 
only  for  another  Father  to  take  liis  })Uiee,  before  departing  on  a 
mission  to  the  Illinois  tribes.  Tliose  Indians  arc;  well  disposed 
to  Christianity ;  some  of  their  nnniber  heard  Allonez  at  La 
Pointe,  and  havT'  inclined  their  tribcsnicn  to  listen  to  .the 
preachers  of  the  faith.  Ab-npU'tte  looks  forward  with  hope  U) 
a  mission  among-  tliese  tribes,  and  is  ah-eady  stnrlying  their  lan- 
guage, lie  describes  their  b)cation,  enstoms,  and  cliaract(;ris- 
tics,  as  Avell  as  tliosc^  of  the  KSionx  and  ( "rees— re[)eating  what 
he  has  learned  from  the  sa\'ages  ^\■hom  he  has  mot  at  l>a  P(*int(-. 
To  the  Sionx,  ''the;  Ii'o(piois  of  this  country/'  th(;  l^'atlicr  somt-i 
a  pi'esent,  asking  them  to  let  him  and  otiicr  Frenchmen  pas.:} 
freely  and  nidiarmed  thron.gli  all  those  regions,  to  whicli  they 
consent. 

Following  this  document  is  another  letter,  from  Alloucz  to 
Le  iMercier.  lii'  recounts  his  labors  during  the  piist  season 
(Novend)er,  lOdl),  to  May,  IGTO,  inclusi\'(' ),  among  the  tribes 
along  the  west  shoi'c  of  (li'een  Ibiy,  aiul  on  the  h'ox  I'ixcr.  lie 
descrihos  his  journcN'  froui  tlic  Sault  to  (Ji-ccu  Ibiy,  on  the  shores 
of  whi(,'h  he  spends  the  w  inter,  insti'uctiug  the  natives  who  make 
there  tlu^ir  winter  (juarters.  Some  hear  him  willingly,  but 
most  aro  indifl'erent  oi'  opj)ose(l  ;  and  ail  ai"e,  at.  tinu's,  on  the 
verge  of  starvation,  so  scanty  ai'c  their  supplies  ol"  food.  OftiMi 
does  the  Father  suffer  iVom  liungiu';  but  he  praisc^s  Ciod  for 
his  crosses.  In  April,  l('>7(>,  he  goes  to  \  isit  (lie  Indian  villages 
on  the  \\^)lf  and  upper  i'i\'ers.     I)uriug  this  xoyage,  Al- 

lonez ol)ser\'es  a  solar  eclip>e.  After  traveling  eight  days,  ho 
reaches  the  Outagauii  (I'\)x)  settlement  on  llie  ^^'ol^  i-ixcr. 
I^'ven  in  tliese  ri-mote  W'i^consii;  bu-esl^  tlii'  lierre  li-o(pioi<  liave 
nuide  oue  of  llicir  .sudden  laids,  killing  and  taking  captive  all 
the  people  in  a  coiisi<lei'alile  i''ox  eucampnieut,  but  a  few  weeks 
befoi'c  Alloue/.'s  \  i.-.il.  This  disaster  lias  >o  di  spirited  his  host-* 
that  they  caiinol,  give  his  teachings  more  than  i-i\  il  attt  iition  at 
this  time;  but  they  re(pi(\s|,  him  to  visit  lliem  again. 

Allonez  proceeds  llicuce  to  ihe  Mascouteu  village  on  t!ie  up 
per  I'\)x.     Here  he  i>  welcomed  with  gi'cal  lios|  »i  ( a  I  it  v  and  eeri'-- 


66 


WISCONSIN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS.       [vol.  xvi 


mony,  since  they  regard  liini  as  a  rnanitou,  or  spirit.  TLe 
Patlier,  horrified  at  this  idea,  succeeds  in  making  them  under- 
stand that  he  is  only  God's  servant,  and  preaches  the  go.-pel  to 
tliem,  Avhich  they  reverently  receive.  In  this  same  regi<»]i  are 
some  ]\Iiami  families,  Avhoni  Allonez  visits  and  instructs.  They 
appear  very  docile  and  gentle,  and  the  Father  commends  the  im- 
portance of  this  mission  field  ;  hut  he.  cannot  remain,  as  olx-di- 
ence  calls  him  to  the  Sault.  lieturiiing  down  the  Fox  river 
(this  time,  nudging  the  voyage  in  three  days),  he  visits  the 
Menomonees,  who  have  been  ^'almost  exterminated  h'V  the 
wars;"  and  the  Winnehagoes,  at  present  camping  on  the  east 
shore  of  Green  Bay.  Idiis  ti'ihe  also  had  been  ruined,  a 
generation  1)efore,  l»y  tlie  Illinois.  In  both  places,  he  is  wel- 
comed and  r(\spect fully  heard,  and  urged  t<>  visit  them  again. 

In  conclusion,  Allouez  summarizes  the  condition  of  the  (Jreen 
Bay  mission.  Although  he  has  no  chapel,  he  instructs,  the  sav- 
ages as  well  as  he  can,  and  counts  as  Christians  seven  adults 
and  forty-eight  children.  ^Tay  20,  Allouez  returns  to  the 
Sault,  intending  to  revisit  all  his  scattcu'ed  Hock  the  next  au- 
tumn. 

A  few  paragraphs  are  added,  in  conclusion,  by  Le  ^lercier. 
He  states  that  a  reinforcement  has  been  sent  to  the  Ottawa  mis- 
sion—  Fathers  Druillettes  and  Andre^  ;  and  adds  a  (h  ^erij)tiou 
of  the  eclipse  mentioned  by  Allouez.] 

iCiabriel  Druillettes  way  a  missionary  in  Canada  from  lot3  until  bis 
death  in  1G8L  He  Avas  in  cluirge  at  Sault  Ste.  INIarie  for  about  two 
years;  'most  of  liis  life  was  spent  among  the  Abenaki  and  Moiitagnais 
tribes. 

Louis  Andrr  came  to  Canada  in  1GG9,  and  from  that  time  to  1084 
labored  in  the  Ottawa  and  Wisconsin  missions  —  at  Green  Ray,  during 
1C71-SL  In  his  later  years  he  was  a  missionary  amons;  the  tribrs  on 
the  lower  St.  Lawrence;  lie  died  at  tiuei)ee  in  1715.  Sec  Father 
A.  E.  Jones's  biogranhical  skct' h  of  .Aiuiir,  in  IJ.  S.  Cdlli.  Ilistor.  Mug., 
No.  9,  I8S9.— Ki). 
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[Part  of  Allouez's  report  for  this  year.] 

On  the  following  day^  I  celeLrated  lioly  Mass,  at  wliicli  the 
Prencli,  to  the  number  of  eight,  paid  their  Devotions.  As  the 
Savages  had  gone  into  Avinter  quarters,  I  found  here  only  one 
Village  of  different  JSTations — Ousaki,  Pouteouatami,  Outa- 
ganii,  Ovenibigoutz  [Winnebago] — about  six  hundred  souls. 
A  league  and  a  half  away  was  another,  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
souls;  four  leagues  distant,  one  of  a  hundred  souls;  and  eight 
leagues  from  here,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Bay,  one  of  about 
three  hundred  souls. 

All  these  i^ations  have  their  fields  of  Indian  corn,  squashes, 
beans,  and  tobacco.  On  this  Bay,^  in  a  phice  they  call  Ouesta- 
tinong,  twenty-five  leagues  away,  there  is  a  large  ISTation  named 
Outagami,"  and  a  day's  journey  from  them  there  are  two  others, 
Oumami  and  ]\rakskouteng.^  Of  all  these  Peoph-'S,  a  portion 
gained  a  knoAvledge  of  our  Paith  at  saint  Psprit  j)oint,  where  I 
instructed  them;  we  shall  do  so  more  fully,  with  Heaven's  help. 

In  the  matter  of  our  sustenance,  we  have  had  a  good  deal  of 
trouble.  Scarcely  have  wo  found  material  to  make  our  cabin; 
all  that  \VG  have  had  for  food  has  been  only  Indian  corn  and 
acorns;  the  few  fish  that  are  seen  here,  and  tlrat  but  seldom, 
are  very  poor;  and  the  water  of  this  bay  and  of  the  rivers  is  like 
6ta gii ant  d itch-w ater . 

The  Savages  of  tliis  region  are  more  than  usually  barbarous; 

they  are  without  ingenuity,  and  do  not  know  liow  to  make  even 

a  bark  dish  or  a  ladle;  they  commonly  use  sludls.     They  arc 

grasping  and  avaricimis  to  an  extraortlinary  degree,  and  sell 

their'little  commodities  at  a  liigh  ])rice,  Ix-canse  ihey  have  only 

what  is  barely  necessary.    Tlie  scas(»n   in  which  w(^  arrived 

aiiiong  tliem  was  not,  fnvornliK^  for  us;  tliey  wcrc^  all  in  a  needy 

condition,  and  very  litth'  able  l»)  giv(^  lis  any  assistance,  so  that 

we  suffered  hunger. 

•:v        -v-        -jf        -x-        •>•  -Jt 

On  the  Kith  of  A])ril,  I  (>nd)ark(Ml  to  go  and  begin  tlie  Mission 

to  the  Ontagamis,  a  people  o(  consid(M-abh'  luite  in  all  these  ro- 

1  Meaning  "In  tho  vicinity  of  this  U;iy."~  -  Ed. 
'-'See  p.  {{!),  (uitc,  notc.—  FjV. 
JiSee  p.  42,  (inl(\  note. — 
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gions.  We  slept  at  the  liead  of  the  bay,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Kiver  des  Puans,  which  we  liave  jiaiiKMl  for  saint  I'raiKS-.' 
On  our  way  we  saw  clouds  of  kSwans,  Bustards,  and  Ducks.  The 
Savages  set  snares  for  them  at  the  head  of  the  l)ay,  wliere  they 
catch  as  inany  as  fifty  in  one  night,  this  game  seeking  in  Au- 
tumn the  wild  oats  that  th(^,  wind  has  sluikcn  otf  in  tiie  month 
of  September. 

On  the  17th,  we  ascended  the  liiver  saint  Francois,  wbicii  is 
two^  and  sometimes  three,  arpiMits  wide.  After  })rucee(ling 
four  leagues,  ^ve  found  the  \'il]age  of  the  Savages  caUed  Saky 
[Sacs],  whose  peo])le  were  beginnijig  a  w(jrk  that  well  deserves 
to  have  its  place  here.  From  one  bank  of  the  Jiiver  to  the  other 
they  make  a  barricack^  by  di'iving  down  hirge  stakes  in  two 
brasses  of  water,  so  that  there  is  a  kind  of  bridge  over  the 
stream  for  the  Hshermcn,  avIio,  with  ihc  lielp  of  a  snndl  weir, 
easily  catch  the  Sturgeon  and  every  other  kind  of  iiAi, — which 
this  dam  sto[)s,  although  the  water  does  not  cease  to  tlow  be- 
tween the  stakes.  Tliey  call  this  contrivance  MUUiikan ,  and 
it  serves  them  during  the  Spring  and  a  part  of  tin.'  Summer. 

On  the  eighteentli  we  passed  the  portage  caHed  by  the  na(iv(^s 
Kekaling,  our  sailors  dragging  the  canoc^  among  rapids;  whih^ 
I  walked  on  the  Kivcu'-bank,  where  I  fountl  a|)ple-trees  and  \  in(^- 
stocks  in  great  numbers. 

On  the  l*,)lh,  oui-  Saih)rs  asccnikni  the  K:i|)ids  for  two  h^igues 
by  the  use  of  poh's,  and  I  wcMit  by  huid  as  far  as  ihe  other  port- 
age, which  ihey  call  Ooukocitiming,--! hat  is  to  say,  "caustv 
way."-  We  obscr\(Ml  on  this  same  day  llu^  !\clii)-e  of  the  Sun 
])re<licted  by  the  Astrologers,  whieli  hHled  iVom  no(>;i  until  two 
o'clock;  a  third  of  ihe  Sun's  disk,  (»r  ni-ar  thai,  appeare<l  I" 
ccli])sed,  the  other  two-thirds  imiking  a  CnseenL     We  arrive! 

iTho  Fox  river,  at  thst  naiiUHl  lor  the  Wiiuiebaf^oes  (l*iiants).  Tiii.s 
sentence  alone  shows  that  Aliouez  did  not,  as  usually  supposed.  l)«'^iu 
his  mission  at  tlu'  mouth  ol"  tlu^  1\)\  ri\rr:  to  r^'arh  that  piMP.t  evi- 
dently required  nearly  a  day's  joiuney  l'rt)ui  his  luvulquartors.  wlu.U 
were  probably  at  the  mouth  of  Oconto  river.  See  Ics.  Relations,  llv, 
pp.  :U)5.  30G.— ICi). 

'-'The  Sue  village  was  api)art'nlly  at  iattl(>  Itaidds  (or  Litlli^  KaKaLn). 
Th-'  Kekaling  portage  was  arouutl  the  rapids  at  KauUar.na;  that  at 
OouhocitiuiiMjv,  at  Little  Chute.  -  l>ii). 
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ill  the  evening  at  the  entrance  to  Lake  des  Puans  [Winnebago], 
which  we  have  named  Lake  saint  Francois ;  it  is  alxjnt  twelve 
leagues  long  and  fonr  wide,  extends  from  the  JS^orth-^ortlieast 
to  the  South-Sontlnv(;st,  and  abounds  in  fisli,  but  is  uninhabited, 
on  account  of  the  a^adouecis  [Sioux J,  wlio  are  there  held  in 
fear. 

On  tlie  twentieth,  which  was  Sunday,  I  said  Mass,  after  voy- 
aging five  or  six  h^agues  on  the  J^ake,  aft(^r  which  we  caine  to  -a 
Eiver,  flowing  from  a  Lake  bordered  with  wild  oats;  this  stream 
we  followed,  and  found  at  the  end  of  it  the  River  that  leads  to 
the  Outagamis,  in  one  direction,  and  that  which  leads  t(j  the 
Machkoutench,  in  the  other. ^  We  eiitei'cd  this  fii'st  stream, 
which  flows  from  a  Lake;  there  we  saw  two  Turkeys  perched  on 
a  tree,  male  and  female,  resend)ling  perfectly  those  of  France — ■ 
the  same  size,  the  same  coh^r,  and  the  same  cry.  Bustards, 
Ducks,  Swans,  and  Geese  are  in  great  numb(;r  on  all  these 
Lakes  and  Jcivers — the  wild  oats,  on  which  they  live,  attract- 
ing thein  thither.  Tlu^-e  are  large  and  snudl  Stags,  Bears,  and 
L^cavers  in  great  abundance. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  after  turning  and  doubling  several 
times  in  various  Lakes  and  Livers,  we  arrived  at  the  Vilhigc 
of  the  Outagamis. 

'J'liis  ])eo])le  came  in  crowds  to  meet  us,  in  order  to  see,  as 
they  said,  the  .^lanitou,  who  was  coming  t<^  their  country.  They 
accompanied  us  with  res])ect  as  far  as  the  door  of  the  cal)in, 
Avhich  Ave  were  ma(K^  to  enter. 

This  Nation  is  renowned  for  being  ])o])ulous,  the  uumi  who 
bear  arms  num})ering  more  than  four  hundred;  while  the  num- 
ber of  women  and  chihlren  there  is  the  greater  on  acc(»unt  of  the 
})olygamy  which  j)rcvails  among  them— each  man  having  c<)m- 
monly  four  wives,  some  having  six,  and  others  as  many  as  ten. 
Six  hn'g(^  cabins  of  these  poor  jxMjple  were  piil  to  rout  this  month 
of  March  by  eiglite(>n  Irocpiois  from  Tsonnontouan'-  wlio,  un- 

lAllouez's  course  led  through  Grand  Lake  Ihitto  des  Morts.  the  I'pper 
Fox  river,  and  up  Wolf  river.  He  saw  the  wild  (lu-keys  at  Lake  Win- 
iieeonne. — Ed. 

-The  name  of  the  webternniost  Iroqiiois  tribe,  now  known  as  i^mi- 
ecas.  Sonnontouan.  their  ))rineipal  village,  was  loeated  two  and  k 
half  miles  north  of  lloneoye  Falls,  near  Hoehester,  N.  Y.  —  En. 


70 


WISCONSIN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS.       [vol.  XVl 


der  the  guidance  of  two  fugitive  Iroquois  Slaves  of  tlie  Pou- 
teouatamis,  made  au  onslaught,  and  killed  all  the  people,  except 
thirty  wouieii  whom  they  led  a\vay  as  captives.  As  the  meu 
were  away  hunting,  they  met  with  but  little  resistance — there 
being  only  six  warriors  left  in  the  cabins,  besides  the  women  and 
children,  who  mimbered  a  hundred  or  thereabout.  This  car- 
nage was  committed  two  days'  journey  from  the  place  of  our 
winter  quarters,  at  the  foot  of  the  Lake  of  the  Ilinioues,  which 
is  called  Machiliiganing  [Michigan]. 

vr  -A-  •vf  .  -jf  tC-  -X-  vr 

These  Savages  had  withdrawn  to  those  regions  to  escape 
the  persecution  of  the  Iroquois,  and  settled  in  an  excellent 
country  — the  soil,  which  is  l:)lack  there,  yielding  them  Indian, 
corn  in  abundance.  They  live  by  hunting  during  tho  Winter, 
returning  to  their  cabins  toward  its  close,  and  living  there  on 
Indian  corn  that  they  had  hidden  away  the  previous  Autumn; 
they  season  it  with  fish.  In  the  midst  of  their  clearings  they 
have  a  Fort,  where  their  cabins  of  heavy  bark  are  situated,  for 
resisting  all  sorts  of  attacks.  On  their  journeys,  they  make 
themselves  cabins  with  mats.  They  are  at  war  w^itli  the  ISTa- 
douecious,  their  neighbors.  Canoes  are  not  used  by  them ;  and, 
for  that  reason,  they  do  not  make  war  on  the  Iroquois,  although 
they  are  often  killed  by  them.  They  are  held  in  ve»y  low  esti- 
mation, and  are  considered  by  the  other  l^ations  as  stingy, 
avaricious,  thieving,  choleric,  and  quarrelsome.  They  have  a 
poor  opinion  of  tho  Fi'(;nch,  ever  since  two  traders  in  Leaver- 
skins  ai)peared  among  them;  if  these  men  had  behaved  as  they 
ought,  I  would  have  had  less  trouble  in  giving  these  poor  peo- 
ple other  ideas  of  the  whole  French  NTation — which  they  are  bo- 
ginning  to  esteem,  since  I  explained  to  ibein  llie  ])rin('ii)al  and 
only  motive  that  brought        to  (Ikm'i*  coiintn-. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  wo  entei'i d  lla^  liivci-  which  leiuis  to 
the  Arachkoutench,  who  are  called  by  ihc  lluroiis  Assisla  lutoc- 
ronnons,  "Nixl'wn  oi  Fire.'"  This  Kiver  is  very  beautiful, 
without  rapids  or  portages,  and  Hows  toward  the  Southwest. 

lit  is  generally  supposed  that  the  appollatiou  "Fire  Nation"  arose 
from  a  mistranslation  of  the  name  Mascouton,  which  more  properly 
signifies  "people  of  the  prairies."    W.  W.  TooKer.  however,  thinks  that 
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On  the  thirtieth,  landing  opposite  the  Village,  and  leaving 
our  canoe  at  the  water's  edge,  after  walking  a  league  through 
heautiful  Prairies,  we  perceived  tlie  Fort.  The  Savages,  espy- 
ing us,  immediately  gave  the  cry  in  their  Village,  hastened  to 
meet  us,  and  accompanied  us  with  lionor  into  the  Cabin  of  the 
Chief,  where  refreshments  were  straightway  brought  to  us,  and 
the  feet  and  legs  of  the  Frenchmen  with  me  were  anointed  with 
oil.  Afterward  a  feast  was  prepared,  which  was  attended  with 
the  following  ceremonies.  When  all  were  seated,  and  after 
some  had  filled  a  dish  with  powdered  tobacco,  an  Old  Miui  arose 
and,  turning  to  me,  with  both  hands  full  of  tobacco  which  he 
took  from  the  disli,  harangued  me  as  follows:  ^'This  is  well, 
black  Go^\Tl,  that  thou  comest  to  visit  us.  Take  pity  on  us; 
thou  art  a  ]\Ianitou ;  we  giv' e  thee  tobacco  to  smoke.  The  !N'..d- 
ouessious  and  the  Iroquois  are  eating  us;  take  pity  on  us.  We 
are  often  ill,  our  cliildren  are  dying,  we  are  hungry.  Hear  me, 
llanitou ;  I  give  thee  tobacco  to  smoke.  Let  the  earth  give  us 
corn^  and  the  rivers  yield  us  fish ;  let  not  disease  kill  us  any  more, 
or  famine  treat  us  any  lunger  so  harshly !"  At  each  desire  the 
Old  Men  who  were  present  uttered  a  loud  "Oh!"  in  response. 
I  had  a  horror  of  this  ceremony,  and,  begging  them  to  hear  me, 
I  told  them  that  it  was  not  I  to  whom  their  vows  must  be  ad- 
dressed;  that  in  our  necessities  I  had  recourse  to  Pi'ayer  U) 
him  who  is  the  only  and  the  true  God;  that  it  was  in  him  that 
they  ought  to  place  their  trust.  1  told  them  tha,t  he  was  the  sole 
Master  of  all  things,  as  well  as  of  their  lives,  I  being  only  his 
servant  and  envoy;  that  he  was  my  sovereign  Ford,  as  well  as 
my  host's;  and  that  wise  men  nevertheless  willingly  honored 
and  listened  to  the  black  Gov/n,  as  being  a  person  who  is  heard 
by  the  great  God  and  is  his  int(U'[)reter,  his  OtHcer,  and  hi'^ 
J)om('stie.  They  oU'ercd  us  a  V(U'ilabl«^  saerilieo  like  that  whii'h 
they  make  to  their  false  Ciods. — J(  s.  lU  la  (ions,  liv,  12-I(i,  1-T- 
2;JT. 

the  Mascoiitens  were  the  same  as  the  Bocootawaiiaukos  montioneil  liy 
Strachey;  and  tliat  the  name  "Fire  Nation"  was  given  thorn  because 
they  used  lire  in  melting  copper.  See  his  Docootawanaukcs  (N.  Y., 
1901).  Lu(!ien  Carr  thinks  that  the  Mascoutens  were  a  Shawncsc  tribe; 
sec  his  "IMascoulins."  in  Anier.  Antiiiuariau  Soc.  Procccdiuijs,  April. 
1900.— El). 
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1G70:     DABLON'S  ACCOUNT  OF  COPPER  MiNES  AT  LAKE 
SUPERIOR. 

[From  the  Jesuit  Rclalion  of  1C69~70.] 

llitlierto  it  liad  been  tliouiilit  tluit  tlicsc^  .Mines  were  found 
only  in  one  or  two  Islands;  but,  siiico  \vv.  liavc?  made  more  exact 
inquiries  on  tlie  sn})jeet,  we  liavc^  l(^arned  from  the  Siivages 
some  secrets  whicli  they  did  not  wish  to  reveal.  Jt  has  heen 
necessary  to  use  artifice  to  elicit  fhis  infoi-mation,  and  to  dis- 
tinguish the  true  from  tlie  false. 

Still  Ave  do  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  all  that  \vc  ai'e  alxuit  to 
relate^  upon  their  sim])le  de])osition,  until  '  'o  are  able  t<i  speak 
\vith  more  assurance  after  having  gone  in  person  to  the  ])laces 
referred  to;  and  this  we  hope  to  do  this  Summei',  at  the  sar-ie 
time  when  we  go  in  search  of  lost  and  wandering  slieep  all 
through  the  region  of  that  great  Lake. 

Ul)on  entering  it  by  its  mouth,  where  it  empties  into  the 
Sault,  the  first  place  met  where  ('oj)per  is  found  in  aluindan(!e, 
is  an  Island,  distant  forty  or  fifty  leagues  and  situated  t(j\vard 
the  l^orth,  opposite  a  spot  called  aM  issi])icouatong  [Micliipico- 
ten]. 

'Jlie  Savages  say  that  it  is  a  iloating  Island,  Avliieh  i<  sonu^- 
times  far  off,  sometimes  near,  according  to  the  winds  ihat  push 
it  and  drive  it  in  all  dire(;tions.  I'hey  a<ld,  that  a  hmg  time 
ago  four  Savages  came  thitluu-  by  chance,  having  lost  their  ^vay 
in  th(i  fog  by  which  that  Island  is  almost  always  sui'rounded. 

It  was  in  the-  timers  before^  they  had  yet  had  any  eommerco 
with  th(!  FrcMich,  and  when  they  did  not  use  kettles  m'  hatchets. 
Th(\se  men,  then,  wishing  to  j)rej)are  themsel\-es  ^omeIhing•  to 
c^at,  ado})t<:'.d  their  usual  method:  taking  some  stones  that  they 
found  at,  th(;  water's  edge,  th(\y  healed  them  re<l-l«o(,  and  threw 
them  into  a  bark  dish  tilled  with  watei,  to  make  it  boil,  and  hy 
this  device  to  cook  their  meat.  W'liih'  seleeting  tlie.-e  stones, 
they  found  that  they  were  almost  all  pieces  ot"  ( 'opper  ;  accorvl- 
ingly  they  nuui(^  use  of  some  of  them,  and,  ',\i\vv  taking  llieir 
:i'ej)asi,  resolved  to  embark  as  soon  as  possible,  tearing  tlie 
Lynxes  and  the  Hares,  which  are  as  lai'geas  l)ogs  in  that  region, 
and  were  coming  to  eat  u{)  tlu  ir  jirevisions  and  e\eu  tin  ir 
(Janoe. 
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Before  setting  out,  tlicy  loaded  tliemse'lves  witli  a  good  many 
of  these  stones,  large  and  small,  and  even  with  some  slaLs  of 
Copj:)er;  but  they  had  not  gone  far  f]-om  iho  shore  wlien  a  power- 
ful voice  made  itself  heard  to  theij-  ears,  calling  in  great  ^vrath: 
''Who  are  those  robbers  carrying  ofi"  from  me  my  children's 
cradles  and  playthings'^"  The  (Jopper  slabs  are  the  cradles, 
becanse  among  the  Savages  these  are  made  of  only  one;  or  two 
boards  joined  togeth(;r,  (jn  ^vliich  tfiey  put  their  childi'en  to  bed; 
and  those  little  })ieces  of  Copper  that  th(\y  wen,'  carrying  oif  are 
the  toys  and  })laythings  of  the  Savage  children,  who  play 
together  Vvdth  littler  stoiu^s. 

That  voi(!e  astonished  them  greatly,  as  they  knew  not  ^^dlOse 
it  Avas.  Some  say  that  it  \vas  Thnnder,  becanse  there  ai'(,'  many 
storms  there;  an<l  othei-s  that  it  was  a  certain  St)irit  whom  t'ley 
call  Missibizi,  who  jiasses  among  these  ])(,'oples  for  the  God  of 
the  Avaters,  as  i\^e])tnne  did  among  the  Pagans.  Others  say  it 
came  from  ]\[emogovissiouis :  these  are,  they  say,  maidne  J*eo- 
ple  somewdiat  like  tli(^  fabnlons  Tritons  or  th(^  SiriMis,  who 
fdways  live  in  the  watcjr  and  have  long  hair  reaclfing  to  the 
Avaist.  One  of  onr  Savages  told  ns  he  had  seen  one  of  them  in 
the  Avatei',  according  to  Avhat  he  imagined. 

IIoAvevei'  this  may  be,  that  astonnding  voice  ins])ir(Ml  such 
terror  in  (mr  'I'rav(d(M-s'  sonls  that  one  of  th(^  fonr  died  before 
reaching  land.  A  short  time  afterward  a  second  Avas  taken  olf, 
and  then  the  third  ;  so  that  only  one  was  lefi,  Avho,  after  retnrn- 
ing  to  his  Country  and  relating  all  that  had  happened,  died 
vei'y  sooii  afterwainh 

TIh;  Savages,  timid  and  snjxM'stitions  as  they  all  are,  luivc 
never  dared  to  go  there  since;  that  linu',  for  l"ear  of  dying  there, 
believing  that  there  are  c(M-lain  Sj)irits  Avho  kill  those  Avho 
a|tproa(di  them.  And,  in  fact,  in  ihc  memory  (d*  man.  no  one 
has  been  known  to  set  fool  there,  oi-  even  to  be  willing  to  sail  in 
that  direction  —  althongh  the  Island  seems  to  be  open  enougli, 
and  its  trees  may  even  be  distinguishe(|  tVom  anollier  Island, 
named  Achemikonan. 

'I'here  is  Ij-nlh  and  ihvvc  is  nntrnth  in  tliis  wlioh^  narrative, 
and  the  following  is  what,  is  most,  pi'obabh^:  nanudy,  tiiat  thos^o 
four  pei'sons  were  j)oisoned  by  the  water  thai  they  boiliul  with 
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the  pieces  of  copper,  wliicli  coiiiuiunicatcd  their  poisuii  to  it, 
owing  to  their  very  great  heat ;  for  we  know  by  experience  that 
this  copper,  when  it  is  put  into  the  lire  for  the  first  time,  exhales 
very  malignant  vapors,  Avhich  are  thick  and  infections  and 
whiten  the  fireplace.  It  is  not,  however,  a  poison  so  immediate 
as  not  to  operate  more  promptly  in  some  cases  than  in  others, 
as  happened  with  those  of  wh(jm  w^e  are  speaking;  who,  being 
already  affected  by  the  poison,  may  have  easily  imagined  that 
they  heard  those  voices,  if  they  heard,  however  slightly,  some 
echo,  such  as  is  commonly  found  among  the  rL()c];s  l)ordcring 
that  Island. 

Perhaps  this  fable  has  been  invented  since  the  event,  from 
not  knowing  to  what  to  attribute  the  death  of  those  Savages; 
and  when  they  say  that  it  is  a  iloating  Island,  it  is  not  incred- 
ible that  the  mists  with  which  it  i.^  of  leu  ladi-n,  by  Incoming 
thin  or  dense  uiuler  the  Sim's  rays,  muke  the  Island  appear  to 
the  o1)server  sometimes  very  near,  and  iit  other  times  larlhcr 
away. 

What  is  certain  is  that,  in  the  common  opinion  of  the  Sav- 
ages, there  is  a  great  abundance  of  Cop])er  in  that  Island;  but 
they  dare  not  go  there.  It  is  there  that  we  hope  to  begin  tho 
discoveries  which  we  purpose  making  this  Summer. 

Advancing  as  far  as  the  ])ai't  ealknl  "the  great  inlet,"  one 
comes  to  an  Island  three  leagues  from  the  land,  renowned  for 
the  metal  that  is  found  there,  and  for  n;ime  [Tlnnidrr^, 
which  it  beurs  because  it  is  said  to  thunder  there  all  the  time. 

But  farther  toward  tin)  West,  on  ihe  same  Xnrth  ^id^^  is 
found  the  Islaml  which  is  most  famous  for  C<jppei',  and  i<  calhMl 
Minong  [Isle  lioyalej  ;  this  is  tlie  one  in  which,  as  tli'.'  Snvnges 
have  told  numy  ])eople,  ilu)  mclal  exists  in  abnndauci\  and  in 
inany  ])hic(^s.  It  is  larg(»,  and  is  full}-  twenty -livi^  leagiu\s  buig; 
it  is  distant  seven  leagues  from  Ihe  mainland,  and  uu>\v  than 
•i  sixty  from  the  end  of  llie  I.ak(^  INc^ces  of  ( 'oppcr,  mingh'd  with 
the  stones,  are  found  at  the  water's  edge  alnio>t  all  .ir<'nnd  the 
Island,  especially  on  the  South  sidc^;  but  principally  iu  a  cer- 
tain inlet  tlnit  is  neni-  thc^  (muI  f;icing  tlu^  Northeast,  toward  tb.o 
oding,  there  jire  some  \  cry  st(M'|)  cl.iy  hills  when^  are  sim"*!!  sev- 
<!ral  strata  or  bcnls  ol"  wd  Copjuu-,  one  owr  another,  t^eparate«l  or 
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divided  by  other  strata  of  earth  or  of  Rocks.  In  the  water 
even  is  seen  Copper  sand  as  it  were ;  and  from  it  may  be  dipped 
up  with  ladles  grains  as  large  as  a  nut,  and  other  smaller  ones 
reduced  to  sand.  This  large  Island  is  almost  all  surrounded 
with  Islets  that  are  said  to  be  formed  of  Copper;  they  are  en- 
countered in  various,  places,  as  far  as  the  mainland  on  the 
I^orth.  One,  among  others,  is  only  two  gunshots  distant  from 
Minong;  it  is  between  tlie  middle  of  the  Island  and  tlie  end  that 
faces  the  Northeast.  Again,  on  this  Xortheast  side,  far  out  in 
the  lake,  there  is  another  Island  which,  because  of  the  copper 
in  which  it  abounds,  is  called  ]Manitoumiuis  [/.  c,  'Tsland  of 
the  Spirit"]  ;  of  this  it  is  related  that  those  who  came  here  for- 
merly, upon  throwing  stones  at  the  ground,  made  it  ring,  just 
as  brass  is  wont  to  ring. 

Going  on  to  the  end  of  the  Lake,  and  coming  back  a  day's 
journey  along  the  South  side,  one  sees  at  the  water's  edge  a  Rock 
of  Copper  weighing  fully  seven  or  eight  hundred  livres,  so  hard 
that  steel  can  scarcely  cut  it ;  yet,  when  it  is  heated,  it  nuiy  be 
cut  like  lead. 

Twenty  or  thirty  leagues  this  side  of  that  spot  is  situated 
Chagaouamigoug  [Che(]uamegon]  point,  where  we  have  estab- 
lished the  Mission  of  saint  Esprit,  of  which  we  shall  speak  liere- 
after.  ISTear  that  place  are  some  Ishmds,  on  the  shores  of  which 
are  often  found  Ixocks  of  Copper,  and  even  slabs  of  the  same 
material. 

Last  Spring,  v\'e  bought  from  the  Savages  a  slab  of  pure  Cop- 
per, two  feet  square,  and  weighing  more  than  a  hundred  livres. 
It  is  not  thouglit,  however,  that  the  mines  are  found  in  the 
Ishmds,  but  that  all  tliese  (\)ppor  ptO)bl(\s  ju'obably  come  fr(^m 
]\rinnng  or  from  the  other  Ishmds  v\'lii('li  are  tlie  S(unvos  of  ii, 
borne  up<jn  lloatliig  ice  or  rolliMl  along  in  I  lie  dcpllis  of  tlu^ 
water  by  the  very  im})etuous  win<ls  — pan  icularly  by  the  Xorth- 
cast  wind,  which  is  extremely  violent. 

It  is  true  that  on  the  JMainland,  at  the  place  when'  the  l)ula- 
ouaks  raise  Indian  (?oi'n,  half  a  league  from  tlu^  water's  edge, 
the  women  have  sometimes  found  ])ieco3  of  Coiijvr  scattered 
hero  and  there,  of  the  weight  of  ton,  twenty,  or  thirty  livres. 
It  is  in  digging  up  the  sand  to  plant  their  corn  that  they  make 
these  chance  discoveries. 
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Still  retiiviiiiig  toward  the  iiK.aitli  of  tlic  Lake  and  following 
tlie  South  ^^ide,  at  twenty  leaguers'  distance  from  the  spot  we 
liave  jnst  mentioned  one  (inters  the  river  called  Nautoiinaj:^an 
[Ontonagon J,  in  which  is  seen  a  height  fr(jin  whicli  stones  of 
red  ( V)]>per  fiill  into  the  water  or  on  th(,'  ground,  and  are  very 
easily  found.  Three  years  ago  wa  wei'e  given  a  mas-ive  ])\vce 
of  it,  a  hvindre<l  livj'es  in  weight,  which  was  taken  in  this  same 
S})ot;  from  it  W(^  have  cut  otl'  some  fi-agments,  and  sent  them 
to  (Jnel)ec  to  Monsienr  'j'alon.^ 

AJl  do  not  agree  as  to  the  ])re('ise  spot  where  it  is  found,  S(^nie 
maintaining  that  it  is  wdiere  the  I'iver  ])egins  to  narrow,  and 
otliers  saying  tliat  it  is  encountereil  xcvy  near  th(^  Lake,  hy  dig- 
ging in  th(?  chiy.  Sonu;  have  siiid  tJiat  at  the?  phi(;(i  Avherc,-  the 
Kiver  forks,  and  in  tlie  chann(d  farthest  to  the  East,  on  this  side 
of  a  ])oint  of  land,  one  nrust  dig  in  the  ricii  eai'th  to  liiid  this 
(  \jpper ;  and  that  ])i(H'es  of  tliis  metal  ar(^  even  fonnd  scal  tej'ed 
ill  tlie  channel  which  is  in  the  middle. 

Still  continuing  in  this  direction,  the  long  ])()int  [Keweenaw] 
of  land  ])resents  itself  wdiich  we  have  called  the  arrow  of  the 
how;  at  its  end  ther(!  is  only  an  Jslet,  which  a])})ears  to  he  six 
feet  sqnare,  and  is  said  to  be  all  of  copper. 

Finally,  not  to  leav(;  any  part  of  this  gi-eat  Lake  that  we  have 
not  explored,  wo,  nvv.  assured  that  in  the  interior,  toward  the 
Sontli,  mines  of  this  metal  are  found  in  diiferent  ])laces. 

All  this  information  and  other  besides,  which  it  is  not  necos- 
pai'y  to  give  more  in  delail,  imd<e  it.  wcu'th  while  to  nndci'take 
an  exact  investigation  iu  ihesc  nialters;  and  thai  is  whal  we 
shall  try  to  do — as  also  lo  examine  a  certain  Nci'digids  A\hich  is 
said  to  run  down  through  the  crex'ices  (d'  certain  liock>  at  the 
waterside,  Avhei-e  one  (wen  linds  among  the  ])ehbles  soiue  rather 
s<dt  pieces,  of  a  pleasant,  gi'cen  hue.  If  (hul  guide  u>  in  our 
entei'prise,  we  shall  speak  ahout  it  next  year  with  more  cer- 
tainty and  knowledge. — Jcs.  It(  l(i(l()ns,  li\-,  jip.  I  .'>;'»  l(ir». 

iJean  Talon,  intendant  of  New  France  from  1GG3  to  U'.OS.  He  did 
much  to  develop  the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  extnid  ex- 
plorations in  tlie  Ncrtliwest. —  K\). 
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1670:    CHEQUAMEGON  A  CENTER  OF  TRADE. 
[From  the  Jesuit  Relation  of  1G69-70.] 

More  tluui  fifty  Villai>T"s  can  be  ('ouiitfd,  ^vlliclL  comprise 
divers  peoples,  either  nouuulic  or  stationary,  wiio  depend  in 
some  sort  on  this  iMission  ;  and  to  whom  tiie  G()s[)el  can  he  i)r(>- 
claimed,  either  hy  goin«>'  into  tlieir  (^onntry,  or  waiting-  for  them 
to  come  to  this  to  do  their  trading. 

The  tliree  i^ations  comj)i"ised  nn(h'r  the  name  of  Outaouaks, 
of  which  one  has  embraced  Christianity,  and  that  c>f  the 
Etionnontatelironnon  Ilnrons' — among  whom  there  are  more 
than  five  hundred  baptized  i)ersons — inlnd)it  tliis  point;  they 
live  there  on  hsh  and  corn,  and  rarely  by  hunting,  and  number 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  souls. 

The  Ilinois,  tril)es  extending  toward  the  South,  have  five 
large  Villages,  of  which  one  has  a  stretch  of  tliree  leagues,  the 
cabins  being  placed  len<;tliu'ise.  They  numlxu-  nearly  tw()  thou- 
sand souls,  and  r(^})air  to  this  phice  fi"om  time  to  time  in  great 
numbers,  as  J\[erchants,  to  carry  away  hatchets  and  kettles, 
guns,  and  other  articles  that  they  ihhhI.  During  thi^  soj\)urn 
that  they  nnd^e  here,  we  take  the  ()])[)(>i'tnnity  to  sow  in  tlicir 
hearts  the  first  seeds  of  the  Gospel.  Fuller  mention  will  be 
hereafter  made  of  these  peoples,  and  of  the  desire  which  they 
manifest  to  have  (;ne  of  our  Fathers  among  them  to  instruct 
them;  and  also  of  the  i)lau  formed  by  Fatiier  jManiuette  to  g':> 
thither  next  Autumn. 

Eight  days'  journey  from  here  toward  th(^  AVest  is  the  first 
of  the  thirty  Villages  (d'  the  Xadouessi.  The  extensive  warfare 
carried  on  by  them  with  oui'  llurons,  and  with  some  other 
Nations  of  I  hose  Kegions,  k(>eps  tluMU  moi'e  contiiUMl,  and  obliges 
them  to  come  hither  oidy  in  small  nund)ers,  and  as  if  on  an 
Knd)assy.  Of  tlunn  also  mention  will  \)v  made  lu'reat!ei\  and 
of  what  the  said  Father  has  done  to  i)Ut  tliem  in  a  slate  of  peace 
and  keep  tluMu  IIkm'c. 

'The  Tioiinonates.  or  Pctuu  (Tobaceo)  Indians;  tlioy  dwrlt  west  of 
th«  llurons  (about  tlio  southern  end  of  Nottawasaga  Hay.  Onl  ).  to 
whom  they  were  racially  allied,  and  were  driven  from  their  country  by 
the  Iroquois  at  the  time  of  the  Huron  overthrow  r»0).  — Eu. 
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Of  ail  the  Nations  to'vvard  tlie  Xortli,  there  arc  three,  among 
others,  who  come  to  trade  liere;  and  very  recently  two  hundred 
Canoes  pa&sed  some  time  liere. — Jcs.  Relet  ions,  liv,  pp.  1G5- 
167. 


1G70-73:    JESUIT  MISSIONS  IN  THE  LAKE  REGION;  TRIBAL 
MIGRATIONS. 

[Prom  the  Jesuit  Relations  of  1670-71,  1G71-72,  and  1C72-73.] 

[Sj^nopsis:  In  Part  iii  of  the  Relation  of  lCTO-71  are  de- 
scribed the  OttnAva  missions.  It  opens  with  a  survey  of  these 
missions,  of  tlie  tribes  that  they  reach,  and  of  tiie  regions  inhab- 
ited by  those  peoples;  this  resume  is  illustrated  by  a  map  of 
Lake  Superior  and  the  adjacent  lands,  prepared  by  some  of  the 
missionaries.  Besides  the  missions  already  familiar  to  the 
reader  of  these  accounts, — at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Chequamegon, 
and  Green  Bay, — several  new  ones  have  been  founded.  JSTew 
locations  are  assigned  to  several  tribes  that  have  been  inentioned 
in  previous  documents;  for  the  fierce  Iroquois  on  tlie  east,  and 
the  Sioux  on  the  west^  have  made  numerous  raids  upon  the 
weaker  tribes,  who  flee  to  whatever  regions  seem  to  olfer  even 
temporary  security  from  tlieir  foes. 

Dablon  then  relates  liow  all  the  North  and  West  lias  been 
annexed  to  the  ci'own  of  France,  the  king  "subjecting  these 
nations  to  J(-sus  Christ's  dominion  before  placing  them  under 
his  own."  'idiis  is  accomplished  by  a  formal  ceremony  at  Sault 
Ste.  a\Iarie  (June  4,  1(j71),  at  which  St.  Busson  takos  posses- 
si(ai,  in  the  nan.ie  of  the  king,  of  tlie  territories  ''from  j\Iontreal 
as  iiiv  as  the  South  S(\i,  covering  the  utmost  extent  ami  range 
possible."  lie  ])lants  a  cross  there,  and  rais(\s  uver  it  the  V\\  ue\\ 
r(.yal  standard,  with  c(M-emonies  bntli  civil  and  religion^.  K^p- 
resentatives  of  fourt(^(>n  diiVen^it  tribes  are  present,  whom 
Allouez  addresses  in  eulogy  of  the  king — ^'giving  iheni  Micli  an 
idea  of  our  inconiparabh^  Monarch's  grealnc^ss  that  tlu^v  Inu'o 
510  words  with  which  to  express  their  tiiou^lits  upon  (lie  sub- 
ject."   His  speecli  is  rei)orted  at  length;  it  is  followed  by  one 
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from  St.  Lussoii,  '■'"in  martial  and  eloquent  language."  The 
ceremonies  close  with  a  bonhre,  '^around  which  the  Te  Dcum 
was  sung  to  thank  God,  on  hohalf  of  those  poor  peoples,  that 
they  were  now  tlie  subjects  of  so  great  and  powerful  a  mon- 
arch."^ 

A  report  of  the  various  hrimches  of  the  Ottawa  mission  is 
now  made.  At  the  Sault,  Druil lottos  is  in  charge.  An  epi- 
demic breaks  out  there  among  the  Indians,  but  wonderful  curQS 
of  the  sick  are  wrought  \)y  prayer — in  cases  of  fever,  hemor- 
rhage, and  even  of  paralysis,  blindness,  and  deafness.  These 
wonders  lead  the  savages  to  embrace  the  f  aitli ;  even  the  elders 
are  desirous  of  instruction  and  baptism,  and  })ublicly  declare 
(October  11,  IGTO)  that  ''the  Sault  is  Christian,  and  that  the 
God  of  prayer  is  the  ]\[aster  of  life."  Many  of  these  miracu- 
lous cures  are  related  in  detail.  The  result  is  ecpuilly  marveh 
ous;  the  chapel  is  filled  on  Sundays,  and  in  the  caljins 
instructions  are  given  both  day  and  night.  In  less  than  six 
months,  Druillettes  has  baptized  more  than  six-score  children. 
But  such  blessings  from  God,  and  such  honors  paid  to  him, 
^'doubtless  stirred  the  wratli  of  Hell  against  this  infant 
Church;"  the  chapel  is  consumed  by  fire  January  27,  1G71. 
Another  and  much  finer  building  is  soon  erected,  however;  and 
''in  it  were  baptized  in  a  single  day  as  many  as  twenty-six  chil- 
dren." 

The  Ottawas  have  been  driven  by  the  Sioux  from  Clicquame- 
gon  Bay,  and  part  of  the  refugees  have  returned  to  their  old 
home  on  -^[anitoulin  Ishunh  Tliey  ask  for  a  priest,  and  x\ndr6 
is  assigned  to  tliis  post.  In  the  llclatioii  is  published  the  re- 
port of  Andre  upon  his  labors  since  August,  1070,  among  the 
tribes  about  Lake  Huron.  He  first  goes  to  the  ^Mississaguas, 
whom  he  finds  so  pressed  by  famine  that  they  arc  living  on  the 
inner  bark  of  the  lir-tree;  but  he  is  able  to  ba])tize  seven  new- 
born infants.  On  an  island  in  Georgian  .r>ay,  lie  finds  a  large 
concourse  of  Indians  from  vai'ious  tribes,  wlm  are  "n^suscitat- 
ing"  a  dead  chief — that  is,  giving  his  name  to  his  son.  The 
Fatlier  addresses  tlie  assembly,  urging  th(^m  to  accept  the  Chris- 

1  For  tho  proccs-vcrbal  drawn  up  by  St.  Liisson  on  this  occasion,  see 
Wis.  Hint.  Volls.,  xi,  pp.  2G-29.— Eu. 
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tiaii  faitli,  and  to  rcco^iiizo  tlio  autlioi-itv  or  the  French  gov- 
ernor, lie  then  i^'oes  anioni^'  the  cabins,  exhtn'tin^'  in<li\'iiiuals ; 
^'in  twelve  days  I  baptized  fifteen  iittk'  chihlren,  \vhih3  I  left 
no  one  without  ade(|uate  instruction.'^  I'henc.-e  he  jjroceeded 
to  iManitoulin  Ishmd,  the  ohl  home  of  lh(;  ()lta\\-as,  to  whit;li 
many  of  theni  ha\'e  returned.  With  theiii  lie  i'emains  until 
famine  disixM'ses  tlio  p(H>()Je,  und  h(;  is  compcdled  to  (h'[)art,  after 
almost  perisliin,<>'  from  sturvalion.  His  next  stali^n  is  Lake 
!Nipissing,  where  he  reiuains  tliree  months;  he  there  iiains  '"four- 
teen S])iritual  children,  throui!,h  Holy  Hiiptism."  Althou^^li  h(i 
suffers  greatly  from  hunger,  he  is  abb;  to  keej)  alive  witii  acorns 
and  rock  tripe  (an  edible  lichen).  Wdien  tli'j  ice  mcdts,  lu* 
turns  to  ^.lanitoulin,  and  instructs  the  ljea\'er  tribe  [Ami- 
koues]  ;  they  can  now  caj)ture  enough  mov)se  to  live  in  conij^ara- 
tive  comfort. 

A  long  description  is  given  of  Mackinac  Island,  its  fisheries, 
its  j)henomejUi  of  wind  and  tide,  and  the  tribes  who,  now  and 
in  the  past,  have  made  it  tlu^'r  abode.  A  favorite^  resort  for  all 
tlie  Algonkin  tribes;  many  are  i-eturuing  to  it  since  the  peace 
with  the  Jj'oipiois.  On  this  account,  the'  Jesuits  ha\('  l)eguii  a 
new  mission,  a])])arently  on  the  island,  caUed  St.  Igmic4;. 
Thither  hav(^  fled  the  Ilurons,  driven  from  Checjuamegon  Bay 
by  fear  of  flu;  Sioux,  ''The  Iroipiois  of  the  WVst ;"  and  ^lar- 
quette  foHows  his  Hock. 

The  U('lali())i  is  heri'  interi'upted  by  a.  di^tailed  account  of  a 
n^markable  display  of  jtarhelia  ("sun-dogs,''  in  (.••>iiimoii  par- 
lance), which  appearcul  on  the  upper  lakes  in  danuai'y  and 
]March  respect  i\'ely,  in  KlTl. 

Ivesuming  his  report  (d"  the  mi.->si(ms,  Dablon  next  des<-rii>e.s 
tlnit  at  (Jreen  ibiy.  lie  enumei'atc.>  and  Iocmuvs  thr  trib.es  <lw(dl- 
ing  in  W^iscon.sin.  lie  iciatcs  a  jouiMirv  made  by  liim>cll  and 
Allone/,  in  the  autumn  (d'  1(170,  to  \  i>il  tlu'  ti  ibc>  in  the  central 
and  southern  pai'ts  of  the  State.  .\rri\  ing  at  (JreiMi  Day.  thev 
find  serious  d  ist  u  iba  nces  tia^  Indians  aif  plnmlering  and  ill 
treating  the  I'reiKdi  tradci's  there,  in  re\-enge  wrongs  whicli 
liicv  ha\'e  rccei\'ed  iVoin  the  stOdicrs  at  llu>  l-'rench  sell  Imieutr^. 
The  b'al hers  (pi i(>t  tlieha\ages,  an^l  call  llnnn  together  in  a  <'oun- 
cil  ;  they  aniKUinc:  llu^  pur[)ose  of  their  coming  hither,  to  IcaoL 
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the  Indians  tlio  way  to  heaven-  and  they  also  reprimand  the  lat- 
ter for  the  current  disturbances.  On  this  occasion  some  of  the 
warriors  attempt  to  imitate  the  appearance  and  drill  of  the 
French  soldiers  at  Quebec,  but  make  themselves  ''the  more  ridio- 
nlouSj  the  more  they  tried  to  comport  themselves  seriously. 
We  had  difficulty  in  refraining  from  laughter,  although  we  were 
treating  of  only  the  most  important  matters— the  Mysteries  of 
our  Tleligion,  and  what  must  be  done  in  order  not  to  burn  for- 
ever in  Ilell.'' 

The  Fathers  proceed  up  the  Fox  river,  to  visit  the  tribes 
thereon ;  they  find  at  the  De  Fere  rapids  a  sort  of  idol,  adored 
by  the  savages — a  rock,  resembling  a  human  bust.  This  the 
missionaries  remove,  and  cast  to  the  bottom  of  the  river.  Alter 
passing  all  the  rapids,  they  reach  the  prairies  and  ''oak-open- 
ings'^ of  Winnebago  county — "tlie  fairest  land  possible  to  be- 
hold;'' its  beauty  is  vividly  portrayed  in  their  account.  Here 
the  abundance  of  game  and  wild  rice  renders  the  savages  seden- 
tary. They  reach  the  JMascoutons  and  Miamis,  who  have  fixed 
their  abode  in  the  same  place,  for  common  defense  against  the 
Iroquois.  The  Fathers  address  these  people  upon  their  need 
of  the  Christian  religion,  reinforcing  their  ai)poals,  as  usual, 
with  a  picture  of  the  judgment-day,  and  a  desci'iption  of  '"the 
happiness  of  the  Saints  and  the  toi:ments  of  the  damned."  The 
Indians  listen  with  great  wonder  and  respect;  and  afterward, 
not  satisfied  with  the  instruction  given  them  through  the  day, 
"assembled  during  the  night,  in  crowds,  to  hear  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  j\rysteries  about  whicli  they  had  been  told."  The 
Fathers  are  regaled  witli  many  feasts,  and  have  free  access  to 
the  cabins;  they  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  in- 
struct tlie  pe()i)le.  Among  tlire'e  thousand  souls  tboy  iiud  but 
one  sick  person- — a  child  \\lio  is  dying  of  consumpl ion.  Attcr 
receiving  ba[)tism,  tnis  child  is  restored  I0  lieallh. 

Dablon  devotes  a  chapter  to  llu^  chariictcM-,  manners,  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Illinois  Indians,  sonu^  <d'  wlmni  h:n'(»  conu^  I0  dwell 
with  the  ]\rascoutens ;  and  to  M issis-'ip])i  riv(U'  and  vallov, 
so  far  as  he  h;is  loai-nml  a])out  tlnit  rc\i;ion  t'rom  tlu^  reports  of 
the  s:iN'ages.  lie  is  ddiuhled  willi  llio  niil(hu\>s  and  politeness 
of  the  Illinois  tribe,  and  dilates  upon  the  uoblc  character  and 
? 
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kindness  of  tlicir  cliief,  wlio  shows  liie  niissiuiKU'ios  every  atten- 
tion ;  tliey  liaA'e  strong  liope  that  lie  ^vill  ein])race  the  faith.  All 
tliese  people  show  great  docility,  and  are  much  less  superstitious 
than  the  Ottawas  and  other  Algonkin  tri])es.  They  oifer  no 
sacrifices  to  spirits,  and  worship  only  the  sun.  They  promise 
to  build  a  chapel  for  the  missi(maries,  when  the  latter  come  hack 
to  them.  After  the  Fathers  return  to  (jreen  Bay,  Allouez  gues 
(February,  1G7.1)  to  the  Outagami  (Fox)  tribe,  \vhere  he 
founds  the  mission  of  St.  ^fark.  These  savages  are  haughty 
and  insolent,  and  at  first  bestow  "up()n  him  only  rebuffs  and 
mockery.  But  Allouez  perseveres  in  his  efforts  to  reach  them 
with  the  Gos])el,  '^clieering  some?  Vv'ith  the  h(;pe  of  Paradi-e,  and 
frightening  others  with  the  fear  of  Hell.''  After  a  time,  he 
secures  their  attention,  and  even  their  affection;  he  baptizes 
seven  ])ersons,  and  the  elders  promise.'  to  l)uild  him  a  cdiapel 
Vvdien  he  shall  return  to  them.  All  these  tribes  reuard  the 
Fathers  as  manitous,  or  spirits.] — Jc-s.  licldlions,  Iv,  jip.  lU-lG, 
lj5-:>:>5. 


[Synopsis:  It  is  in  the  Ottawa  missions  that  the  Jesuits  have 
reaped  most  of  their  harvest  during  the  past  year  (1GT1-T2). 
Their  gains  are  thus  trium])hantly  announced:  '^More  than 
three;  hundred  ba])tisms  conferred  iu  one  year;  more  lhan 
twenty-five  nalions  illumiiuited  by  the  light  of  the  Gospel  ;  many 
sick  persons  restored  to  health  in  a  very  (extraordinary  manner; 
Churches  erected  and  Crosses  phiuled  iu  the  mid>t  of  adulatry; 
th()  Faith  b(U-ne  far  to  the  North  and  S(Mitli.''  A  more  detailed 
ac(;(nint  of  this  work  is  heguu  hy  the  joui-iud  of  Nouvel,'  who 
lias  sp(>ut.  the  winter  among  the  Ijea\rr  huli;nis,  eu  the  north 
shore  of  Georgian  ijay.  His  mission  b(>uiu^  well,  l»ul  the  de\il 
is  envious  of  his  siu'cess,  and  stii's  up  tmuble  tnr  him  w  ith  the 
met] icine-men.  By  (btd's  grace,  he  is  al)le  to  vaii(pii-h  his 
opponents  one  oi'  whom,  at  the  l"'a.ther's  bidding,  erect>  a  huge* 
ci'oss  for  the  \'eneralion  (d'  his  tribesmen.     During  the  wintor 

1  Henri  Nonvrl  ciilcicd  (lie  Canada  inis;;ion  in  K'.ul].  and  laltonMl  anions; 
the  tribes  of  the  Upper  Lakes  from  1(J71  to  1700;  he  was  .^^iiperior  of  the 
01t;;v,:i  mission  during  some  thirteen  years— Ki>. 
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Nonvel  makes  various  excursions  to  rieighboriug  encarn])nients, 
here  aud  tliere  l)a])tizing'  a  few,  uiaiuly  eliildreii — except  at 
Manitouliu  Island,  Avliere  lie  receives  into  tlie  Cluircli  fourteen 
adults  and  youth.  lie  relates  several  instances  of  rnarvelou.s 
cures  wrought  in  sickness,  by  water  in  ^vliicli  certain  relics  of  the 
martyr  Erebeuf  have  been  dipped. 

At  Sault  Ste.  ]\rarie,  one  hundred  and  forty-hve  bapti.-^nis  are 
recorded.  A  church  has  recently  been  built  there,  which  is  the 
object  of  much  admiration,  from  Frenchmen  as  well  as  savage*. 
The  rest  of  the  rei)ort  from  this  mission  is  occupied  with 
accounts  of  miraculous  cures  wrought  by  prayer  and  holy 
water.  These  wonders  ''have  gone  far  toward  eradicating  the 
two  chief  vices  prevalent  among  these  Tribes,  jugglery  and 
polygjimy."  ^'Those  who  recognize  only  the  true  God  enjoy 
perfect  health.  We  see,  in  fine,  (Iiristianity  becoming  estab- 
lished here,  despite  all  hell.'' 

I'he  mission  of  St.  Ignace,  ap])arently  on  ^[ackimu^  Island, 
was  recently  o))ened  for  the  benetit  of  the  llurons,  who  have  fled 
thitlier  from  ('he(pianiegon  Lay  in  dread  of  the  hostile  Sioux 
tribes.  J\rar(piette  has  accompanied  them,  and  has  charge  of 
the  mission.  Such  of  these  Ifurons  ''as  have  continued  in  the 
faith  now  display  great  fervor." 

A  (diapel  has  been  built  for  the  (Jreen  I>ay  mission,  at  the 
l)e  I*ere  ra])ids.  Idie  advantages  of  tliis  location  are  recounted 
at  length.  Tlio  writer  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the 
methods  emi)loye(l  by  the  savages  of  the  place  in  catching  fish, 
and  ])rais(\s  the;  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  suri'oumling  c(»untry. 
Allouez  and  Andi-e  are  laboring  with  those  tribes — the  former, 
with  the  inland  ti'ibcs  on  the  Fox  and  W(df  rivtus;  the  latter, 
with  those  about  Dc  Pcrc  and  along  the  shores  of  CJreeii  Ibiy. 
The  divinities  venerated  by  these  ti-ibes,  ;iiid  their  superstitions 
regarding  them,  are  I'ccouiited.  Andi'e  makes  a  strong  imjtres- 
sion  on  the  minds  oi'  his  savages  by  s(Migs, — cohijukimI  in  the 
Indian  tongue,  but  sung  to  French  airs, — wliich  he  accompanies 
with  a  ilut(\  IIies(i  songs,  nniny  (d'  which  wrv  (^xpressly  dl- 
recte(l  against  their  superstitions,  he  tt^aclu^s  to  the  cliildren; 
and  with  a  band  of  "tlu^se  litth^  Savage  musicians"  ]u»  goes 
about  the  villag(\s,  "to  dedare  war  on  Jugglers,  Dreamers,  and 


84 


WISCONSIN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS.       [vol.  xvi 


those  who  have  had  several  wives."  He  also  employs  pictures 
to  instruct  the  people;  and  sp(!nds  the  winter  in  going  from  one 
village  to  another,  instructing  and  baptizing.  He  is  subject,  of 
course,  to  trials  and  annoyances,  ''but  such  Crosses  are  the  de- 
light of  Missiona]-ics."  Andre  adds  notes  of  his  ol^servations 
upon  the  apparent  tides  in  Green.  Bay. 

Among  the  tribes  of  Central  Wisconsin,  AUouez  has  accom- 
plished much — instructing  savages  of  live  different  tongues,  of 
whom  some  had  never  before  seen  a  Frenchman.  The  Mascou- 
tens  and  Illinois  ^'receive  him  as  an  Angel  from  Heaven,  and 
crowd  about  him,  both  day  and  night."  The  Outagamies  are 
especially  interested  in  the  cross ;  almost  every  one,  young  or 
old,  frequently  makes  its  sign,  and  a  war-])arty  from  this  tribe 
l)elieve  that  they  have  won  a  battle  by  this  jueans.  Allouez 
erects  in  their  village  a  large  cross,  'Thus  taking  j)ossession  of 
those  infidel  lands  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ."] — Jcs.  Rtla- 
iions,  Ivi,  pp.  107-1 17. 


[Synopsis:  The  mission  to  tlie  Ottawas  is  now  ou  Lake 
Huron  and  Green  Bay,  for  the  AlgDukin  tribi\s  have  boon  drivcMi 
by  the  Sioux  fi-om  the  shores  of  Superior.  This  facilitates  the 
work  of  tlie  missionaries,  who  this  year  (1G72-73)  have  met 
Avith  unusual  suc(;csSj  luiving  l>aptized  over  four  hundred  [per- 
sons. At  Sault  St(^  ]\Iarie  tlu?  Indians  luive  l)(\'»'un  to  plant 
Indian  coi-n.  A  clini'cli  lias  rcccuilly  been  erected,  which  is 
well  frequented  by  the  savages,  (lierc  pray  'Mo  elcsus,  the 
God  of  war,"  as  one  of  their  cliii  I's  (Mititles  him.  A  clun-ch  liiis 
l)een  buiU  al  I  )(^,  Vvvq.  also,  wbich  e.\«'ite>  mucli  religiuus  f«  rv<»r 
among  the  Wisconsin  trib(^s.  Idn'  Ki^k;ik.>us  a(  ibe  Snult  li;iV(^ 
been  urged  by  (he  Ollnv.as  of  Alaiiil;iiilin  l-hmd  lo  dwidl  with 
them — whei'i^  accci'diiig  to  Dnbloii,  '•puly^amy  and  -higglcriivs 
S(;em  to  have  (Icdicaiod  mo^l  oj'  ibc  ("abiiis  lo  lu'll."  Ibil  '*ihoso 
instruments  ol"  tJii^  DiMiion"  fail  to  di'aw  avay  the  Kiskakoiis 
fi'oni  Iheir  loyalty  to  the  Church.  Druilletles,  who  is  in  charge 
at  l  h(!  Sault,  a.lso  caiTs  for  lln^  Al  ississaguas,  dwcdling-  on  (be 
noi'th  shore  of  Lalu^  liiiroii.  They  nn-eivc  him  iiio>l  ho>piiabl\- 
and  kiinlly.  (he  (wi-iily  c.uiV(MH  ali'cadv  (Iku'c  he  adda 
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twenty-tliree  newly  baptized^  and  the  elders  Leg  him  to  return 
soon  to  continue  their  instruction. 

A  chapter  is  devoted  to  ^'marvels  that  God  wrought  at  Ste. 
Marie  du  Sault."  These  include,  besides  the  cure  of  various 
diseases  through  prayer  and  holy  water,  the  successful  raid  of 
an  Algonkin  band  against  the  Sioux, — the  former  not  even  re- 
ceiving any  wound  or  other  injur}', — this  also  in  answer  to  their 
prayers.  Among  the  Kiskakons — who,  as  a  trilje,  have  em- 
braced the  Christian  faith — ''the  children  hardly  ever  die;"  and 
those  who  die  prove  to  be  ''the  children  of  those  who  were 
addicted  to  polygamy,  or  of  their  neaj'cst  relatives."  ]\Iany 
Christians  have  been  marvelously  aided  in  temporal  matters,  or 
saved  from  death.  These  Avonders  have  greatly  impressed  the 
miiuls  of  the  savages;  in  consequence,  the  numbers  of  the  bap- 
tized are  increasing,  and  the  medicine-men  often  renounce  their 
superstitions.  But,  if  G(^d  grants  such  success,  he  "makes  ihe 
Missionaries  pay  very  dearly  for  it."  Father  Xouvel  has  sev- 
eral times  narrowly  escaped  death — unce  at  the  hands  of  an 
angry  medicine-num ;  and  for  all  there  are  many  hardships. 
The  mission  of  the  Apostles,  among  the  northern  islands  in 
Lake  Huron,  "foi'iuerly  aiiording  much  conscdation  to  the  mis- 
sionaries, has  this  year  yielded  almost  nothing  but  thorns  and 
difliculiies  to  Father  Bnillerjnct,  who  ]ias  cliarge  of  it;"  this  is 
due  to  "the  malice  of  soiiu!  old  men,"  Avho  "wish  tc^  get  rid  of  the 
Father.  He,  too,  hns  imperiled  his  life  by  his  zeal;  and  has 
(>fteii  been  driven  from  the  cabins.  The  few  who  profess  the 
faith  sliow,  however,  great  constancy  lh(M-ein,  and  refuse  to 
yield  to  the  superstitious  cust«jms  around  ihem. 

A  re])ort  fi-oui  (be  mission  of  St.  Iguace  is  made  by  ATar- 
(jucde,  in  a  letter  lo  tlic  suj)(M'ior,  Daldon.  T1i(M\'  the  vnnninit 
of  ibe  'J\>bi!C('o  tribe  (»f  Ilui'diis  liavo  s(>(tlod,  and  are  uu(h'r 
]\Iar(piette's  spii'itunl  care.  Tlicy  arc  becoming  more  tractable, 
])Ut  '*(Jod  aloTH^  can  give  iirmucss  lo  ibcir  tickle  minds."  In 
general,  they  manifest  mucli  esteem  for  the  l'\ilher,  and  re.-pcct 
for  the  faith.  In  tlie  autumn,  most  of  his  savages  go  hr.nling; 
th^)se  who  remain  ;isk  his  sanction  i'or  their  dances.  i  he  chapel 
services  are  well  attended,  desj)iie  the  se\(M"e  cold.  .Mar(j\i(M(c 
visits  liis  parisliioners  in  their  iields,  at  a  considernblo  distance 
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from  the  village.  IFe  has  baptizctl  only  (wo  ailults.  In  olie<U- 
eiiee  to  his  siqxu'ior's  orders,  lh(^  Falhcr  is  pi-cparijii;"  to  iiii(l(>r- 
tako  a  journey  of  exploration  toward  th(^  South  Sea. 

Allouez  and  Aiidro  eonduct  the  mission  at  St.  Fraiieois  Xavii-r, 
at  Dc  Pere,  and  its  neighljoi'hood — Andro  cariuii-  for  the  sav- 
ages residing  at  or  near  Green  Bay,  and  Allnucz  for  those  U[)  ,tlie 
Fox  and  Wolf  rivers.  A  lett(u-  from  tho  former  states  th;it  a 
fire  in  his  cabin  burned  (Deeendxu-  :l-2,  1(172)  his  diaiy  and 
writing  materials.  ]Ie  deseribes  his  labors  during  the  rest  of 
that  winter,  at  a  fishing  \'illag('  on  the  l>;iy.  ddio  nali\os  at 
once  build  him  a  new  cabin;  it  incdudes  a  (diapcd,  at  which  the 
women  and  childi'cn  ar(^  assiduous  attendants.  The  great  ol'sta- 
cles  to  the  missicmary's  success  are  ihe  dejxMideiice  of  llie-e 
})le  upon  dreams,  and  the  l>elicd"  of  the  wai'riors  that  ])rayer  h  not 
for  them,  but  for  the  women  ami  (diildi-eii.  Amhv  reeounls 
various  debates  which  he  holds  Avith  the  chiefs  on  this  and  like 
questions.     One  of  them  a(hnits  fr;;iddy,  care  \  ery  liitl  ^ 

whether  it  be  th(^  devil  or  (Jod  that  gives  us  food."  Xotwiili- 
standing  his  o})position  to  their  false  gods,  Andre  is  able  to  say: 
^'I  have  had  no  troul)le  this  year  with  the  savages;"  and,  iu«leed, 
they  endea\'or  to  i)lease  hiiu  in  various  ways.  Some  even  re- 
nounce their  sup(U'stitions,  and  accept  (Jod  as  their  only  mun- 
itou.  Andre  does  not  ascribe  .this  impi'ovrmeul  to  his  own 
efforts  during  his  three  months'  stay;  but  "(Jod  ai'eoinplished 
this,  through  tla;  great  nuud)ers  of  sturgeon  that  were  sp(\ired 
thei'e" — which  undoes  them  eoiKdude  ttial  tlu  ii-  deily  is  worlli 
nothing,  since  they  secure  abundance  oi'  ti-h  willioul  invt>king 
him.  The  Father  l)a[)li/.es  ten  aduhs  and  nine  children  during 
ids  sojoni'n  thei'e.  lie  then  proceeds  (o  ilie  Suaniico  idver, 
whei'e  ther(^  is  a  Aillage  of  l*otl:i\vatl<"mie<.  These  .^-avan'cs 
entreat  the  I'^itlier  to  procuic  for  llicm,  by  his  prayer-^,  >ucc.^>-i 
in  tlieir  iishei'y.  lie  r(d'uses  to  do  so  nide.-s  iiie\  rcr.oun(»e 
tlieii-  false  deities,  which  ihey  readily  ]U'<'ndse  to  »lo.  Ouo  of 
i\uM\\  gives  a  feast,  at  wlncli,  as  he  assures  Andre,  he  'T  inpiU'soii- 
uted  (Jod,  and  not  (he  DeviL  I  t(dd  him  (hat  1  knew  (hat  ho 
was  worthh^ss,  and  had  no  (>s(eem  for  prayci-.  lie  i-  calbvl 
l)OVC('au  \  '{\\v  hog'l,  and  he  is  a  (rue  liog  in  his  i'ondnc(."  'I'he 
I'adier  says,  in  r(d"ereni't>  (o  (licir  ans\\ci'>  (o  his  iihpiiric-  ab  ut 


167O-73J  FRENCH  REGIME  IN  WISCONSIN. 


the  superstitious  ohservances  at  tlieir  feasts,  ^'But  Tlio  savages 
arc  too  g-reat  liars  to  be  Jjclieved."  ^'However/'  he  adds,  ''I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  girls,''  who  are 
always  assiduous  in  attending  and  in  learning  the  prayers. 
The  children  clean  their  faces  when  Andre  tells  them  to;  and 
^^even  the  young  men  came  in  the  evening  to  jjray,  and  not  to 
see  the  girls,  *  "  *  hoping  that  God  Av^ould  give  them 
sturgeon,  and  manifesting  their  belief  that  their  dreams  were 
folly."  At  the  close  of  Andre's  report,  he  adds  some  curious 
observations  regarding  the  apparent  tides  in  the  Fox  River. 
He  ascribes  these  to  the  action  of  the  wind. 

Allouez's  work  among  tlie  Wisconsin  tribes  is  described  in  Ids 
re])ort  to  his  sui)erior.  In  JMay,  1(172,  he  goes  to  the  Mascoutc-n 
village  on  the  up])er  Fox  ri\'er.  Here  he  finds  nearly  two  luin- 
dred  cabins  of  savages,  representing  live  tribes.  A  cabin  is 
erected,  for  his  chajxd;  but,  wlien  he  nnd(M-takes  to  say  mass, 
so  great  a  crowd  assend)les,  and  so  great  is  their  curiosity  ''to 
see  the  black  gown,"  that  for  some  tim(;  he  cannot  even  make 
himself  heard  by  them.  Jle  succeeds  at  last  in  exjdaining  the 
ceremony  to  them,  whon  they  sliow  j)rofonnd  i-es])ect,  and  even 
refrain  from  snu^king  and  talking  while  Allouez  is  using  the 
chapel,  (^rowds  albMid  his  instructions  every  day,  ami  he  says, 
"I  ln\d  barely  t'unv.  to  take  my  food."  lie  erects  a  great  cross; 
and  his  parishioiuM-s  hang  ui)on  it  "^clusters  of  Indian  corn, 
girdles,  and  red  garters,"  to  show^  their  veneration.  Two  of  the 
tribes  begin  to  (pnii-rel  over  it,  each  desiring  to  have  it  when  tlio 
Father  shall  dei)art;  "this  holy  contention  gave  me  joy."  He 
settles  it  hy  erecting  another  ci'oss  in  the  rival  encampment. 
Allou(!Z  renniins  among  llies(;  pe(»ple  until  Scj)tend)er  (I,  when 
he  sets  out  on  his  retnrn  to  1  )(>  Pere.  His  canoe  is  wi-eck(Ml  in 
the  Ap])let()n  ra])ids;  all  his  baggag(^  is  soakeil  with  wat<'r,  bur 
forlnnat(dy  is  not  lost.  With  on(^  of  his  boatmen,  who  is  ill,  Im^ 
renniins  eight  days  on  "an  Islet  ten  I'eet  hong,"  luitil  hi--  men 
can  procure  another  canoe.  T1h\v  then  I'etnrn  sately  to  the 
mission-house  at  l)e  Per(\ 

In  the  missi()n  of  St.  I^'rancois  Xavi(u-,  which  inclmles  the 
Pottawattomi(^  villagv  on  the  east,  shore  of  (Jre(>n  l>ay,  .\11<»M(^z 
l)ai)tizes  tliirty-rour  persons  dui'ing  the  year     all  children,  ex- 
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cept  or.e  sick  man.  After  Sopteinber,  lie  dwells  in  his  house 
alone — the  savages  all  departing,  ^'because  this  year  there  are 
neither  acorns  nor  Ducks."  Many  parties  of  Indians  pass  that 
way,  however,  going  to  or  returning  from  their  hunting;  these 
he  instructs  as  he  has  opportunity. 

At  St.  Mark's,  among  the  Foxes,  he  has  baptized  forty-eight. 
In  November,  he  goes  there  to  visit  som{3  sick  converts,  of  whose 
religious  experiences  he  gives  some  account.  In  February, 
1673,  he  again  visits  them,  but  finds  that  they  have  been  pre- 
judiced against  the  faith  by  the  Iroquois.  J\loreover,  notwith- 
standing their  prayers  to  God,  they  have  lost  many  warriors  at 
the  hands  of  the  Sioux,  lie  says  mass  every  day,  and  preaches 
boldly  against  their  superstitions  and  their  licentious  customs; 
yet  no  one  interferes  with  him.  ''lliis  is  a  special  grace  for 
this  village,  A\liere  the  ])eo])le  ai'e  self-willed  Ijcyond  anything 
tliat  can  be  imagined."  Allouez  relates  the  course  of  events 
during  his  stay  there.  They  listen  to  him  readily,  but  are  eas- 
ily diverted  fi'om  belief  in  ilui  ne\v  faith,  especially  when  it 
does  not  protect  them  from  their  enemies. 

The  Father  departs,  April  30,  for  the  ^Afascouten  village, 
where  he  is  welcomed  by  a  friendly  but  noisy  crowd,  so  anxious 
to  get  inside  his  chapel  that,  as  before,  they  tear  oil'  the  rush 
mats  of  which  it  is  made.  Of  the  ^liami  Indians,  who  also 
dwell  here,  some  profess  the  faith;  but  others  do  not  approve  of 
the  Father's  preaching.  He  observes,  however,  that  all  those 
who  believe  have  not  suifered  from  hunger  during  the  winter, 
v/hile  the  pagans  have  ex[)erienced  such  famine  that  sunie  of 
them  died.  I'he  ]\liamis  liave  given  up  in\'ocations  to  tlieir 
manitous,  and  invoke  'liini  Avho  has  nnide  Heaven  ami  earth." 

-NTanpiette  has  departed  on  liis  voyage  toward  llie  Smitli  Sea, 
and  Alband^  has  again  set  out  for  Hudson  Ihiy.]  —  J(s.  llcla- 
Hons,  Ivii,  pp.  15-18,  lH)3-:5()1  ;  Iviii,  LM  -73. 

1  Charles  Albanel  came  to  Canada  in  1049.  and  was  long  a  missionary 
among  the  Montagnais.  In  1G71-72,  he  was  sent  to  Hudson  Hay  by  Ta- 
lon, to  tal<e  possession  of  tliat  region  for  France.  In  1G76  he  began 
labor  in  the  Ottawa  missions,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  (1C96). 
He  was  stationed  at  Creen  Hay  during  ICTC  S?..— ICi>. 
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1673:    JOLIET  AND  MARQUETTE  DISCOVER  THE  UPPER 
MISSISSIPPI. 
[From  a  document  in  the  Jesuit  Relations.'} 

[Synopsis:  The  journal  of  Father  Marquette  describes  the 
voyage  in  which  he  and  Joliet  discovered  and  explored  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  It  is  prefaced  with  a  brief  note  by  Dablon, 
which  mentions  Marquette's  early  desire  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
the  Southern  tribes,  and  his  opportunity  for  doing  so  when 
Joliet  is  chosen  by  Frontenac  and  Talon  to  explore  the  then 
unkno\Mi  water-routes  beyond  Lake  Michigan.  Dablon  also 
praises  the  fitness  of  Joliet  for  this  imdertaking.  ^ 

Marquette  recounts  the  details  of  their  voyage,  which  begins 
May  17,  1673,  at  the  St.  Ignace  mission.  They  journey  via 
Green  Bay,  visiting  on  the  way  the  Menomonee  Indians,  who 
endeavor  to  dissuade  them  from  their  enterprise — saying  that 

1  Jacques  Marquette,  born  in  1G73,  entered  the  Jesuit  order  at  the  age 
of  seventeen.  Joining  the  Canadian  mission  in  1666,  he  was,  three  years 
later,  sent  to  the  Ottawas  at  Chequamegon,  and  in  1071  founded  the 
Mackinac  (or  St.  Ignace)  mission  to  the  Hurons.  After  his  famous 
voyage  of  discovery  and  exploration  on  the  Mississippi  river,  he  re- 
turned to  Gre^n  Bay;  a  year  later  he  founded  the  mission  to  the  Illinois 
Indians.  His  health  giving  way,  he  departed  thence  to  go  to  Mackinac; 
but  died  on  the  way  (May  18,  1675),  at  the  mouth  of  Marquette 
river,  Mich. 

On  this  voyage  Marquette  was  the  companion  of  Louis  Joliet  sent  by 
the  Canadian  authorities  to  explore  the  terra  incognita  west  of  the  Fox 
river  of  Green  Bay.  Joliet  had  been  educated  at  the  Jesuit  college  of 
Quebec;  had  explored  the  Lake  Superior  copper  region  in  1669;  and 
accompanied  St.  Lusson  when  the  latter  took  possession  (1671)  of  the 
Northwest.  Returning  from  his  Mississippi  expedition,  Joliet  lost  all 
his  papers  in  the  wreck  of  his  canoe  near  Montreal,  but  afterward  pre- 
pared other  copies  of  them,  and  of  his  noted  map,  for  the  French  gov- 
ernment. In  1679  he  made  a  voyage  to  Hudson  Bay.  In  1679-80  he  ob- 
tained grants  of  islands  (Miugan  and  Anticosti)  noted  for  their  val- 
uable fisheries;  but  he  died  (about  1700)  a  poor  man.  For  more  do- 
tailed  information  regarding  both  these  explorers,  see  Gagnon's  "Louis 
Jolliet"  {Rev.  Canadicnne,  1900-01),  Thwaites's  Father  Marquette 
(N.  Y.,  1902 J,  and  Jes.  Relations,  1,  pp.  323  -325;  for  reproductions  of 
their  maps,  Id.,  lix.,  pp.  86,  108,  154;  Marquette's  report  of  his  first  voy- 
age, and  journal  of  his  second,  are  given  in  full  in  vol.  lix. — Ed. 
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there  are  ferocious  tribes  on  the  great  river,  some  of  whom  are 
at  war  together,  who  will  kill  any  stranger;  that  horrible  mon- 
sters and  demons  will  endanger  their  lives,  etc. 

Passing  through  the  bay,  and  ascending  the  Fox  river,  they 
arrive  at  the  Mascouten  village  June  7.  Marquette  describes 
at  length  two  remarkable  plants,  the  wild  rice  and  snake-root. 
The  Frenchmen  at  once  call  the  elders,  and  ask  them  for  guides 
on  their  way,  which  is  readily  granted.  These  savages  conduct 
them  to  the  Fox- Wisconsin  portage,  whence  the  travelers  make 
their  way  alone.  On  June  17,  they  enter  the  ^lississippi, 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  'Svith  a  Joy  that  I  cannot  express."  ^Ear- 
quette  gives  a  minute  description  of  the  great  river,  the  lands 
through  which  it  passes,  and  the  fauna  of  that  region,  most  of 
which  are  strange  and  curious  to  the  Canadians.  Among  these 
animals,  he  gives  especial  attention  to  the  buffalo. 

The  voyagers  proceed  more  than  sixty  leagues  without  see- 
ing any  human  being,  until  June  25,  when  they  discover  a 
beaten  path  from  the  river  inland.  Marquette  and  Joliet  fol- 
low this,  and  reach  an  Illinois  village,  the  people  of  which  re- 
ceive them  most  ]ios})itably,  and  with  elaborate  ceromonios, 
which  are  fnlly  described.  A  chapter  is  devoted  to  an  account 
of  their  customs  and  usages.  INlarquette  praises  the  gentleness 
and  docility  of  the  Illinois  savages.  They  use  guns,  and  carry 
on  an  extensive  trade  in  slaves,  whom  they  capture  from  more 
remote  tribes.  They  raise  abundant  crops  of  Indian  corn  and 
other  vegetables.  The  calumet,  or  ceremonial  pipe,  and  the 
dance  in  honor  of  it,  are  fully  described.  One  of  these  ])ipes 
is  given  to  ^Farquette  and  his  party,  as  a  safeguard  for  their 
passage  through  the  hostile  nations  farther  (h)wn  the  river. 

After  renuiining  several  day.s  with  the  friendly  Illinois  sav- 
ages, the  explorers  resume  their  voyage.  I'hey  lind  new  and 
curious  plants,  and  agreeable  fruits.  A^ear  Alton,  Illinois,  they 
see  on  the  smooth  face  of  a  blulf  paintings  of  strange  nuuisters, 
so  frightful  in  a})pearance  that  ^'the  boldest  savagws  {\.\vo  not. 
Long  rest  their  eyes"  upon  them.  Shortly  after  passing  these 
grotesqiu)  figures,  they  narrowly  escape  being  wrecked  in  the 
swollen  and  turbid  ilood  pounMl  forth  at  the  nioiilh  of  I  ho  Mis 
souri  river.    'J'he  reports  which  they  have  already  hrjird  lituii 
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I  the  savages  regarding  this  stream  lead  them  to  suppose  that,  by 
ascending  it  far  enough,  they  might  gain  other  rivers  which 
would  furnish  the  long-sought  passage  to  the  Western  Sea.  Near 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  they  find  rich  deposits  of  iron  ore.  They 
now  begin  to  experience  the  torment  of  mosquitoes. 

Somewhat  farther  down,  they  encounter  a  band  of  savages, 
who  at  first  appear  to  be  hostile ;  they  prove,  however,  to  be  ^^as 
frightened  as  we  were,"  and  soon  become  pacified.    Again,  at 

I    the  mouth  of  St.  Francis  river,  they  are  in  danger  of  losing 

i  their  lives,  being  attacked  by  the  Mitchigameas,  who  dwell 
there.  In  this  emergency,  they  are  saved  by  displaying  the 
calumet  which  the  Illinois  gave  them.  On  the  next  day  they 
proceed  to  the  moutli  of  the  Arkansas,  where  another  tribe 
dwells.  These  savages  are  friendly,  and  warn  them  that  they 
cannot  go  farther  without  great  danger. 

At  this  point,  Marquette  and  Joliet  take  counsel  together  as 
to  their  next  proceeding.  They  are  now  well  satisfied  that  tlie 
great  river,  on  which  they  have  voyaged  more  than  a  thousand 
miles,  flows  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  If  they  advance,  they 
are  in  danger  of  imprisonment,  and  ])erhaps  deatli — thus  risk- 
ing the  loss  of  all  that  they  have  gained  from  their  long  and 
perih'>us  journey.  Accordingly,  they  begin  (July  17)  their  re- 
turn voyage;  but  this  time  they  ascend  the  Illinois  and  Des 
Plaines  rivers,  and  enter  Lake  Michigan  by  the  Chicago  river. 
They  stop  on  the  way  to  visit  a  Kaskaskia  band,  who  desire 
Marquette  to  come  again  to  instruct  them ;  also  the  Peorias, 
where  he  baptizes  a  dying  child,  which  alone  repays  the  mis- 
sionary for  his  long  and  toilsome  journey.  At  the  close  of  Sep- 
tember, they  reach  the  l)e  Perc  mission. 

Dablon  writes  (August  1,  1G74)  to  his  superior  in  France, 
giving  an  account  of  the  recent  discovery  of  the  ^lissis- 
sippi  by  Joliet  and  ]\rar(iuette,  obtained  from  reports  made 
by  the  former.  He  describes  the  extent  iind  course  of  the  great 
river,  and  numtions  the  tribes  dwelling  upon  its  shores.  The 
savages  of  that  region  appear  gentle  and  friendly.  At  the  first 
village  that  they  enter,  a  magnificent  calumet — the  pipe  of 
peace — is  presented  to  the  Frenchmen.    The  beauty  and  fer- 

I  tility  of  that  country,  the  abundance  of  game,  and  the  mildness 
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of  the  climate,  delight  the  travelers.  They  proceed  until,  as 
the  Indians  inform  them,  they  are  but  fifty  leagues  distant  from 
the  sea.  At  this  point,  fearing  that  they  may  be  detained  as 
prisoners  by  the  Spaniards,  they  conclude  to  go  back  to  Quebec, 
to  inform  the  governor,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  their  discoveries. 
They  return  to  De  Pere  (this  time  by  the  Illinois  river  route), 
and  Joliet  proceeds  to  Quebec;  but  he  has  the  misfortune  to 
wreck  his  canoe  above  Montreal,  losing  all  his  papers,  and 
barely  escaping  with  his  life. 

Dablon's  first  comment  on  this  important  voyage  is,  that  it 
opens  the  way  for  missions  to  new  tribes,  among  whom  there  is 
a  bright  prospect  for  success,  lie  also  observes  that  it  is  now 
tolerably  certain  that  the  Mississippi  discharges  into  the  Flor- 
ida sea.  This  disappoints  the  hope  of  explorers  that  the  river 
would  offer  a  passage  to  the  China  sea;  but  they  think  that,  by 
ascending  the  Missouri,  some  other  river  which  flows  westward 
may  be  reached.  The  writer — or,  more  probably,  Joliet — sug- 
gests that  a  ship-canal  might  be  cut  across  the  Chicago  portage, 
to  connect  the  Illinois  river  with  Lake  Michigan,  thus  afford- 
ing a  short  and  inland  route  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico.-^ Joliet  recommends  the  Illinois  prairies  as  suitable  for 
French  colonies.] — Jes.  Relations,  lix,  pp  14-17,  87-1 G3  ;  Iviii, 
12,  13,  93-100. 


1673-7G:     JESUIT    MISSIONS    TO    OTTAWAS    AND  WISCONSIN 

TRIBES. 

[From  the  Jesuit  Relations  of  1G73-74,  1675,  and  1G76-77.1 

[Synopsis:  At  Sault  Stc.  ^lario,  the  chapel  first  built, 
which  was  consumed  by  fire  in  1G71,  has  been  replaced  by  a 
new  and  finer  one.  This,  too,  was  in  danger  of  the  same  fate, 
in  the  s])riiig  of  "l()71--lh('  residence  of  the  I^itluu's,  \vliioli 

iThe  portage  of  the  Chicago-Des  Plaiues  route  varie-.l  in  h  ugtli  from 
one  to  nine  miles,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year.  A  canal  be- 
tween these  rivers  was  ojiened  in  18  IS.  which  is  now  replaced  by  the 
Chicago  drainage  canal;  it  is  30  miles  long,  and  extends  from  Chicago 
to  Joliet.— Ei). 


I 


I 


(i/liTANO  TKlvNTANOVlC'S  STATUE  OF  MAROUHTTIC 

Now  in  the  Capitol  at  VV^ashiimloii ;  a  n'i)li<.a,  in  bton/e,  is  at  Marquette. 
Mich.    Tlie  subjert  is  idi-al  ized ;  tlie  srnlptoi  did  not  attempt  a  poittait 
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stood  near  it,  being  burned  to  the  ground.  This  fire  results 
from  a  treacherous  attack  made  upon  some  Sioux  ambassadors 
who  had  come  to  treat  for  peace,  and  had  been  placed,  for  their 
safety,  in  the  mission-house.  J^evertheless,  the  ambassadors 
are  attacked  even  there,  by  certain  Cree  Indians  who  are  im- 
placably hostile  to  the  Sioux.  The  ambassadors  are  all  slain, 
after  having  killed  many  of  the  Crees  and  Ottawas.  During 
the  fight,  the  mission-house  is  burned,  with  all  its  contents ;  and, 
worst  of  all,  the  Fathers  see  the  door  closed  by  which  they  had 
hoped  to  enter  the  Sioux  tribes.  The  Algonkins  at  the  Sault, 
fearing  reprisals  from  the  Sioux  for  this  treacherous  murder, 
take  flight;  and  the  missionaries  are  thus  left  alone  to  face  the 
expected  enemy. 

Allouez  gives  (1674)  an  account  of  his  work  at  Green  Bay. 
"In  the  conviction  that  the  house  of  God  will  protect  them,"  the 
Illinois  tribes  are  flocking  to  that  region,  as  well  as  many  from 
the  upper  Mississippi.  "If  they  do  not  all  pray  as  yet,  they  at 
least  esteem  Prayer."  When  they  pass  the  church,  they  throw 
tobacco  all  around  it,  as  a  token  of  respect  "to  the  greatest 
divinity  of  whom  they  have  ever  heard." 

Andre  is  laboring  among  the  Menomonees  and  other  tribes 
along  the  shore  of  Green  Bay.  He  finds  the  former  invoking 
the  sun  to  send  them  success  in  fishing  for  sturgeon;  he  per- 
suades them  to  replace  the  image  of  the  sun  by  his  crucifix.  Ou 
the  next  day,  they  catch  abundance  of  fish;  this  renders  them 
surprisingly  attentive  to  his  instructions.  ,  He  baptizes  many 
children,  and  two  sick  men.  At  another  of  these  outlying  sta- 
tions, the  young  men  are  taught  the  folly  of  invoking  the  devil, 
by  the  failure  of  an  expedition  on  whi(!h  thoy  set  out  against 
the  Sioux;  they  then  are  willing  to  have  recourso  to  tho  true 
God.  Andre's  efforts  are  also  aided  hy  the  cure  of  i\  sick  man 
through  baptism.  His  people  go  in  NovcmlHU-  to  the  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan,  but  he  is  unnble  to  follow  them.  He  falls  ill. 
and  is  obliged  to  remain  alone  at  the  ^[(Mioniinee  vlvcv  during 
six  weeks,  suffering  from  the  cold  and  his  sickness,  and  exposed 
to  possible  attack  from  enemies;  but  his  confidence  in  God,  ami 
his  expectation  of  the  coming  of  some  Illinois  bands  in  Janu- 
ary, sustain  him  amid  these  hardships.] — Jcs.  Rclalions,  iviii, 
pp.  17-18,  255-281). 
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[Synopsis:  In  1675,  Dablon  sends  to  his  provincial  an  ac- 
connt  of  "the  present  condition  of  the  missions  in  New  France." 
It  begins  with  a  brief  survey  of  the  Ottawa  mission,  followed 
by  an  account  of  Marquette^s  last  voyage  and  death. 

At  Sault  Ste.  ]\[arie,  with  its  dependent  missions  on  the 
islands  and  northern  shore  of  Lake  Huron,  over  one  hundred 
and.  twenty  persons  have  been  baptized,  "notwithstanding  all 
the  opposition  that  the  devil  raises  up  against  the  Gospel  by 
various  superstitions'^ — to  oppose  which  the  missionaries  have 
more  than  once  risked  their  lives.  At  St.  Ignace  (Marcpiette's 
post),  the  new  chapel  built  last  year  was,  at  its  opening,  "con- 
secrated by  sixty-six  baptisms,"  administered  to  Ilurons  and 
Algonkins  wlio  have  settled  there.  At  I)e  Pere,  Andre  has,  by 
mingled  patience  and  firmness,  conquered  tlie  minds,  "most 
ferocious  and  superstitious,"  of  the  savages  in  that  region.  He 
has  formed  "a  church  of  four  or  five  Imndred  Cliristians ;"  and 
has  baptized  a  hundred  and  forty  persons  during  the  past  year. 
Among  the  Central  Wisconsin  tribes  Allouez  has  baptized  a 
hundred  and  sixty.  The  Mascouten  village  has  been  increased, 
by  refugees  from  many  tribes,  to  a  ])opulation  of  20,000  souls — 
a  parish  too  largo  for  Allouez,  who  is  now  aided  by  Silvy.^ 
Letters  from  the  former  give  some  account  of  his  work  tliere. 
As  usual,  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  missionaries  is  the 
blind  adherence  of  the  savages  to  their  superstitions,  especially 
where  dreams  are  concerned.] — Jes.  Relations,  lix,  pj).  GO,  71, 
217-235. 


[Synopsis:  The  Ottawa  missions  (1G70)  have  "witliin  a 
year  Given  to  tlie  dmrcli  807  persons.  Of  all  tliat 

number,  not  mon^  (li:in  (50  are  adults.  The  ivmainder  m1(^  cliil- 
dren,  most  of  whom  hav(;  goiie  to  Heaven  since  l)aptism.''  Ex- 
tracts from  the  missionaric^s'  letters  are  given.  Allomv.  writes 
from  tlie  De  Pere  mission  (Miiy  2(5,  1(57(5)  (h;U  he  h;is  spiMit 

lAntoinc  Silvy  came  tc  Canada  in  1073,  and  spent  bis  lifo  in  tho 
missions.  During  1G74-78  he  was  a  laborer  in  tlio  Ottawa  missions, 
aiding  Allo\iez  in  Wisconsin  during  the  hist  two  years  of  that  pe- 
riod.— Ed. 
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the  preceding  year  in  itinerant  missions  among  the  tribes  in 
Central  Wisconsin.  From  the  Outagamies  he  expects  much, 
for  they  have  been  sorely  afflicted  of  late,  by  war,  famine,  and 
sickness.  A  letter  from  Andre,  dated  April  20,  1676,  gives 
some  account  of  the  De  Pere  mission.  His  stations  are  scat- 
tered around  Green  Bay,  ten  to  fifteen  leagues  apart;  ^^this 
compels  me  To  Be  always  in  the  Field."  He  has  on  this  bay 
''from  4  to  500  Christians."    He  has  secured  forty-live  bap- 


tisms, but  has  had  to  endure  much  at  the  hands  of  the  infidels.  f 

One  of  these  burns  Andre's  house:  ''he  did  so  perhaps  to  allay  ^ 

the  sorrow  that  he  felt  for  the  death  of  his  two  children,  who  .  j 

v/ere  killed  some  time  ago  by  a  savage.''    The  Father  mentions  [\ 

various  journeys  which  he  has  made  among  the  scattered  tribes,  -j 

baptizing  some  children  or  old  men  at  each  camp ;  the  devil  tries  'ii 


"to  revenge  himself  for  the  prey  that  I  Snatched  from  him 
through  these  Baptisms.'^  Among  the  Winnebago  Indians 
Andre  finds  others,  who  speak  their  language,  are  neutral  in  the 
war  between  them  and  the  Sioux,  and  belong  to  the  lowas,  200 
leagues  westward  from  Green  Bay.  A  postscript  by  Dablon 
summarizes  Andre's  observations  on  the  apparent  tides  in  Green 
Bay. 

Silvy  has  gone  to  the  !Mascouten  village,  to  aid  Allouez  in  that 
great  field.    He  finds  (April  6,  1676)  among  them  thirty-six 
adult  Christians  and  126  baptized  children.    The  savages,  both  jj 
Christian  and  pagan,  throng  to  his  chapel.    He  details  the  |j 
pious  behavior  of  one  of  the  Christians,  who,  at  the  elevation  j. 
of  the  host,  feels  such  awe  and  veneration  that  he  "suddenly  fell  * 
into  such  convulsions  that  he  seemed  like  one  possessed." 

From  St.  Ignace  mission,  Pierson  writes  (April  25,  1676)  in 
highly  encouraging  terms.  He  has  baptized  forty-seven  adults, 
a  number  greater  thnn  that  of  the  children;  and  his  Huron  ' 
church  is  steadily  growing  in  faith  and  devotion,  as  well  as  in 
numbers.  The  medicine-men  have  kept  the  promise  given  by 
them  two  years  ago,  to  abandon  their  juggleri(\s  and  supersti- 
tions. The  Irocjuois  are  endeavoring  to  gain  the  good  will  of 
the  llurons;  but  the  Jesuits  fear  that  this  is  but  a  ])retext  to 
lure  the  Hurons  to  the  Iroquois  country,  wliich  won  hi  niln  the 
St.  Ignace  mission.    The  other  Fathers  who  lal)or  on  ov  near 
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Lake  Huron  also  report  many  baptisms,  mainly  of  children.]  — 
Jes.  Relations,  \x,  pp.  18,  19,  197-213. 


1676-77:    ALLOUEZ  BEGINS  THE   ILLINOIS  MISSION. 

[The  mission  to  the  Illinois  tribes,  which  was  founded  by  Marquette, 
was  continued  by  Allouez  (1676-77).  His  journal  of  the  voyage  thither 
is  given  in  Jes.  Relations,  Ix.  The  original  MS.,  written  by  him, 
rests  in  the  archives  of  St.  Mary's  (Jesuit)  College,  Montreal.] 

[Synopsis:  A  voyage  to  the  Illinois  mission,  which  was  be- 
gun by  the  late  Father  Marquette,  is  made  by  his  successor,  the 
veteran  Allouez.  His  report  of  this  journey,  prefaced  by  a 
short  note  by  Dablon,  is  here  given. 

He  sets  out  from  De  Pere  near  the  end  of  October,  1676,  with 
two  men.  They  intend  to  winter  with  the  Illinois,  but  cold 
weather  overtakes  them  earlier  than  usual,  and  they  are  obliged 
to  remain  among  the  Pottawattomie  Indians  near  Green  Bay 
until  February.  The  ice  is  then  strong  enough  to  bear  their 
canoe,  upon  which  they  rig  a  sail,  and  thus  have  an  ice-boat 
which  is  propelled  by  the  wind ;  when  the  wind  fails,  they  haul 
the  canoe  by  ropes.  March  29,  they  embark  on  Lake  ]\riGhigan, 
which  they  have  reached  via  the  Sturgeon  Bay  portage.  After 
voyaging  seventy-six  leagues  along  the  lake-shore,  they  reach 
Chicago  river,  where  they  are  cordially  welcomed  by  the  In- 
dians who  dwell  there.  Finally,  on  April  27,  they  reach  the 
great  Illinois  village  of  Kaskaskia.^  This  place  now  has  people 
from  eight  different  tribes,  and  contains  J>51  cabins.  Allouez 
briefly  mentions  the  customs  of  these  people,  and  the  natural 
products  of  the  country.  He  at  once  begiius  to  instnict  tlieui, 
in  the  very  cabin  where  Marquette  had  lodged;  **T  could  not 
have  desired  a  larger  audience,  or  closer  attention.'-  The 
Father  baptizes  thirty-five  children  and  a  sick  man;  he  erects 
a  great  cross  in  the  village,  which  is  adored  by  even  the  chil- 

1  This  village  was  not  located  at  the  place  afterward  called  Kaskaskla, 
but  near  the  present  village  of  Utica,  In  La  Salle  county,  III.  Tho 
tribe  migrated  to  the  present  KasUasUia  in  1700  (see  Jes.  ndaUons, 
Ixv,  p.  101).— El). 
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dren ;  and  he  sees  there  a  bright  prospect  of  success  for  the  faith. 
A  rurnor  that  the  Iroquois  intend  to  make  war  upon  the  Illinois 
leads  him  to  dread  that  ^'beginnings  so  glorious  may  be  entirely 
destroyed/^  A  postscript  by  Dablon  states  that  the  expected 
Iroquois  raid  had  taken  place,  but  had  been  repelled  by  the  Illi- 
nois. He  dreads  the  result  of  this  upon  the  mission  just  be- 
gun.]— Jes.  Relations,  Ix,  pp.  IG,  17,  119-167. 


1677-79:    JESUIT   MISSIONS  TO   OTTAWAS   AND  WISCONSIN 

TRIBES. 

[From  the  Jesuit  Relations  of  1677-78  and  1679.] 

[Synopsis:  The  Fathers  in  the  Ottawa  missions  send 
(1678)  favorable  reports.  At  Mackinac,  ±s^ouvel  has  the  caro 
of  the  Kiskakons ;  their  chiefs  and  leading  elders  are  baptized^ 
and  most  of  the  people  are  living  as  Christians.  Pierson  is  also 
doing  good  work  among  the  Ilurons  of  that  locality;  and  Baillo- 
quet  is  an  itinerant  among  the  tribes  scattered  along  the  north 
shore  of  Lake  Huron,  where  'S)ppoi*t unities  for  practicing 
patience  and  charity  have  not  failed  us.'^  At  Sault  Ste.  ]\larie, 
Druillettes  is  in  charge;  '^broken  down  by  age,  and  worn  out  by 
past  fatigues  and  many  infirmities,"  he  yet  ''labors  with  almost 
unparalleled  energy.'' 

Good  news  also  comes  from  Wisconsin.  Albanel,  superior 
at  De  Pere,  states  that  his  chapel  there  is  a  centre  for  the  sav- 
ages of  all  that  region.  Andre,  Silvy,  and  Allouez  report 
numerous  baptisms;  and,  although  they  have  boiMi  ill-tnnitod  by 
the  infidels,  ''all  that  is  to  them  a  cause  for  joy  and  triiimpli." 

St.  Ignace  is  now  (1G7D)  an  important  station,  l)eing  a  centre 
for  four  distinct  missions:  those  to  the  Ottawas  and  the  Kurona 
at  Mackinac,  the  tril)es  at  the  upper  end  of  Lake  Huron,  and 
the  savages  dwelling  at  Lake  Nipissing.  Pailloquet  is  in  charge 
of  the  last  two,  and  has  for  two  years  been  aided  by  Ponueault; 
extracts  from  their  letters  are  given.  The  two  missions  at  St. 
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Ignace,  in  charge  of  iSTouvel  and  Pierson,  are  reported  by  En- 
jalran^  who  has  been  aiding  those  Fathers.-^ 

lie  wamily  eulogizes  the  patience,  love,  and  zeal  of  his  col- 
leagues. The  Ilurons  and  Ottawas  there  comprise,  in  all, 
about  1,800  souls.  Enjalran  relates  at  length  the  pious  usages 
and  rule  of  this  Christian  community,  and  their  observance  of 
the  principal  church  feasts.  He  praises  their  charity  to  one 
another,  as  well  as  their  devotion  in  church  services.  The  two 
nations  live  side  b}^  side,  in  Christian  affection,  often  uniting 
in  their  celebration  of  notable  feast-days.  The  Algonkins  are 
so  fervent  that  many  of  them  pray  all  day  long,  and  would,  if 
permitted,  continue  this  pious  exercise  far  into  the  night.  The 
baptisms  among  them  during  the  winter  count  nearly  140, 
twenty  of  whom  are  adults.  The  Iviskakon  band,  who  had  been 
converted  (about  1GG9)  by  the  long  and  patient  labors  of 
Allouez  and  Marquette,  are  especially  zealous;  their  chiefs  and 
most  of  their  old  men  are  baptized,  and  ''Continually  exhort 
the  young  people  to  make  profession  of  Christianity."  A  large 
cross  is  erected  in  their  village,  and  adorned  by  a  zealous  con- 
vei-t  with  a  lance  and  sponge.  The  devil  persuades  some  of  the 
infidels  that  this  lance  "signifies  that  the  Iroquois  are  soon  to 
cause  us  to  perish,  and  that  Jesus  is  about  to  deliver  us  into  the 
hands  of  our  enemies.''  They  also  inform  the  Fathers  that  their 
enemies,  the  Sioux,  crucify  their  ])risoners  of  war;  accordingly, 
these  Algonkins  regard  the  cross  with  dislike.  The  Jesuits  are, 
hoAvever,  able  to  win  their  minds  from  this  prejudice.  Some 
unbelievers  insult  the  cross;  but  prum])t  and  full  reparation  is 

1  Jean  Enjalran  was  superior  of  the  Jesuit  missions  in  the  North- 
west during  1G81-88.  He  then  returned  to  France;  but  it  is  known 
that  he  was  again  in  Canada,  during  1701-02.  Pierre  BalUoquet  was, 
during  1G73-79,  a  missionary  among  the  Algonkln  tribes  northrnst  of 
Lake  Huron;  he  then  spent  a  few  yeais  at  Sault  Sto.  Marie  and  Mich- 
illimackinac,  with  the  Ottawas  there  resident.  Andr6  Bonneault  in 
1677  came  to  Michillimackinac,  and  in  the  following  year  rephiced 
Silvy  in  Central  Wisconsin;  he  returned  to  France  in  1679.  Philippe 
Pierson  came  to  Canada  in  1666;  after  ministering  to  the  savages  at 
Laprairie  and  Sillery,  he  was  sent  to  the  Huron  mission  at  Miohilli- 
mackinac  (1673),  where  he  labored  during  ton  years.  He  died  at 
Quebec  in  1688  — En. 
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made  by  all  the  tribes,  and,  in  the  end,  the  true  faith  is  more 
honored  than  ever. 

In  E'orthern  Wisconsin,  the  missions  are  accomplishing  much 
good;  but  the  Fathers  have  to  contend  most  of  all  against  the 
inveterate  superstition  and  idolatry  of  the  savages.  Neverthe- 
less, the  latter  frequent  the  De  Pere  chapel,  and  venerate  it  as 
they  do  their  idols — offering  it  tobacco,  and  addressing  it  "as 
if  it  were  a  living  Thing.''  Albanel  is  now  in  charge  there; 
Andre  continues  his  labors  among  the  tribes  about  Green  Bay, 
whose  savage  traits  have  been  greatly  subdued  by  his  patience, 
courage,  and  devotion.  He  now  "counts  more  than  500  Chris- 
tians on  the  whole  bay."  Allouez  and  Silvy  have  ministered 
in  the  Outagamie  and  Mascouten  villages,  Avhich,  including  the 
refugees  from  other  tribes,  number  at  least  20,000  souls.  They 
have  baptized  some  500  persons,  many  of  whom  have  been 
healed  by  that  rite.] — Jes.  Relations,  Ixi,  10-13,  69-73,  95- 
157. 


1681-83:   FUR  TRADE;  WISCONSIN  INDIANS  ATONE  TO  JESUITS 
FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  THEIR  SERVANTS. 

[From  La  Potherie.] 

As  fast  as  the  new  Nations  were  discovered,  efforts  were  made 
to  introduce  among  them  the  Gospel.  ^lonsieur  de  la  Sale 
had  with  him  some  Recolet  Fathers.  Having  found  his  people, 
who  had  gone  to  live  among  the  Islinois,  he  established  liimself 
npon  a  steep  rock,  which  was  accessible  only  by  a  narrow  foot- 
path ;  and  the  Islinois  retired  to  a.  valley  at  the  foot  of  the  rock. 
The  Miamis,  the  Maskoutechs,  and  the  Kikabous  abandoned 
their  Village  at  his  arrival,  because  the  men  who  sensed  those 
Religious  had  been  assassinated;  and  they  established  tliiMu- 
selves  thirty  leagues  from  there,  on  the  river  St.  Josepli.^  The 

iLa  Potherie  apparently  refers  to  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  not  to  the 
Recollets,  when  he  says  "those  Religious;"  for  in  the  caption  of  the 
chapter  (as  above)  he  states  that  it  was  the  Jesuits  whose  servants 
had  been  slain.    At  this  time  (1682),  Allouez  was  laboring  among 
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Peace  that  had  just  been  conchided  with  the  Iroquois  seemed 
to  shield  theui  from  all  difficulties  tliat  might  arise  for  them ; 
and  the  presents  that  they  had  g-iven  to  the  Iroquois  deputies 
were  a  sort  of  pledge  of  the  allumce  that  they  had  contracted. 
About  this  time^  the  Court  revoked  the  Conges;  these  were  a 
score  of  Permissions  which  His  ^lajesty  had  granted  to  the 
Families  of  the  poorer  Gentlemen  to  go  trading  among  the 
Outaouaks,  and  which  the  Governor-general  distributed  to  the 
persons  whom  he  thought  most  in  need  of  them.  A  Conge  was, 
then,  a  Permission  to  take  into  the  Outaouak  country,  a  Canoe 
with  eight  men,  loaded  with  merchandise.  Those  who  did  noi 
care  to  go  up  thither  would  sell  their  Conges  for  a  sum  varying 
from  eight  to  twelve  hundred  francs.  The  ljuyer  would  choose 
three  Voyageurs,  to  whom  he  gave  a  thousand  ecus'  worth  of 
goods,  which  he  rated  high;  these  goods  would  produce  about 
twelve  thousand  francs'  profit.  The  Owner  of  tlie  Conge  had 
the  half  of  this  j^rofit,  besides  his  principal;  and  the  Voyageurs 
shared  the  rest.  Those  people  usually  resorted  to  Micbilimak- 
inak,  or  else  went  among  those  N^ations  who,  they  believed,  had 
most  Peltries.  So  manj  abuses  crept  in  with  all  these  favors 
from  the  Prince  that  persons  who  were  entitled  to  but  one  year 
extended  that  term,  and  others  went  thither  as  they  would.  As 
a  result.  Beaver-pelts  became  so  abundant  that  the  Farmers  of 
the  West  could  with  difficulty  find  sale  for  them  in  France,  or 
a  market  in  foreign  countries.  On  the  other  hand,  ]\ronsieur 
de  la  Sale,  seeing  his  projects  thwarted  by  the  disorderly  com- 
merce which  some  unauthorized  Frenchmen  were  coming  int^) 
those  quarters  to  carry  on,  ordered  his  men  to  plunder  them; 
and,  at  an  Assemblage  of  the  Savages  convened  by  him,  he 
begged  them  not  to  trade  with  any  one  who  was  not  ])rovide(l 
with  ono  of  the  Commissions  issued  l»y  him.  I  To  took  this 
action  because  the  trade  which  he  :»arried  on  was  rciillv  the 
means  of  maintaining  those  ])eoples,  and  In^cause  he  ciuild  n.>t 
succeed  in  his  discoveries  if  he  did  not  attach  them  to  hinisidf. 

these  Miamis.  La  Salle's  establishment  was  that  known  as  Fort  St. 
Louis,  built  on  "Starved  Rock,"  a  lofty  height  near  the  present  Utlca, 
111— Ei). 

Un  1660.— L\  PoTHERiE. 
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He  took  all  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  the  abuses  which 

niiglit  be  occasioned  hy  the  orders  Avliich  he  liad  given;  but  they 

were  nevertheless  certain  to  occur;  for  the  Savages,  extending 

their  range  up  to  the  places  where  Trade  was  free,  plundered 

all,  indifferently,  whom  they  found  roving  in  those  quarters. 
*  -X-  *  -x-  *  -X-  * 

The  JSFations  at  Baye  des  Puants  no  longer  dared  to  go  down  to 
Montreal  after  the  Missionaries'  servants  had  been  assassinated 
upon  their  lands;  for  they  were  persuaded  that  our  customs 
must  be  like  their  own,  which  allow  them  to  avenge  a  death  not 
only  upon  the  evil-doer,  but  also  upon  his  nearest  Relatives,  his 
Friends,  or  his  neighbors.  Some  of  the  more  courageous  among 
them  exposed  themselves  to  this  danger;  but,  seeing  that  the 
murders  that  they  had  committed  on  every  side  were  left  un- 
punished, they  conceived  a  contempt  for  our  Nation,  and  con- 
tinued to  plunder  and  massacre  all  stragglers  Avhom  they  found. 

A  contagious  malady  suddenly  appeared  at  the  Bay,  which 
cauesd  great  mortality.  This  scourge  afHicted  them  to  the  ut- 
most degree ;  those  who  recovered  from  it  often  found  them- 
selves greatly  enfeebled,  especially  the  young  men.  In  the 
midst  of  this  affliction,  our  JVfissionaries  found  themselves  in 
great  danger;  for,  since  the  Savages  are  extremely  supersti- 
tious, they  imagined  that  the  Fathers  had  cast  upon  them  some 
spell  of  witchcraft,  in  order  to  avenge  the  death  of  their  people 
Avho  had  been  assassinated.  The  Missionaries  narrowly  es- 
caped the  burning  of  their  houses  and  Churches,  and  a  like  fate 
for  themselves.  A  ( 'hief,  wlio  had  heard  some  one  say  that  they 
ought  to  get  rid  of  these  Religious,  came  to  live  near  them,  in 
order  to  ward  off  attacks  upon  them.  A  Frenchman  who  had 
considerable  ascendancy  over  the  minds  of  those  Peo]des^  told 
them  that  the  Fathers  were  incapable  of  fending  a  n^sentment 
Avhich  could  extend  to  vengeance;  that  they  bore  the  word  of  the 
Spirit  who  made  all  things,  and  who  forbids  vengeance.  lie 
told  tliom  that  the  Fathers  einph^yed  no  spell  to  make  men  die; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  strove  to  mollify  and  appeav^e  that 
spirit  when  he  corrected  them;  but  that  their  crimes  and  in- 

1  Evidently  a  reference  to  Nicolas  Perrot. — Ed. 
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iquities  alone  could  be  the  cause  of  tliis  chastisement,  which 
would  cease  if  they  were  willing  to  believe  on  the  Spirit  and  l)e- 
long  to  the  prayer  (it  is  thus  that  tliey  name  the  assembly  of  the 
Christians).  This  Frenchman,  who  was  veiy  adroit,  appeased 
the  Savages ;  he  went  from  cabin  to  cabin  to  soothe  their  irri- 
tated minds,  and  found  only  affliction  and  misery  on  every  side. 
He  made  them  assemble  in  the  cabin  of  a  Chief,  where  he 
sevei-ely  reproached  them  for  the  assassination  that  had  been 
committed  on  the  Frenchmen,  and  at  the  same  time  demanded 
from  them  full  satisfaction  therefor.  They  defended  them- 
selves from  the  charge  of  such  perfidy ;  and,  after  many  explana- 
tions on  both  sides,  they  declared  that  the  Malhominis  were  the 
Authors  of  the  crime.  They  promised  that,  since  the  latter 
were  their  neighbors,  they  would  invite  them  to  be  present,  with 
themselves,  at  the  nearest  Jesuit  church  to  make  atonement  to 
those  dead  men.  During  the  past  Avinter  an  interview  occurred 
between  the  Outagamis,  accompanied  by  the  Loups,^  and  the 
Sauters  and  l^adouaissioux ;  an  Outa^i,nmi  Chief  had  been  one 
of  the  thirty  young  Warriors  who  carried  away  twelve  women, 
and  children  from  the  Sauteurs.  ISTews  of  this  was  at  once  cai*- 
ried  to  the  Bay.  The  Commandant  at  Michilimakinak  sent 
some  Frenchmen  to  ask  the  Outaganus  to  send  back  to  him  an 
Outaouak  girl  and  a  Sokoki"  woman,  but  to  retain  the  women 
of  the  Sauteurs  until  the  latter  should  restore  some  children 
of  the  Outagamis  whom  they  had  kept  for  some  years.  A  Sau- 
teur  Chief  who  was  present  at  this  Parley  was  deeply  offended 
at  the  Outagamis  when  they  refused  to  restore  their  prisoners. 
The  Frenchmen  on  their  march  encountered  two  of  their  com- 
rades, whom  the  Outagamis  had  tried  to  kill,  who  had  saved 
their  lives  by  swimming  a  large  river.  When  they  arrivi'd  at 
the  Outagami  village,  they  called  an  assembly  of  the  people. 
The  most  prominent  among  the  Frenclimen  delivered  to  them 
a  speech,  in  nearly  these  words:    ''Listen,  Outagamis,  !<>  what 

iLoups:  the  French  appellation  of  the  Wolf  clan  of  the  Mohogans  — 
Algonquian  tribes  who  were  located  mainly  in  the  valleys  of  the  Hud- 
son and  Connecticut  rivers. — En. 

'^Sokosis:  an  Abenaki  tribe,  settled  along  the  Saco  river  in  Maine; 
they  finally  migrated  to  Canada. — Ed. 
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I  am  goin^  to  sa.j.^  I  have  learned  that  you  are  very  anxious 
to  eat  the  flesh  of  the  French;  I  have  come  with  these  young 
men  whom  you  see,  in  order  to  satisfy  you.  Put  us  into  your 
kettles,  and  satiate  yourselves  with  the  flesh  that  you  have 
wanted.''  Then,  drawing  his  sword  from  the  scabbard,  he 
bared  to  their  sight  his  chest.  ^'My  flesh,"  he  continued,  ^'is 
white  and  savory,  but  it  is  quite  salt;  if  you  eat  it,  I  do  not 
think  that  you  can  swallow  it  without  vomiting.''  The  head 
war-Chief  immediately  replied:  ''Wiiat  Son  will  eat  his  own 
Father,  from  wliom  he  has  received  life  ?  Thou  hast  given  us 
birth,  since  thou  has  brought  us  the  first  Iron;  and  yet  thou 
tellest  us  to  eat  thee."  The  Frenchman  replied  to  him: 
^'Thou  art  right  in  telling  me  that  I  have  given  thee  birth ;  for 
when  I  came  to  thy  village  you  all  were  in  wretchedness — as  it 
were,  people  who  know  not  where  to  settle,  and  who  spring  from 
the  lowest  depths  of  the  earth.  But  now,  how  peacefully  you 
live,  and  how  you  enjoy  the  light  that  I  have  obtained  for  you ! 
But  you  are  trying  to  disturb  the  land,  to  kill  the  Sauteurs,  and 
to  reduce  to  subjection  those  whom  I  adopted  before  I  did  you. 
'Now  vomit  up  your  prey ;  give  me  back  my  body,  which  you 
wish  to  put  in  your  kettle;  and  fear  lest  the  fumes  which 
would  arise  if  you  should  cook  it  might  form  vapors  that  would 
become  storm-clouds,  extending  over  your  village.  In  one 
moment,  it  would  be  consumed  by  the  flames  and  lightnings  that 
would  issue  from  that  cloud ;  and  these  would  be  followed  bv  a 
hailstorm  which  would  fall  upon  your  families,  so  violently  that 
not  one  would  find  shelter  from  it.  You  forget  that  your 
ancestors  and  yourselves  have  been  vagabonds  until  now;  are 
you  weary  of  living  in  comfoi't?  Vomit  forth  your  anger;  and 
believe  in  your  father,  who  will  not  abandon  you  unless  you 
compel  him  to  do  so.  Listen  to  my  words,  and  I  will  siMlle  tlic 
bad  scrape  that  you  have  got  into  with  the  Sauteurs."  i^otliiug 
more  was  needed  to  gain  for  him  the  prisoners  whom  he  dc^sircd. 
'J'he  arrival  of  the  two  Girls  at  ^1  ichilimakinak  immediately 
quieted  the  Outaouaks,  who  were  preparing  to  go  to  war  against 
the  Outagamis,  for  news  had  been  brouiilit  to  them  that  the  lat- 
ter had  slain  1  he  C» iris. 

iln  1G83.— La.  PoTHEiiiK. 
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Savages  from  all  the  villages  of  the  Bay  arrived,  according 
to  their  promise,  at  the  house  of  the  Jesuits,  in  order  to  make 
atonement  to  the  latter  for  the  death  of  their  men.  As  the 
affair  had  been  a  notorious  one,  they  were  at  once  taken  into 
the  Church,^  where  the  Superior  gave  them  an  exhortation, 
praised  their  excellent  intention,  which  God  would  bless,  and 
had  them  offer  some  Prayers.  Going  from  that  place,  they 
entered  a  room  where  sat  the  French  commandant  with  several 
other  persons ;  on  this  occasion  it  was  necessary  to  conform  to 
the  procedure  of  the  Savages,  who  spread  over  the  dead  the 
presents  which  they  make  to  those  who  are  the  parties  concerned. 
They  laid  on  the  floor,  accordingly,  four  packages  of  beaver- 
skins  and  two  Porcelain  Collars,  to  efface  the  resentment  that 
our  people  might  feel  at  the  assassination  which  they  had  com- 
mitted at  the  French  house.  The  latter  were  much  piqued  over 
a  point  of  honor,  and  claimed  that  that  number  of  Beaver-skins 
was  not  sufficient  to  wipe  away  their  tears.  The  Jesuits  paid 
very  little  attention  to  all  these  presents;  they  felt  constrained 
to  exact  public  satisfaction  from  those  people  only  that  they 
might  maintain  them  in  the  spirt  of  religion.  Their  only  oc- 
cupation was  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  House  of  God. 
*  *  *  The  Savages  readily  agreed  that  their  present  was 
an  insufficient  one,  but  thought  that  we  ought  to  consider  their 
troubles,  as  the  sickness  prevalent  among  them  had  not  allowed 
them  to  go  hunting;  and  claimed  that  they  would  make  satis- 
faction in  the  following  Spring,  in  a  more  acceptable  manner. 

At  that  time,  a  Saki  hung  up  a  war  Kettle,  but  without 
the  consent  of  all  the  Chiefs  of  his  tribe;  and  some  of  his  band 
entered  the  cabin  of  a  Frenchman,  who  was  lying  on  his  bed. 
Suspecting  that  they  had  come  to  say  farewell  to  him,  he  pre- 
tended to  snore;  the  others  waited  the  moniont  when  he  should 
awake.  The  Frenchman,  suddenly  opening  his  eyes  as  docs 
a  man  who  awakes  from  a  heavy  slumber,  said  aloud  in  the 
Saki  tong-ue:  ''The  Sakis  who  are  going  to  war  will  be  de- 
feated,"   The  warriors  asked  what  had  given  liini  iIimI  idea. 

3  This  refers  to  the  church  at  Alltauez's  Fox  river  mission  (at  the 
present  De  Pere) ;  it  was  built  in  1672  or  1673  (Jcs.  Kehitions,  Ivli. 
p.  209).— Ed. 


1682]  FRENCH  REGIME  IN  WISCONSIN.  IO5 

He  told  them  that  he  had  that  moment  dreamed  that  he  saw, 
on  the  plains  jSTorth  of  the  Mississippi,  beyond  the  village  of 
the  Sionx,  a  camp  of  IN^adouaissionx,  Avhere  there  was  a  lighted 
fire  and  a  great  troop  of  black  dogs.  Some  white  dogs,  hap- 
pening to  meet  them,  were  attacked  and  devoured  by  the  black 
ones — except  the  largest  one,  who  held  out  imtil  the  last,  bnt 
was  quite  worn  out.  He  himself  had  tried  to  snatch  this  vic^ 
tim  from  their  jaws,  but  all  the  black  dogs  had  leaped  upon 
him  to  devour  him ;  and  the  fear  of  actually  meeting  that 
fate  had  caused  him  to  awake,  with  the  startled  manner  that 
they  had  just  noticed.  This  fiction  had  more  effect  than  had 
all  the  solicitations  of  those  Chiefs,  who  could  not  obviate 
the  results  of  this  expedient,  so  ill-timed  for  their  plans;  for 
those  young  warriors  proceeded  to  relate  the  danger  of  tlie 
Frenchman,  the  meaning  of  which  they  interpreted  by  rep- 
resenting the  i^adouaissioux  as  the  black  dogs,  and  the  Sakis 
as  the  white  ones.  They  did  not  fail  to  conclude  that  tlie 
Spirit  had  aided  the  Frenchman  in  this  emergency,  in  order 
to  turn  them  aside  from  an  enterprise  which  v/ould  without 
doubt  have  been  fatal  to  them. — La  Potherie's  Amer.  Septent?^ 
onale,  ii,  pp.  141-157. 


1682:     DESCRIPTION   OF   WISCONSIN   RIVERS;  ACCUSATIONS 
AGAINST  DU  LUTH. 

[From  a  letter  by  La  Salle,  in  Margry's  Ddcouvertes  et  (tabUssemcnts 
(ICS  Frani-ais  1G14-1754  (Paris,  1876-85),  ii,  pp.  249-254.] 

Following  the  windings  of  the  [Nfississippi,  wo  come  to  tho 
river  Ouisconsing,  iMisconsing,  or  ^Mcschctz  ()(k'ba,  which  is 
l>etween  the  bay  of  tlie  Puans  and  the  Great  TJiver.  Tt  flows 
at  first  from  north  to  south  to  al>out  the  4r)th  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  then  turns  to  the  west  and  west-south-west,  and, 
after  flowing  sixty  leagues,  it  falls  into  the  ^[ississippi.  Tt 
is  nearly  as  wide  as  that  (^f  tlie  Islinois,  uavi<:abh'  \o  thai  hvud 
(a»jd  ])erhaps  below  it)  where  llie  canoes  arc  poUagcd  across 
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an  oak  grove  and  a  flooded  meadow  to  reach  the  Kakaling  river/ 
which  falls  into  the  bay  of  the  Puans.  Misconsing  flows 
between  two  ranges  of  hills  which  widen  out  from  one  another 
at  times,  leaving  between  them  quite  large  meadows  and  lands 
without  trees,  sandy  and  of  but  little  fertility.  At  other  places 
the  level  land  betAveen  the  hills  and  the  river  is  lower,  and 
swampy  in  some  spots;  and  then  it  is  covered  with  timber, 
and  flooded  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river.  The  mountains 
gradually  diminish  as  the  river  is  ascended;  and  finally,  about 
three  leagues  from  the  portage,  the  land  Ix^comes  level  and 
swampy,  without  trees  on  the  side  of  the  portage,  but  covered 
with  pines  on  the  other  side.  The  place  where  the  canoes 
are  carried  over  is  marked  by  a  tree,  on  which  two  canoes 
have  been  clumsily  drawn  by  the  Savages.  At  a  distance  of 
about  half  a  league  from  this  spot  is  the  river  Kakaliug,  which 
is  only  a  stream  with  its  source  in  the  swamp,  through  which 
it  winds  a  great  deal,  and  forms  small  lakes  by  frequently 
widening  and  narrowing.  The  route  continues  about  forty 
leagues  down  this  river,  following  its  windings,  and  then  the 
village  of  the  Outagamis  is  reached,  half  a  league  from  the 
river  on  the  north  side.  Before  reaching  that  jilacc,  the  river 
flows  into  a  lake  about  eight  leagues  long  and  three  leagues 
wide;  and  about  two  leagues  beyond  the  village  are  what  are 
called  the  Kakaling  rapids.  Tliey  are  difficult  to  descend, 
owing  to  the  swiftness  of  the  water,  the  quantity  of  rocks 
against  which  it  strikes,  and  three  falls  where  the  canoes  and 
their  cargoes  have  to  be  portaged ;  they  are  six  leagues  in  l(>ngth. 
At  tlie  mouth  of  this  river,  where  it  falls  into  the  bay  of 
the  Puans,  is  a  house  belonging  to  the  Jesuits, — wlio  really 
hold  the  key  to  the  country  of  Castoria  [Beaver  land], — where 
a  lay  brother  that  they  have,  who  is  a  blacksmith,  with  two 
companions  converts  more  iron  inio  boavoi'-skins  than  the 
Fathers  convert  Savages  into  Christians. 

About  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  h>aguos  to  (he  north  and 
northwest  of  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisconsing -  when^  ihiMC  is 

lA  reference  to  Fox  riv(M-.  Tl\e  name  Kiikaling  was  nsuaUy  re- 
stricted to  the  rapids  and  porUi^e  at  the  present  KauUauna  (.the  nunio 
of  which  is  hut  u  corruption  of  Kakaling). — En. 
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also  a  rock  on  the  south  side,  and  a  fine  meadow  on  the  north, 
near  three  fine  basins  or  coves  of  still  water — is  the  E-iviere 
ISToire  [Black  river],  called  Chabadeba  by  the  Xadouesioiix, 
which  is  of  inconsiderable  size  and  whose  mouth  is  bordered 
by  alder  bushes  on  both  sides.  About  thirty  leag-ues,  ascend- 
ing always  in  the  same  direction,  one  comes  to  the  Riviere 
-des  Boeufs  [Buffalo  riverj  which  is  as  wide  at  its  mouth 
as  that  of  the  Islinois.  It  is  called  by  that  name  owing  to  the 
gi-eat  number  of  those  animals  found  there ;  it  is  followed  from 
ten  to  twelve  leagues,  the  water  being  smooth  and  without  rap- 
ids, bordered  by  mountains  which  widen  out  from  time  to  time, 
forming  meadows.  -  There  are  several  islands  at  its  mouth, 
which  is  bordered  by  woods  on  both  sides.  Thirty-eight  or  forty 
leagues  above  is  the  river  by  which  Sieur  Du  Luth^  descended 
to  the  Missisippi.  Eor  three  years  he  remained,  contrary 
to  orders,  with  a  band  of  twenty  coureurs  de  bois,  in  the  Lake 
Superior  country ;  he  had  conducted  himself  boldly  there,  pub- 
licly amiouncing  everywhere  that  at  the  head  of  those  ])ra\'e 
men  he  feared  not  the  Grand  Provost,  and  would  obtain  by 
force  the  granting  of  an  amnesty  in  his  favor.  The  coureurs 
de  bois,  whom  he  first  caused  to  throw  off  the  mask,  went  to 
and  returned  from  the  settlements  several  times,  loaded  with 
goods  and  furs;  during  that  period  they  exhausted  the  sup- 
ply of  pelts  in  the  Lake  Superior  country,  besieging  it  fr<)m 
all  sides;  and  this  year  they  prevented  the  Outaouacs  from 
going  down  to  Montreal. 

At  that  time,  and  while  he  was  in  the  Lake  Su])erior  coun- 
try, the  Nadouesioux,  induced  by  presents  given  them  by  the 
late  Sieur  Hand  in  on  behalf  of  Monsieur  the  comtc  de  Fron- 
ton ac,  and  the  Sauteurs, — the  Savages  who  bring  most  furs 
to  Montreal,  and  who  live  in  tiie  Lake  Superior  connlry, — 

1  Daniel  Greysolon  du  Lutli  (Lhut)  was  especially  prominent  among 
Northwestern  explorers.  An  officer  in  the  army  of  France,  he  cania 
to  Canada  about  1G7G;  two  years  later,  he  conducted  a  French  expedi- 
tion into  the  Sioux  country,  of  which  he  took  formal  possession  (1679) 
for  France.  He  spent  nearly  ten  years  in  explorations  (mainly  beyond 
Lake  Superior)  and  fur-trading;  he  was  lor  a  time  commandant  of 
the  Northwest.  In  1681),  he  had  returned  to  the  St.  Lawrence;  he  died 
In  1710.— Ed. 
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wishing  to  obey  the  repeatetl  ooimnands  of  the  said  monsieur 
the  Connt,  were  negotiating  a  peace  to  nnite  the  nation  of  the 
Sautenrs  with  the  French,  and  to  go  and  trade  in  the  country 
of  the  ^^adouesioux,  distant  about  sixty  leagues  to  the  west 
of  Lake  Superior.  I)u  Luth,  to  cover  liis  desertion,  seized 
this  opportunity  to  give  it  some  color;  and  with  two  of  his 
deserters  passed  himself  off  as  an  envoy  of  Monsieur  the  Count 
and  as  the  bearer  of  his  commands  to  negotiate  such  peace, 
while  his  comrades  negotiated  much  better  the  trade  in  beaver- 
skins.  Many  interviews  took  place  with  the  ^N'adouesioux ; 
and,  as  he  had  no  interpreter,  lie  enticed  away  one  of  my  men, 
named  Faffart,  who  was  then  a  soldier  at  Fort  Frontenac. 
Finally, — as  the  Sautenrs  had  come  among  and  returned  from 
the  Nadouesioux  several  times,  and  the  [N'adouesioux  liad  done 
the  same  as  regards  the  Sautenrs, — seeing  that  lie  had  noth- 
ing to  fear,  and  tliat  he  could  thereby  greatly  increase  the  num- 
ber of  his  beaver-skins,  he  sent  Faffart  hy  land  w^th  some  Xa- 
douesioux  and  Sautenrs  who  were  going  back  together.  On 
his  return,  that  young  man  told  him  of  the  abundance  of  beaver- 
skins  that  he  could  obtain  in  that  quarter;  ho  thereu]K)n  re- 
solved to  try  to  go  there  himself.  Accordinglj^,  guided  by  a 
Sauteur,  a  Nadouesioux  and  four  Frenchmen,  he  ascended  the 
river  Nemitsakouat^ — whence,  after  a  short  portage,  he  de- 
scended into  this  one,  wherein  he  says  he  passed  forty  leagues 
of  rapids.  Then,  finding  that  the  Nadouesioux  wei-e  lower 
down  with  my  people  and  the  Father,"'  —  who  liad  returned 

1  Apparently  referring  to  the  Bois  Brule  river,  which  empties  into 
Lake  Superior  near  its  western  end;  the  river  "full  of  rapids"  was 
probably  the  St.  Croix. — Eu. 

2An  allusion  to  Father  Louis  Hennepin,  a  Rt'collct  priest  who  came 
to  Canada  at  the  same  time  with  La  Salle  (1675).  Throe  years  later, 
he  joined  that  explorer,  and  accompanied  him  as  far  as  his  Illinois 
fort.  Then  Hennepin,  in  company  with  a  Frenchman  named  Michel 
Accault,  continued  his  travels  by  ascending  the  Mississippi  as  far  as 
St.  Anthony's  Falls,  visiting  the  tribes  of  that  region.  Returning  to 
Quebec  in  1681,  Hennepin  soon  afterward  went  to  France,  where  he 
wrote  his  Description  de  la  Louisiaue  (Paris,  1682)— an  account  of 
his  travels  in  America  which  attained  great  popularity  in  Europe,  and 
made  known  La  Salle's  discoveries.  It  was  translated  and  published, 
with  extensive  historical  and  bibliographical  annotations,  by  John  G. 
Shea  (New  York,  1880).— En. 
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from  tlie  village  of  the  ^N'adouesioux,  whither  thej  had  already 
been, — he  Avent  to  meet  them.  He  returned  to  the  village, 
whence  they  all  came  down  together,  reascended  the  river  Oiiis- 
consing,  and  thence  returned  to  ]\[ontreal  as  boldly  as  lie  had 
left  it — going  so  far  as  to  insult  the  commissaries  and  the 
representative  of  the  Procurator-general  (now  the  Procurator- 
general)  named  d'Auteuil.  Monsieur  the  Count  de  Frontenac 
had  him  arrested  and  guarded,  to  keep  him  a  prisoner  in  the 
castle  of  Quebec — intending  to  send  him  to  France  on  charges 
instituted  by  Monsieur  the  Intendant,^  unless  the  amnesty 
granted  to  the  coureurs  de  bois  allows  of  his  being  set  at  liberty. 

To  know  who  the  said  I)u  Luth  is,  3^ou  have  only  to  inquire 
of  Monsieur  Dalera.  ^^^evertheless  he  claims  to  have  made  a 
great  discovery,  and  asks  for  that  country  as  an  appendage 
of  the  Islinois;but  it  is  somewhat  of  a  joke  that  he  should 
expect  to  be  rewarded  for  his  rebellion.  In  the  second  place, 
there  are  only  three  roTites  to  go  there :  one  by  Lake  Superior, 
^another  by  the  bay  of  the  Puans,  the  third  by  the  Islinois  and 
through  the  lands  under  my  jurisdiction.  The  two  former 
are  suspicious ;  and  it  Avould  not  be  necessary  to  open  the  third, 
to  my  detriment,  as  he  has  incurred  no  expense  and  has  obtained 
great  gains  without  any  risk,  while  I  have  undergone  great 
fatigues  and  dangers  and  suffered  much  loss.  By  the  Islinois 
route  there  is  a  detour  of  three  hinidred  leagues  for  him.  ^fore- 
over,  the  country  of  the  Nadouesioux  is  not  a  country  that  he 
has  discovered.  It  has  been  known  for  a  long  time,  and  Rev- 
erend Father  Hennepin  and  Michel  Accault  went  there  be- 
fore he  did.  Even  the  first  of  his  fellow-deserters  who  went 
there  was  one  of  my  soldiers,  whom  he  enticed  away  from  me. 
Moreover,  that  country  is  uninhabitable,  but  little  suited  for 
cultivation,  containing  only  swamps  of  wild  oats,  on  which  thoso 
peoples  live;  and  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from  that  dis- 
covery, whether  it  be  attributed  to  my  peo])le  or  to  Du  Luth, 
l)(H'anse  the  rivers  are  not  navigable.  Put  as  the  l\ing  has 
granted  us  the  trade  in  buffalo-hides,  it  would  Ix^  ruined  by 


2  The  intendant  of  New  France  at  that  time  was  Jacques  de  Meulles 
who  held  the  office  from  1675  to  September,  1682.— Ed. 
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the  going  and  coming  to  and  from  the  Nadouesioux  by  any 
other  route  than  that  via  Lake  Superior — by  which  Monsieur 
the  Count  de  Frontenac  can  send  to  get  the  beaver-skins,  un- 
der the  power  that  he  possesses  to  grant  permits.  But  if  they 
go  by  Ouisconsing,  where  buffaloes  are  hunted  in  the  summer 
and  where  I  have  begun  an  establisliment,  they  will  iiiin  the 
trade — on  which  alone  I  rely,  owing  to  the  great  number  of 
buffaloes  killed  every  year,  whicli  is  greater  than  one  can  be- 
lieve. 


1683:    AFFAIRS  AT  MICHILLIMACKINAC. 

[Letter  from  Father  Enjalran  to  Lefevre  de  la  Barre,  governor  of  New 
France.    From  Margry's  Dtcouv.  et  6tab.,  v,  pp.  3-7.] 

]MissiLiMAKiNAK,  2Gth  August,  1683. 
My  previous  letters  will  have  informed  you  that  the  Gentle- 
men charged  with  carrying  out  your  orders — and  who  are  really 
desirous  of  imitating  your  vigorous  conduct  regarding  the  pro- 
tection of  those  who  are  faithful  to  you,  and  the  punishment 
of  those  Avho  are  rebellious — had  already  partly  forestallc<l  your 
commands  with  respect  to  the  Pouteatarnis,  who  assuredly  will 
have  to  be  humbled  sooner  or  later.  Immediately  after  his  ar- 
rival, Monsieur  de  la  Durantaye^  sent  with  despatch  to  la  Baye, 
that  he  might  afterward  take  measures  according  to  the  infor- 
mation that  might  be  obtained  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  there, 
and  what  we  might  have  to  dread  from  the  mutinous  spirit 
and  the  insolence  of  those  peoples.  Had  the  canoes  that 
Monsieur  Duliith  was  expected  to  send  been  liere,  perha])s  some- 
thing more  eftV'ctive  would  have  been  done  than  eoiihl  be  ac- 
complished by  Monsieur  de  la  Durantayc,  g<-)ing  tliere  alone 

1  Oliver  Morel  de  la  Dnrantaye  was  an  oflicer  in  the  famous  Caripnan 
regiment,  which  came  to  Canada  in  1C5o.  He  was  commandant  at 
Michillimacldnac,  from  1683  to  1G85,  and  was  then  made  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Northwest.  In  1690,  he  was  recalled  to  the  St.  Law- 
rence; nine  years  later,  he  resigned  his  commission;  and  his  death 
occurred  in  1727. — Ei). 
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with  his  people — while  Monsieur  the  chevalier  de  Baugy^ 
passed  by  another  way,  in  order  to  meet  the  sienr  de  la  Salle 
in  case  he  should  come  by  the  same  way,  which  is  the  shortest. 
Therefore,  knowing  your  views  regarding  the  various  advices 
that  we  have  received  as  to  the  state  of  those  nations,  we 
thought,  with  Monsieur  Duluth,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  offered  by  his  people  whom 
he  is  sending  to  the  I^adouessis  via  la  Baye,  and  who  have  been 
joined  by  other  persons.  Accordingly  he  left  on  the  eighth  in- 
stant, with  about  thirty  persons.  They  were  to  proceed  as  far  as 
the  house  of  St.  Francois  Xavier,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  Bay, 
and  leave  their  goods  there,  proceeding'  afterAvard  in  warlike  ar- 
ray to  speak  to  the  Pouteatamis.  They  intended  to  partly  in- 
form those  savages  of  the  resentment  felt  by  the  new  Onontio^  on 
account  of  their  i:)ast  assassinations  and  the  bad  feelings  they 
display  toward  the  French  who  go  to  their  country,  inspiring  the 
other  nations  with  their  own  hostile  spirit.  It  is  the  policy  of 
the  wretched  Ounanghisse,  with  the  view  of  shielding  himself, 
to  induce  others  to  join  him;  and,  whatever  good-wdll  ho  may 
display,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  is  urging  the  Ilinois,  Miamis, 
and  others  to  do  without  the  French — leading  them  to  hope  that 
he  and  his  adherents  will  supply  them  with  goods.  Our  house, 
therefore,  gives  him  umbrage,  because  he  thinks  that  it  favors 
the  designs  of  the  French.  Monsieur  Duluth — who  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  start  for  Lake  Superior,  for  the  reasons  which 
he  has  written  you — will  effect  a  good  stroke,  speaking  as  he 
will  speak  to  them,  and  as  I  shall  be  careful  to  writ<j  you  by 
another  conveyance  wdth  details  of  all  matters.  For  the  pres- 
ent, Monseigneur,  it  Avill  suffice  for  me  to  toll  you  that,  intending 
t/O  send  to  the  JSTadouessis  via  la  Baye,  as  he  wrote  you,  it  was 
necessary  to  clear  the  road  and  make  it  safe  for  his  poo))h^  until 

1  The  Chevalier  de  Baugis  (Baugy)  was  au  officer  in  Governor  La 
Barre's  guards.  In  1683,  he  was  sent  by  La  Barre  to  seize  La  Salle's 
fort  (St.  Louis)  on  the  Illinois;  he  remained  there  about  a  year,  when 
he  gave  it  up  to  Henri  de  Tonty,  and  returned  to  Quebec. —  Eo. 

^Frontenac  was  superseded  (September,  1862)  by  La  Barre.  who  held 
the  office  of  governor  during  three  years;  he  was  succeeded  in  1685  by 
Denonville. —  Ed 
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other  measures  can  he  taken,  should  this  slight  attempt  not  have 
the  effect  expected  from  it.  Matters  will  be  arranged  in 
accordance  with  your  intentions.  One  good  thing  (and  no 
slight  one)  will  result  from  this  expedition,  if  we  prevent  the 
rupture  betv/cen  the  Outagamis  and  the  Sauteurs ;  j\ronsieur 
Duluth  will  strive  for  this  with  a  vigor  corresponding  to  that 
which  animates  your  great  mind,  and  which  I  cannot  sufficiently 
admire.  This  compels  and  urges  us  to  redouble  our  prayers, 
and  beg  heaven  to  bless  all  your  designs. 

I  am  sending  sundry  letters  to  Our  Iteverend  Father  Super- 
ior, from  which  he  will  obtain  information  of  various  kinds  and 
tell  you  what  concerns  Messieurs  de  la  I)urantaye  and  the  cheva- 
lier de  Baugy.  I  fear  that  the  latter  may  meet  with  dangerous 
encounters,  owing  to  the  continual  acts  of  hostility  that  take 
place  in  that  direction;  for  the  Iroquois  carried  off  fifty  ^fascou- 
tins,  and  the  latter  are  no  less  to  be  dreaded  should  they  meet 
any  person  while  pursuing  the  aggressors.  Steps  must  be  taken 
to  secure  the  return  of  the  Miamis  and  Ilinois  to  their  own  coun- 
try. A  savage  called  N^assouascoiuit,  who  luis  just  come  from 
that  quarter  and  who  is  going  to  see  you  in  the  spring,  assures 
me  that  the  Ilinois  will  retura  to  their  country  if  they  can  be 
sure  of  your  protection.  Monsieur  de  la  Durantaye  came  to 
an  understanding  with  Father  d'Alloues,  and  I  rejoice  in  the 
hope  that  success  miglit  be  obtained  as  wo  had  planned  at  the 
beginning,  and  that  those  Gentlemen  would  arrange  with  him 
regarding  JVfonsieur  de  la  Salle  and  the  Savages  of  that  quar- 
ter. But  an  indisposition  that  attacked  the  Father  puts  an  end 
to  these  measures.  It  will  ])erhaps  ])e  somewhat  late  wlien 
Monsieur  de  la  Salle  is  warned,  if  Monsieur  the  cliovalier  de 
Baugy  has  not  become  imi)atient  at  waiting  so  long  for  ]\ron- 
sieur  de  la  Durantaye — who  has  had  many  cansea  of  dohiy, 
apart  from  th(^  length  of  the  jouniey.  If  all  who  have  tak(Mi 
the  road  to  the  Miamis  and  Ilinois  arrive  safely,  ^lonsicMir  the 
chevalier  de  Baugy  will  not  be  ihe  only  one  to  winter  in  that 
quarter,  according  to  tho  first  idea — which  wjis  not  to  abandon 
that  part  of  the  country  until  still  bettor  protection  was  aflPorded 
the  Savages  than  that  given  by  Monsieur  do  la  Salle.  I  have 
imparted  to  all  the  advice  I  (hnMucHl  most  conforniabh^  to  your 
intentions. 
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Sieur  de  Boisguillot  faithfully  performs  the  duty  oonfided 
to  him  during  the  absence  of  those  who  are  entrusted  with  your 
commissions.  lie  writes  us  what  Sieur  Pere  tells  him  about 
the  dispositions  of  the  iS^orthern  Savages,  and  I  wrote  it  else- 
where. I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  you  with  a  pile  of  letters  that 
I  have  received  or  am  writing,  and  whereof  I  am  sending  the 
originals  or  copies  to  the  Reverend  Father  Superior.  He  will 
extract  therefrom  what  is  to  be  communicated  to  you,  pending 
the  moment  when  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  adding  to  the 
particulars  that  I  shall  give  of  the  news  we  expect  daily;  they 
will  supply  what  is  needed  to  show  you  that,  with  all  possible 
esteem  and  attachment,  I  remain,  Monseigiieur, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  EisTJALRAN,  of  tlic  Socicty  of  Jesus. 

The  Hurons  have  not  yet  returned  from  below  nor  from  the 
exploring  expedition. 


1683:    JESUIT  MISSIONS  IN  THE  NORTHWEST. 
[Father  Thierry  Beschefer's  report  to  his  provincial,  for  the  year  1683.] 

[Synopsis :  He  enumerates  the  tribes  of  the  Ottawa  mis- 
sions, and  the  stations  which  the  Jesuits  have  established  among 
them.  The  pious  dispositions  and  customs  of  the  Christian 
Indians  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  ]\rackiiiac  are  described  at  some 
length.  Superstitious  and  idolatrous  rites  are  seldom  oi)enly 
practiced  among  them.  A  solar  eclipse  is,  as  usual,  advan- 
tageously employed  by  the  Fathers  to  cond)at  the  native  super- 
stitions. Nouvel  has  made  various  missionary  journeys  along 
the  shores  of  Lake  Huron,  and  has  Found  tb(^  savagx^s  ot*  lliat 
region  very  friendly,  and  well  inclined  to  the  faith.  l)rnid<en- 
ness  had  almost  destroyed  them;  but  the  Father's  |)rea('hing  has 
aroused  ihvni  to  strive  against  this  vice.  Albani'l  and  Andre 
have  done  good  woi'k  among  the  Wisconsin  tribes,  as  also  did 
Allonez  before  them;  the  latter  is  now  evangelizing  tlu^  Illinois 
and  Miami  savages,  and  has  bec^n  abh^  to  alM)lish  most  ol'  their 
superstitious  fasts.  Famine  among  them  has  caust^l  him  great 
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suffering  and  hardship.  A  long  and  interesting  account  is 
given  of  Allouez's  labors,  and  of  the  methods  Avhich  he  employs 
to  win  those  savages.  The  superior  regrets  the  necessity  of  dis- 
continuing the  Illinois  mission,  on  account  of  the  hostilities 
waged  in  that  region  by  the  Iroquois,  who  desire  to  exterminate 
the  Western  tribes.  Beschefer  states  the  need  of  new  mission- 
aries for  the  West,  since  four  of  the  seven  now  there  are  almost 
unfit,  on  account  of  age  and  infirmities,  for  active  service ;  and, 
were  it  not  for  the  services  of  the  donnes,  the  Jesuits  could  not 
have  maintained  those  missions  to  the  present  time.] — Jcs.  Re- 
lations, Ixii,  pp.  17-18,  103-215. 


1C8-1:    INDIAN  MURDERERS  PUNISHED  BY  DU  LUTH. 

[Extract  from  a  letter  by  Du  Luth.  The  original  MS.  of  this  docu- 
ment, from  which  the  present  is  a  translation,  is  in  the  archives  of  the 
Ministere  des  Colonies,  at  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Correspondence 
generale,  vol.  G,  c.  11,  fol.  231."] 

JMisciiELiMAKiXAC,  April  12,  16S4. 
Moxsieur:  As  I  have  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  (in 
September  and  October  of  last  year)  regarding  the  murder  com- 
mitted by  tlie  children  of  Achiganaga,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
learn  from  tlie  present  letter  the  means  that  I  liave  used  t-o 
avenge  the  death  of  the  two  Frenchmen  of  whose  murder  I  in- 
formed you. 

To  follow  the  affair  in  detail,  Sir,  you  must  know  that  on  the 
24th  of  last  October  I  received  notice  that  the  Folavoine,^  who 
was  an  accomplice  in  the  murder  and  robbing  of  the  aforesaid 
two  Frenchmen,  had  arrived  at  Sainle  ^iari(x  du  Sault  with  fif- 
teen cabins  of  Sauteurs — who  had,  conjointly  with  the  Gens 
des  Terres,*  nnide  an  attack  on  tin*  Nndoiuvioux  last  spring; 

^Literally,  "Wild-oats  (rice)  man;"  one  of  the  Menomonoe  tribe, 
called  by  the  French  "Folles  avoincs,"  which  is  simply  the  transhition 
of  Maloiimine,  or  Menomonce. — Ed. 

'(kiis  des  Terrcs:  the  Krench  appclhilion  of  an  Algonquian  (ribo 
who  then  roamed  through  the  wilderness  north  of  Lake  Superior; 
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and  tliat  he  believed  himself  in  safety,  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  allies  and  relatives  whom  he  had  there.  The  Eeverend 
Pather  Albanel  sent  me  word  that  the  French,  of  whom  there 
were  twelve  at  the  Sault,  had  not  judged  it  advisable  to  arrest 
him,  believing  themselves  too  weak ;  the  Sauteurs,  besides,  had 
as  much  as  declared  that  they  would  not  suffer  their  lands  to  be 
reddened  with  their  blood.  I  informed  the  Reverend  Father 
Enialran  that  I  intended  to  embark  at  daybreak  with  six 
Frenchmen,  to  join  those  who  were  at  Sainte  Marie  du  Sault 
and  make  myself  master  there.  He  was  of  my  opinion ;  and, 
as  he  had  some  matters  to  arrange  w^ith  the  Keverend  Father 
Albanel,  he  got  into  my  canoe. 

Arrived  at  a  league's  distance  from  the  village  the  Eeverend 
Father,  Messieurs  the  Chevalier  de  Fourcille  and  La  Chardon- 
niere,  and  myself  disembarked;  and  I  sent  away  the  canoe,  in 
which  were  Baribaud,  Lo  Mire,  La  Fortune,  and  Macons,  while 
we  went  through  the  woods  to  reach  the  house  of  the  Reverend 
Fathers,^  for  fear  that  tlie  savages  might  discover  me  and  take 
offense  at  my  coming,  and  enable  the  Folavoine  to  escape. 
Finally,  to  be  brief,  I  arrested  him,  and  had  him  guarded  day 
and  night  by  six  Frenchmen.  Afterward  I  held  a  council,  to 
which  I  desired  that  all  the  savages  who  were  present  should 
come,  and  in  which  I  repeated  to  them  what  I  had  said  to  the 
Ilurons  and  Oatouats  at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  Sieur 
Pere^ — namely,  that  you  had  given  me  orders,  in  case  there 

also  called  Tetes  de  Boule  ("Round  Heads").  The  remnant  of  this  tribe 
migrated,  in  the  19th  century,  to  the  St.  Maurice  river,  in  the  Province 
of  Quebec.  Up  to  the  present  time  they  retain  their  nomadic  habits, 
and  are  "the  only  tribe  in  Eastern  Canada  which  persistently  refuse 
to  adopt  agriculture,  either  partially  or  entirely."  See  James  Bain's 
note  on  p.  62  of  Alexander  Henry's  Travels  and  Adventures  (new  ed., 
Boston,  1901).— Eu. 

iThe  Jesuit  mission  at  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie  was  established  in  1GG9. 
Its  buildings  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  twice  before  1G84;  see  pp.  92, 
93,  ante. —  En. 

iJJean  Pore  was  a  noted  coiireur  de  hois,  and  made  explorations  in 
the  Northwest,  especially  in  the  Lake  Superior  region,  whither  he  was 
sent  by  Talon  (1GG9)  to  search  for  copper  mines — one  of  which  was 
discovered  by  him  three  years  later.    In  1G84,  he  was  captured  by  the 
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were  among  tlieni  any  sufficiently  perverse  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  those  who  have  in  the  past  assassinated  ns  at  Lake  Su- 
perior and  in  Miscliigane,  who  should  do  the  same,  I  was  to 
separate  the  innocent  from  the  guilty,  not  wishing  that  the  en- 
tire nation  should  suffer  for  the  crime,  unless  it  supported  the 
criminals.  I  told  them  that  they  must  declare  themselves,  in 
order  that,  if  any  factious  spirits  shared  in  this  project  reg-^ard- 
ing  the  Folavoine,  I  might  learn  it,  and  they  would  see  that  I 
do  not  fear  them  enough  to  be  kept  from  doing  my  duty.  They 
then  held  several  councils,  to  which  they  invited  me,  and  which 
tended  only  to  exculpate  the  prisoner  so  that  I  might  release 
him — all  unanimously  accusing  Achiganaga  and  his  children, 
in  the  belief  that  Sieur  Fere  with  his  dctacimient  could  not 
make  himself  master  of  them,  and  wishing  to  persuade  me  that 
they  feared  lest  all  the  French  there  might  be  killed.  I  an- 
swered that,  as  regarded  the  Folavoine,  I  was  not  obliged  to 
believe  a  man  whom  I  considered  as  having  aided  to  shed  the 
blood  of  my  brothers ;  that  nevertheless,  in  view  of  their  submis- 
sion to  the  orders  of  Onontio,  their  Father,  I  would  make  no 
decision  until  I  had  more  fully  investigated  the  matter.  I  said, 
moreover,  that  if  I  did  not  get  more  convincing  proofs  against 
him  than  those  which  appeared,  I  would  send  him  back  to  tliem ; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  if  it  were  true  that  he  belonged  to  the 
number  of  the  assassins,  I  would  consider  in  what  manner  I 
should  dispose  of  him.  And  as  for  the  pretended  death  of 
Sieur  Fere,  as  well  as  of  the  other  French,  that  did  not  trouble 
me,  since  I  doubted  whether  the  allies,  or  any  one  of  the  tril)e  of 
Achiganaga,  would  wish  to  have  a  war  with  us  in  order  to  sus- 
tain an  action  so  infamous  as  this;  and  that  I  tlierefore  felt  sure 
that  the  French — as  they  had  to  attack  only  some  mnrdiM'iMs,  or 
at  most  the  men  of  his  family — \vo\ild  get  them,  alive  or  (h>;i<l. 
These  are  the  only  answ(U's  that  they  secured  from  mo  during 
the  three  days  while  their  coun(dU  lasted — after  which  I  em- 
l)arke(l,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  iiioni iiig,  supported  onlv  by  twelve 
Frenchmen,  to  show  some  seditious  jxm'sous,  who  boasu^l  that 

English  at  Hudson  B;iy;  but  they  sent  him  back  to  France.  In  1687. 
he  was  engaged  in  Denonville's  expedition  against  the  Iroquois;  he  is 
mentioned,  three  years  later,  as  being  at  La  Rochelle,  France. — Ed. 
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they  would  take  away  the  prisoner  from  mej  that  the  French 
did  not  fear  them. 

The  advices  that  I  received  daily  concerning  the  number  of 
savages  of  his  own  tribe  whom  Achiganaga  was  gathering  at 
Kiaonan  [Keweenaw] — under  pretext,  he  said,  of  going  to  war 
this  spring  against  the  jSTadouecioux,  to  avenge  the  death  of  one 
of  his  relatives,  a  son  of  Onenous — led  me  to  believe  that  it  was 
only  to  secure  himself  from  our  possible  pursuit,  in  case  we 
were  assured  that  his  children  had  killed  us.  This  precaution 
left  me  between  fear  and  hope  regarding  the  expedition  that 
Sieur  Pere  was  to  make — when  on  the  24th  of  JSTovember,  at 
10  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  came  through  the  woods  to  tell  me 
that  he  was  bringing  to  me  Achiganaga  and  four  of  his  children. 
He  said  that  they  had  not,  indeed,  all  been  present  at  the  mur- 
der; but  that  he  had  thought  it  well  to  follow  in  this  matter  the 
maxim  of  the  Savages,  which  is  to  seize  all  the  relatives ;  and 
that  the  Folavoine,  whom  I  had  arrested,  was  the  most  guilty, 
as  being  the  author  of  the  evil.  This  obliged  me  to  keep  him 
close,  and  to  ])revent  any  one  from  talking  to  him,  as  he  had  a 
brother,  a  sister,  and  an  uncle  in  the  village  of  the  Kiscacons.^ 
Sieur  Pere  told  me,  finally,  that  he  had  released  the  youngest 
son  of  Achiganaga,  aged  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  in 
order  to  make  known  to  those  of  their  tribe,  and  to  the  Sauteurs 
and  the  Nocke,^  who  were  in  the  neighborhood,  the  reaisoii 
which  the  French  had  for  taking  away  his  Father  and  his 
brothers.  He  also  told  them  that,  if  any  were  inclined  to  mur- 
mur against  this,  the  French  awaited  them  resolutely — for  they 
were  then  in  a  condition  to  defy  them,  having  found  at  Kiaonan 
18  Frenchmen,  who  have  passed  the  winter  there.  2\o  one  at- 
tempted to  oppose  Ijis  design. 

iThe  Kiskakon  Ottawas  had  been  evan^^elized  by  Alloiiez  and  Mar- 
quette, when  at  Chequamegon  Bay  (1665-70)  ;  then  removing  to  Mich- 
illimackinac,  they  settled  near  the  Jesuit  mission  there.  Of.  p.  30.  7wte 
1,  ante. —  En. 

2Nouquets  (Nocke):  an  Algonquian  tribe  along  the  south  shore  of 
Lake  Siiperior;  they  have  given  name  to  Bay  de  Noquet,  in  Delta 
county,  Mich.  By  1670  they  had  become  merged  in  (he  Sauteurs 
(Ojibwas). — El). 
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On  the  2 Sill,  at  daybreak,  he  embarked  with  four  good  men 
whom  I  gave  liim,  to  go  to  join  the  prisoners — whom  he  had 
left  four  leagues  from  here,  under  the  guard  of  12  Frenchmen; 
and  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  arrived.  I  had  them 
put  in  the  guard-room,  which  I  had  arranged  in  my  own  lodg- 
ings, not  suffering  them  to  speak  to  an^'  one.  On  the  2Gtli,  I 
set  to  work  to  arrange  their  trial,  which  I  did  in  the  following 
manner : 

I  notified  all  the  chiefs  and  elders  that  they  must  come  to 
the  council  which  I  wished  to  hold ;  I  told  the  Folavoine  to 
choose  two  of  his  kinsmen  to  sustain  his  interests;  and  I  told 
the  children  of  Achiganaga — that  is,  the  two  murderers — to  do 
the  same.  These  men  I  kept  separated.  The  council  assembled, 
and  I  sent  for  the  Folavoine,  that  he  might  be  interrogated. 
I  had  his  answers  written  down ;  these  were  afterward  read  to 
him,  to  know  if  these  were  not  word  for  word  what  he  had  an- 
swered, after  which  I  sent  him  out  of  the  council  under  goi>d 
and  sure  guard.  I  observed  the  same  formalities  with  the  two 
sons  of  Achiganaga,  and,  as  the  Folavoine  in  some  sort  accused 
the  father,  I  sent  for  him,  and  had  the  Folavoine  and  the  two 
children  come  back;  and  all  three  nuido  accusations,  without 
denying  the  murder.  Achiganaga  alone  stoutly  maintained 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  design  of  the  Folavoine,  or  that  of 
his  children ;  and  that  they  should  say  whether  lie  had  urged 
them  to  kill  the  French.    They  answered  that  he  had  not. 

This  confrontation,  which  the  savages  did  not  expect,  sur- 
prised them;  and,  seeing  that  they  were  convicted  of  the  mur- 
der, the  elders  said:  ^'It  is  enongh ;  you  accuse  one  anolluH*. 
The  Frenchman  is  now  master  of  your  bodies." 

The  next  day  I  held  another  council,  in  which  I  said  that 
there  was  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the  Fivnchmon  had  been 
killed  and  robbed,  that  the  murtleiers  were  known,  ami  that 
they  knew"  what  was  their  own  ])ra(;tice  in  such  castas.  To  all 
that  tli(;y  answered  nothing,  which  ((bligcnl  me  to  hold  another 
council  in  the  cabin  of  Le  Brochet.  After  I  had  talkcnl  to 
them,  seeing  that  they  did  not  come  to  any  decision,  and  that 
all  my  councils  resulted  in  nothing  but.  the  nMluction  ot'  to- 
bacco into  ashes,  I  made  a  spiMH'h  t lulling  tlu^in  that,  sinct^  thoy 
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would  not  declare  themselves,  I  was  going  to  set  about  holding 
their  trial ;  and  that  the  next  day  I  would  make  known  to  them 
what  the  French  and  I  had  resolved. 

It  is  well;  Monsieur,  that  you  should  know  that  I  only  ob- 
served all  these  formalities  to  see  whether  they  would  do  us  the 
same  justice  which  they  practice  among  themselves ;  for  I  have 
various  examples  that  in  such  cases,  when  the  tribe  of  those 
who  have  killed  does  not  wish  to  have  war  with  the  one  that  has 
been  offended,  the  nearest  relatives  of  the  murderers  themselves 
kill  them — that  is,  a  man  for  a  man. 

On  the  29th,  I  assembled  a  part  of  the  French  who  were 
here;  and,  after  having  had  read  to  them  the  examinations  and 
answers  of  the  accused,  the  certainty  which  we  had  that  they 
were  all  three  guilty,  by  their  own  avowal,  decided  us  to  put 
them  all  three  to  death.  But,  as  the  French  who  had  remained 
at  Kiaonan  to  pass  the  winter  there  wrote  to  the  Keverend 
Father  Enialran  and  myself,  begging  us  to  treat  this  affair  with 
all  the  mildness  possible, — because  the  savages  munnured  tliat, 
if  all  the  accused  were  put  to  deatli,  they  Avould  revenge  them- 
selves upon  the  French, — I  made  known  to  these  gentlemen 
that,  this  being  an  unprecedented  affair,  I  believed  it  was  ex- 
pedient, for  the  safety  of  all  their  companions  who  Avore  win- 
tering at  Lake  Superior,  to  put  to  death  only  two.  I  told  them 
that,  in  case  the  savages  wished  to  make  trouble,  one  man  more 
would  not  greatly  weaken  tlieir  own  party,  whereas  the  death 
of  this  third  savage  might  have  grievous  consequences ;  on  the 
contrary,  by  only  killing  man  for  man,  the  savages  would  have 
nothing  to  say,  since  that  is  their  own  ])ractice.  M.  de  la  Tour, 
a  man  of  the  Fathers,  who  has  served  a  long  time,  supported 
by  cogent  reasons  the  opinion  I  had  expressed,  which  gave  all 
those  Avhom  I  liad  called  to  the  council  reason  for  releasing  tlio 
third  man.  It  was  resolved  that  two  of  them,  the  Folavoine 
ajid  the  elder  of  the  two  brothers,  should  bo  shot,  and  that  the 
younger  should  hold  his  life  by  your  favor,  ^Fonsieur.  After 
this  I  returned  with  Messieurs  Eoisguillot,  Perc,  de  Kepen- 
tigny,  de  Manthet,  de  la  Forte,  and  ]\raeons,  to  Lo  Brochet's 
cabin,  where  were  ])i'esent  all  the  chhM-s  of  tlu^  Outaouats  of 
Sable,  Outaouats  Sinagaux,  Kiskacons,  Sautours,  ^lississagues, 
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Achilings/  a  part  of  tlie  Hurons,  and  Oumamens,  chief  of  the 
Amikois.  I  there  dechired  to  them  anew  that,  as  they  were 
aware  of  the  murder  of  the  two  Frenclimen  at  Kiaonan,  and 
knew  all  the  murderers,  I  was  surprised  that  no  one  dared  to 
declare  himself  in  favor  of  giving  us  satisfaction ;  that,  never- 
theless, Onontio's  blood  had  been  shed,  that  it  was  still  warm, 
and  that  other  blood  must  be  shed  to  satisfy  it.  I  therefore 
made  known  to  them  that,  since  we  had  been  killed  by  tv/o  dif- 
ferent tribes,  one  man  of  each  should  die  therefor,  and  that 
they  should  meet  the  same  death  which  they  had  inflicted  on 
the  French,  and  should  therefore  be  shot.  As  for  the  third,  I 
said  that  you  granted  him  his  life  on  condition  that  he  make 
known  to  all  his  allies  the  favor  that  you.  Monsieur,  had  shown 
him.  I  added  that  if  I  were  not  relaxing  the  rigor  of  our  laws, 
I  would  put  to  death  all  six  of  them  as  being  guilty  of  partici- 
pating in  the  robbery,  and  possibly  of  contributing  to  the  inur- 
der  by  their  evil  counsels;  but  that  I  hoped  that  the  mildness 
I  had  shown  on  this  occasion  w^ould  not  be  condemned  by  you. 
This  decision  to  put  them  to  death  was  a  very  hard  blow  for 
them,  for  they  had  thus  far  believed  that  I  Avould  not  venture 
to  undertake  this.  The  Outaouats  of  Sal)le  and  the  Outaouats 
Sinagaux,  in  order  not  to  have  trouble  with  you,  Monsieur,  had 
seemed  to  blame  their  conduct,  and  not  to  care  what  became  of 
them;  now  Le  Talon  rose,  and  after  a  hmg  harangue  concluded 
that,  if  I  had  a  heart,  1  would  grant  them  their  lives.  The 
chief  of  the  Outaouats  Sinagaux  said  that  he  had  taken  captive 
some  Irocois  whom  ]\lonsieur  dv.  Courcelle  had  dennin<led  of  him, 
Avhom  he  ha,d  surrendered  and  whose  lives  had  been  si)ared  ; 
and  that  I  iherefore  oiigbt  to  do  (lie  same.  ()iniiamens,  whom 
the  Sauteurs  had  emj)Ioye(l  to  speak  for  ihcMii,-  -  not  being  able 
to  s])e:d':  for  themselves,  as  they  w<M*e  parties  in  tlie  trial, — 
thanked  me  for  being  content  with  so  litth',  and  praised  tho 
gt)od  lieart  of  tlie  Frenclnmui,  who  was  going  to  release^  tlio 

iThe  Sinagaux  (Sinagos)  were  the  Squirrel  elan  of  Ottawas;  it  is 
their  ehief  who  is  mentioned  as  Singos  on  pp.  26,  27.  ante.  Those  '"of 
Sable"  ^vere  apparently  a  band  located  along  Au  Sable  river,  Mich.  The 
Achilinga  were  a  small  tribe  living  on  French  river  and  about  its 
discharge  into  Georgian  Bay.  The  Amikois  (Amikoues)  are  also 
known  as  the  Beaver  tribe. —  En. 
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father  and  three  of  his  children.  The  other  tribes  did  not 
speak. 

These  different  opinions  led  'me  to  answer  the  two  former 
speakers  that,  if  these  were  prisoners  of  war,  I  w^ould  be  pleased 
to  spare  their  lives;  but  that  being  assassins  they  must  die,  to 
set  an  example  for  those  who  might  have  similar  designs,  and 
by  this  fear  prevent  them  from  so  readily  resorting  to  assassi- 
nation, especially  that  of  Frenchmen.  I  said  that  they  know 
very  well  that  I  love  men,  but  that  I  do  not  fear  them 
enough  to  be  kept  from  executing  the  orders  received  from  you 
to  put  to  death  whomsoever  kills  us;  that,  if  I  did  not  do  so, 
when  you  learned  that,  although  I  had  in  my  power  those  who 
assassinated  your  first  children,  1  did  not  punish  them,  you 
would  believe  it  was  on  account  of  my  fearing  men  that  I  had 
been  restrained.  Then,  to  teach  me  to  be  afraid,  I  would  no 
sooner  have  arrived  than  you  would  inflict  on  me  the  same  treat- 
ment that  their  crime  deserved.  I  said,  moreover,  that  I  was 
not  the  author  of  their  death,  but  that  all  the  elders  were.  I 
said :  ^'I  say  thus  on  account  of  the  sentiments  which  you  have 
insinuated  into  the  youth,  that  to  kill  the  French  was  not  an  af- 
fair of  such  great  moment  as  one  imagined,  since  a  slave  or  a 
package  of  beaver  could  make  sufficient  amends;  and  till  now 
there  has  been  no  more  grievous  result  for  those  who  had  com- 
mitted assassinations.  Eut  if  you  had  from  the  beginning 
made  knoAvn  to  the  young  men  that  in  case  they  conmiitted  any 
evil  deed  the  tribe  would  abandon  them,  they  would  have  been 
better  advised,  and  the  Frenchmen  Avould  still  be  alive."  After 
this  I  left  the  council,  and  informed  the  Iwcverend  Fathers,  so 
that  they  might  baptise  those  two  Avretched  men,  which  they 
did.  An  hour  afterward,  I  put  myself  at  the  head  of  42  French- 
men, and,  in  sight  of  more  than  400  men,  and  200  8t(^|)s  from 
their  fort,  I  had  their  heads  broken. 

The  impossibility  of  guarding  them  until  spring  to  be  sent 
to  you,  ^^Fonsieur,  made  me  Inisten  their  death,  being  persmided 
that  on  such  an  occasion  a  prompt  exe(;ution  is  ntx'essaiy  to 
calm  everything,  and  to  avoid  giving  opportunity  to  those  in- 
terested to  take  measures  for  attempting  to  rescue  yr\s- 
oners. 
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When  Sieur  Pero  arrested  them,  those  who  had  committed 
the  murder  confessed ;  and  when  asked  what  they  had  done  with 
the  merchandise,  they  answered  that  it  was  abnost  all  hidden. 
He  had  himself  conducted  to  the  hiding-places,  and  was  gi-eatly 
surprised,  as  were  the  Frenchmen  with  him,  to  see  that  it  was 
in  twelve  or  fifteen  different  places;  and  that  through  their 
carelessness  the  bales,  the  tobacco,  and  the  powder  were  ruined, 
as  they  had  put  them  in  the  pine  woods,  under  roots  that  were 
soaked  in  water  on  account  of  ten  or  twelve  days  of  continual 
rain,  Avhich  had  inundated  all  the  land,  because  snow  and  freez- 
ing weather  had  come  unexpectedly  soon.  They  had,  therefore, 
the  utmost  difficulty  in  withdrawing  the  goods.  They  next 
went  to  look  for  the  bodies,  iind  tried,  but  unsuccessfully,  to  re- 
cover them,  as  the  wretches  had  thrown  them  into  loose  soil,  and 
in  a  hole  which  they  had  made;  and,  not  even  satisfied  witii 
this,  had  put  branches  across  them  to  prevent  them  from  float- 
ing when  the  country  is  under  water  in  spring.  By  this  pre- 
caution they  hoped  that  the  Trencli,  finding  no  indications  that 
the  missing  men  had  been  killed,  would  believe  that  they  had 
been  drowned  by  capsizing — which  report  they  had  in  fact  cir- 
culated, saying  that  they  had  found  on  the  otlier  side  of  the 
portage,^  in  the  lake,  a  demolished  boat,  which  they  believed  to 
be  the  property  of  Frenchmen. 

The  merchandise  recovered,  Sieur  Pere  had  it  brought  to  the 
place  where  all  the  French  were,  both  those  who  were  to  spend 
the  winter  at  Kiaonan,  and  who  knew  nothing  of  the  death  of 
Jacques  Le  Maire  and  Colin  Perthot  when  Sieur  Pere  arrived, 
and  the  ten  who  belonged  to  his  detachment.  A  conference  wa3 
held  regarding  the  measures  which  they  ought  to  take  to  avoid 
the  total  loss  of  the  wares,  and  it  was  concluded  to  sell  thoni 
to  the  highest  bidder.  This  brought  1,100  livres  Paris,  to  be 
paid  in  beaver  to  ^^I.  do  Lachesnaye,  to  whom  T  send  the  names 
of  those  indebted  for  the  goods. ^ 

lAn  allusion  to  the  portage  route  across  Keweenaw  Point,  whioh  is 
now  followed  by  the  Portage  river  ship-canal. —  Ed. 

2 The  livre  was  a  French  money  of  account,  in  value  somewhat  less 
than  the  modern  franc;  that  of  Tours  was  worth  20  sous,  that  of 
Paris  25  sous. 

Charles  Aubert  de  la  Chesnaye  was  one  of  (he  most  wealthy,  influ- 


1684] 


FRENCH  REGIME  IN  WISCONSIN. 


123 


The  savages  who  were  present  when  Achiganaga  and  his 
children  were  arrested  wished  to  dance  the  calumets  for  Sieur 
Pere,  and  to  give  him  some  slaves,  which  was  only  meant 
to  patch  up  the  assassination  committed  upon  the  French,  He 
perceived  their  intention,  and  therefore  would  not  allow  it,  tell- 
ing them  that  a  hundred  slaves  and  a  hundred  packages  of 
beaver  could  not  make  him  traffic  in  the  blood  of  his  brothers; 
and  that,  when  he  had  sent  them  to  me,  it  would  be  for  me  to 
decide.  I  said  the  same  thing  here  in  the  councils,  so  that  they 
might  not  in  future  believe  that  they  could  save  by  presents 
those  who  might  commit  similar  acts. 

On  the  whole,  Monsieur,  Sieur  Pere  plainly  shows  by  his 
conduct  in  the  pursuit  of  this  affair  that  he  is  not  so  much  in 
the  interest  of  the  savages  as  has  been  reported ;  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  I  know  of  no  one  whom  they  fear  more,  who  flatters 
them  less,  and  who  knows  them  better. 

The  criminals  being  in  two  different  places,  Sieur  Pere, 
forced  to  guard  four  of  them,  detached  Messieurs  de  Repen- 
tigny,  and  de  Mantliet,  and  six  other  F renchmen,  to  go  to  arrest 
the  two  who  were  among  their  people  eight  leagues  away  in  the 
woods,  which  order  they  vigorously  carried  out.  Among 
others.  Messieurs  de  Pepentigiiy  and  de  jManthet  showed  that 
they  feared  nothing  where  honor  called  them.  Sieur  de  la 
Chevroticro  rendered  very  useful  service,  both  in  person  and  by 
his  counsels,  as  he  indicated  the  place  where  the  criminals  were ; 
Achiganaga,  who  had  adoi)ted  him  as  his  son,  had  told  him  the 
place  where  he  was  to  hunt  during  the  winter.  I  enclose  here- 
with. Monsieur,  a  list  of  those  who  composed  the  detachment; 
and,  as  I  prevented  them  from  taking  along  any  wares,  since 
this  was  not  a  trading  expedition,  I  have  led  them  to  hope  that, 
in  case  they  should  be  unable  to  dispose  of  their  morchan«li!^o 
this  spring,  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  continue  thorn  for  a 
year,  so  that  they  may  have  an  op|)ortunity  to  do  their  trading.^ 

ential,  and  public-spirited  merchants  of  Canada.  He  came  to  Canada 
in  1655,  and  died  in  1702  — Ed. 

1  These  men  were  voyageurs  or  traders,  whom  I)u  Luth  had  Induood 
to  aid  him  in  the  capture  of  the  Indian  murderers:  he  asks  that  the 
governor  will  extend  for  a  year  the  ptM-mits  to  trade  now  hold  by  these 
voyageurs. —  Ed. 
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This  is  the  favor,  Monsieur,  that  I  ask  of  you  for  them. 
Sieur  de  Boisgiiillot,  avIio  reinains  liere,  will  await  your  orders 
in  this. 

Two  days  after  the  murderers  had  had  their  heads  broken, 
the  Kiskacons,  the  Outaouats  of  Sable,  and  the  Outaouats 
Sinagaux  held  a  council,  in  which  they  gave  me  six  collars 
(each  tribe  giving  tAVo),  to  cover  the  Frenchmen  wdio  had'been 
killed,  and  to  efface  their  blood,  in  order  that  the  earth  might 
be  clean  in  future.  An  hour  later,  tliey  performed  the  same 
ceremony  toward  Achiganaga  and  the  relatives  of  the  Folavoine 
who  Avere  then  present. 

The  next  day  I  held  for  them  a  great  festival  of  Avhcat  and 
tobacco  in  the  cabin  of  Le  Brochet,  in  order  to  take  away  the 
pain  that  I  had  caused  him  by  pronouncing  tlie  death-sentence 
of  the  two  savages  in  his  cabin,  without  s})eaking  to  him  of  it. 
To  this  I  invited  all  the  chiefs  aiul  elders  of  all  the  tribes  pre- 
viously named.  The  llurons  here  gm  e  me  three  collars  for  the 
same  purpose  as  the  others  had,  and  they  gave  three  for  the 
Sauteurs  and  the  Folavoines. 

It  still  remained  for  me  to  enable  Achiganaga  and  his  three 
children  to  go  home  and  join  their  family,  located  about  120 
leagues  from  here,  where  they  had  been  taken.  They  could  not 
travel  this  distaiice  without  my  aid,  as  they  were  in  need  of 
everything.  Knowing  their  need,  I  infonned  them  that  you 
were  not  satisfied  with  merely  sparing  their  lives,  but  that  you 
wished  to  preserve  them  in  life  by  furnishing  them  with  every- 
thing they  needed  to  escape  dying  of  hunger  and  cold  o\i  the 
way — which  you  did  by  giving  tluMu,  ])y  my  hand,  ]>lankets, 
guns,  powder,  lead,  mitasses,^  tobacco,  axes,  kniv(>s,  twine  for 
making  a  beaV(M--net,  shirts,  and  two  sacks  of  wheat  to  keep 
them  until  they  could  kill  some  gaiii(\     They  departed  two  days 

iMitasse:  an  Algonkin  word  adopted  by  the  French  Canadians,  as 
the  name  of  the  leggings  worn  by  the  Indians  and  hunters  in  winter; 
defined  in  Clapin's  l)i<:l.  Canad.-Fnuu.'ais  as  "a  gaiter  of  deerskin  or 
cloth,  ornamented  with  designs  in  beads  or  moose  hair  of  various  col- 
ors." Crawford  Lindsay,  of  Quebec,  informs  the  editor:  "What  the 
Indians  and  French  Canadians  call  mitassc— the  English  inhnblUnts 
call  'neap' — a  blanket  over-stocking  that  we  wear  inside  moccasins  for 
snowshoeing."— Jfs.  Relations,  Ixvii,  p.  344. 
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later,  thoroughly  satisfied;  but  God  was  not,  for  at  two  days' 
journey  from  here  old  Achiganaga  fell  sick  with  a  quinsy  and 
died,  which  left  his  three  children  at  liberty.  This  news 
reaching  the  savages,  most  of  them  in  this  place  attributed  his 
death  to  the  French,  saying  that  we  killed  liim.  I  let  them 
talk  unheeded.  It  is  only  about  two  months  since  they  set  out 
for  Iviaonan.  I  gave  them  letters  to  the  French  there,  so  that 
these  may  have  nothing  to  say  to  them  about  the  murder  of  their 
companions,  as  I  have  taken  such  satisfaction  as  I  deemed  just. 

The  Sauteurs  gave  them  some  collars  in  order  that  they  might 
take  good  care  that  no  trouble  be  made  over  the  death  of  their 
brother;  and  in  order,  should  any  have  evil  designs,  to  restrain 
them  by  these  collars,  of  which  they  are  bearers.  For  my  part, 
I  do  not  doubt  that  this  example  will  render  them  wiser,  and 
produce  very  good  results. 


1686:    GOVERNOR  DENONVILLE  ORDERS  DU  LUTH  TO 
ESTABLISH  A  POST  AT  DETROIT.  . 

[From  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark, 
"Canada,  Corres.  gen.,  vol.  8,  c.  11,  fol.  53."] 

ViLLEM  lRIe,!  June  6,  1686. 

Monsieur:  Although  I  sent  word  to  you  this  autumn  to 
come  to  meet  mo  in  order  to  confer  with  us  about  a  great  many 
things  which  can  not  be  written,  yet,  as  tho  Reverend  Father 
Anialran  [Enjalran]  has  come  here  and  intends  to  go  back  to 
Michilimaquina  as  soon  as  the  restitution  of  the  prisoners  shall 
have  been  effected,  and  as  your  presence  is  much  more  net^essary 
with  the  Outaouats,  I  therefore  give  you  orders  in  this  letter 
not  to  como  down,  but  to  join  ^lonsieur  do  la  Durantaye,  who 
is  to  be  at  Michilimaquiua  to  execute  the  orders  that.  I  aui  siMid- 
ing  to  him  for  the  security  of  our  allies  and  friends. 

You  will  see  by  the  letters  that  I  write  to  Monsieur  d(^  la 

^Villemarie  ("city  of  Mary")  was  the  name  first  given  to  Montreal 
by  the  religious  colony  who  estal)lished  that  settlement  (1641);  they 
dedicated  it  to  the  Virgin  Mary. — Eu. 
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Durantaye  that  my  intention  is  for  you  to  occupy  a  post  at  the 
Strait  of  Lake  Erie,  with  50  men;  that  you  should  choose  a 
post  in  an  advantageous  place  to  assure  us  of  that  passage,  and 
to  protect  our  savages  who  go  hunting,  and  serve  them  as  a 
refuge  against  the  enterprises  of  their  enemies  and  ours.  You 
will  do  or  say  nothing  to  the  Irocpiois,  unless  they  should  un- 
dertake anything  against  us  or  against  our  allies. 

You  will  see  also  by  the  letter  that  I  write  to  ]\ronsieur  de  la 
Duranta^^e  that  I  intend  that  you  go  to  this  post  as  soon  as  you 
possibly  can,  with  some  twenty  men  onl}',  whom  you  will  put 
imder  the  orders  of  such  lieutenant  as  you  shall  choose,  as  being 
best  adapted  for  the  command  and  best  suiting  yourself. 

After  giving  all  the  orders  that  you  judge  necessaiy  for  the 
security  of  that  post,  and  having  ordered  your  lieutenant  to  be 
on  his  guard,  and  having  recommended  the  rest  to  be  obedient, 
you  will  go  to  Micliilimaquina  to  await  the  Iveverend  Father 
Anialran,  and  receive  from  him  the  information  and  instruc- 
tions on  all  matters  that  I  shall  have  communicated  to  him  re- 
garding what  I  desire  of  you ;  and  then  you  will  return  to  said 
post  with  thirty  men,  whom  you  will  receive  from  Monsieur 
de  la  Durantaye  to  conduct  thither.  You  will  see  to  it  that 
each  one  furnish  himself  with  the  provisions  necessary  for  his 
subsistence  at  the  post,  where  doubtless  it  will  be  possible  to  do 
some  trading  in  furs ;  accordingly,  your  men  will  not  do  ill  to 
take  with  them  a  little  merchandise. 

I  can  not  sufficiently  recommend  to  you  to  keep  up  a  gomi  un- 
derstanding with  Monsieur  de  la  Durantaye,  as  otherwise  all 
our  plans  would  come  to  nothing,  and  meantime  the  service  of 
the  king  and  the  public  would  seriously  suffer. 

The  post  to  which  I  send  you  is  all  tlie  more  important  as  I 
count  that  it  will  bring  us  into  relations  with  tho  Illinois,  to 
whom  you  will  make  known  the  matters  of  which  the  lieverond 
Father  will  inform  you.  Remember  that  nothing  can  In^  more 
important  than  to  ap])ly  yourself  to  carry  out  \V(>11  all  my  or- 
ders, and  everything  that  I  shall  make  known  to  yon  through 
the  Reverend  Father  on  his  return  to  jMichilinuupuna.  I 
send  to  you  the  commissions  necessary  for  the  command  of  that 
post,  and  for  your  lieutenant. 
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I  say  natliing  of  your  interests,  but  you  may  count  upon  my 
doing  with  pleasure  everything  that  is  necessary  for  your  ad- 
vantage. After  this,  however,  I  will  repeat  to  you  once  more 
that  you  can  not  exercise  too  much  application,  in  order  to  suc- 
ceed in  e\^ery thing  that  I  shall  desire  of  you  for  the  interests 
of  the  King's  service.  If  your  affairs  could  allow  your  brother 
to  be  with  you  next  spring,  I  would  be  greatly  pleased;  for,' 
as  he  is  a  very  intelligent  youth,  who  could  be  of  great  sei-vice 
to  you,  he  might  also  be  of  great  utility  to  us. 

I  beg  you  to  mention  nothing  that  you  may  guess  of  our  de- 
signs, but  to  evade  all  that. 


1686  (caj:    ACCOUNT  OF  DETROIT  POST. 

[Extract  from  a  letter  written  apparently  to  Count  de  Pontchartrain, 
then  intendant  of  finance  in  France.  The  original  MS.  is  in  the  MSS. 
division  of  the  library  of  Congress,  Washington.] 

To  give  you  an  idea.  Monsieur,  of  what  the  Detroit  is,  in 
case  you  have  none,  you  must  Know  that  it  is  a  River  which  is 
twenty-five  Leagues  long,  into  which  Lake  Huron  discharges 
its  waters,  to  fall  into  Lake  Erie.  About  Six  Leagues  from 
the  latter,  there  is  another  lake  in  this  River,  called  Lake  St. 
Claire,  which  is  ten  Leagues  in  length  and  about  fifteen  in 
width.  It  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  as  is  also  the  River,  which 
is  on  the  forty-first  degree  of  latitude  and  runs  from  the  Mouth 
of  this  lake  to  Lake  Erie,  from  iSTorth-JSTortheast  to  South- 
Southwest.  The  Land  on  the  North  [sc.  West]  side  extends 
toward  the  Miamis,  where  is  a  River  by  which  one  goes  in  Six 
days  to  that  countiy  whenc^^  one  can  easily  reach  the  ^lissisipi.^ 
That  to  the  South  [sc.  East]  extends  to  Torento,^  a  mainland 

i"The  Miamis"  refers  to  the  new  abode  of  these  savages,  at  the 
river  St.  Joseph.  From  that  river  access  was  gained  to  the  Missis- 
sippi by  a  portage  (near  the  present  South  Bend,  Ind.)  to  the  Kanka- 
kee, the  southern  branch  of  the  Illinois  river. —  En. 

2Torento  (Tarento,  Toronto)  was  an  early  appellation  of  both  Lake 
Simcoe  and  the  Severn  river;  the  name  was  also  applied  to  the  portage- 
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at  the  Foot  of  Lake  Huron  which  ends  at  Lake  Ontario.  The 
Detroit  is  one  hundred  Leagues  froin  Missiliniakinac ;  and 
from  its  lower  end  there  are  one  hundred  more  to  Niagara, 
which  is  distant  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  from  ]\ronti'eal. 
And  if  an  Establishment  be  made  at  this  post,  it  has  been  re- 
solved that  our  people  shall  build  Barks  at  Katara-KGui,^  to  con- 
vey necessaries  to  ISTiagara.  At  the  latter  ])lace  a  fort  will  be 
erected,  in  order  that  Wagons  may  be  kept  there  for  transport- 
ing the  goods,  which  will  be  placed  on  other  Barks,  to  be  carried 
as  far  as  the  Detroit.  From  this  place  they  can  be  sent  to  the 
Miamis  and  to  Chikager  [Chicago]  and  to  la  Baye  [Green 
Bay],  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  Trade  with  the  many  na- 
tions there. 

Our  Fort  covers  a  square  of  one  Arpcnt  in  extent,  witliout 
the  Bastions,  and  is  very  advantageously  Situated  on  an  Emi- 
nence, separated  from  the  lliver  by  a  gentle  slope  of  about  forty 
paces,  which  forms  a  very  pleasant  Glacis."  Care  has  been 
taken  to  place  it  at  the  narrowest  part  of  the  Biver,  which  is 
here  a  gunshot  in  width,  while  everywhere  else  it  is  a  good  (piar- 
ter  of  a  league.  And,  if  a  settlement  be  made  at  the  Post,  the 
ground  is  very  well  suited  for  building  a  large  town  there  in 
the  future.    The  various  conditions  to  be  encountered  in  this 

trail  from  Georgian  Bay  (via  Lake  Simco( )  to  Lake  Ontario,  and  was 
transferred  to  tiie  shore  of  the  great  lake,  and  finally  to  the  present 
city  of  Toronto.  See  Bain's  note  thereon,  Henry's  Travels, ,  m^.  170. 
171.— Ei>. 

iKartarakoui  (Cartarcoui)  :  the  Iroquois  name  of  the  place  where 
Kingston,  Ont.,  is  now  situated;  a  place  of  great  strategic  importance, 
where  Prontenac  erected  (1G73)  the  fort  that  bore  his  name.  It  was 
abandoned  in  1689,  but  restored  in  1G95;  it  was  finally  captured  and 
destroyed  by  the  English,  in  1758. 

In  1679  La  Salle  had  erected  blockhouses  at  the  entrance  of  Niagara 
river;  on  that  site  a  fort  was  built  by  Governor  Denonville  in  16S7. 
This  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  important  French  posts;  in 
1759  it  was  surrendered  to  the  English. — Ed. 

-A  military  term,  meaning  the  mass  of  earth  outside  a  fort  wliich 
serves  as  a  parapet  to  the  covered  way,  and  gently  slopes  to  the  exti^ 
rior  ground.  l)u  Luth's  fort  was  built,  not  at  the  place  chosen  by 
Cadillac  in  1701,  but  at  the  southern  end  of  Lake  Huron,  apparently  at 
or  near  the  present  Fort  Gratiot,  Mich. —  Ed. 
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Kegion  make  it  a  very  agreeable  one ;  the  Climate  is  as  temper- 
ate as  in  Touraine/  and  the  Winter  (according  to  tlie  Savages) 
does  not  last  more  than  six  Weeks.  It  is  a  charming  sight  to 
see  that  River,  bordered  with  an  infinite  number  of  apple-trees, 
with  abundance  of  plum-trees  of  every  kind,  of  Chestnut  and 
Walnut  trees,  and  the  Hazel-bushes  of  France;  and  to  find 
there  the  Vine,  one  of  its  finest  omamento,  whose  Grapes  are 
fairly  large  and  good.  At  intervals  we  come  upon  very  large 
meadows,  both  dry  and  wet,  full  of  grass  that  grows  to  the 
height  of  over  three  feet.  They  are  broken  only  by  fruit  Trees, 
or  by  hard-wood  Timber  of  gTeat  height  and  of  various  kinds, 
such  as  the  butternut  and  walnut,  red  and  white  Oak,  Poplar, 
Basswood,  Elm,  Ash,  and  Cottonwood.  This  diversity  con- 
tinues inland,  where  we  have  taken  the  precaution  to  have  the 
soil  examined ;  it  is  so  good  that  it  leads  us  to  hope  that  its 
fertility  will  not  refuse  to  the  hand  of  the  Careful  Husband- 
man what  iSTature  itself  produces  so  abundantly. 

These  Woods  and  vast  prairies  supply  food  to  an  immense 
number  of  Oxen,  (.ows.  Stags,  Does,  Deer,  Bears,  and  Turkeys, 
whicli  have  been  of  great  Assistance  to  us  in  providing  Sub- 
sistence for  our  Soldiers  and  Voyageurs,  Vvdio  were  occupied  in 
building  and  whose  provisions  gave  out  just  as  thoy  arrived 
Four  or  five  Hunters  have  hitherto  Sufficed  to  support  them, 
notwithstanding  the  great  Heat,  which  maJe  them  lose  a  por- 
tion of  their  meat.  This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  various  kinds 
of  animals  to  be  found  on  this  Continent.  In  the  prairies,  in 
Lake  Ste.  Claire,  and  in  the  Biver,  wherein  there  arc  several 
Islands,  there  are  great  quantities  of  Game,  consisting  of  pheas- 
ants, Quail,  Bail,  red  Partridges,  Cranes,  Swans,  Bustards, 
Ducks  of  various  kinds.  Teal,  and  Pigeons. 

If  we  continue  to  maintain  this  Establishment,  it  will  bo  a 
means  of  preventing  the  English  from  coming  to  take  })osso8- 
sion  of  it,  to  deprive  us  of  the  Trade  with  the  T^ations  up  alH>ve ; 
of  holding  the  Iroquois  in  check;  and  of  maintaining  our 
Allies  in  their  duty.    It  will  bo  much  easier  to  Frencliify  the 

iTouralne  was  a  province  in  the  west  central  part  of  France,  ifa 
mean  latitude  47"  N.;  it  was  watered  by  the  Loire  river. —  Ed. 
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latter  and  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  them,  on  account  of  the  prox- 
imity of  the  French  and  the  number  of  Missionaries  who  will 
be  there. 

This,  Monsieur,  is  all  that  I  can  write  to  you  at  present  of 
the  excellerjce  of  this  Country.  If  any  discovery  should  be 
made  hereafter  I  will  inform  vou  of  it. 


1687:    ENGLISH  AND  IROQUOIS   INTRIGUES  AMONG  NORTH- 
WESTERN TRIBES. 

[Part  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Denonviile  to  the  French  Minister; 
dated  June  8,  1G87.  The  original  MS.  is  in  the  Paris  archives;  we  ob- 
tain our  text  from  a  transcript  in  the  Dominion  archives  at  Ottawa, 
Canada;  press-mark,  "Corres.  gen.,  vol.  ix,  pp.  31-50."] 

By  the  last  letters  that  I  had  the  honor  to  send  you  (in  ^NTo- 
vember  of  last  year),  I  rendered  you  a  tolerably  exact  account 
of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  countiy.  Since  that  time, 
Monseigneur,  we  have  learned  from  Missilimaquina  that  Father 
Angelran,  Superior  of  the  missionaries  who  are  scattered 
among  the  remote  nations  of  that  region,  and  Sieur  de  la  T)u- 
rantaye,  who  commands  at  Missilimakinak  and  the  other  posts 
that  we  hold,  have  had  great  difficulty  in  restraining  all  the 
Hurons  and  the  other  Outawes  savages,  and  preventing  them 
from  going  to  hnd  the  Sonnontwan  [Seneca]  Iroquois — re- 
solved to  come  to  terms  with  them,  and  to  l)ecome  their  depend- 
ants, and  thus  their  allies.  As  a  result,  through  the  Iroquois 
power  would  be  introduced  the  trade  with  the  English — whicli 
has  made  a  strong  impression  upon  our  savages  by  the  clieap- 
ness  of  tlie  wares  which  the  English  merchants  stdd  {hvin  last 
year  at  ]\lissilimakinak,  whitlier  they  re^ort,  as  I  have  had  (ho 
honor  of  informing  you  by  my  letters.  This  Huron  nation — 
naturally  distrustfnl  and  llchh',  like  all  the  savages — and  the 
Outawes,  althougli  they  have  long  been  the  enemies  o{  (he 
IrcKjuois,  willingly  go  over  to  their  side.  They  do  so  through 
fenr  of  the  Iroquois  powei",  and  through  the  persuasions  of  (ho 
English,  who  promise  to  maintain  (licni  in  jhnico  witli  (lieir 
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enemies,  and  to  render  tliem  masters  of  the  entire  trade  of  the 
other  remote  nations  to  whom  our  Frenchmen  are  accustomed 
to  go.  Consider,  too,  the  greater  cheapness  of  goods  which  the 
English  promise  them.  All  these  things,  Monseigneur,  have 
caused  great  difficulty  in  so  managing  these  peoples  as  to  turn 
them  aside  from  those  transactions. 

The  Hurons  and  the  Outawes  finally  determined  to  send  me,' 
this  winter,  the  two  most  prominent  men  among  them,  with  - 
four  of  our  Frenchmen,  who  brought  them  to  me  over  the  ice. 
HoAV  those  Fathers,  Monseigneur,  have  averted  the  greatest 
misfortune  which  could  at  present  happen  to  us !  which  would 
be,  if  those  peoples,  quitting  our  alliance,  should  take  sides 
with  our  enemies.  The  post  which  Sieur  Dulhu  occupies  at 
the  strait  [Detroit^  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Frenchmen  whom 
Sieur  de  la  Durantaye  has  gathered  at  ^lissilimakina,  have 
been  of  no  little  aid  to  Brother  Valloin.^  The  harangues  of 
the  Fathers  have  been  accompanied  with  threats  from  Sieur 
Durantaye.  All  these  results,  Monseigneur,  could  not  be 
achieved  Avithout  expense — not  only  to  support  our  Frenchmen 
who  were  kept  together  in  the  posts,  but  for  the  voyages  which 
it  has  been  necessary  to  make  with  all  diligence,  but  without 
any  profit  for  those  who  were  employed  either  in  voyages  or  at 
the  posts,  where  as  vigilant  guard  is  maintained  as  in  a  city  in 
time  of  war. 

]\ronsieur  de  Champigiiy  and  I  did  not  fail  to  take  good  care 
of  our  two  savage  envoys,  whom  we  were  obliged  to  keep  sev- 
eral months,  awaiting  the  end  of  the  severe  cold  season  to  send 
them  back  over  the  ice  to  a  plax^e  near  Lake  Huron.  According 
to  tho  news  that  I  liave  received,  they  reached  their  destination 
on  the  3rd  of  May,  when  the  ice  was  breaking  up.  They  went 
away  apparently  quite  resolved  to  inarch  with  th(Mr  [^ooplo  to 
join  me  with  Sieurs  do  la  Durantaye  and  Dulhu,  in  accordance 
with  my  former  plans  of  last  year,  and  witli  tho  orders  that  I 

iThis  name  cannot  well  be  identified,  as  no  such  person  is  known 
among  the  Jesuit  missionaries  to  New  France  (see  list  of  these  in  Jes. 
Relations,  Ixi,  pp.  120-181).  It  is  possible  that  reference  is  here  made 
to  Father  Frantjois  Vaillant  de  Gueslis,  from  1G78  to  1685  a  missionary 
to  the  Iroquois. — Ed. 
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have  sent  to  those  officers,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to 
you  in  my  hist  letters. 


1687-89:    HOSTILITIES  BETWEEN  FRENCH  AND  IROQUOIS. 

[ISTote:  Frontenac  had  been  recalled  to  France,  and  suc- 
ceeded (1682)  by  Le  Febvre  de  la  Barre — an  old  man,  igno- 
rant of  the  affairs  of  the  colony  and  of  the  Indian  character, 
and  eager  to  make  money.  Engaging  in  the  fur  trade,  his  in- 
terests and  those  of  the  Canadian  merchants  leagued  with  him 
were  imperiled  by  the  Iroquois,  who  attacked  and  plundered 
the  French  traders.  These  savages,  moreover,  endeavored  to 
secure  for  themselves  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  with  the  Al- 
gonquian  tribes  on  the  upper  lakes,  in  order  to  divert  it  froui 
Canada  to  the  English  and  Dutch  of  JsTcav  York;  and  their  in- 
satiable ambition  and  ferocity  led  them  to  attempt  the  conquest 
of  those  E'orthwestern  tribes.  As  we  have  seen  in  the  tliird 
document  of  this  series,  the  Iroquois  had  made  their  way  into 
Wisconsin  as  early  as  1051;  and  in  1080  they  destroyed  the 
great  Illinois  village  near  La  Salle's  Fort  St.  Louis.  In  1081, 
La  Barre  led  an  army  into  the  Iroquois  country,  but  accom- 
plished nothing,  save  to  render  those  savages  more  arrogant 
and  turbulent  than  before.  This  failure  caused  La  Barre's 
inmiediate  recall;  his  successor  (IGST))  being  the  Marquis  de 
Denonville.  The  latter,  a  far  abler  and  more  honest  man, 
strove  to  restrain  the  Iroquois,  and  to  counteract  the  influence 
exercised  over  them  by  the  English  and  Dutch ;  he  also  endeav- 
ored to  secure  and  extend  French  ascendency  on  the  upper  lakes 
and  in  the  .Mississippi  valley;  but  he  was  gronlly  h!\m])ored  by 
lack  of  troops  and  money.  Finally  securing  supi)lies  of  men 
and  money  from  France,  he  conducted  an  army  (June-July, 
1087)  against  th(^  Senecas,  destroying  their  villagt^s  and  crops; 
and  afterward  built  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  "N"iagara  river.  But 
he  had  incensed  more  than  he  had  injured  (he  S(Mu>cas;  and 
in  this  same  campaign  he  had  coniniilled  a  cruel  and  treacher- 
ous act  by  seizing,  under  pretext  of  a  friendly  (^)nfer(Mici\  S(>nu^ 
two  hundr(Ml  peaceable  and  inoffensive  Iro(]uois  (^inrbnling  tho 
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women  and  children),  Avho  lived  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake 
Ontario,  among  whom  a  mission  was  maintained  by  priesta 
from  ^lontreal.  Many  of  the  women  and  children  died  from 
grief  or  disease;  some  of  the  men  were  surrendered  to  their 
converted  relatives  in  the  Canadian  mission  colonies,  and  the 
rest  were  sent  to  France,  to  serve  with  convicts  on  the  royal  gal- 
leys. Exasperated  at  this  atrocious  act,  the  Iroquois  began  to 
harass  the  French  settlements  in  Canada — terrorizing  the  en- 
tire colony,  paralyzing  agriculture,  and  cutting  off  the  fur 
trade,  the  two  occupations  which  alone  gave  it  life.  The 
climax  of  this  misery  was  reached  in  the  terrible  massacre  at 
Lachine  (August  4-5,  1689),  when  that  settlement  was  de- 
stroyed by  an  Iroquois  anuy,  who  butchered  or  tortured  to 
death  some  320  French  inhabitants — men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren. Then  they  ravaged  Montreal  Island,  plundering,  killing, 
and  burning  all  in  their  way. 

Under  both  La  Barre  and  Denonville,  the  tribes  of  the  ISTorth- 
west  were  in  constant  danger  from  the  frequent  hostilities  with 
the  Iroquois;  and  the  impoverished  and  feeble  condition  of 
Canada  prevented  the  French  from  doing  much  to  aid  their  In- 
dian allies — who  had,  nevertheless,  sent  their  warriors  to  take 
part  in  both  the  French  expeditions  against  the  Iroquois.  In 
consequence  of  this  neglect,  the  Ilurons,  Ottawas,  and  other 
tribes  about  the  lakes,  were  ready  to  make  peace  on  their  own 
account,  with  that  dreaded  foe,  regardless  of  the  French  inter- 
ests. It  was  all  that  Perrot,  La  Durantaye,  and  other  French 
commandants  could  do  to  hold  tlieir  wavering  allegiance. 
Parkman,  in  his  FroiUoiac,  gives  a  full  account  (with  nunu^r- 
oiis  citation«i  of  authorities)  of  this  period;  of  the  commercial, 
political,  and  religious  influences  at  work  in  the  dcvelo]unrnt 
of  the  Canadian  colony;  and  of  tlic  various  intrigues  carried 
on  by  the  French,  English,  and  Dutch  tra(hn\s,  and  the  Indian 
chiefs  who  were  tlie  leading  politicians  in  their  resjuH'tive  trilx^s. 

It  soon  became  evident  to  the  French  government  that  Cana- 
dian affairs  reqnired  a  more  capable  and  experienced  head ; 
and  in  1G8{)  Denonville  was  supers(Mled  by  (Vnnt  de  Fnmtenao, 
the  only  man  who  seemed  available  for  that  post  at  this  critical 
juncture. — Ed.] 
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1688-90:   DISTURBANCES  AMONG  THE  UPPER  TRIBES.  V/HICH 
ARE  QUELLED  BY  PERROT. 

[From  La  Potherie.] 

La  Petite  Racine  ['Tittle  Root"],  who  had  come  on  behalf 
of  his  tribe  to  bo  a  Witness  of  all  that  should  take  place  in  the 
general  Peace  Council,  found  an  altogether  extraordinary 
change  in  the  condition  of  affairs;^  he  traded  the  Peltries  that 
he  had  brought  down,  and  promptly  returned  home.  Monsieur 
Denonville  despatched  with  him  a  canoe,  by  which  he  sent  his 
orders  to  Monsieur  de  la  Durantaye,  Commandant  at  Michili- 
makinak.  This  Chief,  on  his  return,  caused  universal  alarm. 
The  Outaouaks  informed  all  the  tribes  of  the  devastation  that 
had  been  inflicted  upon  the  Prench,  and  entreated  all  the 
Chiefs  to  come  to  Michilimakinak,  that  they  might  consult  to- 
gether upon  the  measures  that  ought  to  be  taken  regarding  the 
wretched  condition  into  which  they  were  going  to  be  plunged. 
They  resolved  in  their  general  Council  to  send  two  Tsonnon- 
touan  Deputies,  with  two  of  those  Iroquois  old  men  whom 
they  had  set  free,  in  order  to  assure  the  Iroquois  that  they 
would  have  no  further  cojmection  with  the  Prench,  and  that 
they  desired  to  maintain  wdth  the  Iroquois  a  close  alliance. 

The  Ilurons  feigned  not  to  join  in  the  Revolt  of  the  Outa- 
ouaks; the  policy  of  those  peoples  is  so  shrewd  that  it  is  dilficult 
to  penetrate  its  secrets.  When  they  undertake  any  enterprise 
of  importance  against  a  nation  whom  they  fear,  especially 
against  the  Prench,  they  seem  to  form  two  parties — one  con- 
spiring for  and  the  other  opjDosing  it;  if  the  former  succeed  in 
their  projects,  the  latter  approve  and  sustain  what  has  been 
done;  if  their  designs  are  thwarlcd,  (lu^y  relire  to  llie  ollior 
side.  Accordingly,  they  always  attain  their  objects.  Ibit  siuh 
was  not  the  case  in  this  emergency;  they  were  so  territied  by 
La  Petite  Racine's  report  that  neither  the  Jesuits  nor  the  Com- 
mandant could  [)a('ity  those  people — wlio  rel)ron('lu^l  thrtn,  with 
the  most  atrocious  insults,  saying  that  tiie  Prench  had  abused 
them.    Matters  reached  so  pitiable  a  cx">n<lition  that  ^Monsieur 


lA  reference  to  the  Iroquois  raids  on  tlie  St.  Lawronco.  and  tho  conse- 
quent fear  of  them  prevalent  among  the  French. — Ed. 
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de  la  Durantaye  had  need  of  all  his  experience  and  good  man- 
agement to  keep  his  Fort  and  maintain  the  interests  of  the  Col- 
ony— an  undertaking  that  any  other  man  would  have  aban- 
doned; for  the  Savages  are  fickle,  take  umbrage  at  anything, 
are  time-servings  and  are  seldom  friends  except  as  caprice  and 
self-interest  induce  them  to  act  as  such ;  it  is  necessary  to  take  ^ 
them  on  their  weak  side,  and  to  profit  by  certain  moments 
when  one  can  get  the  better  of  their  schemes. 

Soon  afterward,  ]\Ionsieur  the  ^darquis  de  Denouville  was 
recalled  to  Court,  His  Majesty  having  appointed  hiui  Sul>- 
Governor  to  Monsieur  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Monsieur  the 
Count  de  Frontenac  succeeded  him,  and  arrived  in  Canada  at 
the  end  of  October,  1689.  Monsieur  de  la  Durantaye,  who  had 
remained  at  Michilimakinak,  despatched  a  canoe  to  the  new 
Governor,  to  acquaint  him'  with  all  the  movements  of  the  Out- 
aouaks;^  and,  as  he  held  only  a  temporary  command  in  the 
post  which  he  was  occupying,  Monsieur  de  Frontenac  sent 
Monsieur  de  Louvigiii  to  relieve  him.  That  General  was  of 
opinion,  at  the  outset,  that  it  was  desirable  to  make  known  liis 
arrival  to  all  the  Tribes ;  Perrot  was  the  man  whom  he  selected 
for  that  purpose;  he  ordered  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  make 
every  effort  to  pacify  the  troubles  that  the  Outaouaks  might 
have  occasioned  in  those  regions.  He  was  accordingly  des- 
•  patched  with  Monsieur  do  Louvigni,  who  cut  to  pieces,  at  fifty 
leagues  from  Montreal,  a  party  of  sixty  Iroquois;  three  of 
these  he  sent  as  prisoners  to  ]\[onsieur  de  J'rontenac,  and  an- 
other he  took  with  him.  Ilo  also  carried  away  many  scalps,  in 
order  to  show  them  to  the  Outaouaks,  in  the  hope  of  bringing 
about  a  reconciliation  with  tlieni ;  but  those  peoi)los  had  already 
secured  the  s!;art  of  him,  lest  they  should  draw  upon  themselves 
the  indignation  of  the  Iroquois.    On  the  route  llio  French 

iThe  courier  sent  by  La  Durantaye  on  this  occasion  was  Zacharie 
Joliet,  a  younger  brother  of  the  noted  explorer.  Uy  the  same  post  was 
sent  Carheil's  letter  to  Frontenac  (the  document  immediately  following 
this).  Both  the  soldier  and  the  priest  were  alarmed  at  the  disposition 
manifested  by  the  upper  tribes,  and  appealed  to  the  Rovornor  for  such 
vigorous  action  as  would  restrain  from  hostilities  the  turbulent  savages 
under  their  care. —  Eu. 
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learned,  through  the  Missisakis,  that  La  Petite  Ptacine  had 
gone  as  Ambassador  to  the  Iroquois  Avith  two  Chiefs;  that 
nothing  had  been  heard  from  them  since,  except  that  one  man 
had  said  that  they  were  yet  to  depart.    This  news  induced  Mon- 
sieur de  Louvigni  to  send  Perrot  with  two  canoes  to  Michili- 
makinak,  to  inform  the  Prench  of  his  arrival    As  soon-  as  he 
came  in  sight  of  the  place,  he  displayed  the  white  Flag,  and 
his  men  uttered  loud  shouts  of  ^'Vive  le  Eoi The  Prench 
judged,  by  that,  that  some  good  news  had  come  from  Montreal. 
The  Outaouaks  ran  to  the  edge  of  the  shore,  not  in  the  least  un- 
derstanding all  these  outcries;  as  they  were  thorougldy  per- 
suaded that  our  affairs  were  in  very  bad  condition,  they  were 
so  politic  as  to  say  that  they  would  receive  in  warlike  fashion 
the  French  who  were  on  the  way.    They  were  warned  that  our 
usages  were  different  from  theirs;  we  were  unwilling  that  they 
should  swarm  into  our  canoes  to  pillage  them,  as  is  their  custom 
in  regard  to  nations  who  come  back  victorious  from  any  militaiy 
expedition,  abandoning  whatever  is  in  their  canoes ;  we  pre- 
ferred that  they  should  be  content  Avith  receiving  presents. 
AVarning  was  sent  to  Monsieur  de  Louvigni  that  he  would  be 
received  in  military  array,  with  all  the  Frenchmen  whom  he 
was  bringing;  all  sorts  of  precautions  were  taken  lest  we  should 
be  duped  by  those  peoples,  Avho  were  capable  of  laying  violent 
hands  on  us  when  we  were  least  expecting  such  action.  The 
canoes  came  into  view,  at  their  head  the  one  in  which  was  the 
Iroquois  slave;  according  to  custom,  he  was  made  to  sing,  all 
the  time  standing  upright.    The  Nepiciriniens,  who  had  accom- 
panied tlie  Frenchmen  responded  with  them,  keeping  time,  by 
loud  shouts  of  ^'Sassakoue     foHowed  by  volleys  of  musketry. 
A  hundred  Frenchmen  of  ^1  ichilimakinak  wei*o  stationed,  un- 
der arms,  on  the  watei''s  edge  at  the  foot  of  their  village;  they 
had  only  powder  in  their  guns,  but  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
place  bulh^ts  in  their  mouths.     The  fleet,  whieh  ]u*0('eeded  in 
regular  array,  as  if  it  were  going  to  make  a  descent  on  an 
enemy's  country,  gradually  came  near.     When   tlu^  canoes 
neared  the  Village  of  the  Outaouaks,^  they  halt(Ml.  and  the.Iix)- 

lAt  Michilimackinac  (the  present  St.  Ignare)  wore  three  separate 
viUages  — those  of  the  Freiicli,  the  Iliirons.  ;nul  the  Ottawas.    See  the 
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qiiois  was  made  to  sing;  a  volley  of  nnisket-shots,  to  which  the 
Oiitaouaks  responded,  accompanied  his  song.  The  fleet  crossed, 
in  nearly  a  straight  line,  to  the  French  village,  but  did  not  at 
once  come  to  land.  The  Outaouaks  hastened,  all  in  battle  ar- 
ray, to  the  landing-place,  while  the  men  in  the  canoes  replied 
to  the  prisoner's  songs  with  lond  yells  and  firing  of  guns,  as  also 
did  the  French  of  Michilimakinak.  At  last,  when  it  was  neces- 
sary to  go  on  shore,  Monsieur  de  Louvigni  had  his  men  load 
their  guns  with  ball,  and  disembark  with  w^eapons  ready;  the 
Outaouaks  stood  at  a  little  distance  on  the  shore,  without  mak- 
ing any  further  demonstration. 

The  Huron s — who,  although  they  had  been  at  all  times  very 
unreliable,  had  seemed  greatly  attached  to  our  interests  amid 
the  General  Conspiracy  of  the  Outaouaks — demanded  the 
Slave,  in  order  to  have  him  burned ;  the  other  tribes  were  jeal- 
ous of  that  preference.  The  Huron  chiefs,-  who  were  very  poli- 
tic, after  many  deliberations  w\arned  their  people  not  to  put 
him  in  the  kettle ;  their  object  in  this  Avas  to  render  themselves 
acceptable  to  the  Iroquois,  in  case  Peace  should  be  made  with 
that  people,  by  the  distinguished  service  Avhich  they  would  have 
rendered  to  one  of  their  chiefs  by  saving  him  from  the  fire ;  but 
we  very  plainly  saw  their  design.  The  Outaouaks,  wlio  were 
greatly  offended,  could  not  refrain  froju  saying  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  cat  him.  That  Iroquois  was  surprised  that  a 
mere  handful  of  Hurons,  whom  his  own  people  had  Enslav^ed, 
should  have  prevailed  on  an  occasion  of  such  importance. 

The  Father  Avho  was  Missionary  to  the  Hurons,  foreseeing 
that  this  affair  might  have  results  which  would  be  prejudicial 
to  his  cares  for  tlieir  instruction,  demanded  permission  to  go  to 
their  village  that  lie  might  constrain  them  to  find  some  way  by 
whicii  the  resentment  of  the  French  might  be  appeased.  He 
told  them  that  the  latter  perem])forily  ordered  them  to  jmt  the 
Iroquois  in  the  kettle  and  that,  if  they  did  not  do  so,  the  I'rench 
must  come  to  take  him  awjiy  from  ihem  and  ])lace  him  in  their 
own  Fort.  Some  Outaouaks  who  hapj)ened  to  be  present  at  tlie 
(Vuincil  said  that  tlie  French  wow  right.     Tlu^  Hurons  then 

map  of  that  locality  which  we  here  reproduce  from  La  HoiUan  s  Voy- 
ages  (ed.  1741,  Amsterdam,  t.  i,  p.  15G).— Ed. 
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saw  themselves  constrained  to  beg  the  Father  to  tell  the  French, 
on  their  behalf,  that  they  asked  for  a  little  delay,  in  order  that 
they  might  bind  him  to  the  Stake.  They  did  this,  and  began  to 
bum  his  fingers ;  but  that  Slave  displayed  so  great  lack  of  cour- 
age, by  the  tears  that  he  shed,  that  they  judged  him  unworthy 
to  die  a  warrior's  death,  and  despatched  him  with  their 
weapons. 

The  Chiefs  of  all  the  nations  at  Micliilimakinak  were  assem- 
bled at  the  house  of  the  J esuit  Fathers ;  and  before  each  one 
was  placed  a  present  of  guns,  ammunition,  and  tobacco.  Our 
envoy  represented  to  them  their  short-sightedness  in  abandon- 
ing the  interests  of  the  French  nation  to  embrace  those  of  the 
Iroquois,  whose  only  desire  was  for  such  a  rupture.  They  were 
told  that  Onontio,  who  had  every  reason  to  abandon  them,  was 
nevertheless  touched  with  compassion  for  his  children,  whom 
he  desired  to  return  to  him;  and  that  he  had  sent  the  band  of 
Frenchmen  who  had  just  arrived  among  them,  in  order  to  re- 
store to  the  right  path  their  minds,  which  had  gone  astray. 
That  those  houses  burned  on  Montreal  Island  by  the  Iroquois, 
and  the  few  corpses  that  they  had  seen  in  the  unexpected  inva- 
sion which  the  latter  had  made  there,  ought  not  to  have  such  an 
effect  on  their  minds  as  to  persuade  them  that  all  was  lost  in  the 
Colony;  that  the  Iroquois  would  not  derive  much  profit  from  a 
blow  which  would  far  more  redound  to  their  shame  than  to  the 
glory  of  true  warriors,  since  they  had  come  at  that  very  time 
to  ask  for  Peace.  That  the  Frencli  nation  was  more  numerous 
than  they  imagined ;  that  they  must  look  upon  it  a.'?  a  great 
river  which  never  ran  dry,  and  whose  course  could  not  bo 
checked  by  any  1>arrier.  That  they  ought  to  regard  the  five 
Irocjuois  nations  as  five  cabins  of  IMuskrnts  in  a  marsli  which 
the  French  would  soon  drain  oH'^  and  tlieu  l)nrn  them  there; 
that  they  could  be  satisfied  that  tlu^  liiiiidred  wonuMi  and  chil- 
dren who  had  been  treacherously  cairicd  away  would  be  re- 
placed by  many  soldiers,  whom  the  great  Onontio,  the  King 
of  France,  would  send  to  avenge  them.  That  since  our  Onon- 
tio of  Canada,  the  Count  do  Frontenac,  had  arrivcil  at  (}u(^b<M\ 
he  had  nuule  the  I]nglish  feel  the  striMiglh  oi'  liis  arms,  by  the 
various  war-parties  that  ho  had  sent  into  their  country;  that 
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even  the  N'epiciriniens  who  had  recently  come  up  to  Michiii- 
makinak  with  Monsieur  de  Louvigni  had  given  us  no  little  aid 
in  putting  five  large  English  villages  to  fire  and  sword;  that 
Onontio  was  powerful  enough  to  destroy  the  Iroquois,  the  Eng- 
lish, and  their  Allies.  Einally,  if  any  one  of  these  trihes  under- 
took to  declare  themselves  in  favor  of  the  Iroquois,  he  gave  them 
liberty  to  do  so;  but  that  he  would  not  consent  that  those  who 
turned  the  war-club  to  maintain  their  own  interests  should  here- 
after dwell  upon  his  lands;  that,  if  they  preferred  to  be  Iro 
quois,  we  would  become  their  enemies;  and  that  it  would  be 
seen,  without  any  further  explanations,  ^vlio  should  remain 
master  of  the  country. 

The  Chief  of  the  Cinagos,  rising  in  the  Council,  spoke  in 
these  terms:  '^My  brother  the  Outaouak,  vomit  forth  thy 
hateful  feelings  and  all  thy  Plots.  Return  to  thy  Father, 
who  stretches  out  his  arms,  and  who  is,  moreover,  not  unable  to 
protect  thee."  l^othing  more  was  needed  to  overturn  all  the 
schemes  of  the  malcontents.  The  Chiefs  of  each  nation  pro- 
tested that  they  would  undertake  no  action  against  the  will  of 
their  Father.  But,  whatever  assurarice  they  gave  of  their  fidel- 
ity, most  of  them,  seeing  their  designs  foiled,  sought  to  thwart 
us  by  other  subterfuges.  They  did  not  dare,  it  is  true,  to  carry 
out  their  resolution — either  because  th3y  were  unwilling  to 
risk  a  Combat  with  the  French,  who  were  only  waiting  for  a 
final  decision;  or  because  they  did  not  know  how  they  could 
transport  their  families  to  the  Iroquois  country — but  all  their 
desire  was  for  the  time  when  they  could  open  the  way  for  a 
large  troop  from  that  nation  who  could  carry  them  away.  Thoy 
decided,  however,  in  a  secret  conclave  that  they  wouhl  sen«i  to 
the  Iroquois  the  same  Deputies  on  whom  they  had  previoiHly 
agreed;  and  that,  if  their  de])arture  should  unfortiiiialrly  hv. 
discovered,  the  Old  ]\[eii  should  disown  them.  This  myslery 
was  not  kept  so  hidden  that  we  did  not  receive  warning  of  it. 
A  Sauteur  came  to  warn  Perrot  of  their  intention;  one  of  thoir 
Deputies  entering  his  cabin  a  little  later,  he  reproached  him  for 
it.  But,  as  the  Savage  is  by  nature  an  enemy  of  docoit,  this 
man  could  not  long  disguise  his  sentiments;  and  ho  admitted 
that  his  brother  was  at  the  Head  of  that  Embassy.  ^lonsiour 
de  Louvigni  did  not  hesitate  to  call  together  all  tlu^  (^hiefs, 
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whom  he  sharply  rebuked  for  their  faithlessness.  The  Oiita- 
ouaks  thought  that  they  could  exculpate  themselves  by  casting 
all  the  blame  upon  the  man  who  was  to  go  away.  Messengers 
Avere  sent  for  him,  and  never  did  a  man  seem  more  ashamed 
than  he  when  he  saw  that  he  must  appear  before  the  Council; 
he  entered  the  place  with  the  utmost  mortification  in  his  face. 
His  brother  said  to  him:  ^^Our  Chiefs  are  throwing  the  stone 
at  thee,  and  they  say  that  they  know  nothing  about  thy  depai-t- 
ure  for  the  Iroquois."  Perrot  took  up  the  word,  saying:  ^'My 
brother,  how^  is  this  ?  I  thought  that  thou  wast  the  supporter 
of  the  French  who  are  at  Michilimakinak.  When  the  attack 
Avas  made  at  Tsonnontouan,  all  the  Outaouaks  gave  way ;  thou 
alone,  with  two  others,  didst  second  the  French.  At  all  times 
thou  hast  kept  nothing  for  thyself;  when  thou  hadst  anything 
thou  gavest  it  to  the  French,  whom  thou  didst  love  as  thine  own 
Ijrothers;  yet  now  thou  wouldst,  against  the  wishes  of  thy  tribe, 
betray  us.  Onontio,  who  remembers  thee,  has  told  me  to  reward 
thee;  I  do  not  think  that  thou  art  capable  of  opposing  his 
wishes.''  He  gave  the  man  a  brasse  of  tobacco  and  a  shirt,  and 
continued:  ''See  what  he  has  given  ine  to  show  thee  tliat  he 
remembers  thee.  Although  thou  hast  done  wrong,  1  will  give 
thee  something  to  smoke,  so  that  thou  maycst  voniit  up  or 
swallow  whatever  thou  hast  intended  to  do  against  him ;  and 
thy  body,  which  is  soiled  by  treason,  shall  be  made  clean  by  this 
shirt,  which  Avill  nudve  it  white."  That  Chief  was  so  overcome 
with  sorrow  that  it  was  a  long  time  before  he  could  speak ;  he 
recovered  himself  somewhat,  and,  addressing  the  Old  Men, 
with  an  air  full  of  pride  and  contempt,  said  to  them  :  "Kmjdoy 
me  in  future.  Old  Afen,  Avhen  you  undertake  to  plot  anything 
against  my  Father — he  who  remembers  me,  and  against  whom 
I  have  taken  sides.  I  Ixdong  wholly  to  him  ;  and  nevrr  will  I 
tr.ke  part  against  the  French."  Then  turning  toward  Perrot, 
he  said  to  him:  will  not  li''  to  th(M\     When  thou  didst 

arrive,  I  went  near  tlun*,  intending  to  cMubraee  tluH^;  but  thou 
didst  regard  me  unkindly.  1  thought  that  thou  hadst  aban- 
doned me,  because  I  had  been  to  the  Tnxpiois  with  La  Tetite 
Pacine.  AVIumi  thou  didst  sjx^ak  1o  th(>  (rihos,  I  withdrew,  in 
order  to  divert  them  from  lh(>  design  lhal  we  all  ha»l  (»f  giving 
ourselves  to  the  Iroquois.    Tliey  did  not  dan^  to  opp(\se  tlax?; 
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but  at  night  tliej  held  a  Council  in  a  cabin  (from  which  they 
turned  out  all  the  Women  and  Children),  to  which  I  was  sum- 
moned. They  Deputed  me  to  return  to  the  Iroquois,  and  I 
believed  that  thou  hadst  a  grudge  against  me;  those  reasons 
constrained  me  to  yield  to  what  they  demanded  from  me/^ 

Those  peoples  could  no  longer  maintain  their  evil  design; 
the  explanations  that  had  just  been  made  checked  its  progress;- 
but  they  always  kept  up  a  very  surly  feeling  against  the  French 
nation,  and,  although  they  saw  that  they  were  unable  to  com- 
pass their  object,  they  did  not  fail  again  to  stir  up  opposition 
against  us,  in  order  to  annoy  us.  The  jealousy  that  they  felt 
because  wo  made  presents  of  a  few  gold-trimmed  jackets  to  some 
ITurons,  who  had  appeared  to  be  our  friends  in  this  affair,  in- 
spired in  them  a  new  stratagem.  They  knew  that  the  ^liamis, 
our  Allies,  were  at  war  with  the  Iroquois ;  and  they  resolved  to 
^ittack  tlic  former,  who  did  not  mistrust  their  design,  that  they 
might  force  the  Miamis  themselves  to  make  a  peace  with  the 
Irwjuois.  The  Sauteur  who  had  already  ascertained  that  the 
Outaouaks  had  intended  to  send  Deputies  to  the  Iroquois  also 
learned  that  two  canoes  were  to  ffo  to  break  heads  amono:  the 
Miamis;  but  we  again  broke  up  their  plans,  and  prevented  this 
•act. 

The  Outagamis  and  the  INfaskoutcchs,  wishing  to  second  the 
Outaouaks  at  the  time  when  they  took  sides  with  the  Iroquois — 
who  had  sent  them  a  large  Collar,  in  order  to  thank  them  for 
having  restored  to  them  five  Chiefs  whom  they  had  captured 
when  on  a  hostile  expedition  against  the  Islinois — resolved,  to 
do  the  Ircxpiois  a  pleasure,  to  massacre  all  the  French  who  were 
coming  doAvn  from  the  country  of  the  INTadouaissioux.  They 
persuaded  themselves  that  they  would,  by  such  a  massacre, 
attract  to  themselves  the  fricndshii)  of  that  hniiglity  nation,  wlio 
had  appeared  greatly  pleased  when  the  Outagamis  had  sent 
back  to  "^^hem  five  slaves  of  their  nation,  whom  the  ^[iamis  had 
given  to  them  to  eat.' — La  Potherie's  Anier.  Scptcuirionalr,  ii, 
pp.  231-244. 

iPart  of  a  letter  from  Frontenac  to  the  French  minister,  relating 
(under  date  of  Nov.  12,  1690)  the  results  of  this  expedition  by  Louviguy 
and  Perrot,  is  given  In  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  65-  67. —  Ed. 
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1689:    ALGONKIN,  HURON,  AND  IROQUOIS  POLITICS. 

[Letter  of  Etienne  de  Carheil,  a  Jesuit  missionary,  to  Count  Fronte- 
nac;  written  from  Mackinac,  probably  in  November,  1689.] 

[Synopsis:  CarlieiP  writes  to  tlic  governor  wamino*  him  of 
the  dissatisfaction  prevalent  among  the  Ottawas,  who  are , in- 
clined to  form  an  alliance  with  the  Iroquois.  Carheil  vigor- 
ously denounces  the  inaction  and  timidity  of  recent  French 
policy  toward  the  Iroquois,  and  says  that  there  is  nothing  left 
for  the  Algonkins  save  to  secure  peace  as  best  they  can^  for  the 
French  no  longer  protect  them.  The  Hurons  at  Mackinac  are 
really  taking  the  same  course  as  the  Ottawas,  but  are  more 
politic  and  crafty  in  their  methods.  If  these  tribes  are  allowed 
to  make  peace  for  themselves,  the  Iroquois  and  the  Dutch  will 
monopolize  the  fur  trade,  to  the  exclusion  of  Canada.  Carheil 
warns  the  governor  that  he  cannot  count  upon  the  aid  of  the 
upper  tribes,  if  he  shall  decide  to  make  war  upon  the  Iroquois. 
They  have  released  the  prisoners  from  that  nation,  and  have 
forcibly  indicated  their  contempt  for  the  French  alliance ;  their 
reasons  for  this  are  given  at  length.  They  reproach  the  French 
with  weakness  and  cowardice,  and  taunt  them  with  having 
accomplished  so  little  in  the  Seneca  campaigns.  They  regard 
the  French  alliance  as  also  injurious  to  their  trade,  in  which 
they  get  more  advantage  from  the  Fnglish.  Carheil,  after 
summarizing  the  case,  adds:  '^From  this  it  Avill  be  seen  that 
our  savages  arc  much  more  enlightened  than  one  thinks;  and 
that  it  is  dilHcult  to  conceal  from  their  penetration  anything 
in  the  course  of  ail'airs  that  may  injure  or  serve  their  interests." 
He  urges,  accordingly,  vigorous  meastires  by  the  governor 
against  either  the  Iroquois  or  their  inciters,  the  Dutch.] — Jcs, 
llehiions,  Ixiv,  i)p.  11,12, 

intienne  de  Carheil  came  to  Canada  in  166G,  and  two  years  later  was 
assigned  to  the  Iroquois  mission,  where  he  labored  until  1683.  In  1CS6 
he  was  sent  to  the  Huron-Ottawa  mission  at  Michilliniackinac.  in  which 
he  continued  until  about  1704,  by  which  time  the  Hurons  had  deserted 
that  post  for  the  new  settlement  at  Detroit.  Carheil  (hen  relurnod  to 
Quebec,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  the  French  towns  on  Uio  St^ 
Lawrence.    He  died  in  172G,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.— Eu. 


I'I<;RK()T'S  OvSTl'NSOKH  .M.  1(,,S(, 

Silver  solcil  (ot  i)>trnsi)i  iiiiii  i  uivcu  by  Ni(,-()lns  IVnol,  I'umioIj 
coiiMiiandaiit  ol  llu-  West,  lo  St.  l-iaiivois  X a\  km  in ission  at  I);< 
Pere.  in  1().S(,.    Now  in  nuistnini  ol  Wisi-oiisin  Hisloiical  So 
cicty  at  Madi  soil .    Till' t  rails  1  at  i oil  ot  t lu*  eiiy  i  a\'c<l  l)asc' 
reads:    "Tliis  soliel  wasKivrn  by  INh.  Nicolas  iVr 
lot  to  till'  mission  of  St.  lMain,''»i^  X.ixu  i  .w 
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1690-91:    PBRROT'S  DEALINGS  WITH  V/ISCONSIN  TRIBES;  HE 
ESTABLISHES  A  FORT  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI,  NEAR 
THE  WISCONSIN. 

[From  La  Potherie.] 

The  arrival  of  the  French  at  Michilimakinak  was  heard  of  at 
La  Baye.  The  Chief  of  the  Puans,  a  man  of  sense,  who  greatly 
loved  our  nation,  resolved  to  th^vart  the  design  of  the  Outagamis 
to  kill  our  people.  He  went  to  find  them,  and  made  them  be- 
lieve that  Onontio  had  sent  Le  Petit  Bled  d'Inde  [Perrot]  with 
three  hundred  Iroquois  from  the  Sault,  as  many  more  Abena- 
quis,  all  the  l^epiciriniens,  and  six  hundred  Frenchmen,  to 
revenge  himself  for  their  evil  project.  The  Outagamis  pre- 
cipitately quitted  their  ambuscade,  and  went  back  to  their 
Village.  This  Chief,  who  w^as  afraid  that  they  would  learn 
of  his  ruse,  went  to  meet  Perrot  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bay ;  the 
latter  promised  to  keep  his  secret,  and  presented  to  him  a  gold- 
trimmed  jacket.  A  contrary  wind  compelled  them  to  halt 
there  for  a  time,  and  Perrot  had  an  opportunity  to  become 
acquainted  with  all  that  had  occurred  at  La  Baye.  The  Outa- 
gamis had  taken  thither  their  hatchets,  which  were  dulled  and 
broken,  and  had  compelled  a  Jesuit  brother  to  repair  them ; 
their  Chief  held  a  naked  sword,  ready  to  kill  him,  while  he 
v/orked.  The  brother  tried  to  represent  to  them  their  folly, 
but  was  so  maltreated  that  he  had  to  take  to  his  bed.  The  Chief 
then  prepared  ambuscades,  in  order  to  await  the  French  who 
were  to  return  from  the  country  of  the  Nadouaissioux.  All  the 
peoples  of  the  Bay  had,  it  is  true,  good  reason  to  complain,  be- 
cause our  people  had  gone  to  carry  to  their  enemies  all  kinds 
of  munitions  of  war;  and  one  could  not  be  astonished  that  we 
had  so  much  difficulty  in  numaging  all  tliose  people.  Perrot 
sent  back  the  Puan  Chief  to  the  Outagamis,  to  tell  thcni  on  his 
behalf  that  he  had  learned  of  theii  design  against  his  young 
men,  and  would  ])unish  them  for  it;  and,  to  let  them  know  that 
he  was  not  disturbed  by  all  their  threats,  that  he  liad  stMit  back 
all  his  men,  except  fifty  Frenchmen ;  that  he  had  three  hundred 
musket-shots  to  fire,  and  enough  provisions  with  which  to  receive 
them;  that  if  he  should  by  eliaiice  oncoiinler  any  one  of  their 
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nation,  he  could  not  answer  for  the  consequences;  and  that  it 
wonld  be  useless  for  them  to  ask  him  to  land  at  their  village. 

The  Puan  chief  returned  to  La  Baye,  where  he  exaggerated 
still  further  what  Perrot  had  said  to  him.  The  Renard  Chief 
visited  him  expressly  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  matter,  and 
dared  not  wait  for  PeiTot.  He  departed  with  eighty  of  his 
warriors  to  march  against  the  ISTadouaissioux,  after  he  had 
given  orders  to  the  people  of  his  village  to  assure  Perrot  in  his 
behalf  that  he  loved  him,  and  to  take  great  pains  to  entertain 
him  well.  He  proceeded  to  the  post  of  the  Frenchmen  who 
were  sojourning  in  the  country  of  the  Nadouaissioux ;  as  they 
were  afraid  of  him,  they  gave  him  presents — a  gun,  a  shirt,  a 
kettle,  and  various  munitions  of  war ;  and  he  told  them  that 
Le  Petit  Bled  delude  had  resolved  to  recall  them  to  La  Baye. 
This  news,  which  was  not  very  agreeable  to  them,  induced 
them  to  quit  that  establishment ;  and  they  retired  to  a  place 
eighty  leagues  farther  inland,  Avhere  they  engaged  the  Nadou- 
aissioux  to  go  hunting,  and  to  return  to  them  in  the  Winter. 
The  Outagamis  profited  by  this  opportunity  to  attack  the 
^Nadouaissioux,  of  whom  they  slew  many,  and  took  several  cap- 
tives. The  alarm  was  immediately  given  among  the  villages; 
the  warriors  fell  upon  them,  and  likewise  slew  many  of  the 
Outagamis,  and  took  some  captives.  The  Chief  fought  on  the 
retreat  with  extraordinary  courage,  and  would  have  lost  many 
more  of  his  people  if  he  himself  had  not  made  so  firm  a  stand 
at  the  head  of  his  band. 

The  Miamis,  who  had  heard  the  report  that  Perrot  would  soon 
arrive  at  La  Baye,  set  out  to  visit  him,  to  the  number  of  forty, 
loaded  with  Beaver-skins ;  when  they  came  near  the  house  of 
the  Jesuits,  canoes  were  sent  to  them  that  they  might  cross  a 
little  stream.  The  Chief  sent  his  young  warriors  to  erect  some 
cabins;  when  those  had  been  made,  they  all  resorted  thither, 
in  order  to  consult  about  the  interview  that  they  expected  to 
hold  with  Sieur  Perrot.  An  incident  happened  to  a  Saki  wlio 
was  at  the  time  in  his  cabin;  while  he  was  sitting  on  the  fioor,  a 
kettle  which  hung  over  the  firo  fell  over  him,  and  part  of  his 
body  was  burned,  as  he  wore  only  an  old  raccoon-skin.  He 
littered  a  yell,  with  contortions  that  made  those  who  were  pros- 
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ent  laugh,  despite  the  compassion  which  they  could  not  help 
feeling  for  him.  A  Frenchman  said  to  him,  jestingly,  that  a 
man  as  courageous  as  he  was  ought  not  to  fear  the  fire ;  that  it 
was  the  proper  thing  for  a  warrior  such  as  he  to  sing ;  but  that, 
to  show  him  that  he  felt  grieved  at  the  accident,  he  would  lay 
over  the  scalded  part  a  plaster,  consisting  of  a  brasse  of  tobacco. 
The  Sidvi  replied  that  such  an  act  showed  good  sense;  and  that 
the  tobacco  had  entirely  healed  him.  The  Miamis  sent  to  beg 
Perrot  to  visit  them  in  their  cabins,  that  he  might  point  out  to 
them  a  place  where  he  desired  them  to  assemble.  The  place 
of  rendezvous  was  the  house  of  the  Jesuits,  to  which  they 
brought  one  hundred  and  sixty  Beaver-skins,  which  they  piled 
in  two  heaps.  The  Miami  Chief,  standing  by  one  of  them, 
spoke  after  this  fashion:  ^'My  Father,  I  come  tell  thee  that 
thy  dead  men  and  mine  are  in  the  same  grave;  and  that  the 
Maskoutechs  have  killed  us,  and  have  made  us  eat  our  own 
flesh.  My  three  Sisters,  who  were  made  prisoners  in  the  year 
of  the  Battle  with  the  Tsonnontouans,  seeing  that  the  Iroquois 
were  routed  by  Onontio,  escaped  from  their  hands.  Some  Mas- 
koutechs, whom  they  encountered  at  the  river  of  Chikagon,  found 
on  their  way  two  Frenchmen  v/ho  were  returning  from  the  Isli- 
nois,  and  assassinated  them.  Their  dread  that  the  women 
would  make  known  this  murder  led  the  assassins  to  break  their 
heads ;  but  they  carried  away  the  scalps,  wliich  they  have  given 
us  to  eat,  saying  that  they  were  tho^c  of  some  Iroquois.  Tho 
Spirit  has  punislied  those  assassins  by  a  malady  which  lias 
caused  them  and  all  their  children  to  die;  at  last  one  of  them 
confessed  his  crime  when  he  was  dying.  Those  Beaver-skins 
which  thou  seest  on  the  other  side  tell  thee  that  we  have  no  will 
but  thine;  that,  if  thou  tellest  us  to  weep  in  silence,  we  will  not 
move." 

Perrot  made  them  several  ]>roscnt.s,  and  si)okc  to  thoiu  in 
nearly  the  following  words:  ''My  brothers,  I  dcdight  in  your 
repose,  and  war  is  odious  when  you  fight  against  tho  ]\raskou- 
tech ;  ho  is  brave,  and  will  slay  your  young  men.  T  do  not 
doubt  that  you  could  destroy  him,  for  you  an^  more  niuiKM-ous 
and  more  warlike  than  he;  but  desperation  will  drive  him  to  ex- 
tremity, and  he  has  arrows  and  war-clubs,  which  he  can  handle 
11 
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with  skill.  Besides,  the  war-fire  has  heen  lighted  against  the 
Irocjuois,  and  will  be  extinguished  only  when  he  ceases  to  exist. 
War  was  declared  on  your  account  when  he  swept  away  your 
families  at  (^hikagon;  those  dead  persons  are  seen  no  longer, 
for  they  are  covered  by  those  of  the  Frenchnien  whom  the  Iro- 
quois have  betrayed  through  the  agency  of  the  Englishman — 
Avho  was  our  Ally,  and  npon  whom  we  have  undertaken  to 
avenge  ourselves  for  liis  treacherous  conduct.  We  have  also 
for  an  enemy  the  Loup,  who  is  his  son.  Accordingly,  we  shall 
not  bo  able  to  assist  you  if  you  undertake  war  against  the  j\ras- 
koutechs.'' 

After  he  had  delivered  this  speech  to  them  he  also  made  two 
heaps  of  merchandise;  and,  displaying  tliese,  continued  thus: 
^^I  place  a  mat  under  your  dead  and  ours,  that  they  may  sleep 
in  peace ;  and  this  other  present  is  to  cover  tliem  with  a  ])iecc 
of  bark,  in  ord(u*  that  bad  weather  and  rain  may  not  disturb 
them.  Onontio,  to  whom  I  will  make  known  this  assassination, 
will  consider  and  decide  what  is  best  to  do.''  The  j\Iiamis, 
then,  had  reason  to  be  satisfied ;  since  they  begged  him  to  locate 
his  establishment  npon  the  llissisipi,  near  Ouiskensing  [Wis- 
consin], so  that  they  could  trade  with  him  for  their  Peltries. 
Tlie  Ohief  made  him  a  present  of  a  piece  of  ore  which  came 
from  a  very  rich  Lead  Mint^,  which  he  had  found  on  the  bank 
of  a  stream  which  empties  into  the  ]\[issisipi  ;^  and  Perrot  prom- 
ised them  that  he  would  within  twenty  days  establish  a  post 
below  the  Ouiskonche  [Wisconsin]  river.  The  Chief  then  re- 
turned to  his  Village. 

All  tlie  Saki  (Ihiefs  and  the  Pouteouatemis  asseud)led  near 
the  Jesuit  house.  Perrot  gave  them  presents  of  guns,  tobacco, 
and  ammunition,  and  (^ncouragxMl  them  to  deal  lu\rder  blows 
tlian  ever  at  the  TnKpiois,  to  whom  no  one  was  a  friend  ;  and  he 
told  tlu^m  how  utterly  knavish  the  Irtxjuois  wer(\  }\v  ^nid  I  hat 
the  Miamis  should  distrust  ihcir  arlful  words  and  tlieir  fine 
Collars,  whicli  were  only  so  many  biiits  to  lure  them  into  tluur 
nets;  and  that,  if  they  should  uuforlimately  fall  into  those 
snares,  Onontio  could  not  drMw  thorn  (tut.     lie  told  tlnMii  th;it 


1  Probably  the  Galena  river. —  Ed. 
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they  had  cause  to  be  <>lad  that  they  had  continued  in  their  fidel- 
ity notwithstanding  all  the  foolish  proceedings  of  the  Outaouaks, 
who  had  tried  to  induce  the  ^lianiis  to  espouse  their  interests 
instead  of  his.  He  repeated  to  tliem  the  details  of  all  that  he 
had  said  to  the  nations  on  Lake  Huron ;  and  also  made  them 
understand  that,  if  they  declared  themselves  in  favor  of  the 
Iroquois,  they  could  go  to  live  among  them,  since  he  would 
not  suffer  them  to  remain  upon  our  lands.  They  protested  that 
they  would  never  stray  from  their  duty  ;  and  that,  although  the 
Outaouaks  had  always  been  their  friends,  they  were  resolved  to 
perish  rather  than  to  abandon  the  cause  ol  the  French. 

When  Perrot  had  reached  a  small  Puan  village  which  was 
near  the  Outagamis,  the  Chief  of  the  ^Maskouteclis  and  two  of 
his  Lieutenants  arrived  there.  They  entered  Perrot's  cabin, 
excusing  themselves  for  not  having  brought  any  present  by 
which  they  could  talk  to  him,  as  their  village  was  upon  his 
route ;  the  Chief  entreated  him  to  sojourn  there,  as  he  had 
something  of  importance  to  connnunicate  to  him.  Although  we 
were  greatly  offended  with  both  them  and  the  Outaganiis,  who 
had  sworn  the  ruin  of  the  French  who  were  among  the  jS^adou- 
aissioux,  Perrot  promised  to  stop  at  their  village  in  order  to 
forget  the  resentment  that  he  felt  toward  them  and  to  pardon 
them  their  error,  Avhich  had  been  made  oidy  through  the  fault 
of  the  Ivenards. 

The  Sakis  returned  by  way  of  the  Outagamis,  to  whom  they 
reported  all  that  had  been  said  to  them.  Perrot  encountered 
two  Outagami  Chiefs,  who  came  to  nn^et  him;  they  approached 
him  trembling,  and  begged  him,  in  the  most  submissive  terms, 
to  land,  in  order  to  hear  them  for  a  little  while.  After  he  had 
landed,  they  lit  a.  fire,  and  laid  on  the  ground  a  Beaver  robe  to 
serve  him  as  a.  carjiet,  on  which  he  seated  himself;  ihoy  were 
so  beside  themselves  that  i'uv  a  time  llu^y  eonld  not  speak. 
Finally  one  of  them  Ix^gan  to  talk,  saying:  "The  Outaganiis 
liave  done  wrong  not  to  reniend)er  what  thou  didst  formerly 
tell  them.  Since  tlu^y  became  acciuainted  witli  thee  tlK)U  hast 
never  deceived  them;  and  when  they  do  not  sec^  thee  they  h^t 
thernselvc^s  be  carried  away  by  tlie  s()licita(i(U)s  ef  tlic*  Oula»ninks 
and  otiieis  wlio  try  to  induce  them  to  ;d>an(K>n  tlie  FnMich.  I 
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have  tried  to  prevent  our  people  from  undertaking  anything 
against  thy  young  men;  but  they  would  not  believe  me,  and 
I  have  been  alone  in  my  opinion.  When  they  learned  that  thou 
wert  coming,  they  were  afraid  of  tliee,  and  have  begged  me  to 
tell  thee  on  their  behalf  that  they  ^\  ish  to  see  thee  in  their  vil- 
lage, in  order  to  reunite  themselves  to  thy  person — which  they 
have  not  altogether  abandoned,  since  if  they  had  carried  out  the 
scheme  with  which  the  Outaouaks  inspired  them  against  the 
French,  they  would  have  taken  care  of  thy  children.  As  for 
me,  I  have  taken  no  part  in  their  Conspiracy;  and  on  tliat 
account  I  have  come  to  meet  thee,  to  entreat  that,  if  tbou  wilt 
not  grant  me  anything  for  them,  thou  wilt  at  least  not  refuse  to 
come  and  listen  to  them,  out  of  consideration  for  me." 

It  was  very  difficult  to  obtain  fron)  those  peoples  all  the  sat- 
isfaction which  we  had  desired.  Their  gi'oat  distance  from  us 
prevents  us  from  reducing  them  to  obedience;  and  the  bluster- 
ing manner  v/hich  must  be  assumed  with  them  was  the  best 
policy  that  could  be  adopted  to  make  them  fear  us.  Perrot, 
who  understood  their  character,  yielded  the  point  out  of  consid- 
eration for  this  Chief,  and  promised  to  remain  with  them  half 
a  day,  in  order  to  listen  to  their  words.  The  Chief  went  away 
to  console  his  people ;  he  came  back  alone  to  meet  Perrot,  to  ask 
him  that  he  would  land  at  the  village.  Another  Cliief,  seeing 
that  the  French  did  not  leave  their  canoes,  said  that  they  were 
afraid.  Our  nicn  answered  that  we  did  not  fear  tbem,  and  that 
the  weapons  of  the  French  were  aide  to  nuike  them  repent,  if 
they  had  the  temerity  to  ofl'er  us  any  alfront.  The  first-named 
Chief  was  greatly  inecnscMl  against  tliis  one,  and  said  to  his 
countrymen :  Outagamis,  will  you  always  bo  fools  ?  You 

will  make  the  Frencbman  embark,  and  bo  will  abandon  us. 
What  will  become  of  us cnn  we  ])lant  our  liidiLs  it'  \\v  will  ]\ot 
allow  it'^"  Thronghoiit  (be  Village  there  were  endless  Ha- 
rangues, to  (piiet  those  who  were  seditious,  and  to  induce  th«^ 
others  to  give  sieur  Perrot  a  good  re('ei)tion.  The  head  Chief 
conducted  him  to  his  own  cabin,  where  were  present  the  most 
influential  men  of  the  tribe,  who  said  to  him  "Welcome!"  while 
ofhn-ing  him  every  token  of  kind  feeling.  Two  young  men 
entindy  naked,  armed  as  warriors,  laid  at  liis  fcot  two  packages 
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of  Beaver-skins ;  and,  sitting  down,  cried  out  to  him,  "^Ye  sub- 
mit to  thy  wishes,  and  entreat  thee  by  this  Beaver  to  forget  our 
foolish  acts.  If  thou  art  not  content  Avith  this  atonement,  attack 
us ;  we  will  suffer  death,  for  avc  are  willing  to  atone  with  our 
blood  for  the  fault  that  our  nation  has  committed.''  -All  these 
acts  of  submission  had  no  other  object  than  to  procure  ammuni- 
tion and  weapons  for  the  Peltries,  foreseeing  that  he  would  re- 
fuse these  supplies  to  them.  Perrot  made  them  understand  that 
he  had  come  to  their  village  only  to  hear  them;  that,  if  they 
repented  of  their  inconsiderate  demands,  he  would  pardon  them ; 
that,  although  they  might  escape  from  one  hand,  he  would  hold 
them  tightly  with  the  other;  that  he  was  holding  them  by  no 
more  than  one  finger,  but  that,  if  they  would  bestir  themselves 
a  little,  he  would  take  them  by  the  arms  and  gradually  bring 
them  into  a  safe  place  where  they  could  dwell  in  peace. 

All  the  Chiefs  begged  him,  one  after  another,  to  receive  them 
under  his  protection,  imploring  him  to  give  them  ammunition 
for  their  Peltries  so  that  they  could  kill  game  to  make  soup  for 
their  children.  He  would  not  grant  them  more  than  a  small 
amount.  A  war-Chief,  who  carried  in  his  hand  a  dagger, 
thought  that  Perrot's  Clerk  had  not  given  him  enough  powder, 
and  spoke  so  fiercely  to  him  that  the  clerk  yielded  all  he  asked. 
Perrot  was  greatly  irritated  against  them,  and  undertook  to 
have  everything  taken  back  to  the  cai.oes ;  but  after  some  ex- 
planation ho  recog-nized  that  the  Chief  had  no  bad  intention. 
Those  peoples  are  so  brutal  that  persons  who  do  not  understand 
them  suppose  that  they  are  always  full  of  anger  when  they  are 
speaking. 

Their  trading  being  ended,  the  Frenchmen  reembarked ;  tliey 
did  so  very  o})port\inely,  for  the  desperate  frame  of  mind  in 
which  the  Outaga,mis  found  themselves  the  next  day,  at  tidings 
of  the  defeat  of  their  pe(>[)le  by  the  Nadouaissioux,  would  havo 
made  them  forget  the  alliance  which  they  had  just  renewed ;  in 
the  secpiel,  they  made  that  feeling  sufficiently  evident.  Tho 
French  arrived  at  a  place  a  little  below  the  village  of  the  ^las- 
koutechs,  where  they  encamped.  The  Chi(^fs,  accompanied  by 
tbeir  faniilies,  came  to  receive  Perrot  on  the  bank  o{  \\\viv  v'wcv; 
thoy  entrcMited  him  to  enter  a  cabin  ;  and  by  a  package  of  Beaver- 
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skins  they  told  him  that  they  covered  the  dead  whom  their 
people  Ijad  assassinated,  includinii'  three  ^iiauii  Slaves  who  had 
escaped  from  the  Iroquoh.  By  ^mothar  present,  they  heaeed  thst 
he  wmild  ailovr  thern  to  estahli?ii  rut-ir  vill^^e  iit  the  sani-.^  phi^v 
where  the  French  were  gMing  to  serrle :  rhar  rhey  wculd  deiiiun- 
strate  to  him  their  fidelity,  and  wonld  trade  with  him  for  their 
Peltries.  Perrot  told  them  that  they  had  a  right  to  settle  wher- 
ever they  pleased ;  but  that,  if  he  permitted  them  to  come  near 
the  French,  they  must  turn  their  war-clubs  against  the  Iroquois 
only;  that  they  must  hang  up  the  hatchet  against  the  ^N'adou- 
aissioux  until  the  fire  of  the  Iroquois  should  be  wholly  extin- 
guished. He  told  them  that  since  Onontio  had  undertaken  war 
against  the  Inxpiois  (who  was  his  son) — on  account  of  the 
Miamis  who  had  been  slain  at  Chikagon,  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
Maskoutechs  themselves,  who  had  lost  their  families — he  could 
chastise  the  IN'^adouaissionx  more  easily  than  they  were  aware, 
when  he  saw  that  all  his  children  were  uiiiting  their  forces  with 
his  to  destroy  the  common  foe.  On  the  uvxt  day  they  ])resented 
to  the  Frenchmen  a  buffalo  and  some  Indian  corn,  which  was  of 
great  assistance  to  them  during  the  rest  of  their  journey.  He 
disclosed  to  them  tlie  i)roject  formed  by  all  the  nations — the 
Miamis,  the  Outagamis,  the  Kikabous,  and  many  of  the  Islinois. 
All  these  tribes  were  to  assendde  at  the  AFissisipi,  to  march 
against  the  "JSTadouaissionx.  Tlie  Miamis  were  to  command  the 
army;  the  Maskoutechs  also  were  under  obligation  to  join 
them,  in  order  to  avenge  the  assassination  of  the  J\[iami  Slaves. 
At  that  moment  some  Outagamis  brought  the  news  of  the  defeat 
of  their  people  by  the  lYadouaissioux  ;  and  they  secretly  invd 
to  induce  the  Maskouteclis  to  unite  with  them  against  the 
French,  who  lisid  furnished  weaj)()ns  to  tlieir  enemi(»s.  Vhc 
Maskoutechs  wei-e  careful  not  to  (Mubroil  lbemsel\i\s  wilh  the 
F^rench  ;  and  the  dihicndty  which  th(\y  bad  alr(>adv  experienced 
in  reinstating  themselves  in  the  good  graces  of  the  latter  hin- 
dered tliem  from  undertaking  iiny  enterprise  which  woubl  dis- 
please the  French.  I'hese  Outagamis,  who  liad  got  wind  of 
Perrot's  sending  to  La,  Baye  a  canoe  loathMl  with  I\>Uries.  wiMit 
to  inform  their  ('hief  of  it;  he  stMit  out  sonu^  lueu  to  carry  it 
away.    Tlie  Frenchmen  in  the  canoe,  hearing  at  night  (he  noise 
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of  paddles,  and  suspecting  that  the  savages  were  going  to  capture 
them,  hastily  slipped  among  the  tall  reeds,  which  they  traversed, 
without  being  perceived. 

Perrot  reembarked,  with  all  his  men,  in  good  order;  he  en- 
countered at  the  [Fox-Wisconsin]  portage  a  canoe  of  French- 
men who  were  coming  from  the  country  of  the  I^Tadouaissiou-x. 
Ho  warned  them  not  to  trust  the  ]\[askoutechs,  who  would  plun- 
der them;  but  his  warning  was  in  vain.  Some  of  that  nation, 
discovering  them,  bestowed  upon  them  every  kindness,  entreat- 
ing them  to  stop  and  rest  themselves,  op  their  way,  at  their 
village ;  but  the  Frenchmen  had  no  sooner  arrived  there  than 
they  were  pillaged.  The  other  Frenchmen  reached  the  Mis- 
sisipi';  Perrot  dc^tached  ten  men  to  warn,  in  behalf  of  ]\lonsieur 
do  Frontenac,  the  Frenchmen  who  wei'O  among  the  Xadouais- 
sioux  to  proceed  to  ]\[ichilimakinak.  Perrot's  establishment 
was  located  below  tlie  Ouiskonche,  in  a  place  very  advanta- 
geously situated  for  security  from  attacks  by  the  neighboring 
tribes.^  The  great  Chief  of  The  Alianiis,  having  learned  that 
Perrot  was  there,  sent  to  him  a  \var-(1iief  and  ten  young  war- 
riors, to  tell  him  that,  as  his  village  was  four  leagues  farther 
down,  he  was  anxious  to  sit  down  with  Perrot  at  tlu:  lattcr's 
fire.  That  Chief  proceeded  thither  two  days  hiter,  accompanied 
by  twenty  men  and  his  women,  and  presented  to  the  Frenchman 
a  piece  of  ore  from  a  lead  ]\[ine.  Perrot  pretended  not  to  be 
aware  of  the  usefulness  of  that  mineral;  he  even  reproached 
the  Miami  for  a  simihir  present  by  which  he  pretended  to  cover 
the  death  of  the  two  Frenchmen  Avhom  the  Maskoutechs  had 
assassinated  with  the  three  ]\Iiami  wom(ni  who  had  escaped  from 
an  Iroquois  vilhige.  The  Cliief  was  utterly  astonished  at  such 
discourse,  iuuigining  that  Perrot  was  ignorant  of  their  deed; 
and  told  him  that,  since  he  knew  of  that  alVair,  he  would  do 
whatever  Perrot  wished  in  the  matter.  The  Chief  also  assured 
him  that,  when  the  Allies  were  assemblcMl,  lu^  would  u\:\kc  them 

1  There  are  no  data  sufficient  for  the  exact  location  of  this  post;  it  waa 
probably  not  far  from  the  present  Dubuque,  Iowa  —  at  which  place,  and 
at  Galena,  111.,  were  located  the  lead  mines  often  mentioned  by  La 
Potherie;  and  later,  by  Charlevoix,  as  "Porrot's  mines."  See  Wis.  Hist. 
Volls.,  X,  pp.  301-333.— Eu. 
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turn  the  hatchet  against  the  Iroquois ;  but  that  until  they  came 
to  the  general  llendezvous  it  Avas  necessary  that  he  himself 
should  he  ignorant  of  their  design,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
there  Avitli  his  tribe  and  be  able  to  raise  a  large  troop  against 
the  Iroquois.  The  ice  v/as  now  strong  enough  to  support  a 
man ;  and  the  Maskoutech  Chiefs  had  sent  to  him  a  warrior  to 
inform  him  that  the  Outagamis  were  far  advanced  into  the  coun- 
try of  the  E'adouaissioux,  and  prayed  the  !Miamis  to  hasten  to 
join  them ;  but  the  latter  had  replied  that  they  would  do  nothing 
without  the  Frenchman's  consent. 

The  Tchiduakouingoues,  the  OuaouiartanonSj^  the  Pepikokis, 
the  Mangakekis,  the  Pouankikias,  and  the  Ivilataks,  all  ]\[iami 
tribes,  coming  from  all  directions,  marched  by  long  stages  to 
reach  that  Rendezvous.  The  first  five  of  these  tribes  were  the 
first  to  arrive,  with  their  families,  at  the  French  post ;  the  other 
bands  would  have  perished  fiiom  hunger  if  the  Tchiduakouin- 
goues  had  not  been  at  hand  with  a  good  supply  of  provisions. 
Perrot  made  them  many  presents,  to  induce  them  to  turn  their 
war-club  against  the  Iroquois,  the  common  enemy.  They  ex- 
cused themselves  from  a  general  advance,  asserting,  nevertheless, 
that  all  their  young  men  would  go  in  various  detachments  to 
harass  the  Iroquois  youth,  and  carry  away  some  of  their  heads. 
Put,  far  from  keeping  their  promise,  they  amused  themselves 
for  an  entire  month  with  hunting  cattle;  meanwhile,  all  the 
warriors  who  had  joined  the  Outagamis  and  Maskouteclis  were 
intending  to  march  against  the  JSTadouaissioux,  while  the  old 
men,  women,  and  children  would  renuiin  with  the  French. 

The  Savage's  mind  is  difficult  to  understand ;  he  speaks  in 
one  way  and  thinks  in  another.  If  his  friend's  interests  accord 
with  his  own,  he  is  ready  to  render  him  a  service;  if  not,  he 
always  takes  the  path  by  whicli  he  can  most  easily  attain  liis 
own  ends;  and  he  makes  all  his  courage  consist  in  deceiving  \hc 
enemy  by  a  thousand  artificers  and  knaveries.  The  French  were 
warned  of  all  the  Savages'  intrigues  by  a  J\lianii  woman;  all 
these  hostile  actions  would  have  gn^atly  injured  Perrot's  scheme 

'Ouiatanons  (Wavvaiation ;  called  Wens  by  the  English)  :  a  tribo  alliod 
to  tlifc  Miainis;  in  the  eighteenth  ((Mitiiry  they  were  residinK  aloii^  the 
"Wabash  river.— Ei). 
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that  they  should  turn  their  weapons  against  the  Iroquois — who, 
moreover,  were  delighted  that  these  peoples  should  be  thus 
divided  among  them  selves,  for  whatever  discord  could  be  aroused 
among  them  was  the  only  way  by  which  their  plans  could  be 
made  to  fail.  Perrot  sent  for  the  Chief  of  the  Miamis;  he 
made  him  believe  that  he  had  just  received  a  letter  which  in-  ' 
formed  him  that  the  Maskou techs — jealous  at  seeing  themselves 
obliged,  by  way  of  satisfaction,  to  join  their  war-club  to  that  of 
their  Allies — had  won  over  the  Outagamis,  and  that  they  would 
by  common  consent  attack  the  Miamis  while  on  the  general 
march  against  the  l^adouaissioux.  The  Chief,  believing 
Perrot's  statement,  did  not  fail  to  break  up  the  band  of  his 
warriors,  and  sent  them  the  next  day  to  hunt  buffalo ;  they  also 
lield  a  war-feast,  at  which  they  swore  the  ruin  of  the  ]\Iaskou- 
techs.  The  Outagamis,  who  had  displayed  more  steadfast  cour- 
age than  did  the  other  Allies,  finding  that  they  were  advanced 
into  the  enemy's  country,  consulted  the  medicine-men  to  ascer- 
tain whether  they  were  secure.  Those  Jugglers  delivered  their 
Oracles,  which  were  that  the  Spirits  had  showed  them  that  the 
Sauteurs  and  the  iSTadouaissioux  were  assembling  to  march 
against  them.  Whether  the  devil  had  really  spoken  to  them 
(as  is  believed  in  all  Canada),  or  they  were  seized  with  fear  at 
finding  themselves  alone^ — without  assistance — however  that 
might  be,  they  built  a  Fort^  and  sent  their  Chiefs  and  two  war- 
riors to  Perrot,  begging  that  he  would  go  among  the  Nadouais- 
sioiix  to  clieck  tlieir  advance,  and  thus  enable  the  Outagamis, 
with  their  families,  to  take  refuge  in  their  own  village. 

The  Miamis  would  actually  have  engaged  in  battle  witli  the 
Maskoutechs,  if  the  Frenchman  had  not  dissuaded  their  Chief 
from  doing  so.  They  received  tlie  Out^gami  Chief  with  all 
possible  honors;  he  told  them  that  their  pcojilc  were  dead. 
Perrot  asked  him  how  many  the  dead  were,  lie  replicnl :  "I 
do  not  know  anything  positively;  but  I  believe  that  tli(\v  all  are 
dead,  for  our  Diviners  saw  the  Nadouaissioux  assembU*  tog(4ber 
in  order  to  come  against  us;  they  are  very  numerous,  and  we 
are  greatly  troubled  on  account  of  our  women  and  cliildrcn, 
who  are  with  us.  The  old  men  have  sent  me  to  the«\  to  In^g  tliw 
to  deliver  us  from  the  danger  into  wliich  wt^  have  too  blindly 
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rushed;  they  hope  that  thou  wilt  go  among  the  ^N^adouaissioux 
to  stop  their  advance.'^  Perrot  told  him  that  they  ought  not  to 
place  any  confidence  in  their  Jugglers,  who  are  liars ;  and  that 
it  was  only  the  Spirit  who  could  see  so  far.  "^ot  at  all/'  re- 
plied the  Outagami;  '^the  Spirit  has  enabled  them  to  see  what 
they  have  divined,  and  that  is  sure  to  happen."  The  !Miamis 
were  strongly  in  favor  of  advancing.  The  Frenehnian,  who 
felt  obliged  by  the  orders  that  he  had  received  from  ]\[onsieur 
de  Frontenac  to  keep  everything  quiet  among  the  Allies,  con- 
cluded that  it  would  be  best  to  avert  an  attack  so  fatal  to  the 
Outagamis ;  their  destruction  would  have  been  very  detrimental 
to  the  Frenchmen  who  happened  to  be  in  those  regions,  because 
the  Savages,  who  are  naturally  unrulj^,  would  have  taken  the 
opportunity  to  vent  their  resentment  against  them,  lie  made 
them  understand,  however,  that  since  the  safety  of  a  band  of 
their  nation  was  concerned,  he  would  go  to  nuike  some  attempt 
at  ameliorating  their  situation.  lie  encountered  on  the  voyage 
five  cabins  of  Maskoutcchs,  a  village  which  was  preparing  to  go 
to  the  French  establishment  to  trade  there  for  ammunition. 
He  told  them  the  reason  for  his  de[)arture,  and  warned  them  not 
to  trust  themselves  with  the  jSTadouaissioux. 

Perrot  finally  arrived  at  the  French  Fbrt,^  where  he  learned 
that  the  I^adouaissioux  were  forming  a  largo  Avar-party  to  seek 
out  the  Outagamis  or  some  of  their  Allies.  As  he  was  then  in 
a  place  under  his  own  authority,  he  made  known  his  arrival  to 
the  Nadouaissioux,  whom  he  found,  to  the  number  of  four  hun- 
dred, ranging  along  the  ]\Iissisi])i  in  ord(u*  to  carry  on  stune 
warlike  cnterj)rise.  The}^  would  not  allow  his  men  to  nMurn 
to  him,  and  themselves  came  to  the  Fort,  to  which  they  ihu-kinl 
from  all  sides  in  order  to  pillage  it.  The  Conunantbmt  de- 
mau<h'(l  why  their  young  meu  appeared  so  frightened  at  the  V(M*y 
time  when  he  came  to  visit  his  Itrotliers  in  orihM*  to  gl\(*  thorn 
life.    A  Chief,  arising,  nuuh^  th(^  warriors  retire,  iuu\  ordered 

1  Apparently  referring  to  a  fort  previously  erected  by  Perrot  on  the 
upper  Mississippi;  it  may  have  been  his  supposed  winter-qua rter.s  ( IGS.S- 
8G)  near  Trempealeau,  Wis.,  or  else  one  of  the  two  forts  that  ho  Iniiit  on 
Lake  Pepin.  Regarding  the  locations  of  early  French  forts  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  x,  pp.  299-372.— Ku. 
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them  to  encamp.  When  their  camp  Avas  made,  Pcrrot  sum- 
moned their  leading  men,  and  tohl  them  that  he  had  come  to 
inform  them  that  the  [Miamis,  the  Outagamis,  the  Islinoi.s,  the 
Ifaskoutechs,  and  the  ]iikahons  had  formed  an  army  of  four 
thousand  men  to  fight  with  them ;  that  they  were  to  marcli  in 
three  parties — one  along  the  ^fissisi])i,  another  at  a  day's  j(uir- 
ney  farther  inland,  but  following  the  river,  and  a  third  at  a 
similar  distance  from  the  second.  He  told  tlicm  tliat  he  had 
stayed  this  torrent  that  was  going  to  carry  tliem  away ;  but  find- 
ing tliem  by  chance  in  this  locality,  he  exliort(Hl  them  to  return 
to  tlieir  families  and  hunt  Beavers.  They 'replied  with  much 
haughtiness  that  they  had  left  home  in  order  to  seek  death ;  and, 
since  there  were  men,  they  were  going  to  fight  against  tliem, 
and  would  not  have  to  go  far  to  find  them.  They  exchanged 
some  Peltries ;  when  that  was  done,  they  sent  to  ask  Pcrrot  to 
visit  their  camp,  and  there  manifested  to  him  the  joy  that  they 
felt  at  his  saying  that  they  would  find  their  enemies,  entreating 
him  to  allow  them  to  continue  their  route.  He  tried  all  sort.s 
of  means  to  dissuade  them  from  this  pui'[)()se;  but  they  still  re- 
plied that  they  had  gone  away  to  die;  that  the  S[)irit  had  given 
them  men  to  eat,  at  three  days'  journey  from  the  French;  and 
that  Pcrrot  had  invented  a  falsehood  to  tliem,  since  their  Jug- 
glers had  seen  great  fires  far  away.  They  even  ])ointed  out  the 
}>laccs  where  these  fires  Vv^ere:  one  was  ()ii  this  sid(\  and  at  soim^ 
distance  inland;  another  somewhat  farther,  and  dee[)er  inland; 
and  a  third  they  believed  to  be  the  lire  of  the  Outagamis.  All 
these  statements  were  true,  for  the  five  cabins  of  the  ^Faskoutechs 
were  at  three  days'  journey  from  the  French  establishment ; 
their  village  was  on  one  side,  the  Fort  of  the  Outagamis  oppo- 
site, and  the  Miamis  and  Tsliuois  at  a  considerable  tlistancc 
fartlicr.  it  is  believed  that  the  (I(mih)u  el'leu  sjH'aks  to  llii'  Sav- 
ages; our  Missionaries  even  chiiin  to  lia\'e  iH'cogiiized  him  on  sev- 
eral occasions.  There  was  much  truth  in  what  the  (^vil  spirit 
had  couimuiiieatcd  lo  their  .lugglers.  ()th(>r  exju'd ic^jil s  iiiu>t 
hv.  (Miiployed  to'  stop  tluMu  ;  to  gain  tluur  alt(Mitiou,  FiM-rot  gavi' 
tluMii  two  kettles  and  soum^  other  \\ares,  saying  to  them  with 
these:  'T  desire  yon  lo  li\'e;  bnl  I  am  sni'e  that  yon  will  l)e 
■defecated,  for  your  devil  has  deceived  you.     What  1  have  told 
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you  is  true,  for  I  really  have  kept  back  the  Nations,  who  have 
obeyed  me.  But  you  are  now  intending  to  advance  against 
them  ;  the  road  that  you  would  take  I  close  to  you,  my  brothers, 
for  I  am  not  Avilling  that  it  should  be  stained  with  blood.  If 
you  kill  the  Outagamis  or  their  allies,  you  cannot  do  so  without 
:first  striking  me ;  if  they  slay  you,  they  likewise  slay  m.e ;  for 
I  hold  them  under  one  of  my  arms,  and  you  under  the  other. 
Can  you  then  do  them  any  Avrong  without  doiug  it ;  0  me  Ho 
was  holding  the  Calumet  which  tliey  had  suLg  to  him  when  he 
iirst  made  discovery  of  their  jSTation ;  he  presented  it  to  them 
to  smoke,  but  they  refused  it.  The  insult  which  they  thus 
offered  was  so  great  that  he  flung  the  Calumet  at  their  feet,  say- 
ing to  them  :  ''It  must  be  that  I  have  accepted  a  Calumet  which 
dogs  have  sung  to  me,  and  that  they  no  longer  remember  what 
they  said  to  me.  In  singing  it  to  me,  they  chose  me  as  their 
Chief,  and  promised  me  tliat  tliey  Avould  never  make  any  ad- 
vance against  their  enemies  when  I  presented  it  to  them ;  and 
yet  today  they  are  trj^ing  to  kill  me."  Immediately  a  war- 
Chief  arose,  and  told  Perrot  that  he  Avas  in  the  right ;  he  then 
extended  it  toward  the  Sun,  uttering  invocations,  and  tried  to 
return  it  to  Perrot's  hands.  Tlic  latter  replied  that  he  would 
not  receive  it  unless  they  assured  him  that  they  would  lay  down 
their  weapons.  The  Chief  huug  it  on  a  ])ole  in  the  open  place 
within  the  Port,  turning  it  toward  the  Sun ;  then  he  assembled 
all  the  leading  men  in  his  tent,  and  obtained  their  consent  that 
no  hostile  advance  should  be  made.  He  then  called  Perrot 
thitlier,  and  sent  for  the  Calumet;  he  placed  it  before  him,  one 
end  in  the  earth  and  the  other  held  upright  by  a  small  forked 
stick.  lie  drew  from  his  war-])Ouch  a  pair  of  moccasins,  beau- 
tifully made;  then  ho  took  oft'  Pcrrot's  shoes,  and  with  his  own 
hands  put  the  moccasins  on  the  Frencinrian's  feet.  Finally  he 
presented  to  him  a  dish  of  dried  grapes,  and  throe  times  ])ut 
some  of  the  fruit  in  Perrot/s  mouth.  After  he  bad  eat<^n  these, 
the  Chief  took  tlie  (^alnmet  and  said  to  liini:  "I  rcMiuMuluM*  all 
that  these  men  promised  to  thee  when  they  ])resented  to  thee  this 
Calumet;  and  now  we  listen  to  thee.  I'hon  art,  depriving  us  of 
the  prey  that  the  Spirit  had  given  us,  and  thon  art  giving  life 
to  ouv  (>nemies.    Now  do  for  ns  what  thou  hasl  Aouc  for  tluMn, 
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and  prevent  them  from  slaying-  us  when  we  are  dispersed  to  hunt 
for  Beaver,  which  we  are  going  to  do.  The  Sun  is  our  witness 
that  we  obey  thee." 

Quiet  was  restored  by  the  good  management  of  Sieur  Perrot, 
who  returned  to  his  establishment.  He  related  to  the  Maskou- 
techs,  who  came  to  meet  him,  all  that  he  had  accomplished 
among  the  ISTadouaissioux  in  favor  of  them  and  their  Allies; 
and  compelled  them  to  settle,  with  the  Kikabous,  at  a  place  two 
days'  journey  from  him  near  a  Miami  village — in  order  that, 
if  the  ISTadouaissioux  should  happen  to  Ijreak  their  promise, 
these  tribes  might  be  able  to  resist  them.  They  sent  a  band  of 
forty  warriors  against  the  Iroquois,  and  brought  back  some  of 
their  scalps. 

The  French  discovered  the  Mine  of  lead,  which  they  found 
in  great  abundance;  but  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  the  ore,  since 
the  mine  lies  between  two  masses  of  roek — which  can,  however, 
be  cut  away.  The  ore  is  almost  free  from  impurities,  and  melts 
easily;  it  diminishes  by  a  half,  when  placed  over  the  fire,  but, 
if  put  into  a  furnace,  the  slag  would  ])e  only  one-fourth. 

The  Outaouaks,  seeing  that  all  was  quiet  among  the  tribes  of 
the  South,  rightly  judged  that  now  they  could  easily  carry  fire 
and  sword  among  those  peoples.  The  Alliance  Avhich  they  de- 
sired to  contract  with  the  Iroquois  continually  possessed  their 
minds;  and  however  great  the  ascendancy  that  the  Jesuits  had 
gained  over  them,  or  the  skill  with  which  Monsieur  de  Louvigni 
managed  them,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  submission  to  Monsieur 
de  Frontenac's  orders,  nothing  could  prevail  over  their  caprice. 
They  left  Michilimakinak,  to  the  number  of  three  liundred, 
and  formed  two  war-Parties  ;  one  was  to  join  the  Tslinois  against 
t-Jie  Ozages  and  the  Kanc^as,^  and  the  otlier  was  to  disperse  into 
the  country  of  the  Nadouaissioux.  Their  ourse  of  conduct 
could  only  be  very  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  French 
Colony,  which  would  thus  be  prevented  from  receiving  general 
aid  frouL  all  the  Southern  tribes  against  the  Innpiois.  Wlien 
they  had  arrived  at  the  Buy  des  Puans,  tlu\y  could  not  refrain 

iThe  Osages  and  Kansas,  Siouan  tribes,  formerly  looatpil  on  tho  rivors 
thus  named.  See  Dorsey's  "Migrations  of  Siouan  Tribes,"  In  Amcr. 
Naturalist,  xx,  pp.  211-222.— Ed. 
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from  shouting  that  they  found  in  their  road  a  very  precipitous 
place,  which  they  did  not  believe  they  could  scale  or  overturn. 
''There  is  ^[etaininens/^  they  said,  ''who  is  going  to  stretch  out 
legs  of  iron,  and  will  compel  us  to  retrace  our  steps;  Lut  let  us 
liiakc  an  effort,  and  perhaps  we  shall  get  over  them."  They 
remembered  that  he  had  restrained  them  at  Michilimakinak, 
after  the  raid  of  the  Iroquois  upon  ilic  island  of  ^[ontreal. 
Their  fear  that  we  would  exiisperate  the  minds  of  certain  tribes 
in  that  region  made  them  speak  thus.  .Monsieur  de  Louvigni 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  inform  them  that  Perrot  had  pledged 
the  Outagamis  to  our  cause,  ami  knew  that  he  could  acc(jmplish 
a  great  deal  in  circumstances  oi  such  importance.  Perrot  was 
])rudent  enougli  to  say  nothing  to  the  Outaouaks  about  their 
enterprise;  ho  only  inquired  from  some  of  the  war-Chiefs  if 
they  had  not  some  letters  from  Aiichilimakinak  to  give  him. 
They  told  him  that  they  had  none,  and  that  they  were  going  to 
seek  for  the  bones  of  their  dead  among  the  Nadouaissioux,  hop- 
ing that  he  would  consent  to  their  ])roject,  as  the  Jesuit  Fathers 
and  Monsieur  de  Louvigni  had  done.  lie  treated  them  werj 
affably,  and  had  them  smoke  a  pipe,  without  saying  anything  to 
them  of  other  matters.  Some  one  privately  gave  him  the  name 
of  the  Chief  who  had  hidden  one  of  his  hitters;  Perrot  went  to 
see  this  Chief  at  night,  and  demanded  why  he  had  not  given 
him  the  letter.  "Dost  thou  not  sup})ose,"  he  said  to  him,  "that 
the  Spirit  Avho  has  made  Writing  will  be  angry  witli  thee  for 
liaving  robbed  me?  Thou  art  going  to  war;  art  tliou  im- 
mortal ?"  'Jlie  Chief  was,  of  course,  soiiunvhat  surprised,  imag- 
ining that  the  other  had  had  some  revelation  in  regard  to  the  loi- 
ter; he  restored  it  to  i^Trot,  and  on  the  next  day  asked  him  to 
tell  what  he  had  read  therein.  The  substance^  of  it  was,  that  lie 
])ositively  niiist  restrain  tlie  Ontaonaks;  oi\  i1"  lie  cnidd  not  (K) 
tliat,  he  must  rencU'r  them  obje(;ts  of  sns[)icinn  to  th(^  Outagamis. 
The  (  ■hief  of  the  Piians  was  extrenudy  friendly  to  th(^  b^'eucli, 
to  whom  he  oiVered  any  service  that  h(^  couhl  rcMuhM";  ]\v  was 
thoroughly  convinced  that,  if  the  Outaouaks  shouhl  advaure.  all 
the  otlier  nations  would  undoubtedly  foUow  them,  and  that  an 
army  of  two  thousand  warriors  wouhl  hr  foruuMb  .Ml  the 
prominent  men  of  that  nation  desired  to  hear  the  spetH-h  thai 
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Perrot  was  going  to  deliver  to  tliem ;  and  it  was  in  the  following 
manner  that  he  addressed  them,  holding  his  Calnmet  in  his 
liand,  and  having  at  his  feet  twelve  brasses  of  tobacco:  ^^Cina- 
gots,  OutaonakSj  and  you  other  warriors,  I  am  astonished  that, 
after  having  promised  me  last  year  that  you  would  have  no  other 
Avill  than  Onontio's,  you  should  tarnish  his  glory  by  depriving 
him  of  the  forces  that  I  liave  with  much  labor  obtained  for  him. 
How  is  this?  you  who  are  his  children  are  the  first  to  revolt 
against  him.  I  come  from  a  country  where  I  have  hung  up  a 
briglit  Sun,  to  give  light  to  all  the  nations  that  I  have  seen — 
who  now  can  leave  their  families  in  quiet,  without  fearing  any 
stonns,  while  warriors  are  seeking  to  avenge  the  bones  of  their 
dead  among  the  Iroquois;  but  you  are  trying  to  cause  clouds 
there  which  will  give  birth  to  thunderbolts  and  lightnings,  in 
order  to  strike  them,  and  perhaps  to  destroy  even  us.  I  love 
Peace  in  my  country;  I  have  discovered  this  land,  and  Onontio 
has  given  the  charge  of  it  to  me;  and  he  has  ])romised  me  all  his 
young  men  to  punish  those  who  undertake  to  stain  it  with  blood. 
You  are  my  brothers;  I  ask  peace  from  you.  If  you  are  going 
to  war  with  the  Nadouaissioux,  go  by  way  of  Chagouamigon,  on 
lake  Superior,  where  you  have  already  begun  Avar  with  them. 
What  will  Onontio  say  when  he  learns  of  the  measures  that  you 
are  taking  tO'  deprive  him  of  the  aid  that  he  is  expecting  from 
you,  and  from  his  other  children,  whom  you  are  trying  to  seduce  ? 
You  have  forgotten  that  your  Ancestors  in  fonner  days  used 
earthen  Pots,  stone  Hatchets  and  Knivco,  and  Bows ;  and  you 
will  be  obliged  to  use  them  again,  if  Onoiitio  abandons  you. 
What  will  become  of  you  if  he  becomes  angry  ?  He  has  under- 
taken war  to  avenge  you,  and  he  has  maintained  it  against  na- 
tions far  stronger  than  you.  Know  that  he  is  the  nuister  of 
Peace,  when  ho  so  wills; the  Iroquois  are  asking  it  from  him,  and 
it  would  be  made  if  he  did  not  f(^ar  that  you  would  b(^  uiiuK'  its 
victims,  ami  that  tlie  enemy  woukl  pour  out  upon  you  his  ven- 
geance, to  satisfy  the  shades  of  the  many  families  that  he  has 
sacrificed  on  your  account.  With  wluit  excuses  will  you  de- 
fend yourselves  before  him  from  all  ihv  chnrgea  that  will  be 
made  against  you  ?  ('(^•iso  this  hostile  advance  which  he  for- 
bids to  yon.    I  do  not  wash  the  blackened  counteminces  of  your 
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warriors ;  I  do  not  take  away  the  War-club  or  the  Bow  that  I 
gave  you  on  Onontio's  behalf;  but  I  recommend  to  you  to  em- 
ploy them  against  the  Iroquois,  and  not  against  other  nations. 
If  you  transgress  his  orders,  you  may  be  sure  that  the  Spirit 
who  made  all,  who  is  master  of  life  and  of  death,  is  for  him; 
and  tliat  he  knows  well  how  to  punish  your  disobedience  if  you 
do  not  agree  to  my  demands."  He  lighted  his  Calumet,  and, 
throwing  to  them  the  twelve  brasses  of  toljacco,  continued :  ^'Let 
us  smoke  together ;  if  you  wish  to  be  children  of  Onontio,  here 
is  his  Calumet.  I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  him  of  those  who 
choose  to  set  him  at  naught." 

He  presented  it  to  them,  but  there  was  one  war-Chief  who  re- 
fused it;  the  result,  however,  was  inore  propitious  than  Perrot 
expected.  The  Puans,  seeing  that  the  only  question  now  at  is- 
sue was  to  appease  this  man,  offered  to  him  the  Calumet,  and 
made  him  a  present  of  six  kettles,  Avith  two  Porcelain  Collars. 
The  next  day,  they  made  a  solemn  Peast  for  the  Outaouaks,  and 
sang  the  Calumet  to  them.  At  the  time  when  these  three  hun- 
dred warriors  set  out  to  return  to  ^^lichilimakinak,  a  young  war- 
rior, with  several  of  his  comrades,  left  the  troop,  in  order  to  con- 
tinue their  march  against  the  N^adouaissioux.  The  Outaouaks, 
who  had  fully  decided  to  forget  all  their  resentment,  were  so  of- 
fended at  this  proceeding  that  they  tlirew  all  the  baggage  of 
these  men  into  the  river,  and  dragged  their  canoe  more  than  a 
hundred  paces  up  on  the  land. — La  Potherie's  Avier.  Scptciitri- 
onale,  ii,  pp.  244-27G. 


1695:   NORTHWESTERN  INDIANS  AT  QUEHEr:  Ml'RON 
INTRIGUIOS. 

This  fortunate  return  of  ihe  convoy  from  Fort  Fmntcnac  wa.s 
not  the  sole  pleasure  of  so  fine  a  day.  It  had  boon  prooedod, 
some  hours,  by  the  arrival  of  Siour  Nicolas  Porrot  from  the 
Outawais  and  Farthest  Nations,  with  ton  or  twelve  (^Mn«vs  of 
Poutewatamis,  Sacs,  Folios  Avoinos  [J\1(Mioiir)iioosJ,  OutaganiivS, 
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and  Miaiiiis  of  Maramek.^  This  was  on  the  14th  of  August, 
and  the  following  is  the  substance  of  the  news  the  Count  [Fron- 
tenae]  received  by  them  in  a  letter  from  Sieur  Delamotte,  and 
from  the  reports  of  Perrot  and  the  Frenchmen  who  came  do^Ti 
with  him. 

Neivs  from  the  Outawais. 

The  Outagamis  have  spared  the  lives  of  the  Iroquois  prisoners  ' 
that  had  been  presented  by  the  Wawaiation"  of  Chegagou  [Chi- 
cago] in  the  Spring,  with  the  intention  of  employing  them,  in 
return,  in  negotiating  with  the  enemy.  The  apprehension  that 
the  Cioux,  who  have  mustered  some  two  or  three  thousand  war- 
riors for  the  purpose,  would  come  in  large  numbers  to  seize  their 
Village,  has  caused  the  Outagamis  to  quit  their  country  and  to 
disperse  themselves  for  a  season,  and  afterwards  to  return  to 
save  their  harvest.  They  are,  then,  to  retire  towards  the  river 
Wabaclie,  to  form  a  settlement  therc^ — so  much  the  more  per- 
manent as  they  will  be  removed  from  the  incursions  of  the  Ciou, 
and  in  a  position  to  effect  a  junction  easily  with  the  Iroquois 
and  the  English,  without  the  French  being  able  to  prevent  it. 
Should  this  project  be  realized,  it  is  very  ai)parent  that  the  Mas- 
coutin  and  the  Ivekai)OU  would  be  of  the  party,  and  that  the 
three  Tribes,  forming  a  new  village  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  would  experience  no  difliculty  in  considerably  increas- 
ing it,  by  attracting  other  nations  thither,  which  Avould  be  of 
most  pernicious  consequence.  But  we  hu-ve  every  reason  to  hope 
that  the  efficient  orders  issued  by  the  Count,  and  the  care  that 
Sieur  Delamotte  will  take  to  execute  them,  will  dispel  all  those 
fogs.  He  will  not  possibly  effect  this  object  with  as  much  fa- 
cility as  ho  broke  up  a  party  of  JIurons  who  were  on  the  point 
of  embarking  on  a  war  expedition  against  the  Cioux;  for  with  a 
Belt^  and  a  f(nv  w()rds,  full  indeed  of  energy,  ho  b:id  llio  good 
fortune  to  disi)el  this  storm  at  the  hr.st  conference. 

iMarameg  (Maramek)  :  the  early  name  of  the  Kahiniazoo  river,  which 
discharges  its  waters  into  Lake  Michigan,  in  Allegan  county,  Mich.  -ICd. 
i^Ouiantanons:  see  p.  152,  ante,  note. — En. 

8 Of  wampum  beads  —  the  English  phrase  which  corresponds  to  the 
French  "collar  of  porcelain." — Ed. 
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All  Sieur  Delaj\rotte's^  penetration,  however,  did  not  ]n'event 
some  Ilurons,  among  Avliom  Avas  the  Baron's  son,  proceeding, 
unknown  to  him,  with  the  consent  of  all  the  ]^ations,  both  of 
Michilimakina  and  its  vicinity,  to  the  Village  of  the  Senecas, 
to  make  their  peace,  independent  of  Onontio.  They  carried,  for 
this  purpose,  fourteen  Belts,  of  which  some  of  the  better-dis- 
posed Hurons  secretly  and  mysteriously  furnished  him,  eight 
days  after  their  departure,  with  the  explanation,  the  substance 
whereof  is  briefly  as  follows:  '^Our  Father  has  vexed  us;  he 
has  long  since  deceived  us.  We  now  cast  away  his  voice;  we 
will  not  hear  it  any  more.  We  come  without  his  participation 
to  make  peace  with  you,  and  to  join  our  arms.  The  C.'hief  at 
Michilimakina  has  told  us  lies;  he  has  made  us  kill  one  another; 
Our  Father  has  betrayed  us.    We  listen  to  him  no  more." 

These  deputies  have  carried  back  to  the  Senecas  three  of  their 
men,  in  order  to  give  them  up.  Tw^o  of  these  are  to  remain  at 
the  village,  and  the  other  is  to  return  with  some  influential  Iro- 
quois for  the  purpose  of  having  an  interview^,  in  the  latter  ])art 
of  August,  with  all  the  Lake  Tribes,  and  causing  the  existing 
war  to  be  succeeded  by  a  durable  peace  and  close  alliance. 

It  is  a  misfortune  that  it  was  impossible  to  anticipate  the 
Embassy  of  those  Indians,  as  this  blow  could  have  been  certainly 
averted.  But  it  must  be  understood  that  when  they  are  deter- 
mined to  kec])  a  secret,  the  policy  of  the  most  expert  ^fachiavc^ 
lian  w^ould  fail  against  their  flnesse  and  deception,  daubed  over 
with  the  whitewash  of  sincerity  ana  the  fairest  appearances  in 
the  Avorld. 

Whilst  the  Baron  was  at  ]\lo]itreal,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
acting  the  part  of  tlie  couchant  dog  and  listening  with  apparent 
submission  to  Onontio's  voice,  all  this  fine  scheme  was  concoct- 
ing in  tli(i  Uj)])er  (\)untry ;  and  what  was  AN'onderful  is,  that  the 
resolution  of  (he  (\)un('il  was  taken  and  ci)ncbid(Ml  before  he 

1  A  Reference  to  Antoine  de  la  Mothe  Cadillac.  y\ho  came  to  America 
"When  tt  young  man,  and  settled  in  Acadia.  Losing  all  his  property  there 
by  English  incursions  (lG90-i)l),  he  removed  to  Quebec,  and  Froutenac 
gave  him  an  appointment  in  the  colonial  troops.  From  1694  to  1697,  he 
was  commandant  at  Michillimaekinac;  in  1701  he  established  the  post  of 
Detroit,  which  he  governeil  during  ten  years,  and  from  17112  to  17ir>  he 
was  governor  of  J^ouisiana.    He  died  in  l^'rance.  Oct.  18.  1730. —  Ei). 
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started  to  come  do^^ni,  although  the  Traitor  gave  no  other  excuse 
for  his  voyage  than  an  ardent  desire  which  consumed  him  to 
come  and  hear  his  Father's  will  in  order  blindly  to  obey  it. 

But  this  is  pretty  tedious.  Learn  what  is  passing  among  the 
Outawais  to  be  persuaded  how  much  they  would  be  disposed  to 
make  their  peace  with  the  Iroquois,  independent  of  the  Count, 
were  they  not  vigorously  opposed.  Let  us  enter  now  into  the 
Council  with  those  recently-arrived  Nations  and  witness  the  au- 
dience Onontio  is  giving  them. 

Being  assembled  on  the  sixteenth  of  August,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Governor,  Intendant,  and  several  officers,  Onanguisse, 
Chief  of  the  Poutouatamis,  opened  the  meeting  with  the  follow- 
ing speech : 

''Father,  I  come  here,  seeing  all  my  Nation  deranged,  in  or- 
der that  you  may  restore  them  to  their  senses.  This  it  is  that 
brings  me  hither  without  a  present,  and  makes  me  look  upon 
you  with  my  eyes.  I  wish  the  Cioux,  the  Sacs,  the  Miamis,  and 
the  Outagamis  may  listen  to  your  voice.  As  for  me,  half  your 
heart  is  in  mine,  and  I  have  no  will  but  yours.  I  have  been  sur- 
prised that  the  Kikakons,  the  Outawais  of  Sable,  Ilurons,  and 
others  of  Michilimakina  whom  you  call  your  children,  are  not 
hearkening  to  your  voice  today,  and  that  on  the  contraiy  they 
seem  to  wish  to  upset  the  earth  and  deceive  you ;  whilst  T,  who 
have  not  seen  you  for  a  long  time,  am  always  inclined  to  obey 
your  wishes,  as  I  have  done  since  my  infancy.  Up  there  at 
Michilimakina  I  have  respected  your  Avord ;  I  have  adhered  to 
it,  and,  not  being  able  to  resist  all  those  other  nations,  have 
adopted  the  resolution  to  come  down  to  acquaint  you,  that  you 
may  apply  the  remedies  you  will  consider  necessary.  Wlien 
the  Indians  I  have  named  to  you  (;ome  liore  to  see  you  and  call 
you  Fatlicr,  I  feed  sorry  that,  immedijitcly  nftor  thoy  are  out  of 
your  presence,  ihcy  alter  their  language  and  act  contrary  to  what 
they  proniised ;  whilst  I,  no  matter  what  injury  the  otlier  na- 
tions may' inflict  on  me,  do  exactly  wliat  y»Mi  desire  u\v.  I  liave 
even  be<'n  killed  by  the  Ciou ;  you  forbad  me  to  avenge  myself, 
and  I  hiive  obeyed  your  word.  The  memory  I  have  cherished  of 
your  forriK^r  words  alone  lialh  kept  my  feet  within  tlie  paths  of 
duty,  for  we  Inive  not  had  any  one,  t'oi-  a  long  time,  with  ns  io 
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communicate  yonr  wishes  to  us,  and  have  ahnost  heen — I,  Pou- 
touatami,  and  the  Sacs,  and  the  Puans,  and  the  Folles  Avoines — 
as  if  we  had  no  Father,  being  at  a  distance  the  one  from  the 
other.  Those  of  Michilimakina  are  incessantly  telling  you  that 
it  is  they  alone  who  wage  war  against  the  Iroquois,  though  we 
wage  it  more  than  they;  and  they  tell  you  that  sort  of  stories 
only  in  order  to  stand  better  with  you.  I  wowld  wish  that  the 
Cioux,  the  ^liamis,  and  the  Outagamis  wage  war  no  more 
against  each  other. 

Colubi,  Chief  of  the  Sacs,  took  up  the  word  and  said :  ''The 
French  exhorted  him  to  come  here,  and  he  accordingly  came 
down  in  his  present  poor  condition.  He  retained  in  his  recol- 
lection, since  last  year,  the  Word  of  his  Father,  Avho  commanded 
him  to  keep  his  tomahawk  always  in  his  hand,  and  to  turn  it 
only  against  the  Iroquois;  and  this  is  what  he  has  done.  Al- 
though he  formerly  made  war  against  the  Cioux,  he  had  resisted 
the  entreaties  of  the  Outagamis  and  l\laskoutins  to  attack  them, 
regarding  them  now  as  brothers."  ''Fatlier,"  he  added,  ^'I 
come  to  tell  you,  that  although  the  Oiitagami,  or  the  Fox,  is  my 
relative,  yet  I  could  not  dissuade  nor  prevent  him  last  winter 
going  to  war  against  the  Cioux." 

Kioulous-Xoio,  Chief  of  the  Folk's  AA'oines,  said  that  he  had 
nothing  to  add  to  the  s])eech  of  ()iiang\iissc ;  like*  him,  lie  ob- 
served his  Father's  word. 

Onanguisse  resumed,  and  spol  e  for  j\[akateinang\vas,  an 
Outagami  or  Fox,  saying  in  his  behalf  what  follows:  ''Father, 
though  killed  by  the  Ciou  neither  I,  nor  any  of  my  family  liave 
desired  to  niak(^  war  on  him  as  half  my  I'ribe  hath  doius  rv'col- 
lecting  that  Onontio  my  father  hath  forbad  me  so  to  do.  I  do 
not  aj)])rove  of  my  Nation  wishing  to  make  ;in  alliance  and  peace 
with  the  Iro((uois,  juid  T  come  to  advi.-e  yon  o{  it,  and  lo  tell  you 
that  I  have  not  clnuiged  my  mind,  aiid  am  always  obedient  to 
you." 

Mes.sitonga,  or  Le  Harbn  |''lbe  bearded  mun"!,  a  Minmi  of 
Maramek,  said :  ''Tbongh  at  a  gi-(>al  (listanc*(\  I  be:n  d  \\\y 
Father's  voice,  and  have  no  other  opinion  bnt  ibat  of  Onan- 
guisse  and  of  the  odiers  who  vouw  to  sjx^ak,  and  no  olbiM-  ilioniilil. 
than  to  nudve  war  against  th(»  Iroqnois.  Wiien  th(>  ('ion  kills 
me,  r  bow  my  bead,  and  recollcHM  IIimI  niy  l'';i(b(U-  Inis  forbjid  me 
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to  turn  my  tomahawk  against  him.  I  have  not  yet  heard  you. 
I  complain  that  the  !Miamis  of  the  river  Saint  Joseph  rescue  by 
force  from  us,  and  spare  the  lives  of,  the  Iroquois  prisoners  we 
are  bringing  home.  I  am  come  here  to  ascertain  whether  it  be 
by  your  order  that  these  sorts  of  violences  are  conmritted,  as  I 
have  not  heretofore  understood  your  thoughts,  except  by  Perrot, 
in  whom  we  hesitate  to  place  confidence,  the  French  and  the  In- 
dians saying  that  he  is  but  a  pitiful  fellow.  I  come  here  to 
hearken  to  you,  and  to  offer  you,  as  I  did  last  year,  my  body, 
covering  up  your  dead  who  were  killed  by  the  Iroquois,  and  to 
tell  you  that  you  are  Master  of  my  Tribe,  which  is  that  of  the 
Crane.''  He  then  presented  a  Beaver  ro])e,  and  added :  '^I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  your  thought  from  your  own  lips, 
and  have  heard  your  word  only  as  Perrot  repeated  it  to  me  from 
you.    This  has  brought  me  down  here." 

Onanguisse  demanded  if  it  were  true  that  Onontio  had  per- 
mitted Nassawakwet,  as  he  had  told  him,  and  Sieur  de  Tonty,^ 
to  go  to  war  against  the  Kanzas  and  other  Mississippi  tribes. 

Sieur  Perrot  presented  a  robe  on  the  part  of  the  Pepicoijuis, 
who  also  are  Miamis  of  Maramek,  whereby  they  said  that  they 
covered  the  French  dead,  and  the  Miamis  slain  in  the  Iroquois 
country.  This  robe  was  stained  red,  to  sliow^  that  they  remem- 
bered the  Frencli  who  died  for  them,  and  whom  they  were  de- 
sirous of  revenging. 

Onanguisse  told  Onontio,  individually  and  in  private,  that 
it  was  not  he  but  Perrot  that  had  brought  the  Outagami  or  the 
Fox — whose  heart  he  believed  was  false ;  who  despised  not  only 
the  French,  but  all  other  jSTations  also;  the  Outagami,  however, 
was  not  the  only  one  that  had  conceived  bad  thoughts,  inasmuch 
as  the  ^Mascoutin  had  a  still  worse  heart  than  he. — N.  Y.  Coloiu 
Docs.,  ix,  i)p. 

1  Henri  de  Tonty,  a  young  French  officer,  came  to  Canada  In  1078  with 
La  Salle,  and  shared  his  fortunes  until  the  hitter's  death.  Tonty  re- 
mained at  his  fort  on  the  Illinois  river  until  1700  —  striving,  against 
many  hindrances,  to  maintain  the  fidelity  of  the  Western  tribes  to  the 
French,  and  to  secure  the  ascendency  of  France  in  the  Mississippi 
region.  Deprived,  by  a  royal  decree,  of  Fort  St.  Louis,  Tonty  went  in 
1700  to  join  Iberville's  colony  at  Biloxi,  Miss.;  four  years  later,  he  died 
at  Mobile  from  yellow  fever.  See  Legler'a  "Henry  de  Tonty,"  in  Park- 
man  Club  Puhlications,  No  3,  (Milwaukee,  1896).— En. 
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1697:    NORTHWESTERN  INDIANS  AT  QUEBEC;  FRONTENAC'S 
POLICY  TOWARD  THEM. 

Mr.  de  Lamotte-Oadillac  arrived  at  J^iontreal  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  Au^ist,  with  a  number  of  Indians  belonging  to  the  Up- 
per ISTations  and  several  canoes  of  Frenchmen ;  he  repaired  to 
Quebec  four  or  five  days  after,  with  the  principal  Chiefs.  Af- 
fairs w^ere  in  great  confusion  throughr^ut  all  those  countries,  and 
the  different  ISTations  allied  to  us  seemed  disposed  to  wage  war 
among  themselves.  The  Scioux  had  made  two  attacks  on  the 
Mianiis ;  these  same  Miamis  had  been  attacked  by  the  Sauteurs, 
and  it  appeared  that  the  four  Outaouais  i^ations  wished  to  take 
the  part  of  these  latter. 

The  Baron,  a  Huron  of  Missilimakinac, — but  who  is  not,  how- 
ever, of  the  family  of  Sataretsy,^  which  gives  the  name  to  the 
JSTation, — had  gone  with  three  or  four  families  to  settle  among 
the  Miamis,  and  continued  his  negotiations  with  the  Iroquois 
for  the  introduction  of  the  English  into  those  countries;  and 
those  Tlurons  who,  we  said,  had  made  application  to  form  a  vil- 
lage near  Orange,  were  of  his  family. 

ISTicolas  Perrot,  a  French  voyageur,  well  known  to  all  those 
nations,  had  been  plundered  by  the  Miamis,  who  w^ould  have 
burnt  him  had  not  the  Outagamis  and  the  Foxes  opposed  such  a 
proceeding. 

The  four  Outaouais  Nations,  the  Poutouatamis,  the  Sacs,  and 
the  Ilurons  had,  at  the  request  of  i\lr.  de  ]>amottc,  organized  dif- 
ferent parties  against  the  Iroquois,  and  more  than  one  hundred 
Seneca  Warriors  were  computed  to  have  been  killed  or  captured 
in  the  course  of  the  Spring.  Mr.  do  Lamotto  had  received  intel- 
ligence of  the  last  blow  struck  on  Lake  Erie,  wliero  UTty-five 

iSataretsy  (Sasteratsi)  was  the  iiamo  of  a  line  of  Huron  chiefs. 
Charlevoix  says  {Jonrn.  Historiqiie,  p.  258)  :  "The  Commandant  desired 
that  I  should  attend  this  Council,  with  the  Oflicors  of  the  Garrison.  Sas- 
teratoi,  whom  our  French  call  King  of  the  Hurons,'  and  who  is  In  real- 
ity the  Hereditary  Chief  of  the  Tionnontatez  [the  Petun.  or  Tobacco 
Hurons],  who  are  the  true  Hurons,  was  present  there;  but  ns  he  is  still 
a  Minor,  he  attended  only  for  form's  sake."    This  was  in  1721. — Ed. 
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Iroquois  were  killed  after  a  fight  on  the  water  of  more  than  two 
hours'  duration.    Our  allies  lost  four  men  on  that  occasion. 

This  defeat  is  the  more  important  as  it  broke  up  the  measures 
the  Baron  had  adopted  with  these  same  Iroquois  for  the  utter 
destruction  of  the  Miamis,  under  cover  of  negotiating  peace  with 
them.  After  the  engagement,  the  Huron  chief,  the  Rat/  who 
commanded  on  the  occasion,  notified  the  Miamis  to  be  on  their" 
guard,  and  not  to  trust  the  Baron. 

The  following  are  the  speeches  of  th^  Outaouacs  and  other  In- 
dians whom  we  have  named.  Longuant,^  Chief  of  the  Kiska- 
kons,  the  first  Tribe,  spoke  for  all.  "Father !  We  are  come  to 
pay  you  a,  visit.  We  are  rejoiced  to  see  you  in  good  health  at 
your  time  of  life.  What  did  the  inland  ISTations  (Gens  des 
Terres)  pretend  to  do  when  they  killed  us  ?  They  were  mis- 
taken in  attacking  us.  I  am  selected  by  our  four  Tribes  to  rep- 
resent the  matter  to  you.  Father !  I  pass  over  this  affair  in  si- 
lence, in  order  to  tell  you  that  the  Miami  hath  robbed  Perrot, 
and  hath  despised  you.  I  participate  in  the  resentment  you 
may  feel  on  the  subject,  and,  as  the  Miami  behaves  insolently, 
our  Village  will  possibly  embroil  the  earth.  As  for  the  Fox,  he 
acted  well  toward  him.  Children  present  themselves  before  their 
father,  to  learn  his  will.  We  are  today  apprehensive  that  the 
Miamis,  who  boast  that  they  Know  how  to  manufacture  powder 
and  arms,  will  come  to  throw  down  our  cabins  by  introducing 

1  A  French  appellation,  conferred  upon  two  Huron  chiefs  in  the  upper 
country,  whence  has  arisen  a  confusion  of  their  identity  by  some  his- 
torical writers.  One  of  these  chiefs  was  Souoias,  who  in  1682  was  an 
envoy  from  his  tribe  (the  Tionnontates;  see  p.  77,  ante)  to  Count 
Frontenac;  he  was  then  their  orator  (see  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  178). 
The  other  was  Kondiaronk,  one  of  the  most  able  and  influential  savages 
of  his  time.  In  1G88  he  treacherously  slew  certain  Iroquois  cnvoy«  who 
were  going  to  Quebec,  and  tluis  was  rekindled  the  war  between  Ibat 
tribe  and  the  French.  But  he  was  afterward  converted  to  the  Christian 
faith  by  the  Jesuit  de  Carheil,  and  during  his  last  years  was  a  friend  of 
the  French.  In  July,  1701,  he  died  at  Montreal,  while  negotiating  for  a 
peace  between  tlie  upper  tribes  and  the  Iroquois,  and  wjis  buried  with 
much  ceremony  by  the  French.  See  Charlevoix's  Nouv.  France,  il.  214, 
215,  273-279;  and  Parkman's  Frontenac. —  En. 

2This  name  is  given  as  Longecamp  by  La  PothtMle. —  Ed. 
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the  English  into  their  country — as  some  had  already  attempted 
to  do  had  we  not  spoiled  their  game  by  the  blow  that  your  chil- 
dren have  just  inflicted  at  Lake  Erie  on  the  Iroquois.  It  is  for 
you  to  deliberate,  and  to  communicate  your  thought  to  us  on 
what  I  now  submit  to  you.  Father !  Eormerly  you  furnished  us 
powder  and  iron  to  conquer  our  enemies,  but  now  we  are  in  want 
of  everything,  and  have  been  constrained  to  sacrifice  ourselves^ 
in  order  to  fight  those  whom  Ave  have  just  destroyed.  They  have 
powder  and  iron.  How  can  we  sustain  [ourselves]  ?  Have 
compassion  then  on  us,  and  consicler  that  it  is  np  easy  matter  to 
kill  men  with  clubs.  Father !  You  have  rebellious  children ; 
there's  the  Sauteur,  who  has  raised  his  tomahawk  against  the 
Miami,  and  is  going  to  kill  him.  If  he  be  revenging  himself, 
can  we  avoid  taking  a  part  in  his  vengeance  ?  Tell  us  what  we 
ought  to  do.  We  are  not  come  here  to  trade,  but  to  hear  your 
word.  We  have  no  beaver ;  you  see  us  entirely  naked ;  have 
compassion  on  us;  it  is  late;  the  season  is  advanced;  our  wives 
and  little  ones  may  be  in  trouble  if  we  delay  longer ;  therefore 
tell  us  your  mind,  in  order  that  we  may  take  our  departure  to- 
morrow." 

Onanguisset,  Chief  of  the  Potouatamis,  observing  that  Lon- 
guant  had  not  thoroughly  explained  what  they  had  agreed  upon 
among  themselves,  took  up  the  Word  and  said:  '^Father! 
Since  we  want  powder,  iron,  and  eveiy  other  necessary  which 
you  were  formerly  in  the  habit  of  sending  us,  what  do  you  ex- 
pect us  to  do  ?  Are  the  majority  of  our  women,  who  have  but 
one  or  two  beavers  to  send  to  Montreal  to  procure  their  little  sup- 
plies,— are  they  to  intrust  them  to  drunken  fellows  who  will 
drink  them,  and  bring  nothing  back  ?  Thus,  having  in  our 
country  none  of  the  articles  we  rcq\iire  and  which  you,  last  year, 
promised  we  should  be  furnished  with,  and  not  want ;  nnd  per- 
ceiving only  this — that  nothing  whatsoever  is  yet  brought  to  us, 
and  that  the  French  come  to  visit  us  no  more — you  shall  never 
see  us  again,  I  promise  you,  if  tlie  French  quit  us;  this,  Father, 
is  the  last  time  we  shall  come  to  talk  with  you.    Father!  Wo 


1  French,  abandonner  nos  corps,  "to  throw  away  our  bodies"  —  an 
Indian  form  of  expression. —  E.  B.  O'Callaoiian. 
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forgot  to  ask  you  what  you  wisli  us  to  do  in  regard  to  the  death 
of  Lafourche"  (meaning  a  Chief  killed  by  the  Canceas,  a  very 
distant  Nation).  ''AVe  shall  not  adopt  any  resolution  without 
knowing  your  wall." 

The  speech  of  this  Indian,  and  the  boldness  with  which  he 
spoke,  closed  every  one^s  lips;  and  the  strongest  opponents  of 
the  Beaver,  the  sole  staple  of  this  country,  were  unable  to  conr 
ceal  their  astonishment,  notwithstanding  the  dissimulation  so 
natural  to  them.  The  country  ojight  to  pray  that  the  threat  of 
this  Indian  may  not  be  soon  fulfilled.  But  it  will  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  prevent  it,  if  the  King  himself  in  that  extreme 
benevolence  which  he  feels  for  all  his  subjects,  apply  not  a 
prompt  and  effectual  remedy  in  the  premises.  The  entire  loss 
of  the  trade  is  not  the  sole  evil  we  have  to  apprehend.  The  gar- 
risons which  might  be  stationed  in  the  respective  posts  in  the 
Upper  Country  will  run  daily  risk  of  being  slaughtered  by  those 
brutal  Tribes,  who  are  so  difficult  of  management.  It  will  be 
impossible  for  them  to  live  there;  the  Commandants  will  be 
without  authority,  having  no  moans  to  enforce  it,  as  formerly, 
by  the  occasional  muster  of  the  Voyageurs — who,  conjoined  with 
the  Regular  troops,  would  impress  the  Indians  with  fear  and 
respect.  The  enemy  will  take  advantage  of  the  coolness  of  our 
allies,  who,  in  consequence  of  this  abandonment,  will  lose  all 
the  confidence  they  once  reposed  in  us ;  the  latter  will  not  fail 
[to  go  over  to]  the  English;  they  will  soon  become  friends,  and 
those  same  Indians,  who  were  the  main  stay  of  Canada,  will  be 
seen  coming  hither  to  procure  scalps,  and  to  compass  its  de- 
struction. 

Will  it  be  possible  to  prevent  the  disbanding  of  our  Coureurs 
dc  bois  ? — who,  being  themselves  deprived  of  a  trade  to  wliich 
thoy  have  been  accustomed  from  their  infancy,  will,  most  as- 
suredly, leave  without  permission,  despite  tlie  orders  of  King 
and  Governor.  If  any  escape,  notwithstanding  nil  the  care 
taken  to  i)revent  them,  who  Avill  be  able  to  arrest  them  in  the 
woods  when  they  will  bo  determined  to  defend  themselves  [and] 
to  carry  their  peltries  to  the  English  ? 

The  Chief  of  the  Foxes  had  only  one  word :  ''What  shall  I 
say  to  my  father?    I  have  come  all  naked  to  see  him  ;  T  can  give 
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him  no  assistance.  The  Scion  ties  my  arms;  I  killed  him  be- 
canse  he  began ;  Father,  be  not  angry  with  me  for  so  doing.  I 
am  come  here  only  to  hear  you  and  execute  your  will.'' 

Count  de  Frontenac  had  them  all  assembled  again  on  the 
tenth  of  September,  and  spoke  to  them  in  this  wise :  ''A  Father 
loveth  his  children,  and  is  very  glad  to  see  them.  You  afford 
mo  pleasure  in  being  rejoiced  at  my  health  in  my  time  of  life. 
You  see  I  love  war;  the  campaign  I  made  last  year  against  the 
Iroquois  is  a  proof  of  it ;  I  ^m  glad  to  repeat  to  you  that  I  love 
my  children,  and  that  I  am  pleased  to  see  them  again  today. 
The  tribes  of  the  interior  (gens  de  terre)  had  no  sense  in  Killing 
those  of  your  Village;  but  you  do  not  tell  me  precisely  what 
nation  it  was  that  struck  that  wicked  blow.  Whilst  waiting  for 
that  information,  do  not  spoil  the  road  between  Missilimakinac 
and  Montreal ;  the  river  is  beautiful ;  leave  it  in  that  condition 
and  do  not  turn  it  black. 

^^I  am  aware  that  the  Miami  has  been  killed  by  the  Sioux, 
and  that  the  former  afterward  lost  his  wits ;  he  has  not  heark- 
ened to  the  advice  of  Mr.  de  Lamotte ;  he  would  have  done  well 
had  he  listened  to  it ;  he  would  not  have  been  killed  as  he  has 
been.  He  has  robbed  Perrot,  'tis  true ;  I  shall  obtain  satisfac- 
tion for  that;  but  you  of  Missilimackinac,  who  have  but  one 
and  the  same  fire,  do  not  think  of  creating  confusion  in  the 
country;  turn  your  Tomahawk  only  toward  the  land  of  the  Iro- 
quois. You  perceive  that  there  a  -e  French  chiefs  and  warriors 
among  the  Miamis ;  it  may  have  evil  consequences.  You  live 
in  peace  in  your  wigwams;  your  wives  and  children  ramble 
fearlessly  and  without  danger  through  your  prairies.^  If  you 
redden  the  earth  of  the  Miami,  you  will  run  the  risk  of  fre- 
quently seeing  your  wives  and  little  ones  scalped.  Pay  atten- 
tion, then,  to  my  word.  The  Miamis  arc,  also,  my  cliildreu. 
I  order  the  Eosident  Chief  among  them  to  get  the  principal  men 

iThe  French  word  is  deserts,  which  shouhi  bo  transUitcd  "clcariugs," 
since  there  were  no  prairies  at  Michillimackinae,  and  allusion  is  made 
to  the  spaces  cleared  by  the  Indians  in  a  forested  country,  wherein  they 
planted  their  corn.  The  term  is  also  ai-plicd  by  the  French  Canadians  to 
"an  open  piece  of  arable  land,  on  which  no  trees  are  growin:;.  to  distin- 
guish it  from  timbered  land"  (Crawford  Lindsay,  in  Jrs.  Ixclations.  xvl, 
p.  258).— Ed. 
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of  the  Miamis  to  come  and  see  me  next  year.  I  do  not  block 
up  the  road  on  them  when  coming  to  visit  mo;  and,  if  they  have 
done  you  any  injury,  I  shall  see  that  satisfaction  be  made  you. 
Communicate  my  words  to  the  Sauteurs;  and  as  they  and  you 
form  but  one  fire,  prevent  their  making  disturbances  in  that 
direction. 

''You  four  Outaouais  ISTations,  and  you,  too,  Poutouatamis - 
and  Hurons — I  am  pleased  with  the  blow  you  have  inflicted  on 
the  Iroquois ;  to  strike  the  Iroqupis  in  that  way  is  what  is  good ; 
that's  the  direction  in  which  all  the  Tribes  should  throw  their 
forces.  I  will  effectively  prevent  the  English  supplying  the 
Miami  with  aid,  even  were  the  latter  disposed  to  invite  them 
thither.  But  I  know  the  Miami  was  not  infomied  of  it.  It 
was  the  Baron  and  Quarante  sols^  who  invited  the  Iroquois  to 
go  and  devour  the  Miami,  and  then  to  promenade  in  your 
prairies  [clearings].  I  shall  soon  be  informed  of  this  affair. 
I  always  had  you  supplied  with  powder  and  iron.  I  continue 
still  disposed  to  supply  you;  but  imperative  reasons  prevent 
me  sending  this  year  my  young  men  to  your  Country  in  such 
large  numbers  as  I  would  do  were  it  not  for  the  vast  designs  I 
have  formed  against  my  enemies  and  yours.  I  cannot  now  open 
my  mind  to  you  respecting  the  operations  I  have  concluded. 
When  the  leaves  are  red,  you  will  probably  learn  what  my 
plans  arc.  I  am  always  laboring  to  annihilate  the  Iroquois, 
and  am  meditating  his  destruction;  and  you  shall  soon  see  the 
earth  united  in  that  direction. 

''In  regard  to  the  articles  you  require  for  yourselves,  your 
wives,  and  your  little  ones,  I  shall  have  them  soon  conveyed  to 
yon;  but  as  I  am  resolved  to  think  only  of  war  with  the  Iro- 
quois, I  retain  my  young  men  because  I  want  them.  When 
they  will  have  returned,  they  will  visit  your  ViUago,  and  T  shall 
send  thither  whatever  you  will  rc(iuire.  l.a  foiircho  must  still 
bo  left  undisturbed.  I  have  already  told  you  (hat  it  was  I  who 
should  avenge  him.    I  close  the  road  on  you,  because  it  is  1  and 

iQuarante  sols  ("Forty  sous"):  the  French  appellation  of  a  Huron 
chief;  he  was  a  prisoner  among  the  Iroquois  in  1G1)5.  ami  later  Intrigued 
with  the  Miamis  to  give  up  their  trade  and  alliance  with  the  French  for 
that  of  the  English— Ji]i). 
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my  young  men  who  will  visit  his  bones.  Kevenge  his  death, 
meanwhile,  on  the  Iroqnois." 

To  the  Foxes :  ''Fox !  I  now  speak  to  you  ;  your  young  men 
have  no  sense;  you  have  a  bad  heart,  but  mine  was  beginning 
to  be  worse  disposed  than  yours,  had  you  not  come  to  hear  my 
word  and  do  my  will.  I  was  resolved  to  send  Mr.  de  Lamotte 
with  a  party  of  my  young  men  on  a  visit  to  your  village ;  that 
would  have  been  unfortunate,  for,  no  doubt,  your  women  and 
children  would  have  been^frightened  by  them.  I  hope  you  have 
sense  now,  and  that  you  will  smoke  in  pe  ice  out  of  the  same 
Calumet  as  the  French  who  are  about  to  go  and  see  you." 

^'I  am  pleased  with  you  of  Missilimackinac ;  ^Ir.  de  Lamotte 
is  well  disposed  towards  3'ou ;  I  am  very  glad  of  it;  act  fairly 
toward  him  who  is  about  to  fill  his  place ;  he  it  is  who  will  com- 
municate my  thoughts  to  you ;  he  knows  them ;  do  as  he  will 
desire  you.  I  am  not  willing  that  you  should  all  return  home 
naked,  as  you  would  have  probably  done,  had  you  not  come  to 
see  me.  1  shall  be  in  Montreal  next  year  when  you  will  come 
down,  and  you  will  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  traveling  so  far. 
Here  are  some  guns,  and  some  powder  and  ball,  that  I  give  you. 
Make  good  use  of  them — not  in  killing  your  allies;  not  in  kill- 
ing buffalo  or  deer,  but  in  killing  the  Iroquois  who  is  in  much 
gi'eater  want  of  powder  and  iron  than  you.  Remember  that  it 
is  war  alone  that  makes  true  men  to  be  distinguished,  and  it  is 
owing  to  the  war  that  I,  this  day,  know  you  by  your  name. 
Nothing  affords  me  greater  joy  than  to  behold  the  face  of  a 
warrior.  Here's  what  I  give  you.  You  can  depart  when  you 
please.'' 

After  the  distribution  of  these  presents  among  them,  he 
added;  '^No  more  powder  and  iron  will  be  convoyed  to  the 
Scioux,  and  if  my  young  men  carry  any  thitiier,  1  will  clinstise 
them  severely."  Ho  then  caused  to  be  brought  two  blankets, 
two  belts,  and  some  other  presents  for  the  relatives  of  the  two 
Chiefs  who  Avere  killed  by  tlic  Tnuiuois,  and  said:  *'C<>uta- 
kilmy,  I  collect  thy  bones  in  this  blanket  in  ordtM*  that  they  may 
keep  warm  until  thy  Nation  hath  avenged  tluv.  Pemaou,  I 
mourn  thy  deatli ;  here's  what  I  give  to  dry  the  tonrs  of  tliy  rela- 
tives, so  that  they  may  lu*  carcfnl  to  av(Mige  tluv.    T\\c  two 
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Belts  are  to  hang  in  the  Cabin  of  the  Dead  and  to  remain  there 
until  this  vengeance  be  consummated/' 

It  will  be  seen,  by  these  answers,  that  the  Governor  was  der 
sirous  of  gaining  time,  in  order  to  withdraw  the  Voyageurs  and 
garrisons  next  year,  without  allowing  the  Indians  to  discover 
the  King's  intention  not  to  send  any  more  Frenchmen  or  goods 
to  their  country. — N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  671-GT5. 


1697:    LE  SUEUR'S  MINES  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Frontenac  and  Champigny  (iutendant  of 
New  France)'  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  October  19,  1697.  MS.  in 
Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corres.  gen.,  vol.  15, 
c.  11,  fol.  39."] 

Answering,  Mouse igneur,  the  letter  in  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  inform  us  of  the  proposition  of  one  Lo  Sueur ^  to  make 
an  establishment  on  the  Mississipy,  we  will  tell  you  that  discov- 
eries have  indeed  been  made  there  of  lead  mines,  and  of  pieces 
of  copper  large  enough  to  induce  the  belief  that  a  mine  of  it 
can  be  found.  But  we  do  not  consider  that  they  can  ha  of  any 
use  for  this  country,  on  account  of  the  great  distance  and  the 
almost  insuperable  difficulties  of  such  journeys.  Consequently 
we  believe  that,  if  regard  were  paid  to  his  demand,  the  execu- 
tion of  his  plans  would  be  ruinous  to  him,  if  he  were  secured 
only  the  pennission  to  deal  in  all  kinds  of  peltries  except  beaver, 

1  Pierre  Charles  le  Sueur  came  to  Canada  when  a  young  man,  and 
soon  became  a  fur  trader.  He  was  commandant  at  Chequamegon  as 
early  as  1693,  and  for  several  years  thereafter.  In  that  year  Le  Sueur 
erected  two  forts, —  one  on  Madelaine  Island,  and  another  near  the  pres- 
ent Red  Wing,  Minn., —  in  order  to  Ivcep  open  the  Uois  BrulC'  and  St. 
Croix  trading  route.  Discovering  lead  mines  on  the  upper  Mississippi, 
he  made  strenuous  but  unsuccessful  efforts  to  secure  permission  to  work 
them.  Returning  from  France  In  1699,  he  went  to  Louisiana,  and  in  the 
following  year  was  sent  by  Iberville  to  search  for  copper  mines  in  the 
Sioux  country;  finding  some,  he  sent  to  France  a  quantity  of  blue  and 
green  earth  taken  from  the  mines.  Little  Is  known  about  his  subse 
quent  caroeer;  he  died  while  on  the  ocean,  probably  l)oforo  1710. —  En. 
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in  which  you  are  not  willing  to  alloAV  trade.  To  grant  his  re- 
quest wonld  be  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to  carry  on  the 
beaver  trade,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  persons  in  the  Colony.-^ 


1698:    ILLICIT    FUR    TRADE;    PARTICIPATION    THEREIN  OF 
P^RENCH  SOLDIERS;  COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  LE  SUEUR. 

[Extracts  from  a  letter  of  Chsjmpigny  to  the  French  Minister,  Oct.  14, 
1698.  MS.  in  Ministers  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Cor- 
res.  gen.,  vol.  16,  c.  11,  fol.  102."] 

The  commanders  of  the  Companies^  with  a  few  exceptions, 
show  such  ardor  in  getting  for  themselves  the  pay  of  their  sol- 
diers, that  I  caimot  describe  to  you  how  far  this  extends,  and 
what  obstacles  and  hindrances  result  to  the  service  from  letting 
them  leave  their  companies.  There  is  no  discipline;  the  ma- 
jority of  the  soldiers,  who  are  in  quarters  distant  from  the  Com- 
mandant and  myself,  are  rovers  exempted  from  the  service — 
at  least  those  who  abandon  their  pay  to  their  captains;  while 
those  who  nre  incapable  of  working  (whose  number  is  slight), 
are  charged  with  keeping  guard  and  going  through  the  exer- 
cises. But,  as  I  do  not  receive  any  complaints  from  either  side, 
although  I  ask  for  them  and  have  them  asked  for  by  the  com- 
mander at  the  head  of  the  companies  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
vicAvs, — the  soldiers,  on  tlie  contraiy,  all  seeming  satisfied, — I 
know  the  evil  without  being  able  to  remedy  it.  I  even  know 
from  several  soldiers  that,  even  if  I  were  to  do  them  justice, 
they  would  at  once  return  their  pay  in  order  not  to  be  annoyed, 
and  to  have  liberty  to  go  to  Avork;  the  remedy  therefore,  can 
be  found  only  in  the  perfect  uprightness  of  the  oaptaitis.  Those 
who  are  not  actually  guilty  of  this  cupidity,  and  who  are  of  in- 
violable fidelity,  are  ]\ressieurs  de  la  Durantaye,  do  Longueuil, 
and  Dulhut,  and  after  them  de  ^laricourt — who  merit  by  these 
extraordinary  marks  of  honesty,  and  by  tlieir  other  pxxi  (juali- 

1  In  another  letter  to  the  Minister,  dated  six  days  earlier.  Chanipipny 
says:  "1  think  that  the  only  mines  that  he  Ll^*-'  Sueur]  seeks  in  those 
regions  are  mines  of  beaver-skins." — Ed. 
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ties,  to  be  retained  in  preference  to  all  the  rest,  and  to  be  suit- 
ably accredited  therefor  in  the  royal  memoir,  to  show  in  what 
esteem  the  King  holds  virtue. 

*  'X-  -X-  -X-  -x-  *  -x-  * 

I  repeat  to  you,  jMonseigneur,  all  that  I  had  the  honor  of  say- 
ing to  you  last  year  about  the  necessity  of  leaving  no  French- 
men, garrisons  of  troops,  or  other  men  at  Missillimakinac, 
among  the  Illinois  or  the  ]\fiamis,  or  at  fort  Frontenac  or  the 
other  distant  places,  if  you  wish  absolutely  to  put  an  end  to 
the  beaver-trade  there.  For  it  is  indubitable  that  as  long  as 
there  are  any  Frenchmen  present,  except  only  the  missionaries, 
this  trade  will  be  continued  by  means  of  the  savages,  who  are 
now  trained  to  go  down  to  the  colony  with  the  beavers  of  the 
Frenchmen,  and  to  bring  back  to  them  merchandise — which 
they  do  very  cleverly,  appearing  to  be  acting  for  themselves. 
This  has  led,  of  late  years,  to  the  continuation  of  the  licenses 
of  several  Frenchmen ;  and,  as  long  as  there  are  auy  who  have 
the  liberty  of  going  there,  or  of  remaining  there  on  any  pretext 
whatever,  they  will  never  fail  to  follow  this  custom.  Besides, 
the  colony  being  open  on  all  sides,  nothing  is  easier  than  to  carry 
out  merchandise  and  to  bring  in  beavers  without  any  risk ;  that 
will  be  done  alike  by  the  man  named  Le  Sueur,  with  his  fifty 
men,  and  by  the  men  of  Monsieur  do  la  Forest,^  who  are  the 
only  ones  who  have  permission  from  the  king  to  go  to  these  dis- 
tant places.  They  will  also,  under  other  pretexts,  indirectly 
enjoy  alone  the  favor  of  the  25  licenses,  which  were  worth 
25,000  livres  of  income  to  the  poor  lamilies  of  Canada,  for 
whom  they  were  designed  ;  those  permits  will  be  worth  infinitely 
more  in  their  hands,  as  they  have  no  competitors  who  can  form 
an  obstacle  to  their  trade,  upon  whatever  footing  they  may  wish 
to  put  it — even  including  brandy. 

Is  it  probable  that  le  Sueur,  who  is  a  more  voyagvnv,  should 
undertake  to  lead  50  men  at  his  own  expense  700  or  800  lenguos 

iLa  Forest  was  a  lieutenant  of  La  Salle,  and  held  command  for  him 
at  Fort  Frontenac  until  1685,  when  he  joined  Tonty  in  Illinois.  In  1G90 
these  two  officers  secured  the  grant  of  Fort  St.  Louis,  and  a  limited  per- 
mission to  engage  in  the  fur  trade.  These  favors  were  revoked  In 
1702,  and  La  Forest  was  ordered  to  return  to  Canada.  In  1710  he  re- 
placed Cadillac  as  commandant  at  Detroit,  where  he  died  in  1714.— Kd. 
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from  Quebec,  by  almost  impassable  rivers,  to  look  for  mines  of 
which  he  has  no  certainty  (except  as  regards  the  lead-mines), 
and  which  can  not  be  of  any  use  to  him,  with  the  sole  resource 
of  trading  in  small  peltry  ?  That  cannot  bo  the  case,  for  he 
knows  that,  according  to  the  report  of  those  who  have  been  there, 
there  is  no  small  game  in  the  places  where  he  locates  those 
mines.  I  know  already  that  it  is  his  intention  to  trade  in  other 
places;  and  as  those  regions,  as  far  as  known,  are  of  limitless 
extent,  he  may,  even  if  he  has  the  fidelity  not  to  trade  in  beaver, 
be  able  to  make  very  considerable  profits  on  small  peltry  by  se- 
curing all  that  comes  out  thence;  but  he  would  be  very  far  from 
fulfilling  the  intentions  of  the  king,  and  would  aim  only  at 
profiting  alone  and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  colony,  by  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  entire  trade.  Besides,  his  enteiprise,  in  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  can  only  lead  to  a  considerable  increase 
of  our  trouble,  by  contributing  to  maintain  in  distant  territories 
the  French  who  have  just  revolted,  of  which  I  shall  inform  you 
in  continuing  my  letter;  and  it  is  to  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  trade  in  beaver  by  furnishing  tliem  with  his  merchandise, 
since  he  has  the  liberty  of  carrying  as  much  of  it  as  he  pleases. 
He  has  already  sent  along  two  loaded  boats,  which,  he  says,  are 
going  to  pass  the  winter  at  Missillimakinac  to  prepare  provi- 
sions for  their  voyage;  and  Sieur  de  la  Forest  has  sent  one  like- 
wise, in  which  he  told  me  that  he  did  not  intend  to  put  any- 
thing but  powder,  balls,  and  other  supplies  for  his  fort  St.  Louis 
of  the  Illinois. 

It  is  certain,  jNTonscigiieur,  that  six  men  in  two  boats,  would 
suffice  for  le  Sueur  to  make  the  discovery  of  these  pretended 
mines.  And  if  one  opens  his  eyes  a  little,  to  penetrate  into  his 
motives  for  asking  permission  to  take  ahuig  fifty  men,  it  will 
appear  very  well  founded  that  his  pur[n)SO  has  Invn,  after  the 
suppression  of  the  licenses  (for  this  is  just  the  tiim^  he  chose 
for  obtaining  this  permission)  to  be  able  to  carry  on  alone  and 
expeditiously  all  the  trade  of  the  upper  country,  and  to  lind 
himself  enriched  by  the  j)rofits  resulting  therefrom.  When  liis 
intention  is  perceived,  a  remedy  for  it  will  1h>  applied. 

Oni^  \iu](f  also  regard  lo  Sueur  as  the  author  of  the  troubles 
and  warfare  which  have  aristui  Ixaween  tiu^  Scioux  and  the 
oth(M'  nations,  who  were  living  in  peace  before  In*  had  brought 
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tliem  arms  and  munitions — which,  he  did  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  trading  more  advantageously.  And  from  the  moment  that 
those  Scioux  savages  and  other  far  distant  nations  shall  obtain 
what  thej  need  from  the  Outaouacs,  or  shall  be  obliged  to  go 
among  them  to  get  these  articles  in  the  colony,  they  will  take 
care  not  to  wage  war  against  them. 


1700:    LE  SUEUR'S  VOYAGE  UP  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

[Benard  de  la  Harpe,  an  officer  in  Iberville's  expedition  to  Louis- 
iana (1698-99)  left  a  MS.  work  entitled,  Journal  historique  de  Vctab- 
lissement  des  Frangais  a  la  Louisiane;  this  was  published  at  New 
Orleans  and  Paris  in  1831.  La  Harpe  compiled  therein  (pp.  22-25, 
38-70),  from  Le  Sueur's  journal,  an  account  of  the  latter's  voyage. 
The  concluding  portion  is  given  by  Penicaut  in  his  Relation;  see  Mar- 
gry's  Decouv.  et  etahl.,  v,  pp.  416-420.  The  portion  given  by  La  Harpe 
is  translated  by  J.  G.  Shea,  in  his  Early  Mississippi  Voyages;  we  reprint 
this,  adding  our  own  translation  of  Penicaut's  account.] 

Mr.  Le  Sueur  arrived/  with  thirty  workmen,  in  the  Reiiom- 
mee  and  Gironde,  Dec''.  7,  1G99.  He  had  acquired  reno\\Ti  by 
his  voyages  in  Canada ;  he  was  sent  on  behalf  of  Mr.  L'Huiliier, 
rarmer-general/  to  fonn  an  establishment  at  the  source  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  object  of  this  enterprise  was  to  work  a  mine 
of  green  earth  that  Mr.  Le  Sueur  hnd  disco  veered.  What  gave 
rise  to  this  enterprise  so  far  back  as  the  year  1695,  was  tliis. 
Mr.  Le  Sueur  by  order  of  the  Count  de  Frontenac,  Govei-uor 
General  of  Canada,  built  a  fort  on  an  island  in  the  Mississippi, 

iHe  came  to  Iberville's  recently-formed  colony  at  Biloxi  (now  lu  the 
state  of  Mississippi)  —  because,  as  preceding  documents  show,  the  Cana- 
dian officials  were  opposed  to  his  plans  for  exploring  the  upp<^'i"  Mis- 
sissippi region;  also  because  Iberville  was  his  friend,  and  even  a  rela- 
tive by  marriage. —  Ed. 

-Reference  is  here  made  to  the  officials  known  as  "farmers"  (or 
collectors)  of  the  revenues  of  France.  Sometimes  thoy  wore  private 
persons,  sometimes  organized  corporations  like  that  of  the  "Company  of 
the  Indies,"  to  whom  the  privilege  of  collecting  the  revenues  was  let 
("farmed").— El). 
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more  than  200  leagues  above  the  Illinois/  in  order  to  effect  a 
peace  between  the  Sautenrs  (nations  who  dwell  on  the  shores  of 
a  lake  of  five  hundred  leagues  circumference,  one  hundred 
leagues  east  of  the  river)  and  the  Scioux,  posted  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi.  The  same  year,  according  to  his  orders,  he  went 
dOAvn  to  Montreal  in  Canada,  with  a  Sauteur  chief  named 
Chingouabe  and  a  Sciou  named  Tioscate,"  who  was  the  first  of 
his  nation  who  had  seen  Canada ;  and  as  they  hoped  to  derive 
from  his  coimtry  many  articles  of  value  in  commerce,  the  Count 
de  Frontenac,  the  Chevaliere  de  la  Call i ere,  and  M.  de  Cham- 
pigny,  received  him  quite  well.  Two  days  after  their  arrival 
they  presented  to  the  Count  de  Frontenac  in  a  public  assem- 
bly as  many  arrows  as  there  were  Scioux  villages ;  and  they  told 
him  that  all  these  villages  begged  hiui  to  receive  them  among 
his  children,  as  he  had  done  the  other  nations  whom  they 
named  in  succession,  which  was  granted.  M.  Le  Sueur  was  to 
go  up  to  the  Mississippi  in  169G,  Avitli  this  Sciou  chief,  who 
had  come  down  solely  on  a  promise  that  he  should  bo  taken  home 
again,  but  he  fell  sick  during  the  winter  and  died  at  ^lontreal, 
after  thirty-three  days  suffering.  As  j\r.  Le  Sueur  was  dis- 
pensed by  this  man's  death  from  returning  to  that  country, 
where  he  had  discovered  mines  of  lead,  copper,  and  blue  and 
green  earth,^  he  resolved  to  go  to  France,  and  to  solicit  at  court 
permission  to  work  them.  This  he  obtained  in  lGf)7.  lie  cm- 
barked  at  Itochelle,  in  the  latter  part  of  June  in  that  year,  to 
go  to  Canada.  Off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  he  was  taken 
by  an  Englisli  fleet  of  sixteen  vessels,  and  carried  prisoner  to 
Portsmouth ;  but  peace  being  declared,  ho  returned  to  Paris  to 
get  a  new  commission,  for  he  had  thrown  his  old  one  overboard, 
for  fear  of  giving  tlie  English  nny  information  as  to  his  ]>lan. 

iNeill  says  (Hist.  Minnesota,  4th  ed.,  p.  148)  that  this  fort  wnw  built 
on  the  largest  of  the  islands  above  Lake  Pepin,  below  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Croix;  for  this  statement  he  cites  Bellin's  description  of  the  chart 
of  North  America.    Cf.  p.  16,  note  2,  ante.—K\). 

-Neill  phonetically  spells  it  (Hist.  Minn.,  p.  844)  Tocoskahtay.— En. 

3 These  colored  marls,  blue,  green,  and  yellow,  owing  their  color  to 
silicate  of  iron,  were,  when  free  from  sand,  highly  esteemed  and  used 
as  paint  by  the  Indians,  and  were  consequently  a  good  article  of  trade. — 

J.  G.  SUKA.  I 
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The  Court  ordered  a  new  commission  to  issue  in  1698.  He  then 
went  to  Canada,  where  he  met  obstacles  which  compelled  him 
to  return  to  France/  During  all  tliese  contradictions,  a  part 
of  the  people  whom  he  had  left  in  charge  of  the  fort  which  he 
had  built  in  1C95,  hearing  nothing  of  him,  descended  to  Mon- 
treal. 

We  have  seen  above  that  he  arrived  in  the  colony  [of  Louis-' 
iana]  in  the  month  of  December,  1G99,  with  a  party  of  thirty 
workmen.  On  tlie  10th  of  February,  1702,  he  arrived"  with 
two  thousand  quintals  of  blue  and'  green  earth,  having  come 
from  the  Scioux.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  rela- 
tion of  his  voyage: 

He  could  not  reach  the  Tamarois  till  the  month  of  June, 
1700,  having  made  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  to  that  point.  He  left  there  July  12th,  1700.  with  a 
felucca  and  two  canoes  manned  by  nineteen  persons.^ 

On  the  13th,  having  advanced  six  leagues  and  a  quarter,  ho 
halted  at  the  mouth  of  the  Missoury  river,  and  six  leagues 
above  he  left,  on  the  east  of  the  river,  the  river  of  the  Illinois. 
He  there  met  three  Canadian  voyageurs  wlio  were  coming  to 
join  his  party;  he  received  by  "them  a  letter  from  the  Jesuit 
Father  Marest,*  dated  July  10,  1700,  at  the  ^lission  of  the  I.n- 
niacuhite  Conception  of  tlie  J31essed  Virgin  at  the  Illinois,  to 
this  effect. 

1  Frontenac  prevented  his  going  west,  and  che  Court  approved  the 
governor's  action  in  the  matterj — J.  G,  Shea. 

-Probably  at  Fort  Biloxi,  which  was  still  held  at  that  date  by  a 
small  French  garrison,  although  Bienville  had  departed  thence  on  Jan. 
C,  1702,  to  transfer  his  colony  to  Mobile. —  Ed. 

;f Tamarois:  one  of  the  Illinois  tribes,  located  near  Kaskaskia.  111.,  at 
a  place  afterward  known  as  Cahokia,  in  the  present  St.  Clair  county. 
Felucca:  a  boat  with  oars  and  lateen  sails,  used  on  the  Mediterranean; 
Its  helm  may  ue  applied  to  either  the  head  or  the  stern,  as  occasion  re- 
quires. Penig^ut  (a  carpenter  by  trade),  who  accompanied  Le  Sueur, 
Btates  that  his  party  numbered  twenty-nine,  instead  of  nineteen. —  Ed. 

^Gabriel  Marest  came  to  Canada  in  1694;  four  years  later,  he  began 
work  among  the  Kaskaskias  of  Illinois,  with  whom  he  spent  the  rest 
of  his  life — dying  in  that  mission  on  Sept.  15,  1714.  He  acrompanlod 
those  savages  when  they  removed  from  Peoria  to  Kaskaskia  (In  the 
summer  of  1700),  teaching  them  to  cultivate  the  soil  and  rai»e  do- 
mestic animals^ — Ed. 
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"I  have  the  honour  to  write  you  to  inform  you  that  the  San- 
giestas^  have  been  defeated  by  the  Scioux  and  tlie  Ayavois 
[lowas].  These  people  have  combined  with  the  Quincapoux, 
and  a  part  of  the  Mascoutins,  Renards,  and  Metesigamias,  and 
are  going  to  avenge  themselves — not  on  the  Scioux,  of  whom 
they  are  too  much  afraid ;  but  on  the  Ayavois,  or  else  on  the 
Paoutees,^  or  rather  on  the  Osages,  for  these  last  suspect  noth- 
ing and  the  others  are  on  their  guard.  As  you  may  meet  the 
allied  nations,  you  must  giiard  against  their  enterprises,  and 
prevent  their  getting  in  your  boats,  being  traitors,  and  unfaith- 
ful to  their  word.   I  beg  God  to  attend  you  in  all  your  designs." 

Twenty-two  leagues  above  the  river  of  the  Illinois  he  passed 
a  small  river  which  he  named  liiviere  aux  Boeufs  [Buffalo 
river]. ^  Nine  leagues  farther,  he  jiassed  on  the  left  a  small 
river,  and  met  four  Canadians  going  down  the  Mississippi  to 
reach  the  Illinois. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  nine  leagues  above  the  last  river,  he  met 
seventeen  Scioux  in  seven  canoes,  who  were  going  to  avenge  the 
death  of  three  Scioux,  one  of  whom  had  been  bunit  and  the 
others  killed  at  the  Tamarois,  a  short  time  before  his  arrival  at 
that  village.  As  he  had  promised  the  chief  of  the  Illinois  to 
appease  the  Scioux,  who  might  be  coming  in  war  against  his 
nation,  he  made  the  chief  of  this  party  a  present  of  some  goods 
to  induce  him  to  return.  He  told  him  that  the  King  of  France 
did  not  wish  this  river  to  be  any  more  sullied  with  blood  ;  and 
that  he  had  sent  him  to  tell  them  that,  if  they  obeyed  his  word, 
whatever  was  necessary  to  them  should  hereafter  be  given  to 

iThis  name  should  be  Peaneguiclias,  usually  spelled  Piankcsbaws  by- 
English  writers.  The  printed  text  translated  by  Shoa  has  several  blun- 
ders of  this  sort,  as  we  find  by  Margry's  version  (apparently  taUon  from 
the  original  MS.),  given  in  his  Dccouv.  ct  i'tabl,  vi,  pp.  69-87.  We  have 
corrected  these  in  the  translation,  whenever  necessary;  and  have  also 
made  occasional  changes,  when  needed,  in  Shea's  punctuation — some- 
times, also,  in  his  rendering  of  certain  phrases. —  Ed. 

2 Also  called  Padoukas;  now  known  as  Pal  Utes;  of  the  Shoshonoan 
family.  They  probably  lived.  In  Le  Sueur's  time,  in  the  present  etite 
of  Kansas.  At  the  present  time,  they  arc  scattered  thrdiiuh  southoaiit- 
ern  California  and  southwestern  Nevada. —  Ei>. 

Probably  Salt  river,  which  falls  into  the  Mississippi  at  some  dl»- 
tan  CO  below  Hannibal,  Mo. —  En. 
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them.  The  chief  replied  that  he  accepted  the  present — that  is 
to  say,  that  he  would  do  what  they  told  him. 

From  the  30tli  of  July  to  the  25th  of  August,  Mr.  Le  Sueur 
made  521/4  leagues  to  a  little  river  which  he  called  Riviere  a  la 
Mine;  it  comes  from  the  north  to  its  mouth,  and  from  the 
northeast.  Seven  leagues  on,  at  the  right,  there  is  a  lead-mine 
in  a  prairie,  a  league  and  a  half  inland ;  this  river,  except  the 
first  three  leag^ies,  is  navigable  only  when  the  water  is  high — - 
that  is  to  say,  from  early  spring  to  the  month  of  June.^ 

From  the  25th  to  the  2'7th,  he  made  ten  leagues,  passed  two 
small  rivers,  and  made  examination  of  a  lead-mine,  from  which 
he  took  a  supply. 

From  the  27th  to  the  30th,  he  made  eleven  leagues  and  a  half, 
and  met  five  Canadians,  one  of  whom  was  dangerously  wounded 
in  the  head ;  they  were  naked,  and  had  no  arms  except  a 
wretched  gun,  with  five  or  six  charges  of  powder  and  ball.  They 
said  that  they  were  descending  from  the  Scioux  to  go  to  the 
Tamarois,  and  that  forty  leagues  above  they  had  perceived  on 
the  Mississippi  nine  canoes,  carrying  ninety  Indians,  who  had 
plundered  and  cruelly  beaten  them ;  this  party  were  going  to 
war  against  the  Scioux.  It  was  made  up  of  four  different  na- 
tions, Outagamis,  Saquis,  Poutouatamis,  and  Puans,  who  in- 
habit a  countiy  eighty  leagues  east  of  the  river  and  of  tlie  point 
where  Mr.  Le  Sueur  then  was.  These  Canadians  resolved  to 
follow  the  detachment,  which  was  thus  composed  of  28  men. 
That  day  he  made  four  leagues  and  a  half. 

On  the  1st  of  September  he  passed  the  river  of  the  Ouiscon- 
sins;  it  comes  from  the  northeast  to  its  mouth  and  from  the 
east.  It  is  almost  everywhere  half  a  league  wide.  About 
forty-five  leagues  up  this  river,  on  the  right,  is  a  ])ortage  of 
more  than  a  league  in  length.  Tlio  half  of  this  portage  is  a 
bog;  at  the  end  of  this  portage  tlicrc  is  a  little  river  thi\t  falls 

iThis  was  the  Galena  (or  Fever)  river,  which  falls  into  the  Missis- 
sippi six  miles  below  the  city  of  Galena — long  the  centre  for  the  mining 
interests  of  that  region.  The  distances  here  given  in  leagues  were  evi- 
dently but  roughly  estimated;  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  verify  them, 
especially  as  the  term  "league"  was  exceedingly  elastic,  varying  from 
2%  to  nearly  4  English  miles  in  value,  as  used  by  different  travelers  and 
explorers. —  Eu. 
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into  a  bay  called  Bay  of  the  Puans,  inhabited  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  nations  who  carry  their  furs  to  Canada.  It  was  by  the 
river  of  the  Ouisconsins  that  Mr.  Le  Sueur  came  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi for  the  first  time,  in  1683/  to  go  to  the  country  of  the 
Scionx,  where  he  had  at  various  times  spent  seven  years.  The 
[Mississippi]  river  opposite  the  mouth  of  this  river  is  only 
about  an  eighth  of  a  league  wide. 

From  the  first  to  the  fifth  of  September,  our  traveller  ad- 
vanced fourteen  leagues;  he  passed  the  Riviere  aux  Canots, 
which  comes  from  the  northeast,  then  that  of  the  Quincapous, 
so  called  from  the  name  uf  a  nation  which  formerly  dwelt  on 
its  bank. 

From  the  5th  to  the  9th,  he  made  ten  leagues  and  a  half,  and 
passed  the  Riviere  Cachee  and  tlie  Itiviere  aux  Ailes  ;'■  on  the 
same  day,  he  perceived  canoes  full  of  Indians  descending  the 
river.  The  five  Canadians  recognized  those  who  had  plundered 
them;  sentinels  were  placed  in  the  woods,  for  fear  of  a  surprise 
from  the  land,  and  when  they  were  within  hailing  distance  the 
party  called  out  to  them,  that  if  they  came  any  nearer  they 
would  fire  on  them.  They  ranged  themselves  along  the  island, 
within  half  a  gunshot.  Soon  after,  four  of  the  most  distin- 
guished in  the  band  advanced  in  a  canoe,  and  asked  whether  we 
had  forgotten  that  they  were  our  brethren,  and  why  we  had 
taken  up  arms  when  we  perceived  them.  ^fr.  Le  Sueur  told 
them  in  reply  that  after  what  they  had  done  to  the  five  French- 
men who  were  present,  he  had  rea'=5on  to  distrust  them ;  yet  for 
the  security  of  his  trade,  being  under  the  absolute  necessity  of 

iMargry  thinks  that  this  date  is  a  copyist's  error.  Le  Sueur  v.as 
commandant  at  Chequamegon  in  1693,  but  had  been  trading  amcng  the 
savages  for  a  considerable  time  before  that. —  Ed. 

'-'It  is  difficult  to  identify  satisfa<;torily  the  rivers  thus  designated. 
Rivi6re  aux  Canots  ("Canoe  river")  is  probably  the  strcnm  now  called 
Bad  Axe  river;  Rivtre  aux  Ailes  ("Wing  river"— but  thought  by- 
Shea  to  mean  "Onion  river"),  the  La  Crosse  river;  Riviore  Cachee 
("hidden  river"),  Root  river  in  Minnesota,  emptying  into  the  Missis- 
sippi a  little  below  La  Crosse.  The  Quincapous  river  Is  placed,  on  early 
maps,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi ;  the  only  considerable  stream 
which  might  answer  to  it  is  the  tipper  Iowa  river,  which  falls  into  the 
Mississippi  about  three  mlle.s  south  of  the  Iowa  boundary  line;  but  it  is 
below,  instead  of  above,  the  Had  Axe  river.— Eo. 
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being  in  peace  with  all  the  nations,  he  would  not  make  reprisals 
for  the  robbery  which  they  had  committed.  He  only  added 
that  the  King,  their  master  and  his,  wished  all  his  subjects  to 
travel  on  that  river  without  receiving  any  insult;  that  therefore 
they  should  take  care  of  what  they  were  doing.  The  Indian 
who  had  been  spokesman  seemed  confounded,  and  made  no  r&- 
ply;  another  merely  said  that  they  had  been  attacked  by  the 
Scioux,  who  had  forced  them  to  abandon  all  their  baggage;  and 
that  if  he  did  not  take  pity  on  them  by  giving  them  a  little 
powder,  they  could  not  reach  Aeir  village.  Consideration  for 
[the  safety  of]  a  missionary  who  was  to  go  up  to  the  Scioux, 
and  whom  these  Indians  might  meet,  made  him  give  them  two 
pounds  of  powder.  Mr.  Le  Sueur  made  the  same  day  three 
leagues,  and  passed  a  little  river  west  of  the  great  river,  then 
a  large  one  on  the  east  of  the  Mississipi,  which  is  navigable  at 
all  times.   The  Indian  nations  that  know  it  called  it  Eed  river. ^ 

On  the  10th,  at  daybreak,  they  heard  a  stag  whistle  on  the 
otlier  side  of  the  river;  a  Canadian  crossed  in  a  little  Sciou 
canoe  that  he  had  found.  He  soon  after  returned  with  the  body 
of  the  animal,  which  it  is  easy  to  kill  in  the  rutting  season,  that 
is  from  the  beginning  of  September  to  the  end  of  August.' 
During  that  season  the  hunters  make  a  little  whistle  of  the  first 
bit  of  wood  or  cane,  and  when  they  hear  a  stag  whistle,  they 
answer;  the  animal,  supposing  it  to  be  another  stag  that 
whistles,  comes  to  them,  and  they  kill  it  without  any  difficulty. 

From  the  10th  to  the  14th,  Mr.  Le  Sueur  made  seventeen 
leag-ues  and  a  half,  passed  Hiviere  des  Raisins  [^^ Grape 
river'']  and  that  of  the  Paquitancttes ;"'  the  same  day  he  left  on 
the  east  of  the  river  a  large  and  beautiful  river,  which  comes  a 
great  distance  from  the  north,  and  called  Bon  Seoours,  from 
the  great  number  of  Buffalo,  stags,  bears  and  deer  found  there. 
Three  leagues  up  this  river  there  is  a  lead  uiine;  and  srvon 

iThe  stream  now  known  as  Black  river. —  En. 

2ln  La  Harpe,  the  French  word  is  aout ;  this  is  probably  a  misprint 
for  Oct.,  "October." — Ed. 

'3Neill  thinks  (Minnesota  Explorers,  1881  p.  41)  that  these  may  be 
the  Wazl  Ozu  and  Bnffalo  rivers  — the  latter  flowing  through  nuffalo 
county,  Wis.;  the  former  probably  the  Zumbro  river,  in  Wabasha 
county,  Minn.    Bon  Secours  is  the  present  Chippewa  river.— Ed. 
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leagues  higher,  on  the  same  side,  you  meet  another  river  of 
great  leng-th,  in  the  neighhourhood  of  which  there  is  a  copper 
mine  from  which  he  [Le  Sueur]  took  a  mass  of  sixty  pounds 
in  his  previous  voyages.    To  render  it  profitahle  a  peace  would 
have  to  he  made  betw^een  the  Scioux  and  the  Outagamis,  because 
the  latter,  who  live  on  the  lands  east  of  the  Mississippy,  pass  by 
this  road  constantly  when  going  out  to  war  against  the  Scioux. 
In  these  quarters,  a  league  and  half  from  the  northwest  side, 
begins  a  lake  six  leagues  long^  and  more  than  one  broad.    It  is 
called  Lake  Pepin. ^    It^is  skirted  on  the  west  by  a  chain  of 
mountains;  on  the  other  side,  on  the  east,  you  see  a  prairie,  and 
on  the  northwest  of  the  lake  a  second  prairie,  two  leagues  long 
and  wide;  near  it  is  a  chain  of  mountains,  which  are  at  least 
two  hundred  feet  high,  and  extend  more  than  a  league.  Here 
are  found  many  caverns  to  wliich  the  bears  retreat  in  winter;" 
most  of  these  caves  are  over  forty  feet  deep,  and  about  three  or 
four  feet  high.    Some  have  a  very  narrow  entrance,  and  all  con- 
tain saltpetre.    It  would  be  dangerous  to  enter  tliem  in  sum- 
mer, because  they  are  full  of  rattlesnakes  the  bite  of  which  is 
very  dangerous.    Le  Sueur  saw  some  of  these  snakes  which 
were  six  feet  long,  but  they  do  not  generally  exceed  four ;  tliey 
have  teeth  like  those  of  a  pike,  and  the  gums  full  of  little  blad- 
ders which  contain  their  venom.    The  Scioux  say  that  they 
take  iu  every  morning,  and  reject  it  at  night;  they  liave  on  the 
tail  a  kind  of  scale  which  makes  a  noise;  this  is  what  is  called 
their  rattle.    Le  Sueur  made  that  day  seven  leagues  and  a  half, 
and  passed  another  river  called  Ilihanbouxeate  Ouataba,  which 
means    river  of  the  flat  rocks."''' 

On  the  ir)th,  he  crossed  a  small  river;  and  perceived  in  the 
neighborhood  several  canoes  full  of  Indians  coming  down  the 
river.  lie  at  first  took  them  for  Scioux,  borauso  he  oo\ild  not 
distinguish  wlicther  the  canoes  were  large  or  small,  lie  nuide 
his  men  get  their  anns  ready;  he  soon  after  heard  the  Indians 

iDu  Lhut,  in  a  letter  written  ui)on  April  5,  1679,  mentions  the  Fopla 
brothers. —  Mauguy. 

2  J.  N.  Nicollet  and  Jonathan  Carver  have  also  (h  st  rilu  il  these 
caves, — Shea. 

•iThe  Sioux  call  the  Caiinori  river  InyanlHisndata— Nkill  (Minn.  Er- 
plovers,  p.  41), 
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giving  the  yells  they  usually  give  when  they  rush  on  their  ene- 
mies. He  replied  in  the  same  manner,  and  after  posting  all  his 
men  behind  trees,  he  forbade  them  to  fire  till  he  gave  the  word. 
He  remained  on  the  water's  edge  to  see  what  step  they  would 
t^ke;  and,  perceiving  that  they  put  two  men  ashore,  to  observe 
from  an  eminence  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  the  number  of 
his  people  and  his  forces,  he  made  his  party  march  in  and  out 
of  the  wood  continually,  so  that  they  should  take  them  to  be 
more  numerous.  This  succeeded,  for  as  soon  as  the  tw^o  Indians 
came  down  the  hill,  the  chiefs  of  the  party  came  forward  bear- 
ing the  calumet,  which  is  a  signal  of  peace  among  the  Indians. 
They  said  that  having  never  seen  the  French  sailing  on  the  Mis- 
sissippy  in  boats  like  the  felucca,  they  had  mistaken  them  for 
English,  and  had  accordingly  given  the  war-cry  and  ranged 
themselves  on  the  other  side  of  the  river ;  but,  seeing  their  mis- 
take by  our  flag,  tliey  had  come  without  fear  to  infonn  them 
that  one  of  their  people  who  was  crazy  had  accidentally  killed  a 
Frenchman  with  a  ball  from  a  gun ;  and  that  they  were  going 
to  bring  his  comrade,  who  would  tell  in  whal^  way  the  accident 
happened.  They  made  this  Frenchman,  who  was  a  Canadian 
named  Denis,  come:  he  stated  that  his  comrade  had  been  acci- 
dentally killed ;  his  name  was  Laplace;  he  was  a  soldier  who  had 
deserted  from  Canada,  and  fled  to  this  countrj^  Mr.  Le  Sueur 
replied  to  these  Indians  that,  Onontio  (a  name  they  give  to  all 
the  goveiTiors  of  Canada)  being  their  father  and  his,  they  should 
not  seek  their  justification  anywhere  but  before  him ;  that  he 
advised  them  to  go  and  see  him  as  soon  as  possible,  to  beg  him 
to  Avash  tlie  blood  of  tliat  Frenchman  from  their  faces.  This 
party  Avas  composed  of  47  men  of  different  nations,  who  live  far 
to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  about  the  forty-fourth  degree  of 
latitude.  Mr.  Le  Sueur  knew  the  cliiefs  particularly ;  ho  told 
them  that  the  king  of  whom  they  had  so  often  heard  in  Canada, 
had  sent  to  settle  the  mouth  of  tlie  river,  and  he  wished  the  na- 
tions dwelling  on  it,  as  well  as  those  which  are  under  liis  ]n\>- 
tection,  to  live  generally  in  peace.  He  made  that  day  three  and 
three-quarters  leagues. 

On  tlie  IGth  he  left  on  tlie  east  of  the  Mississippi  a  groat  river, 
called  St.  CVoix^  because  a  Frencliman  of  that  name  was  wreokod 
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at  its  inoutli ;  it  comes  from  the  nortli-northwest.  Four  leagues 
higher  up,  ascending,  you  come  to  a  small  lake,  at  the  entrance 
of  which  there  is  a  very  large  mass  of  copper ;  it  is  on  the  water's 
edge,  in  a  little  bluff  of  sandy  earth,  west  of  this  lake. 

From  the  16th  to  the  19th,  he  advanced  thirteen  and  three- 
quarters  leagues.  After  having  made  from  the  Tamarois  two 
hundred  and  seven  and  a  half  leagues,  he  left  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  at  this  point,  to  enter  St.  Peter's  river,  on 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  on  which  he  made  till  the  1st  of 
October  forty-four  and-  a  quarter  leagues — after  which  he 
entered  Blue  river,  so  called  by  reason  of  the  mines  of  blue 
earth  found  there.  At  the  entrance  of  this  river  he  made  his 
settlement,  situated  at  forty-four  degrees  thirteen  minutes  north 
latitude.^ 

At  this  spot  he  met  nine  Scioux  who  told  him  that  this  river 
was  the  country  of  the  Scioux  of  the  West,  and  of  the  Ayavois 
[lowas]  and  the  Otoctatas  [Ot^es]  a  little  further;  that  it  was 
not  their  custom  to  liunt  on  the  grounds  of  others  without  being 
invited  by  those  to  whom  they  belonged ;  that  when  they  should 
wish  to  come  to  the  fort  to  get  supplies,  they  would  be  exposed 
to  be  cut  off  by  thcii*  enemies  coming  up  or  going  down  these 
rivers,  which  are  narrow;  and  that  if  he  intended  to  take  pity 
on  them,  he  must  settle  on  the  Mississippi,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  mouth  of  St.  Peter's  river,  where  the  Ayavois,  the 
Otoctatas,  and  the  Scioux  could  come  as  well  as  they.  Having 
made  their  speech,  they  began,  according  to  their  custom,  to  weep 
over  Mr.  Le  Sueur's  head,  saying,  ''Oueachissou  ouaepanwian' 
aho" — whicli  means,  '^Take  pity  on  us." 

Mr.  Le  Sueur  had  foreseen  that  his  establishment  on  the  l^lue 
river  would  not  be  relished  by  the  Scioux  of  the  l^last,  who  aro, 
so  to  speak,  (be  masters  of  the  otluM*  Scioux  and  of  the  nations 

iPenicaiit  says  (Margry,  vi,  p.  414)  that  Le  Sueur's  party  went  to  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  where  they  could  proceed  no  farther  except  hy 
making  a  long  portage.  Returning  to  the  Minnesota  river,  they  as- 
cended it  as  far  as  the  Blue  Earth  river  (at  the  mouth  of  which  stands 
the  present  city  of  Mankato,  Minn.),  and  built  their  fort  on  a  point  of 
land  about  a  league  from  the  entrance  of  that  river.  The  name  St. 
Peter's  was  applied  to  the  Minnesota  river  until  1852.  when  (ho  latter 
name  was  adopted  by  legislative  act. —  Ed. 
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just  named,  because  they  are  the  first  with  whom  we  traded, 
which  has  given  them  a  good  supply  of  guns.  As  he  had  not 
undertaken  the  enterprise  in  the  sole  view  of  the  beaver  trade, 
but  to  learn  thoroughly  the  quality  of  the  different  mines  which 
he  had  formerly  discovered,  he  told  them  that  he  was  sorry 
he  had  not  known  their  ideas  sooner;  that  it  was  clearly  just, 
as  he  had  come  expressly  for  them,  for  him  to  settle  on  their 
land ;  but  the  season  was  too  far  spent  to  retrace  his  steps.  He 
then  made  them  a  present  of  powder,  balls,  knives,  and  a  fathom 
of  tobacco,  to  invite  them  to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  fort 
that  he  was  going  to  erect  ;^that  there,  when  they  were  all  assem- 
bled, he  would  tell  them  the  intentions  of  the  King,  their  master 
and  his. 

The  Scioux  of  the  West  have,  according  to  the  reports  of  those 
of  the  East,  more  than  a  thousand  cabins.  They  do  not  use 
canoes,  cultivate  the  earth,  or  gather  wild  oats ;  they  generally 
keep  to  the  prairies  between  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  the  River 
of  the  Missouris,  and  live  solely  by  hunting. 

All  the  Scioux  in  general  say  that  they  have  three  souls,  and 
that  after  death,  that  which  has  done  good  goes  to  the  warm 
"countries,  tliat  Avhich  has  done  evil  to  the  cold  countries,  and 
the  other  keeps  the  body.  Polygamy  is  in  use  among  them ;  they 
are  very  jealous,  and  sometimes  fight  duels  for  tlieir  women. 
They  handle  the  bow  very  expertly  and  were  several  times  seen 
to  shoot  ducks  on  the  wing.  They  make  their  cabins  of  several 
buffalo-skins,  laced  and  sewed  togethei  ;  they  carry  them  every- 
where with  them ;  in  each  cabin  there  are  ordinarily  two  or  three 
men  with  their  families.  They  are  all  great  smokers,  but  their 
mode  of  smoking  differs  from  that  of  the  other  Indians ;  there 
are  some  Scioux  who  swallow  all  the  tobacco  smoke,  and  othei-s 
who,  after  having  swallowed  and  kept  it  for  some  tunc  in  the 
stomach,  eject  it  through  the  nose. 

On  the  third  of  the  same  month,  he  received  at  tlie  fort  several 
Scioux,  among  whom  was  ()naeanla])ai,'  chioi*  of  the  villau(\ 

iThis  name  (also  spelled  Wakandapi  and  Wahkantape)  means  "es- 
teemed sacred."  It  was  evidently  a  name  of  distinction,  and  luuuied 
down  for  many  generations;  for  Neill  mentions  it  (Hist.  Minnesota. 
p.  166,  note)  as  borne  by  one  of  the  head  men  at  Red  Wing  in  I860.— Eo. 
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Soon  after  two  Canadians,  who  had  ^one  hunting,  arrived ;  thej 
had  been  robbed  by  the  Scioux  of  the  East,  who  had  taken  away 
their  guns  in  revenge  for  ]\Ir.  Le  Sueur^s  settling  on  Bhie  river. 
On  the  14th,  the  fort  was  finished ;  the  name  of  Fort  L'lluillier 
Avas  conferred  upon  it.^ 

On  the  22nd  two  Canadians  were  sent  out  to  invite  the 
Ayavois  and  the  Otoctatas  to  come  and  make  a  vilhige  near  the 
fort^  because  these  Indians  are  laborious  and  accustomed  to  cul- 
tivate the  ground ;  and  he  hoped  to  obtain  provisions  from  them 
and  make  them  work  the  mines. 

On  the  24th  arrived  six  Oujalespoitons  Scioux;  they  wished 
to  enter  the  fort,  but  they  were  prevented,  and  told  tliat  men 
who  had  killed  Frenchmen  could  not  be  received ;  tliis  is  the 
term  employed  wlien  they  have  offered  any  insult.  The  next 
day  they  came  to  ]\[r.  Le  Sueur's  cabin  to  beg  him  to  take  pity 
on  them.  They  wished  to  weep  over  his  head,  according  to 
their  custom,  and  to  make  him  a  present  of  some  packages  of 
beaver,  which  he  refused ;  he  said  that  he  w^as  astonished  that 
men  who  had  robbed  him  should  have  the  temerity  to  come  to 
him ;  to  which  they  replied  that  they  had  indeed  heard  that 
the  French  liad  been  plundered,  but  that  none  from  their  village 
had  been  present  at  this  wicked  act.  Mr.  Le  Sueur  told  them 
that  he  knew  that  it  was  the  Mendoouacantons  who  had  killed 
him  and  not  the  Oujalespoitons.  ''But  you  are  Scion::,"  he  con- 
tinued; ^'they  were  Scioux  who  robbed  me,  and  if  I  followed 
your  manner  of  acting  I  would  break  your  heads ;  for  is  it  not 
true  that  wlien  any  strangers''  (so  they  call  the  Indians  wlio 
are  not  Scioux)  ''have  done  any  wrong  to  a  Mendeoiiacanton, 
Oujalespoiton,  or  other  Scioux,  all  the  villages  avenge  it  ou  the 
first  Avhom  tliey  meet  ?"  As  they  could  make  no  reply  to  what 
he  said  to  them,  they  resorted  to  tears,  and  repeatedly  said  to 
him  according  to  tlieir  custom,  OuaccJtissou  ouaciiaiitniaji- 
aho!"  Thereupon  ^Mr.  Le  Siieiir  tohl  iheiii  to  cease  Vveei)ing; 
he  added  that  the  French  were  kind-hearted,  and  tbat  ho  had 
come  to  their  country  only  to  have  pity  on  ibeni.  A(  llie  same 
time,  he  made  them  a  present,  saying  to  tliem  :    "Carry  back 


1  In  honor  of  Le  Sueur's  patron  in  Franco,  mentioned  al  tho  ho;:in- 
ning  of  this  document. —  Ed. 
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your  beaver-skins,  and  tell  all  the  Scioux  that  they  shall  have 
no  more  powder  or  bullets  from  me,  and  shall  not  again  smoke 
with  my  calumet"  (that  is,  ^Sve  shall  no  longer  be  good 
friends"),  ''until  they  have  given  me  satisfaction  for  the  plun- 
der of  the  Frenchmen." 

The  same  day  the  two  Canadians  who  had  been  sent  out  on 
the  22nd  arrived,  without  having  succeeded  in  finding  the  road 
leading  to  the  Ayavois  and  Otoctatas.  On  the  2Gth  Mr.  Le 
Sueur  proceeded  to  the  mine/  with  three  canoes,  which  he  had 
loaded  with  blue  and  green  earth.  It  is  drawn  f ron^  mountains 
near  which  are  the  very  abundant  copper  mines,  of  which  Mr. 
L'Huillier,  one  of  the  king's  farmers-general,  made  an  assay 
at  Paris,  in  1696.  Green  stones  also  are  found  there,  of  which 
it  might  bo  worth  while  to  make  some  use. 

On  the  9th  of  i^sTovember,  eight  Mantanton  Scioux  presented 
themselves  at  the  fort,  having  been  sent  by  the  chiefs  of  their 
villages  to  say  that  the  Mendeouacantons  were  still  at  their 
lake  on  the  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  they  could  not 
come  for  a  long  time ;  that  all  the  rest  ought  not  to  bear  the 
penalty  for  one  single  village  that  had  not  had  sense;  that  if 
he  would  tell  them  in  what  way  he  wished  to  have  satisfaction, 
they  would  come  and  make  it.  Mr.  Le  Sueur  told  them  that 
he  was  very  glad  that  they  had  sense,  and  that  it  Avas  for  them 
to  see  what  they  should  do.  On  the  15th  they  saw  two 
Mantanton  Scioux  arrive;  these  Indians  had  been  sent  expressly 
to  annoimce  that  all  the  Scioux  of  the  East  and  a  part  of  thoso 
of  the  West  had  joined  together  to  come  to  the  French,  because 
they  had  learned  that  the  Christinaux  and  the  Assinipoils" 
were  about  to  make  war  on  them.  These  two  nations  live  above 
the  fort  on  the  oast,  more  than  eighty  leagues  up  the  Mississipi. 

iThe  locality  was  a  branch  of  the  Blue  Earth,  about  a  mile  above  the 
fort,  called  by  J.  N.  Nicollet  Le  Sueur  river,  and,  on  a  map  publishod  in 
1773,  the  river  St.  Remis. — Neii.l  (Hist.  Mmnesota,  p.  1G5,  note). 

^Christinaux:  the  Crees,  Al^'onquian  tribes  who  have  always  roamed 
through  the  wilderness  between  Lake  Superior  and  Hudson  Bay.  As- 
sinipoils: the  Assiniboins,  a  Siouan  tribe  who  were  originally  a  branch 
of  the  Yankton  Dakotas.  They  were  located  successively  along  the  Red 
river  of  the  North,  about  Lake  WInnepeg,  and  (in  more  recent  times) 
on  the  Assiniboine  and  Saskatchewan  rivers. — Ed. 
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The  Assinipoils  speak  the  Scioux  language,  and  are  really 
of  that  nation ;  and  it  is  only  within  a  few  years  that  they  have 
been  at  enmity  with  that  people.  The  origin  of  that  Avar  was 
this:  The  Christinaux,  having  obtained  the  nse  of  firearms 
before  the  Scioux  did,  by  means  of  the  English  of  Hudson's 
Bay,  continually  waged  war  against  the  Assinipoils,  Avho  were 
their  nearest  neighbors.  The  latter  finding  themselves  weak 
asked  for  peace ;  and,  to  render  it  more  firm,  allied  themselves 
to  the  Christinaux,  taking  tlieir  women  to  wife.  The  other 
Scioux,  who  had  not  entered  this  alliance,  and  who  from  all  time 
had  been  at  war  with  them,  continued  it  ;  so  that  one  day,  find- 
ing some  Christinaux  among  the  Assinipoils,  they  broke  their 
heads.  It  was  the  Christinaux  who  sny)plied  the  Assinipoils 
A\'ith  arms  and  goods. 

On  the  IGtli,  the  two  Scioux  returned  to  their  village,  and  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  Ayavois  and  the  Otoctatas  had  gone 
to  station  themselves  on  the  side  of  the  river  of  ]\[issoury,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Maha,  a  nation  dwelling  in  those 
quarters.^ 

On  the  26th,  the  Mantantons  and  the  Oujalespoitons  arrived 
at  the  fort.  After  pitching  their  cabins  in  the  wood,  Ouacan- 
tapai  came  to  beg  Mv.  Le  Sueur  to  come  to  him.  He  there 
found  sixteen  men,  with  several  women  and  children,  who  had 
their  faces  daubed  with  black.  In  the  middle  of  this  cabin  were 
several  bufi'alo-skins  that  served  as  a  ^'arpet.  They  made  signs 
to  him  to  sit  down,  and  at  the  same  time  all  tliese  persons  began 
to  weep;  this  lasted  during  some  ten  minutes.  Then  the  chief 
offered  liim  wild  rice  to  eat,  and,  according  to  their  c\istom, 
put  the  first  three  spoonfuls  into  his  month.  After  that,  he 
told  him  that  all  those  whom  he  saw  pr(\sent  were,  like  him- 
self, Ihe  relatives  of  Tioscate  (lliis  was  ihe  nanu^  of  Scion 
whom  ^Ir.  i.e  Snenr  took  to  C^anada  in  105)5,  and  who  died  there 
in  lODG).  At  this  naine  of  Tioscate  they  began  to  wei^p  again, 
and  to  wipe  their  tears  on  Ivlr.  Le  Sucnir's  liead  and  shonhlers; 
after  which  Ouacantapai,  resuming  his  discourse,  told  him  that 
Tioscate  begged  him  to  forget  the  insnlt  otTered  to  Freiu'li 

iMaha:  the  Omahas,  a  Siouan  tribe  of  eastern  Nebraska,  allied  to  the 
Kansas. —  Ed, 
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by  the  Mendeonacantoiis ;  and  to  have  pity  on  his  brethren, 
by  e;iving  them  powder  and  ball  to  defend  themselves  against 
their  enemies,  and  to  give  life  to  his  wives  and  children  who 
were  wastino-  with  hunger  in  the  midst  of  a  connti-y  full  of 
all  kijids  of  beasts,  liaving  nothing  to  kill  them  Avith.  ''Behold 
added  this  chief,  pointing  to  the  dead  chief's  wives  and  chil- 
dren, ^'Behold  thy  children,  thy  brethren,  thy  sisters;  it  is  for 
thee  to  see  whether  thou  wishest  them  to  live  or  die.  They  will 
live  if  thou  givest  them  powder  and  ball ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
will  die  if  thou  refuse  it."  All  these  reasons  were  not  needed 
to  induce  Mr.  Le  Sueur  to  yield  to  their  request;  but  as  the 
Scioux  never  answer  on  the  spot,  especially  in  important  mat- 
ters, and  as  he  had  to  speak  to  them  about  his  establishment, 
he  left  the  cabin  without  saying  anything.  The  chief  and  all 
those  who  were  within  followed  him  to  the  gate  of  the  fort, 
and  after  he  went  in  they  n^ade  tlie  circuit  of  the  fort  three 
times,  w^eeping  and  crying  at  the  top  of  their  voices  Athe- 
ouanan  " — which  means,  ''My  father,  take  pity  on  us." 

The  next  day  he  assembled  in  the  fort  tlie  most  eminent  men 
of  both  villages ;  and,  as  it  is  impossible  to  subdue  the  Scioux 
or  to  prevent  their  going  to  war,  except  by  inducing  them  to 
cultivate  the  ground,  he  told  them  that  if  they  wished  to  ren- 
der themselves  worthy  of  the  king's  protection,  they  must  aban- 
don their  errant  life  and  come  and  form  a  village  around  hia 
settlement,  where  they  would  be  sheltered  from  the  attacks  of 
their  enemies.  He  said  that,  to  facilitate  their  means  of  lead- 
ing a  happy  life  there,  and  to  save  them  from  the  pangs  of 
hunger,  he  would  give  them  all  the  corn  necessary  to  plant  a 
good  deal  of  ground ;  that  the  king,  their  chief  and  his,  when 
sending  him,  had  forbidden  him  to  trade  in  beaver-skins,  know- 
ing that  this  hunt  obliged  them  to  scatter,  and  exposed  them 
to  be  killed  by  their  enemies;  that  in  consequence  he  liad  come 
to  settle  on  Blue  river,  the  neighborhood  of  which,  as  tlicy  had 
several  times  assured  him,  was  full  of  all  kinds  of  beasts,  for 
the  skins  of  wliicli  the  l^^rench  wo\ild  su})])ly  \\\\  their  wants. 
He  told  them  that  they  should  reflect  that  they  could  not  do 
Avithout  the  goods  of  the  French,  and  that  tlie  only  nutans  not 
to  be  deprived  of  tliem  was  not  to  make  war  on  nations  allied 
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to  US ;  and  as  it  is  the  Indian  custom  to  accompany  their  words 
with  a  present  proportioned  to  the  affair  discussed,  he  gave  them 
fifty  pounds  of  powder  and  as  many  of  bullets,  six  guns,  ten 
hatchets,  twelve  brasses  of  tobacco,  and  a  steel  calumet. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  the  Mantantons  invited  ^Ir.  Le 
Sueur  to  a  gTeat  feast;  four  of  their  cabins  had  been  thrown 
into  one,  in  which  there  were  a  hundred  men  seated  around, 
each  with  his  platter  before  him.  After  the  repast  Oucantapai, 
their  chief,  made  them  all  smoke  successively  the  steel  calumet 
which  had  been  presented  to  them.  Then  ho  made  a  present  to 
Mr.  Le  Sueur  of  a  slave  and  a  sack  of  wild  rice ;  and,  pointing 
to  his  people,  said:  '^Behold  the  remnants  of  that  great  village 
which  thou  didst  fonnerly  behold  so  numerous;  all  the  others 
have  been  slain  in  war,  and  the  few  men  thou  secst  in  this 
cabin  accept  the  present  that  thou  makest  them,  and  are  resolved 
to  obey  that  great  chief  of  all  the  nations  of  whom  thou  hast 
spoken  to  us.  Thou  must  therefore  no  longer  regard  us  as 
Scioux,  but  as  Frenchmen;  and,  instead  of  saying  that  the 
Scioux  are  wretches  who  have  no  sense  and  are  fit  only  to  plun- 
der and  rob  the  French,  thou  wilt  say :  ^My  brothers  are  unliappy 
men  who  have  no  sense;  we  must  try  and  get  them  some.  They 
rob  us,  but  to  prevent  them  I  will  take  care  that  they  do  not 
lack  iron — that  is  to  say  all  kinds  of  goods.'  If  thou  dost  this, 
I  assure  thee  that  in  a  short  time  the  Mantantons  will  become 
French  and  will  no  longer  have  the  vices  with  which  thou  re- 
proachest  them."  Having  finished  tliis  harangue  ho  covered 
his  head  with  his  robe,  the  others  imitated  him ;  they  wept  for 
their  comrades  slain  in  war,  and  chanted  a  farewell  to  their 
country,  in  so  mournful  a  tone  that  one  could  scarcely  help 
sharing  their  grief.  Then  Oucantapai  made  them  smoke  again, 
and  distributed  among  them  presents  that  had  been  giver,  to 
them,  and  said  that  ho  was  going  to  tlie  ]\rcndeoiiacantou3  to  in- 
form them  of  the  resolution  and  to  invite  them  to  (lo  the  same. 

On  the  12th  three  ]\rendeoua('nnton  chiefs  and  a  number  of 
Indians  of  the  same  village  arrived  at  the  fort,  and  the  next 
day  made  a  kind  of  satisfaction,  to  the  value  of  a  thousand 
livi(>s,  for  the  ])lnnder  tlial;  \hoy  liad  c<>nnnitt(Hi  on  llu^  l^'n^u-h. 
Tlury  hrougld; '100  poMiuls  ol"  bcaver-.skins ;  and  ])roinisiMi  in 
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the  following  summer,  after  they  had  made  canoes  and  gathered 
in  their  harvest  of  wild  rice,  they  would  come  to  settle  near  the 
French.  On  the  same  day  they  departed,  to  return  tx>  their 
village  east  of  the  Mississipi. 

Names  of  the  tribes  of  Sioux  of  the  East,  and  their  signifi cation. 

The  Mantantons — which  means,  ''Village  of  the  great  lake 
which  discharges  into  a  small  one."  The  Mendeouacantons — 
''Village  of  the  lake  of  the  spirit."  The  Quioepetons — "Vil- 
lage of  a  lake  in  a  river."  The  Psinoumanitons — "Village  of 
those  who  search  for  wild  rice."  The  Ouadebatons — "Village 
of  the  river."  The  Ocatamenetons — "Village  of  people  who 
are  on  the  headland  of  a  lake."  The  Songasquitons — ''  Village 
of  the  foi-t." 

Sioux  oy  the  West,  of  luhom  we  have  knowledge. 

The  Touchouaesintons — whicli  means  "Village  of  the  pole." 
The  Psinchatons — '"  Village  of  the  red  wild  rice."  The  Oujal- 
espoitons — "Village  scattered  in  several  small  bands."  Tiio 
Psinoutanhinhintons — "Village  of  the  great  wild  rice."  The 
Tintanaoughiatons — "Village  of  the  great  cabin."  The  Ouae- 
petons — "Village  of  the  leaf."  The  Onghetgcodatons — "Vil- 
lage of  the  dung."  The  Ouasicoutetons — "Village  of  those 
who  shoot  into  a  great  pine,"  The  Hinhanetons — "Village  of 
the  red-stone  quarry."^ 

iThe  name  Sioux  is  an  abbreviation  of  that  by  which  those  tribes 
were  commonly  known  among  the  Algonquian  peoples  east  of  them  — 
Nadouessioux,  meaning  "the  snake-like  ones,"  hence  "the  enemies,"  as 
the  Sioux  were  continually  at  war  with  their  eastern  neighbors.  Their 
own  name,  however,  is  Dakotan,  meaning  "allies"  or  "league."  At 
present,  the  best  ethnological  authorities  use  the  term  "Siouan"  to 
designate  the  stock  or  family  speaking  kindred  dialects  of  one  language; 
while  "Dakota"  is  used  in  a  tribal  sense,  referring  to  one  branch  of 
that  family.  The  Dakotas  call  themselves  Otceti-ca-kowi»,  "the  seven 
council-fires,"  referring  to  their  original  clans  or  gentes;  several  of 
these  are  given  in  Le  Sueur  s  list  above.  The  Mdewakantonwa"  (Men- 
deouacantons) were  so  called  from  the  place  of  their  early  residence. 
Spirit  Lake,  one  of  the  Mille  Lacs  of  Minnesota,  A  part  of  this  same 
band  were  called  Mantantons,  a  contraction  of  the  former  name.  An- 
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1700:    LOUVIGNY  PUNISHED  FOR  ILLICIT  TRADING  WITH 

IROQUOIS. 

[Documents  relating  this  affair  are  given  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp. 

67-77.] 


1700-02:    LE  SUEUR'S  FORT  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

[Penicaut'si  Relation  in  Margry's  Ddcouv.  et  etahl.,  v,  pp.  414-421,  425, 

426.] 

Advancing  a  league  on  that  river  [Blue  Earth],  we  found  a 
point  of  land  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  woods ;  and  upon 
this  point  Monsieur  Lesueur  resolved  to  have  his  fort  built, 
since  we  could  not  ascend  farther  on  account  of  the  ice,  and  as 

©ther  Dakota  band  were  the  Chonkasketons  (Songasquitons) ,  "the 
fortified  villages" — also  supposed  by  some  to  mean  "of  the  strong,  or 
brave."  Before  the  Siouan  people  obtained  firearms,  they  used  arrow- 
heads and  knives  of  sharp-edged  flint,  which  they  found  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thousand  Lakes  —  called  by  them  Isan-ta-mde,  "Lake  of  Knives." 
From  their  residence  there,  the  Eastern  Sioux  were  called  Isan-ya-ti, 
now  modified  to  Santee.  Included  under  this  name  are  the  Wahpetons 
(Ouaepetons),  and  Wazi-kute  (Ouasicoutetons) .  The  Ihauktouwan,  or 
Yankton,  are  the  division  from  which  the  Assiniboin  separated;  they 
claim  to  have  been  divinely  appointed  as  guardians  of  the  great  Red 
Stone  quarry,  and  are  probably  the  same  as  the  Hinhanctons  of  Le 
Sueur.  The  other  tribal  appellations  in  his  list  cannot  be  identified,  or 
have  disappeared  in  the  course  of  time.  Valuable  information  regard- 
ing the  history,  organization,  customs,  and  present  status  of  the  Siouan 
tribes,  is  given  in  the  annual  Reports  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Ethnology — 
especially  in  that  for  1885-86,  J.  W.  Powell's  "Indian  Linguistic  Fam- 
ilies," pp.  111-118;  and  in  that  for  1893-94,  W.  J.  McGec's  "Siouan  In- 
dians," pp.  157-204,  and  J.  O.  Dorsey's  "Siouan  Sociology."  pp.  213-244. 
See  also  S.  R.  Rigg's  "Dakota  Grammar,  Texts,  and  Ethnography" 
(edited  by  Dorsey),  vol.  ix  of  U.  ^.  (Hcotj.  and  Oeol.  Survey  of  Rocky 
Mountain  Region  (Washington,  1893);  and  Neill's  Dahkotah  Land 
(Phila.,  1859),  and  Hist.  IJi7Lncsota.~-'Ei). 

iPenicaut  came  to  Louisiana  with  Iberville  in  1699,  when  he  was  not 
more  than  twenty  years  old.  His  "Relation  de  la  Louisiana"  covers 
the  history  of  that  colony,  and  the  explorations  made  by  Its  pioneers, 
from  1699  until  1721,  when  Ponicaut,  having  lost  his  sight,  was  com- 
pelled to  return  to  France.  The  "Relation"  waa  first  published  by  Mar- 
gry.— En. 
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it  was  the  last  day  of  September,  when  the  winter  has  already 
begun,  which  is  very  severe  in  that  region.  Half  of  our  men 
went  hunting,  while  the  others  worked  at  building  the  fort.  We 
killed  four  hundred  wild  cattle  [buffaloes],  which  made  our 
provision  for  the  winter;  after  having  skinned  and  cleaned  the 
carcasses,  and  cut  them  into  quarters,  we  placed  the  meat  on 
scaffolds  in  our  fort.  We  also  erected  within  the  fort  some 
cabins,  and  a  building  for  storing  our  merchandise.  After  hav- 
ing dragged  our  shallop  within  the  enclosure  of  the  fort,  we 
spent  the  winter  there,  in  our  cabins.  When  we  were  begin- 
ning to  build  our  fort,  seven  French  traders  from  Canada  came 
to  us  there.  They  had  been  plundered  and  stripped  naked  by 
the  Sioux,  a  wandering  people  who  live  wholly  by  hunting  and 
pillage.  Among  these  seven  persons  was  a  Canadian  gentle- 
man known  to  Monsieur  Lesueur,  who  had  at  once  recognized 
him,  and  supplied  him,  as  well  as  all  the  other  traders,  with 
clothing  and  other  necessary  articles.  In  fine,  they  remained 
with  us  throughout  the  winter  at  our  fort,  where  our  sole  food 
was  the  meat  of  our  buffaloes,  and  we  had  not  even  salt  to  eat 
with  it.  At  the  beginning,  during  the  first  fortnight,  we  had  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  accustoming  ourselves  to  this  diet;  we 
had  diarrhoea  and  fever,  and  felt  such  disgust  for  this  food  that 
we  could  not  endure  the  taste  of  it.  But  gradually  our  systems 
so  adapted  themselves  that  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  there  was  not 
one  of  us  who  did  not  daily  eat  more  than  ten  livres  of  meat^ 
and  drink  four  bowlfuls  of  soup.  When  ^ye  had  become  accus- 
tomed to  this  manne/  of  life,  it  rendered  us  very  fleshy,  and 
there  were  no  longer  any  sick  persons  amiong  us. 

When  spring  came,  we  proceeded  to  work  the  copper  mine. 
This  was  at  the  beginning  of  April  of  that  year  [1701]  ;  we  took 
with  us  twelve  laborers  and  four  hunters.  The  location  of  this 
mine  was  about  tliree-fourths  of  a  league  distant  from  our  fort. 
In  twenty-two  days  Ave  took  out  from  that  mine  more  than  thirty 
thousand  livres'  weight  of  ore;  of  this  we  selected  only  four 
thousand  of  the  richest  quality,  which  Monsieur  Le  Sueur,  who 
had  very  good  knowledge  of  ores,  had  conveyed  to  the  fort; 

iThe  French  livre  of  weight  is  equivalent  to  about  1.1  English 
pounds,  avoirdupois. —  Ed. 
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it  has  since  been  shipped  to  France.  I  have  not  learned  the 
result  of  this  experiment.  Tliat  mine  is  located  at  the  begin- 
ning^ of  a  lonii,'  raime  of  hills  which  border  the  river.  Boats 
could  go  up  to  the  edg^e  of  the  mine ;  the  place  where  the  ore 
is  obtained  is  a  green  earth,  a  foot  and  a  half  in  thickness.  The 
soil  above  it  is  stiff  and  hard  as  a  rock,  and  blackened  and 
scorched  like  coal  bj  the  vapor  that  issues  from  the  mine.  We 
could  scratch  the  copper  with  a  knife.  Upon  those  liills  there 
are  no  trees.  If  that  mine  is  a  good  one,  a  great  traffic  in  the 
ore  could  be  carried  on,  since  the  hills  contain  tliat  same 
soil  for  more  than  ten  leagues.  According  to  the  observations 
that  we  made  there^  there  seems  to  be  a  continual  fog  over 
those  hills,  even  in  the  finest  weather.  After  twenty-two  days 
of  toil,  we  returned  to  our  fort,  to  which  the  Sioux  (from  that 
tribe  of  Savages  who  had  pillaged  the  Canadians  who  came 
to  our  fort)  brought  to  us  their  merchandise  of  peltries;  they 
had  more  than  four  hundred  beaver  robes.  These  robes  are 
made  of  nine  skins  sewed  together ;  Monsieur  Le  Sueur  bought 
these,  as  well  as  many  other  pelts,  for  which  he  traded  with 
them  during  a  week.  He  obliged  their  chiefs  to  come  to  lodge 
with  the  Savages  near  the  fort.  It  was  with  difficulty  that 
they  could  agree  to  this,  because  that  tribe,  who  are  very  numer- 
ous, are  always  wandering,  and  live  only  by  liunling;  and  wlien 
they  have  remained  a  week  in  one  ])lace,  it  becomes  necessary 
for  them  to  go  moi-e  than  ten  leagues  thence  in  ordei*  \o  find 
game  enough  to  live  upon.  They  have,  howev(M',  a  ])hu'0  of 
residence  where  they  gather  fruits,  A\hich  are  very  ditl'crent 
from  those  on  the  lower  ])art  of  tlie  ]\lississi])y  river  —  such  as 
cherries,  which  grow  in  clusters,  as  do  our  grapes  in  France; 
atoquas,  a  fruit  which  resend)les  our  s( i-awlxu-rii^s,  ])ul  larger, 
and  S(]uare  in  sliajx';  and  articliokes,^  whii-h  rcsiMiiMc  our 
trulfies.  Tluu'e  arc;  also  more  dillvriMit  spi-cies  ol'  tri-cs  than 
are  found  on  the  lower  river — for  instance,  of  the  wiM  duM  ry, 

1  Atoka  (atoqua):  the  AlgonQiiian  name  of  the  cranberry  (VtWiiaum 
macrocarpon  ) .  "Artichokes"  probably  referes  to  the  tuberous  roots  of 
a  species  of  sunflower  (Hclianthus  tuberosiis) ,  indigenous  to  North 
America,  and  often  used  as  food  by  the  aborigines:  it  is  pop\ilarly 
known  as  "Jerusalem  artichoke." — En. 
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maple,  and  plaine,  and  of  the  poplar,  a  tree  which  grows  so 
large  that  some  specimens  of  it  are  five  brasses  in  circumfer- 
ence.-"  As  for  the  trees  called  ''maple''  and  'plains,  incisions 
are  made  in  them  early  in  March,  and  a  tube  is  placed  in  each 
incision  to  catcli  the  sap  ;  this  i)asses  throngh  the  tube  and  falls 
into  a  vessel,  which  is  placed  underneath  to  receive  it.  These 
trees  flow  abundantly  during  three  months,  from  the  first  of  - 
March  to  the  end  of  May;  the  water  which  they  distill  is  very 
sweet;  to  preserve  it,  tliis  is  boiled  until  it  becomes  a  sirup,  and 
if  it  is  boiled  longer  it  turns  to  sugar. 

The  cold  Aveather  is  even  more  severe  in  those  countries  than 
it  is  in  Canada.  During  the  winter  that  we  spent  in  our  fort, 
we  heard  the  loud  ^loise,  like  the  sound  of  a  gunshot,  made 
by  the  trees  when  they  were  split  ])y  the  intense  cold.  Where 
the  water  in  the  river  was  still,  it  was  frozen  solid ;  and  on 
the  land  the  snow  fell  to  the  de})th  of  five  feet.  All  this  snow 
and  ice  melts  usually  at  the  beginning  of  April,  which  causes 
the  Mississipy  to  overflow  its  banks  in  the  spring. 

As  soon  as  winter  begins  in  that  country, — that  is,  in  the 
month  of  September, — the  bears  clind)  up  hollow  trees,  and 
wedge  their  bodies  into  the  hollow  places  of  the  trees ;  they 
remain  there  six  or  seven  months,  without  leaving  their  refuge, 
and  nourish  themselves  only  by  licking  their  paws.  AVhen  they 
enter  those  holes,  they  are  very  poor  in  flesh ;  but  when  they 
leave  them,  after  winter  has  ended,  they  are  so  fat  that  they 
hav^  a  layer  of  tallow  half  a  foot  thick.  It  is  almost  always 
in  the  poplar  or  cypress  that  the  bear  hides,  because  those  trees 
are  usually  hollow,  WIk^u  men  undertake  to  kill  them,  tliey 
place  against  the  tree  in  which  the  bear  is,  another  tree,  wliich 
extends  to  the  hole  by  which  the  bear  ent(M'ed.  A  man  ascends 
by  this  latter  tree,  and  through  the  hole  flings  into  the  hollow 
of  the  tree  where  the  bear  lies  some  pieces  of  burning  dry  wood, 
Avhich  compels  the  animal  to  come  out,  in  order  to  (\^ca])e  being 
burned  there.    When  it  has  emergcMl  from  the  liollow  of  the 

1  Probably  the  cottonwood  {Popultls),  which  often  grows  to  an  enor- 
mous size.  The  plaine  (a  term  used  to  this  day  in  Canada)  is  tlio  rod 
or  swamp  maple  (Acer  ruhrum) ,  which  also  produces  sugar,  although 
somewhat  inferior  to  that  of  the  sugar  maple  (A.  saccharinuyn) . — Ed. 
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tree^  it  descends  backward,  as  a  man  would;  and  while  it  de- 
scends the  hunters  fire  their  guns  at  the  beast.  This  is  very 
dangerous  hunting,  for  although  the  animal  may  be  wounded, 
sometimes  with  three  or  four  gunshots,  it  will  still  hasten  to 
attack  the  first  persons  whom  it  encounters,  and  in  an  instant 
rends  them,  with  a  single  blow  of  teeth  and  claws.  There  are 
bears  as  large  as  a  coach-horse,  and  so  strong  that  they  can  easily 
break  a  tree  as  large  as  a  man's  thigh.  The  Sioux  tribes  carry 
on  bear-hunting  extensively;  they  use  the  flesh  for  their  food, 
and  trade  the  skins  to  the  Canadian  French.  In  exchange  for 
these,  we  sell  to  them  at  high  prices  the  wares  that  we  carry 
thither.  Tobacco  especially  (that  is,  Brazilian  tobacco)  wa3 
advanced  to  the  rate  of  a  hundred  ecus  the  livre :  two  small  hom- 
handled  knives,  or  four  lead  bullets,  were  then  on  the  scale  of 
ten  ecus  in  exchange  for  their  merchandise  of  pelts ;  and  other 
articles  on  like  terms. 

At  the  beginning  of  May,  we  launched  our  shallop  on  the 
water,  and  loaded  it  with  that  green  earth  that  we  had  taken 
from  the  mines,  and  with  pelts  from  our  trading,  r\f  which 
brought  away  three  canoe-loads.  Monsieur  Le  Sueur,  before 
departing,  held  council  with  Monsieur  d'Eraque,  a  Canadian 
gentleman,  and  the  three  chiefs  of  the  Sioux,  who  were  brothers ; 
to  those  chiefs  Monsieur  Le  Sueur  said  that,  since  he  was  obliged 
to  go  down  the  river  to  the  sea,  he  would  beg  them  to  remain 
on  peaceable  terms  with  Monsieur  d'Eraque,  whom  he  left  as 
governor  of  Fort  L'Huillier,  with  twelve  Frenchmen.  Monsieur 
Le  Sueur  then  made  the  Savages  a  considerable  present,  ask- 
ing them  not  to  abandon  the  Frenchmen ;  after  that,  we 
embarked,  he  and  the  twelve  men  wliom  he  had  chosen  to  go 
down  the  river  with  him  to  the  sea.  At  his  de])art\ire  ^lonsieur 
Le  Sueur  promised  Monsieur  d'Eraque  and  the  tw(dvo  Froiich- 
men  who  reniaincd  with  him  to  guard  the  fort  to  send  (horn 
ammunition  from  the  Illinois,^  as  soon  as  he  arrived  there. 
This  ho  did;  for  when  he  arrived  tJiero  he  despatched  a  canoe. 

1  Apparently  a  reference  to  the  settlement  of  the  Kaskaskias  (an 
Illinois  tribe),  who  had  removed  their  village  to  the  Mississippi  river  in 
the  summer  of  1700;  a  French  trading-post  also  was  soon  established 
there. — Ed. 
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laden  with  two  thousand  livres  of  lead  and  powder,  with  three 
of  our  men  to  manage  it.  We  remained  a  few  days  at  the  Illi- 
nois, departing  thence  after  we  had  obtained  the  supplies  neces- 
sary for  the  voyage  down  to  the  sea.  While  going  down,  we 
spent  the  nights  at  the  various  villages  which  we  have  already 
mentioned  on  the  journey  up ;  we  landed  at  the  post  where  Mes- 
sieurs de  St.  Denis  and  de  Bienville  were  in  command;^  and 
they  informed  us  that  Monsieur  d'lberville^  had  arrived  at 
Biloxi  more  than  a  month  before. 

The  three  men  with  whom  Monsieur  Le  Sueur  had  left  orders, 
when  he  was  at  the  Illinois,  to  take  a  canoe  loaded  with  ammu- 
nition to  Monsieur  d'Eraque  at  Fort  L'Huillier  arrived  at  the 
fort  of  Monsieur  de  St.  Denis ;  they  gTeatly  surprised  Monsieur 
Le  Sueur  by  informing  him  that,  the  canoe  which  they  used  hav- 
ing split,  they  had  lost  it,  with  all  the  ammunition,  opposite  ]^ic- 
olas  Perrot's  mine.  Messieurs  de  St.  Denis  and  de  Bienville 
immediately  gave  orders  that  they  should  load  a  canoe  with  more 
ammunition  and  food,  commanding  them  to  use  all  possible  dil- 
igence to  arrive  quickly  at  Fort  L'llaillier.  As  for  us,  after  we 
had  unloaded  from  our  shallop  and  canoes  the  peltries  which  we 
had  obtained  in  trade  with  the  Sioux,  we  went  down  the  river  in 
a  shallop  with  Monsieur  Le  Sueur,  a  few  days  later,  to  the  fort 
of  Biloxy,  where  we  found  Monsieur  d'Iberville  had  arrived ;  he 
was  still  occuped  with  getting  his  ships  unloaded. 

At  the  same  time  [in  the  spring  of  1702],  Monsieur  d'lber- 
ville  had  sent  a  transport  loaded  with  military  supplies  and  pro- 

iln  February,  1700,  Iberville  established  a  fortified  post  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, about  half-way  between  the  present  New  Orleans  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  delta;  it  is  designated  on  early  maps  as  Fort  La 
Boulaye.  In  the  autumn  of  1705,  this  fort  was  abandoned,  and  Its  gar- 
rison and  stores  transferred  to  Mobile. —  Ed. 

2 Pierre  le  Moyne,  sieur  d'Iberville,  was  one  of  the  most  noted  among 
Canadian  naval  officers  of  his  time,  and  gained  especial  renown  by 
his  expeditions  againat  the  English  at  Hudson  Bay  (in  1686,  1694,  and 
1697),  and  by  his  settlement  of  Louisiana  (1699-1702),  thus  confirming 
the  claim  of  Prance  to  that  vast  territory.  Obliged  to  return  to  France 
(1702)  in  ill  health,  he  led  an  expedition  against  the  English  in  the 
V/est  Indies  in  1700,  and  on  July  9  of  that  year  died  at  Havana.— Ed. 
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visions  to  Monsieur  de  St.  Denis,  commandant  at  the  fort  of 
Mississipy ;  tbey  found  there  Monsienr  d'Eraque,  with  the 
twelve  Frenchmen  who  had  remained  v.'ith  him  at  Fort  L'Huil- 
lier.  He  came  a  few  days  later  in  the  transport  to  Mohile, 
where  was  Monsieur  d'Iberville;  having  saluted  him,  ^lonsieur 
d'Eraque  reported  that  Monsieur  Le  Sueur,  having  left  him  at 
Fort  L'Huillier,  had  when  leaving  promised  him  to  send  them 
from  the  Illinois  ammunition  and  provisions ;  that,  having 
waited  a  long  time  without  receiving  any  news  from  him,  he  had 
been  attacked  by  the  Mascoustin  and  Kenard  tribes.  They  had 
slain  three  of  our  Frenchmen,  who  were  at  work  in  the  v\'oods, 
at  two  gunshots'  distance  from  the  fort;  and  after  thebO  Savages 
withdrew  he  had  been  compelled,  since  lie  had  no  lead  and  pow- 
der, to  abando;i  the  fort,  after  burying  tlie  goods  that  still  re- 
mained to  him,  in  order  to  go  down  with  his  men  to  the  sea. 


1700:    TREATY  WITH  INDIAN  TRIBES;   ILLICIT  TRADING. 

[Extract  from  letter  of  Governor  Callidres  to  Count  de  Pontchartrain, 

Oct.  16,  1700.] 

To  the  joint  letter  of  the  Intend  ant  and  myself,^  I  annex, 
My  Lord,  the  words  of  the  Iroquois  ..nd  my  answers  to  them ; 
you  will  be  informed  by  that,  of  the  manner  I  have  concluded 
the  Peace,  which  I  made  them  sign  according  to  their  c\istom, 
together  with  the  Deputies  of  our  Indian  allies,  whom  I  in- 
vited to  attend  on  that  occasion. - 

I  afterwards  sent  Father  Anjalran   and  Sicur  de  (^ourto 


1  The  governor  of  New  France  at  that  time  was  Louis  Hector  de 
Callieres  (from  Frontenac's  death,  December,  UJDS,  until  his  own  death, 
May  26,  1703).  P^'rontenac's  intendant,  Jean  Bochart  de  Champii;ny, 
held  that  office  until  August,  l'<02. —  Ei). 

2 For  detailed  account  of  this  treaty  of  peace  between  the  French  and 
their  allies  and  the  Iroquois  (ratified  in  September,  1701).  see  .\.  V. 
Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  708-711,  715-720.  722-732.— En. 
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manolie,  Lieutenant  of  the  troops  and  Captain  of  my  Guards, 
to  tlie  Oiitaouas  to  get  tliem  to  accept  and  sign  it,  as  well  as  all 
the  Upper  ^^ations.  I  ordered  them  to  enjoin  on  the  Chiefs  to 
bring  me  down  all  the  Iroquois  prisoners  in  their  Country  at 
the  beginning  of  next  August,  which  is  the  term  I  have  like- 
Avise  fixed  for  the  Iroquois  Deputies  to  bring  me  down  those 
of  our  Indians  in  their  custody,  so  as  to  make  them  exchange 
them  in  my  presence,  and  thereby  confimi  that  peace,  which  I 
hope  will  imt  a  termination  to  all  acts  of  hostility  in  these 
countries.  I  hope  it  may  be  agreeable  to  his  Majesty,  having 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  furnish  him  wdth  proofs  of  my 
zeal  for  his  service,  and  to  render  you  satisfied  with  my  entire 
conduct. 

You  will  also  see  by  the  same  joint  letter  that  I  have  dis- 
patched Sieur  Je  Tonty,^  Captain  of  the  Troops,  to  Missili- 
niakinac  to  convey  my  orders,  agreeably  to  those  of  the  Xing, 
to  cause  the  Frenchmen  who  remained  there  to  come  down, 
lie  brought  me  only  20  of  them.  The  others,  to  the  number 
of  84,  adopted,  for  the  most  part,  the  resolution  to  proceed  to 
the  establishment  on  the  Mississippy,  whither  30  of  them  had 
already  descended  in  ten  canoes,  loaded  with  beaver  which  they 
owe  to  the  merchants  of  this  country.  Sieur  d'lbeiwille  put 
this  beaver  on  board  his  ship  and  gave  them  12  @  1500'^^  of 
powder,  and  some  of  his  people  have  also  given  them  other  goods 
in  trade. 

I  have  learned  that,  since  he  set  sail,  ten  other  canoes  loaded 
with  beaver  have  gone  thither,  and  thjit  other  Coureurs  de  bois 
arc  preparing  to  do  in  like  manner.  Had  Sieur  d 'Iberville 
thought  proper  to  write  me  an  account  of  what  passed  in  tliose 
parts,  as  he  had  done  to  some  of  his  relatives  in  Montreal,  I 

1  Reference  is  here  made  to  Alphonse  de  Tonty,  a  younger  brother  of 
La  Salle's  companion.  In  1701  he  aided  Cadillac  in  the  formation  of 
the  Detroit  settlement;  and,  five  years  later,  was  sent  to  take  charge  of 
Fort  Frontenac.  In  1708  he  was  removed  from  that  post,  on  charges  of 
illicit  trading  and  extortion  from  the  Indians,  and  was  for  some  time 
in  disgrace  with  his  superiors.  Eventually  he  appears  to  have  recov- 
ered their  confidence;  and  in  1746  was  again  commandant  at  Fort 
Frontenac. — Ed. 
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would  have  advised  liim,  or  those  who  are  in  command  there,  of 
my  opinion,  so  as  to  apply  a  remedy  to  this  wholesale  robhery. 
I  have  been  greatly  surprised  that  he  did  not  inform  me  of  it, 
since  you  have  not  let  me  know,  My  Lord,  that  the  King  had 
detached  that  country,  which  was  discovered  by  this,  from  the 
general  government  of  this  Colony.  In  whatsoever  manner  his 
Majesty  disposes  of  it,  it  would  be  necessary  that  he  should  send 
his  orders  to  the  Commander  of  that  post,  to  arrest  these  rebels, 
so  that  they  may  be  sent  to  the  galleys,  agreeably  to  the  King's 
declaration  of  the  21'='^  May,  1G96;  and  that  he  address  like  in- 
structions tO'  me  by  the  earliest  vessels,  in  order  that  they  be 
informed  thereof  by  the  coast  of  the  Mississippy  and  by  this 
way,  so  as  to  constrain  them  to  profit  by  the  longest  delay  I  have 
given  them — until  the  month  of  July  next  year — to  return  to 
this  country.  This  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  his  Majesty 
having  to  chastise  them  according  to  the  rigor  of  his  orders.^ 

lA  letter  of  Louis  XIV  to  Callieres,  dated  May  31,  1701,  says  on  this 
point:  "In  regard  to  the  84,  who  had  not  yet  rejoined  last  year,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  whom  had  proceeded  to  the  Mississippi,  his  Majesty 
has  been  informed  of  the  reasons  that  have  detained  them  in  the 
woods,  and  has  been  pleased  to  talie  it  into  favorable  consideration,  be- 
ing strongly  persuaded  that  the  clemency  he  is  pleased  to  extend  to 
them  will  engage  them  to  a  more  prompt  obedience  in  future.  What 
has  induced  his  Majesty  the  more  to  listen  to  their  excuses  has  been  the 
resolution  he  has  adopted  to  form  a  settlement  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
Mississippi.  He  proposes  to  place  those  people  there,  and  in  that  way 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  that  Colony,  which  has  become  to  him  ai'  in- 
dispensable necessity,  in  order  to  prevent  the  progress  which  the  Eng- 
lish of  Carolina  and  New  Yorlc  have  begun  to  make  in  the  territories 
intervening  between  them  and  that  River.  But  as  he  is  desirous  of  pre- 
venting that  Colony  being  injurious  to  Canada,  his  Majesty  will  issup 
orders  to  oblige  the  Canadians  who  have  repaired  thither  to  pay  their 
debts.  He  will  prohibit  them  also  from  hunting  Beaver:  and  as  thej- 
actually  have  some  of  that  article,  and  have  not  been  informed  of  the 
prohibition  his  Majesty  has  concluded  on,  he  has  permitted  the  Dcpiities 
of  the  Quebec  company,  at  present  in  France,  to  send  a  clerk  to  the 
Mississippi  to  receive  and  pay  for  all  the  Beaver  that  will  be  brought 
thither  pending  this  and  next  year,  to  prevent  its  being  conveyed  to  the 
English,  and  in  order  that  such  trade  remain  in  the  same  hands." 
The  king  also  writes,  a  year  later:  "Being  desirous  to  employ  iisofiilly 
the  means  which  could  be  put  in  operation  to  prevent  their  being  lost 
and  going  over  to  the  English,  his  Majesty  had  permitted  them  to  re- 
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It  would  further  be  necessary  to  forbid  those  who  will  settle 
in  that  country  receiving  any  beaver  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, or  going  to  trade  for  any  to  the  Indian  nations,  permit- 
ting them  only  to  trade  in  Buffalo  skins  and  other  articles  that 
can  be  procured  on  that  continent.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
means  to  prevent  the  lawless  people  of  this  country  disbanding 
themselves,  and  to  maintain  it  by  the  fur  trade  of  which  it  has 
been  in  possession  since  its  first  foundation. 

Since  the  King  has  had  reason  for  endeavoring  to  settle  the 
Mississippi,  though  the  mouth  of  that  river  be  completely  ob- 
structed by  a  bar  which  prevents  the  entrance  of  vessels,  there 
being  only  8  or  10  feet  of  water  on  it,  I  consider  for  the  advan- 
tage of  his  service  that  it  is  highly  important  to  maintain  that 
post,  because  th^  neighboring  Spaniards  and  English  would  not 
fail,  were  it  abandoned,  to  seize  it  by  means  of  small  craft,  one 
of  which  has  already  made  its  appearance,  and  by  their  own 
exertions  and  those  of  the  Coureurs  de  bois  draw  to  themselves 
the  trade  of  that  country,  without  our  being  able  to  prevent  it, 
which  would  be  attended  with  an  inevitable  loss. 

I  have  reprimanded  the  Outaouacs  Chiefs  who  have  been 
down  here,  for  having  been  to  war  against  the  Sioux,  notwith- 
standing my  having  forbid  them  last  year ;  and  I  recommended 
to  them,  as  well  as  to  Father  Anjalran  and  Sieur  de  Courte- 
manche,  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  continuance  of 
those  hostilities  between  them,  which  appear  to  me  to  have 
reached  a  great  height,  the  Sioux  having  swept  off,  last  spring, 
a  Village  of  the  Miamis.  It  will  be  very  difiicult  to  arrange 
this,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  of  those  nations,  who  have 
no  longer  a  Conunandant  to  speak  to  them  in  my  name. — N.  Y. 
Colon.  Docs. J  ix,  pp.  712,  713. 

move  to  and  settle  in  the  Colony  which  has  been  begun  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Misslssipy,  with  permission  to  vend  their  Beaver  to  the  Company, 
with  the  express  understanding  that  they  would  be  prohibited  pursuing 
that  trade  in  future  under  severe  penalties.  His  Majesty  will  not  por 
mit  them  even  that  of  small  peltry,  but  only  that  of  hides  of  buffa- 
loes and  of  other  animals  from  which  they  can  be  procured."  See  N.  Y. 
Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  721,  735.— Ei). 
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1701:    CADILLAC'S  DETROIT  COLONY;  APPROVED  BY  JESUITS. 

[Letters  of  missionaries  to  Cadillac.  MSS.  (copies)  in  the  archives 
of  Province  of  Quebec;  and  in  those  of  St.  Mary's  College,  Montreal. 
The  French  text  of  most  of  these  documents  was  published  by  Margry, 
in  vol.  V  of  Becouv.  et  etahl.} 

At  MissiLiMAKiNAK,  July  25,  1701. 
Monsieur — After  having  in  fact  desired  for  so  many  years 
the  settlement  of  Detroit,  as  yon  write,  the  letter  that  yon  have 
done  me  tlie  honor  of  writing  to  convey  the  happy  news  to  me 
conld  only  he  very  agreeahlc.  I  wonld  deem  it  a  pleasure  to 
proceed  at  once  to  render  yon  all  the  services  in  my  power,  did 
the  state  of  this  mission  permit  of  it.  But  you  know  that  every- 
hody  liere  has  gone  down  to  Montreal  for  the  general  meeting 
to  he  held  there.  It  is  necessary  to  await  their  return  hefore 
anytliing  can  he  done;  for  no  other  steps  can  he  taken  than  those 
they  wonld  themselves  have  taken  witli  Monsieur  the  Govenior, 
irj  c(>!ni<c\lh!i  v/jilj  tljf;  (](ir.]p!n  of  T}jf-ij'  appi'oachiiJtr  mii'"ration, 
(>i  v/h'if'h  did  /iOt  fail  \(f  \(-\[  hi./i,  hi  r^rder  to  a.-ic<^^-iTain  hii 
wishes  on  the  suhject.  Meanwhile,  I  can  assure  you  that  wher- 
ever I  may  go,  whether  directly  to  Detroit  or  to  the  neighhor- 
hood,  I  shall  always  he  fully  disposed  to  show  you  effectively  by 
everything  in  my  power  that  I  remain  with  respect,^  Monsieur, 
Your  very  Obedient  Servant, 

Etifnne  de  Catiheil, 

of  the  Society  of  Jesus. 


At  MissM-iMAKiXAK.  July  2S,  1701. 
MoNsiEUK  —  You  do  me  the  justice  of  bcli('\iug  that  1  will 
contribute  as  far  as  lies  in  my  ]K>wer  to  the  si'tth-ujcnt  at.  De- 
troit; and  that,  if  I  cannot  do  it  otherwise,  I  will  do  so  at  least 
by  the  feebh?  aid  of  my  j)rayers  to  tlu^  Lord,     in  addition  to 

3  Note  on  margin,  by  La  Mothe-Cadillac:  "By  this  letter  Father  de 
Carheil,  the  missionary  of  the  Hurons  at  Missilimakinak,  proves  the 
necessity,  in  his  own  opinion,  of  the  settlement  at  Detroit:  for  ho  ad- 
mits that  he  has  desired  it  for  many  years,  and  learns  the  news  with 
pleasure." 
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my  natural  inclination  and  to  tli©  will  of  our  superiors,  your 
letter  will  be  a  still  further  encouragement,  considering  the  sen- 
timents that  you  express.  Tliere  is  not  a  missionary  who  should 
not  deem  it  a  pleasure  to  go  there. 

You  cannot  do  better  than  carry  out  the  design  you  speak  of 
with  reference  to  brandy.  That  is  the  way  to  make  the  settle- 
ment a  success.  Nisi  Dominvs  edificaverU  dorniim  in  vanufn 
lahoraverunt  qui  edificant  earn  [^•Unless  the  Lord  liave  built 
the  city,  they  who  build  it  have  labored  in  vain"].  You  can- 
not l)etter  second  the  intentions  of  the  ]ving,  whose  chief  object 
in  settlements  of  this  kind,  which  likewise  concern  the  savages, 
is  the  salvation  of  those  poor  souls,  of  which  the  trade  in  brandy 
makes  them  incapable. 

We  expect  our  savages  to  return  fortliwith.  Then  we  shall 
know  their  true  resolution,  and  the  intentions  of  ^Monsieur  de 
Callieres  and  of  our  Superiors.  For  my  part,  I  am  quite  ready 
to  start  this  autumn,  if  it  be  desired.  Whether  it  be  the 
aiitumn  or  the  s})ring,  or  even  wiiether  I  be  sent  to  another  place 
(for  you  know  that  we  are  children  of  obedience),  I  shall  ever 
remain  with  great  respect.  Monsieur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  iMauest,  of  tlie  Society  of  Jesus. ^ 

iJean  Joseph  Marest  was  a  brother  of  Gabriel;  soon  after  he  came 
to  the  Canada  missions,  he  was  sent  to  the  Sioux,  and  his  name  ap- 
pears in  Perrot's  prise  de  possession  (1G89).  He  was  afterward  superior 
of  the  Ottawa  missions,  and  resided  at  Mackinac  at  least  during  1700  M. 
He  died  at  Montreal  in  October,  1725.— Eu. 

Note  of  Cadillac  on  this  document:  *' In  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
letter  written  by  Monsieur  de  Callieres  to  Monsieur  Lamothe  at  De- 
troit, dated  Aug,  24,  1701,  he  says:  'I  hope  that  the  Hurons  and  most 
of  ihe  Ottawas  will  go  to  join  you  at  Detroit  early  in  the  autumn;  and 
I  am  writing  to  the  Reverend  Fathers  Marest  and  de  Carheil  asking 
them  to  accompany  the  Savages,  in  order  to  agree  with  you  on  the  place 
where  it  will  be  most  suitable  that  they  shall  establish  themselves.' 
Those  two  missionaries,  very  far  from  conforming  to  the  intention  of 
that  letter,  are  employing  every  means  to  prevent  the  Savages  from 
crming  here.  That  is  plain  from  the  councils  which  were  held  at  fort 
Pontchartrain  on  Oct.  DO  and  Dec.  4,  1701." 
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At  Fort  Frontenac,  September  23,  1701. 

Monsieur — Our  good  fortune  in  meeting  Madame  de  La 
Mothe  at  fort  Frontenac  gives  me  a  fine  opportunity  of  express- 
ing my  very  humble  thanks  to  you  for  all  your  kindness  to  me 
last  summer,  both  on  the  journey  and  at  Detroit.  I  beg  you  to 
be  pleased  to  continue  the  same  to  him  among  our  fathers  who 
shall  come  down  from  Missilimakinac  to  Detroit;  for  I  have  no 
doubt  that  yow  will  soon  have  one  there,  because,  on  Lake  Erie, 
I  met  Quarante-sous,  the  Huron,  who  assured  me  that  the  Hu- 
rons  would  certainly  go  and  settle  near  you  this  autumn. 

As  to  the  Iroquois  whom  we  met  on  the  way,  we  did  not  find 
them  gTeatly  opposed  to  your  settlement.  Some  even  told  me 
that  they  were  pleased  that,  when  hunting  near  Lake  Erie,  they 
w^ould  find  everything  they  needed  at  Detroit  in  exchange  for 
their  elk,  deer,  and  doe  skins.  Thus  you  have  only  to  consider 
the  means  of  getting  a  quantity  of  cheap  goods. 

I  do  not  give  you  the  news  we  have  learaed  here,  because  it 
has  been  told  us  by  Madame  de  la  Mothe,  who  will  relate  it  to 
you  as  well  as  I  could  write  it.  I  beg  you  lo  accept  my  very 
hiunble  services,  and  to  believe  me,  Monsieur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Francois  A^aillant, 

Jesuit. 


1701:    MICHILLlMAKINAC  AND  DETROIT. 

[Extracts  from  letters  by  the  Jesuit  missionary  Joseph  Marest  ta 
La  Mothe  Cadillac;  dated  at  Michillimakinac,  Oct.  8  and  20,  1701.  MSS. 
(copies)  in  archives  of  Province  of  Quebec;  press-mark  "Mss.  relat. 
N.  France,  series  2,  vol.  9,  pp.  5117-5120."] 

^Monsieur  De  La  forest  has  just  started  from  here.  Our 
canoes  left  nearly  15  days  ago  for  la  bnie.    Fatlier  Chardon^ 

1  Jean  B.  Chardon  came  to  Canada  in  1699,  and  after  two  years  joined 
the  Western  missions,  soon  coming  to  Green  Bay  (De  Pere).  Ho  prob- 
ably remained  there  until  that  post  was  abandoned;  in  May,  1705  (and 
for  several  years  thereafter),  he  was  with  the  Miamis  on  St.  Joseph 
river.  Charlevoix  found  him  (1721)  at  Green  Bay,  ministering  to  the 
Indians;  but  no  further  information  regarding;  him  is  available,  save 
that  he  died  In  1743.— Ed. 
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embarked  with  the  last  ones  to  proceed  also  to  la  bale,  to  the 
assistance  of  Father  ^Touvelj  who  is  home  down  by  the  weight 
of  nearly  80  years  and  by  many  ailments.  That  father  brought 
ns  letters  from  below  addressed  to  you.  There  are  two  packets 
and  a  single  letter  which  I  have  charged  Mikinak  (who  is  not 
unknown  to  you)  to  deliver  into  your  hands.  His  conduct 
toward  the  French  is  always  good.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  our 
Outaouas  think  about  the  Detroit  settlement,  and  I  believe  that 
they  themselves  will  be  somewhat  embarrassed  about  telling  you 
their  thoughts^  for  they  do  not  agree. ^  Many  fear  that,  as  the 
Iroquois  has  not  given  them  back  their  slaves,  whicli  was  the 
most  essential  article  of  the  peace,  he  may  seek  to  deceive  them. 
But  if  the  slaves  are  brought  to  them  this  autumn,  as  they  have 
been  led  to  hope,  that  will  soothe  their  minds  to  some  extent. 
For  my  part  I  expect  every  day  the  orders  of  our  Reverend 
Father  Superior,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  shall  be  able  to  move 
from  here  at  all  before  the  spring.  !N"either  could  I  be  of  any 
use  to  the  Savages  who  are  fully  resolved  to  scatter,  each  in  his 
own  direction,  in  the  woods  as  far  as  they  can.  I  recommend 
to  you  those  who  go  to  visit  you. 

I  have  already  written  you  by  Koutaouiliboua  that  I  had 
entrusted  Mikinak  with  the  letters  that  Brother  Louis"  had 
brought  me  here  for  you.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  has  faith- 
fully delivered  them  to  you.  He,  as  well  rs  the  other  Outaouas 
who  are  in  your  quarter,  may  have  told  you  what  resolution 
they  have  come  to  (if  indeed  they  have  any  fixed  one)  ;  there- 
fore it  is  necessary  that  I  should  write  to  you  about  it.  ^lon- 
sieur  Araaud,  who  came  here  from  la  Baie  the  evening  before 
that,  will  tell  you  that  since  he  has  resided  at  Missilimakinak 

iNote  by  Cadillac:  "This  Father  says  correctly  that  the  Savages  are 
not  agreed  about  the  Detroit  settlement.  Their  si)ceches  iu  open  council 
disclose  that  it  is  the  missionaries  who  have  divided  them,  by  the  wrong 
impressions  that  they  have  given  them,  and  by  the  threats  that  they 
have  uttered  if  the  Savages  proceed  to  establish  themselves  at  this  post." 

i^A  Jesuit  lay  brother,  Louis  le  Boesme,  connected  with  the  missions; 
he  came  to  Canada  when  a  mere  hoy,  about  1648,  and  two  years  later 
returned  to  France,  in  order  to  enter  the  order.  In  1656  he  came  back 
to  Canada,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1709  — ICi). 
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never  has  it  been  in  greater  solitude  than  we  are  in  at  present. 
He  has  brought  us  no  letters  from  la  Baie;  he  has  merely  told 
US  that  Father  iS^ouvel  was  holding  a  mission  two  leagues  from 
the  place  where  your  people  w^ere  trading  their  wheat.  He  will 
himself  give  you  verbally  whatever  news  there  may  be.  Amai- 
oue,  who  arrived  yesterday  from  below  with  various  letters,  does 
not  yet  inform  us  of  the  arrival  of  the  expected  ships.  The 
articles  that  persons  left  here  on  deposit  had  already  been  taken 
to  the  Miamis.  Everything  will  be  faithfully  delivered  to  them 
with  the  exception  of  your  note,  ^vhicli  I  have  not  been  able  to 
send  to  Father  Aveneau.^  The  fort  that  you  have  already  com- 
pleted, and  the  fine  buildings  of  which  you  tell  me,  will  greatly 
please  our  savages ;  but  they  will  be  still  more  pleased  with  the 
cheapness  of  the  goods  that  you  intend  to  procure  for  them, 
especially  if  it  continue  permanently.  I  have  already  written 
to  you  that,  irom  all  appearances,  I  should  make  no  move  this 
autumn ;  I  am  not  even  able  to  do  so.  I  may  say  the  same  of 
Father  de  Carheil. 


1701:    NEW  TRADING  POSTS  TO  BE  ESTABLISHED  IN  THE 

WEST. 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  the  directors  of  the  Company  of  the  Colony 
of  Canada:  published  in  Margry's  Dvcouv.      ctaU.,  v,  pp.  360-3G2.] 

The  Company"  having  boon  informed,  in  the  month  of  July 
last,  that  the  courcui's  de  bois  and  even  the  Savages  had  under- 

1  Claude  Aveneau  joined  the  Ottawa  mission  in  1G86;  he  was  sent,  ap- 
parently scon  after  Allouez's  death  (August,  1G89),  to  succeed  that  mis- 
sionary in  the  charge  of  the  Miamis  on  St.  Joseph  river.  Nearly  nil 
his  remaining  years  were  spent  with  that  tribe;  Charlevoix  states 
(Nouv.  France,  ii,  pp.  322,  323)  that  in  1707  Aveneau  was  superseded  by 
a  Rccollet  priest,  but  that  the  Miamis  became  so  unruly,  when  deprived 
of  Aveneau's  advice  and  influence,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  send 
him  back  to  them.    He  died  at  Quebec,  Sept.  11,  1711. — En. 

-The  Company  of  the  Colony  was  an  association  formed  in  Canada,  in 
1700,  to  secure  the  monopoly  of  the  Western  fur  trade.  Within  five 
years  the  conu)any  became  insolvent;  and  on  Oct.  2.1.  1705.  they  sur- 
rendered, by  royal  command,  the  trade  to  Cadillac  (who  was  one  of 
the  nssociates).    For  list  of  shareholders  and  iloiMimcnts  rclatint;  to 
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taken  to  open  up  commerce  among  the  English,  of  Carolina,  and 
on  the  lower  Mississippy,  that  they  might  carry  thither  their 
peltries,  deputed  ]\Iessieurs  d'Auteuil  and  Pere  to  go  to  Mont- 
real, to  propose  to  ]\lessieurs  de  Callieres  and  de  Champigny 
such  measures  as  they  should  deem  most  suitable  to  remedy  the 
evil.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  proposed  to  establish  some  posts 
on  the  routes  of  travel:  one  at  the  ]\Iiamis ;  one  at  the  Ouabach'o 
river,  at  the  place  where  it  empties  into  the  Mississippy  (which 
will  serve  as  a  Ixjundary  between  the  Colony  of  Canada  and  the 
one  that  has  been  established  on  the  ]\rississi])py — all  the  more 
as  by  that  route  access  is  gained  to  tlie  English  of  Carolina,  and 
they  can  by  the  same  road  come  upon  our  territories)  ;  another 
at  Ouisconsing ;  and  the  last  among  the  Sioux.  The  last-named 
are  necessary  because  the  trade  of  those  nations  has  always  been 
carried  on  through  Canada ;  and  in  order  that  the  Savages,  find- 
ing at  these  places  the  French,  of  whom  tliey  are  fond,  and  such 
wares  as  they  n'eed,  may  abandon  the  idea  of  going  among 
strangers — and,  finally,  to  prevent  sieur  Le  Sueur  from  con- 
tinuing to  trade  with  the  Sioux. 

By  means  of  these  establishments  the  fort  at  Detroit  can 
serve  as  a  warehouse  for  all  the  goods ;  and  the  French  wlio  will 
be  at  the  posts  will  induce  the  Savages  who  do  not  come  down 
to  ]\Iontroal  to  carry  their  peltries  to  Detroit.  They  will  bo 
sure  to  do  that,  all  the  more  readily  because  tlu?  journey  thither 
is  as  easy  (and  much  shorter)  as  that  to  (\irolina  or  to  the  lower 
Mississippi;  and  in  this  way  we  shall  gather  up  all  the  trade  in 
peltries,  which  belongs  to  the  Colony. 

it  is  not  the  purpose  of  directors  to  nu\ke  beaver-skins 
more  abundant,  for  they  are  overstocked  with  them  in  both 
quantity  iuu\  quality;  but  they  inttMid  tli;H.  tlie  agents  of  tin? 
Company  shall  iustruct  the  Savages  vegardiug  the  best  sorts  of 
peltries  and  tlu^  metliod  of  j)repariug  (licui.  They  cveu  liopo 
to  check  for  souk;  liuu^  llu^  su]>ply  of  beaver-skius,  which  is  so 

this  company,  see  Supp.  Canad.  Archives,  1S!)'J.  pp.  101-110.  112.  115; 
Margry's  Dvcouv.  et  HahU  v,  pp.  172-203,  301  33().  360-367;  and  C.  M. 
Burtou'a  Cadillac,  pp;  17-20.— Jt's.  RcUUious,  Ixv.  i)p.  272-273. 
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great  as  to  be  burdensome;  the  [qualitez]  will  be  done  away 
with,  and  the  sale  of  the  pelts  hoarded  in  France,  in  the  store- 
houses of  the  Company,  will  be  facilitated. 

Messieurs  de  Callieres  and  de  Ghampigny  have  been  per- 
suaded of  the  necessity  and  usefulness  of  these  establishments ; 
but  they  have  not  thought  best  to  promise  them,  lest  they  might 
contravene  the  prohibition  of  the  conges.  They  see,  however, 
that  this  disadvantageous  state  of  affairs  demands  prompt  relief, 
lest,  if  the  Savages  once  make  up  their  minds  to  resort  to  the 
English,  we  can  not  make  them  return  to  us.  In  that  case,  all 
the  beaver-skins  that  are  in  France  would  become  a  dead  loss 
for  the  Company  of  the  Colony ;  for  the  English  could,  by  trad- 
ing in  that  way,  send  the  pelts  to  Europe  and  supply  them  at 
much  cheaper  rates,  since  they  would  not  have  to  pay  the  tax 
of  one-fourth.^ 

1  Throughout^  the  history  of  New  France,  the  fur  trade  was  in  the 
hands  of  monopolists,  usually  associations  of  merchants.  For  the  priv- 
ilege of  engaging  in  the  trade,  the  monopolist  levied  on  every  outsider 
a  tax  or  duty,  in  the  shape  of  part  of  his  proceeds;  in  the  earliest  pe- 
riod of  the  trade,  this  duty  was  one-fifth  (Jes.  Relations,  iii,  pp.  199, 
211).  Edouard  Richard,  in  his  Suppleynent  to  Canadian  Archives, 
1899  (p.  105),  gives  the  following  synopsis  of  a  document  dated  April 
18,  1703:  "Decree  of  the  council  of  State  which  establishes  new  duties 
in  Canada,  instead  of  the  duty  of  one-quarter,  in  kind,  on  beaver. 
(This  decree  was  passed  at  the  request  of  Sr.  de  Lino,  agent  in  France 
of  the  CJompany  of  the  Colony.  He  alleged  that  the  price  of  beaver  had 
been  reduced  in  order  to  increase  the  use  of  the  fur,  and  to  replace 
the  use  of  hare  fur  by  that  of  the  beaver,  in  the  manufacture  of  hats. 
That  it  had  not  been  possible  to  reduce  the  price  of  beaver  in  America, 
as  such  a  reduction  would  oblige  the  Indians  to  sell  to  the  English. 
That  the  prices  paid  and  the  selling  prices  were  such  as  to  leave  no 
profit.  He  considered,  therefore,  that  the  duty  of  one-fourth,  in  kind, 
equivalent  to  six  sols  a  pound,  should  be  abolished  and  replaced  by  a 
duty  on  drapers'  goods,  merceries,  groceries,  and  millinery.  "Which  was 
grcnted;  and  hence  the  present  decree.)" — Ed. 
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1702:    MI  AMIS  INTRIGUE  WITH  ENGLISH  TRADERS. 

[Letter  of  Father  Jean  Mermeti  to  Cadillac.    From  Margry's  Decouv. 
€t  dtahl.,  v.,  pp.  219-21.] 

At  Riviere  St.  Joseph,  April  19,  1702. 

Monsieur — Although  I  have  not  the  honor  of  being  known 
to  you,  I  nevertheless  write  to  you  about  an  important  matter 
regarding  the  welfare  of  both  the  Colony  and  Religion ;  and 
thereby  you  will  see,  Monsieur,  that  the  Jesuits  are  better 
friends  of  yours  than  you  think,  unless  you  yourself  will  not 
honor  them  with  your  kind  remembrance,  and,  if  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  with  your  friendship. 

Five  of  our  Miamis  are  going  to  the  English  to  obtain  some 
goods  which  they  will  bring  here  this  summer.  Never  have  we 
seen  them  so  eager  for  hunting  Beaver  as  since  they  have  re- 
ceived fine  collars  brought  on  behalf  of  the  English  by  the  Iro- 
quois who  have  came  here.  This  is  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing from  our  Miamis  permission  to  establish  freely  a  post  3 
days'  journey  from  here,  near  a  river  which  is  the  source  of  the 
Ouabache,  where  there  is  only  a  portage  of  half  a  leagiie  to  be 
crossed  to  reach  this  river,  and  a  similar  one  to  reach  another 
river  which  flows  to  the  Detroit.  From  that  })lace  the  English 
might  go  and  bring  in  all  the  Savages  of  our  lakes  from  all 
sides.^ 

At  this  last  River  [IMaumeeJ,  which  flows  to  the  Detroit, 
Qua r ante-sous^  (who  will  not  fail  to  inveigh  against  Father  de 
Carheil,  and  who  is  the  soul  of  all  the  intrigues  of  our  Miamis) 
is  to  establish  himself,  '20  or  30  leagues  from  Detroit,  and  he 
has  also  given  very  considerable  presents  in  token  of  the  alliance 

1  Jean  Merraet,  coming  to  Canada  in  1G98,  was  sent  to  aiJ  Avenoau  in 
the  Miami  mission  where  he  spent  some  three  years.  In  1702,  he  went 
with  Jiichereau  to  his  new  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio;  after  that 
officer's  death  (1704),  Mermet  went  to  Kaskaskia.  and  passed  the  rest 
of  his  life  in  the  Illinois  mission,  where  he  died  Sept.  15,  171G.— Eu. 

2The  place  thus  designated  must  have  been  in  the  southern  part  of 
Noble  county,  Ind.— a  district  whence  flow  streams  tributary  to  the  St. 
Joseph,  Maumce,  and  Wabash  rivers.— En, 

a  A  marginal  note  by  Cadillac,  written  on  this  dociiment.  claims  that 
Mermet  *onfounds  the  identity  of  the  Huron  chief  here  mentioned  with 
that  of  another  chief  bearing  the  same  French  nickname.— En. 
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that  the  Ilurons  and  the  Miamis  of  this  [St.  Joseph]  river 
wish  to  conchidc  together.  The  said  Quarante-soiis  will  have 
the  choice  of  trading  with  the  English  or  the  French.  To  do 
this  more  freely,  it  is  reported  that  he  intends  to  go  to  ask  Mon- 
sienr  de  Callieres  for  permission  to  carry  on  trade  alone,  and 
to  say  that  the  reason  why  he  does  not  settle  closer  to  Detroit  is 
that  he  may  not  deprive  the  French  of  the  advantage  of  hunt- 
ing, or  for  fear  that  he  may  cause  inconvenience  to  the  French, 
who  have  sheep,  cows,  and  other  domestic  animals  which  his 
children  would  be  "unable  to  refrain  from  killing,  if  they  were 
nearer;  but  he  docs  not  intend  to  reveal  the  alliance  that  he 
meditates  with  the  English,  or  th(i  anger  to  which  he  ])roposes 
to  give  vent  some  day  against  the  Outaouas.  He  has  not  even 
been  able  to  avoid  saying  to  souie  of  his  confidants  that  the 
French  prevented  him  from  revenging  himself  upon  the  Outa- 
ouas, but  that  the  English  might  help  him.  You  may  judge  l)y 
this,  Monsieur,  what  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  reports  of 
Savages.  You  might  however,  IMonsieur,  not  let  it  be  known 
that  the  report  I  send  you  comes  from  us,  for  it  might  induce 
him  to  do  us  harm. 

But  in  writing  you  this,  Monsieur,  T  thought  I  shoidd  do  you 
a  service.  You  nuiy  be  sure  tluit  he  will  not  fail  to  deuy  so 
villainous  a  ])lot;  but,  if  you  think  lhat  I  auj  interestcMl,  and  if 
you  cannot  wholly  trust  me,  o!)tinu  infin-uiatiou  clsewhei-e,  and 
be  on  your  guard  agaiust  tlie  Ilurons. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  some  letters  on  the  same  sub- 
ject for  llonsi(MU"  the  Governor,  aud  Monsieur  the  lulcMulant, 
and  our  8u})erior.  1  beg  you  to  send  {\w\i\  as  soon  as  ])ossil»le. 
Should  I  have  the  op])ortuuity,  you  will  see  vrvy  welt  how  uiuch 
I  am,  ]\ronsi(Mir 

Youv  veiy  humble  and  very  olxnlieut  «;er\  niil. 

fj  i:an  M  I  K  MKT. 

Tn  order  to  succeed,  T  beg  you,  IVrousicui",  to  b(^  as  diligent  as 
possible,  either  in  yourself  writing  or  in  sending  o\ir  lettiu-s  to 
the  authorities.  T  considcu-  the  nuitter  so  certain  and  so  impor- 
tant, lhat,  if  your  man  ba<l  not  left,  lor  iK^lroil,  1  wo\dd  have 
stai'ted  ex])r(\ssly  to  go  down  to  M issilimakinac,  and  thiMiee  jmm-- 
hiips  to  Quebec,  lest  your  uuiu  might  havi^  Wen  stopped  by  the 
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savages.  I  am  writing  the  same  thing  via  Michillimakinak, 
but  that  way  will  be  much  longer.  Therefore  be  diligent,  I 
beg  of  you.^ 


1702:    MIAMIS  UNWILLING  TO  GO  TO  DETROIT. 

[Letter  from  Aveneau  to  Cadillac.    From  Margry's  Dccouv.  et  CtaN.,  v, 

pp.  239,  240.] 

FKOJNr  THE  River  St.  Josei'h,  June  4,  1702. 

Monsieur — ISTo  sooner  had  I  received  last  year  the  letter  that 
Monsieur  the  Governor  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  re- 
specting the  French  establishment  at  Detroit  (in  which  he  in- 
vites the  Savages,  including  the  Miamis,  to  go  and  settle  near 
the  French  at  the  post  of  Detroit),  than  I  read  it  to  them  in 
their  own  language,  without  concealing  any  of  the  contents  of 
the  letter  from  them.  And  noAV,  when  I  remind  them  of  it, 
they  tell  mo  that^it  is  tnie  that  I  read  it  to  them;  and  that  I 
added  that,  if  they  went  to  settle  at  Detroit,  I  also  would  cer- 
tainly go  thither,  as  I  would  not  consent  to  abandon  them.  They 
replied  that  they  were  afraid,  amid  so  largo  a  concourse  of  peo- 
ple, of  being  reduced  to  starvation  in  a  short  time,  although  the 
prospect  of  obtaining  cheap  goods  tliere  did  not  fail  to  produce 
a  great  impression  on  them. 

The  news  that  100  or  200  Iroquois  are  to  Tome  here  next  sum- 
mer to  speak  tO'  them — which  St.  ]\lichel  told  me  to  tell  them 

3  Note  by  Cadillac:  "Behold  the  Gordian  knot  of  this  important  mat- 
ter, of  which  Monsieur  de  Lamothe  was  already  informed.  Two  cap- 
tains, who  are  Sieurs  de  la  Forest  and  Tonty,  made  a  rendezvous  at 
Missilimakina,  in  the  month  of  July,  1701,  and  there  they  formed, 
with  the  Jesuits,  the  project  of  establishing  a  post  on  the  river  \vh»'re 
the  Miamis  are  located,  with  the  view  of  causing  the  ruin  of  the  De- 
troit post.  That  is  why  the  Missilimakinak  missionaries  invited  the 
bavages  to  go  to  settle  there;  and  it  was  resolved  that  this  Father 
Mermet,  with  Father  Davenaut,  [d'Aveneau],  should  give  this  alarm 
to  Monsieur  de  Lamothe.  The  Jesuits  secured  an  inlhienco  over  Mon- 
sieur de  Champigny  and  the  two  oHicers  of  Monsieur  de  CalliCMcs.  all 
with  the  intention  of  obliging  Monsieur  the  Governor-general  to  send  a 
strong  gairison  to  the  Miamis  to  berjn  that  i)tisl.  under  (he  i)rr(r\t  tliat 
the  English  would  come  there." 
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from  you — considerably  surprised  them,  and  gave  them  occa- 
sion to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  peace ;  for  they  imagined  that  they 
were  not  included  in  it,  especially  when  they  were  told  again 
on  your  behalf  that  they  were  to  keep  on  their  guard.  This, 
however,  has  not  prevented  some  young  men  from  starting,  a 
few  days  ago,  on  the  war-path  against  the  Sioux,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  the  old  men  and  myself  could  say  to  induce  them 
at  least  to  postpone  their  march  for  some  time  until  they  should 
obtain  news  from  Onontio.  You  knoAV  the  minds  of  the  sav- 
ages, I  mean  their  manner  of  acting,  still  better  than  I  do.  They 
always  pursue  their  point,  so  that,  if  they  really  wish  to  go  to 
Detroit,  they  will  assuredly  do  so ;  otherwise,  they  will  remain 
where  they  are,  or  at  least  they  will  not  exert  themselves  very 
much  to  change  their  residence.  I  pray  God  to  grant  us  and 
them  the  grace  to  do  his  holy  will  in  all  things  and  always.  I 
again  present  my  respects  to  Madame  your  wife  and  ask  her  for 
a  share  in  her  prayers,  I  who  remain  wdtli  respect.  Monsieur, 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  AVENEAU. 


1702:    EVILS  ATTENDANT  UPON  THE  FUR  TRADE;  DEMORALI- 
ZATION OF  BOTH  FRENCH  AND  INDIANS. 

[Letter  of  Father  de  Carheil  to  the  intendant  of  Canada,  J.  B.  de  Cham- 
pigny;  dated  Aug.  30,  1702.] 

[Synopsis:  Carheil,  who  has  been  long  stationed  at  ^[ack- 
inac,  writes  a  detailed  account  and  vigorous  denunciation  of  the 
lawless  conduct  and  licentiousness  that  prevail  among  both  the 
savages  and  the  French  in  that  region.  This  wretched  state  of 
affairs  is  mainly  d\u)  to  the  tralhc  in  brandy,  inn'misf^ion  for 
which  "has  been  obtained  from  liis  majesty  only  by  nunuis  of  a 
pretext  apparently  licasonable,  but  known  to  bo  false.''  Car- 
heil states  that,  as  this  civil  tratlic  renders  useless  the  labors  of 
the  missionaries,  they  will  request  their  superior  to  recall  them 
from  the  Ottawa  missions. 

The  writer  arraigns  in  scathing  Ummus  "(lu^  two  Infamous 
sorts  of  Commerce  which  have  brought  ihe  missions  to  the  brink 
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of  destruction :  *  tlie  Coniiiierce  in  brandy,  and  the 
Commerce  of  the  savage  women  with  the  French.  Both  are 
carried  on  in  an  equally  public  manner,  witliout  our  being  able 
to  remedy  the  evil,  because  we  are  not  supported  by  the  Com- 
mandants. *  *  *  All  the  villages  of  our  savages  are  now 
only  Taverns,  as  regards  drunkenness;  and  Sodoms,  as  regards 
immorality — from  which  we  must  withdraw,  and  which  we 
must  abandon  to  the  just  Anger  and  vengeance  of  God." 

Carheil  regards  the  commandants  and  garrisons  as  enemieo  of 
the  missions.  ^'All  the  pretended  service  which  it  is  sought  to 
make  people  believe  that  they  Eender  to  the  King  is  reduced 
to  4  chief  occupations."  These  are:  ''Keeping  a  public  Tav- 
ern for  the  sale  of  brandy,"  extending  this  traffic  from  one  post 
to  another,  ''keeping  open  house  in  their  dwellings  for  all  the 
women  of  their  acquaintance,"  and  gambling.  As  a  result,  the 
entire  time  of  the  soldiers  is  s|)ent  in  drinking,  gambling,  quar- 
reling, and  licentiousness;  the  savages  are  scandalized  thereby, 
and  the  influence  of  the  missionaries  upon  them  is  weakened 
when  they  sc^e  that  the  latter  are  ])owcrles3  to  remedy  these  evils. 
The  above-mentioned  occupations  are  the  only  ones  pursued  by 
the  soldiers,  who'  are  therefore  utterly  useless  and  even  perni- 
cious to  the  country;  and  without  them  there  would  bo  no  com- 
mandants— officials  Avho  come  to  ]^^ackinac  "solely  for  trading, 
without  troubling  themselves  about  anything  else."  They  care 
nothing  for  the  missionaries,  save  when  they  can  use  the  latter 
for  their  own  selfish  purposes;  and  they  ariogate  to  themscdvea 
all  authority  over  both  French  and  savages,  which  leaves  the 
missionaries  witliout  aid.  "Before  there  were  any  Command- 
ants here,  the  missionaries  were  always  listened  to  by  the 
traders,"  who  were  afraid  of  the  Fathers.  Now,  the  traders 
know  that  their  evil  acts  will  bo  condoned  or  connived  at  by  the 
commandants,  and  they  have  no  fear  of  the  missionaries. 

Another  grievance  of  the  missionaries  is  that  the  conuuand- 
ants  secure  from  the  home  government  allowances  for  making 
gifts  to  the  savages.  The  natural  result  is,  that  \hv  latU  r  will 
now  do  nothing  except  in  return  for  presents;  and  that  they 
learn  to  emi)loy  all  sorts  of  stratagems  and  intrigues  in  order 
to  secure  these  presents,  and  to  cheat  the  comnuindants  in  every 
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possible  manner.  Carheil  hints  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
fund  supplied  for  this  purpose  is  appropriated  by  the  officials 
for  their  OAvn  use. 

Carheil  urges  that  the  garrisons  be  abolished,  as  being  entirely 
unnecessary — a  statement  which  he  elaborates  at  length.  To 
them  and  to  their  commandants  ''are  due  all  the  misfortunes  of 
our  missions.''  He  accordingly  urges  the  governor  to  inform 
the  king  of  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  to  ask  tliat  no  more 
garrisons  be  sent  to  the  mission  posts.  lie  considers  it  expedi- 
ent that  the  present  system  of  trade  be  £ibolishcd,  preferring 
that  the  savages  should  take  their  ])eltries  down  to  the  French 
settlements,  as  in  the  early  days  of  the  fur  trade.  Carheil  also 
adduces  various  reasons  w^hy  this  Avould  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  French,  who  are  rendered  idle,  vagrant,  and  immoral  by 
the  present  system.  At  the  same  time,  ''The  Iroquois  must  be 
completely  tamed  and  reduced  to  subjection  ;  and  we  must  take 
possession  of  his  country,  which  is  much  better  than  That  of  all 
the  nations  up  here.    *  His  destruction  and  the  pos- 

session of  his  country  would  secure  for  us  tlie  Trade  of  all  the 
savage  nations  up  here." 

The  governor,  having  asked  Carheil  for  advice,  is  informed 
by  the  latter  that  he  does  not  approve  the  proposal  to  restore  to 
certain  private  persons  the  permissions  to  engage  in  the  fur 
trade,  which  were  recently  abrogated  by  the  king.  Tlie  very 
persons  whose  conduct  has  already  been  so  scandalous  will  be 
the  ones  who  will  secure  those  permissions ;  and  Carheil  can  see 
no  adequate  method  of  preventing  their  drunken  and  licentious 
acts,  lie  forcibly  depicts  the  various  phases  of  their  ]U'esent 
immoral  mode  of  life;  and  urges  the  governor  to  use  jill  liis  in- 
fluence to  check  these  scandals.  He  advises  that  the  (^anadian 
company  who  have  secnred  the  right  to  the  fur  trade  of  the 
Northwest  should  esla])lish  certain  trading  ])osts,  to  be  con- 
ducted by  competent  persons,  honest  and  exemplary  in  morals. 
He  com])lains  that  the  governor  has  not  forwarded  to  tlie  court 
the  complaint  fcu'innlated  by  the  missionari(>s  at  Mackinac 
against  Cadillac.  A  ])oslseri])l  to  fnrlieirs  \v{\vv  states  that  the 
^lackinac  savag(^s  had  favored  the  establishment  o(  \hv  Uetroit 
])ost,  sii])posing  that  i(  wonld  aid  tbem  to  d(\^trov  the  1  rnipiois 
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nation  and  take  possession  of  their  country;  but  now,  seeing 
that  the  French  are  befriending  and  aiding  the  Iroquois,  the 
Ottawas  and  Hurons  will  liave  nothing  to  do  with  Cadillac's  set- 
tlement.]— Jes.  Relations,  Ixv,  pp.  18-2],  189-253;  Ixxi,  381. 


1703:  HURONS  REFUSE  TO  GO  TO  DETROIT. 

[Extracts  from  letter  of  Father  Joseph  Marest  to  Cadillac,    From  Mar- 
gry's  Btcouv.  et  etabl.,  y,  pp.  247-250.] 

At  MissiLiMAKiNAK,  May  12,  1701 
Monsieur — As  I  have  pressing  reasons  which  compel  me 
unavoidably  to  go  down  to  Quebec  on  leaving  Missilimakinak, 
I  find  myself  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  offered 
me,  by  the  canoe  and  the  man  sent  me,  to  satisfy  the  desire  of 
those  who  urge  me  to  go  to  Detroit. 

I  am  ^nuch  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  in  placing  your 
house  at  my  disposal  until  such  time  as  I  can  lodge  myself,  and 
also  for  the  consolation  your  letter  has  caused  me  through  the 
hope  it  leads  mo  to  feel,  and  the  foretaste  it  gives  me,  of  the 
perfect  accord  in  which  we  shall  live  together. 

■3f  -X-  -X-  *  -X-  *  -K- 

As  soon  as  I  learned  from  my  Superior's  letter  that  he  called 
me  to  Detroit,  I  made  it  my  duty,  the  very  next  day,  to  infonn 
the  Savages  of  it  and  that  I  was  i)reparing  to  obey  him  ;  that 
they  knew  well  enough  that  it  Avas  Onontio's  will  that  they 
should  follow  me  there;  that  they  should  therefore  give  me  a 
positive  and  certain  answer  on  that  point;  that  T  was  obliged  to 
go  to  Quebec  first  of  all  and  that  I  should  hviw  their  word  to 
Onontio.  Tho^y  asked  me  for  three  days  in  which  lo  delibenile; 
this  led  me  to  believe  that  they  wished  to  gather  at  Detroit.  But 
I  was  greatly  surprised  when,  on  the  third  day,  the  councillors 
who  were  asrembled  among  the  Kiskakons  told  uw  wiih  ono 
voice  that  they  had  resolved  to  die  at  Missiliniakinak,  and  that 
even  if  they  left  there  they  would  never  go  to  Detroit  ;  that  snch 
was  their  final  resolution;  that  1  was  to  assure  Onoutio  of  this 
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on  their  behalf,  and  that  they  themselves  had  said  this  to  him 
last  year  when  they  went  down  to  Montreal.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  your  surprise  on  hearing  such  a  decision  will  equal  mine. 

With  regard  to  the  Hurons,  Quarante  Sous  must  inform  you 
of  what  conclusion  he  has  come  to  with  them.  Although  Father 
de  Carheil  went  to  see  him  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  he  would  deign 
neither  to  call  him  to  his  council  nor  to  come  and  see  him,  except 
for  form's  sake,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure — that  is  to  say, 
about  eight  days  after  his  arrival,  during  which  time  the  Father 
deemed  it  necessary  to  ignore  everything,  and  to  know  nothing 
until  after  his  departure,  in  order  to  give  rise  to  no  suspicion. 
This  is  what  he  is  reduced  to  in  his  own  mission.  He  has  no 
other  consolation  than  that  which  comes  from  God,  the  true 
Judge  of  his  innocence.  I  hope  to  show  you  by  deeds  that  I 
remain,  with  respect  and  sincerity.  Monsieur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  J.  Maeest.^ 


I 

1703:    IMPORTANCE  OF  POST  AT  DETROIT. 

[Extract  from  letter  of  Louis  XIV  to  Canadian  officials;  dated  May  30, 

1703.] 

He  has  seen  what  they  have  written  respecting  the  expense 
incurred  by  the  Company  of  the  Colony  for  Detroit.  He  is 
very  glad  to  learn  that  it  has  not  been  a  charge  to  him  during 
the  last  year.    The  information  laid  before  his  Majesty  regard- 

iNote  by  Cadillac:  "As  regards  the  Savages  of  MissilimaUinak,  these 
are  suppositions  of  the  Father,  since  the  Outaouois  Sinago  tribe  have 
secretly  sent  a  collar  to  Monsieur  de  Laniothe,  to  tell  him  that  they  will 
come,  after  they  have  harvested  their  Indian  corn,  to  settle  at  Detroit. 
Moreover,  since  Father  Marest's  letter  a  Huron  chief  has  come,  with 
thirty  men,  to  join  those  who  are  at  Detroit;  so  there  remain  at  Missil- 
imakinak  only  about  twenty-live  of  that  tribe,  besides  poor  Father 
Carheil — and  he  wishes  to  die  as  a  missionary  to  the  Hurons  at  Missill- 
makinak,  at  whatever  price,  even  if  there  were  no  other  person  remain- 
ing with  him.  If  Monsieur  de  Lamothe  be  left  to  act  according  to  the 
customs  of  the  Savages  — that  Is,  through  presents  and  collars  — he  will 
bring  them  all  to  Detroit." 
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ing  that  establishment  of  Detroit  is  so  very  conflicting,  that  he 
is  very  glad,  once  for  all,  to  know  what  he  is  to  rely  on.  His 
Majesty  will  not  repeat  to  them  here  the  reasons  which  have 
prompted  him  to  order  this  report  to  be  made.  Sieur  de  la  Motte 
Cadillac  continues  to  be  persuaded  that  these  reasons  exist,  and 
that  this  establishment  will  have  all  the  effect  expected  from  it. 
Others  pretend  that  the  land  there  is  good  for  nothing;  that  it 
will  never  produce  anything  to  feed  its  inhabitants;  that  the 
only  thing  there  is  the  very  poor  fishing,  and  that  the  hunting  is 
between  thirty  and  forty  leagues  off ;  and,  finally,  that  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  the  Iroquois  will  attack  that  post  mthout  its  being 
in  our  power  to  assist  it,  and  that  war  will  recommence  in  con- 
sequence. The  Company  of  the  Colony  complains  likewise  that 
it  involves  them  in  an  exorbitant  expense  which  it  is  out  of  their 
power  to  sustain,  if  it  be  continually  required  to  convey  to  that 
post  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  people  there. 
His  Majesty^s  pleasure  is  that  the  Mess^'^  de  Callieres  and  de 
Beauharnais  assemble  the  said  Sieur  de  la  Motte  Cadillac  and 
the  most  respectable  of  the  inhabitants,  whether  ofticers  or  set- 
tlers, for  the  purpose  of  discussing  with  great  attention  and  care 
the  reafsons  for  and  against  that  establishment,  and  that  they 
aftei-wards  draw  up  an  exact  Report  thereon,  which  they  will 
cause  to  be  signed  by  the  said  Sieur  de  la  Mott^  Cadillac,  and 
the  most  respectable  of  those  who  Avill  have  attended  the  Meet- 
ing, and  that  they  will  sign  it  themselves,  so  that  his  Majesty 
may  issue  orders  on  its  contents,  either  to  consent  to  the  preser- 
vation and  augmentation  of  that  post,  or  to  abandon  it  alto- 
gether, or  to  allow  it  to  remain  as  a  mere  trading  post.  His 
Majesty  is  persuaded  that  they  will  act  herein  without  preju- 
dice, and  with  a  view  solely  to  the  j)ublic  good  and  servicx\  The 
Colony  must,  without  any  difficulty,  support  tlie  Chaplain  of 
that  fort,  as  well  as  of  Fort  Frontenac  and  other  phu'es  wluM'c  it 
carries  on  its  trade.  —  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  742. 
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1703:    INDIAN  INTRIGUES;  DETROIT  SHOULD  BE  ABANDONED. 

[Extract  from  letter  of  Governor  de  Vaudreuil  to  Count  Pontchartrain; 
dated  at  Quebec,  Nov.  14,  1703.] 

The  sickness  which  has  ravaged  this  colony  since  last  autumn, 
and  some  dregs  of  which  still  remain,  having  prevented  the 
Upper  J^ations  coming  down  to  Montreal  according  to  their  cus- 
tom, some  twenty  canoes  of  Outaois,  llurons,  and  !Miamis  arrived 
on  the  14*^^  J^^lj-  They  came  hy  Detroit  and  formed  a  junc- 
tion on  Lake  Ontario.  You  will  learn  the  sentiments  of  the 
one  and  the  other,  My  Lord,  from  their  Speeches. 

It  would  appear  from  that  of  Quaninte  sols,  the  Huron  Chief, 
that  he  is  strongly  attached  to  the  French  ;  nevertheless  I  am 
advised  to  the  contrary,  and  even  that  he  has  heen  negotiating 
Avith  the  ^Miamis  to  get  u])  a  sort  of  trade  hetween  them  and  the 
English.  As  1  am  aware,  jNIy  Lord,  that  among  these  Xations 
a  design  discovered  is  half  broken  u|),  1  have  been  very  glad  to 
let  them  see  l)y  my  answers,  without  however  giving  them  too 
much  pain,  that  1  Avas  not  unacquaint(Ml  Avitli  their  proceedings. 
Could  I,  My  Lord,  express  to  you  my  opinion,  Avithout  de])art- 
ing  from  my  subject,  I  might  with  some  show  of  reason  assure 
you  here  that  if  the  English  ever  establish  a  considerable  trade 
Avith  our  allies,  it  Avill  be  owing  to  Detroit.  I  doubt  not  but 
]\L  de  la  Motte  reports  to  you  tlie  occurrence's  at  that  jxist,  but 
I  strongly  doTd)t,  from  Avhat  he  Avivites  m  %  that  liis  views  are.  as 
just  as  they  seem  to  be;  the  general  o])ini()n  of  everybody  being 
that  that  ])Ost  is  untc^nable  and  burthensome  to  the  (\)lony;  as 
you  will  be  able  to  se(^  by  the  umuiimous  declaration  of  the  Gen- 
eral j\leeting  Avhich  M.  de  neauliarnois  and  P  convoked  at 
Quebec,  a  report  whereof  we  transmit  to  you  in  the  joint  des- 
]')atch.  Tn  regard  to  tlu*  number  of  Indians  Sieur  de  la  ^fotto 
expects  to  allraet  (o  Helroit,  I  do  n<il  llli^l^  ibeni  so  niueh  in- 
clined to  repair  lliilliei'  as  be  calculates;  wliieli  y*tu  likewise  will 
bo  able  to  understand,  .My  Lord,  i'roni  lln-  Sjieei'lie^  of  the  (^utta- 

I  Philippe  de  Rigault,  marqiiis  de  Vandreuil,  was  govonior  of  Now 
France  from  June,  1703.  until  liis  death.  Oct.  10.  172;')  (except  from  1714 
to  1710,  during  which  time  he  was  absent  in  France).  Fraugois  de  Heuu- 
harnais  (sometimes  spelled  Beauharnois)  was  intendant  from  Septem- 
ber, 1702,  to  September,  1705.— Ed. 
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ois  of  Missilimaquina  here  011  the  second  of  September.  This 
has  obh'geJ  M.  de  Beauharnois  and  nie,  in  view  of  the  antipathy 
of  those  Indians  to  that  post,  to  consent  to  the  return  of  Father 
Marest  to  his  mission.  The  same  reasons  have  induced  us  also 
to  send  Sieur  de  Menthet  thither,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  in 
the  present  conjuncture  there  is  scarcely  any  one  in  that  country 
possessing  more  influence  than  he  over  the  Indians  and  French 
above  there.  We  shall  transmit  him,  next  spring,  the  amnesty 
his  ]\iajesty  has  been  pleased  to  accord  to  the  French  inhabiting 
the  Outtaois  country,  who  are  only  awaiting  that,  to  r(.'tnrn. 
Some  of  them  even  came  down  this  sunnner  to  the  first  French 
settlements  of  this  country,  but  seeing  that  there  was  yet  no  secu- 
rity for  them,  they  adopted  the  resolution  to  go  back. — N.  Y. 
Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  743,  744. 


1703:    CONFERENCE  OF  INDIAN  ENVOYS  WITH  GOVERNOR 
DE  VAUDREUIL. 

Speeches  of  the  Outaouaes  of  Misilimaklnac,  27  September, 

1703.' 

1.  They  are  come  to  bewail  Sieur  de  Callieres'  death  and  t/O 
cover  his  corpse,  though  they  be  poor. 

[A  token  of  good  friendship.] 

2.  They  are  instructed  by  their  chiefs  to  say  to  the  Governor 
that  they  wish  to  die  in  their  villages;  notwithstanding  all  that 
can  be  said  to  engage  them  to  remove,  they  will  not  quit  their 
village  which  they  have  just  ])ut  u))  anew;  therefore,  wlinlever 

1  These  are  the  speeches  referred  to  in  the  preceding  document,  wiuoh 
was  accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  conference  between  Do  Vaudrouil 
and  the  Indian  envoys.  From  that  report  we  select  such  part  as  relates 
to  the  Northwestern  tribes.  The  matter  in  bracketed  Roman  small  type 
comprises  the  notes  made  on  the  original  document,  before  dispatching 
it  to  France,  probably  by  the  intendant;  that  In  lUillc  type,  memoranda 
written  on  the  margin  by  the  French  Minister. —  Ed. 
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Sieur  de  la  Motte  may  do  to  engage  them  to  go  to  Detroit,  they 
will  not  remove  thither.  This  is  their  sentiment  and  that  of 
all  their  chiefs,  who  have  sent  them  to  communicate  it  to  the 
Governor.  • 

[Nothing  more  strongly  indicates  the  determination  of  those  Outaouas 
never  to  leave  their  village  of  Misilimakinac,  and  not  remove  to  Detroit, 
though  Sieur  de  la  Motte  do  all  he  can  to  draw  them  thither;  these 
words  expressed  to  the  Governor-general,  in  presence  of  the  Intendant, 
the  clergy,  officers,  and  principal  men  of  the  country,  cannot  be  called  in 
doubt;  whilst  those  of  Sieur  de  la  Motte,  who  is  alone,  can  be  ques- 
tioned. My  advice  would  be  to  station  a  Jesuit  at  Detroit,  to  let  those  of 
Misilimakinac  alone,  and  to  permit  the  Indians  to  do  as  they  like  in  this 
matter.  Constraint  may  do  more  harm  than  good  in  these  cases.] 
[Concl.   To  te  added  to  the  Detroit  business.'] 

3.  They  are  also  instructed  to  ask  the  Governor  for  a  French 
Commandant;  they  know  not  what  they  are  doing  since  they 
have  none. 

[1  do  not  believe  any  is  necessary  for  them;  it  would  be  the  means 
of  absolutely  destroying  Detroit,  which  has  no  more  need  of  one  than 
Missiilimakinac.  Let  us  learn  by  experience  that  these  commandants 
apply  for  these  posts  merely  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  and  to  promote 
their  own  interests,  and  they  encourage  the  Indians  to  demand  them.] 

[Concl.  Embarrassing.} 

4.  They  are  surprised  to  see  the  Sauteurs,  the  Sacs  and 
Outagamis  at  War ;  they  have  sent  them  some  presents  to  allay 
this  disorder.  As  they  are  in  their  midst,  they  fear  somebody 
will  be  killed  in  their  village,  and  that  they  will  be  th\is  drawn 
into  the  War. 

[They  act  wisely  in  making  presents  to  avert  the  consequences  of  this 
war.] 
[Good,] 

M,  de  VaudreuiVs  Answer. 

He  thanks  them  for  coming  to  bewail  Sieur  do  Callieres* 
death :  assures  them  that  they  will  find  in  him  the  same  fatherly 

heart. 

[He  answers  well  ] 
[Good.] 
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Though  the  chiefs  of  Misillimakinac  be  resolved  not  to  aban- 
don their  fort,  notwithstanding  they  led  Sieur  de  Callieres  to 
expect  that  they  would  remove  to  Detroit,  it  is  a  matter  worthy 
consideration ;  he  will  communicate  to  them  his  resolution  on 
this  subject  by  the  person  he  intends  to  send  to  Misillimakinac 
in  the  fail. 

[Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  does  well  not  to  give  them  a  decisive  answer  on 
their  resolution  not  to  go  to  Detroit,  and  to  postpone  to  another  occa- 
sion the  communication  of  his  opinion  thereupon,  because  he  will,  mean- 
while, have  my  Lord's  orders.] 

As  Sieur  de  Callieres,  to  whom  they  had  already  applied  for 
a  Commandant,  has  written  on  the  subject  to  the  King,  he  Avill 
let  them  know  his  Majesty's  pleasure  on  the  arrival  of  the  ships. 

[It  is  important  that  my  Lord  communicate  his  pleasure  in  this  re- 
gard. A  commandant  at  Misillimakinac  is  unnecessary;  he  is  on  the 
contrary  prejudicial.  It  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  Governors  and  oflQ- 
cers  to  have  commanders  at  Misillimakinac  and  everywhere  else,  in 
order  to  increase  their  powers.] 

[Good.    To  send  positive  instructions. 1 

He  will  give  orders  to  the  person  he  intends  to  send  to  Misil- 
limakifiac  to  put  a  stop  to  the  War  between  their  neighbors, 
and  to  oblige  them  to  execute  the  general  treaty  of  peace;  he, 
meanwhile,  expects  them  to  contribute  thereunto  on  their  side. 

[Well  answered  and  well  done  to  expect  them  to  maintain  peace.  His 
orders  to  that  effect  can  be  sent  to  the  Missionaries  to  be  communicated 
to  the  Indians,  instead  of  sending  private  persons  thither  who  go  there 
only  for  the  purpose  of  trading.] 

[Concl. — Appears  good.] 

Speeches  of  the  Ilurons  to  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  IJ^th  July. 

That  it  is  their  custom  to  speak  of  news  before  business. 
[Such  is  their  custom.] 

The  Mohawks  have  come  on  the  part  of  the  Englisli  to  invite 
the  Hurons  to  Orange. 

[This  is  the  work  of  Quarante  Sols,  already  mentioned,  which  shows 
that  it  is  not  proper  to  have  the  Outaouas,  Hurons,  and  other  Indians 
friendly  with  the  Iroquois.  Some  adroit  effort  must  be  made  to  prevemt 
them  becoming  gowd  friends.] 

[Oood.  With  address;  to  tvrite  it  to  Vaudreuil.l 
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They  [the  Mohawks]  told  the  Mianiis  whom  they  found 
with  the  French  of  Detroit  that,  if  they  woiihl  remove,  they 
will  furnish  them  goods  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  do  tliem  every  sort 
of  kindness. 

[This  is  a  proof  of  it] 

Sieur  Vaudreuil  beholds  in  them  his  children  who  are  com- 
ing to  speak  to  him  with  the  ]\Iiamis,  who  are  united  together; 
they  have  understood  that  ho  was  desirous  they  should  settle  at 
Detroit. 

[A  sign  that  these  wish  to  settle  at  Detroit.  They  must  be  encouraged 
to  do  so.] 

[Good.    Strongly.  Concl.'\ 

That  the  late  Sieur  do  Callieres  having  invited  them  to  settle 
at  the  Miamis,  they  request  liim  to  tell  them  whence  arises  the 
unwillingness  to  their  residing  there,  lie  had  exhorted  [them] 
to  draw  the  Tionontate  to  Detroit,  but  the  latter  would  not  cou- 
sent  to  it,  affairs  being  in  confusion. 

['Tis  true,  Sieur  de  Callieres  invited  those  Indians  to  the  River  St 
Joseph,  but  it  v^as  only  with  a  view  to  reunite  the  farther  Miamis  to- 
gether, in  order  eventually  to  draw  them  to  Detroit;  therefore  they 
mdst  now  be  encouraged  to  return  thither,  under  the  (care  of  a  mis- 
sionary).] 

[To  encourage  them  to  it,  dependent  hoiocver  on  the  decision  respect- 
ing Detroit.} 

They  would  greatly  desire  a  cordial  union  between  tliemselvea 
and  the  French,  and  request  him  to  communicate  it  to  those  of 
Misillimakinac  and  to  Sataresky,  and  tliat  they  make  liim  nui.s- 
ter  of  their  wigwams. 

[Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  is  to  act  according  to  this  request] 

[Good.} 

Tho  kite  Sieur  de  Callieres  loved  tlicMu  ;  lie  settled  them  where 
they  wore,  and  promised  to  i)r(>t(H't  them.  They  recpiest  JSicur 
do  Vaudreuil  to  do  the  same,  and  to  j)ermit  tluMU  to  make  war 
against  the  Scioux,  as  the  French  wvvo  waging  it  against  the 
English. 

[This  shows  that  those  Indians,  though  afar  off.  nro  awaro  that  we 
have  operated  against  the  EngHsh,  and  regard  this  act  as  au  iufractloa 
of  the  general  peace.] 

[Co  net.] 
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M.  de  Vaudreuil's  Ariswer. 

He  tells  Quarante  Sols  and  his  tribe  what  Sieur  de  la  Motte 
ought  to  have  told  him — that  he  was  informed  he  wished  to  go 
to  the  English  to  learn  if  they,  as  well  as  the  Miamis,  would  be 
well  received;  that  the  English  had  assured  them  of  a  good 
reception,  and  requested  him  to  remove  his  village  to  a  distance 
from  the  French  forts,  so  as  to  be  able  to  settle  near  them  at 
Lake  Erie,  offering  physical  aid  in  case  the  French  would  offer 
any  opposition. 

[This  is  the  intrigue  of  Quarante  Sols,  which  seems  but  too  well 
founded,  although  Sieur  de  la  Motte  ridiculed  the  Jesuits  when  they 
notified  him  of  it,  saying  it  was  a  game  arranged  among  themselves  to 
prevent  the  Indians  coming  to  Detroit.] 

[Detroit  affair.l 

To-day  he  tells  them  that  he  did  not  wish  to  answer  their 
belts  without  hearing  their  speech. 
[That's  right] 

He  must  be  aware  that  the  Frencli  are  now  at  war  with  the 
English,  and  he  cannot  go  to  them  without  giving  displeasure. 
E[is  tribe  is  forbidden  to  do  it,  and,  if  any  one  contravene  this 
prohibition,  he  believes  that  it  will  be  himself,  being  sorry  for 
his  young  men. 

[Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  does  well  to  intimidate  Quarante  Sols,  and  to  tell 
him  that  he  does  not  wish  him  to  go  to  the  English.] 
[Good.   Keep  the  hand  on  him.} 

Ho  is  glad  to  see  the  Hurons  and  Miamis  united,  and  exhorts 
them  to  continue  so.  The  late  Sieur  de  Callieres  had  invited 
him  to  settle  at  Detroit;  he  docs  the  same,  and  would  permit 
Sastaretsy  to  go  and  join  him  there. 

[Well  answered.] 

[Good.] 

He  declares  to  him  and  to  all  the  nations  that  ho  [the  Gover- 
nor] does  not  pretend  thereby  that  any  person  should  settle  at 
Detroit,  or  at  Lake  Erie,  without  his  pennission,  or  that  of 
Sieur  de  la  Motte;  that  he  understands  that,  aft^^n*  Sieur  do  la 
Motte  had  marked  a  place  for  him,  he  had  passed  tlie  bounds, 
and  had  extended  himself  towards  the  French  fort,  and  that  this 
16 
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had  been  done  on  hearing  that  Sieur  de  la  Motte  had  been  or- 
dered not  to  grant  any  lands  in  the  rear  of  his  village,  intend- 
ing that  part  for  fields. 

[That's  well  done.] 

[Good.l 

He  has  reason  to  say  that  Sienr  de  Callieres  loved  him ;  he 
[M.  de  v.]  does  not  love  him  less.  If  he  wage  war  against  the 
English,  it  is  because  their  Kings  are  at  war;  as  regards  the 
Scioux,  they  were  included  in  the  peace  like  the  rest,  but  if  they 
attacked  his  nation,  they  would  promise  to  defend  [him]. 

[Well  answered,] 

lOood.} 

Speeches  of  the  Miamis,  on  the  IJ^^^  July. 

He  beholds  his  children  the  Miamis,  who  come  to  tell  him 
that  their  fathers  are  dead,  that  the  Scioux  had  killed  them; 
that  they,  however,  did  not  wish  to  revenge  themselves,  but  had 
allowed  themselves  to  be  directed  by  Sieur  de  Callieres,  whose 
death  they  beAvail,  assuring  M.  de  Vaudreuil  moreover  that  they 
will  do  only  what  he  pleases. 

[That's  well.] 

[Good.'] 

They  have  come  to  see  him,  and  to  behold  the  face  of  the  late 
Sieur  de  Callieres. 
[A  token  of  friendship.] 

M.  de  VaudreuiVs  Answer. 

He  is  pleased  that  tliey  have  come  so  far  to  see  liim ;  thoy 
know  that  all  differences  were  (eniiinated  by  the  Cu  iiernl  peace; 
if  the  Scioux  wage  war  against  thcMii,  he  does  not  prevent  tliem 
defending  tliemselves. 

[That  is  well  and  regularly  answered.] 

[Good.] 

He  is  glad  they  have  mentioned  their  chiefs^  names ;  oxhorts 
them  to  invite  them  to  [continue]  in  tlie  obedience  thoy  owe 
the  govemment;  lie  understands,  however,  tliat  th(»v  are  invitiHl 
to  go  to  tlie  English,  whom  one  of  tbeir  chiefs  wi^it  to  visit;  if 
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they  continue  the  same  course,  they  will  not  please  him ;  as  he  is 
at  war  with  the  English  he  would  be  sorry  to  meet  any  of  them 
there ;  he  forbids  them  that  road ;  and  let  them  tell  their  young 
men  that,  should  they  go  to  the  English,  he  will  no  longer  look 
on  them  as  his  children. 

[Perfectly  well.] 

IGood.   Keep  a  check  on  them.'] 

Speech  of  Le  Pesant  (''the  Heavy  man'),  an  Outaois,  IJf^^ 

July. 

In  the  name  of  the  Kiscacons,  the  Outaois  of  Sinago,  and 
Outaois  of  the  Sable,  he  bewails  Sieur  de  Callieres.  They  re- 
joice that  he  has  succeeded ;  they  hope  he  will  love  them ;  the 
Scioux  wage  war  against  them,  but  they  will  not  defend  them- 
selves till  they  know  his  will. 

[This  disposition  of  these  Indians  is  very  good.  It  would  be  better  to 
give  them  audience  and  to  govern  them  by  the  councils  they  hold  at 
Montreal,  than  to  send  them  so  many  commandants,  who  make  them  say 
what  they  like,  and  distribute  the  King's  presents  among  them  only  as 
they  please;  whilst  they  receive  at  Montreal  all  that  the  King  orders 
them.] 

[Conch    Appears  good.] 

It  would  have  afforded  them  much  pleasure  to  see  the  Intend- 
ant;  they  had  come  in  that  expectation;  they  would  greatly 
wish  him  to  love  them  as  much  as  he  who  is  gone  away. 

[I  am  very  certain  that  they  will  like  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  when 
they  will  see  him.] 

[Good.] 

'  M.  de  VaudreuiVs  Answer, 

They  may  rely  on  it,  that  he  will  love  them  as  much  as  the 
late  Sieur  de  Callieres,  if  they  continue  obedient.  Siour  de  la 
Motte  writes  him  tliat  lie  is  satisfied  with  them.  lie  exhorts 
them  and  tlic  tribe  to  be  always  attached  to  him;  he  does  not 
wisli  tliem  to  make  war  on  the  Scioux,  but  if  these  comnunice 
they  can  defend  tliemsclves;  that  he  had  greatly  wished  the 
Intendant  had  attended  the  Meeting,  so  that  they  might  see  that 
he  was  as  good  a  father  as  lie  who  had  gone  away. 

[Very  well  answered.] 

[Oood] 
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1706:   ILLICIT  TRADE;  FRENCH  POLICY  TOWARD  INDIAN 

TRIBES. 

[Letter  of  Count  de  Pontchartrain  to  Governor  de  VaudreuiL] 

Versailles,  9th  June,  1706. 

SiK — I  have  received  your  despatches  of  the  3^  and  5'^^  of 
May  and  of  the  16^^  and  lO*'^  of  October  of  last  year,  with  the 
papers  thereunto  annexed. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  entertain  for 
Messieurs  de  Raudot^  the  consideration  and  friendship  I  re- 
quested for  them;  and  that  they,  on  their  part,  will  not  omit 
any  thing  to  deserve  the  same. 

It  is  certain  that  you  have  nothing  so  important  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  affairs  as  the  maintenance  of  peace  with  the  Iro- 
quois and  other  Indian  nations,  and  his  Majesty  will  approve 
all  the  measures  you  will  adopt  to  that  end ;  but  it  will  be  al- 
ways necessary  that  you  effect  it  with  the  dignity  suitable  to 
yourself  and  without  evincing  any  fear  to  them.  His  Majesty 
approves  your  sending  Sieur  Jonqueres  to  the  Iroquois,  because 
he  is  esteemed  by  them,  and  has  not  the  reputation  of  a  Trader; 
but,  you  ought  not  ix)  have  sent  Sieur  Vincennes^  to  the  Miamis, 
nor  Sieur  de  Louvigny,^  to  Missilimaquina,  as  they  are  accused 
of  carrying  on  contraband  trade.    You  are  aware  that  the  said 

iThe  intendant  Beauharnais  was  superseded  Dy  two  men  named  Rau- 
dot — Jacques  the  father,  and  Antoine  Denis  the  son;  their  joint  term  of 
office  lasted  from  September,  1705,  to  the  summer  of  1710.  Antoine  then 
returned  to  France,  and  Jacques  remained  in  Canada  another  year. —  Ed. 

^ Louis  Thomas  de  Joncaire  (Jonqueres)  came  to  Canada  when  a  mere 
boy,  and  served  first  as  an  Indian  interpreter,  then  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
army;  as  such,  he  was  especially  employed  among  the  Seneca  Indians, 
who  adopted  him.  and  regarded  him  as  one  of  their  chiefs.  Ho  died 
probably  about  1737. 

Jearl  Baptiste  Bissot,  sieur  de  Vincennes,  an  otficer  in  the  army  of 
Canada,  was  prominent  in  Detroit  and  Illinois  affairs,  and  possessed 
great  influence  with  the  savages.  He  was  commandant  among  the  Mi- 
amis  in  1697,  and  for  several  years  thereafter,  and  was  often  sent  on 
special  missions  to  that  tribe.   His  death  occurred  in  1711). — En. 

3 Documents  recounting  this  episode  in  Louvigny's  career  are  givcu 
In  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  67-77.— Ed. 
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Sieur  de  Louvigny  has  been  j^i^nished  for  that,  and  his  ^la- 
jesty  desires  that  you  cause  Sieur  Vincennes  to  be  severely  pun- 
ished, he  having  carried  on  an  open  and  undisguised  trade.  It 
is  averred  that,  in  place  of  having  had  him  punished,  the  man 
named  IN^eveu  has  been  confined  in  a  dungeon  six  months  for 
having  given  information  regarding  this  trade. 

It  is,  also,  alleged  that  Arnauld,  Sieur  de  Lobiniere's  son-in- 
law,  has  been  sent  to  the  Outaouacs  with  otiier  Frenchmen  and 
three  canoes ;  and  that  the  impunity  of  this  man  excites  consid- 
erable murmurs,  and  authorizes  the  licentiousness  of  those  who 
are  inclined  to  range  the  Avoods.  I  will  believe  that  all  this  is 
done  without  your  participation,  but  it  is  not  allowable  in  you, 
occupying  the  post  you  do,  to  be  ignorant  of  it ;  still  less,  not  to 
punish  it  when  you  are  cognizant  of  it.  I  will  tell  you  plainly, 
that  if  you  are  not  more  absolute  in  the  execution  of  the  King's 
orders,  and  more  severe  in  the  pur.isliment  of  acts  of  dis- 
obedience, I  shall  not  guarantee  to  you  that  liis  Majesty  would 
be  willing  to  allow  you  to  occupy  for  any  length  of  time  your 
present  post. 

I  must  tell  you  likewise,  tliat  a  species  of  weakness  has  been 
apparent  in  your  conduct  at  Montreal,  at  tlie  time  of  the  riot^ 
which  broke  out  there.  You  ought  to  liave  made  severe  exam- 
ples on  the  spot  of  some  of  the  most  mutinous,  and  you  would 
have  tliereby  avoided  the  second  difficulty  and  ])erlia])s  those 
which  possibly  Avill  liereafter  occur.  I  am  pc^'suaded  that  you 
thought  it  better  to  employ  mildness  on  such  an  occasion  when 
a  severe  beginning  is  nevertheless  always  necessiiry  as  an  exam- 
ple, reserving  measures  of  mildness  for  subsequent  events,  and 
you  ought  to  be  very  careful  lest  your  mihl  proceedings  be  not 
atti'ibuted  to  Aveakiiess  by  the  mutinous,  and  they  be  thereby 
encouraged  to  new  movements. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  (he  truth  of  the  information  Sienr  ,lon- 
quiercs  luis  given  you  respecting  the  intriguis  of  the  Knglish 
among  the  Iroquois,  (x)ntinue  to  order  him  to  oc('U))y  liim- 
self  with  breaking  tlunn  U]),  and  on  your  ]uiri,  give  tlie  subject 
all  ihv  attention  it,  deserves.  It  behooves  you  to  ]>ay  (he  same 
attention  to  ])rev(Miting  the  Knglisli  sedncing  the  Abenakis,  the 
Indians  of  the  Sault  [St.  J.ouis],  tliose  of  the  Mountain,  those 
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of  the  Sault  an  Recolet/  and  those  of  Detroit ;  and  that  you  so 
manage  as  to  break  up  all  the  intrigues  that  may  be  afoot  in 
these  places. 

You  did  very  well  to  dissuade  the  Chief  of  the  Outaouacs 
from  the  design  he  entertained  of  going  to  trade  with  the  Eng- 
lish. Ilis  Majesty  approves  your  having  employed  mild  means 
for  that  purpose,  and  even  that  you  had  caused  him  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a  little  Brandy  in  order  to  restrain  him,  when  tliat 
alone  will  effectually  prevent  them  resorting  to  the  English  for 
purposes  of  trade.  You  can  very  well  suffer  them  to  purchase 
a  little  of  it,  and  provided  moderation  and  propriety  be  ob- 
served, the  inconveniences  will  be  avoided  which  necessitated 
the  prohibiting  of  the  sale  of  Brandy;  but  this  requires  great 
caution  on  your  part. 

It  would  be  desirable,  if  possible,  to  retain  the  ^Miamis  at  De- 
troit. JSTevertheless,  should  they  persist  and  their  reasons  ap- 
pear valid,  you  can  permit  them  to  return  home ;  but  I  request 
you  to  confer  with  Sieur  de  la  Motte  Cadillac,  so  as  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  measures  he  may  have  taken  for  the  establish- 
ment of  that  post,  and  in  that  case  you  need  not  furnish  them 
with  a  French  Chief. 

It  is  also  unnecessary  for  you  to  supply  the  Poutouatamia 
with  one,^  and  it  would  be  well  even  to  prevent  them  waging 
war  against  the  Sioux,  who  are  not  our  enemies.  Should  the 
Iroquois  declare  against  them  at  the  sam>  time,  they  would  be 
overwhelmed ;  and  we  have  an  interest  in  presei-ving  them. 

His  Majesty  has  approved  the  measures  you  have  adopted  to 
prevent  the  war  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  Outaouacs,  aud  I 
doubt  not  but  the  arrangement  you  caused  them  to  enter  into 

1  Reference  is  here  made  to  various  mission  colonios  of  Indians,  In  the 
neighborliood  of  Montreal,  formed  by  Jesuit  and  Sulpitinn  mlBslonuriea 
among  tlieir  converts  in  order  to  kecyt  them  from  relapsing  iiUo  hoathea- 
ism. — Ed. 

2At  this  time,  the  garrisons  and  commandants  had  been  withdrawn 
from  most  of  the  BYench  posts  on  the  Upper  Lakes.  The  king's  instruc- 
tions to  Vaudreuil  and  Beauharnais  dated  June  10.  1704,  warn  thorn  that 
they  "must  not  appoint  a  commandant  at  Mlchillmakinak.  so  that  the 
Indians  may  be  compelled  to  go  to  Detroit"  ^^'J/ /)/>/.  Canad.  Archives, 
1899,  p.  207).— El). 
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will  continue.  It  is  well,  however,  that  you  pay  attention  to  it, 
and  that  the  Iroquois  be  persuaded  of  your  good  intentions  in 
this  regard,  and,  if  you  could  succeed  in  driving  off  those  Out- 
aouacs  who  have  illtreated  the  Iroquois,  it  must  be  done,  in  or- 
der to  convince  them  of  your  sincerity.  But  this  demands  great 
circumspection  and  prudence  on  your  part. 

His  Majesty  has  approved  your  having  confirmed  to  the  Iro- 
quois the  former  promises  which  had  been  made  them  in  regard 
to  the  governments  of  Orange  and  Manathe,^  and  your  not  hav- 
ing included  Boston  therein,  which  is  at  too  great  a  distance 
from  them  to  trouble  themselves  about  it. 

Be  persuaded  that  his  Majesty  ^vill  eventually  grant  you 
whatever  favors  you  may  desire,  and  that  I  shall  most  readily 
use  my  endeavors  to  render  you  any  service  near  him ;  but  you 
cannot  too  carefully  avoid  becoming  mixed  up  with  the  parties 
of  the  Colony  which,  from  all  time,  have  caused  the  greatest 
misfortunes  it  has  been  afflicted  with.  I  must  observe  to  you 
here  that  his  Majesty  felt  some  difficulty  in  resolving  to  confer 
on  you  the  Governor-generalship  of  ISTew  France,  on  accomit  of 
your  wife's  family  which  is  in  that  country,  and  his  Majesty 
only  consented  on  the  assurances  I  have  given  him  that  you 
would  act  towards  your  wife's  relatives  as  if  they  were  no  con- 
nections of  yours.  Should  you  depart  from  these  principles, 
you  would  expose  me  to  his  Majesty's  reproaches,  and  you  ought 
even  be  apprehensive  for  the  consequences.  You  speak  to  me 
only  of  M.  de  Lotbiniere  and  his  family.  I  know  she  has 
others;  for  example,  her  brother's  widow,  his  daughter,  and 
Sieurs  d'Amours,  Deschaufont  [de  Chaufours],  and  de  Plaine. 
You  must  act  towards  them  in  the  same  manner  as  by  other  set- 
tlers, without  laying  aside  your  character  in  their  regard. 

The  avowal  you  make  of  luwing  permitted  Sieurs  do  IMnntez 
[Menthet],  do  la  Decouverte,  and  Vincennos  to  carry  sonic  mer- 
chandize with  them,  in  the  voyages  you  authorized  them  to 
make  to  the  Upper  country,  is  sufficient  to  create  the  belief  that 

iFort  Orange,  or  Albany;  and  New  York,  or  Manhattan  (Manathe). 
These  were  originally  Dutch  colonies,  but  wore  seized  by  the  English  ia 
1664,  and  the  name  New  York  was  substituted  for  tliat  of  New  Nother- 
land. — Ei). 
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they  had  traded,  especially  Sieur  de  la  Decouverte,  who  is  an 
arrant  trader.  Wherefore  I  enjoin  again  on  you  to  abstain  as 
much  as  possible  sending  into  those  countries;  and,  whenever 
the  service  absolutely  requires  it,  to  select  trustworthy  people 
on  whom  you  may  rely. 

I  did  not  attach  [any  credit]  to  the  information  I  received 
that  you  had  sold  eight  licenses  to  go  into  the  interior  of  the 
country ;  and  had  such  been  the  case,  it  would  have  been  out  of 
my  power  to  prevent  his  Majesty  visiting  you  with  tokens  of 
his  most  profound  displeasure  and  indignation. — N.  Y.  Colon, 
Docs.,  ix,  pp.  776-778. 


1706:  DETROIT  ATTACKED  BY  OTTAWAS  AND  MIAMIS;  JESUITS 
PACIFY  MICHILLIMACKINAC  SAVAGES. 

[Letter  from  Father  Joseph  Marest  to  Governor  Vaudreuil;  translated 
from  Cass  MSS.  (transcribed  from  documents  in  Paris  archives),  and 
published  by  Mrs.  E.  M.  Sheldon  in  her  Early  History  of  Michigan 
(N.  Y.,  1856),  pp.  206-17.] 

MiCHILlMACKIIiAC,  AUGUST  14,  1708. 

J.  M.  J. 

Monsieur — I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  you,  by  Tou- 
pikanich,  concerning  the  bad  news  we  had  heard  from  Detroit, 
that  a  war  had  broken  out  between  the  Hurons,  Miamis,  and 
Outawas.  At  the  time  I  wrote,  we  were  ignorant  of  the  fate 
of  the  French  at  Detroit,  and  also  at  Michilimackinac.  The 
savages  whom  we  sent  to  Michilimackinac  returned  after  going 
almost  to  the  very  gates  of  the  fort,  without  l)ringing  us  any 
assurance  of  the  safety  of  the  French.' 

M.  Chartier,  though  he  liad  cause  to  fear  the  saviigcs  at 
Michilimackinac,  on  account  of  some  captives  wlio  were  there, 
was  the  first  to  otfcr  to  go  on  this  liazardons  mission,  saying  "lie 
was  ashamed  to  remain,  and  rely  solely  on  the  reports  of  the 

iThe  initials  of  the  names  "Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph"  —  often  used  by 
Jesuit  writers,  as  here,  at  the  beginning  of  a  letter. — En. 

^At  the  time  indicated  in  these  opening  paragraphs,  Marost  was  prob- 
ably at  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  mission. —  Eu. 
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savages,  for  every  one  knew  that  they  always  mix  the  false  with 
tlie  tnie  in  any  news  they  iindeiix)ok  to  report." 

But  an  opportunity  was  providentially  afforded  11s  of  learn- 
ing all  we  wished  to  know,  without  incurring  any  risk.  Mera- 
silla,  an  Outawa-Sinago,  who  was  going  to  Detroit  with  the 
people  of  Toupikanich  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  brother,  who 
was  killed  the  day  after  he  was  made  chief,  and  by  this  means 
restore  tlie  name  of  Kischkouch,  when  he  heard  that  we  in- 
tended to  go  to  Michilimackinac,  begged  of  us  to  ask  the  sav- 
ages to  release  him,  that  he  might  accompany  us  thither.  The 
savages  granted  our  request,  but  reproached  him  ^vith  having  no 
love  for  his  brother.  But,  nothing  daunt-ed,  he  requested  an 
interview  with  M.  Menard  and  myself. 

The  parley  took  place  the  next  morning,  which  happened  to 
be  St.  Ignace's  day,  after  m.ass  had  been  said  for  that  saint. 
All  the  French  who  wished  were  permitted  to  be  present.  No 
one  could  have  spoken  in  a  more  engaging,  sensible  manner, 
than  did  Merasilla.  He  said  there  really  was  cause  to  fear  for 
us,  and  for  the  French  at  Michilimackinac;  but  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  relieve  all  the  French  from  any  trouble  they  miglit  be 
in.  He  requested  us  to  give  liim  a  flag,  and  a  letter  to  tlie 
French ;  these  Avould  be  sufficient  evidence  to  them  that  he  had 
not  come  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  their  blood.  He  said,  if  he 
found  the  French  at  Michilimackinac  still  '^live,  and  desirous 
to  revenge  themselves  upon  their  enemies,  if  all  things  were  fav- 
orable to  sucli  an  attempt,  he  would  return  immediately  with 
the  letter  which  the  French  would  undoubtedly  send  in  answer 
to  ours.  If  he  found  that  the  French  had  already  been  massa- 
cred, without  allowing  the  savages  there  to  suspect  that  he  had 
seen  us,  he  would  come  with  the  utmost  dispatch  and  wnni  us, 
that  we  might  retire  to  a  place  of  safety ;  and  if  there  were  any 
immediate  danger  of  an  attack  upon  us,  he  would  aid  us  in  de- 
fending ourselves. 

You  may  judge  how  gladly  his  proposition  was  received, 
though  it  is  always  said  that  a  man  risks  his  life,  if  ho  triist.s  I0 
the  fidelity  of  a  savage.  But  we  made  him  such  promises,  in 
our  own  name  and  in  yours,  that  the  ho])e  of  reward  was  to  him 
a  very  strong  inducement  to  keep  his  word.    We  told  him  that. 
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as  soon  as  lie  returned,  we  would  recompense  him  abundantly, 
whether  the  condition  of  things  were  good  or  bad,  and  that  we 
would  inform  you  of  the  essential  service  he  had  rendered  us, 
and  you  would  never  forget  it. 

To  give  us  every  possible  assurance  of  his  fidelity,  Merasilla 
left  his  whole  family  with  us  as  hostages ;  and,  with  only  three 
savages,  departed  in  a  canoe  for  Michilimackinac.  He  exe- 
cuted his  commission  with  the  utmost  secrecy.  He  said  noth- 
ing to  the  savages,  nor  to  the  French,  except  to  the  one  to  whom 
he  gave  the  letter,  until  after  he  was  fully  informed  of  the 
state  of  affairs.  All  the  French  at  Michilimackinac  greatly  ad- 
mired his  judicious  conduct.  On  his  return  to  the  mission, 
each  of  the  Frenchmen  there  made  him  a  present  to  the  value 
of  four  beavers ;  for  which  it  is  but  just  that  the  king  should  re- 
munerate us,  as  it  is  in  his  service  that  we  are  exposed  to  so 
many  dangers.  You  will  greatly  oblige  all  of  us,  myself  in  par- 
ticular, if  you  will  also  recompense  him  liberally.  He  mil 
then  feel,  that  to  render  good  service  to  the  French  who  are  un- 
der your  orders,  and  especially  to  a  missionary,  is  a  matter  of 
some  importance. 

Three  Frenchmen  returned  with  Merasilla  from  Michili- 
mackinac, who  infonned  us  it  was  not  mthout  reason  that  we 
had  been  told  that  we  risked  much  in  attempting  to  go  to 
Michilimackinac.  For  eight  days  the  occupants  of  that  post 
had  been  as  if  the  tomahawk  were  suspended  over  their  heads. 
Two  of  the  principal  women  in  the  village,  who  had  always  un- 
til then  appeared  very  friendly  to  the  French,  went  weeping 
from  hut  to  hut,  demanding  the  death  of  the  French  who  had 
killed  their  brother.  Three  or  four  times  the  French  had  been 
obliged  to  make  presents  to  the  Indians,  who  considered  these 
gifts  as  a  kind  of  contribution,  or  lionost  plunder.  They  had 
also  been  obliged  to  sell  goods  to  the  savages  at  their  own  ju-ice. 
But,  since  the  last  news  from  Detroit,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  French  there  had  not  shared  in  the  second  attack  made  on 
the  Outawas,  affairs  at  Michilimackinac  had  been  more  quiet. 

.  The  day  before  the  Frenchmen  left  Michilimackinac  t-o  come 
to  us,  all  the  Outawas  in  the  viUage,  about  one  hundn^l  and 
sixty  in  number,  including  those  who  came  to  invito  tbeni, 
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started  for  Detroit.  If  the  French  there  should  take  any  part 
in  the  difficulties  between  the  different  tribes,  there  would  be 
more  reason  than  ever  to  fear  for  the  safety  of  the  French  at 
Michilimackinac. 

Notwithstanding  this  news,  we  all  resolved  to  proceed  to- 
gether to  Michilimackinac.  For  my  own  part,  I  considered  it 
quite  as  safe  to  risk  being  detained  as  a  hostage  by  the  savages, 
as  to  incur  their  displeasure,  which  I  should  most  certainly  do 
if  I  attempted  to  go  to  Montreal.  Besides,  I  believed  that  my 
presence  would  serve  as  a  restraint  upon  the  savages,  and  thus 
be  some  security  to  the  French. 

On  our  arrival  at  Michilimackinac,  on  the  9th  of  August, 
every  one  seemed  rejoiced.  The  savages  declared  that  they 
were  now  convinced  that  their  father  Onontio  would  not  aban- 
don them ;  that,  whatever  might  happen  at  Detroit,  the  French 
would  always  be  secure  here.  Indeed,  they  said  they  did  not 
believe  Onontio  had  anything  to  do  with  the  affair  at  Detroit, 
since,  though  he  had  knowledge  of  it,  he  had  sent  them  good 
promises,  and  the  missionary  had  returned  to  them,  in  spite  of 
all  the  dangers  of  the  way. 

The  French  have  been  actively  engaged  in  fortifying  this  es- 
tablishment for  the  safety  of  themselves  and  their  effects,  as  no 
one  can  depend  on  the  word  of  the  savages,  since  the  chiefs, 
however  good  their  intentions,  are  not  masters.  For  our  bettor 
security,  M.  Arnaud  has  found  it  necessary  to  make  presents 
to  all  the  savages.  In  this  he  has  acted  for  tlie  public  good, 
and  deserves  to  be  repaid.  He  will  present  his  bill  to  yourself 
and  the  intendant.  You  are  not  ignorant  how  zealous  M. 
Amaud  is  for  the  public  good,  especially  when  he  knows  that 
his  services  will  meet  your  approval.  His  generosity  ought  not 
to  go  unrewarded.  M.  Menard,  who  came  up  with  mo  from 
Montreal,  will  also  present  you  with  his  bill  of  expenditures  in 
the  service  of  the  king. 

It  is  not  just  that  these  two  men  should  be  obliged  to  defray 
the  expense  of  presents  to  the  savages;  especially  as  the  King 
in  these  troublous  times  has  provided  no  presents  with  wliich  to 
settle  difficulties.  I  have  myself  paid  tlie  value  of  a  score  of 
beavers,  for  services.    You  will  permit  me  to  say  that,  as  I 
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came  here  by  your  orders,  in  the  midst  of  so  many  dangers,  it 
seems  only  right  that  some  ])rovision  should  have  been  made  for 
my  jouraey,  and  I  hope  hereafter  this  subject  may  receive  your 
attention.  Still,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  here,  and  hope  my  pres- 
ence will  be  of  service  to  the  French. 

I  believe,  if  M.  Menard  and  myself  had  arrived  here  before 
the  departure  of  the  Indians  for  Detroit,  we  might  have  pre-  > 
vented  their  going,  by  informing  them  of  some  things  we  heard 
by  the  way ;  but  this  was  not  permitted.  The  old  men  in  coun- 
cil have  condemned  the  departure  of  their  tribe,  but  say  they 
could  not  restrain  the  young  men,  after  they  had  learned  the 
^reason  of  the  Ilurons.^  Besides,  they  went  to  aid  their  rela- 
tives, by  their  tomahawks  and  with  provisions.  Before  we  left 
St.  Igiiace,  Toupikanich  informed  us  that  a  party  of  a  hundred 
men  would  soon  arrive,  on  their  way  to  Detroit;  but  ihey  did 
not  appear  while  we  remained  there.  Therefore  ]\r.  la  Motte 
ought  not  to  find  fault  because  we  did  not  stop  theni. 

About  that  time,  a  party  of  Avarriors  were  . to  leave^richili- 
mackinac,  and,  having  engaged  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  to  join  them, 
intended  to  attack  the  Miamis  on  the  river  St.  Joseph.  M. 
Arnaud  induced  them  to  wait  until  our  arrival ;  and  we  were 
enabled  entirely  to  divert  them  from  their  object.  To  effect 
this,  wo  gave  them  the  necklace^  you  had  sent  to  settle  their  dif- 
ficulty with  Detroit,  and  to  prevent  their  going  thither.  This 
necklace,  with  tobacco,  had  the  effect  to  stop  Onaske  and  Kou- 
taouiliboe,  who  were  living  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  village — 
and  through  their  influence  the  whole  project  was  easily  over- 
thrown. Several  canoes  have  indeed  departed  since,  but  tliere 
was  not  a  sufiiciently  large  number  of  savages  to  make  a  success- 
ful attack. 

I  asked  the  savages  if  I  could  send  a  canoe  inanntnl  with 
Frenchmen  to  the  river  St,  Josej)h,  with  any  degree  of  safety? 

1  Probably  a  reference  to  the  same  treacherous  i)U)t  of  the  Hiuons 
which  Perrot  thus  mentions  (Mhnoirc,  p.  14G)  :  "Since  tlie  Detroit  imst 
was  established,  have  not  the  Ilurons  conspired  to  cut  the  throats  of  the 
Frenchmen  who  were  keeping  garrison  there,  under  command  of  Mon- 
sieur de  la  Motte?  and,  if  their  design  was  foiled,  it  was  only  by  vigilant 
guard  on  the  part  of  the  French." — Ed. 

■^Or  collar,  of  "porcelain"  (wampum).— En. 
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They  replied  that  I  could,  and  urged  me  to  do  so,  seeming  tx> 
take  an  interest  in  the  Fathers  who  are  there.  The  truth  is, 
they  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  make  war  upon  the  Miamis  while 
the  missionaries  remain  there,  and  for  that  reason  would  prefer 
that  they  should  come  to  us.  I  had  previously  engaged  some 
Frenchmen  to  carry  the  news  to  the  river  St.  Joseph,  and  to 
relieve  our  Fathers  if  they  were  in  any  difficulty;  but  one  of 
them  has  been  so  much  intimidated  by  the  representations  of 
his  friends,  that  he  dare  not  trust  himself  among  the  savages. 
As  affairs  are  at  present,  I  do  not  think  the  removal  of  the 
Fathers  is  advisable,  for  that  is  the  most  important  post  in  all 
this  region  except  Michilimackinac ;  and  if  the  Outawas  were 
relieved  from  the  restraint  imposed  upon  them  by  the  existence 
of  the  mission,  they  would  unite  so  many  tribes  against  the 
Miamis,  that  in  a  short  time  tliey  would  drive  them  from  tliis 
fine  country. 

All  the  old  men  of  this  village  who  are  friendly  to  the  French, 
among  whom  is  Koutaouiliboe,  have  behaved  so  well  during  all 
the  trouble  at  Detroit,  that  tliey  deserve  to  be  rewarded  for 
their  zeal.  Koutaouiliboe  has  long  been  our  friend.  lie  pos- 
sesses sound  sense  and  a  good  reputation,  and  has  affection 
enough  for  us  to  deserve  our  consideration.  He  desires  me  to 
say,  to  you  in  particular,  that  he  cannot  settle  all  tliese  bad  af- 
fairs alone ;  and  he  wishes  you,  next  autumn,  to  send  the 
French  chief  you  intend  for  them,  and  they  will  pay  the  amount 
in  beaver.  They  no  longer  know  where  to  find  martens  and 
wild-cats.^  He  says,  they  all  wish  to  have  no  more  difficulties 
here. 

Onaske  wishes  me  to  inform  you  that  "the  reason  he  lias  ap- 
peared to  grow  remiss,  was  from  the  fear  tliat  some  trouble 
might  occur  in  his  absence,  and  there  woukl  be  no  one  to  settle 
it.''  He  says,  that  'Svhile  he  was  at  the  Isle  en  Huroiine,  the 
small-pox  desolated  his  village  and  he  invited  the  Kickapoos  of 
Detroit  to  return  liere';  but  they  did  not  obey  him,  and  now 
they  have  been  killed  by  the  Hurons.  He  took  the  French  in 
his  anna,  when  the  people  who  came  from  Detroit  hud  a  bit- 
ter heart  toAvard  them;  for  that  reason  I  found  {\\ciu  in  gv>od 


^Chat  sauvage,  the  raccoon;  a  valued  and  staple  pelt. — En. 
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condition.  He  was  vei*y  glad  to  see  me,  and  hoped  I  wouxd  re- 
main. He  was  glad  that  the  French  had  made  a  fort  for  me, 
and  for  themselves.  It  wonld  strike  fear  into  the  hearts  of 
their  enemies,  and  cause  jealousy  among  the  tribes  at  Detroit. 
He  had  done  all  he  could  to  prevent  the  yoimg  men  from  de- 
scending to  Detroit ;  and  since  I  was  here  he  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  those  who  should  come  from  there,  and  he  would  not  allow 
any  trouble  to  originate  here.  If  Le  Pesant  left  Detroit,  he 
did  not  believe  he  would  come  here,  but  would  probably  go  to 
Manitoulin."  Onaske  begs  you  ^'always  to  love  his  village,  and 
not  to  believe  the  representations  of  Le  Pesant,  who  gave  six 
packs  of  beaver  to  the  Iroquois  to  induce  them  to  come  with  him 
and  destroy  Michilimackinac.  He  hopes  you  will  continue  to 
hinder  the  Iroquois  from  coming  here,  and  instruct  them  not  to 
receive  the  Huron,  if  he  wishes  to  return  to  his  wugwam." 
You  will,  of  course,  mauage  these  things  as  you  think  proper. 

I  have,  at  last,  found  another  Frenchman  who  is  willing  to 
go  to  the  river  St.  Joseph,  and  I  hope  the  four  will  now  depart 
immediately.  We  have  reason  to  feel  anxious  concerning  the 
safety  of  the  Fathers,  on  account  of  so  many  war-parties  going 
down  on  tliat  side.  At  least,  we  shall  have  news  from  St. 
Joseph,  unless  our  men  find  too  many  dangers  in  the  way. 


« 

Michilimackinac,  August  27,  170G. 
A  few  canoes  of  the  savages  of  this  place,  who  went  to  De- 
troit, having  returaed,  I  am  permitted  to  give  you  their  re])ort; 
they  arrived  here  on  Monday,  August  23^.  The  chiefs  of 
Michilimackinac,  who  rcnuiined  at  home,  liave  always  main- 
tained that  their  men  liad  not  gone  to  light,  bnt  to  witbdrnw 
their  brothers,  the  young  men,  from  Detroit.  Those  who  went 
last,  report  that  they  met  these  young  men  on  tlieir  way  home. 
Five  or  six  days  had  already  elapsed  since  tliey  left  Detroit,  and 
they  were  nearly  exhausted  willi  Ininger.  Ten  cano(^s  have 
gone  to  Saginaw  for  provisions.  ]a'  Pesant  and  Ii^ni  la  Hbinc, 
with  many  others  are  still  delayed  by  Uie  wind.  Tliose  who 
have  arrived,  say  that  a  great  battle  was  fought  at  Detroit,  and 
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that  the  French  were  going  out  with  the  Miamis  and  Hurons  to 
attack  the  Outawas  in  their  fort.  Two  Frenchmen  had  been 
killed  in  the  combat,  by  a  Miami.  The  Ontawas  feared  that 
they  had  killed  some  of  the  Iroquois  of  the  Saut,^  if  any  were 
with  the  Hurons. 

The  savages  all  say  that  the  Miamis  were  masters  in  the  fort 
of  the  French,  stealing  their  com  and  other  provisions,  and 
committing  all  manner  of  depredations.  It  was  also  reported 
that  they  had  burnt  an  Outawa.  The  Hurons  burned  a  yoimg 
Outawa  woman  in  their  fort.  They  sent  four  Outawas  cap- 
tive to  the  Miamis  of  St.  Joseph;  two  of  them  escaped;  but 
they  said  the  Miamis  had  not  ill-treated  them,  and  the  blame 
of  the  whole  affair  must  rest  on  Quarante  Sous.  The  same 
Hurons  had  two  other  Outawa  prisoners,  whom  they  wished  to 
give  either  to  the  Miamis,  who  were  soon  to  return  from  De- 
troit, or  to  M.  la  Motte. 

The  greater  part  of  the  fields  at  Detroit  had  been  ravaged. 
Only  a  few  of  the  Miamis  remained  at  Detroit,  and  the  Loups 
had  withdrawn.  No  news  had  yet  been  received  from  M.  la 
Motte.  M.  Menard  will  give  all  the  circumstances  at  length; 
you  may  depend  upon  his  report.  We  are  impatiently  await- 
ing the  return  of  M.  Boudor  and  the  Outawa  chiefs.  I  have 
not  yet  sent  to  the  river  St.  Joseph,  but  hope  to  very  soon. 

I  hasten  to  close  this  long  letter,  by  assuring  you  that  I  am 
with  respect,  sir 

Your  very  humble  and 

Very  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  J.  Marest. 

lA  reference  to  the  Iroquois  mission  village  at  Sault  St.  Louis,  oppo- 
site Montreal;  it  is  now  known  as  Caughnawaga. —  Ed. 
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1706:    INTERTRIBAL  RELATIONS;  FRENCH  POLICY. 

[Part  of  a  letter  from  Governor  de  Vaudreuil  to  Count  de  Pontchartrain, 
dated  Nov.  4,  1706.] 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  this  spring,  by  way  of 
Placentia/  that,  in  order  to  maintain  the  imion  between  the 
Outtauois  and  the  Iroquois,  I  sent  back  Sieur  de  Joncaire ;  also 
a  canoe  to  Michilimackina  in  which  I  abstained  from  placing 
an  Officer,  in  order  to  save  expense  and  to  remove,  at  the  same 
time,  all  cause  of  complaint.  Mess^^  Raudot  and  I  agreed  to 
put  on  board  only  an  Interpreter  and  three  hired  men,  with 
orders  not  to  carry  on  any  trade,  and  to  follow  the  advice  of 
Father  Marest,  who  by  the  same  occasion  accompanied  them 
up  to  his  mission,  agreeably  to  what  I  last  year  promised  tlie 
Indians  of  Michilimakina.  As  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  giving 
you  an  account,  hereafter,  of  the  success  of  that  voyage,  I  return 
to  the  Iroquois. 

I  am  persuaded.  My  Lord,  and  there  has  not  been  a  year  that 
I  have  not  had  the  honor  to  observe  it  to  you,  that  the  tranquil- 
lity of  this  Colony  depends  on  the  peace  with  these  Indians.  I 
neglect  nothing  to  insure  the  continuance  thereof  but  I  dare  as- 
sure you  at  tlie  same  time  that  I  do  so  honorably,  and  without 
disparagement  to  the  office  I  have  the  honor  to  fill.  I  cannot 
furnish  you  stronger  ])roofs  of  that  fact  than  by  transmitting 
you  the  annexed  speeches  which  the  Scnecas  ^nd  other  villages 
came  to  address  to  me  regarding  affairs  that  occurred  at  Detroit 
this  year.    You  will  find  my  answer  there  also. 

Had  I  followed.  My  Lord,  the  first  impulse  of  vengeance,  I 
would  not  have  hesitated  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Iroquois, 
but  when  I  reflect  that  the  Outtauois  of  ]\riclulinuikiiu\  had  no 
hand  in  the  occurrences  at  Detroit,  and  that  thoy  would  not 
even  go  in  there — as  you  will  see,  ^!y  Lord,  by  what  they  told 
me  by  Sieur  13oudor,  and  by  my  answers  to  Companisto  and 
Le  Brochet,  the  Chiefs  who  came  down  with  him  to  place  in  my 
hands  four  prisoners  to  be  restored  to  the  Iroquois — I  cannot, 

iThen  the  leading  settlement  in  Newfoundland,  and  a  resort  for  the 
French  fishing-vessels,  by  which  late  or  special  mails  were  often  sont  to 
France. —  Ei). 
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My  Lord,  consent  to  give  over  to  destruction  a  i^ation  that  has 
been  faithful  to  us  in  the  last  war,  and  has,  in  this  affair  at 
Detroit,  perhaps,  more  bad  luck  than  bad  disposition/  I  send 
you  hereunto  annexed  the  statement  of  Miscoualzy,  one  of  the 
Outtauois  Chiefs,  resident  at  Detroit,  whom,  however,  I  would 
not  receive  here  as  an  envoy ;  also  my  answer  to  him  as  well  as 
to  Companiste,  which  appears  to  me  sufficiently  firm  to  protect 
me  from  the  accusation  of  weakness.  The  difference  consists, 
My  Lord,  in  this — I  speak  in  public,  and  have  several  inter- 
preters, and  cannot  alter  the  truth  nor  shape  words  adapted  to 
my  subject  in  order  to  impose  on  you.  I  was  not  willing  to 
adopt  the  course  the  Iroquois  proposed  to  me  at  first,  because 
having  no  news  from  Sieur  de  la  Mothe  since  his  departure,  I 
could  not  determine  what  course  he  would  adopt  on  arriving 
at  his  post;  and  as  war  has  never  been  favorable  to  a  new  estab- 
lishment, I  did  not  wish  that  he  should  impute  to  me  that  I  had 
destroyed  him  by  letting  loose  the  Iroquois.  Secondly,  as  the 
latter  assured  me  that  their  resolution  was  taken  and  that  they 
had  been  to  the  English  to  advise  them  thereof  at  the  same  time 
they  had  come  to  Montreal,  I  was  very  glad  to  let  the  English 
know  the  extent  of  my  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  Iroquois. 
I  possessed  still  more  than  they^  inasmuch  as  I  had  enough  to 
make  the  Iroquois  let  go  the  hatehet,  notwithstanding  the  reso- 
lution they  had  taken  to  attack  the  Outtauois.  But,  My  Lord, 
the  real  reason  I  had  for  answering  the  Iroquois  as  I  had  done, 
is  that  I  reflect,  if  the  Huron,  the  Miamis,  and  the  Iroquois  be 

iSome  information  regarding  this  affair  may  be  gleaned  from  Rich- 
ard's synopsis  of  documents  in  Suppl.  Canad.  Archives,  1899  (pp.  208, 
210,  212),  "De  la  Mothe  would  not  go  to  Detroit  before  the  spring,  nor 
would  La  Forest;  sent  Sr.  de  Bourgmont"  (Vaudreuil,  1705).  "  De 
Bourgmont  cannot  be  blamed;  but  had  Lamothe,  La  Forest,  or  do  Tonty 
been  at  Detroit,  the  Outaouais  would  not  have  made  their  attack" 
(Vaudreuil,  170G).  "Must  make  the  Outaouais  give  satisfaction  for  hav- 
ing attacked  the  fort  of  Detroit  and  killed  three  Frenchmen;  M.  de 
Bourgmont,  who  was  in  command  there,  was  incompetent"  (Louis  XIV. 
1707).  "The  Outaouais  who  made  the  attack  at  Detroit  have  come  to 
Montreal  to  sue  for  pardon.  Refused  to  grant  it  to  them  unless  they 
brought  in  the  head  of  'Pesant'  The  affair  has  boon  ttnally  placed  In  the 
hands  of  Sieur  Lamothe,  who  will  find  some  means  of  conciliating  all 
parties"  (Vaudreuil,  1707).— Ed. 
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united,  they  will  accomplish  the  destruction  of  the  Outtauois, 
or  at  least  force  him  to  abandon  Michilimakina.  The  English 
are  too  acute  not  to  profit  by  this  opportunity,  and  will  not  fail 
to  remind  the  Iroquois  of  his  Dead.  I  speak  Indian.  The 
Iroquois  having  then  nothing  more  to  oppose  him  above,  will 
wage  a  bloodier  war  than  ever  against  us.  Such,  My  Lord, 
are  the  reasons  I  had  for  temporizing.  I  do  not  say  that  satis- 
faction must  not  be  exacted  from  the  Outtauois,  but  as  those  of 
Michilimakina  have  not  meddled  in  this  affair  at  Detroit  and 
as,  meanwhile,  the  course  of  events  reunited  them  all  at  Michili- 
makina, it  is  dangerous  to  begin  a  War  which  can  cause  us  only 
considerable  expense,  the  loss  of  a  nation  that  has  served  us 
faithfully,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  a  considerable  loss  of  trade 
every  year.  War  to  oblige  the  Outtauois  to  abandon  Michili- 
makina is  a  mistake ;  it  will  not  end  there  ;  they  will  take  refuge 
in  Lake  Superior,  and,  deriving  supplies  from  the  English 
through  the  head  of  Hudson's  bay,  will  continue  the  war  as 
long  as  the  memory  of  what  they  will  have  suffered  dwells 
among  them. — N,  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  779-781. 


1707:    LOUIS  XIV  ORDERS  INSPECTION  OF  WESTERN  POSTS. 

["Instructions  to  Sieur  Daigremont,  subdelegate  of  Sieur  Raudot,  In- 
tendant  of  New  France,  whom  the  King  has  selected  to  go  to  Fort  Cata- 
racouy,  Niagara,  Fort  Detroit  de  Ponchartrain,  and  Missilimakinac."] 

Versailles,  30tb  June,  1707. 

His  Majesty,  intending  to  maintain  those  posts,  lias  Ixjen 
pleased  to  send  thither  a  confidential  person  to  verify  their 
present  condition,  tbo  trade  carried  on  tluTC,  nud  utility 
tliey  may  be  of  to  the  Colony  of  Canada,  lie  has  solected 
him,  being  well  persuaded  that  he  will  punctually  exccnte  what 
is  contained  in  this  Memoir,  and  rendcM-  a  satisfactory  report 
thereof  on  his  return. 

His  Majesty  desin^s  that  he  leave  Qnebec  ns  soon  as  the  sea- 
son will  admit  of  the  commencement  of  the  voyage.  Ho  fur- 
nishes an  order  on  the  Marquis  de  Vaudrcuil,  Governor- 
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General  of  Canada,  and  Sieur  Raudot  to  have  him  supplied 
Avith  a  canoe  and  men  necessary  for  its  navigation,  with  what- 
ever provisions  he  shall  require  for  subsistence  during  the 
voyage,  without,  how^ever,  any  merchandise  for  trade. 

The  principal  reason  w^hich  has  induced  his  Majesty  to  make 
him  undertake  this  voyage  is  that  Sieur  de  la  Motte  Cadillac, 
who  has  charge  of  the  establishment  of  Detroit  de  Pontchar- 
train,  writes  in  all  his  letters  that  he  does  not  receive  from 
said  Sieurs  de  Vaudreuil  and  Raudot  the  aid  which  they  have 
been  ordered  to  furnish  him,  and  that  he  found  that  post  on 
his  arrival  in  very  bad  condition.  lie  pretejids  that  the  fort 
was  without  powder,  Sieur  de  Tonty,  who  commanded  there, 
having  disposed  of  all  that  was  tliere  before  leaving  it;  that 
the  lands  of  the  Colonial  Company  ["of  the  Colony"],  who 
held  that  post  before  him,  lay  fallow  or  in  the  occupancy  of 
the  Indians,  the  houses  being  all  uncovered ;  no  grain,  the 
greatest  portion  of  the  peltries  rotten  and  spoiled,  and  the  Com- 
pany's store  pillaged ;  and  that  he  is  able  to  prove  these  facts 
by  several  witnesses,  llis  ^iEajesty  is  desirous  that  he  him- 
self verify  all  that  is  alleged,  and  that  he  endeavor  to  discover 
the  truth  by  imquestionable  evidence. 

He  will,  also,  take  information  regarding  what  occurred  in 
the  action  of  the  Outaouaks,  and  what  occasioned  them  to 
attack  Fort  Detroit  and  kill  three  Frenchmen,  the  said  Sieur 
De  la  Motte  wishing  to  insinuate  that  they  were  stimulated  to 
tliis  act  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  the  failure  of  that 
establishment;  finally,  to  report  all  he  sliall  learn,  and  espe- 
cially the  conduct  of  Sieur  de  Eourgmont,  the  Commander  of 
tlie  fort  on  that  occasion. 

It  appears  by  the  letters  of  all  the  officers  in  garrison  at 
Detroit,  tliat  there  is  not  a  finer  nor  a  Wtter  country,  and 
that  all  the  favorable  re])orts  of  it  are  true.  Sieur  de  la  Moltc 
adds  (hat  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  is  constantly  llie  rc^trcat 
of  all  the  Nations  in  those  parts;  that  it  is  very  conveniently 
situated ;  that  the  Nations  who  inhabit  the  banks  of  the  Lakes 
can  reach  it  without  passing  any  rapid  or  waterfall ;  and  that 
the  Indians  in  the  interior  come  thither  over  very  level  roads, 
lie  will  take  ecpnil  e:ir(>  to  inform  liinis(>if  if  that  f«»r(  eom- 
bine  all  these  advantages. 
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Sieur  de  la  Motte  writes,  also,  that  lie  caused  two  canoes  full 
of  French  wheat  to  be  brought,  in  order  to  sow  the  lands 
belonging  to  that  post;  likewise  all  sorts  of  other  grain,  and 
materials  to  build  a  large  Mill.  He  will  see  if  all  these  grains 
have  succeeded,  and  if  this  Mill  be  in  existence. 

Sieur  de  la  Motte  reports  that  there  is  no  one  at  that  post 
to  take  charge  of  the  sick,  and  that  it  is  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter who  take  care  of  them.  lie  says  that  the  Superior  of  the 
Grey  J^uns^  of  Montreal  will  readily  take  charge  of  those  sick; 
and  that  they  are  well  adapted  for  a  new  colony,  because  they 
teach  how  to  work,  and  are  qualified  for  manufactures. 
Ho  will  be  careful,  in  passing  through  ]\rontreal,  to  see  and 
engage  this  Superior  to  adopt  Sieur  de  la  Motte's  proposals, 
and  will  report  the  answer. 

He  will  find  hereunto  annexed  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  Sieur 
de  la  Motte  concluded  for  tlie  establishment  of  the  Post  of 
Detroit.  He  will  verify  whether  it  be  faithfully  executed, 
especially  whether  the  soldiers  who  have  been  given  him  by 
his  Majesty's  order  have  due  justice  as  regards  food  and  pay. 

It  appears  from  Sieur  de  la  Motto's  last  letters  that  Arnold, 
Sieur  de  Lobiniere's  son-in-law,  was  still  actually  at  Missili- 
makinac  carrying  on  trade  along  with  a  man  named  Boudor, 
a  merchant  of  Montreal.  Mess^"^  do  Vandrcuil  aiul  Eaudot 
had  orders  to  recall  these  two  men ;  and,  if  tliey  be  still  in 
the  place,  his  ]\rajesty  wishes  that  lie  order  them  to  return 
promptly,  the  latter  to  his  home  and  the  other  to  Quebec,  on 
pain  of  disobedience.  He  will  take  exact  information  of  the 
trade  these  two  men  have  carried  on  during  their  sojourn  at 
]\rissilimakina  and  report  thereupon. 

Sieur  de  la  Motte  pretends  that  the  said  Siour  do  Vaudronil 
bus  sent  away  from  Detroit  the  interpreter  of  the  Oiitnoiinckf? 
who  bad  always  been  paid  by  bis  jMajesty  and  the  (^nm])any, 

in  order  to  have  his  Secretary's  brotlicr  ])ut  in  bis  \^]^c^\  b(H'anso 

  '  :  N!Cf 

iThe  phrase  "Grey  Nuns"  in  this  translation  is  mislead ing;  for  the 
order  of  Orey  Nuns  at  Montreal  (who  now  conduct  the  General  Hospital 
there)  was  not  founded  until  1747.  Reference  is  made  In  the  text  to  the 
Hospital  Nuns  of  St.  Joseph,  who  came  to  Montreal  in  1659.  and  con- 
ducted the  Hotel-Dleu. — Ed. 
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said  Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  has  been  desirous  of  having  a  man 
at  that  post  entirely  devoted  to  himself.  He  Avill  inform  him- 
self of  what  has  been  done  in  that  regard,  and  report  whether 
the  man  removed  from  that  office  was  as  faithful  as  the  said 
Sieur  de  la  Motte  pretends. 

Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  complains,  on  his  side,  that  the  said  Sieur 
de  la  Motte,  from  interested  motives,  wishes  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  thw^arts  him  in  his  establishment,  in  order  to 
render  him  suspected  :  but  that  Sieur  de  la  Motte's  only  aim 
is  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  the  English,  and  to  realize  the 
largest  profit  possible  from  his  post  for  his  own  interest  exclu- 
sively. 

Mess^^  Vaudreuil  and  Raudot  write  conjointly  that,  if  tliere 
be  an}'  abuse  in  the  sale  of  Brandy  among  the  Indians,  it  can 
only  proceed  from  Sieur  de  la  Motte  who  carried  with  him 
some  15  barrels  of  it,  and  a  large  quantity  of  powder.  They 
likewise  observe  to  me  that  his  agent  at  Quebec  has  written 
to  him  who  is  at  Montreal,  to  give  clearances  to  all  the  canoes 
who  would  go  up  to  Detroit  on  condition  of  carrying  thither 
300  livres'  weight  in  Brandy  to  Sieur  de  la  Motte;  and  that, 
finally,  it  appeared  to  them  that  said  Sieur  de  la  Motte  had 
a  desire  to  trade,  because  he  carried  only  Brandy  and  powder. 
As  his  Majesty  wishes  absolutely  to  enforce  the  prohibitions 
he  has  issued  against  carrying  on  any  trade  In  Brandy  with 
the  Indians,  he  orders  Sieur  d^\igremont  to  verify  very  pre- 
cisely the  quantity  of  liquor  Sieur  de  la  Motte  has  carried 
up,  and  inform  himself  what  use  he  made  of  it.  This  is  the 
principal  motive  that  induced  his  IVEajesty  to  send  to  Detroit. 
Therefore,  ho  must  direct  all  his  attention  to  thoroughly  clear 
up  the  fact,  and  to  report  fully  thereupon. 

He  will  proceed  from  fort  Detroit  to  '^^iss^limncldnnc  in 
order  to  visit  that  quarter,  and  will  inform  liimsolf  of  the 
number  of  Frcncli  there,  and  the  trade  they  carry  on  with  the 
mercliants  of  Montreal  and  Quebec;  and  finally,  of  all  those 
who  are  interested  in  their  trade.  lie  Avill  act  in  concert  with 
the  Missionaries  on  the  spot  respecting  the  conduct  to  be  ol>- 
scrved  with  the  Outaouahs,  and  will  take  infonnntion  of  them 
as  to  the  dispositions  these  Indinns  (>nl(>rtain   towards  the 
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French.  He  will  likewise  acquire  every  information  possible 
respecting  the  advantaojes  of  that, post,  so  as  to  render  an  exact 
report  thereupon  when  he  returns. 

His  Majesty  is  informed  that  the  English  are  endeavoring 
to  seize  the  post  at  Niagara,  and  that  it  is  of  very  great  impor- 
tance for  the  preservation  of  Canada  to  prevent  them  so 
doing,  because,  were  they  masters  of  it,  they  would  bar  the- 
passage  and  obstruct  the  communication  with  the  Indian  allies 
of  the  French — whom,  as  well  as  the  Iroquois,  they  would 
attract  to  them  by  their  trade,  and  dispose,  whenever  they 
pleased,  to  wage  war  on  the  French .  This  would  desolate 
Canada,  and  oblige  us  to  abandon  it. 

It  is  alleged  that  this  post  of  Niagara  could  serve  as  an 
entrepot  to  the  estahlishment  at  Detroit,  and  facilitate  inter- 
course with  it  by  means  of  a  bark  on  lake  Ontario ;  that,  in  fine, 
such  a  post  is  of  infinite  importance  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Colony  of  Canada,  and  that  it  can  be  accomplished  by  means 
of  Sieur  de  Joncaire,  whom  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  keeps 
among  the  Iroquois.  His  Majesty  desires  Sieur  d^\igremont 
to  examine  on  the  spot  whether  the  project  be  of  as  great  im- 
portance for  that  Colony  as  is  pretended;  and  in  such  case,  to 
inquire  with  said  Sieur  de  Joncaire,  whether  it  would  be  possi- 
ble to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Iroquois  to  have  a  fort  and  gar- 
rison there,  and,  conjointly,  make  a  very  detailed  report  of  the 
means  which  would  be  necessary  to  be  used  to  effect  it,  and  of 
the  expense  it  would  require ;  finally  to  ascertain  whether  it 
would  be  desirable  that  he  should  have  ah  interview  with  said 
Sieur  Joncaire,  and  that  they  should  have  a  meeting  at  Niagara. 

It  has  been  attempted  to  give  his  ]\Iajesty  to  undcrstaiui  that 
Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  keeps  the  said  Sieur  de  Joncaire  among 
the  Iroquois  for  the  purpose  of  trading  t\wi\\  and  of  destroying 
the  establishment  at  Detroit.  His  iMajesty  appears  to  bo  of  a 
contrary  opinion.  Nevertheless  he  will  not  fail  to  inform  liim- 
self  of  the  conduct  of  said  Sieur  de  Joncaire  so  as  to  be  able  t-o 
report  thereupon. 

Mess^-^  de  Vaudreuil  and  Raudot  have  informed  his  Majesty 
that  they  have  thought  proper  not  to  farm  l\>rt  Froutonac,  and 
to  retain  it  for  his  Majesty's  aceounl,  luMug  persu;ul(>d  it  will 
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not  be  any  charge.  They  state  that  they  have  given  the  com- 
mand of  it  to  Sieur  de  Tonty ;  as  his  Majesty  has  not  been  satis- 
fied with  the  conduct  of  the  latter  whilst  in  command  at  De- 
troit, on  account  of  the  considerable  trade,  it  is  alleged,  he 
can*ied  on  there,  Sieur  Daigremont  will,  when  passing  through 
that  place,  inform  himself  very  exactly  whether  said  Sieur  de 
Tonty  continues  to  carry  on  trade  on  his  own  account,  because 
in  such  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  withdraw  him  from  that 
post.  A  return  will  be  rendered  of  the  merchandise  the  said 
Sieur  Kaudot  will  have  sent  to  that  place  for  purposes  of  trade, 
and  what  it  produced ;  and  he  will  enter  into  the  minutest  de- 
tail possible  thereupon,  in  order  to  determine  from  the  profit 
derivable  from  that  merchandise,  whether  it  will  be  proper  to 
maintain  that  post  on  the  footing  the  said  S^ieurs  de  Vaudreuil 
and  Eaudot  have  established  it  on,  or  whether  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  farm  it. 

Tie  will  b©  careful,  likewise,  to  inform  himself  of  the  con- 
duct, in  respect  of  Trade,  of  all  those  who  will  be  at  that  post ; 
because  it  is  not  proper  that  any  one  pursue  commerce  there; 
and  render  an  exact  account  to  his  Majesty  of  every  thing  he 
has  learned. — N.  Y.  Colon,  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  805-808. 


1707:    POLICY  TOWARD  INDIANS;   ILLICIT  TRADE. 

[Memoir  of  the  King  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-General,  and  Sieur  Raudot,  Intendant  of  New  France;  dated 
at  Versailles,  June  30,  1707.] 

His  Majesty  has  approved  their  determination  to  send  a 
canoe  to  Missilimakinac  in  quest  of  the  prisoners  the  Outnou- 
acks  had  promised  to  the  Iroquois,  so  as  to  prevent  the  latter  de- 
claring war.  He  desires  Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  to  keep  up  a  good 
correspondence  with  all  the  Indian  Nations,  in  order  to  prevent 
them  declaring  against  the  French,  it  being  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  preservation  of  the  Colony.  He  empowers  him 
to  adopt  all  measures  he  will  consider  proper  for  that  purpose, 
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and  if  he  be  absolutely  obliged  to  send  some  canoes  to  those 
Indian  ISTations,  he  recommends  him  in  an  especial  manner  to 
prevent  any  Brandy  being  conveyed  to  them.  The  best  and 
most  certain  means  of  effecting  that,  would  be  to  avoid  entirely 
these  sorts  of  voyages,  because  those  who  prosecute  them  apply 
themselves  exclusively  to  trade. 

His  Majesty  has  not  approved  their  proposal  to  permit  those 
who  navigate  the  canoes  they  are  obliged  to  send  to  the  Indians, 
to  carry  300  livres^  worth  of  Merchandise  each.  This  would 
be  authorizing  the  prohibited  trade,  which  His  Majesty  is  abso- 
lutely unwilling  should  be  carried  on.  He  has  therefore  dis- 
approved the  perndssion  granted  to  the  Frenchman  wliom  they 
furnished  the  Indian  that  came  down  with  Maurice  Menard, 
to  assist  him  in  getting  back  to  Missilimakinac,  to  carry  300 
livres'  worth  of  goods ;  and  again  strongly  and  absolutely  recom- 
mends them  not  to  send  any  canoe  thither  except  under  a  neces- 
sity positively  indispensable.  In  which  case  they  must  forbid 
loading  these  canoes  with  merchandise  under  pain  of  punish- 
ment, and  must  even  have  them  inspected,  in  order  that  an  ex- 
ample be  made  of  those  who  shall  contravene  their  prohibitions. 

His  Majesty  expects  that  Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  will  oblige  the 
Outaouacks  of  Detroit  to  make  satisfaction  commensurate  with 
the  offence  they  have  been  guilty  of,  in  attacking  fort  Detroit 
and  killing  three  Frenchmen.  From  all  that  has  been  reported 
of  that  action  it  appears  that  Sieur  de  Bourgmont  who  com- 
manded that  fort,  did  not  adopt  proper  measures  to  prevent  it. 
M.  de  Vaudreuil  ought  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  Sieur 
de  la  Motte  Cadillac,  who  is  at  Detroit,  as  to  what  will  have  to 
be  done  to  bring  these  Indians  to  reason  and  to  maintain  peace 
between  them  and  tlie  French,  as  tliat  comports  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Colony.— iY.  Y.  Colon.  Does,,  ix,  pp.  808,  809. 
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1707:    POLICY  TOWARD  INDIAN  TRIBES. 

[Letter  from  Governor  de  Vaudreuil  to  Count  de  Pontchartrain;  dated 

July  24,  1707.] 

The  attack  on  the  Miamis  by  the  Oiittanois  last  year,  back 
of  Detroit,  appeared  to  have  embroiled  the  affairs  of  the  Upper 
Countries  so  much  the  more,  as  not  only  divers  Indian  I^ations 
both  on  one  side  and  the  other  found  themselves  implicated, 
but  as  we  were  ourselves  interested  in  it,  having  lost  in  the 
action  a  Missionary  and  a  Soldier.  I  had  the  honor  to  report 
to  you  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence,  the  circumstances  which 
attended  it,  and  the  reasons  that  obliged  me,  not  to  manage 
the  Outtaouis,  but  to  endeavor  not  to  lose  them  altogether, 
under  the  apprehension  I  entertained  that  they  would  be  some 
day  necessary  to  us,  and  that  it  was  no  longer  time  to  delib- 
erate on  the  propriety  of  attaching  them  to  our  interests.  I 
had  the  honor,  ^ly  Lord,  last  autumn  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
what  the  Outtauois  had  authorized  one  Miscouaky,  and  after- 
wards Sieur  Boudor,  to  say  to  me,  to  exonerate  themselves  in 
some  sort  from  the  deaths  of  the  Recollect  Father^  and  the 
Soldier. 

The  peace  of  this  Colony,  as  well  as  its  interest,  requiring 
tranquillity  rather  than  war  among  all  the  Indian  Nations,  I 
have  considered  it  for  the  King's  service  to  seek  for  means 
of  accommodating  this  affair,  without  it  appearing,  liowever, 
that  we  were  insensible  to  the  blow  received  from  the  Outtauois. 
You  have  been  able  to  perceive,  My  Lord,  from  my  answers 
to  Miscouaky  last  fall,  that  Avithout  consenting  to  listen  to  the 
reasons  he  gave  me  on  the  part  of  Jean  le  Blanc  his  brother, 
one  of  the  principal  Outtauois  chiefs,  I  did  not  make  him 
despair,  either,  of  all  hope  of  pardon  ;  giving  him,  however, 
to  understand  that  after  the  insult  the  Oultaouais  liad  offered 
me  in  killing  my  ]\tissionary  and  my  Soldier,  it  is  not  an  easy 
matter  to  appease  nie,  and  that  French  blood  is  not  paid  for 
by  Beavers  or  Belts.      Nothing  could  do  that,  but  an  entire 

iThis  was  Father  Nicolas  Constantin,  one  of  the  RiVollet  priests 
whom  Cadillac,  not  liking  the  Jesuits,  had  brought  to  Detroit. —  Ed. 
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resignation  to  my  will,  and  an  abandonment,  as  it  were,  of 
one's  self  to  my  benevolence.  These  are  the  terms,  My  Lord, 
I  used  in  speaking  to  him. — N.  Y,  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  SIO, 
811. 


1708:    REJECTION  OF  PROPOSAL  TO  ENROLL  INDIANS  IN 
CANADIAN  MILITIA. 

[Part  of  Sieur  d'Aigremont's  report  to  Count  de  Pontchartrain ;  dated 

Nov.  14,  1708.] 

He  [Laniothe  Cadillac]  told  me  that  he  had  proposed  to  yon. 
My  Lord,  to  organize  complete  companies  of  Indians.  To  this 
I  could  not  help  observing  to  him,  that  I  considered  it  very  bold 
to  have  made  such  a  proposal  to  you,  and  that  it  did  appear  t^) 
me  extraordinary  to  wish  to  undertake  to  discipline  people  who 
possess  no  subordination  among  themselves,  and  whose  chiefs 
cannot  say  to  the  otliers,  "Do  thus  and  so,''  but  merely  "'it  would 
be  proper  to  do  so  and  so,"  without  naming  any  person.  Other- 
wise, they  would  do  nothing,  being  opposed  to  all  constraint. 
Moreover,  these  people  having  no  idea  of  Iloyal  grandeur  nor 
Majesty,  nor  of  the  power  of  Superiors  over  inferiors,  will 
not  feel  among  themselves  any  emulation  or  ambition  to  reach 
those  national  honors,  and  consequently  no  desire  to  per- 
form their  duties.  I^either  would  tliey  be  influenced  there- 
unto by  fear  of  punishment,  for,  not  tolerating  any  among 
themselves,  they  would  suffer  still  less  that  others  should  intlict 
any  on  them. 

In  fine.  My  Lord,  men  are  not  esteemed  great  among  these 
people  except  in  so  far  as  they  are  skilled  in  killing  others 
by  surprise,  and  successful  in  hunting.  As  these  qualities  arc 
not  found  among  the  old,  they  entertain  a  great  contempt  for 
them — to  such  a  degree  that  one  John  Le  l>h\nc,  an  Outaouis, 
had  one  day  tlie  insolence  to  say,  as  I  undcM-stand,  of  kite 
Count  de  Frontenac  that  ho  was  a  good-for-nolliing  ind)eoiK^ 
{■malingre)  since  he  rc^piired  a  horse  to  carry  him. 

I  am  persuaded  that  if  any  of  these  pretend(Ml  (^a  pi  a  ins 
would  give  some  conunand  to  llic  snbMliorn  othcers  or  soKiiers 
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of  his  company  for  the  King's  service,  they  would  tell  him 
curtly  that  they  should  not  do  it,  and  to  let  him  do  it  liini- 
self.  That  would,  verily,  be  a  fine  example  for  the  French 
troops. 

But,  My  Lord,  though  it  were  possible  to  teach  [these]  people 
subordination  the  one  to  the  other,  I  believe  sound  policy  would 
forbid  it ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  instructing  the  Indians  in 
discipline  would  be  procuring  for  that  C/olony  the  greatest  mis- 
fortune that  can  possibly  overtake  it.  For,  their  weakness 
consists  in  the  trifling  amount  of  discipline  among  them;  and 
of  what  would  they  not  be  capable  had  they  absolute  chiefs  ? 
As  these  people  have  no  other  profession  than  anns,  they  would 
eoon  render  themselves  masters  of  this  country.  I  am  per- 
suaded, My  Lord,  that  when  Mr.  de  Lamothe  proposed  to  you 
the  formation  of  Indian  companies,  he  knew  very  well  that 
it  Avould  not  succeed,  and  his  motive  therein  was  only  to  de- 
rive some  benefit  by  the  funds  which  would  be  appropriated 
for  these  companies,  either  by  securing  the  wliole,  or  at  least 
three-fourths,  thereof.— Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  823,  82-i. 


.1708:  SUMMARY  OF  AN  INSPECTION  OF  THE  POSTS  OF  DETROIT 
AND  MICHILIMACKINAC,  BY  D'AIGREMONT. 

[Dated  Quebec,  Nov.  14,  1708;  translated  from  Cass  transcripts  from 
Paris  archives,  and  published  in  Sheldon's  Early  Hist.  Mich.,  pp.  280- 
294.] 

M.  d'Aigremont  left  Niagara,  June  29,  1708.  He  sailed 
along  the  north  coast  of  Lake  Erie,  a  distance  of  ninety  Icagiies, 
and  arrived  at  Detroit  on  the  15^**  of  July.  He  rcmaim^d  at 
Fort  Pontchartrain  of  Detroit  nineteen  days,^  and  became  con- 

iNote  on  original  MS.:  "La  Motte  contends  that  this  sojourn  was  not 
sufficient  to  gain  any  correct  knowledge  of  the  country.  He  says  that 
-during  his  stay,  they  did  not  have  two  hours'  conversation  together,  and 
that  M.  d'Aigremont  made  secret  inquiries  in  regard  to  him,  a  course 
well  calculated  to  call  forth  discreditable  remarks  from  the  French  and 
savages." 
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vinced  during  his  stay  that  M.  la  Motte  Cadillac,  who  com- 
liiaiids  there,  is  generally  disliked  by  the  French  and  savages, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  of  the  former,  whom  he  em- 
ploys in  his  secret  trade,  and  whom  he  influences  more  than 
the  others.  This  hatred  is  in  consequence  of  the  tyranny  which 
he  exercises  over  the  entire  settlement.  Among  the  many  in- 
stances which  came  under  his  notice,  are  the  following : 

La  Motte  requires  of  a  blacksmith,  named  Parent,  for  per- 
jnission  to  work  at  his  trade,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  francs  and 
two  hogs  heads  of  ale ;  and  the  obligation  to  shoe  all  the  horses 
of  M.  la  Motte,  whatever  number  he  may  have,  though  at  pres- 
ent he  keeps  but  one.  Of  a  gunsmith  named  Pinet,  he  requires 
three  hundred  francs  a  year,  and  the  repairinj^:  of  twelve  guns 
per  month,  which  makes  one  hundred  and  forty-four  a  year. 
Estimating  this  work  at  one  pistole^  per  gun,  ^1.  la  Motte 
draws  from  the  work  of  these  men,  seventeen  hundred  and  forty 
francs."  Evidently  this  state  of  things  cannot  last  long,  for 
they  will  be  obliged  to  leave  Detroit. 

M.  la  Motte  has  caused  a  windmill  to  be  erected,  in  which  he 
takes  the  eighth  minot^  as  toll,  while  others  take  only  the  four- 
teenth.   He  gives  for  his  reason,  the  great  cost  of  the  mill.'* 

M.  d^Aigremont  caused  the  valuable  lands  at  Fort  Pontchar- 
train  to  be  measured,  and  found  three  hundred  and  fift^^-tliree 
roods"  of  it  in  all.  La  Motte  has  one  hundred  and  tifty-scven ; 
the  French  inhabitants,  all  together,  have  forty-six;  and  the 

iThe  pistole  was  a  French  money  of  account,,  having  the  value  of  tea 
livres— Ed, 

^Note  on  original  MS.:  "M.  La  Motte  says  that  he  made  agreements 
with  these  workmen  at  Montreal,  when  they  were  in  no  wise  under  his 
control;  that  some  time  after  their  arrival  at  Detroit,  they  themselves 
desired  a  different,  commission  —  the  very  one  of  which  they  now  com- 
plain. Besides,  the  taxes  that  he  requires  of  them  are  not  new,  the 
company  of  the  colony  having  used  the  same  prerogative." 

3 The  minot  is  an  old  French  measure  of  capacity,  equivalent  to  Lll 
Winchester  bushels. —  En. 

4 Note  on  original  MS.:  "This  reason  of  M.  la  Motte's  deserves  atten- 
tion; yet  one  does  not  feel  quite  satisfied  with  it;  he  appears  too 
covetous." 

•'•The  context  would  indicate  that  "rood"  here  refers  to  the  \isuiU 
French  unit  of  measure,  the  arpent  (see  p.  2,  ante). —  Ed. 
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Hurons  one  luindrecl  and  fifty.  The  one  hundred  and  fifty 
roods  of  La  Motte  have  been  broken  np  by  the  soldiers  and  sav- 
ages, nineteen  roods  of  which  belonged  to  the  company — so  the 
cultivation  of  it  has  cost  La  Motte  nothing. 

There  are  but  twenty-nine  of  the  inhabitants  of  Detroit  who 
have  taken  ground-plots  within  the  fort,  where  they  have  built 
small  log-houses,  thatched  with  grass.  The  whole  number  of 
'  the  French  settlers  is  sixty-three,  thirty-four  being  traders.^  It 
is  certain  that  if  M.  la  Motte  had  not  introduced  the  trade  in 
brandy,  but  very  few  of  the  traders  would  remain,  and  no  more 
would  go  there.  Brandy  and  ammunition  are  the  only  profit- 
able articles  of  commerce  to  the  French,  the  English  furnishing 
all  others. 

The  savages  make  great  complaints  against  M.  la  ^lotte ;  they 
say  plainly  that  if  he  remains  there  they  will  not  settle  at  De- 
troit. They  demand  the  lieutenant,  M.  d'Argenteuil,  as  com- 
mandant. This  man  has  much  influence  among  them,  but  has 
little  management.  The  savages  promise  gTcat  faithfulness  to 
the  king. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  disturbances  which  would  arise  from 
the  excessive  use  of  brandy,  M.  la  Motte  causes  it  all  to  be  ])ut 
into  the  storehouse,  and  to  be  sold  to  each  in  his  turn  at  the 
rate  of  twenty  francs  per  quart.  Those  who  will  have  it,  French 
as  well  as  Indians,  are  obliged  to  go  to  the  storehouse  to  drink, 
and  each  can  obtain,  at  one  time,  only  the  twenty-fourth  part  of 
a  quart.^  It  is  certain  that  the  savages  cannot  become  intoxi- 
cated on  that  quantity.  The  })rice  is  high,  and  as  they  can  only 
get  the  brandy  each  in  his  turn,  it  sometimes  hap])en3  that  the 
savages  are  obliged  to  return  houie  without  a  taste  of  this  bever- 
age, and  they  seem  ready  to  kill  themselves  in  their  iUsa])p(>iiit- 
ment. 

M.  la  Motte  has  bought  of  four  individuals  one  hundnnl  and 
four  quarts,  at  four  francs  a  quart,  and  sold  it  at  twtMity 

ili'or  mention  and  sketches  of  early  Detroit  settlers,  see  Jcs.  I\cla- 
Hons,  Ixvli,  p.  334;  Ixix,  245-277,  306-310;  Ixx,  21-77,  305  30i).— Ei). 

2 "Quart,"  as  here  used,  is  a  misleading  translation:  the  old  French 
term  quart  indicates  "a  small  cask,  containing  not  a  quarter,  hut  about 
half  as  much  as  a  cask  of  ordinary  size"  (Littre). — En. 
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francs — thus  making  a  profit  of  four-fifths.  The  inhabitants  of 
Detroit  pay  M.  la  Motte  two  francs  ten  sous  a  year  for  each  lot 
of  land  measuring  one  rood,  fronting  on  the  river,  by  twenty 
in  depth ;  and  for  the  ground  in  the  fort,  they  pay  two  sous  for 
each  foot  of  front,  and  double  that  amount  when  this  plot  bor- 
ders on  two  streets.  All  the  inhabitants  also  pay  to  M.  la  Motte 
a  tax  of  ten  francs  a  year,  which  he  claims  for  himself.  This 
tax  is  levied  for  the  privilege  of  free  trade  with  the  Indians. 
M.  d'Aigremont  also  recounted  many  acts  of  petty  tyranny  on 
the  part  of  M.  la  Motte,  especially  exercised  toAvard  the  poor 
soldiers  that  were  under  his  immediate  control. 

This  inspector  asserted  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  main- 
taining the  establishment  at  Detroit  must  be  highly  prejudicial 
to  Canada;  for,  said  he,  '^Our  allies  the  Ilurons  even  now  carry 
their  peltries  through  the  country  to  the  English ;  and  they  have 
also  introduced  to  the  English  the  Miamis,  of  whom  they  for- 
merly made  such  good  use  in  the  war  which  we  had  against 
them." 

In  the  month  of  April,  1707,  the  Miamis  having  killed  three 
Frenchmen,  M.  la  Motte  sent  orders  to  the  Outawas  to  come  to 
his  aid,  having  heard  that  the  Iroquois,  Ilurons,  and  Miamis 
were  determined  on  the  destruction  of  tlie  French.  Three  hun- 
dred good  men  of  the  Outawas  innnediately  set  out,  under  the 
command  of  the  two  officers  sent  by  M.  la  Motte ;  but  they  were 
sui^rised  to  learn,  before  they  reached  Detroit,  that  M.  la  Motte 
had  already  made  peace  with  the  Miamis. 

The  conditions  of  tlie  peace  were,  first,  to  deliver  up  the  mur- 
derers within  forty  days ;  second,  to  return  Avithin  fifteen  days, 
a  little  Outawa  whom  they  had  taken  captive;  third,  to  pay  for 
the  cattle  which  they  had  killed;  fourth,  to  restore  the  goods 
wdiich  they  had  stolen  from  the  French.  The  fifteen  days  hav- 
ing elapsed  and  the  little  Outawa  not  having  been  sent  back, 
M.  la  Motte  resolved  to  make  war  u])on  tlie  jMiamis,  although 
the  forty  days  that  lie  luul  given  them  for  the  delivery  of  the 
murderers  had  not  yet  expired.  He  called  together  the  Froncli 
and  savages,  and  after  luwing  lifted  the  tomahawk  in  council, 
he  departed  Avith  four  hundred  men  to  attack  the  t'ort  of  the 
Miamis.    ]3ut  he  conducted  the  uuircli  without  that  ordiM*  and 
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precaution  which  were  necessary,  despising  all  the  advice  given 
him  by  the  chiefs  and  his  own  officers.  When  he  arrived  near 
the  fort  of  the  Miamis,  which  he  expected  to  take  without  opposi- 
tion,— there  being  but  sixty  warriors  of  the  Miamis,  and  his 
force  amounting  to  four  hundred  men, — he  found  the  Miamis 
ready  to  defend  themselves.  They  fired  on  the  advancing  army, 
wounding  many  persons,  and  obliging  La  Motte  to  retreat  to 
some  distance  from  the  intrenchment.  At  this  juncture  the 
Miamis  raised  a  white  flag,  that  M.  la  Motte  had  given  them  the 
previous  year,  which  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  hold  a 
council  with  them. 

The  principal  chief  of  the  Miamis  who  came  to  the  council 
reproached  La  ]\Iotte  for  having  broken  his  word,  the  forty  days 
which  he  had  given  them  not  having  expired.  La  Motte  re- 
plied that  he  had  a  right  to  attack  them,  as  they  had  failed  to 
bring  back  the  little  Outawa  who  was  among  them,  within  fif- 
teen days,  as  they  had  promised.  He  demanded  that  this  little 
Outawa  should  now  be  restored,  and  that  they  should  also  give 
him  three  captives  to  replace  the  dead.  They  not  only  complied 
■with  these  requisitions,  but  they  also  promised  him  that  they 
would  deliver  up  the  murderers  within  six  weeks,  if  possible ; 
but  if  not,  they  Avould  come  after  their  harvest  and  settle  at 
Detroit.  As  a  pledge  of  their  truthfulness,  they  gave  three  of 
their  chiefs  into  the  custody  of  the  French  as  hostages.  They 
also  presented  to  M.  la  Motte  fifty  packs  of  different  kinds  of 
furs,  for  himself  and  for  the  troops  and  allies.  In  this  Ifray 
there  were  seven  Frenchmen  wounded  and  four  savages  killed 
and  two  wounded. 

After  his  return  to  Detroit,  M.  la  Motte,  not  having  heard 
from  the  Miamis,  sent  a  canoe  with  four  Frenchmen  to  their 
camp.  The  Miamis  kept  two  of  the  Fn^nclnuon,  and  sent  back 
»  two  of  their  own  men  instead,  to  sigiiify  to  !^L  la  Motte  that 
they  would  do  as  they  had  promised ;  but  this  is  improbable,  as 
tliey  have  abandoned  their  fort.  If  they  come  to  Detroit^  it  will 
be  very  difficult  for  them  to  agree  Avith  the  Outawns,  as  no  one 
can  bring  about  a  good  underst.anding  between  nil  ihc  dilTerent 
nations  which  La  Motte  has  intended  to  a.^seinbh^  hen\  There 
are  ancient  enmities  that  wnll  always  prevail  over  nil  he  can 
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say  to  them.  If  it  were  possible  to  succeed  in  causing  them  to 
live  tog-ether  in  peace,  there  would  arise  another  difficulty.  The 
Iroquois  would  gain  all  these  nations  over  to  the  English,  on 
account  of  their  greater  facilities  for  commerce.  An  example 
of  this  is  already  seen ;  Detroit  has  not  sent  to  the  office  at  Mon- 
treal more  than  seven  hundred  weight  of  beaver  this  year,  while 
Michilimackinac  has  sent  forty  thousand  pounds.  It  is  certain, 
hoAvever,  that  the  Detroit  tribes  have  traded  as  much  as  usual, 
therefore  the  rest  must  have  passed  to  the  Enolisli. 

If  Michilimackinac  is  abandoned  and  the  Outawas  go  to 
Detroit,  as  M.  la  Motte  intends,  it  is  certain  that  the  low  price 
of  the  English  goods  will  cause  the  trade  in  beaver  to  pass  into 
tlieir  colony,  without  our  being  able  to  prevent  it.  We  should 
also  lose  the  beaver  from  north  of  Lake  Superior,  which  is 
the  best  there  is ;  it  will  pass  to  the  English  at  Hudson's  Bay. 

M.  d'Aigremont  disputes  the  account  given  of  the  soil  about 
Detroit,  by  M.  la  Motte  and  others.  He  describes  it  as  consist- 
ing of  a  sandy  surface,  nine  or  ten  inches  deep,  beneath  which 
is  a  clay  so  stiff  that  water  cannot  penetrate  it.  The  timber, 
he  says,  is  small,  stunted  oaks,  and  hardy  walnuts ;  he  acknowl- 
edges that  the  land  produces  good  Indian-coni,  but  says  that  is 
because  the  soil  is  new.  He  does  not  believe  that  the  fruits  of 
Europe  can  be  brought  to  perfection  there,  because  the  roots  of 
the  trees  stand  in  water.  Considerable  cider^  is  made  there, 
but  it  is  bitter  as  gall.  It  is  true  that  the  country  is  warm, 
being  only  forty-three  degrees  nortli  latitude;  but  tlie  difficulty 
arises  from  the  fact  that  the  ground  is  new  and  full  of  water. 
There  are  some  small  chestnuts  which  are  pretty  good  to  the 
taste,  but  they  are  the  only  kind  of  fruit  that  is  good.  The 
grasshoppers  eat  all  the  garden-plants,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to 
plant  and  sow  the  same  thing  even  to  the  fourth  time. 

Even  if  tlie  land  were  ever  so  productive,  there  would  be  no 
market,  and  the  trade  of  this  post  wouhl  never  be  \isef\d  to 
France — the  result  of  which  would  be  that  the  establishuient 
would  always  prove  a  burden  to  the  colony,  and  of  no  use  to  the 
kingdom.    It  may  be  said  that,  if  we  abandon  it,  the  English 


1  Doubtless  made  of  crab-apples — a  spoutaiieous  productiou  of  the 
country. — Mrs.  Sheldon. 
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will  take  possession ;  but  that  is  not  to  be  feared — it  being  more 
advantageous  to  them  that  we  should  incur  the  expenses  and  let 
them  reap  the  benefit,  as  they  now  do.  The  Indians  are  very 
willing  to  make  use  of  the  goods  of  the  English,  but  they  would 
not  suffer  the  English  to  take  possession  of  their  lands,  even  for 
the  purjx)ses  of  trade. 

The  former  intei-preter  at  Detroit,  brother  of  the  secretary 
of  M.  Yaudreuil,  has  been  discharged.  His  successor  is  much 
better — he  is  an  upright  man. 

After  having  remained  nineteen  days  at  Detroit,  M.  d'Aigre- 
mont  started  for  Michilimackinac,  August  3^,  and  arrived  there 
on  the  19*^  of  the  same  month.  Michilimackinac  is  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  leagues  from  Detroit.  Here  he  remained  four 
days,  during  which  time  he  observed  that  this  is  the  advance 
post  of  all  Canada ;  the  most  important,  as  Avell  for  its  advan- 
tageous position,  as  for  the  commerce  that  might  be  made  there. 
It  is  the  rendezvous  and  highway  of  all  the  nations  of  Lake 
Superior,  and  the  entire  upper  country.  If  the  nations  wish  to 
make  war  upon  each  other,  the  Outawas  who  inhabit  ]\Iichili- 
mackinac  would  be  capable  of  preventing  them,  and  might  be 
the  mediators  in  their  differences,  as  has  been  the  case  in  the 
past. 

This  post  is  inaccessible  to  the  most  powerful  enemies  of  the 
Outawas,  who  are  to  the  South,  and  are  not  boatmen.  The  fish 
are  very  good,  and  very  abundant.  The  land  is  not  very  good, 
but  the  savages  raise  from  it  enough  Indian  corn  for  their  own 
use  and  that  of  the  traders.  The  beaver  found  there  is  the  best 
in  North  America ;  but,  to  insure  its  passage  into  F ranee,  it  is 
necessary  to  establish  a  French  commandant  there,  with  at  least 
thirty  soldiers.  The  savages  desire  this.  It  would  al^o  bo  nec- 
essary to  induce  the  Ilurons  to  return,  whom  "NL.  la  Motto  de- 
coyed away,  as  they  are  much  better  (puilitied  to  cultivate}  the 
land  than  the  Outawas. 

Those  Hurons  would  never  have  abandoned  this  country,  if 
there  had  been  a  French  commandant;  they  left  solely  011 
account  of  their  hatred  of  the  Outawas,  who  hold  thorn  in  a  kind 
of  slavery.  Those  whom  d'Aigivmout  saw  at.  Detroit  any 
they  like  much  better  to  bo  at  IMichilimackinac,  and  would 
18 
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attach  themselves  to  a  French  commandant  there.  They  hate 
the  Oiitawas,  but  appear  to  have  a  real  affection  for  the  French. 

If  we  do  not  send  a  commandant  with  a  garrison  to  Michili- 
mackinac,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  Hnrons  who  are  at  Detroit 
"will  settle  with  the  Iroquois,  in  consequence  of  their  feeling  of 
dissatisfaction  toward  M.  la  Motte.  They  would  have  done  so 
before  this,  if  the  Iroquois  Avould  have  permitted  them  to  make 
a  distinct  village  among  them.  Thus  far  the  Iroquois  have  not 
been  willing  to  allow  the  Hurons  to  come  among  them,  except  on 
condition  of  combining  with  them,  and  the  name  of  Huron  be- 
coming extinct.  Since  there  are  now  at  ]\Iichilimackinac  only 
a  few  wanderers,  the  greater  part  of  tlie  furs  of  the  savages  of 
the  north  go  to  the  English  trading-])osts  on  Hudson's  Bay. 
The  Outawas  are  unable  to  make  this  trade  by  themselves,  be- 
cause the  northern  savages  are  timid  and  will  not  come  near 
them,  as  they  have  often  been  plundered  by  them.  It  is  there- 
fore necessary  that  the  French  be  allowed  to  seek  these  northern 
tribes  at  the  mouth  of  their  own  river,  which  empties  into  Lake 
Superior.  It  would  be  advisable  to  reestablish  the  permits,  to 
give  only  twelve  the  first  year ;  and  after  that  to  increase  them 
even  to  twenty,  but  not  to  exceed  that  number.  This  would  suf- 
fice for  the  quantity  of  beaver  we  should  need.  These  permits 
would  be  sold  at  a  fixed  price,  and  the  amount  given  to  indigent 
families,  as  heretofore.  It  would  be  necessary  to  forbid  the 
governor-general  granting  private  permits,  on  any  pretext  what- 
ever. 

To  be  still  more  certain  of  obtaining  the  beaver,  it  would  bo 
expedient  for  the  contractor  to  give  more  than  thirty  sous  a 
pound ;  it  might  be  necessary  to  increase  the  price  even  to  forty 
sous,  in  which  case  he  would  be  able  to  ])urchase  as  much  as  he 
would  desire.  All  this  trade  would  come  to  Michiliuinckinftc ; 
and  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  ])revent  any  of  the  furs 
being  subsequently  carried  to  the  ]^]nglisli,  that  the  conniumdant 
of  that  post  should  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  quantity  of  furs, 
more  or  less,  which  should  be  loaded  into  each  canoe  to  be  sent 
to  the  intendant.  By  this  means,  each  canoe  would  he  obliged 
to  deliver,  at  tlie  office  at  ]\[ontreal,  the  same  quantity  wliich 
had  been  charged  at  Michilimackinac.  Tlu^  contractor  should 
remunerate  the  commandant  f(U'  this  service. 
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There  still  remain  at  Michilimackinac  fourteen  or  fifteen 
Frenchmen,  who  could  not  possibly  subsist  there,  if  the  mer- 
chants and  others  in  Montreal  did  not  send  them  goods.  These 
are  not  the  only  ones  who  trade  there ;  many  canoes  go  np  under 
pretext  of  government  service,  wdiich  are  really  loaded  with 
goods.  As  those  who  conduct  the  canoes  are  usually  the  favor- 
ites of  M.  Vaudreuil,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  an 
-  interest  in  this  trade.  It  is  certain  that  if  there  were  no  French 
at  Michilimackinac,  most  of  the  beaver  now  bartered  there  would 
go  to  the  English. 

Previous  to  the  departure  of  M.  d'Aigremont  from  Michili- 
mackinac, a  band  of  the  Outawas,  who  had  been  to  Montreal, 
arrived  there.  They  had  with  them  five  casks  of  brandy,  and 
were  all  so  much  intoxicated  the  next  night,  that  they  set  fire 
to  their  own  wigwams,  which  would  all  have  been  burned,  but 
for  the  timely  aid  of  the  French,  and  who  for  this  seiTice  were 
much  abused  by  the  savages. 

The  government  at  ]\Iontreal  should  prevent  the  savages  from 
carrying  away  such  large  quantities  of  brandy,  as  it  is  the  cause 
of  most  of  the  quarrels  arising  among  tliem.  They  also  squan- 
der the  greater  part  of  their  beaver  in  presents  and  in  brandy, 
and  have  not  enough  remaining  to  purchase  half  the  articles 
that  are  indispensable  to  their  comfort.  The  Outawas  informed 
M.  d'Aigremont  that  they  obtained  pennission  to  bring  away 
their  brandy,  by  means  of  large  presents  which  they  made  to 
M.  Vaudreuil.  He  does  not  know  certainly  that  this  is  true, 
but  he  is  certain  that  the  other  presents  received  by  Vuudre- 
iiil  this  year  Avill  amount  to  more  than  five  hundred  pistoles. 

A  chief  of  the  Outawas,  who  has  been  at  Detroit,  and  is  now 
at  Michilimackinac,  complained  that  ]\r.  la  lEotte  refused  to 
deliver  to  him  a  necklace  of  porcelain,  and  a  feast-kef tli^  which 
the  chief  had  given  to  one  of  La  i\fotte's  agents,  in  security  for 
five  beaver-skins  which  he  had  borrowed.  The  chief  wished  to 
return  the  loan  two-fold,  and  receive  l)ack  his  proi)erty,  but  was 
refused.  IFe  thinks  the  refusal  arises  from  the  fact  that  ho.  did 
not  wish  to  return  to  Detroit.  M.  la  i\Iotte  tohl  this  c\\iv(,  and 
many  of  his  nation,  tliat  if  they  wouKl  not  return  \o  P(>troit, 
they  would  all  die.  The  savages  ai*c  so  superstitious  tliat  they 
noAV  believe,  when  any  of  ihv'w  people  die,  tliat  ^1.  la  blotto  ha3 
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caused  their  deatli.  Some  have  even  ^^one  to  reside  at  Detroit, 
to  avoid  this  death,  which  M.  la  Motte  pretends  to  have  power 
to  inflict. 

]\L  d'Aigremont  begs  to  be  believed  that  the  account  he  has 
given  of  the  conduct  of  many  individuals,  has  been  quite  against 
his  own  inclination,  not  having  any  reason  to  complain  of  tliem 
on  his  own  account,  but  because  he  nuist  obey  the  orders  of  Ilia 
Majesty.  He  infers,  from  all  he  has  seen,  that  Fort  Erontenac, 
on  Lake  Ontario,  ought  to  be  maintained,  unless  it  is  thought 
advisable,  hereafter,  to  establish  a  post  at  La  Galette,  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  leagues  lower  doAvn.  He  considers  the  post  at 
Detroit  very  injurious  to  the  colony,  and  to  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom ;  but  thinks  it  very  important  to  preseiTc  the  trade  at 
Michilimackinac,  where  the  Outawas  are  established. 


1709:    DECISIONS  REGARDING  NORTHWESTERN  POSTS. 

[Part  of  a  letter  from  Count  de  Pontchartraia  to  Sieur  d'Aigremont; 
dated  July  6,  1709.] 

I  have  noted  all  you  write  me  respecting  Detroit,  as  it  was  the 
main  object  of  your  mission.  It  seems  to  me  that  your  sojourn 
there  was  not  long  enough  to  obtain  a  tlioroiigh  understanding 
of  it.  Besides,  ]\P  de  la  Mothe  com])lains  that  you  did  not  con- 
fer a  sufficient  length  of  time  with  him,  to  appreciate  the  rea- 
sons whereon  lie  acted,  which  perhaps  might  have  led  you  to 
adop.t  otlier  sentiments  than  those  you  end)raced.  In  a  now 
country  like  that,  new  maxims  are  sometimes  necessary  Avhich 
may  appear  censurable  on  their  face,  and  be  intrinsically  good. 
JS^evertheless,  I  find  a  too  great  cupidity  in  said  Simir  de  la 
Motlie,  and  that  his  private  interests  in  establishing  that  ])t)st 
may  'have  engaged  him  to  j)ref(4-  his  special  advantage  to  the 
general  good  of  the  (^olony.  On  the  re])ort  I  have  submittod 
on  the  subject  to  the  King,  his  iMajc^sty  has  thonght  fit  to  with- 
draw his  tr()()])s  from  that  j)la('e,  and  to  it  lo  Siri.r  u;^  la 
]\lolh(^  to  do  what  he  ])leases  with  it,  withont  any  privileg-c  over 
the  olhcr  inhabitants  of  Canada,  contining  him  williin  llie  liniita 
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of  the  laws,  regulations,  and  ordinances  generally.  I  send  his 
Majesty's  orders  accordingly  to  Mcss'"^  de  Yaiidreuil  and  Bau- 
dot. Give  them  ^vhat  advice  they  ^vill,  in  your  opinion,  need 
in  the  matter. 

The  reasons  which  have  determined  his  Majesty  thereto  have 
been  the  prevalent  dissipation  of  the  beaver  there  for  the  benefit 
of  the  English,  the  introduction  of  their  merchandise  into  the 
,  Colony,  the  difficulty  of  reconciling  the  interests  and  caprices  of 
the  different  Tribes  that  were  attempted  to  be  introduced  in  that 
post,  the  great  expense  to  be  incurred  for  the  support  of  tlie  gar- 
rison, the  difficulty  of  assisting  that  post  should  it  happen  to  be 
attacked  by  the  Iroquois,  the  bad  quality  of  the  soil,  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  animals  which  are  objects  of  hunting,  and  the 
dispersion  of  the  [Company  of  the]  Colony  of  Canada. 

The  reasons  you  submit  in  opposition  to  those  of  Sieur  de  la 
Mothe,  on  his  proposal  to  organize  Indian  Companies,  have 
appeared  very  conclusive,  and  I,  on  tlie  part  of  his  ^fajesty, 
forbid  him  making  any  movement  for  that  purpose. 

Sieur  de  la  Mothe  pretends  that  he  could  at  all  times  derive 
assistance  from  Montreal  if  he  were  attacked,  by  opening  a  com- 
munication from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Ontario.  He  pretends 
that  he  knows  the  means.  As  you  have  passed  over  tliat  route, 
let  me  know  what  appeared  to  you  practicable. 

You  did  well  to  acquaint  me  with  what  you  learned  respecting 
the  rupture  between  the  Outawas  and  ^liamis.  Sieur  de  la 
Mothe  Cadillac^s  conduct  towards  the  latter,  does  not  appear 
blamable  to  me.  On  the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  that  he  did 
what  he  could ;  and,  provided  these  last  keep  their  promise,  to 
surrender  to  him  those  of  them  who  killed  and  plundered  the 
French,  or  to  come  and  settle  at  Detroit,  nothing  but  what  is 
good  and  useful  will  result  from  wliat  he  has  done.  Let  me 
know  what  yoit  will  learn  resjiecting  it.  1  am  very  glad  to  liear 
that  the  Interpreter  at  Detroit  has  been  clianged,  and  to  receive 
assurances  from  you  that  the  one  a])p(>inted  in  liis  jdace  lu  liaves 
better.    Keport  to  me  what  you  will  learn  of  him. 

I  have  perused  what  you  write  me  concerning  ^[issilimaki- 
nak.  The  reasons  you  give  as  to  (he  necessity  of  ]ireserving  that 
post  appear  very  good,  and  1  shall  pay  attention  to  them.     It  is 
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to  be  regretted  that  all  the  land  there  is  not  good ;  but  if  it  suf- 
fice for  the  support  of  the  inhabitants,  and  of  those  whom  trade 
draws  thither,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  inconvenience  will  result 
therefrom.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  Ilurons  were  driven 
away;  some  means  must  be  adopted  to  get  them  back.  I  am 
very  glad  to  learn  the  dispositions  which  you  noticed  among 
them  on  this  subject,  and  that  they  did  not  relish  the  proposal 
of  the  Iroquois,  that  they  should  settle  among  them.  The  King 
will  be  induced  thereby  to  adopt  the  resolution  of  appointing  a 
Commandant  at  that  post  who  will  be  agreeable  to  them. 

Your  proposal  to  reestablish  Indian  licenses  appears  to  me 
very  incongruous,  considering  the  bad  effect  they  foi'merly  pro- 
duced. We  are  always  to  apprehend  the  same  inconveniences, 
whatever  measures  we  may  adopt  to  ])revent  them.  The  King 
has,  therefore,  not  come  to  any  resolution  in  the  matter.  He 
issues  new  orders  prohibiting  the  abusive  trade  in  Brandy.  I 
send  Mess^^  de  Vaudreuil  and  Raudot  a  new  ordinance  on  that 
subject,  and  another  to  prevent  the  conveyance  of  Beaver  to  the 
English.  They  will  communicate  them  to  you.  I  recommend 
you,  on  your  part,  to  see  that  they  be  enforced.  His  Majesty  is 
pleased  to  pardon  the  French  who  have  remained  at  Missili- 
maquinak  contrary  to  orders,  hoping  they  will  be  more  obedient 
in  future.  I  will  have  their  pardons  transmitted  to  them  as 
soon  as  I  shall  have  the  list  of  their  names. 

I  have  written  in  strong  terms  to  de  Vaudreuil  on  the 
position  he  took  to  issue  licenses  under  cuver  of  the  orders  which 
he  transmits,  and  command  hiiu  to  make  use  for  that  purpose 
of  the  passes  which  will  be  derived  from  his  Majesty,  without 
departing  therefrom  on  any  account  whatsoever,  and  the  !^[is- 
sionaries  will  have  to  do  the  same. 

I  m-ite  to  M.  de  la  Mothe  in  regard  to  the  coinjdaint  made  to 
you  by  the  Chief  of  the  Ottawas  respecting  the  detention  of  his 
Belt  and  Kettle.    I  doubt  not  but  justice  will  be  rondiu'cd  liim. 

You  can  without  any  fear,  coinniunicate  to  me  what'^-er  you 
will  have  learned  of  the  ditl'erent  iutrigues  of  M.  de  Vaudreuirs 
people,  of  tlie  interpreters  and  principal  oflicors  of  (^auada. 
You  owe  that  to  the  confidence  I  repose  in  you,  and  you  need 
not  fear  that  I  shall  compromise  you. — -N,  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix, 
pp.  827,  828. 
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1710:    DISTURBANCES  AMONG  INDIANS;  MICHILLIMACKINAG 
SHOULD  BE  REOCCUPIED. 

[Extract  from  letter  of  Governor  de  Vaudreuil  to  Count  de  Pontchar- 
train;  dated  Oct.  31,  1710.] 

M.  d'Argenteuil  having  arrived  at  Montreal,  My  Lord,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  and  with  him  the  Outtauois  and 
other  Indians  of  those  parts,  I  annex  liereunto  copy  of  what 
these  Indians  said  to  me  and  of  my  answers. 

The  Onnontagues  a^A  Senecas  having,  in  like  manner  ar- 
rived at  Montreal  whilst  the  Ottauois  were  there,  I  annex  like- 
wise the  words  of  these  Indians  and  my  answers. 

You  will  remark.  My  Lord,  by  what  these  Indians  have 
stated,  their  resolution  not  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  us 
in  favor  of  the  English,  and  ours  not  to  attack  these  Indiana 
in  case  the  war  continue.  You  will  also,  see  the  complaints 
they  presented  me  against  the  Poutouatamis  on  account  of  an 
insult  offered  in  that  Village  to  two  of  their  people,  whose  ears 
a  man  had  cut  off  after  they  had  been  made  prisoners.  What 
is  unfortunate  is,  that  during  the  sojourn  of  these  Iroquois 
deputies  at  Montreal  for  the  purpose  of  amicably  transacting 
business,  two  more  of  their  men  have  been  killed,  about  thiriy 
or  forty  leagues  from  Fort  Frontenac,  by  the  band  of  Pascoue 
an  Indian  of  the  Sault  tribe,  but  who  has  been  some  years  sep- 
arated from  his  Nation. 

This  news  having  been  conveyed  to  Fort  Frontenac  by  some 
Mississagues,  on  the  same  day  the  Iroquois  arrived  there  on 
their  return  from  Montreal,  a  grand  council  was  held  between 
tliese  Indians  and  the  Mississagues,  and  the  latter  having  given 
two  large  calumets  and  other  presents  to  cover  <ho  dead,  they 
asked  the  Iroquois  whether  they  were  safe,  and  if  (hoy  could, 
after  this  blow,  remain  undisturbed  and  witliout  risk  in  the 
place  where  they  have  laid  out  their  liehls  of  Indian  corn, 
which  is  about  twelve  or  fifteen  leagues  above  tlie  spot  where 
these  two  men  have  been  kilknl.  The  Inxjuois  answered,  that 
it  was  not  they  whom  they  had  to  fear,  though  ihcy  were  the 
aggrieved  party;  that  their  hatchet  was  in  the  lumds  of  their 
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common  Father  at  Montreal,  and  that  they  had  reason  to  hope 
that  I  would  cause  justice  to  be  done  them. 

This  affair,  My  Lord,  is  so  much  the  more  delicate,  as,  in 
order  to  render  suitable  justice  to  the  Iroquois,  it  Avould  be 
necessary  to  surrender  those  who  struck  the  blow  to  them ;  and 
this  is  not  easy,  as  there  is  no  one  in  tlic  Upper  Country  capa- 
ble of  inducing  the  Indians  of  the  Lakes  to  deliver  up  these 
murderers  to  me.  To  put  the  hatchet  into  the  hands  of  the 
Iroquois,  in  order  to  avenge  themselves,  is  the  no  less  danger- 
ous tc  us;  for  they  will  strike  indifferently  all  they  will  meet 
on  their  way,  whether  Indians  of  the  Sault,  Outtaouis  or 
others.  Such  is  their  custom,  and  if  they  be  asked,  after  the 
Indian  fashion,  "Who  is  it  that  killed  us  They  will  say, 
publicly,  "'Tis  Onnontio,"  which  is  tantamount  to  saying, 
"Onnontio  wages  war  against  us."  To  obviate  that,  and  to 
gain  time  until  I  might  find  means  to  arrange  this  matter,  I 
have  sent  Sieur  de  la  Chauvignerie  to  Fort  Frontenac,  to  cover 
these  two  dead  on  my  behalf ;  and  I  have  given  him  orders  to 
proceed  aftenvards  to  Onnontagne  to  express  to  the  entire  Vil- 
lage the  great  pain  this  affair  has  caused  me,  and  that  I  am 
really  thinking  to  have  satisfaction  made  them ;  that  they  must 
have  patience  until  spring,  when  I  will  send  to  ^Missilimakina 
in  order  to  induce  those  of  the  Lakes  to  keep  their  ])romise  to 
nie,  and  to  unite  with  me  in  causing  the  surrender  of  the  mur- 
derers. 

I  flatter  myself,  My  Lord,  that  M.  Raudot,  who  is  going  [to 
France],  will  cause  you  to  understand  how  important  it  is  to 
have  a  Commandant  with  some  soldiers  and  a  certain  number 
of  voyageurs  at  ^richilimakina,  in  order  to  kec])  all  the  Indians 
under  control,  and  to  ])revent  them,  at  the  same  time,  (h»ing 
anything  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  us — as  well  as  to  make 
them  declare  in  our  favor  should  the  Iroquois  lia])])en  to  be  <»b- 
streperous.  The  ^lemoir  Avhich  we  have  tbe  lionor  t(>  trans- 
mit to  you  on  this  subject,  with  our  joint  letter,  will  explain 
to  you.  My  Lord,  all  that  I  could  represent  to  you  hvrc. 

We  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  you,  in  the  same  letter, 
Sieurs  de  Louvigny  and  de  Lignery  to  go  together  to  ^Miehili- 
makinac;  Sieur  de  Louvigny  as  eliief  Commandant,  an<l  Sie\ir 
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(le  Lignery  under  liis  orders.  The  Urst,  My  Lord,  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  manners  to  be  adopted  for  the  government  of 
those  Indians;  and  I  owe  him  this  justice,  that  there  is  no  one 
in  tlie  country  who  is  better  able  to  acquit  himself  herein  than 
he.  He  has  been  greatly  mortified  this  year  because  his  Maj- 
esty has,  as  it  were,  forgotten  him  in  the  promotions  he  has 
made.  He  does  not  perform  his  duty  any  the  less,  and  I  reck-on 
greatly  on  his  influence  and  ability  to  collect  the  Indians  to- 
-gether  at  Michilimakinac.  Sieur  de  Lignery  has  not  less 
merit;  and,  if  he  pass  only  a  year  or  two  with  Sieur  de  Lou- 
vigTiy,  will  be  quite  conversant  with  the  affairs  of  that  country, 
and  well  qualified  to  command  there  in  chief. — N.  Y.  Colon. 
Docs.,  ix,  pp.  848,  849. 


1710:    TRADING  LICENSES,  AND  SALE  OF  BRANDY. 

[Extract  from  letter  of  Sieur  d'Aigremont  to  Count  de  Pontchartrain; 
dated  Nov.  18,  1710.] 

It  is  true.  My  Lord,  that  the  reestablishment  of  the  licenses 
might  have  some  bad  effects,  the  most  serious  of  which  would 
be  the  debauchery  and  trade  in  J^raudy  among  the  Indians; 
but  there  is  a  means  to  prevent  that,  which  would  be,  not  to 
issue  these  licenses  except  for  Micliilimakinak  alone,  the  com- 
mandant of  which  post  could  possess  a  tlirough  knowledge  of 
the  conduct  of  those  who  would  go,  and  of  all  the  effects  they 
Avould  carry  for  the  Outaois  trade ;  and  if  any  should  be  found 
with  Brandy,  he  could  confiscate  it,  and  render  an  account  to 
the  Governor-general  and  the  Intendant  thereof,  and  of  what- 
ever else  he  should  find  them  guilty,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
punished  ])ursuant  to  the  exigency  of  the  cases.  The  com- 
mandant ought  to  be  prohibited  carrying  on  any  trade  except 
for  his  own  su])])ort;  for,  if  he  be  permitted  so  to  do,  he  would 
find  himself  obliged  to  tolerate  nuuiy  things  thniugh  the  want 
he  would  have  of  this  one  and  that  for  his  i)rivate  \  v:u\v.  :\nd 
as  it  w()\ild  not  be  just  to  send  an  ()tlic(M-  tlicre  wi(ho\it.  somo 
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trifling  advantages,  he  might  be  allowed  annually  a  gratuity 
which  may  be  taken  from  the  proceeds  of  the  licenses. 

Though  it  would  not  be  possible  to  prevent  all  the  inconven- 
iences that  might  ensue  on  reestablishing  the  licenses  in  the 
manner  I  propose,  I  believe  it  will  be  indispensable  to  do  it, 
in  consequence  of  the  greater  inconveniences  w^hich  would  in- 
evitably result.  Firstly,  it  must  not  be  expected  to  oblige  nil 
the  Coureurs  de  bois  to  return  to  the  Colony,  nor  even  to  retain 
in  it  those  who  are  obedient  tliere,  except  by  reestablishing  the 
licenses.  Those  people  not  being  accustomed  to  till  the  soil, 
Avill  never  submit  to  do  so,  however  they  be  punished.  This 
country  is  composed  of  persons  of  various  characters,  and  of 
different  inclinations;  one  and  the  other  ought  to  be  managed, 
and  can  contribute  to  render  it  flourishingly.  The  Coureurs 
de  bois  are  useful  in  Canada  for  the  fur  trade,  which  is  the  sole 
branch  that  can  be  relied  on ;  for  it  is  certain  that  if  the  articles 
required  by  the  Upper  ISTations  be  not  sent  to  Michilimakinak, 
they  will  go  in  search  of  them  to  the  English  at  Hudson's  bay, 
to  whom  they  will  convey  all  tlieir  peltries,  and  will  detach 
themselves  entirely  from  us,  which  would  inflict  a  notable  pre- 
judice on  that  Colony.  Experience  sufliciently  proves  that  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  tliat  these  nations  will  come  in  quest  of 
them  to  Montreal;  witness  the  few  canoes  that  have  come  down 
within  eight  or  nine  years,  except  in  1708,  when  about  GO  de- 
scended. When  these  Indians  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  a  great 
distance  to  get  their  necessaries,  they  will  always  go  to  the 
cheapest  market;  whereas,  were  they  to  obtain  their  su])plie3 
at  their  door,  they  would  take  them,  what<3ver  the  price  may 
be.  Moreover,  the  means  of  preventing  them  waging  war 
against  one  another  is  to  be  continually  carrying  on  trade  with 
them;  for  by  that  means,  the  commandnnt  of  iohilinuikinak 
can  be  informed  of  everything  that  ha])i)ens,  and  by  his  medi- 
ation terminate  all  difl'erences  that  miglit  arise.  Koligiou 
will  derive  an  advantage  therefrom;  for  the  more  Erem*h  there 
are  among  those  T^atious,  tlie  greater  will  be  tlie  autlioritv  of 
thd  Missionaries  there.  This  active^  intercourse  ni:iy  alTord 
tlu^iii  also  facilities  to  learn  our  langn:ige,  and  render  tluMn 
more  docile  and  submissive  to  the  instructions  whicli  will  W 
given  them. 
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It  is  to  be  remarked  that  to  render  these  licenses  valuable,  a 
large  number  of  canoes  ought  to  be  prevented  going  up  to  De- 
troit; for,  being  unable  to  trade  off  within  its  limits  the  great 
quantity  of  goods  with  which  they  would  be  loaded,  in  the  time 
ordinarily  employed  in  bartering,  those  who  would  find  their 
stock  too  large,  would  not  fail  to  go  further  of!"  to  sell  them. 
Finally,  My  Lord,  the  value  of  these  licenses  will  depend  on 
the  proportion  of  the  number  of  canoes  which  will  go  up  to  De- 
troit, which  ought  to  be  fixed  at  8  or  10  at  most. — N.  Y.  Colon. 
Docs.,  ix,  pp.  852,  853. 

[Endorsed:  "Mr  de  Frulain,  in  answer,  show  Father  de  Lamber- 
villei  what  he  says  about  the  licenses:  moreover,  censure  M.  de  Rame- 
say,  who  abuses  the  protection  he  thinks  he  possesses."] 


1712:    SIEGE  OF  DETROIT  BY  WISCONSIN  INDIANS. 

[Official  Report,  made  by  the  commanding  officer,  Mr.  Dubuisson,  to 
the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  of  the  war  which  took  place  at  De- 
troit, in  1712,  between  the  French  and  their  allies,  and  the  Ottagamie 
and  Mascoutins  Indians. 2] 

Sm — As  I  have  thought  it  was  of  great  consequence  to  in- 
form you  of  the  state  of  this  post,  by  an  express  canoe,  I  have 
requested  Mr.  De  Vincennes  to  make  the  voyage,  having  as- 
sured him  that  this  arrangement  would  be  pleasing  to  you,  per- 

1  Jean  de  Lamberville,  who  had  labored  in  the  Jesuit  missions  (mainly 
among  the  Iroquois)  from  1669  to  161)2;  returning  then  to  France,  he 
acted  as  business  agent  for  those  missions  during  nearly  twenty  yours: 
he  died  in  1614.— Ed. 

-This  document  is  reprinted  from  a  rare  pamphlet  with  tho  forpffoing 
title,  published  in  1815  at  Detroit  (printed  by  Harsha  &  Willcox.  but 
copyrighted  by  A.  McFarrcn).  The  preface  mentions  the  copies  made 
by  Gen.  Lewis  Cass  of  documents  in  the  archives  of  Paris,  and  states 
that  he  "furnished  the  pul)lisher  with  a  translation  of  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  these  papers,"  Dubuisson's  report  of  the  Indian  atUick  on 
Detroit  in  1712.  We  find  it  necessary  to  correct  a  few  obvious  typo- 
grai)hi(;al  errors  in  the  document;  otherwise,  It  Is  produced  vcrlnitim 
et  literatim.  It  was  also  published  by  William  R.  Smith,  in  bis  His- 
tory of  Wisconsin  (Madison,  1854),  vol.  lii.  pp.  315-336.— Kn. 
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suaded  as  I  am,  Sir,  tliat  you  are  very  solicitous  about  Avhat 
passes  here.  The  fatigue  I  undergo  day  and  night,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  public  and  private  councils,  that  I  liold  with 
the  Indians,  preventing  me  from  rendering  you  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  all  the  circumstances,  ^Ir.  I)e  Vincennes  has  prom- 
ised to  forget  nothing,  which  has  passed,  in  order  to  commu- 
nicate it  fully  to  you. 

The  destruction  of  two  ^^lascoutin  and  Ottagamie  villages, 
is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  which  induces  me  to  send  this 
express  canoe.  It  is  God  who  has  suffered  these  two  audacious 
nations  to  perish.  They  had  received  many  presents,  and  some 
belts,  from  the  English,  to  destroy  the  post  of  Fort  Pontchar- 
train,  and  then  to  cut  our  throats  and  those  of  our  allies,  par- 
ticularly the  Hurons  and  Ottawas,  residing  upon  the  Detroit 
River;  and  after  that,  tliese  wretches  intended  to  settle  among 
the  English  and  devote  themselves  to  their  service.  It  is  said, 
that  the  band  of  Oninetonam,  and  that  of  Mucatomangona, 
have  been  received  among  the  Iroquois,  and  have  established  a 
village  upon  tlieir  lands.  This  information  has  lM?cn  brought 
by  three  canoes  of  Outagamis,  who  liave  been  defeated  by  the 
Chippeways  within  four  leagues  of  the  post.  I  am  under 
some  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  ]\lr.  Delaforet  [La 
Forest],  because,  being  no  doubt  upon  his  march  to  this  place, 
he  may  fall  in  with  some  of  those  liostile  ])ands,  who  liave 
joined  themselves  to  the  Iroquois. 

The  band  of  the  great  chicd'  Lamima,  and  that  of  tlie  great 
chief  Pemoussa,  came  early  in  the  spring  and  encamped,  in 
spite  of  my  o))])osition,  at  about  hfty  ])ac(>s  from  my  fort,  never 
willing  to  listen  to  me,  s])eaking  always  witli  much  inst»len(V, 
and  calling  thcmsclvcvs  the  ownei's  of  all  this  c(Uintrv.  Tt  was 
necessary  for  me  to  be  very  mild,  having,  as  you  know,  Sir,  bnt 
thirty  Frenchmen  with  me,  and  wishing  to  I'dain  eight  Mi- 
amis,  who  were  with  ^Mr.  De  Vincennes,  and  also  lo  sow  our 
grain  and  pasture  our  cattl(>-  and  ])csidcs  llie  Ottawas  and 
IJnrons  had  not  come  in  from  their  wint(M'  hunt.  1  was  thus 
exy)()S(Hl  every  day  to  a  thousand  insults.  I'he  fmvls,  pigeons, 
and  other  animals  belongim;  to  the  l^'r(>nch,  wiM-c  kilU'd  wiiliont 
tlicir  Iniing  able  to  say  a  word,  and,  (or  mys(>lf,  I  was  in  no  con- 
dition to  o])enly  declare  my  intxMitions. 
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One  of  their  parties  entered  my  fort,  in  order  to  kill  one  of 
the  inhabitants  named  Lagmenesse  [probably  La  Jennesse], 
and  a  daughter  of  Ttoy,  another  inhabitant.  I  could  then  no 
longer  restrain  myself,  but  took  arms  to  prevent  their  accom- 
plishing their  object.  I  compelled  them  to  retire  immedi- 
ately from  the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  in  order  not  to  give  them 
time  to  strengthen  their  party,  as  they  expected  the  Kickapoos, 
their  allies,  that  they  might  together  execute  their  nefarious 
^oroject;  hoping  to  be  strong  enough  to  retire  without  loss  among 
the  English  and  Iroquois.  They  waited  but  for  a  favorable 
moment  to  set  fire  to  the  fort. 

But  they  were  alarmed  when  they  learned  that  the  party  of 
Mascoutins,  who  had  wintered  upon  tlie  heads  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph, had  been  cut  off  to  the  nund)er  of  hfty  men,  women  and 
children  by  Sagiiinaw,  a  war  chief  of  the  Ottawas  and  Potta- 
watamies.  They  immediately  determined  to  set  fire  to  an 
Ottawa  cabin,  whicli  was  close  by  the  gate  of  my  fort.  I  was 
informed  of  their  intention  by  an  Ottagamie  Indian,  iiamod 
Joseph,  who  long  since  left  his  people  and  came  to  reside 
among  us.  It  was  from  him  that  I  learned  all  that  passed  in 
the  Ottagamie  and  ]\[ascoiitins  village,  lie  had  the  honor  to 
be  presented  to  you.  Sir,  last  year  at  ]\rontreal.  lie  informed 
me  of  the  intention  to  set  fire  to  my  fort,  and  I  immediately 
sent  an  express  canoe  to  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Ottawas 
and  Ilurons,  to  request  them  to  join  me  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
sent  also  another  canoe  to  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  to  invite 
the  (^liippeways  and  iMississangas  to  join  us. 

The  church  and  the  house  of  ]\lr.  JMnlk't  were  outside  of  the 
four  of  them  into  the  redoubt,  I  had  just  constnicted.  I  placed 
prevented  our  allies  from  arriving,  which  troubled  me  nnich, 
as  the  circumstances  nov/  i)ressing,  I  prevailed  on  the  few 
rrenclunen,  who  were  with  me,  innnediately  to  bring  the  wheat 
into  the  fort.  And  it  was  well  1  did  so;  for,  two  days  later, 
it  would  have  been  pillaged.  We  had  to  hre  n])on  the  enemy 
to  secure  it,  and  as  it  was  they  stole  a  considerable  jmrtiou  of  it. 
But  the  princijial  object  was,  to  pull  down,  as  quick  as  possible, 
the  churchy  the  storehouse,  and  some  other  lioust's  whirh  weiv 
near  my  fort,  and  so  closi^,   that  tlu'   Indians,  at  any  tinie  by 
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setting  fire  to  tlieni,  might  have  burnt  onr  Avorks.  And  be- 
sides, it  was  important  in  order  to  defend  ourselves  in  case  of 
an  attack,  which  very  soon  took  place.  It  becomes  ns  to  render 
thanks  to  the  Lord  for  his  mercies.  We  should  have  been  lost 
if  I  had  not  fonned  this .  detennination.  I  put  on  the  best 
countenance  I  could,  encouraging  the  French,  who  were  in  con- 
sternation, believing  themselves  lost.  The  apprehension  I  en- 
tertained, that  some  accident  might  happen  to  the  French,  who 
had  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  necessity  of  sowing  our  grain  and 
pasturing  our  cattle,  prevented  me  from  refusing  them  pennis- 
sion  to  enter  the  fort  to  trade,  for  fear  they  should  suspect  I 
was  aware  of  their  object.  The  only  thing  I  could  do  was  to 
tell  them  that  I  apprehended  the  Mi  amis  would  attack  me,  be- 
cause I  permitted  them  to  remain  so  near,  and  therefore  I  was 
about  to  repair  my  fort.  They  did  not  appear  to  give  much 
credit  to  my  assertions.  Our  men  were  obliged  to  draw  some 
posts  of  which  the  Indians  had  taken  possession,  in  order  to  re- 
pair the  foi-t  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  succeeded  perfectly  well 
in  effecting  the  repairs  with  material  taken  from  some  of  the 
houses.  They  wished  to  preserve  a  pigeon  house  from  which 
they  might  have  assailed  us,  but  I  deceived  them  and  took  pos- 
session of  it.  I  placed  it  immediately  opposite  their  fort  and 
pierced  it  with  loop  holes.  I  mounted  two  swivels  upon  logs  of 
wood  to  seiwe  as  cannon,  in  case  of  necessity. 

The  thirteenth  of  May,  while  I  was  impatiently  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  my  allies,  who  were  tlie  only  aid  I  couKl  expect,  ]Mr. 
De  Vincennes  arrived  from  the  ]\Iiami  country  with  seven  or 
eight  Frenchmen.  lie  brouglit  me  no  news  of  the  Indians, 
which  gave  me  much  trouble,  and  I  did  not  know  on  what  saint 
to  call.  But  Heaven  watched  over  our  ]UTscrvaliou,  aud  when 
I  least  expected  it  there  entered  a  Huron,  all  bronthlcss,  wlio 
said  to  me,  ''My  Father,  I  wish  to  s])cak  to  you  in  aocrct.  I 
am  sent  to  you  by  our  peace  chiefs."  Tliere  were  then  in  their 
village  but  seven  or  eight  men.  It  seeuis  that  our  dclivcrauco 
was  miraculous,  for  all  the  others  arrived  two  hours  after,  and 
the  Ottawas  also.  The  messenger  said  "(unl  has  ]uty  on  yon. 
He  has  decreed  that  your  enemies  and  ours  should  iHM-ish.  T 
bring  you  information  that  four  uwu  have  just  arriv«Hl  at  o\ir 
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fort,  not  daring  to  enter  yours,  on  account  of  the  Ottagamies 
and  Maecoutins,  who  surround  you.  Makisahie,  war  chief  of 
the  Pottawatamies,  and  his  brother,  Tehamasimon,  are  at  the 
head,  and  desire  to  council  with  you." 

I  requested  Mr.  De  Vincennes  to  meet  them,  and  he  recog- 
nized at  once  the  four  Indians.  He  returned  an  hour  after  to 
render  me  an  account  of  the  interview,  and  told  me,  on  the  part 
of  Makisahie,  that  six  hundred  men  w^ould  soon  arrive  to  aid 
me,  and  to  eat  those  miserable  nations  who  had  troubled  all  the 
country.  That  it  was  necessary  to  keep  mysrelf  on  my  guard 
against  the  Ottagamies  and  Mascoutins,  who  might  learn  the 
expected  arrival  of  assistance. 

I  requested  ^*Ir.  De  Vincennes  to  return  to  the  Huron  fort, 
and  to  ascertain  from  Makisahie  if  it  would  not  be  satisfactory 
to  his  people  to  content  ourselves  witli  driving  away  the  Mas- 
coutins and  the  Ottagamies,  and  compelling  them  to  retuni  to 
theii*  former  villages,  Avhich,  Sir,  was  your  intention.  But  this 
could  not  be  done  for  the  Hurons  were  much  too  irritated. 
This  great  affair  had  been  too  well  concerted  during  the  whole 
autumn  and  winter  with  all  the  nations.  Mr.  De  Vincennes, 
perceiving  it  would  only  irritate  the  Hurons  to  speak  of  accom- 
modation, dropped  the  subject,  and  the  more  readily,  as  they 
said  these  wicked  men  never  kept  their  words.  Nothing  else 
could  be  done,  but  to  be  silent,  and  to  put  the  best  face  upon 
the  affair,  while  we  fought  with  them  against  our  common  ene- 
mies. The  Hurons  even  reproached  us  with  being  tired  of  liv- 
ing, as  we  knew  the  bad  intentions  of  the  Ottagamies  and  ^las- 
coutins.  They  said  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  destroy  them, 
and  to  extinguish  their  fire,  and  it  was  your  intention  they 
should  perish.  They  added  that  they  know  your  views  on  tliis 
subject  at  Montreal. 

Mr.  De  Vincennes  returned  and  told  me  it  was  useless  to 
speak  of  any  accommodation.  And  in  truth,  I  well  know  there 
was  great  danger  in  having  so  many  nations  around  us  of  whose 
good  intentions  we  were  not  certain.  I  then  closed  the  gates  of 
the  fort  and  divided  my  few  Frenchuion  into  four  brigades, 
each  having  its  brigadier.  1  inspected  tluMr  arms  and  aunn\i- 
nition,  and  assigned  them  their  stations  on  the  bastions.    I  put 
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four  of  tliem  into  the  redoubt,  I  had  just  constructed.  I  placed 
some  of  them  at  the  two  curtains,  which  were  most  exposed,  and 
amied  them  with  spears.  My  two  cannon  were  all  ready  with 
slugs  of  iron  prepared  to  load  them,  which  had  been  made  by 
the  blacksmith.  Our  Rev.  Father  held  himself  ready  to  give 
a  general  absolution  in  case  of  necessity,  and  to  assist  the 
wounded,  if  there  should  be  any.  He  communicated  also  -the 
Sacred  Host. 

Every  arrangement  being  made,  and  while  we  were  waiting 
\,ith  impatience,  I  was  informed  that  there  were  many  people 
in  sight.  I  inmiediately  ascended  a  bastion,  and  casting  my 
eyes  toward  the  woods,  I  saw  the  army  of  the  nations  of  the 
south  issuing  from  it.  They  were  the  Illinois,  the  Missouris, 
the  Osages  and  other  nations  yet  more  remote.  There  were  also 
with  them,  the  Ottawa  Chief,  Saguina,  and  also  the  Potawata- 
mies,  the  Sacs,  and  some  ^lenomenies.  Detroit  never  saw  such 
a  collection  of  people.  It  is  surprising  how  much  all  these 
nations  are  irritated  against  the  Mascoutins  and  the  Ottagamies. 
This  army  marched  in  good  order,  with  as  many  flags,  as  there 
were  different  nations,  and  it  proceeded  directly  to  the  Fort  of 
the  Hurons.  These  Indians  said  to  the  head  chief  of  the  army, 
^'You  must  not  encamp.  Affairs  are  too  pressing.  We  must 
enter  immediately  into  our  Father's  Fort,  and  fight  for  him. 
As  he  has  always  had  pity  on  us,  and  as  he  has  loved  us,  we 
ought  to  die  for  him.  And  don't  you  sec  tliat  smoke  also. 
They  are  these  women  of  your  village,  Saguina,  who  are  burn- 
ing there,  and  your  wife  is  among  them."  Kot  another  word 
was  necessary.  There  arose  a  great  cry,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
they  all  began  to  run,  having  the  Hurons  and  the  Ottawas  at 
their  head.  The  Ottagamies  and  the  ]\lascoutins  raised  also 
their  war  cry,  and  about  forty  of  them  issued  from  their  fort, 
all  naked,  and  well  armed,  running  to  meet  our  Indians,  and  to 
brave  them  in  order  to  make  ihem  believe  they  were  not  afraid. 
They  were  obliged,  however,  to  retreat  immediatoly,  and  to  ro- 
tuni  to  their  village.  Our  Indians  requested  ])ennission  to 
enter  our  fort,  which  I  granted,  seeing  they  were  much  excitod. 
It  was  my  design  they  should  encamp  near  tJie  woods,  that  they 
mioiit  not  be  troublesome  to  us.     All  the  Indian  chiefs  asseni- 
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bled  upon  tlie  parade  ground  of  mj  fort,  and  spoke  to  me  as  fol- 
lows: ^^Mj  Father,  I  speak  to  you  on  the  part  of  all  the  na- 
tions, your  children,  who  are  before  you.  What  you  did  last 
year  in  drawing  their  flesh  from  the  fire,  which  the  Ottagamies 
were  about  to  roast  and  eat,  well  merits  that  we  should  bring 
you  our  bodies  to  make  you.  the  master  of  them,  and  to  do  all 
you  wish.  We  do  not  fear  death  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  die 
for  you.  We  have  only  to  request  that  you  would  pray  the 
Father  of  all  Nations  to  have  pity  on  our  women,  and  our  chil- 
dun,  in  case  we  should  lose  our  lives  with  you.  We  beg  you 
to  throw  a  blade  of  grass  upon  our  bones  to  protect  them  from 
the  flies.  You  see,  my  father,  that  we  have  abandoned  our  vil- 
lages, our  women  and  our  children,  to  hasten  as  soon  as  possible 
to  join  you.  We  hope  that  you  will  have  pity  on  us,  and  that 
you  will  give  us  something  to  eat,  and  a  little  tobacco  to  smoke. 
We  have  come  from  a  distance,  and  are  destitute  of  everything ; 
we  hope  you  will  give  us  powder  and  balls  to  fight  with  you. 
We  don't  make  a  great  speech.  We  perceive  that  we  fatigue  you 
and  your  people  by  the  ardour  which  you  show  for  the  fight.'' 
I  immediately  answered  them,  and  briefly:  ^'I  thank  you, 
ray  children ;  the  determination  you  have  taken,  to  offer  to  die 
with  us,  is  very  agreeable  to  me,  and  causes  me  much  pleasure. 
I  recognize  you  as  the  true  children  of  the  Governor  General, 
and  I  shall  not  fail  to  render  him  an  account  of  all  you  have 
done  for  me  today.  You  need  not  doubt,  that  when  any  ques- 
tion respecting  your  interest  arises,  he  will  regard  it  favorably. 
I  receive  orders  from  him  every  day,  to  watch  continually  for 
the  preservation  of  his  children.  With  regard  to  your  necessi- 
ties, I  know  you  want  everything.  The  fire  w^hich  has  just 
taken  place,  is  unlucky  for  you,  as  well  as  for  me.  I  will  do 
all  I  can  to  provide  you  with  what  you  want.  I  beg  you  to  live 
in  peace,  union,  and  good  intelligence  together,  as  w^ell  ajuong 
your  different  nations  as  with  the  French  people.  This  will  be 
the  best  means  of  enabling  us  to  defeat  our  common  enemies. 
Take  courage,  then;  inspect  and  repair  your  war  clubs,  your 
bows  and  arrows,  and  especially  your  guns.  I  shall  supply  you 
witli  powder  and  ball  imnjediately,  and  then  will  attack  our 
'enemies.  This  is  all  I  have  to  say  to  you." 
19 
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All  the  Indians  uttered  a  cry  of  joy  and  of  tlianks,  and  said : 
^'Onr  enemies  are  dead  from  the  present  moment.  The  heav- 
ens begin  to  grow  clear,  and  the  Master  of  Life  has  pity  on  ns.'^ 
All  the  old  men  made  harangues  through  the  fort,  to  encourage 
the  warriors,  telling  them  to  listen  to  my  words,  and  strictly  to 
obey  all  my  orders.  I  distributed  among  them  immediately  a 
quantity  of  balls  and  powder;  and  then  we  all  raised  the  war 
cry.  The  very  earth  trembled.  The  enemy,  w^ho  were  not 
more  than  a  pistol  shot  distant,  raised  also  their  Avar  cry,  at  the 
bame  time.  The  guns  were  immediately  discharged  on  botli 
sides,  and  the  balls  flew  like  hail. 

We  had  to  do  as  our  Indians  did,  in  order  to  encourage  them. 
The  powder  and  balls  that  you  had  the  goodness  to  send  us.  Sir, 
the  past  autumn,  did  not  last  long.  I  Avas  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  three  barrels,  that  Mr.  de  Lamothe  left  vn.\h  a  certain 
Roy  to  sell,  not  leaving  me  a  single  grain  when  he  went  away, 
for  the  defence  of  the  fort,  in  case  of  attack.  All  mine  Avas  ex- 
hausted, as  Avell  as  a  quantity  Avhich  I  had  been  obliged  to  pur- 
chase of  some  of  the  French  people. 

I  held  the  Ottagamies  and  the  Mascoutins  in  a  state  of  siege 
during  nineteen  days,  Avearing  then  out  by  a  continual  fire,  night 
and  day.  In  order  to  avoid  our  fires,  they  Avere  ol)liged  to  dig 
holes  four  or  five  feet  deep  in  the  ground,  and  to  shelter  them- 
selves there.  I  had  erected  two  large  scaffolds,  twenty  feet 
high,  the  better  to  fire  into  their  villages.  They  could  not  go 
out  for  Avater,  and  they  Avcre  exhausted  by  hunger  and  thirst. 
I  had  from  four  to  five  hundred  men,  Avho  blockaded  their  vil- 
lage night  and  day,  so  that  no  one  could  issue  to  seek  assistance. 
All  our  Indians  Avent  and  hid  tliemselves  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  Avhence  they  continually  returned  Avith  prisoners,  who 
came  to  join  their  ])eo])le,  not  knowing  they  were  besi(\i:ed. 
Their  sport  was  to  shoot  them,  or  to  fire  arrows  at  them  and 
then  bum  them. 

The  enemy  that  I  had  kej)t  l)esieged,  thinking  to  intiniidat*^ 
me,  and  by  this  means  to  have  the  fiehl  open  to  them,  ci>V(Ted 
the  palisades  with  scarlet  blankets  and  then  halloed  to  me  that 
they  Avished  the  earth  Avas  all  covered  Avith  blood  ;  these  red 
blankets  Avere  the  mark  of  it  ;  tliey  hoisted  twelv(^  red  blnnketa 
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as  standards  in  twelve  different  places  of  their  village.  I  well 
kneAV  that  these  signals  were  English,  and  that  they  fonght  for 
them.  This  indeed  they  told  11  s,  for  we  could  speak  from  one 
fort  to  the  other.  They  said  they  had  no  father  but  the  Eng- 
lish, and  told  all  the  nations  onr  allies,  that  they  would  do  much 
better  to  quit  our  side  and  join  theirs. 

The  great  war  chief  of  the  Pottawatamies,  after  having  re- 
quested my  advice  and  permission,  mounted  one  of  my  scaffolds 
and  spoke  to  our  enemies  in  the  name  of  all  our  nations  in  these 
\,  .->rds:  ^'Wicked  nations  that  you  are,  you  hope  to  frighten  U3 
by  all  that  red  color  wliicli  you  exhibit  in  your  village.  Learn, 
that  if  the  earth  is  covered  with  blood,  it  will  be  yours.  You 
speak  to  us  of  the  English,  they  are  the  cause  of  your  destruc- 
tion because  you  have  listened  to  their  bad  councils.  They  are 
enemies  of  prayer,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  the  Master  of 
Life  chastises  them,  as  well  as  you,  wicked  men  that  you  are ; 
don^t  you  know  as  well  as  we  do,  that  the  Eather  of  all  the  na- 
tions, who  is  at  ^fontreal,  sends  continually  parties  of  his  young 
men  against  the  English  to  make  war,  and  who  take  so  many 
prisoners,  that  they  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them.  The 
English,  who  are  cowards,  only  defend  themselves  by  secretly 
killing  men  by  that  wicked  strong  drink,  wliich  lias  caused  so 
many  men  to  die  immediately  after  drinking  it.  Thus  we  shall 
see  what  will  hapj)en  to  you  for  liaving  listened  to  them. 

I  was  obliged  to  stop  tliis  conversation,  perceiving  that  the 
enemy  had  requested  to  speak,  merely  to  attract  our  attention 
while  they  went  for  wat<?r.  I  ordered  our  great  fire  to  recom- 
mence, which  was  so  violent,  that  we  killed  more  than  thirty 
men,  and  some  women,  who  had  secretly  gone  out  for  water.  I 
lost  that  day  twelve  men,  who  were  killed  in  my  fort.  The 
enemy,  in  spite  of  my  opjwsition,  liad  taken  ]H>ssession  of 
a  house,  where  they  had  erected  a.  scaffold  behind  Hie  gable  end, 
which  was  of  earth.  Our  balls  could  not  ]KMietrat(^  this  di^ft^ice, 
and  thus,  every  day,  many  of  our  ]KN)ple  were  killed.  This 
obliged  me  to  raise  upon  one  of  my  scaffolds,  the  two  large  logs 
upon  which  were  mounted  our  swivels.  1  loachnl  tluMii  with 
slugs,  and  caused  ihem  to  be  Hred  u])on  \hv  scnlb^ld,  \vhi<'h 
troubled  me  so  much.     They  were  so  well  aimed,  that  at  t.he 
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first  two  discharges,  we  heard  the  scaffold  fall,  and  some  of  the 
enemy  were  killed.  They  were  so  friglitened  that  we  heard 
them  utter  cries  and  frightful  groans,  and  toward  evening  they 
called  out  to  know  if  I  would  allow  them  to  come  and  speak  to 
me.  I  assembled  immediately,  the  Chiefs  of  all  the  nations 
who  w^ere  with  me,  to  ascertain  their  opinion ;  and  we  agreed  it 
was  best  to  listen  to  them,  in  order,  by  some  stratagem,  to  with- 
draw from  them  three  of  our  women,  whom  they  had  made  pris- 
oners some  days  before  the  siege,  and  one  of  whom  was  the  wife 
ci  the  great  war  chief  Sagiiina.  I  told  them,  through  my  in- 
terpreter, that  they  might  come  in  safety,  to  speak  to  me,  as  I 
was  willing  they  should  have  that  satisfaction  before  dying. 

They  did  not  fail  the  next  morning  to  make  me  a  v^isit.  We 
were  very  much  surprised  not  to  see  the  red  flags  in  their  vil- 
lage, but  only  a  white  flag.  It  was  the  great  chief  Pemoussa, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  this  first  embassy.  He  came  out  of  his 
village  with  two  other  Indians,  carrying  a  white  flag  in  his  hand. 
I  sent  my  interpreter  to  meet  him,  and  conduct  him  to  me,  and 
to  protect  him  from  the  insults  of  some  of  the  young  warriors. 
He  entered  my  fort;  I  placed  him  in  the  midst  of  the  parade 
ground,  and  then  I  assembled  all  the  chiefs  of  the  nations  who 
were  with  me,  to  hear  our  embassador,  who  spoke  in  these  words 
(Presenting  a  belt  of  wampum  and  two  slaves)  : 

^^My  father,  I  am  dead;  I  see  very  well  that  the  heaven  is 
clear  and  beautiful  for  you  only,  and  that  for  me,  it  is  altogether 
dark.  When  I  left  my  village,  I  hoped  that  you  would  will- 
ingly listen  to  me.  I  demand  of  you,  hiy  father,  by  this  belt, 
wliich  I  lay  at  yonr  feet,  that  you  have  pity  on  your  children, 
and  that  you  do  not  refuse  them  the  two  days  that  they  ask  you, 
in  which  there  shall  bo  no  firing  on  cither  side,  that  o\ir  old 
men  may  hold  a  council,  to  find  a  moans  of  lurniiig  away  yonr 
wrath. 

"It  is  to  you  that  I  now  speak,  you,  oilier  children,  list^uiing 
to  the  advice  of  our  father;  this  belt  is  to  ]>ray  you  to  recollect, 
that  you  are  our  kindred.  If  you  shed  our  blood,  recollect,  that 
it  is  also  your  own ;  endeavor  then  to  soften  the  heart  of  our 
father,  whom  we  have  so  often  offeuibnl.  These  two  slaves  are 
to  replace,  perhaps,  a  little  blood  that  you  may  have  lost,    I  do 
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not  speak  many  wcids  until  our  old  men  can  council  together, 
if  you  grant  us  those  two  days,  that  I  have  asked  of  you." 

I  answered  him  thus:  ^'If  your  hearts  were  properly  moved, 
and  if  you  truly  considered  the  Governor  at  Montreal  as  your 
father,  you  would  have  begun  by  bringing  with  you  the  three 
women  whom  you  hold  as  prisoners ;  not  having  done  so,  I  be- 
lieve your  hearts  are  yet  bad.  If  you  expect  me  to  listen  to  you, 
begin  by  bringing  them  here.  This  is  all  I  have  to  say."  All 
the  chiefs  who  were  with  me,  exclaimed  with  a  high  voice,  "My 
■^ather,  after  what  you  have  just  said,  we  have  nothing  to  answer 
to  this  embassador.  Let  him  obey  you,  if  he  wishes  to  live." 
The  embassador  answered,  "I  am  only  a  child.  I  shall  return 
to  my  village  to  render  an  account  of  what  you  have  said,  to  our 
old  men." 

Thus  finished  the  council.  I  gave  him  three  or  four  French- 
men to  re-conduct  him,  assuring  him  that  we  would  not  fire  upon 
his  village  during  the  day,  on  condition,  however,  that  no  one 
should  leave  it  to  seek  water;  and  that  if  they  did  so,  the  truce 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  we  should  fire  upon  them. 

Tavo  hours  after,  three  chiefs,  two  of  them  Mascoutins,  and 
the  third  an  Ottagamie,  came  bearing  a  flag,  and  bringing  with 
them  the  three  women.  I  made  them  enter  the  same  place, 
where  the  others  were  stationed,  and  where  all  our  chiefs  were 
again  assembled.  The  three  messengers  spoke  as  follows: 
"My  father,  here  are  these  three  pieces  of  flesh  that  you  ask  of 
us.  We  would  not  eat  them,  thinking  you  would  call  us  to  an 
account  for  it.  Do  what  you  please  with  them.  You  are  the 
master.  Now,  we  Mascoutins  and  Ottagamies  request,  that 
you  would  cause  all  the  nations,  who  are  with  you,  to  retire,  in 
order  that  we  may  freely  seek  provisions  for  our  women  and 
our  children.  Many  die  every  day  of  hunger.  All  our  village 
regret  that  we  liave  displeased  you.  If  you  are  as  good  a  father 
as  all  your  children,  who  are  around  you,  say  you  are,  you  will 
not  refuse  the  favor  we  ask  of  you." 

As  I  had  now  the  three  women,  whom  I  sought,  I  did  not 
care  any  longer  to  keep  fair  with  them,  and  1  therefore  an- 
swered, "If  you  had  eaten  my  flesh,  which  you  have  now 
brought  me,  you  would  not  have  been  liviug  at  this  moment 
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You  would  have  felt  such  terrible  coils,  that  they  would  have 
covered  you  so  deep  in  the  ground,  that  no  one  would  any  longer 
speak  of  you,  so  true  is  it  that  I  love  the  flesh  of  the  father  of 
all  the  nations.  With  regard  to  the  liberty  you  demand,  I  leave 
to  my  children  to  answer  you.  Therefore  I  shall  say  no  more.^' 
The  head  chief  of  the  Illinois,  whose  name  is  Makouandeby, 
was  appointed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  other  nations  to  speak  in 
these  words : 

^'My  father,  we  all  thank  you  for  your  kindness  to  us;  we 
+hank  you  for  it,  and  since  you  give  us  permission  to  speak,  we 
shall  do  so.^' 

And  then,  addressing  the  hostile  chiefs,  he  said:  ^'^S'ow 
listen  to  me  ye  nations  who  have  troubled  all  the  earth.  We 
perceive  clearly  by  your  words,  that  you  seek  only  to  surprise 
our  father,  and  to  deceive  him  again,  in  demanding  that  we 
should  retire.  We  should  no  sooner  do  so,  but  you  would  again 
torment  our  father,  and  you  would  infallibly  shed  his  Idood. 
'You  are  dogs  who  have  always  bit  him.  You  have  never  been 
sensible  of  all  the  favors  you  have  received  from  all  the  French. 
You  have  thought,  Avretches  that  you  are,  that  we  did  not  know 
all  the  speeches  you  have  received  from  the  English,  telling  you 
to  cut  the  throats  of  our  father,  and  of  his  children,  and  then  .o 
lead  his  children  into  this  country.  Go  away,  then.  For  us, 
we  will  not  stir  a  step  from  yon ;  we  are  detormined  to  die  wit'a 
our  father;  we  should  disobey  him;  because  we  know  your  bad 
heart,  and  we  would  not  leave  him  alone  with  yon.  We  shall 
see  from  this  moment,  wlio  will  be  master,  you  or  us;  you  have 
now  only  to  retire,  and  as  soon  as  yon  shall  re-enter  your  fori, 
we  shall  fire  upon  you." 

I  sent  an  escort  to  conduct  tlui  embassadors  to  their  fort,  and 
we  began  to  fire  again  as  usual.  We  were  thive  or  four  days 
without  any  int<;rcourse,  tiring  briskly  on  both  sides.  Idie 
enemy  discharged  their  arrows  so  ra])idly  tlial  more  than  throe 
or  four  hundred  were  flying  at  the  same  time,  and  at  their  «"nds 
were  lighted  fuses:  the  objc^'t  being  to  burn  us,  as  tiicv  h-.xd 
threatened  to  do.  1  found  myself  very  much  (Muba rrasM-d  ;  the 
arrows  fell  ui)()n  all  our  (piarlers,  w.hich  were  covenMl  with 
stravT,  so  that  the  fire  easily  caught  nniny  of  tln^n,  whit'h  fright- 
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ened  the  French  so  much,  that  they  thought  everything  was  lost. 
I  re-assured  them,  telling  them  that  this  was  nothing,  and  that 
we  must  find  a  remedy  as  soon  as  possible.  '^Come,  then,'^  said 
I,  ^'take  courage;  let  us  take  off  the  thatch  from  the  houses,  and 
let  us  cover  them  with  bear-skins  and  deer-skins ;  our  Indians 
will  help  us.'^  I  then  directed  them  to  bring  in  two  large 
wooden  pirogues  which  I  had  filled  with  water  and  provided 
Badrouilles  [''mops'']  at  the  end  of  rods,  to  extinguish  the  fire, 
when  it  should  break  out  any  where,  and  hooks  to  pull  out  the 
'"rrows.  There  were  four  or  five  Frenchmen,  who  were 
wounded.  I  fell  into  another  embarrassment  much  greater 
than  this.  My  Indians  became  discouraged,  and  wished  to  go 
away,  a  part  of  them  saying  that  they  should  never  conquer 
those  nations.  That  they  knew  them  well,  and  that  they  were 
braver  than  any  other  ])eople ;  and  besides,  I  could  no  longer 
furnish  them  with  provisions. 

This  inconstancy  ought  to  teach  us  how  dangerous  it  is,  to 
leave  a  post  so  distant  as  this  without  troops.  I  then  saw  my- 
self on  the  point  of  being  abandoned,  and  left  a  prey  to  our 
enemies,  who  would  not  have  granted  us  any  quarter,  and  tJie 
English  would  have  triumphed. 

The  French  were  so  frightened,  that  they  told  me  they  saw 
clearly,  it  was  necessary  we  should  retire  as  quickly  as  })0ssible, 
to  Michilimacinac.  I  said  to  them,  ''What  are  you  thinking 
of?  Is  it  possible  you  can  entertain  such  sentiments?  What! 
abandon  a  post  in  such  a  cowardly  manner?  Dismiss  such 
thoughts,  my  friends,  from  your  minds;  do  things  a])pear  so 
bad  ?  You  ought  to  know  that  if  you  abandon  me,  the  Gover- 
nor General  would  follow  you  every  where,  to  punish  you  for 
your  cowardice.  What  the  Indians  have  just  said  ought  not  to 
frighten  you.  I  am  going  to  sjH'ak  lo  all  the  chiefs  in  private, 
and  inspire  them  with  new  courag(\  Therefore  iliange  Muir 
views,  and  let  me  act,  and  you  will  see  that  everything  will  go 
well."  They  answered  me,  that  they  did  not  think  of  rctirimr 
without  my  consent,  nor  without  me  at  their  head;  believing 
that  we  could  not  hold  the  ])lace,  if  onr  Indians  should  aban 
don  us.  They  begged  me  to  pardon  th(Mn,  and  assured  me  they 
wonld  do  all  I  wislied.  And  trnly,  1  was  aft<u'ward  very  well 
contented  with  them.    They  did  iUoiv  duty  like  brave  }>ooj)lc. 
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I  was  four  days  and  four  nights,  without  taking  any  repose, 
and  without  eating  or  drinking,  striving  all  the  time  to  secure 
to  my  interest  all  the  young  war  chiefs,  in  order  to  keep  the 
warriors  firm,  and  to  encourage  them,  so  that  they  would  not 
quit  us,  imtil  our  enemies  were  defeated.  To  succeed  in  this 
object,  I  stripped  myself  of  all  I  had,  making  presents  to  one 
and  another.  You  know,  Sir,  that  with  the  Indians  one  must 
not  be  mean.  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  approve  all  these  expenditures,  which  for  me  are  immense, 
and  for  the  King,  of  no  consequence ;  for  othenvise,  I  should  be 
very  much  to  be  pitied,  having  a  large  family  which  occasions 
me  great  expense  at  Quebec. 

Having  gained  all  the  Indians  in  private,  I  held  a  general 
council,  to  which  I  called  all  the  nations,  and  said  to  them : 
^'What,  my  children !  when  you  are  just  on  the  point  of  destroy- 
ing these  wicked  nations,  do  you  think  of  retreating  shamefully, 
after  having  so  well  begun  ?  Could  you  lift  up  your  heads 
again  ?  You  would  be  overwhelmed  with  confusion.  All  the 
other  nations  would  say,  are  these  the  brave  warriors,  who  fled 
so  ignominiously,  after  having  abandoned  the  French  ?  Be  not 
troubled,  take  courage,  we  will  endeavor  yet  to  find  a  few  provi- 
sions. The  Hurons  and  the  Ottowas,  your  brothers,  offer  you 
some.  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  comfort  you  and  to  aid  you.  Don't 
you  see  that  our  enemies  can  hardly  preserve  tlieir  position? 
Hunger  and  thirst  overj)Ower  them.  AVe  shall  quickly  render 
ourselves  masters  of  their  bodies.  Will  it  not  be  vei-y  pleasant, 
after  such  a  result,  when  you  visit  ]\rontreal  to  receive  there  the 
thanks  and  the  friendship  of  the  father  of  all  nations,  who  will 
thank  you  for  having  risked  your  lives  with  me?  For  you 
cannot  doubt,  that  in  the  report  I  shall  make  to  him,  I  shall 
render  justice  to  each  of  you,  for  all  you  will  have  done.  You 
must  also  be  aware,  that  to  defeat  these  two  nations,  is  to  give 
that  life  and  peace  to  your  women  and  children,  which  they 
have  not  yet  enjoyed." 

The  young  war  chiefs,  whom  I  had  gained,  did  not  give  me 
time  to  finish,  but  said  to  me,  ''My  fatJier,  allow  us  to  iiitornipt 
you;  we  believe  there  is  some  liar,  who  has  told  you  falst^* hoods. 
We  assure  you,  tliat  we  all  love  you  too  much,  to  abandon  you, 
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^nd  we  are  not  such  cowards  as  is  reported.  We  are  resolved, 
even  if  we  are  much  more  pressed  with  hunger,  not  to  quit  you, 
till  your  enemies  are  utterly  destroyed."  All  the  old  men  ap- 
proved of  these  sentiments,  and  said,  ''Come  on,  come  on,  let 
us  hasten  to  ann  ourselves,  and  prove  that  those  are  liars,  who 
have  reported  evil  of  us  to  our  father.''  They  then  raised  a 
gi-eat  cry,  and  sung  the  war  song,  and  danced  the  war  dance, 
and  a  large  party  went  to  fight. 

Every  day  some  Sacs,  who  had  lived  some  time  with  the  Otta- 
fj^amies,  left  their  fort  and  came  to  join  their  people  who  were 
with  me,  who  received  them  with  much  pleasure.  They  made 
known  to  us  the  condition  of  our  enemies,  assuring  us  that  they 
were  reduced  to  the  last  extremity;  that  from  sixty  to  eighty 
women  and  children  had  died  from  hunger  and  thirst,  and  that 
their  bodies,  and  the  bodies  of  those  who  were  killed  every  day, 
caused  an  infection  in  their  camp,  as  they  could  not  inter  their 
dead,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  fire  that  we  continually 
kept  up. 

Under  these  circumstances,  they  demanded  permission  to 
speak  to  us,  which  was  granted.  Their  messengers  were  their 
two  great  chiefs,  one  of  peace,  the  other  of  war ;  the  first  named 
Allamima,  and  the  other  Pemoussa.  With  them,  were  two 
great  Mascoutin  chiefs,  one  Kuit,  and  the  other  Onabimani- 
ton.  Pemoussa  was  at  the  head  of  the  three  others,  having  a 
crown  of  wampum  upon  his  head  and  many  belts  of  wampimi 
on  his  body,  and  hung  over  his  shoulders.  He  was  painted 
with  green  earth,  and  supported  by  seven  female  slaves,  who 
were  also  painted  and  covered  with  wampum.  The  three  other 
chiefs  had  each  a  chichory^  in  their  hands.  All  of  them 
marched  in  order,  singing  and  shouting  with  all  their  might, 
to  the  song  of  the  Chichories,  calling  all  the  devils  to  their  as- 
sistance, and  to  have  pity  on  them.  They  had  even  figures  of 
little  devils  hanging  on  their  girdles.  They  entered  my  fort 
in  this  manner,  when,  being  placed  in  the  midst  of  tlie  nations 
our  allies,  they  spoke  as  follows: 

1  Evidently  a  misprint  for  "chichikoiie,"  an  Algonkin  term  adoptod  by 
the  French  of  Canada  and  the  West,  which  was  given  to  the  small  dr\im 
used  by  the  Indian  medicine-men.  Among  many  of  the  tribes,  a  chief 
was  also  often  a  medicine  man  or  soothsayer. — Ed. 
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^'My  father,  I  speak  to  you,  and  to  all  the  nations  who  are 
before  you.  I  come  to  you  to  demand  life.  It  is  no  longer 
ours.  You  are  the  master  of  it.  All  the  nations  have  aban- 
doned us.  I  bring  you  my  flesh  in  the  seven  slaves,  whom  I 
put  at  your  feet.  But  do  not  believe  I  am  afraid  to  die.  It  is 
the  life  of  our  women,  and  our  children,  that  I  ask  of  you.  I 
beg  you  to  allow  the  sun  to  shine,  let  the  sky  be  clear,  that  we 
can  see  the  day,  and  that  hereafter,  our  affairs  may  be  prosper- 
ous. Here  are  six  belts,  that  we  give  you,  which  bind  us  to 
you  like  your  tnie  slaves.  Untie  them,  we  beg  you,  to  show 
that  you  give  us  life.  Itecollect,  ye  nations,  tliat  you  are  our 
great  nephews ;  tell  us  something,  I  pray  you,  which  can  give 
pleasure  on  our  return  to  our  village." 

I  left  it  to  our  Indians  to  answer  these  ambassadors.  They 
were,  however,  so  nuich  enraged  against  them,  that  they  wouhl 
not  give  them  any  answer.  Eight  or  ten  of  them  asked  ])ermis- 
sicn  to  speak  to  me  in  private.  ''My  father,  we  come  to  ask 
liberty  of  you  to  break  the  heads  of  those  four  great  chiefs. 
They  are  the  men  who  prevent  our  enemies  from  surrendering 
at  discretion.  When  these  shall  be  no  longer  at  their  head,  they 
will  find  themselves  much  embarrassed,  and  will  surrender." 

I  told  them  they  must  be  drunk  to  make  me  such  a  ])roposi- 
tion.  ''Recollect,  that  they  came  here  upon  my  word,  and  you 
liave  given  me  yours.  We  must  act  with  good  faith,  iind  if 
such  a  thing  were  done,  how  could  you  trust  one  another  '^  Ik^- 
sides  if  I  accjuiesced  in  this  ])ropositioii,  the  Governor  General 
would  never  ])ardon  me.  Dismiss  it,  therefore,  from  your 
thoughts.  They  nuist  return  peaceably.  You  sec  clearly  that 
they  cannot  avoid  us,  since  you  resolved  not  to  give  them  (jiuir- 
ter."  Tliey  confessed  I  was  right,  and  tliat  they  were  foolish. 
We  dismissed  the  end)assadors  in  all  safety,  without,  however, 
giving  them  any  fuiiher  answer.  These  poor  \\  retches  well 
knew  there  was  no  longer  any  ho])e  for  them. 

I  confess,  Sir,  that  1  was  touche(l  wilh  eonipnssion.  at  their 
misfortunes;  but  as  war  and  pity  do  not  well  agree  together, 
and  ])artienlarly,  as  I  understood  that  th(\v  wimv  ]);ntl  by  tho 
English  for  our  destrnction,  I  ahandoniMl  tluMu  to  tluMP  unfor- 
tunate fate;  indeeil,  I  hastened  to  have  this  tragetly  liiiisbed, 
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in  order  that  the  example  might  strike  terror  to  the  English, 
and  to  themselves.^ 

The  great  fire  recommenced,  more  and  more  violently;  the 
enemy,  being  in  despair,  beaten  in  their  village  and  out  of  it ; 
and  when  they  wished  to  go  for  water  or  to  gather  a  few  herbs, 
to  appease  their  hunger,  had  no  other  resource  but  an  obscure 
night  with  rain,  in  order  to  effect  their  escape.  They  awaited 
it  with  nmch  impatience,  and  it  came  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
tlie  siege.  They  did  not  fail  to  make  use  of  it,  decamping 
^bout  midnight,  and  we  did  not  know  their  escape  until  day- 
light. I  encouraged  our  people,  and  they  pursued  them  very 
vigorously.  Mr.  l)e  Vincennes  joined  in  the  pursuit,  with  some 
^Frenchmen,  and  this  gave  much  pleasure  to  the  Indians. 

The  enemy,  not  doid)ting  but  that  they  would  be  i)ursued, 
stopped  at  the  Presq'  isle,  which  is  opposite  Hog  island,  near 
lake  St.  Clair,  four  leag\ies  from  the  fort.^ 

Our  people,  not  perceiving  their  entrenchment,  pushed  into 
it,  and  lost  there  twenty  men,  killed  and  wounded,  ll  was 
necessary  to  form  a  second  siege,  and  also  an  encampment. 
The  camp  was  regularly  laid  out;  there  were  a  hundred  canoes 
every  day,  as  well  Ottawas,  Ilurons,  and  Ohipj)e\vays,  as  IMis- 
sissaugiuis  to  carry  provisions  there.  The  chiefs  sent  to  me  for 
two  cannon  and  all  the  axes  and  mattocks  that  I  liad,  to  cut 
timber,  and  to  place  it  so  as  to  approach  the  hostile  eutrench- 
ment;  together  with  powder  and  ball.  As  for  the  Indian  corn, 
tobacco,  and  seasoning,  they  Avere  sup])lied  as  usual,  without 
counting  all  the  kettles  of  the  French,  which  are  now  lost,  and 
that  I  had  to  pay  for. 

iln  regard  to  this  affair,  Hebberd  claims  (Wis.  under  French  Dom., 
pp.  81-84)  that  tlie  French,  wishing  to  get  rid  of  the  Foxes,  "enticed 
them  to  Detroit  in  order  that  they  might  be  slaughtered.**  Prtrkman 
says:  "It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  they  came  with  deliberate  hos- 
tile intent.  Had  this  been  the  case,  they  would  not  have  brought  their 
women  and  children"  (Half  Century  of  Con/tict,  i.  pp.  268-287).  It 
is  probable  that  intcrtril)al  jealousies  and  hatreds  are  a  sutlicient  ex- 
planation of  the  cruel  overthrow  of  the  Foxes. — En. 

aFarmer  says  {Hist.  Detroit,  p.  231)  that  the  place  hero  mentioned 
•was  Orosse  Pointe,  a  headland  situated  about  five  miles  above  Detroit, 
at  the  entrance  to  Lake  St.  Clair. — Ed. 
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The  enemy  held  their  position  for  four  days,  fighting  with 
much  courage ;  and  finally,  not  being  able  to  do  anything  more, 
surrendered  at  discretion  to  our  people,  who  gave  them  no  quar- 
ter. All  were  killed  ^except  the  women  and  children,  whose 
lives  were  spared,  and  one  hundred  men,  who  had  been  tied,  but 
escaped. 

All  our  allies  returned  to  my  fort  with  their  slaves,  having 
avoided  it  before  as  they  thought  it  was  infective.  Their 
amusement  was  to  shoot  four  or  five  of  them  every  day.  The 
Hurons  did  not  spare  a  single  one  of  theirs. 

In  this  mannei-  came  to  an  end,  Sir,  these  two  wicked  nations, 
who  so  badly  afflicted  and  troubled  all  the  country.  Our  Rev. 
Father  chaunted  a  grand  mass  to  render  thanks  to  God  for  hav- 
ing preserved  us  from  the  enemy. 

The  Ottagamies  and  Mascoutins  had  constructed  a  vei*y  good 
fort,  which,  as  I  said,  was  within  pistol  shot  of  mine.  Our 
people  did  not  dare  to  undertake  to  stonn  it,  notwithstanding 
all  I  could  say.  The  works  were  defended  by  three  hundred 
men,  and  our  loss  would  have  been  great,  had  we  assaulted  it; 
but  the  siege  would  not  have  been  so  long.  Our  Indians  lost 
sixty  men  killed  and  wounded,  thirty  of  whom  w^ere  killed  in 
the  fort;  and  a  Frenchman  named  Germain,  and  five  or  six 
others,  were  w^ounded  with  arrows.  The  enemy  lost  a  thousand 
souls,  men,  women,  and  children. 

I  ought  not  to  forget.  Sir,  to  state,  that  there  were  about 
twenty-five  Iroquois,  who  had  joined  themselves  to  the  Ilurons 
of  the  Fond  du  Lac^  in  this  Avar.  These  two  nations  distin- 
guished themselves  above  all  the  others,  and  therefore  their  loss 
has  been  proportionably  greater.  They  received  the  thanks  of 
all  the  Indians,  and  more  particularly  of  the  Potawatamies,  tx) 
whom  they  made  satisfaction  for  an  old  (piarrel,  by  ]UVSontsi  of 
slaves  and  pipes.  I  brought  about  this  accomuKxhition.  I 
dare  venture  to  assure  you,  Sir,  that  the  general  Assembly  of 
all  the  nations  has  put  them  at  peace  with  one  auotlier,  luul  re- 
newed their  ancient  alliance.  They  calculate  upon  receiving 
many  presents,  which  tliey  say.  Sir,  you  jiromisod  thorn. 

iFond  (lu  Lac  ("end,  or  foot,  of  the  lake")  ;  an  allusion  to  the  former 
location  of  the  Hurons,  probably  at  either  Sault  Ste.  Marie  or  MicUilll- 
mackinac. —  Ed. 
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I  have  determined  with  the  consent  of  his  nation,  to  send  you, 
the  grand  chief  of  the  Illinois  of  Rock  village.^  His  name  is 
Chachagonache.  He  is  a  good  man,  and  has  much  authority; 
and  I  trust,  Sir,  that  you  will  induce  him  to  make  peace  with 
the  Miamis. 

The  affair  is  of  very  gi-eat  consequence,  the  Miamis  having 
sent  me  word,  that  they  should  abandon  their  village  and  build 
anotlier  on  the  Oyou,  in  the  fond  of  Lake  Erie.^  It  is  pre- 
cisely where  the  English  are  about  to  erect  a  fort,  according  to 
tl"  3  belts  they  have  sent  to  the  different  nations.  They  also 
eaid,  that  they  would  be  contented,  if  you  sent  them,  Sir,  a  gar- 
rison and  a  Rev.  Father,  a  Jesuit;  and  some  presents,  that  they 
say  you  promised  them. 

Mikisabie,  the  Potawatamie  chief,  has  much  influence  over 
the  mind  of  this  Illinois  chief.  He  goes  with  him.  Joseph, 
who  accompanies  them,  deserves  your  kindness.  I  have  had 
much  trouble  to  save  his  life.  I  venture.  Sir,  to  request,  that 
you  would  take  care  tliat  the  Indians,  who  are  with  Mr.  De 
Vincennes,  return  contented;  their  visit  secures  this  post. 
Saguina  has  complained  to  me  that  Mr.  Desliettes^  would  not 
wait  for  him  last  spring,  believing  it  was  through  contempt. 

Poor  Otchipouac  died  this  winter.  It  is  a  great  loss  to  us, 
for  he  had  much  firmness,  and  was  well  disposed  toward  the 
French.  We  have  another  difficult  affair,  which  threatens  to 
give  us  much  trouble.  The  Kickapoos,  who  live  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Maumee  River,  are  about  to  make  war  upon  us,  now  that 
our  allies  have  left  us;  about  thirty  Mascoutins  have  joined 
them.  A  canoe  of  Kickapoos,  who  came  here  to  speak  to  the 
three  villages,  has  been  defeated  by  the  Hurons  and  Ottawas. 

1  Reference  is  here  made  to  the  Illinois  village  located  near  La 
Salle's  fort  (St.  Louis,  on  "Starved  Rock;"  see  p.  TOO,  ante,  7iote). — Ed. 

2 There  must  be  at  this  point  some  error  or  omission  In  the  transcrip- 
tion of  the  original  document.  Allusion  is  apparently  made  to  the  place 
where  the  Miamis  later  formed  a  settlement,  in  the  bend  of  the  Maumee 
river  wliere  now  stands  the  city  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.;  not  far  from 
that  place  was  a  portage  by  which  easy  communication  could  1)0  had 
with  the  Ohio  river  (the  name  of  which  was  early  spelled  Oyo). —  Ed. 

3  A  relative  of  Henry  de  Tonty,  and  long  prominent  In  military  and 
Indian  affairs  in  the  West. — Ed. 
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Among  tliem  was  a  princi]Dal  chief,  whose  head  was  brought  to 
me,  with  the  heads  of  three  otliers.  This  was  done  out  of  re- 
sentment, because  the  last  winter  they  liad  taken  prisoners  some 
of  the  Ilnrons  and  the  Iroquois ;  besides,  they  considered  him 
a  tnie  Ottagamie.  1  believe  that  if  Mr.  Do  Vincennes  had  not 
been  at  the  month  of  the  Maiimee  at  the  time,  the  Kickayxios 
would  have  killed  the  two  Hurons  and  the  Iro(|uois.  There 
Avas  every  probability  of  it.  Those  same  I  ndians  took  prisoner 
also,  J^anglois,  who  was  on  his  return  from  the  ^liami  country, 
a^d  who  had  many  letters  from  the  Rev.  Fathers,  the  Jesuits  of 
the  Illinois  villages.  All  these  letters  have  l)een  destroyed, 
Avliich  circumstance  has  given  me  inuch  uneasiness,  as  I  am 
sure.  Sir,  tliere  were  some  for  you  from  Louisiana.  They  dis- 
missed liim,  after  robbing  him  of  his  l)eltry,  charging  him  to 
return  and  tell  tlieni  the  news ;  but  he  had  no  more  desire  to  do 
that,  than  I  had  to  permit  liim.  However,  the  Ottawas  might 
safel}^  send  there,  because  the  Kickapoos  have  among  them  one 
of  their  women,  with  her  chihlren.  I  will  endeavor  to  ]U'evail 
upon  the  Ottawas  and  the  Hurons  to  accommodate  their  diffi- 
culties with  the  Kickapoos,  in  order  tliat  our  repose  may  not  be 
troubled  here. 

The  different  nations  have  returned  ])eaceably,  with  all  their 
slaves.  Sagiiina  has  abandoned  his  village,  and  gone  to  ^lichili- 
macinac.  Tlie  Potawatamies  abandoned  also  th(^irs,  and  will 
either  come  here  or  go  to  the  Illinois.  iMore  than  half  of  the 
Ottawas,  of  this  ])lace,  will  r(»])air  to  jMichilinuicinac.  The 
Chippeways  and  jMississigiuis  will  go  to  Topicanich.  They 
liave  not  at  all  been  disi)osed  to  make  any  satisfaction  to  the 
"Miamis,  for  the  murder  of  the  last  year,  with  Mr.  I)(^  Tonly. 
The  ]\iianiis  are  vei'y  uj'gcnt  u])on  this  s\d)jec(.  I  s]>iire  no 
trouble  to  induce  them  to  be  ])atien(,  and  also  to  ])er?\unl(^  them, 
that  1  am  laboring  carneslly  for  thcii-  intc^n^st. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  I  accom|)lished  a 
measures  the  last  year  that  Mr.  I)e  Laniothe  never  conld  clbn't, 
during  all  th(^  tinu^  he  was  lier(> ;  Avliich  was  lo  comiH'l  \\w  Otta- 
Avas  to  make  a  solid  ])eace  with  the  Miamis,  and  to  engag(»  iIkmu 
to  visit  tlie  latti^r,  Avhicli,  till  now,  they  uvxvv  wv>uld  do.  1  suc- 
ceeded very  hap])ily  in  the  object,  the  ^liamis  having  ivceivcd 
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them  very  kindly,  and  a  durable  alliance  has  been  the  conse- 
quence. 

I  flatter,  myself,  Sir,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  be  in- 
formed, that  Mr.  De  Vincennes  has  faithfully  pei-formed  his 
duty,  and  that  he  has  labored  assiduously  here,  as  well  as  on 
his  voyage  to  the  ]\liamis  and  Ouyatonoms  the  last  winter.  If 
I  am  so  happy,  Sir,  as  to  receive  your  approbation  of  my  con- 
duct, I  shall  be  fully  compensated  for  all  my  trouble,  and  shall 
experience  no  more  dejection.  My  success  has  been  much  ow- 
ina'  to  the  great  influence  I  have  over  the  nations ;  Mr.  De  Vin- 
cennes is  the  witness  of  this.  I  do  not  say  this  either  to  gratify 
my  vanity,  or  to  claim  any  credit,  for  truly  I  am  very  tired  of 
Detroit.  You  can  easily  judge.  Sir,  in  what  a  condition  my  af- 
fairs must  be,  in  consequence  of  having  no  presents  belonging  to 
the  king  in  my  hands.  However,  I  venture  to  trust  to  your 
goodness,  and  hope  that  you  will  not  sufl'er  a  [poor]  devil  to  be 
reduced  to  beggary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  Sir,  your  very 
humble,  and  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Dubuisson. 
At  Fort  uu  DETKorr,  Pontciiahtuain,  June  15,  1712. 

[This  letter  was  addressed  to  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  Governor- 
General  of  New  France.] 


Statement  of  expenditures,  nuide  by  ^fr.  Dubuisson,  for  the 
service  of  the  king,  to  gain  an  influence  over  the  nations  and  to 
secure  them  in  his  interest,  in  order  to  sustain  the  ])ost  of  the 
Fort  de  Pontchartrain,  of  D(;troit,  against  the  Ottagamies  and 
Mascoutins,  who  had  been  paid  by  the  Kni:lish  to  (h'stroy  it  — 
to  wit : 

4  barrels  of  j)owder  of  50  lbs.  each,  to  distribute  to 
the  Indians,  for  the  defence  of  Fort  Pontchar- 
train, and  to  attack  that  of  the  Ottaganiios  jind 
Mascoutins;  the  powder  having  been  ]>iin']iased 
'  of  tlie  voyageurs,  at  4  livres  ])r  lb.  making  tlu^  /urc*. 
sum  of   800 
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livres. 


300  lbs  balls  for  the  same  object^  at  50  sols  the  lb   450 

60  bags  of  Indian  Corn,  at  8  livres  the  bag,  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  Indians   480 

300  flints  at  7  sols  pr  hundred   21 

5  guns  to  give  to  five  chiefs,  in  order  to  attach  them 
to  the  interests  of  Mr.  Dubuisson,  estimated  at 

30  livres  each   160 

8  blankets,  to  bury  certain  principal  Indians,  killed 

in  the  service,  estimated  at  30  livres  each   240 

8  pr  of  leggins  for  the  same  object,  at  7  livres  10  sols 

the  pr   GO 

8  shirts  for  the  same  object,  at  10  livres  each   80 

100  lbs  tobacco  to  be  ready  to  be  given  to  the  Indians  at 

all  times,  at  4  livres  the  lb   400 

100  butcher-knives,  to  use  as  bayonets,  for  the  Indians  100 
3  lbs  Vermillion  to  paint  the  Warriors,  at  40  livres 

the  lb   120 


2,901 

I  certify,  that  I  furnished,  for  the  sendee  of  the  king,  for  the 
defence  of  Fort  de  Pontchartrain,  the  articles  mentioned  in  the 
above  statement. 

Done  at  Quebec,  Oct.  14,  1712. 

(Signed)  Dubuissox. 


1712:    INDIAN  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  LAKE  REGION. 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Father  Marest  to  Governor  de  Vaudreull; 
dated  June  21,  1712.  From  Sheldon's  Early  Hist.  Michi(jan,  pp.  299- 
305.] 

No  doubt  you  have  already  learned  the  news  of  the  recent  at- 
tack on  Detroit,  by  the  Sacs,  Foxes,  and  Mascoutins,  by  a  canoe 
sent  from  that  place.  The  Eev.  Father  Kocollot  of  Detroit  in- 
forms me  that  about  eight  hundred  men,  women,  and  children 
of  the  Foxes  and  Mascoutins  have  been  destroyed ;  yel,  in  this 
large  number,  I  presume  he  does  not  roi'l<on  forty  warriors, 
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sixty  women,  and  more  than  a  hundred  children  of  the  Mascou- 
tins,  who  are  reported  to  have  been  killed  near  the  great  river.^ 
I  only  give  tlie  report  of  others.  Sakima  is  going  to  Montreal ; 
he  and  Makisabe,  a  Pottawatomie,  who  is  also  going  down  from 
Detroit,  were  the  chiefs  principally  concerned;  they  will  give 
you  their  own  account  of  affairs. 

Although  the  number  of  the  dead  is  very  great,  the  Fox  na- 
tion is  not  destroyed.  There  still  remain  a  great  number  of 
them  near  the  [Green]  Bay — some  say  there  are  two  hundred 
Wt.rriors,  besides  those  who  have  gone  to  the  Iroquois.  Their 
brotliers,  the  Kickapoos,  to  whose  villages  ten  families  of  the 
Mascoutins  have  retired,  have  more  than  a  hundred  good  war- 
riors; the  Sacs,  eighty  men,  boatmen;  the  Puans,  sixty  brave 
men,  also  boatmen.  If  these  all  unite,  as  is  natural,  they  may 
yet  excite  terror,  especially  here.  They  would  indeed  be  truly 
formidable,  because  so  many  of  them  are  boatmen,  ^[ichili- 
mackinac  would  no  longer  be  a  place  of  safety,  as  hitherto.  It 
is  not  far  from  this  post  to  the  Bay,  and  the  savages  could  come 
here  both  by  land  and  water,  and  not  only  the  savages,  but  the 
French,"  who  were  the  first  movers  in  this  war,  luiving  joined 
with  the  Outawas  to  destroy  the  Foxes.  We  believe,  however, 
that  the  Foxes  at  the  Bay,  having  heard  of  the  attack  upon  those 
at  Detroit,  will  flee;  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
Sacs  and  Puans  will  take  the  part  of  the  Foxes  against  the 
French  and  Outawas ;  but  these  are  only  conjectures.  It  is  cer- 
tain that,  in  this  region,  there  will  always  be  cause  to  fear  an 
attack,  eitlier  from  the  savages  at  Detroit  or  at  the  Bay,  or 
from  the  Illinois.  The  French,  if  they  go,  as  is  their  custom— 
two  men  alone  in  a  boat  to  make  the  tour  of  the  lakes — will  al- 
ways be  in  danger;  for  the  Foxes,  Kickapoos,  and  ^[nscoutins 
are  found  everywhere,  and  they  are  a  people  without  pity  and 
without  reason. 

If  tliis  country  ever  needs  M.  Louviguy,  it  is  now;  the  sav- 
ages say  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  he  shouhi  conu^  for  (Jio 

1  Apparently  a  mistake  iu  translation;  reference  is  probably  Hiade  to 
the  Grand  river  of  Michigan,  flowing  into  Lake  Michigan. —  Ed. 

2  It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  meaning  of  this  sentence,  if  taken 
literally;  there  is  probably  some  error  of  omission  in  the  transcript 
from  the  original. — Ed. 
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safety  of  the  counti^,  to  unite  the  tribes,  and  to  defend  those 
whom  the  war  has  already  caused  to  return  to  Michilimackinac. 
The  Indians  of  the  great  river,  those  of  Saginaw,  and  many 
from  Detroit,  have  gone  to  Manitoulin  with  Le  Pesant.  But  if 
M.  Louvigny  returns  here,  no  doubt  they  will  all  quit  Manitou- 
lin, where  they  have  planted  but  little,  and  return  here. 

The  savages  told  me  that  all  the  Outawas  at  Detroit  would 
have  come  here,  but  for  the  recent  arrival  of  fifty  or  sixty 
Frenchmen,  who  said  they  were  soon  to  be  followed  by  hun- 
Cxi'eds  of  others.  This  news,  though  probably  not  entirely  tme, 
has  changed  the  purpose  of  many  who  wished  to  leave  Detroit, 
and  they  have  now  invited  the  Outawas  and  Pottawatomies  to 
come  and  establish  themselves  there.  Sakima  has  had  a  quar- 
rel with  all  the  Outawas,  both  here  and  at  the  great  river.  I 
do  not  know  what  course  the  Pottawatomies  will  take ;  nor  even 
what  course  those  will  pursue  who  are  here,  if  M.  Louvigny 
does  not  come,  especially  if  the  Poxes  come  to  attack  them  or  us. 

Sakima  very  much  desired  to  come  and  present  his  respects 
to  you ;  but  tlie  French  have  thought  it  best  for  him  to  remain 
for  the  safety  of  this  village.  In  his  absence,  the  enemy  might 
attack  us,  while  his  presence  would  arrest  all  such  designs,  as  he 
is  greatly  feared.  They  have  believed  it  quite  sufficient  for 
Koutaouiliboe  to  go  down  and  inform  you  of  all  tliat  has 
passed :  not  deeming  it  ex])edient  for  both  to  leave  ]\Iicliilimack- 
inac  at  such  a  time  as  this. 

July  2,  1712. 

This  morning  Koutaouiliboe  came  to  sec  me,  determined  to 
prosecute  a  German  quarrel.  ^'What  does  our  fatlier  Onoiitio 
mean?"  he  demanded.  ^'It  is  already  five  years  since  he  prom- 
ised us  M.  LouvigTiy ;  still,  he  wishes  to  deceive  us  tliis  year,  as 
he  has  done  in  all  the  others,  lie  tells  us  that  tlic  great  Onon- 
tio,  the  king,  especially  loves  his  children  of  Michilimackinac, 
yet  it  seems  that  he  abandons  them  entirely.  Forinerly,  l)oforo 
the  establishment  of  Detroit,  we  were  a  powerful  nation.  All 
the  other  nations  were  obliged  to  come  here  to  obtain  neces- 
saries, and  there  was  no  trouble,  as  there  is  now.  P\it  the  most 
savage  and  unreasonabU^  of  (he  nations,  such  as  the  Fox(\<,  Ivick- 
apoos,  Mascoutins,  ]\Iiamis,  and  oIIkm-s,  who  do  not  u^v  tho 
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canoe,  have  the  power  of  going  on  foot  to  Detroit,  in  as  great 
numbers  as  they  wish,  to  bny  their  powder  and  trouble  their 
allies.  Yet  the  French  desire  more  than  ever  to  establish  De- 
troit. 

''A  canoe  which  arrived  yesterday  from  Detroit  brought  the 
news  that  M.  de  la  Forest  had  already  arrived  with  fifty  men. 
He  had  not  come  to  remain,  but  only  came  beforehand  to  hold 
a  council  with  the  savages.  Some  time  hence  there  is  to  come 
another  French  chief,  a  young  man,  who  has  bought  all  the 
movibles  of  M.  la  jMotte,  his  plate,  his  cattle,  and  other  prop- 
erty ;  he  has  also  bought  all  the  land  of  Detroit.  This  chief  is 
to  come  with  four  hundred  French  to  build  a  city,  in  which, 
after  four  years,  they  are  to  sell  goods  at  the  same  price  as  at 
Montreal.  Only  two  canoes  are  ordered  to  come  to  Michili- 
mackinac.  It  is  also  said  that  a  few  persons  will  steal  away, 
and  come  here  to  settle.  This,  then,  is  the  preference  which 
the  French  give  to  Michilimackinac.  It  is  because  Detroit  has 
always  been  a  theater  of  war,  and  because  it  always  will  be  so, 
that  they  think  only  of  its  establishment.  Does  our  father  wish 
that  we  should  leave  a  place  of  security  like  this,  and  go  to  De- 
troit to  be  killed,  ourselves  and  our  children? 

^^If  our  father  loves  iis,  why  does  he  not  establish  us  here, 
and  give  us  him  whom  he  has  so  long  promised  us,  to  give  spirit 
to  those  who  have  it  not,  and  to  strengthen  us  against  our  ene- 
mies ?  Does  not  our  father  know  that  all  the  Outawas  of  the 
great  river  have  returned  here,  almost  all  those  of  Saginaw,  and 
many  of  those  from  Detroit,  all  except  Jean  le  Blanc,  whose 
wife  is  already  here  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  all  the  Outawas 
of  Detroit  had  already  pitched  their  canoes,  in  order  to  come 
here,  with  half  of  the  Iluroiis,  while  the  other  lialf  of  the  tribe 
were  to  go  to  the  Irocpiois,  not  considering  tliemsidvos  snfo  at 
Detroit  any  more  than  the  Sauteurs  and  the  ]\[ississagucs,  who 
all  left  that  jdace  after  the  attack  made  by  the  Foxes?  But 
when  they  received  the  news  of  the  coming  of  the  French,  thoy 
resolved  to  remain."  I  could  only  tell  him  that  you  would 
know  how  to  reply  to  liiin  when  hv  should  come  into  your  pres- 
ence. He  said  that  the  only  satisfactory  re])ly  wliich  his  fatJicr 
could  make,  was  to  grant  him  the  connnandant  who  bad  boon 
promised  long  since,  and  wlioni  he  was  now  going  to  seek. 
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Koutaouiliboe  has  also  told  me  another  fine  piece  of  news; 
that  there  was  peace  in  all  Europe,  and  that  ''the  great  Onontio 
of  the  French  had  given  one-half  of  his  children  to  the  English, 
but  that  he  had  requested  the  English  not  to  give  them  bad 
medicine."  He  said  he  was  indifferent  whether  he  went  to 
Boston  or  Montreal,  as  there  was  nothing  but  powder  at  ]\ron- 
treal,  and  that  the  French  themselves  went  to  purchase  goods 
at  the  stores  of  the  English.  Already  at  Detroit,  he  said,  they 
gave  two  hands  of  tobacco  for  a  beaver,  and  a  scarlet  blanket  for 
.Ive  or  six  beavers,  and  so  on  with  other  goods. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  which  makes  all  this  news  sus- 
picious; those  who  told  it  brought  no  letters,  and  that  makes 
many  believe  that  it  is  news  made  expressly  for  the  occasion, 
either  by  the  French  inhabitants  of  Detroit,  or  by  the  savages 
who  remain  there  in  such  small  numbers  that  they  wish  to  cause 
others  to  return  there  for  their  safety.  He  also  told  me  tliat 
M.  la  ]\Iotte  had  gone  to  Quebec,  and  that  he  told  the  people  at 
Detroit,  at  parting,  that  he  was  not  leaving  them  forever,  but,  at 
the  expiration  of  four  years,  they  would  see  him  again. ^  See 
how  the  savages  make  news  according  to  their  interests  or  in- 
clinations ! 

The  Folle-Avoines  have  made  an  attack  upon  Chagouamigon 
and  his  wife,  the  adopted  brother  and  sister  of  Durange ;  they 
have  killed  the  one,  and  carried  off  the  other.  Durange  is  com- 
ing here  to  recover  the  prisoner.  It  is  said  that  the  peo[)le  of 
Detroit  are  coming  to  make  war  against  the  Kickapoos,  and 
that  they  have  invited  the  Sauteurs  to  join  them. 

Pardon  me,  sir,  if  I  bring  you  only  savage  news ;  Koutaouili- 
boe will  be  able  to  tell  you  some  other.  He  will  be  sure  to  make 
you  remember  that  he  is  the  only  one  wlio  has  observed  your 
words;  and  that  he  had  reason  to  tell  you  hist  year,  that  all  your 
children  would  forget  them  as  soon  as  they  shouhl  be  beyond  the 
region  of  Montreal,  and  would  not  fail  to  kill  each  (^hcr.  T 
am,  with  profound  respect,  sir, 

Your  very  humble,  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  J".  ^Iarest, 
  Of  tJic  Society  of  Josiij^. 

iLamothe-Cadillac  was  appointed,  in  1711,  governor  of  Louisiana,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Dubiiisson  as  commandant  at  Detroit. — Ki). 
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1712:    ANOTHER  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SIEGE  OP  DETROIT.  ' 

[Translated  from  Collection  de  Manuscrits  relatifs  d  la  Nouvelle- 
France  (Quebec,  1883),  pp.  622-625;  authorship  ascribed  to  Gaspard 
Chaussegros  de  Lery,  chief  engineer  of  Canada.] 

About  the  month  of  August,  the  Iroquois  chiefs  came  down 
to  Quebec,  and  were  regaled  at  the  palace  by  Monsieur  d'Aigre- 
mont.  A  few  days  afterward,  we  were  informed  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Renards  at  Detroit,  but  we  did  not  learn  the  details  of  the 
aJair  until  long  afterward.  It  is  well  to  know  that  when  Mon- 
sieur de  Lamotte  was  at  Detroit,  wishing  to  attract  the  trade  of 
all  the  nations  to  his  post,  he  sent  collars  to  the  Mascoutins  and 
QuiyquapouSj  to  invite  them  to  form  a  village  there,  and  offered 
them  a  location  for  it.  They  accepted  this  proposal,  and,  hav- 
ing come  thither  to  the  number  of  forty  families  erected  a  fort 
there  in  the  place  assigned  them.  As  that  nation  [the  Re- 
nards]  is  both  feared  and  hated  by  the  other  tribes,  on  account 
of  its  people's  arrogance,  the  others  began  to  stir  up  a  conspir- 
acy against  those  who  were  settled  at  Detroit ;  and  actually,  in 
1712,  when  Sieur  de  Buisson  was  commandant  at  that  place, 
the  Huron  and  Outaouac  conspirators,  to  the  number  of  about 
nine  hundred  men,  arrived  at  the  French  fort.  That  command- 
ant opened  the  gate  to  them ;  they  quickly  entered  the  fort  and 
ascended  the  bastions,  Avhich  connnanded  the  Renard  fort,  and 
fired  many  volleys  of  musketry  at  the  Renards. 

One  of  the  Renard  chiefs  spoke  aloud,  addressing  the  French' 
in  the  following  tei-ms:  ''What  does  this  mean,  my  Father? 
Thou  didst  invite  us  to  come  to  dwell  near  thee;  thy  word  is 
even  now  fresli  in  our  ])ouclies.  Ami  yet  thou  declarest  war 
against  us.  What  cause  have  we  given  for  it?  !^^y  Father, 
thou  seemest  no  longer  to  remciniber  tliat  tlioro  luv  im  nations 
among  those  whojii  thou  callest  thy  children  wlio  liave  not  wet 
their  hands  with  the  blood  of  Frenchmen.  I  am  ihc  only  one 
whom  thou  canst  not  reproach ;  and  yet  thou  art  joining  our 
enemies  to  eat  us.  But  know  that  the  Renard  is  immortal ;  and 
that  if  in  defending  myself  1  shed  the  blood  of  Frenchmen  my 
Fath(u-  cannot  reproach  me.''  Tliere  were  also  many  oilier 
points  in  his  speech. 
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The  conference  finislied  (or  rather  interrupted)  by  the  dis- 
charge of  muskets;  the  Kenard  replied  to  them  quite  sharply, 
and  labored  night  and  day  in  digging  pits  in  their  {oi%  in  order 
to  place  their  families  in  those  places  to  shelter  them  from  the 
firearms.  On  the  fourth  day  the  Renard,  finding  that  his  pro- 
visions were  beginning  to  fail,  again  addressed  the  French,  in 
these  tenns :  ''My  Father,  I  do  not  speak  to  thee ;  I  speak  to 
those  women  who  are  hidden  in  thy  fort,  and  tell  them  that,  if 
they  are  as  brave  as  they  say  they  are,  they  will  send  out  eighty 
of.  the  best  warriors ;  I  promise  them,  and  thou  slialt  be  the  wit- 
ness, my  father,  that  I  will  oppose  to  them  only  twenty  war- 
riors, and  that  if  the  eighty  conquer  these  men,  I  consent  to  be 
their  slave.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  twenty  overcome  the 
eighty  warriors,  the  latter  shall  be  our  slaves.''  Xo  response 
was  made  to  any  of  these  propositions,  save  by  a  volley  of  mus- 
ket-shots, which,  however,  killed  no  one. 

When  the  eighth  day  arrived,  the  Eenards,  utterly  en- 
feebled,— for  they  had  passed  six  days  without  any  food, — 
departed  from  their  fort  at  night,  with  their  families,  but  were 
not  discovered. 

The  men  in  the  French  fort  had  been  accustomed,  at  day- 
light, to  fire  many  musket-volleys  at  that  of  the  Renards,  who, 
for  their  part,  replied  in  like  manner;  but  on  that  day  they  no 
longer  fired  their  guns,  which  aroused  in  the  besieged  a  curios- 
ity to  go  to  the  Renard  fort,  where  they  found  no  one.  Imme- 
diately the  chiefs  demanded,  from  Monsieur  de  Buisson,  Sieur 
de  Vincennes  and  a  number  of  Frenchmen  to  head  tlieir  march 
in  pursuit  of  the  Renards.  As  the  latter  were  famished,  they 
directed  their  course  to  a  sort  of  peninsula,  in  order  to  feed 
upon  the  her])age ;  and  they  could  only  be  reached  l)y  a  defile 
which  they  carefully  guarded.  At  last  the  Detroit  party 
reached  that  ])lace,  and  closed  the  ])ath  to  the  Renard  fort;  and 
there  was  firing  on  both  sides.  The  Reiuird,  seeing  tliat  he  was 
shut  in,  again  s})oke,  addressing  Sieur  de  Vincennes,  who  had 
already  summoned  them  to  surrender:  "T  will  surri>nder  my- 
self; answer  me  at  once,  my  Father,  and  tell  me  if  tliere  is  quar- 
ter for  our  families.  Answer  me."  Sieur  de  Vinoennos  caUed 
out  to  them  that  he  granted  their  lives  and  safety.  As  soou  a3 
the  Renard  laid  down  his  weapons,  and  wliiK^  hv  was  goiug  to 
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meet  the  allies,  in  an  instant  his  people  were  surrounded ;  and 
all  the  Renards  were  cut  in  pieces  before  they  could  regain  their 
weapons.  The  women  and  children  were  made  slaves,  and  most 
of  them  were  sold  to  the  French. 

Thus  perished  the  Renards  whom  Monsieur  de  Lamotte  had 
brought  to  Detroit.  As  soon  as  the  Maskoutins  and  Quiyqua- 
pous  of  the  large  villages  learned  of  this  deed,  they  sent  many 
war-parties  into  the  field — some  to  La  Baye,  others  to  Detroit, 
and  to  all  the  routes  of  travel.  They  caused  all  the  other  na- 
tions to  take  to  flight,  as  the  latter  did  not  dare  to  remain  at  the 
enemy's  approach ;  this  went  on  until  Monsieur  de  Louvigny  be- 
sieged them  in  their  fort,  where  they  were  well  entrenched ;  but 
they  were  compelled,  by  the  bombs  fired  at  them,  to  surrender, 
their  lives  being  spared ;  this  was  granted  them  by  Monsieur  de 
Louvigny  despite  the  wishes  and  advice  of  the  other  nations, 
who  wished  to  exterminate  them. 


1713:    REESTABLISHMENT  OF  MICHILIMACKINAC. 

[Memorial  written  by  the  Intendant  of  Canada;  1  dated  at  Quebec,  Sept. 

20,  1713.] 

It  appears  from  the  letter  of  Father  Marest,  missionary  of 
the  Society  of  Jesus,  dated  July  10^^,  1712,  that  the  post  at 
Michilimackinac  had  been  abandoned  since  tlie  establishment 
of  Detroit,  but  it^s  rccstablishment  would  be  useful  to  the  col- 
ony ;  and  that  M.  Louvigny  is  expected  there  to  gather  the  sav- 
ages together,  which  will  be  easily  accomplished,  as  they  have 
great  confidence  in  him.  M.  Lignery,  in  his  letter  of  the  20th 
of  July  last,  also  states  that  it  is  necessary  that  Michilinuickiuac 
should  be  reinforced  with  a  garrison  of  trained  soldiers,  with- 
out which  no  commandant  could  succeed.  There  are  at  present 
at  tliat  post  about  forty  deserters,  who,  in  all  their  conduct,  only 
consult  their  own  interest    He  expresses  great  impatience  for 

iThis  was  Claude  Michel  Begon;  his  term  of  office  was  from  August, 
1712,  to  August,  172G.— Ed. 
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the  arrival  of  M.  Louvigny,  feeling  assured  that  he  will  not 
come  without  a  garrison.  M.  Lignery  says  the  allied  nations 
have  gone  to  war  with  the  Foxes,  and  he  will  give  the  result  of 
the  expedition  when  they  return. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  war  among  the  nations  requires 
much  attention  at  present,  as  no  action  can  be  taken  in  the  mat- 
ter till  the  final  result  is  known.  Let  us  now  examine  the  ad- 
vantages which,  there  is  reason  to  hope,  will  be  derived  from 
the  reestablishment  of  Michilimackinac,  and  whether  it  is  best 
to  send  M.  Louviguy  there  with  troops,  or  without.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  troops  cannot  be  sent  there  at  present,  because  their 
expenses  for  clothing  and  other  necessaries  would  be  very  great, 
and  there  is  no  order  from  the  king  for  such  an  outlay.  Xor 
does  it  seem  best  to  send  M.  Louvigny  without  troops,  as,  by  the 
letter  of  M.  Lignery,  it  appears  that  the  principal  object  of  the 
journey  of  M.  Louvigny  would  be  to  bring  a  garrison  with  him, 
that  he  might  be  able  to  overcome  the  forty  coureurs  des  bois, 
who  will  remain  masters  there  as  long  as  there  are  no  troops. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  it  seems  far  better  that  the 
journey  of  M.  Louvigny  should  be  deferred  until  spring.  If 
he  should  attempt  the  journey  this  fall,  he  must  leave  between 
this  and  the  15th  of  next  month — and  should  he  be  two  months 
in  ascending  the  river,  as  the  canoes  were  last  year,  he  would 
not  reach  Michilimackinac  before  the  15th  of  November.  The 
savages  would  then  be  hunting,  and  would  not  return  till  May^ 
when  they  come  to  plant  their  corn ;  and  not  till  then  could 
M.  Louvigny  hold  a  council  with  them  concerning  the  affairs  of 
the  colony. 

M.  Louvigny  could  not  undertake  the  journey  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. Provisions  and  clothing  for  himself  and  the  trooj)s,  and 
presents  for  the  savages,  would  require  a  considerable  sum,  and 
tliere  are  at  present  no  funds,  the  storehouses  arc  empty,  and 
all  kinds  of  merchandise  are  very  dear,  lly  wailing  until 
spring,  he  would  be  able  to  supply  himself  from  the  stores 
which  ITis  Majesty  will  send  this  autumn.  Besides,  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  journey  of  M.  ]>ouvigny  being  tlic  reestab- 
lishment of  Michilimackinac — which  lias  Ihmmi  delayed  until 
the  peace,^  because  it  was  not  considered  ex|H'dient  \o  wraken 

iThe  treaty  of  Utrecht,  ratified  April  H,  1713.— Ed. 
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the  colony  during  tlie  war — it  seems  necessary,  before  proceed- 
ing further,  to  know  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty.  There 
must  necessarily  be  great  expense  incurred  for  the  officers,  for 
the  gan-ison,  and  in  presents  to  the  savages;  and  if  the  project 
meet  His  Majesty's  approbation,  he  will  appropriate  funds  for 
that  purpose. 

Michimilimackinac  might  be  reestablished  without  expense  to 
His  Majesty,  either  by  surrendering  the  trade  of  the  post  to. 
such  individuals  as  will  obligate  themselves  to  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses of  twenty-two  soldiers  and  two  officers,  to  furnish  muni- 
tioi-.^  of  war  for  the  defense  of  the  fort,  and  to  make  presents  to 
the  savages.  Or,  the  expenses  of  that  post  might  be  paid  by  the 
sale  of  permits,  if  the  king  should  not  think  proper  to  gi^ant  an 
exclusive  commerce.  It  is  absolutely  necessaiy  to  know  the 
wishes  of  the  king  concerning  these  two  propositions ;  and  as 
M.  Lignery  is  at  Michilimackinac,  it  will  not  be  any  greater 
injury  to  the  colony  to  defer  the  reestablishment  of  this  post, 
than  it  has  been  for  eight  or  ten  years  past. 

The  conduct  of  the  coureurs  des  bois  is  an  evil  which  has 
lasted  a  long  time,  and  we  must  learn  whether  the  king  will 
grant  them  a  general  amnesty,  or  punish  them  according  to  the 
rigor  of  the  ordinance,  which  is  corporal  punishment  and  the 
confiscation  of  their  goods.  Until  this  decision  is  made,  their 
trading  at  Michilimackinac  will  not  injure  the  colony  any  n:iore 
than  if  they  pursued  the  same  course  elsewhere.  It  seems  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  prevent  the  savages  from  going  to  trade  with 
the  English,  where  goods  are  cheaper  than  they  are  at  Montreal, 
that  our  goods  should  be  can-ied  to  them.  Therefore,  though 
the  coureurs  des  bois  deserve  punishment  for  disobeying  the 
orders  of  the  king,  no  doubt  the  trade  Avhich  they  carry  on  with 
the  nations  is  advantageous  to  the  colony.  This  trade,  during 
tlie  war,  has  brought  beaver  and  other  furs  to  ^Montreal  that 
would  otherwise  have  gone  to  the  English,  had  there  l>een  710 
French  in  tlie  upper  countiy.  Besides,  the  principal  object 
being  to  prevent  any  intelligence  passing  between  the  Outnwas 
and  Iroquois,  the  French  should  carry  all  that  tho  savages  might 
need,  lest  they  be  attracted  to  the  English,  first  by  necessity,  and 
iifterward  by  the  cheapness  of  llieir  goods;  and  it  Ix^ng  ini]ios- 
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sible  to  prevent  their  going,  the  fur  trade  in  Canada,  which  is 
our  principal  dependence,  would  be  ruined.  The  savages  would 
also  array  themselves  against  us  in  the  first  war,  as  they  always 
take  the  part  of  those  with  whom  they  trade. 


1713-14:    FOXES  ARE  UNRULY  AND  LAWLESS;  SHOULD  BE 
DESTROYED;  FRENCH  RENEGADES. 

'  [Extracts  from  letter  of  Vaudreuil  and  Begon  to  the  Minister;  dated 
Nov.  15,  1713.  Original  MS.  is  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies, 
Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  34,  c.  11,  fol.  4."] 

Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  would  have'  wished  to  send  last  spring 
Sieur  de  Louviguy  to  Michilimaquina  to  bring  about  a  peace 
between  the  outaois  and  other  nations  of  the  upper  country,  or 
to  have  the  war  against  the  Renards  continued,  Ixicause  he  has 
a  good  deal  of  influence  among  these  nations.  Sieur  de  Vau- 
dreuil apprehended  that  this  delay  might  have  a  bad  effect,  and 
that  those  nations  might  go  to  deal  with  the  English ;  M.  Begon 
who  admitted  the  utility  of  this  voyage,  believed,  however,  that 
he  could  not  employ  any  of  the  means  that  have  been  proposed 
to  him  for  so  doing. 

■K-  -x-  «  *  -K-  -K-  *  * 

The  Kenards  being  the  conmion  Enemies  of  all  the  nations  of 
the  upper  country,  it  is  absolutely  necessaiy  to  take  all  possible 
measures  for  destroying  them,  as  they  hav^e  but  recently  killed 
at  detroit  three  Erenchmen  and  five  hurons.  That  act  obliged 
the  hurons  to  send  here  [Quebec]  six  of  their  people,  in  their 
name  and  that  of  the  Miamis,  to  ask  for  help;  and  to  request 
that  the  Erench  join  with  them  to  obtain  satisfaction  —  as  other- 
wise they  will  find  themselves  very  clost^ly  confined  to  fori  Punt 
cliartrain  at  detroit,  and  in  fear  of  having  their  heads  broken 
every  time  they  leave  it.  This  new  outrage  on  the  part  of  the 
Ilenards  (who  last  spring  at  the  baye  des  pmintes  killed  one 
TEpine,  a  Erenchman)  makes  it  ai)])arent  that  it  is  no  longer 
possible  to  deal  gently  with  that  mil  ion  wilbont  incnri'ing  the 
contempt  of  all  the  others,  wlio  are  inrornuHl  of  wi*oug3 
done  lis  by  the  Kenards. 


1713-14] 
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We  can  not  better  succeed  in  this  enterprise  than  by  obliging 
the  French,  to  whom  licenses  are  granted  to  come  at  an  ap- 
pointed time  to  ]\Iichilimaquina,  which  will  be  the  gathering- 
point  both  for  the  French  and  the  savages  to  make  war  on  the 
renards.  We  can  also  oblige  each  one  of  those  to  whom  a  li- 
cense is  granted  to  furnish,  before  departing,  50  lbs.  of  powder 
and  100  lbs.  of  bullets  to  the  warehouse  at  ]\Iontreal.  The 
latter  will  furnish  to  his  Majesty  the  munitions  of  war  neces- 
sary for  this  enterprise,  which  can  thus  be  executed  without 
expense  to  his  Majesty,  since  those  holding  these  licenses  \vill 
go  at  their  own  expense.  They  indemnify  themselves  therefor 
by  trading  the  merchandise  they  carry  with  them,  which  they 
can  do  as  soon  as  the  Enterprise  against  the  Renards  is  accom- 
plished. 

To  increase  the  number  of  the  French  in  this  expedition,  it 
appears  necessary  that  his  Majesty  should  be  pleased  to  grant 
an  amnesty  to  all  the  coureurs  de  bois  (to  the  number  of  100, 
more  or  less),  on  condition  that  they  go  to  Michilimakina  to 
join  the  other  French  and  the  savages,  and  make  war  on  the 
Renards,  under  the  command  of  the  officers  charged  with  tliia 
expedition.  This  reason,  together  with  the  conjuncture  of  the 
peace,  appears  very  reasonable  for  the  granting  of  this  am- 
nesty, and  it  is  moreover  for  the  good  of  the  Colony  to  make 
them  return  thither;  whereas,  if  His  Majesty  does  not  grant 
them  this  favor,  they  might  resolve  to  remain  always  in  the  up- 
per country,  and  perpetuate  themselves  there,  imj^orting  mer- 
chandise from  this  colony  through  the  savages,  and  perhaps 
using  them  also  to  get  some  from  the  English.  Thus  those  men 
would  be  lost  to  this  country,  which  so  urgently  needs  them, 
and  those  coureurs  de  Bois,  no  longer  lioping  for  pardon,  might 
abandon  themselves  to  grievous  extrcmitios.  The  most  natu- 
ral Rendezvous  for  the  expedition  against  the  Renards  is  !Mick- 
ilimaquina,  wliich  is  the  centre  and  resort  of  all  the  nations. 

These  licenses  will  produce  a  good  Effect  among  the  nations 
of  the  upi)er  country,  on  account  of  the  great  quantities  of  mer- 
chandise that  will  be  carried  to  them ;  that  will  keep  them  from 
going  to  seek  goods  among  the  English,  as  they  will  find  at 
home  all  that  they  need.     They  will  produce  at  the  samo 
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time  great  advantages  for  this  colony  on  account  of  the  abun- 
dance of  furs  that  will  be  brought  hither,  which  will  allow  the 
dealers  who  buy  them  to  return  to  France,  and  consequently 
to  bring  to  us  a  still  larger  quantity  of  merchandise.  It  is  so 
important  to  make  war  with  the  Renards  promptly,  and  to 
transport  merchandise  into  the  upper  country,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  savages  from  resorting  to  the  English  that  Messieurs 
Vaudreuil  and  Begon  beg  you,  Monseigneur,  to  deign  to  make 
known  the  intentions  of  his  ]\Iajesty  regarding  the  matter  by 
th-e  first  fishing- vessels  leaving  France  for  Plaisance^  or  for 
Cape  breton;  and,  meantime,  should  your  orders  not  be 
promptly  enough  received,  they  beg  you  to  approve  the  exe- 
cution of  their  design.  de  Ramezay"  can  explain  to  you, 
Monseig-neur,  the  importance  of  this  affair. 


[Part  of  a  letter  from  Claude  de  Ramezay  to  tbe  Minister;  dated 
Sept.  18,  1714.3  Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  fol. 
354.] 

The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  Monsieur  begon,  after  hav- 
ing attentively  examined  the  situation  of  the  outoua  savages, 
have  considered  it  indispensable  to  make  war  on  the  Keynars, 
who  still  Continue  to  make  incursions  among  the  other  outoua 
nations.  Last  winter  they  destroyed  several  cabins  at  the  illi- 
nois,  and  killed  several  hurons  at  detroit;  so  that  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  lakes  and  the  inland  tribes  are  purposing  to  destroy 
them.    They  had  assembled,  last  year,  to  the  number  of  800 ; 

iThe  French  name  for  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland.  Cf.  also,  p.  240, 
note,  ante. — Ed. 

^Claude  de  Ramezay  was  a  French  officer  (of  Scottish  dcscrnt)  who 
came  to  Canada  about  1685.  His  military  ability  gained  him  rapid  pro- 
motion, until  he  became  (1699)  commander  of  the  royal  troops  in  the 
colony,  and  (1703)  governor  of  Montreal  — holding  tbe  latter  post  until 
his  death,  Aug.  1,  1724.  Ramezay  was  also  acting  governor  of  Canada 
during  1714-16,  while  Vaudreuil  was  absent  in  France.  For  sketch 
of  his  life,  see  Revue  de  Montreal.  1878.  pp.  381-389  — Ed. 

3 The  copy  of  this  document  from  which  our  translation  is  made,  is 
dated  1711;  but  internal  evidence  shows  that  it  must  have  been  writ- 
ten in  1714.— Ed. 
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but,  as  the  savages  are  not  adapted  for  long  Expeditions,  except 
when  they  are  sustained  and  animated  by  Frenchmen,  this  has 
led  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  Monsieur  begon 
to  beg  you,  Monseigneur,  to  obtain  from  His  Majesty  an  am- 
nesty for  the  deserting  Frenchmen,  on  condition  that  they  will 
obey  Monsieur  de  Louvigny  and  other  officers  ordered  to  carry 
out  this  Expedition.  I  will  have  it  announced  to  them  that  all 
the  rigor  of  the  King's  ordinance  will  be  visited  upon  those 
who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  clemency  which  you  have 
liar'  the  goodness,  Monseigneur,  to  obtain  for  them  from  His 
Majesty,  to  Expiate  the  fault  of  which  they  have  been  guilty. 

It  is  Certain  that  the  reynars  have  no  retreat  except  among 
the  muscoutins  and  the  chicapoux,  and  that  all  the  other  sav- 
*age  nations  are  against  them  and  are  much  more  numerous; 
that  if  the  puants,  folles  avoines,  sakis,  and  malominis  have 
not  declared  themselves  openly  against  them,  it  is  because  they 
are  the  Reynars'  nearest  neighbors ;  and  that  if  they  once  de- 
clared themselves,  and  we  did  not  immediately  move  to  their 
assistance,  tliis  proximity  woidd  be  very  dangerous  for  them. 
This  is  the  language  used  by  Oulamex,^  one  of  the  principal 
chiefs  of  these  four  nations,  last  July,  to  the  ^Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil, who  was  assured  that  they  would  join  the  other  savages 
and  the  French  whenever  persuaded  that  it  is  our  earnest  in- 
tention to  destroy  them,  or  to  humiliate  them  in  such  manner 
that  they  can  not  again  trouble  tlie  other  savage  nations  in  the 
future.  Far  from  running  the  Kisk  of  losing  this  commerce, 
as  you  do  me  the  honor  of  suggesting,  ]\Ionseigneur,  we  ensure 
it  by  this  means,  as  well  as  the  repose  and  peace  of  all  these 
nations. 

To  be  assured  of  this  truth  it  is  only  necessary  to  Examine 
the  pitiable  situation  of  the  savage  nations,  who  arc  dying  of 
hunger  in  their  cabins,  not  daring  to  leave  them  to  go  hunting 
on  account  of  their  well-grounded  fear  that  the  Ticynards  will 
destroy  them  all,  one  after  the  other.  The  merchants  will  have 
a  gloomy  confirmation  of  this,  this  year,  on  seeing  how  little 
peltry  has  come  down  to  Michilimakinac.    It  might  oven  l>e 

1  Perhaps  the  same  as  Wilamak,  name  of  a  Pottawattomle  chief  men- 
tioned In  2V.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  646.— En. 
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Feared  that,  if  we  remain  any  longer  inactive,  as  we  have  done 
for  the  past  two  years,  it  may  slacken  the  ardor  of  some  of 
these  savage  nations  and  lead  them  to  take  the  Eeynards'  side ; 
and  that  we  may  get  no  satisfaction  for  the  acts  of  hostility 
which  they  have  committed  against  the  French.  This  impu- 
nity will  render  iis  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  other  na- 
tions. After  much  reflection  on  the  part  of  Monsieur  the  Mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil  and  of  Monsieur  Begon  in  regard  to  this 
w^ar,  they  have  evidently  recog-nized  that  tliey  could  not  refrain 
from  undertaking  it,  without  Eisking  the  alienation  of  part  of 
the  savages  and  the  loss  of  the  trade.  They  see  that  they  must 
set  out  to  march  against  the  Reynards  to  reduce  them,  in  order 
to  teach  the  savages  that  one  cannot  insult  the  French  with 
impunity ;  and  to  show  them,  besides,  that  the  latter  join  with 
them  to  ensure  their  repose  and  enable  them  to  hunt  unmolested 
in  future. 

It  is  even  Disadvantageous  that  ^llonsieur  de  louvigny  did 
not  arrive  early  enough  to  go  thither  this  autumn ;  to  remedy 
this,  I  have  agreed  with  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  to 
send  two  boats  this  fall  (one  to  Monsieur  de  Lignei*y  at  Michili- 
makinac,  and  the  otlier  to  detroit),  to  re-assure  all  these  savage 
nations,  and  to  notify  the  Frencli  fugitives  to  join  in  this  Expe- 
dition next  summer, — in  case  the  reynards  do  not  take  the 
proper  steps  for  making  an  advantageous  pence  with  the  consent 
of  all  the  nations, —  arms  in  hand,  and  witli  all  ])0ssible  dignity. 
I  Avill  give  orders  in  conformity  with  tliis  to  de  Louvigny 
when  he  sets  out  next  summer. 

Ilis  presence  is  not  only  necessary  at  ]\Iichilimakinac  for  this 
Expedition,  but  I  have  learned,  tlirough  Sieur  de  Yiviie,  who  com- 
mands among  tlie  Illinois,  that  Sieur  do  bounnont,  and  two  men 
named  bisaillon  and  bourdon,  lead  a  life  not  only  sonmlnlous 
but  even  Criminal  in  many  ways.  In  the  first  ])lace  they  have 
opposed  the  project  of  Sieurs  de  liette  and  de  Vinscnne,  which 
was  to  make  ])eace  l)(^tween  tln^  illinois  and  the  myaniy.  These 
gentlemen  state  that  they  would  have  succeeded  in  this  bui.  for 
the  obstacles  raised  by  these  seditious  men,  who  have  fomented 
dissension  between  these  two  nations.  This  ])eace  is  all  the 
mor(!  nec^essary,  as  we  ho])e  that  th(\v  will  rnrni>h  nearly  tift(vn 
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hundred  men  against  the  reynards,  whose  iiTeconcilable  Foes 
they  are,  which  has  led  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and 
Monsieur  Begon  to  adopt  the  most  suitable  Expedients  for  gain- 
ing success. 

Sieurs  de  bourmon,  bisaillon,  and  bourdon  are  still  more 
Criminal,  in  the  design  Avhich  they  have  conceived  of  introduc- 
ing the  English  of  Carolina  to  the  Illinois,  which  I  have 
learned  by  the  Letters  of  the  Reverend  Father  deville  (Jesuit 
missionary  among  the  savages  of  that  nation)  and  by  a  letter 
of  Sieur  deliette,  who  commands  there;  they  both  write  that 
these  Frenchmen  live  reprobate  lives.  As  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  seize  these  men  in  so  distant  a  country,  Monsieur  the  Mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil  hopes,  Monseigneur,  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  obtain  orders  from  his  Majesty  to  lay  hands  on  them,  w^hen- 
ever  a  favorable  occasion  offers,  as  being  guilty  of  lese-majeste. 

If  we  let  them  carry  out  their  projects,  it  is  to  be  Feared  that 
they  may  draw  aw\iy  from  the  Illinois  a  part  of  the  other 
Outoua  nations  into  the  interests  of  the  English  of  Carolina,  for 
both  commerce  and  war.  Judge  from  that,  Monseigneur,  of 
the  condition  to  which  this  colony  would  be  reduced ;  since  we 
and  these  nations  when  united  have  difficulty  in  maintaining 
ourselves  during  war,  judge  in  what  manner  they  would  act  if 
war  were  declared,  wdien  they  are  aided  by  their  former  Ene- 
mies. 


1714:    PLANS  FOR  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  THE  FOXES. 

[Part  of  a  letter  from  Vaudreuil  and  Begon  to  the  French  Minister; 
dated  Sept.  20,  1714.  Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  document,  but 
fol.  288  (228?).] 

Sieurs  do  Vaudreuil  and  Ecgon  have  Conferred  with  Sitnirs 
de  Eamezay,  do  Louvigny,  de  la  forest  and  Daigremont  regard- 
ing the  j)lan  to  be  followed  for  ending  the  war  willi  tlie  l\cn- 
ards.  They  consider  that  the  first  move  to  l>e  nuuh^  in  tliia 
matUsr  is  to  take  measures  for  arranging  a  \)ci\ce  between  tho 
miainis  and  the  Islinois,  because  tlioso  two  Nations  arc  numer- 
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OUS  and  ha'/e  aiwa^^  fxieri  Znermies-  of  rL^  lieLirdi  —  ajuinst 
whom  they  do  not,  liou'ever^  make  war,  1/eing  restrained  hy 
their  mutual  fear,  since  thej  are  only  three  or  four  days  distant 
from  each  other.  For  this  reason  we  cannot  induce  them  to 
send  detachments  against  the  Eenards  until  they  have  been 
united  by  a  reliable  peace;  and  to  bring  this  about  we  have 
agreed  to  send  them  presents  this  very  autumn,  which  will  be 
addressed  to  Sieur  Desliettes  for  the  Islinois,  and  to  Sieur  de 
Vincennes  for  the  oyatanon  miamis.  And,  as  those  two  nations 
seem  to  desire  peace,  it  is  believed  that  it  will  not  ])e  difficult 
for  Sieurs  Desliettes  and  de  vincennes  to  reestablsli  a  friendly 
understanding  between  them.  The  presents  for  the  miamis 
w^ll  be  sent  to  detroit  to  Sieur  de  La  forest,  who  will  deliver 
them  to  Sieur  do  vincennes  without  expense;  and  the  presents 
for  the  Islinois  will  be  sent  to  ]\Iicliilimakina  to  Sieur  de  Lig- 
nery,  who  in  like  manner  will  deliver  them  to  Sieur  Desliettes. 

Sieur  de  Yaudreuil  is  now  sending  to  Micliilimakina  Sieur 
de  St.  Pierre  de  Kepentigny,^  a  Lieutenant,  to  carry  thither  the 
presents  intended  for  the  Islinois,  and  he  will  give  orders  to 
Sieur  de  Ligiiery  to  persuade  the  savages  of  Micliilimakina,  as 
well  as  those  of  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  huron,  to  make  war 
in  every  possible  way  against  the  Renards,  early  in  the  spring, 
as  soon  as  Sieur  de  Louvigny  shall  arrive. 

Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  is  also  despatching  Sieur  Dupuy  to  carry 
to  detroit  the  presents  intended  for  the  miamis,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  quantity  of  provisions  that  will  be  necessary  for  Exe- 
cuting the  plan.  Those  two  officers  will  se I've  for  this  Expedi- 
tion. 

The  season  being  too  far  advanced  for  Sieur  de  Louvigny  to 
be  able  to  go  up  to  Michilimaquina  tliis  year,  with  the  detach- 
ment of  twenty  men  who  are  to  form  the  garrison,  thoy  will  set 
out  early  in  spring  with  powder,  Bullets,  and  Merchandise,  both 
for  making  presents  to  the  Savages  and  for  securing  peace  or 
war,  as  may  seem  to  the  purpose. 

1  Reference  is  here  made  probably  to  Jean  Paul  le  Oardeur  de  St 
Pierre,  born  1661,  a  grand-nepliew  of  Jean  Nioolot.  Le  Gardour  w;ia 
long  actively  engaged  in  Indian  and  Nortliwrstorn  affairs;  the  dato  of 
his  death  is  not  known. —  Ed. 
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Sieur  de  Loiivigiiy  will  take  with  hiiii  Sieurs  de  rEscliaillons, 
Captain; La  Perriere,  Lieutenant ; and  de  Contrecoeiir, Ensign — 
wliom  Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  has  cliosen  as  the  men  best  suited  for 
this  enterprise.  And  to  recompense  these  officers  for  the  expense 
incurred  in  getting  there,  Sieurs  de  Vandreuil  and  Begon  allow 
them  a  boat,  in  order  that  there  may  accrue  no  expense  to  the 
King  for  their  journey ;  and  they  allow  two  boats  to  Sieur  de  St. 
Pierre  de  Repentigny,  on  condition  that  lie  meet  all  the  expenses 
necessary  to  deliver  to  Sieur  Desliettes  the  presents  intended  for 
the  Islinois.  They  also  allow  Sieur  ])upuy  two  boats,  on  con- 
dition that  he  carry  to  detroit,  in  addition  to  the  presents  in- 
tended for  the  miamis,  the  merchandise  which  will  be  entrusted 
to  him  to  use  in  buying  all  the  provisions  necessary  for  this 
enterprise.  These  provisions  Sieur  de  Louvigny  will  send 
from  Detroit  to  ]\[ichilimakina  by  the  same  boats  that  will  con- 
vey the  Soldiers  in  early  spring;  that  will  cause  no  delay  as 
regards  the  arrival  of  these  boats  at  Micliilimakina,  because 
they  can  leave  Montreal  two  weeks  earlier  than  those  which  will 
leave  to  go  direct  by  the  great  [Ottawa]  river.^ 

It  has  been  agreed  that,  in  order  to  reestablish  the  authority 
of  the  King  and  tlie  honor  of  the  French  nation  in  the  upper 
country,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  take  all  needful  measures 
for  making  war  there,  so  that  the  Savage  iSTations  who  learn  of 
this  may  not  doubt  that  we  have  this  design — especially  as  we 
have  for  several  years  given  them  to  understand  that  we  were 
fully  decided  upon  it. 

However,  Sieur  de  Louvigny  intends  to  employ  eveiy  possible 
means  to  make  for  the  Savages,  our  allies,  a  glorious  and  advan- 
tageous peace.  Accordingly,  on  his  arrival  at  ]\[ichilinudvina, 
he  will  learn  from  Sieur  de  Lignery  what  disposition  all  the 
Savage  Nations  have  toward  the  Kenards ;  and  in  lU'cord  with 

iThe  boats  with  the  sohliers  for  Detroit  would  follow  the  route  of 
the  Great  Lakes;  those  going  direct  from  Montreal  to  Mackinac,  would 
proceed  by  way  of  the  Ottawa  and  Mattawan  rivers.  Lake  Nipissing. 
and  French  river,  into  Georgian  Bay  of  Lake  Huron  —  Uie  old  water- 
way followed  by  Nicolet  and  the  early  French  travelers.  One  would 
infer  from  this  document  that  the  river  route  was  two  weeks"  shorter 
than  by  the  lakes. — Ed. 
21 
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what  lie  learns  concerning  their  attitude  toward  making  peace, 
and  the  Satisfaction  that  may  be  required  of  them  (both  for  our- 
selves and  for  the  Savage  Nations  that  have  been  wronged),  if 
they  appear  disposed  as  we  desire,  there  shall  be  question  of 
nothing  further  than  of  making  presents  for  Covering  the  dead, 
and  of  Kecovering  the  Slaves  that  may  have  been  taken  on  either 
side. 

But  if  the  Eenards  persist  in  their  insolence,  Sieur  de 
Louviguy  will  resolve  on  w^ar  against  them.  He  expects  on  his 
aiTival  at  Michilimakina  to  find  letters  from  Sieur  de  La 
forest,  by  which  he  will  be  informed  concerning  the  number 
of  savages  at  detroit  upon  whom  he  can  count ;  and  also  Letters 
from  Sieur  de  vincennes  infonning  him  of  the  attitude  of  tlie 
miamis  toward  this  war  and  of  the  number  tliat  can  be  assem- 
bled ;  and  he  will  arrange  with  Sieur  de  la  forest  the  time  and 
place  for  assembling  the  Savages  of  detroit  and  the  miamis.  He 
further  expects  to  find  on  his  arrival  at  Michilimakina  Letters 
from  Sieur  Desliettes  reporting  the  effect  produced  by  the  pres- 
ents sent  to  him  for  tlie  Islinois,  and  the  Sentiments  entertained 
by  them. 

Sieur  de  Vaudreuil  has  given  the  proper  orders  to  Sieur  de 
Louvigny,  and  has  written  to  Sieur  de  Lignery  to  send  immedi- 
ately the  Scioux  to  try  to  break  off  the  peace  which  they  have 
made  with  the  Renards,  and  to  persuade  them  to  refuse  the  lat- 
ter an  asylum  among  them.  He  has  also  given  orders  to  Sieur 
de  Lignery  to  infonn  all  the  Courcurs  de  Bois  that  the  King  has 
condescended  to  grant  them  amnesty  on  condition  that  they 
come,  by  St.  John's  day  at  latest,  to  ^Michilimakina,  where  they 
will  receive  orders  from  Sieur  de  Louvigny  for  making  war 
against  the  Renards;  while,  in  case  they  fail  to  profit  by  this 
favor,  tliey  will  be  punished  in  accordance  witli  tlie  Kigxn'  of  tho 
law. 

These  French,  having  assembled  with  an  the  Savages  who 
have  been  invited,  will  form  a  considerable  force,  with  which 
Sieur  de  Louvigny  will  March  to  the  Village  of  the  Renards  to 
attack  them  there ;  and  if  they  do  not  stay  in  their  forts  lie  will 
cut  their  corn,  Burn  their  Cabins,  and  Kncani]^  on  tho  ground. 
As  the  Renards  will  not  find  it  easy  to  obtain  provisions  when 
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assembled,  they  will  be  obliged  to  disperse  in  order  to  hunt; 
and  Sieur  de  Louvigny  will  have  then,  pursued  and  harassed 
by  different  parties  that  he  w^ill  send  after  them. 


1714:    MEMOIR  ON  DETROIT;  PLEA  FOR  TROOPS. 

["Supposed  to  have  been  written  by  Captain  de  la  Forest,"  is  E.  B. 
O'Callaghan's  note  on  this  document.] 

It  is  for  the  King's  glory  and  the  interest  of  the  Colony  to 
preserve  the  post  of  Detroit,  for  divers  reasons. 

The  first  and  principal  is,  that  if  that  post  be  abandoned,  the 
English  would  render  themselves  masters  thereof,  as  it  is  sepa- 
rated only  by  Lake  Ilerie  [Erie]  from  the  Iroquois,  the  near 
neighbors  of  the  English,  who  have  already  made  two  attempts 
to  seize  it,  and  to  fonn  an  establishment  there,  by  means  of 
which  they  would  cari*y  on  the  whole  trade  with  all  the  Indian 
nations  our  allies.  The  first  was  in  1G8G,  when  they  sent  7 
Englishmen  from  Orange  with  5  Abenaki  Mohegans  {Loups), 
to  sound  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  as  tc  whether  these  would 
be  glad  to  receive  them  the  following  year,  Avhen  they  would 
bring  some  goods;  and_,  in  fact,  they  did  perform  their  promises 
to  the  Indians  in  1G87,  but  were  met  by  the  Erench  who  were 
marching  by  de  Denonvillc's  orders  against  the  Iroquois. 
The  Frencli  and  Indians,  to  the  number  of  800  men,  who  had 
set  out  from  Detroit  and  other  posts  occupied  by  the  French, 
to  join  de  Denonville  at  the  Senccas  on  the  borders  of  Lake 
Ontario,  encountered  J)2  canoes,  in  wliicli  were  GO  Englishmen 
and  some  Mohegans  who  liad  gone  from  Orange  with  morchau- 
dise  to  trade  at  the  ])etroit  Avith  the  Outaois  and  Uni'ons,  then 
at  llichilimakina ;  the  whole  of  their  goods  were  plundered  and 
distributed  among  the  Indians  and  Erench,  as  contrjiband  and 
in  tlie  possession  of  a  people  without  a  ])assport  eitbi>r  from  tlie 
King  or  from  the  Governor-general  of  New  Kraiii'(\  The 
parties  were  sent  to  Fort  Frontenac,  where  tliey  roniiiincd  until 
the  return  of  M"*  de  J)enonville,  who  transferred  thorn  to  Qne- 
bec — whence  after  a  detention  of  three  weeks,  he  sent  them 
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back  to  Orange.  Since  that  time,  the  post  of  Detroit  has  been 
established,  which  has  prevented  llie  English  presuming  to  send 
out  a  new  expedition. 

The  second  reason  is,  that  the  Kixig,  preserving  this  post  with 
a  garrison,  would  afford  means  to  prevent  any  movements  the 
Iroquois  might  make,  and  the  engagements  they  might  enter 
into  with  the  Indians,  our  allies,  either  as  emissaries  of  the  Eng- 
lish or  on  their  own  account. 

The  third  reason  is  that,  if  Ave  have  war  with  the  Iroquois, 
Detroit  may  keep  them  in  check,  l)ecause  between  that  post  and 
them  there  is  only  Lake  Ilerie  by  which  they  can  be  attacked, 
as  in  1GS7,  when  all  the  old  and  new  grain  of  the  Iroquois  was 
destroyed ;  that  this  post  would,  moreover,  furnish  sufficient  pro- 
visions to  the  French  and  Indians  who  might  assemble  there 
preparatory  to  going  to  war  against  the  Iroquois. 

The  fourth  reason  is,  that  the  preservation  of  this  post  is  of 
importance  for  the  proposed  cstablishmeni  at  Jilichilimakina, 
since,  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  up  to  this 
time,  more  than  SOO  viinots  of  Indian  corn  have  been  exported 
from  Detroit;  and  the  more  Michiliniakina  will  augment,  as 
the  land  there  is  poor  and  does  not  produce  corn,  of  the  more 
consequence  is  it  that  some  Indians  remain  at  Detroit  to  culti- 
vate the  soil,  which  is  good  th(jreabouts,  particularly  for  Indian 
corn. 

These  reasons  will  show  the  necessity  of  fortifying  that  post 
and  of  garrisoning  it  with  20  soldiers,  one  sergeant  and  an  otii- 
cer,  under  the  orders  of  tlie  (^onnnandant;  this  wouhl  be  suhi- 
cient  both  to  gmird  the  fort  and  to  ])revent  tlie  Coureurs  de  bois 
going  thither. 

There  are  two  mod(^s  of  defraying  this  ex})ense  without  any 
cost  to  the  King.  First,  to  give  up  ihe  trade  al  this  jwst  ex- 
clusively to  the  olHcer  in  eomiiiand  there,  as  is  th(^  case  at  pres- 
ent, on  condition  of  his  (k'fraying  all  the  necessary  chargxvs,  even 
the  presents  for  managing  tlu^  Indians  who  come  [o  trade  tluM-e; 
whence  it  follows  that  tlu*  conditions  luMx^lofore  imposi>vl  bv 
M.  de  la  Motlic  on  divers  ])rivate  j)ersons  ean  no  longer  exist,  aa 
these  cannot  derive  therefrom  any  further  adv:intage  tlian  tliat 
of  carrying  on  trade  there  to  tlu^  ])rejudice  of  the  (^onuuandant 
who  must  meet  all  the  (^x|>eiises  thereof. 
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These  settlers  are  unable  to  improve  any  grant  of  lanJ^  as 
tliey  possess  no  other  retreat  and  asylum  there  than  the  fort; 
for  were  any  houses  without  the  fort,  they  would  be  exposed  to 
be  burnt,  and  their  occupants  to  be  killed ;  even  the  Hurons  and 
Outawas  are  each  in  their  fort,  like  the  French;  and  the  Pou- 
touatamis,  who  have  not  as  yet  had  time  to  erect  one,  have  taken 
shelter  betAveen  the  French  and  Huron  forts,  and  they  often 
have  alarms  which  oblige  them  to  ])ut  their  wives  and  children 
into  the  French  fort.  Therefore,  ]M.  de  la  Mothe's  idea  of  es- 
tablishing a  colony  there  is  impracticable,  and  incompatible  with 
the  exclusive  trade  his  ]\[ajesty  [has  conferred]  on  the  Com- 
mandant of  that  post,  Avhich  is  not  to  be  governed  otherwise  than 
Fort  Frontenac,  where  there  were  formerly  some  settlers  whom 
the  Iving  obliged  to  abandon  said  place;  and  if  it  be  his  Ma- 
jesty's intention  that  the  Commandant  of  Detroit  enjoy  the 
trade  of  that  post  as  the  King  enjoys  that  of  Fort  Frontenac,  it 
is  necessary  that  the  settlers  who  remain  only  in  the  fort  have 
orders  to  abandon  it. 

When  Sieur  de  La  Mothe  undertook  this  establishment,  his 
Majesty  granted  him  150  soldiers,  whose  pay  and  clothing  were 
provided  by  the  King.  Sieur  Dclaforest,  who  desires  to  be  in 
a  position  to  defend  this  ])ost  as  he  ought,  requires  from  his  ^Ma- 
jesty only  twenty  soldiers  and  one  serjeant,  witli  their  pay  and 
clothing,  which  he  will  receive  at  Quebec  without  any  charge 
for  transi)ortation,  and  these  soldiers  will  not  cost  his  Majesty 
any  more  than  his  other  troops  in  garrison  in  that  country,  and 
would  render  his  Majesty  very  good  service  there,  it  not  being 
fitting  for  an  officer  who  has  the  honor  to  command  for  the 
King  in  a  fort  ^50  leagues  from  Quebec,  in  the  centre  of  the 
Indian  nations,  to  be  alone  and  without  troops. 

The  second  mode  would  be,  that  his  !^^ajosty  sluMild  mmingo 
this  fort  on  his  own  account,  as  is  the  case  with  Fort  Frontenac, 
It  is  indifferent  to  Sieur  Dclaforest,  who  has  no  other  view  in 
this  command  than  to  acquit  himself  to  his  ^fajesty's  satisfac- 
tion. 

These  two  plans  can  be  ap])licd  equally  to  the  establislunent 
of  ]\Iichilimakina,  which  is  still  less  suited  to  the  establishment 
of  a  colony  than  Detroit,  the  soil  Inung  so  jioor  that  it  does  not 
produce  Wheat,  and  so  little  Indian  Covu  that  tlu^  n^sident  In- 
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dians  of  the  place  are  every  year  so  very  sliort  of  food  that  they 
are  obliged  to  scatter  themselves  along  the  Lakes,  where  they 
live  partly  on  fish,  and  on  small  berries  called  hluets,^  which 
are  very  common  in  that  country. 

But  if  the  free  trade  of  licences  be  established,  exclusive 
trade  can  no  longer  exist  at  Detroit  either  for  the  King  or, the 
Commandant;  and  in  that  case  his  Majesty  will  not  be  subject 
to  any  extraordinary  expense  for  the  Officer  and  the  twenty 
soldiers  who  will  be  in  that  fort,  because  the  officer  will  be  satis- 
fied with  his  allowances,  and  the  soldiers  with  their  pay,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  privilege  of  trading  which  they  will  enjoy. 

Done  at  Quebec,  the  first  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fourteen. — N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  86G,  8G7. 


1714-15:    INTRIGUES  OP  ENGLISH  AND  ixiOQUOIS  AMONG 
WESTERN  TRIBES;  FOXES  SLAY  FRENCHMEN. 

[Extracts  from  letters  of  Ramezay  and  Begon  to  French  Minister; 
dated  Oct.  23  and  Nov.  12,  1714.  Original  MSS.  are  in  archives  of 
Minist§re  des  Colonies;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  34, 
c.  11,  fol.  362,  364."] 

The  Reynards,  Ouyatanons,  mascoutins,  and  Kinapoux  have 
recently  gone  to  Invite  the  Irokois  to  join  with  them  against  us 
and  the  Outaoua  nations.  Those  who  are  settled  at  detroit, 
having  been  informed  of  this  embassy,  went  to  ask  them  for  an 
explanation  of  it.  Their  policy,  or  the  fear  they  have  that  this 
might  make  an  impression  on  my  mind,  has  led  them  to  send  a 
representative  here  with  three  Collars.  I  send  herewith  a  re- 
port of  their  speeches  and  of  the  rej)ly  made  to  tliem  in  my 
name  by  Monsieur  de  Longucuil,  whereby  you  will  recognize 
that,  as  far  as  ap})earances  go,  they  do  not  wi^h  to  make  any 
decision  for  the  present.  However,  there  is  no  ground  for 
doubting  that  they  are  ill-disposed  toward  us,  but  will  not  let 
this  appear  until  they  find  a  favorable  occasion. 

QUEBEKIE 
Oct.  23,  1714. 

^-  -x-  ■;<■  -x-  -x-  * 

iThe  common  blueberry  {Vaccinium  Canadcnsr) . — Ko. 
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Since  that  time  we  have  had  ^Tews  from  orange  that  a  mis- 
sissagiies  Savage  had  reported  there  that  five  boats,  in  which 
were  twelve  Frenchmen  (including  a  Jesuit  brother,  who  had 
left  Michilimakina  on  Aug.  15,  to  go  to  Islinois  to  the  mission 
of  Father  de  ville,  eJesuit),  had  been  destroyed  by  a  party  of 
Eenards  near  chicagou. 

This  new  outrage  leads  us  to  judge,  Monseigneur,  that  they 
are  but  little  disposed  to  listen  to  proposals  of  peace,  and  that 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  force  them  to  this  by  arms;  because,  if 
we  remain  inactive,  they  will  become  more  and  more  Insolent. 
They  will  also  alienate  the  Savages  our  allies,  either  through 
fear  or  by  the  instigation  of  the  English — who  are  attempting 
by  every  possible  device  to  introduce  themselves  among  the 
outaois  nation,  having  sent  them  Collars  and  presentc  by  a  cer- 
tain Itacougik,  a  mississagua  savage,  sent  as  their  Emissary  to 
induce  them  to  act  according  to  their  intentions.  This  led 
Sieurs  Ramezay  and  Begon  to  take  all  the  measures  necessary 
for  tlie  execution  of  the  project  Explained  in  the  joint  letter  of 
Sept  20 ;  and  they  will  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  on 
the  outcome  of  this  enterprise,  to  which  they  will  give  their 
whole  attention. 

Monsieur  de  la  forest,  the  captain  Commanding  at  the  fort 
of  detroit,  died  on  the  16th  of  last  month,  and  Monsieur  de 
Sabrevois^  will  replace  him,  according  to  your  orders;  but  he 
can  not  set  out  until  next  spring,  which  will  occasion  no  diffi- 
culty, as  Sieur  Dubuisson,  a  captain,  is  there  at  present. 


[Extracts  from  letters  of  Ramezay  and  Begon  to  the  French  Minister; 
dated  Sept.  13  and  16,  1715.  Source,  same  aa  that  of  preceding  docu- 
ment, but  vol.  35,  c.  11,  fol.  3,  71.] 

The  news  which  was  brought  last  year  from  orange  to  Mon- 
treal that  12  Frenchmen,  including  a  Jesuit  brotlier,  who  had 
set  out  in  five  boats  from  Michilimakina,  on  August  15  of  said 
year,  to  go  to  Islinois,  to  the  mission  of  FatJier  do  Ville,  a 

1  Jacques  Charles  de  Sabrevols  de  Bleury,  an  officer  in  the  Canadian 
troops,  was  commandant  at  Detroit  from  1714-17.  Two  of  hla  sons 
were  also  prominent  in  military  and  Indian  affairs. — Ed. 
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Jesuit,  had  been  cut  oft  by  a  party  of  Eeuards  near  cliicagou,  did 
not  prove  to  be  tnie.  But  Captain  Dubuis.son  (avIio  has  re- 
turned from  Detroit,  since  Sieur  de  Saljrevois  went  up  tliere) 
has  reported  to  us  that  in  the  month  of  June  hast,  a  French 
boat,  in  which  there  were  five  men,  carrying  corn  to  Miclnli- 
makinak,  was  Surprised  b}^  a  boat  of  22  Renards,  wlio  killed 
these  Frenchmen.  The  latter  defended  themselves  bravely, 
killing  three  Renards  and  wounding  several  others.  This 
makes  us  judge  that  they  still  persist  in  their  Insolence,  and 
that  the  authority  of  the  King  and  the  honor  of  the  French  Xa- 
tion  can  only  be  reestablished  in  the  u])per  couutry  after  w^e 
liave  aroused  ourselves  to  make  w^ar  against  the  Eenards,  and 
liave  struck  some  blows  that  will  oblige  them  to  sue  for  ]")eace. 

According  to  the  jdan  formed  with  ^Monsieur  the  marquis  de 
vaudreuil  for  this  w^ar,  Fxplained  in  the  joint  letter  of  Sept.  20 
of  last  year,  Monsieur  de  Louvigny  was  to  go  up  to  Michili- 
makina,  to  end  this  affair  by  making  war  or  peace,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  exigencies  of  the  case;  but  he  became  ill  last  win- 
ter, and  was  for  that  reason  absolutely  unable  to  nnike  this 
expedition.  This  has  made  us  resolve,  ]\ronseigneur,  to  charge 
with  the  execution  of  this  project  ^lonsieur  de  Lignery,  tlie 
captain  in  command  at  llichilimakina,  who  appears  to  liave 
all  the  necessary  qualities  for  acquitting  himself  of  it  with  Suc- 
cess, being  of  all  the  ofhcers  in  this  coiuitry  the  best  httod  for 
this  Expedition,  with  the  exception  of  Sieur  de  Louvigny. 

For  the  execution  of  this  project  Lieutenant  de  St.  Pierre 
and  Ensign  Dupuy  set  out  last  fall  —  the  former  with  the  ])re3- 
(nits  for  the  Islinois,  and  the  latter  with  those  for  the  miamis. 

Sieur  de  St.  Pierre  has  informed  us  tliat  he  was  obliged  to  go 
into  winter-quarters  at  the  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  because  liis 
boatmen  fell  ill  with  measles;  and  he  jirrivcd  at  mirliilimakinu 
only  at  the  end  of  last  May.  Sieur  Dupuy,  not  tlnding  Sie\ir 
dv  la  forest  at  detroit,  wliere  he  arrivcnl  last  autumn,  hinjself 
carried  to  the  miamis  and  oyatanons  tlu^  presents  drstiniMl  for 
them,  lie  arrived  there  in  the  month  of  danuary  la^l  an.l 
found  the  nnamis  of  the  babiclic'  disposcMl  to  make  war  on  llie 

iSo  ill  our  transcript,  made  in  Paris  from  original  MS.;  but  probably 
an  error  of  the  copyist  for  Wabachc  (Wabash ) —Ed. 
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Kenards;  and  lie  has  also  induced  tlie  oyatanons  to  make  the 
same  resolve,  although  they  Avere  not  inclined,  according  to  the 
statements  Avhich  Sieur  de  Eamczaj  has  the  honor  of  sending 
you,  and  the  report  which  he  makes — to  Avage  Avar  on  the  Ee^ 
nards. 

He  sends  you  also,  Monseigneur,  a  letter  from  Sieur  de  Vin- 
cenne,  who  informs  him  of  the  peace  made  hetweeu  the  miamis 
and  oyatanons  and  the  Islinois,  and  of  their  readiness  to  make 
war  on  the  Renards,  of  whom  they  have  put  to  death  three,  in- 
cluding the  son  of  the  Eenard  chief  Tonnere  Thunder"]. 

Besides  the  officers  designated  by  ]\[onsieur  the  marquis  de 
Vaudreuil  for  this  Expedition,  Sieur  de  Eamezay  sent  Lieuten- 
ant de  ]\raunoir,  his  eldest  son,  and  Ensign  Dadoncour,  second 
son  of  llonsieur  de  Longueuil,^  who  desired  to  share  in  it.  We 
hope  tliat  the  good-will  they  have  shoAvn  in  going  will  have  a 
beneficial  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  Savages,  who  will  feel  flat- 
tered at  seeing  that  we  send,  to  serve  with  tliem  in  this  war, 
the  children  of  the  commandant  of  this  country  and  of  Mon- 
sieur de  Longueuil,  who  has  gTcat  influence  among  them. 

Sieurs  de  Maunoir  and  Dadoncour  left  Montreal  last  Apnl, 
with  Sieur  de  Sabrevois,  commandant  at  fort  l^ntcliartrain  at 
Detroit,  and  arrived  there  on  June  15.  In  conformity  with 
tlieir  orders  from  Sieur  de  Ramezay,  they  assembled  all  the  sav- 
ages settled  at  that  place,  to  deliberate  regarding  the  most  suit- 
able post  to  serve  as  a.  Rendezvous  for  the  Nations  of  the  South. 
It  was  decided  in  this  Council  that  Sieurs  de  Maunoir  and 
Dadoncour  should  go  with  the  miamis,  Oyatanons  and  Islinois 
to  cliicagou — where,  in  case  they  arrived  lirst,  they  were  to 
await  the  Savages  of  detroit,  who  are  to  go  there  by  land,  liunt- 
ing  in  order  to  spare  their  provisions.  When  they  are  nil  as- 
sembled there,  they  are  to  set  out  against  the  fort  of  tlio  Re- 
nards, distant  about  05  leagues  from  CTiicagou;  they  can  reach 
the  fort  from  that  })lace  in  about  Seven  days.  They  will  ix-gii- 
late  the  time  of  their  departure  from  cliicagou  so  as  to  arrive 
at  tJie  fort  of  the  Renards  at  the  (Mid  of  >Vugust.  Sieur  d(j 
Lignery  will  likewise  assemble  the  FrtMich,  with  oulaois 

1  Charles  Lemoine,  second  of  that  nanio.  and  baron  i\o  Lonpiiouil:  a 
brother  of  Iberville. —  Ed. 
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and  the  Savages  of  the  Xorth,  who  are  at  Michilimakina  and  its 
vicinity;  and  he  will  set  out  with  them  for  the  fort  of  the 
Renards,  distant  from  Michilimakina  about  80  leagues.  He 
can  reach  it  by  boat  in  5  or  6  days,  regulating  also  the  time  of 
His  departure  from  Michilimakina  so  that  he  also  may  arrive  at 
the  fort  at  the  end  of  August.  It  was  agreed  in  the  council  that 
the  first  corps  reaching  the  fort  should  only  invest  it,  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  second  corps,  which  will  enable  tliem  to 
attempt  its  capture  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  best  to  Sieur 
de  Lignery. 

As  soon  as  the  Council  was  over,  ]\[onsieur  de  Sabrevois  sent  a 
boat  to  Michilimakina  to  Inform  Sieur  de  Lignery,  who  sent 
Sieur  do  St.  Pierre  to  Detroit  to  learn  more  precisely  the  Re- 
sult of  this  Council — which  he  must  have  done  soon  after,  as 
Sieur  de  St.  Pierre  went  thither  and  returned  without  delay. 

Sieurs  de  JMaunoir  and  Dadoncour  left  Detroit  on  the  23rd  of 
last  June,  to  visit  the  miamis.  Sieur  de  Sabrevois  reports  that 
they  arrived  there  on  the  3rd  of  last  July.  Accordingly,  they 
have  all  tlie  time  necessary  for  assembling  the  miamis,  oyatan- 
ons,  and  Islinois,  and  for  taking  the  measures  agreed  upon  for 
this  attack. 

Lieutenant  de  la  Perriere  left  Montreal  last  April  to  go  to 
Michilimakina,  and  thence  among  the  Scioux,  to  Invite  them 
not  only  to  refuse  refuge  to  the  Renards  but  also  to  join  us  in 
making  war  upon  them. 

Captain  D'Eschaillons,  Lieutenant  Lanour,  and  Ensign 
Belcstre  (who  has  taken  the  place  of  Ensign  Contrecoeur,  who 
has  been  very  sick  for  the  last  six  montlis)  left  ^lontreal  last 
May,  with  a  sergeant  and  20  soldiers  who  are  to  form  the  garri- 
son at  Michilimakina.  Sieur  de  Raniezay  thought  that  they 
ought  not  to  start  sooner,  because  the  Rendezvous  for  beginning 
hostilities  was  fixed  for  the  end  of  August,  and  they  would  have 
uselessly  consumed  provisions  which  are  very  scarce  there;  and 
he  expected  them,  besides,  to  arrive  early  iMiough  for  (he  Expe- 
dition. 

Learning  last  spring  that  they  were  witliout  corn  at  detroit, 
we  had  some  bought  from  the  Iroquois  by  Sieur  do  Joucaire  who 
went  among  them  with  Monsieur  de  Long\ieuil.    They  bought 
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300  Miiiots,  wliicli  were  carried  to  Micliilimakina  by  the  Sol- 
diers of  that  garrison,  by  the  French  settlers  whom  we  allowed 
to  go  up  there  to  Sei-ve  in  this  Expedition,  and  by  tlie  resident 
Savages  Avho  accompanied  them.  Sieur  Dupuy  conveyed  from 
the  miamis  to  Detroit  130  minots — which,  added  to  the  quan- 
tity which  the  liurons  at  Detroit  have  promised  to  furnish,  and 
the  supply  which  Sieur  de  Lignery  writes  that  he  will  get  from 
the  Baye  dcs  Puans,  will  suffice  for  this  Expedition. 

These  measures  and  the  good-will  of  the  officers  and  of  all 
those  who  have  gone  up  to  ]\Iichilimakina  for  this  war  give  U3 
gTOunds  for  expecting  a  successful  issue,  of  which  we  impa- 
tiently await  news,  that  w^e  may  have  the  honor  of  reporting 
the  same  to  you. 

Sieur  de  Ramezay,  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  Mon- 
sieur the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  at  the  end  of  lust  May  sent 
Monsieur  de  Longueuil  with  Sieur  de  Joncaire  to  tliree  Iro- 
quois villages,  viz. :  the  Sonontouans,  Goyogouans,  and  Xon- 
taes,^  having  been  Invited  to  do  so  kist  year  by  the  five  Iroquois 
villages.  He  reported  on  His  return  that  he  had  never  found 
them  so  haughty.  They  had  been  joined  by  savages  coming 
from  Carolina,  witli  whom  they  amount  to  about  3000  men 
bearing  arms.  One  of  their  i)arty  returning  from  the  tetes 
plattes  killed,  near  the  Islinois  village  of  Rouensac,"  one  Isli- 
nois,  wounded  another,  and  brought  to  the  Sonontouans  eight 
women  or  girls  of  this  nation  as  prisoners.  Monsieur  de  Long- 
ueuil represented  to  them  that  the  Islinois  were  the  children  of 
onontio,  and  did  all  he  could  to  induce  them  to  turn  over  to 
him  those  eight  women,  to  send  them  home ;  but  he  could  only 

iSeiiecas,  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas. — Ed. 

2The  tribe  thus  joining  the  Iroquois  was  the  Tuscaroras.  rarhilly  al- 
lied to  the  former,  from  whom  they  separated  probably  late  In  the 
sixteenth  century;  the  Tuscaroras  pushed  farther  southward,  finally 
reaching  North  Carolina,  where  they  dwelt  until  the  time  referred  to 
in  our  text.  For  account  of  Iroquois  origin  and  migrations,  see  W.  M. 
Beauchamp's  Origin  of  N.  Y.  Iroquois  (Oneida,  1889).  The  Chorokeos, 
Chickasaws,  and  some  other  Southern  tribes  were  called  Tctcs  plattes 
("Flat  heads")  by  the  Iroquois. 

Rouensac  was  the  name  of  an  influential  Illinois  chief;  the  village 
here  mentioned  was  that  known  later  as  Kaakuskia.— Ed. 
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obtain  one,  the  eldest,  Avlioni  lie  sent  to  detroit  Avitli  orders  to 
Sienr  de  Sabrevois  to  send  her  back  to  ller  village.  The  Iro- 
quois gave  her  a  collar  to  invite,  in  their  name,  the  chiefs  of  that 
village  to  come  to  get  the  Seven  others,  ^vhom  they  have  dispersed 
in  their  five  villages.  Their  refusal  to  give  up  to  ^Monsieur  de 
Longiieuil  those  seven  Avomen,  and  the  Collar  which  they  have 
sent  to  the  Islinois,  give  ground  for  fearing  that  the  Englisli 
may  have  acted  in  concert  with  them,  and  may  obtain  the  seven 
women  from  those  Savages,  to  restore  them  .0  the  Islinois ;  and 
may  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  gain  over  the  Islinois,  in  mak- 
ing them  believe  that  they  have  more  influence  than  we  among 
the  Iroquois.  Monsieur  de  Longiieuil  believes  that  the  latter 
have  done  this  act  with  the  ])urpose  of  bringing  on  a  war  with 
our  allies,  which  is  still  more  "[)lausible. 

While  he  Vv'as  among  the  ]^^ontaes  | OiioiidagasJ,  an  Envoy 
from  ^Ir.  hunter,  governor  of  New  york,^  arrived  to  declare 
to  them  in  his  name  that  a  large  number  of  English  would 
shortly  arrive  in  their  village  to  build  a  fort  and  establish  a  gar- 
rison, with  an  envo^^  Sieur  de  J-ongueuil  thereupon  told  them 
that  it  was  hardly  probable  that  the  English  liad  come  to  this 
decision  without  being  first  assured  of  the  consent  of  the  })rinci- 
pal  cliiefs  of  their  village.  They  denied  this,  but  he  does  not 
doubt  that  they  are  acting  in  concert  with  the  Juiglish  in  tliis 
matter,  because,  after  he  had  done  every  thing  })ossible  to  dis- 
suade them,  they  answered  that  they  would  hold  a  council  and 
decide  what  must  be  done. 

It  can  not  be  doubted  that  the  English  are  going  to  buihl  this 
fort  with  a  view  to  extending  their  connnerce  in  the  upj)er 
country,  which  is  all  the  more  objectionabk>  as  it  seems  that,  by 
the  fifteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peac(\  lliese  five  villnges 
are  adjudged  l^]ngllsh  territory  —  altluuigh  \\\vvv  villages  of 
the  Sonontouans,  goyogouans,  and  Xontaes,  which  are  situated 
on  Ivivers  running  into  Lake  Ontario,  an«l  eonse(|iiently  int»>  the 
river  St.  J^awrence,  ouglil  for  this  reason  to  be  e.tn-i(h'red  as 
being  in  territory  under  FreiK  li  deminatiiui,  if  the  boundaries 
of  th(^  u])p(>r  country  were  (hMeniiined  by  iIk^  lu  ight  of  Lands 

lOon.  Robert  Hunter,  governor  of  the  colony  funu  1710  to  17r.>.— Kd. 
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[water-slied],  beginning  at  the  Source  of  the  orange  [iruil>on] 
river,  which  belongs  to  the  English. 

Monsieur  de  Longnenil  has  I'eported  also  that  ^lassias  and 
grand  terre/  nontaes  chiefs,  wlio  uj)  to  the  present  time  have 
always  espoused  our  Interests,  have  been  gained  over  l)v  the 
English. 

However,  this  trip  to  tlie  Iroquois  country  has  led  'Mv. 
liuntor  to  believe — as  he  writes  to  Sieiir  de  Iianiezay  in' his 
letter  of  July  Dth  last,  which  he  will  have  the  honor  of  sending  to 
you — that  Sieur  de  Longueuil  had  gone  there  with  propositions 
from  the  King  to  tliose  five  Xations  to  build  a  fort  in  their  coun- 
try, and  to  Invite  them  to  join  him  in  making  war,  whicli  he 
regards  as  an  infraction  of  the  last  treaty  of  peace.  To  this 
Sieur  de  Ramezay  has  replied  that  he  had  no  orders  from  His 
Majesty  for  building  a  fort  among  the  Xontagues,  nor  any  in- 
tention of  Inviting  the  Iroquois  to  go  to  war,  but  that  ^Monsieur 
de  Longueuil  had  visited  them  because,  being  of  their  Cabins," 
they  had  Invited  him  last  year  to  come  and  see  tliem  as  he  was 
accustomed  to  do. 

Father  de  Ville,  the  Jesuit  missioiuiry,  and  Sieur  de  Vin- 
cenne  write  also  to  Sieur  de  Ramezay  that  the  English  of  Caro- 
lina, are  trying  iii  every  possible  way  to  draw  toward  lluMnsclves 
the  Savage  I^ations  of  the  South,  by  nu^ms  of  the  Iroquois;  and 
Sieur  Begon  has  the  honor  of  reporting  to  yon,  ]\lonseigneur, 
what  Father  Mermet,  a  Jesuit  missionary  of  the  Isliuois,  writes 
about  the  enterprises  of  the  English  on  the  oual)eche  [Wabash] 
River  and  on  the  mississi])y,  where  they  are  building  three  forts. 

This  had  led  Sieur  de  Rtamezay  to  give  orders  to  Sieur  de 
Maunoir,  his  son,  to  instigate  the  savages  to  refuse  to  listen  to 
tlie  propositions  of  the  Englisli ;  and,  so  far  as  possible,  ind\UH^ 
tliem  to  consent  that  the  French  may  pillage  the  English  who 
are  found  in  territories  wliieli  belong  lo  us  ^incc  llie  Establish- 
ment of  the  ( \)lony. 

-X-         -X-         ■;<-         -x-         -x-         -x-  -^^ 

lA  French  epithet  (meaning  "Broad  Land")  hostowod  wvow  .\n  on- 
ondiiga  chief  named  Ouhensiwan. —  l^n. 

rdference  to  the  Indian  custom  of  adoption  into  the  tribe,  which 
was  extended  to  white  men  whom  its  momhors  wished  to  honor.— Ed. 
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I  have  had  the  honor,  Monseigneur,  of  reporting  to  you,  by 
tlie  ship  ^'La  providence,"  the  motives  which  led  Monsieur  de 
Louvigny  to  ask  for  a  number  of  Frenchmen,  in  order  to  end 
the  enterprise  against  the  reynards  to  the  gloiy  of  the  King. 
Since  that  time  Sieur  de  Louvigny  has  presented  a  requisition 
to  Monsieur  begon  and  myself,  in  which  he  indicates  that  he  is 
no  longer  satisfied  with  the  three  Canoes  which  Monsieur  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  Monsieur  begon  had  gTanted  him 
for  making  this  expedition  at  his  own  expense  without  any  cost 
to  tlie  King — as  you  have  been  informed,  monseigiieur,  by  the 
joint  letter  of  Messieurs  de  Vaudreuil  and  begon  of  September 
20th  last. 

As  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  has  for  a  long  time 
led  the  savages  to  exjDect  him  to  go  up  there,  ]\ronsieur  begon  and 
I  have  Left  him  Entirely  Free  to  make  this  voyage  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  King;  but  Sieur  de  Louvigny,  falling  ill  this 
spring,  declared  that  he  could  not  undertake  it. 

I  was  infonned  last  April,  monseigneur,  by  a  letter  written 
to  me  by  Sieur  de  Vinsenne,  that  peace  had  been  made  between 
the  ouyatanons  and  miamis,  and  the  ilinois.  I  have  the  honor 
of  enclosing  a  Copy,  by  which  you  ^\dll  learn,  monseigneur,  that 
in  this  treaty  of  peace  the  nations  have  agreed  to  combine  unani- 
mously to  make  war  against  the  reynards.  The  ouyatanons  did 
not  agree  to  this  until  after  the  arrival  of  Sieur  dupuy,  who 
decided  them  to  do  so,  according  to  Coj^y  of  enclosed  letter  which 
he  sent  me,  and  the  speeches  which  lie  made  to  those  savages 
and  the  answer  which  they  made  him  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
But  at  the  same  time  I  learned  that  the  com  had  failed  at  de- 
troit,  which  obliged  us  to  have  Sicair  dc.  Toncquere  buy  IU)0 
minots  among  the  yrokois,  wliich  the  Soldiers  I  have  sent  to  gar- 
rison Michilimakinak,  the  inhabitants,  and  tlio  ivsidont  savages 
who  went  up  for  the  reynards'  expedition,  t(^()k  in  ibcir  ranoea 
to  deliver  to  Sieur  de  Lignery,  commanding  at  that  post. 

I  have  also  been  informed  by  the  same  mail,  both  by  Sieur 
de  Liette  and  by  father  de  ViHe,  a  missionary  among  the 
ilinois,  that  the  English  of  the  government  of  Can.lina  had 
formed  the  design  of  introducing  themselves  among  those  na- 
tions; and,  with  this  end  in  view,  have  begun  to  biiihl  two  forts. 
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One  is  at  the  Mobille  river  (where  the  late  Monsieur  dhiber- 
ville  had  had  one  built),  which  cuts  off  communication  with 
the  Mississipy ;  the  other  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  ouabache  river, 
from  which  Sieur  du  tristene  has  retreated  to  the  missis- 
sipy, with  Monsieur  de  la  Mothe.    I  have  written  to  tlie  lat- 
ter, to  inform  him  of  the  enteq^rise  of  the  English,  so  that 
he  may  labor  on  his  side,  as  we  shall  on  ours,  to  prevent  the  ac- 
complishment of  their  designs.    They  have  made  liberal  pres- 
ents to  the  chiefs  of  those  savages ;  and  Monsieur  the  Intendant 
has  been  advised  by  the  Eev.  father  Mermet,  a  missionary  on 
the  mississipy  river,  that  the  goveraor  of  Carolina  had  asked 
the  King  of  England  for  fifteen  hundred  men  to  garrison  tliose 
forts.    That  would  utterly  Ruin  this  colony,  since,  if  they 
once  set  foot  among  the  illinois  and  Installed  themselves  with 
their  consent,  they  would  go  among  all  the  outaouet  nations, 
and  would,  in  the  beginning,  offer  so  great  advantages  to  tliose 
savages  that  they  would  attach  the  latter  to  their  interests,  botli 
in  trade  and  in  war.    This  has  induced  me  to  confer  on  the 
subject  with  Monsieur  the  Intendant,  Monsieur  de  Longoeuil, 
and  tlie  most  Experienced  officers  of  this  country.    We  have 
agreed  that  it  was  necessary,  for  the  service  of  His  ^lajesty,  to 
send  the  younger  son  of  Monsieur  de  Longoeuil  and  my  own 
eldest  son  into  that  country — both  to  persuade  the  nations  to 
carry  out  their  plan  of  making  war  on  tlie  reynards,  and  to 
induce  them  not  to  receive  the  English  among  them.  While 
awaiting  your  orders,  monseigneur,  I  have  told  Sieur  sabre- 
vois,  who  is  in  command  at  detroit,  and  my  son  also,  that  in 
case  any  English  come  to  trade  in  our  territories,  they  shall  con- 
fiscate their  merchandise,  if  they  are  strong  enough  to  under- 
take it,  and  if  the  savages  of  this  country  give  Their  cons<^nt. 

I  have  been  informed  by  Sieur  de  sabrevois,  wlio  connunnds 
at  fort  ponchartrain  at  detroit,  by  Sieur  dupuy,  and  by  u\y  sou 
that  they  assembled  the  savages  settled  at  that  post,  to  hold  a 
council  with  them.  It  was  there  agreed  that  my  son  shouhl  g(i 
to  the  myamis,  the  ouyatanons,  and  the  illinois,  to  assoniblo 
all  these  nations  at  Chieagou — wliei*e  tliere  is  abundant  game 
of  all  sorts,  and  wliere  they  can  easily  subsist  and  nuiko  a  place 
of  shelter  while  waiting  for  the  savages  from  detroit,  who  aro 
to  go  to  join  tliem  at  that  place. 
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Sicur  de  ligneiy  will  be  charged  witli  this  Expedition,  as  I 
know  no  one  else  who  is  better  fitted  for  the  enterprise,  or  who 
has  more  ascendency  over  the  savages,  excepting  Monsieur  de 
Louvigiiy.  lie  has  been  informed  of  the  decisions  of  this  coun- 
cil, and  in  confomiity  with  them  Avill  march  with  the  French 
who  are  at  Michilimakinak,  and  with  the  savages  of  those  quar- 
ters wdio  are  north  of  lake  huron ;  my  son  will  also  do  the 
same,  as  soon  as  the  savages  who  go  by  land  have  joined  liini. 
They  are  to  set  out  together  to  blockade  the  reynards  before  the 
end  of  August,  and  to  attack  them  when  all  liave  arrived.  As 
it  was  impossible  to  effect  a  junction  of  all  these  nations  at 
michilimakinak,  and  as  they  could,  moreover,  not  find  subsist- 
ence there,  since  there  are  no  provisions,  we  thought  that  the 
best  expedient  was  to  make  this  diversion. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  ]\Ionsieur  de  ligiiery,  under 
date  of  June  5th  last,  in  which  he  writes  me  that  he  will  answer 
for  subduing  that  nation,  if  they  stay  in  Their  fort.  But  he  fears 
that  they  may  take  refuge  among  the  aoyest  [lowas],  three 
hundred  leagues  from  the  place  where  they  are  settled,  and, 
after  placing  Their  families  in  security  among  that  nation,  may 
return  again  to  carry  on  the  war  and  persist  in  Their  insolence. 
For  he  has  learned  that  a  party  of  twenty-five  reynards,  in  the 
month  of  June  last,  killed  five  Frenchmen,  who  were  carrying 
com  to  Michilimakinac,  and  who  defended  themselves  with 
valor,  killing  three  reynars,  and  wounding  several  others. 

You  will  find  enclosed,  monseigiieur,  a  (.^opy  of  the  first  Let- 
ter that  I  wrote  to  Monsieur  do  Tignery,  dated  April  1st,  and  my 
reply  to  his  letter  of  June  5th  in  which  I  give  him  Entire  Lib- 
erty to  make  war  or  peace  according  to  the  circumstances,  in  con- 
formity Avith  the  arrangements  nuule  by  Monsieur  the  ]\rar(i\iis 
de  Vaudreuil  with  Monsieur  do  Louviguy  befoi*e  his  dopnrturo, 
and  with  the  orders  he  left  mo  on  end)arking  for  France.  God 
grant  that  this  afi'air  be  terminated,  in  whatever  nuuiner,  to  the 
glory  of  the  King  and  tlie  advantage!  of  the  Colony  ;  for  ollu^rwise 
the  savages — our  allies,  would  gradually  be  ali(>natcd  oitJier 
through  Fear,  or  by  the  instigation  of  the  English — who  iwc  tid- 
ing by  every  means  to  introduce  thomsclves  among  the  outhaoiia 
nations,  by  sending  Collars  and  presents  by  savages  acting  as 
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their  Emissaries,  in  order  to  induce  those  tribes  to  act  in  accord- 
ance with  their  plans.  I  hope,  monseigneur,  to  have  the  honor 
of  informing  you  of  the  outcome  by  the  last  vessels  leaving  for 
France. 

I  have  also  tlie  honor  of  reporting  to  you,  monseigneur,  the 
Messages  which  the  hurons  and  poutouatamis  sent  to  Monsieur 
the  Marquis  de  Yaudreuil,  supposing  that  he  had  not  left  for 
France,  and  the  reply  which  I  have  made,  in  his  absence;  as- 
you  will  see,  Monseigneur,  they  reproach  him  vehemently  for 
his  inactivity  during  the  last  three  years.  N'early  all  tlie  sav- 
ages of  the  Lakes  and  of  the  interior  are  of  the  same  opinion. 

You  will  also  find  enclosed,  Monseigneur,  a  Copy  of  the  or- 
ders which  I  have  given  to  my  son,  and  of  the  messages  with 
which  he  is  charged  from  me  for  the  myamis,  ouyatanons,  and 
illinois,  both  for  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  reynars  and 
for  preventing  those  nations  from  receiving  the  English  among 
Them.  I  hope,  monseigneur,  that  he  will  acquit  himself  of  his 
duty  on  this  occasion  so  as  to  deserve  the  honor  of  your  power- 
ful protection  in  behalf  of  his  advancement. 

I  have  given  orders  to  Monsieur  de  Longoeul  and  to  Sieur  de 
Joncquiere  to  go  to  the  yrokois,  in  accordance  with  those  which 
I  myself  had  received  from  Monsieur  the  ^larquis  de  Yaudreuil. 
They  have  never  appeared  so  haughty  as  they  are  at  present; 
for  they  have  been  strengthened  by  the  accession  of  a  nation  of 
savages  who  were  settled  near  Carolina  and  took  refuge  among 
them,  so  that  they  now  number  3000  men  bearing  arms.  They 
committed  last  winter  an  act  of  hostility  against  the  illinois, 
killing  one  savage  of  that  nation,  wounding  another,  and  tak- 
ing their  women  prisoners.  This  act  was  not  a  premeditated 
one  on  the  part  of  the  five  yrokois  nations,  but  was  done  by  a 
party  returning  from  the  war  against  the  testes  plattes.  But 
instead  of  hajiding  over  the  prisoners  to  Moiisicur  do  Longoeul, 
as  is  customary  when  a  hostile  act  has  been  inadvertently  com- 
mitted, they  dispersed  them  among  the  yrokois  nations  and 
gave  up  only  one  to  Monsieur  de  Longouil.  He  sent  hi^r  back 
to  tlie  Ilinois  with  a  collar  from  tho  Yrokois  to  the  chiefs  of 
tliat  nation,  by  which  they  invite  them  to  come  and  gi^t  tho  n^st; 
but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  English  may  secure  tlie  captives, 
22 


322 


WISCONSIN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS.     [vol.  xvi 


and  thus  make  it  known  that  they  have  more  influence  with  the 
savages  than  we  do.  They  have  also  maltreated  a  savage  of  the 
mission  at  the  sault  au  recollet  by  making  him  a  Eunuch. 
Moreover,  an  Englishman  came  to  the  nontaes,  while  Monsieur 
de  Longoeul  was  there,  to  announce  to  the  five  yrokois  Nations, 
in  the  name  of  the  governor  of  manaht  [Manhattan,  or  New 
York],  that  he  would  soon  arrive  with  a  large  number  of  men, 
to  build  a  fort  at  that  place  and  establish  a  garrison.  We'  can 
but  conclude  from  this  that  they  are  employing  every  means,  in 
every  direction,  to  encroach  on  this  colony  and  to  come  to  carry 
on  the  fur  trade  with  the  savages,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  mer- 
chants of  this  counti-y.  There  is  even  reason  to  Fear  that  at 
the  first  rupture  with  the  English  these  yrokois  savages  may 
make  war  on  us. 


1715:    EPIDEMIC  AMONG  WEAS  PREVENTS  THEM  FROM  AID- 
ING DE  LIGNERY;  SHOULD  BE  REMOVED  TO  CHICAGO. 

[Letter  from  Ramezay  to  the  French  Minister;  dated  Nov.  3,  1715. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  documents,  but  fol.  101.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  on  Aug. 
16th  last,  tliat  Sieur  dupuy  liad  gone  among  the  ouyatanons,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  to  get  com  and  to  conciliate  that  na- 
tion, whose  minds  were  somewhat  alienated  from  us,  and  also 
to  cement  the  newly-made  peace  between  them  and  tJie  illinois. 
He  brought  with  him  two  principal  cliicfs  of  that  nation,  and 
three  of  the  miamis  of  tlie  oiiabeche,  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing al>out  an  interview  witli  Monsieur  de  louvigny. 

I  also  had  the  honor,  monseigncur,  of  infonuinjf  you  that  I 
had  sent  M.  dudoncour  do  Longiieiiil  and  my  oldest  son  to  act 
with  those  nations  of  the  soutli,  in  acxM)rdancc  with  the  ]dan9 
deliberated  in  the  council  held  at  dcstroit,  the  result  o{  which 
has  Ixivn  made  known  to  Sieur  de  lignery  at  ^lichilinnikinac. 
who  was  to  conform  thereto. 

One  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  ouyatanons  died  at 
deatroit;  all  the  military  (ceremonies  usnal  on  sucli  occasions 
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were  performed  for  him,  a  thing  which  greatly  pleases  the  Sav- 
ages. 

After  writing  my  Letter,  I  have  just  learned,  from  letters 
brought  to  me  by  Sieur  de  Bellestre,  that  Sieurs  de  maunoir 
and  dudoncour,  from  whom  I  had  had  no  news  since  Their  de- 
parture from  destroit,  had,  after  ten  days'  march  on  foot, 
reached  the  miamis  of  the  ouabeche;  and  that  on  the  way  they 
had  also  lost  by  measles  the  ouyatonon  chief  and  the  three 
ouabeche  chiefs,  and  had  found  no  one  in  the  village,  because  it 
bad  been  reported  that  they  were  coming  to  devour  the  savages. 
They  had  great  difficulty  in  reassuring  the  latter,  but  finally 
drew  from  them  a  promise  that  all  those  in  condition  to  march 
would  go  to  the  Rendezvous  with  Sieur  de  Vincenne — to  whom 
my  son  de  maunoir,  having  still  to  travel  a  long  way  overland, 
sent  the  munitions  of  war,  to  be  taken  by  canoes  to  chicagou  on 
leaving  that  village.  The  measles  had  already  attacked  the  sav- 
ages. 

Sieurs  de  maunoir  and  dudoncour  were  eight  days  in  reach- 
ing the  ouyatanons,  whom  they  had  notified  of  their  coming, 
but  who  received  them  very  ill,  as  they  had  learned  of  the  death 
of  Their  chiefs,  and  even,  after  the  fashion  of  the  savages,  ac- 
cused the  French  of  having  killed  them — saying  that  they  were 
coming  to  mend  matters  with  words,  but  that  this  would  not  sat- 
isfy them.  Finally,  monseigneur,  by  forox)  of  insinuation  aaid 
flattery,  the  confidence  of  some  was  restored,  and  these  pi*omised 
to  go  to  chicagou  on  tlie  return  of  tlieir  people  from  the  chase. 
They  asked  to  have  one  of  the  officers  remain  with  Them ;  this 
was  Sieur  dudoncour.  Their  request  was  the  more  readily 
granted  as  it  was  feared  that  they  might  not  march  unless  an 
officer  remained  at  their  head.  Their  village  was  expected  to 
contribute  at  least  two  hundred  men. 

Sieur  de  maunoir  set  out  for  the  Illinois  on  July  24tJi,  leav- 
ing orders  to  Sieur  dudoncour  to  be  at  chicagou  August  lOtli. 
The  measles,  which  is  pernicious  to  the  savages,  so  increased 
among  the  ouyatanons  that  there  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
deaths  a  day.  Then  one  of  tlieir  chiefs  arrived,  who,  to  pre- 
vent tliem  from  marching,  said  tluit  the  yrokois  wore  gviing  to 
attack  Their  village.    They  told  Sieur  (luJoncour  (hat,  in  j>laee 
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of  the  two  Hundred  men  they  had  promised,  they  could  only  fur- 
nish twenty  or  thirty,  among  whom  were  the  two  principal 
chiefs.  With  this  small  number  he  set  out,  having  himself 
been  attacked  by  the  fever  for  several  days ;  and  undertook  that 
joui-ney  of  130  Leagues  through  the  midst  of  the  prairies,  hav- 
ing only  dried  meat  and  very  little  water  for  so  Long  an  expedi- 
tion. 

The  savages  did  not  dare  to  hunt  on  account  of  the  reynards, 
whose  trails  they  found  leading  to  destroit  or  saginan.  To  com- 
plete their  misfortunes,  they  found  no  one  at  the  Rendezvous 
at  chicagou;  nor  were  the  canoes  there  which  they  had  prom- 
ised to  send  from  Michilimakinac,  to  inform  them  regarding  the 
march  against  the  reynards  from  that  point.  Two  of  the 
ouyatanon  savages  who  had  come  wdtli  Sieur  dudoncour  hav- 
ing been  attacked  by  the  measles,  the  others  returned  to  their 
village,  so  that  Sieur  dudoncour  Remained  alone  with  the  five 
Prenchmen.  After  waiting  four  or  five  days  beyond  the  time 
fixed,  he  set  out  to  meet  my  son  maunoir.  The  savage  serving 
as  guide  went  astray,  so  that  no  meeting  was  effected,  and  they 
went  to  le  Roclier,^  among  the  Illinois. 

My  son  maunoir,  on  leaving  the  ouyatanes,  had  gone  to  tliat 
same  place.  He  sent  bizaillon  to  announce  him ;  the  latter  ac- 
quitted himself  very  well  in  that  afl'air  and  has  great  influence 
among  the  Illinois — who,  to  the  number  of  200,  came  out  two 
Leagues  to  meet  my  son  and  carried  him  to  their  village  (their 
greatest  mark  of  honor),  to  show  their  joy  at  his  arrival.  He 
only  Remained  there  long  enough  to  collect  4  50  men  with  whom 
he  went  to  chicagou,  on  Aug.  17th,  and  was  much  mortified  to 
find  no  one  there,  and  to  get  no  news  from  michilimakinac.  He 
sent  scouts  out  over  thirty  Leagues,  both  to  get  news  and  to  keep 
the  savages  from  getting  restless.  These  scouts  i-ilurning  ou 
the  28th,  without  having  discovered  any  trail,  it  became  impos- 
sible any  long  to  retain  them,  and  Sieur  de  maunoir  was  obligi^d 
to  return  to  Le  Rocher,  and  join  Sieur  dudoncour. 

You  will  observe,  mons.ugiieur,  that  but  for  (his  untimely 
death  of  the  myami  and  ouyatanon  cliiefs  and  tlu^  epidemic  of 

iLe  lloeher  (the  Rock),  referring  to  Starved  Koik  (see  p.  100.  ante, 
note). — Ed. 
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measles,  it  would  have  been  possible  to  obtain  more  than  800 
men  from  those  two  nations,  as  you  will  recognize,  Monseigneur, 
by  the  letter  of  Sieur  de  vinsenne,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  send  you. 

If  Monsieur  de  Lig-nery,  with  four  hundred  men,  French  and 
savages,  whom  he  had  at  Michilimakinac,  had  joined  my  son  who 
had  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  Avith  two  hundred  men  from 
destroit,  the  total  would  have  amounted  to  nearly  one  thousand 
and  one  hundred  men,  a  numb(u-  largt?  ciiouuli,  ]>erhaps,  to  force 
vv\  1«>  ^U(>  lor  jH^WC 

I  have  Ihe  lionor,  liionseigiKiur,  lo  wnd  yuii  copies  of  Ibo  let- 
ters of  Sieur  dudoncour  and  of  my  son,  from  which  you  will 
learn,  Monseigneur,  that  Monsieur  de  la  ^[otte  Cadillac  has 
reached  the  caskusscas,  30  leagues  below  tlie  Illinois — well 
accompanied,  and  having  two  Spanish  founders  with  him — to 
investigate  the  mines  of  gold  and  silver  that  have  been  discov- 
ered there.  He  Left  his  son  with  forty  men  to  work  there,  after 
investigation  had  been  made  by  the  two  Spaniards.  Sieurs  de 
maunoir  and  dudoncour  learned  this  news  from  a  Letter  written 
to  Sieur  de  vinsenne  by  the  Eeverend  father  deville,  a  jcsuit 
missionary  in  the  place  where  the  mine  lias  been  discovered. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  must  be  something  valuable  and  genuine, 
since  Monsieur  de  la  Motthe  has  left  so  many  men  to  work 
there. 

I  have  the  honor  of  giving  you  this  information,  monsei- 
gneur, which  you  will  perha])s  not  receive  this  year  from  mau- 
bille  [Mobile]  ;  and  I  will  add  that  I  consider  it  very  important 
to  occupy  the  upper  posts  with  a  rather  strong  garrison,  in  or- 
der to  nuiintain  the  savages  in  our  alliance,  and  to  ])rcvent  Them 
from  trading  with  their  English  neighlH)rs  from  Carolina  and 
Virginia — who,  besides  their  desire  to  obtain  ])eUries,  wo\ilJ 
be  all  the  more  inclined  to  occu))y  those  po.^t.^,  ntiraeted  by  tlie 
discovery  of  the  mines.  Lliere  would  be  also  reason  to  fvar 
that  the  coureurs  de  hois  of  Canada,  attracted  by  ihese  things, 
may  become  even  more  lawless  tlian  they  are,  which  can  only  lie 
prevented  by  having  troops  to  restrain  them.  Aceonlingly, 
Monseigneur,  I  tak(^  the  Liberty  of  iviterating,  in  eonn(M«tion 
with  this  news,  the  requests  that  I  have  had  tJie  honor  of  ur;^ing 
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upon  you  in  order  to  keep  in  bounds  both  the  French  and  the 
savages. 

Sieur  do  bellestre  has  informed  me  that,  in  order  to  reassure 
the  minds  of  the  ouyatanons,  my  son  has  led  them  to  hope  that 
Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  would,  in  accordance  with 
their  request,  send  them  an  officer  and  a  missionary — which 
seems  a  matter  of  importance,  both  to  dissipate  their  fear  of  the 
Yrokois,  and  to  maintain  the  peace  which  they  have  made  with 
the  Illinois. 

In  allowing  them  this  officer  and  this  missionary,  they  must, 
if  possible,  be  persuaded  to  transfer  Their  village  to  Chicagou, 
so  as  to  remove  tliem  130  Leagues  from  the  English.  Sieur 
dupuy,  who  was  there  last  winter,  believes  that  he  could  suc- 
ceed in  this,  if  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  judge  it  ex- 
pedient to  inform  him  when  he  will  return,^  thus  enabling  Sieur 
dupuy  to  make  ready  for  this  journey. 

Although  I  especially  recommended  Sieur  de  Dudoncour 
and  my  son  to  put  a  stop  to  the  reported  conferences  between 
the  English  and  the  nations  of  the  south,  tliey  make  no  men- 
tion of  these  in  Their  letters — either  because  those  conferences 
are  discontinued,  or  because  they  have  postponed  bringing  up 
this  matter  until  the  difficulty  with  the  Reynards  should  be  set- 
tled, according  to  the  orders  which  I  had  given  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble,  very  obliged,  and  very  obedient  servant, 

De  Ramezay. 


1  Vaudreuil  was  in  France  from  1714  to  171G,  and  Ramezay  acted  in 
his  place  during  that  time. — Ed. 
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1715:  MILITARY  PREPARATIONS  AGAINST  FOXES:  TRADERS 
AND  VOYAGEURS;  THEIR  LAWLESSNESS;  RESTRICTIONS 
ON  TRADE;  ENGLISH  SEEK  TO  CONTROL  FUR  TRADE; 
FRENCH  SHOULD  ESTABLISH  NEW  POSTS. 

[Letter  of  Ramezay  and  Begon  to  French  Minister;  dated  Nov.  7, 
1715.    MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark, 
Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  35,  c.  11,  fol.  15."] 

We  had  the  honor,  in  our  letter  of  Sept.  25  last,  of  report- 
ing to  you  all  the  measures  that  had  been  taken  for  the  war 
with  the  Renards.  We  have,  since  then,  been  informed  hj  a 
letter  of  Aug.  30th  last,  from  Sieur  de  Lignery,  in  command 
at  Michilimakinak,  to  Monsieur  the  ^larquis  de  Vaudreuil, 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  that  he  has  undertaken  nothing 
against  the  Eenards,  because  the  convoy  of  provisions,  munitions 
of  war,  and  presents  for  the  savages  and  the  Soldiers  of  tlie 
garrison,  under  the  conduct  of  Monsieur  tlie  Captain  Deschail- 
lons^  had  not  yet  arrived.  He  Decided  that  the  season  was  too 
far  advanced  for  this  Expedition,  and  determined  to  allow 
100  Fronclimen  to  go  down  to  Montreal,  in  accordance  with 
tlio  petition,  which  i\\v.y  j)rcHeii(x3d  to  him,  of  which  a  copy  i3 
OAwAoHvA.  Sieur  do  Kaniezay  did  not  dispatcli  this  convoy  as 
early  as  ho  sent  the  other  officers  designated  for  this  Expedi- 
tion^ because  Monsieur  Dubuisson  had  informed  him,  by  his 
letter  of  March  2nd  last,  that  tlie  corn  had  so  completely  failed 
at  detroit  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  send  Sieur  Dupuy  to  the 
Miamis  to  buy  some.  In  view  of  the  uncertain  success  of  this 
purchase,  Sieur  de  Kamezay  took  advantage  of  the  visit  made 
by  Sieur  de  Joncaire  to  the  Iroquois,  and  had  300  minota 
bought  there.  Sieur  de  Joncaire  had  this  grain  brought  to 
tlie  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  by  the  Savages,  and  SiiMir  Doschail- 
lons  there  had  it  loaded  upon  the  Canoes  of  his  convoy ;  and, 
as  it  was  necessary  to  allow  time  to  Sieur  de  Joncaire  to  ac- 
complish that  transi)ortation,  over  some  20  Leagues  by  hind, 
Sieur  do  Ivamezay  judged  it  expedient  not  to  send  this  convoy 
sooner  than  he  did,  in  order  to  economize  the  provisions. 

lie  took  tlie  ])rocaution  of  sending  to  la  galctto,  aWo  the 
rapids,  Uic  munitions  and  presents  for  Michih'ninkinak.  in  a 
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Canoe  conducted  by  the  six  ablest  Sergeants  of  the  troops,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  accidents  which  might  have  oc- 
curred in  sending  them  by  the  rapids  with  Sieur  Dechaillons/ 

He  also  had  the  bark  Canoes  of  Sieur  Deschaillon's  convoy 
inspected  with  especial  care;  and  if  any  mishap  has  occurred 
to  prevent  their  arrival  at  Michilimakinak  before  the  end  of 
August  (a  tiling  of  which  we  have  as  yet  no  information),  that 
delay  can  only  be  imputed  to  bad  weather  or  to  lack  of  skill 
on  the  part  of  the  Soldiers — although  he  had  the  privilege  of 
choosing  from  all  the  troops  in  this  country,  who  had  been 
assembled  for  that  Purpose.  Besides,  Sieur  Descliaillons  had 
three  months  for  the  voyage  to  ^Michilimakinak,  which  ordi- 
narily requires  only  two  months  at  most. 

We  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  sickness  of  Monsieur 
de  Louvigny,  from  wliich  he  Had  not  yet  recovered  in  last  May, 
prevented  him  from  going  up  to  ^klicliilimakinak ;  he  is  not  even 
able  to  go  there  for  the  winter,  but  he  has  determined  to  go 
up  next  spring  to  try  to  make  peace  with  the  Tienards.  He 
will^  without  doubt,  employ  every  means  to  achieve  this,  as 
it  is  his  opinion  that  Ave  can  not  hope  for  success  in  undertak- 
ing a  war  against  Them. 

We  have  communicated,  Monseigneur,  to  him  and  to  Monsieur 
de  Galifet  the  project  which  Sieur  de  Lignery  has  Placed  be- 
fore Monsieur  tho  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  of  which  a  copy  is 
enclosed.  He  therein  proposes  to  send  u])  next  spring  to  Mich- 
ilimakinak a  hundred  of  our  settled  Savages'^  and  two  liundrcd 
Frenchmen,  tho  latter  at  their  own  expense,  to  join  witli  tho 
French  and  the  Savages  who  are  in  the  upper  country,  and  to 
assemble  at  the  isLand  of  Manitoualin  in  lake  huron,  to  go 
thence  to  attack  the  Jienards  in  tlicir  fort.    The  Prcucli  em- 

1  Reference  is  here  made  to  the  rapids  in  the  St.  Lawrence  river 
above  Montreal;  navigation  around  them  is  now  made  possible  by  the 
Lachine  canal,  but  in  earlier  days  long  and  difficult  portages  were  neces- 
sary, and  travelers  often  met  disaster  in  those  waters. 

La  Galette  was  a  fortified  French  post  at  or  near  the  location  of  the 
present  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. — Ed. 

2 These  were  Indians  (mainly  Iroquois)  from  the  mis.sion  colonies 
on  the  St.  Lawrence  (p.  230,  7wtc  3,  anic).~Ku. 
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ployed  in  this  Expedition  wonld  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
Exclusive  trade  in  the  upper  country  during  two  years. 

This  project  did  not  seem  feasible  to  us,  as  v>^e  know  that 
those  who  made  this  proposition  to  Sieur  de  Lignery  can  have 
no  other  object  than  to  make  their  own  profit  during  those  two 
Years  of  exclusive  trade  in  the  upper  country,  always  finding 
some  specious  pretext  to  excuse  themselves  for  having  under- 
taken nothing  against  the  Kenards.  Besides,  it  does  not  seem' 
at  all  probable  that  we  can  send  as  many  Savages  as  he  asks, 
on  account  of  the  expense  of  equipping  them  and  of  supporting 
their  families  during  their  absence.  However,  we  have  judged 
it  necessary  that  the  200  Frenchmen  should  go  up  to  Michili- 
makinak  with  Monsieur  de  Louvigny,  having  their  Canoes  laden 
half  Avith  merchandise  and  half  with  provisions,  so  as  to  In- 
timidate the  Ttenards  and  incline  them,  if  possible,  to  sue  for 
peace;  and  also  to  preserve  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  Our 
allies,  by  showing  them  that  we  are  always  Able  and  ready  to 
second  them  in  this  war — which,  in  Fact,  can  not  be  ended  save 
witJi  the  consent  and  pleasure  of  all  the  nations.  We  do  not 
doubt  that  Monsieur  de  Louvigny  will  seek  to  accomplish  this, 
with  all  the  prudence  and  dexterity  possible ;  and,  in  confident 
expectation  of  this,  Sieur  de  Kamesay  will  give  him  no  precise 
orders  eitlier  for  war  or  peace,  or  in  regard  to  the  measures 
and  cautions  to  be  employed ;  he  Leaves  him  free  to  do  what> 
ever  may  seem  to  him  most  fitting  when  he  is  on  the  Ground 
and  knows  the  circumstances.  In  the  permits  granted  to  these 
200  Frenchmen,  they  will  be  enjoined  to  obey  his  orders, 
whether  he  wishes  to  keep  them  in  case  he  thinks  he  needs  them, 
or  to  send  them  back  in  case  they  prove  useless.  He  will  carry 
the  same  orders  to  those  who  have  i-emained  in  the  upper  coun- 
try. Sieur  Begon  has  promised  to  furnish  him  with  everything 
necessary  for  the  success  of  his  voyage. 

If  he  succeed  next  vear  in  making  a  peace,  he  can  dismiss 
all  the  French  who  are  there;  but  he  can  not  avoid  ])eriHilting 
all  those  who  go  uj)  next  spring  to  remain  there  until  (lie  autumn 
of  1717,  so  as  to  give  them  time  to  trade  ofY  the  nuM-cliamlisc^  tliat 
they  carry  thitlier.    Tliis  can  not  be  refused  them,  since  it  is 
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just  that  they  should  indemnify  themselves  for  the  expense  that 
they  incur  for  this  expedition ;  but  he  will  oblige  those  who  have 
wintered  this  year  in  the  upper  country  to  come  down  with  him. 

As  our  present  necessity  of  letting  the  French  go  into  the 
upper  country  will  no  longer  exist,  if  peace  is  made  next  year 
with  the  Eenards,  we  shall  be  able  in  1717,  to  execute  the  or- 
ders of  tlie  King  in  regard  to  the  fifteen  licenses  which  His 
Majesty  has  granted.  But  it  is  not  possible  that  any  use  can 
be  made  of  them  next  year,  because  we  could  not  sell  them; 
for  the  French  who  wish  to  go  to  the  upper  country  have  the 
means  of  doing  so  mthout  cost — that  is,  to  follow  Monsieur 
de  Louvigny  and  execute  his  orders.  And  even  if  we  were 
to  find  any  who  wished  to  purchase  them,  it  would  only  be  on 
condition  of  having  entire  liberty  to  carry  on  their  trade  with- 
out being  obliged  to  join  liis  force's ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
that  any  would  present  themselves  and  give  money  for  these 
licenses  if  they  were  obliged,  like  the  others,  to  share  in  the 
movements  ordered  by  Monsieur  de  Louvigny.  ]\Ioreover,  it 
might  lead  to  dangerous  consequences  to  excuse  any,  as  we 
should  no  longer  be  able  to  control  the  others. 

It  is  for  tliis  reason  that  Sieur  de  Eamcsay  grants  no  licenses 
for  detroit;  and  as  he  was  obliged  this  fall  to  give  permits  for 
six  Canoes,  under  the  conduct  of  about  twenty-five  men, — upon 
representations  made  to  him  by  Monsieur  do  Sabrcvois,  w  ho 
maintained  that  without  that  help  the  post  would  be  aban- 
doned,— he  will  give  orders  to  the  holders  of  those  permits,  and 
to  the  other  Frenchmen  at  that  post,  to  join  IMonsieur  de  Lou- 
vigny and  to  obey  his  orders,  whether  he  wage  war  or  send  them 
back  to  MontreaL  But  that  post  [Detroit]  being  too  impor- 
tant to  bo  left  defenceless,  Sieur  do  Ramezay  will  send  thith(T 
ten  soldiers,  including  five  who  have  gone  up  with  "Monsieur 
de  Sabrevois,  and  will  furnish  them  the  same  supplies  as  those 
of  the  garrison  of  Michilimakinak.  Therefore  Sieur  do  Sabre- 
vois, who  will  not  have  to  incur  any  expense  for  the  service  of 
the  King,  ought  to  be  satisfied  if  the  King  grants  him  two 
Canoes,  which  will  enable  liim  to  subsist  more  easily  tliau  at 
Montreal.    This  is  a  stand  which  we  can  but  take  until  (he  af- 
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fair  of  the  Kenards  is  settled;  and  it  is  in  canformitj  with  the 
wishes  of  His  Majesty  in  regard  to  the  reestablishment  of  the 
licenses. 

Whenever  we  shall  be  Able  to  give  any  of  these,  then  the 
clause  requiring  trade  to  be  limited  to  Michilipiakinak  or  to  II- 
inois  without  leave  to  go  away  from  those  posts,  and  specifying 
that  it  shall  be  carried  on  under  the  authority  of  tliose  in  com- 
mand there,  will  be  inserted  in  them;  and  we  can  also,  in  ac- 
cordance with  your  orders,  oblige  those  to  whom  They  are 
granted  to  transport  whatever  has  to  be  sent  to  those  posts,  with- 
out any  cost  to  the  King.  Sieur  Begon  will  sell  these  permits 
for  the  profit  of  his  Majesty,  and  will  have  them  accounted  for 
by  the  Treasurer  as  extra  receipts. 

We  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  you,  Monseigneur,  that 
permits  for  fifteen  Canoes  are  not  sufficient  to  funiish  enough 
merchandise  for  the  needs  of  the  Savages  in  the  upper  coun- 
try— especially  at  the  present  time,  Avhen  the  English  are 
straining  every  nerve  to  become  masters  of  the  conunerce  of  that 
country,  and  when  the  most  efficacious  means  for  arresting  the 
course  of  their  enterprises  is  to  let  a  large  number  of  French- 
men go  up  with  plenty  of  merchandise,  in  order  that  tlie  Sav- 
ages, finding  it  possible  to  trade  with  the  French,  may  not  nego- 
tiate with  the  English.  This,  Monseigneur,  leads  us  to  bcliev^ 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  King  to  grant  permits  frr 
twenty-five  Canoes  at  least,  as  fifteen  would  not  suffice  to  em- 
ploy tlie  number  of  voyageurs  in  tlie  Colony,  who,  having  no 
avocation  except  this,  would  remain  all  their  lives  in  die  \ip]>er 
countries,  refractory  to  the  orders  of  the  King,  rather  than 
abandon  this  sort  of  life ;  and,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  oblige 
them  to  come  down,  they  would  carry  on  all  their  trade  with  the 
English  of  Carolina. 

Sieur  de  la  Perriere,  who  came  dovni  from  Miohiliniakinak 
to  Montreal  at  the  end  of  last  month,  and  wlio  was  charged  with 
letters  from  Monsieur  do  Lignery,  has  informed  Sieiir  de  Uain- 
ezay  that  about  100  I'renchnion,  who  secretly  went  up  to  Mich- 
ilimakinak  two  years  ago,  aft^^r  consuming  the  wares  of  Uio 
merchants  who  had  equipped  tliem,  went  to  the  Thamarois  on 
tJie  Mississippi  river,  where  47  were  already  establisluM.  He 
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reports  that  they  are  living  there  at  their  ease ;  as  grain  thrives 
in  that  region  they  liave  built  a  mill,  and  liave  a  great  many 
cattle.^  They  get  as  many  savage  slaves  as  they  ^vish,  on  the 
River  of  the  Missouris,  Avliom  they  use  to  cultivate  their  land; 
and  tliey  sell  these  to  the  English  of  Carolina,  with  whom  they 
trade.  This  settlement  is  a  dangerous  one,  serving  as  a  retreat 
for  the  lawless  men  both  of  this  Colony  and  of  Louisiana.  But 
as  we  see  no  possibility  of  preventing  it,  we  believe,  Monsei- 
gneur,  that  we  might  render  it  useful  for  the  service  of  the  King 
and  of  the  Colony  by  sending  there  a  dozen  Soldiers,  Com- 
manded by  an  officer,  who  could  build  a  fort  there,  and  gradu- 
ally establish  order  among  those  Erenchmen.  With  them  he 
would  be  able  to  op|)Ose  tlie  building  of  forts  by  the  English, 
and  all  the  enterprises  carried  on  by  tliem  in  tliat  territory, 
wliich  has  been  considered  as  Erencli  since  the  founding  of  the 
Colony.  As  it  is  only  about  sixty  Leagues  from  the  Tlu^marois 
post  to  that  of  otuibache,  the  Erencli  in  either  could,  in  case  of 
need,  come  to  the  help  of  the  other.  It  would  also  be  very  use- 
ful to  establish  a  post  at  Chicagou,  to  facilitate  access  to  the 
Ilinois  and  the  miamis,  and  to  keep  those  nations  in  our  in- 
terests. 

The  orders  which  His  Majesty  has  given  to  ^fonsicur  do  la 
Mothe  (\ulillac,  to  Establish  a  post  among  the  Nakcs"  and  an- 
other at  Ouabache,  will  have  a  very  benehcial  Effect,  and  vera 
absolutely  necessary  to  arrest  the  enterprises  of  the  English. 

iThe  Jesuit  missionary  Marest  states,  in  1712  (Jes.  Relations.  Ixvi, 
p.  291),  that  cows  had  just  been  brought  to  Kaskaskia.  It  would  ap- 
pear, from  our  text,  that  cattle  had  been  introduced  at  Cahokia  (the 
Tamarois  village)  somewhat  earlier. — Ed. 

-The  Natches  (Nakes)  Indians  were  living,  when  the  Louisiana  col- 
ony was  founded,  at  the  place  where  now  stands  the  city  of  Natchez, 
Miss.  A  French  trading-post  was  established  among  them  in  the 
spring  of  1713,  and  in  the  following  year  Fort  Rosalie  was  erected. 
Incensed  by  the  tyranny  of  a  French  commandant,  the  Natchos  in  1729 
massacred  the  white  colonists;  but,  in  retaliation  for  this,  they  wore 
soon  afterward  almost  destroyed  by  French  troops,  and  the  remnant 
of  their  tribe  took  refuge  among  the  Creeks. 

The  name  Ouabache  here  refers  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  where 
Miami  and  Mascouten  bands  had  been  settled  since  about  1098.— En. 
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The  reestablisliment  of  the  Old  fort  of  the  Islinois  is  no  less 
necessary.  Sieiir  de  Eainezay  will  send  thither  Sieur  Des- 
liettes,  who  came  down  to  Montreal  at  the  same  time  as  Sieur 
de  la  Perriere;  and  he  will  give  him  a  Sergeant  and  eight  sol- 
diers, according  tx>  your  orders,  since  he  knows  of  no  officer  bet- 
ter fitted  for  this  than  Sieur  Desliettes,  who  understands  and 
speaks  the  language  of  tlie  Islinois,  with  whom  lie  has  lived  a 
long  time. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  His  Majesty  should  have 
these  posts  established  without  delay,  because  if  we  do  not  hasten 
to  oppose  tlie  enterprises  of  the  English,  and  if  they  succeed 
in  making  settlements  there  with  the  consent  of  the  Savage 
nations,  it  will  no  longer  be  possible  to  drive  them  out,  as  we 
are  assured  by  the  missionaries  and  the  voyageurs  who  have 
como  from  that  country.  Sieur  Begon  has  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Father  Mermet,  mission- 
ary to  the  Islinois,  dated  February  25,  1715,  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Sieur  de  Ramezay  also  adds  an  Extract  from  a  letter 
on  the  same  subject  written  by  Father  ^larest,  missionary  at 
Michilimakinak,  under  date  of  Aug.  30  last.  He  has  given  or- 
ders to  Sieur  de  Maunoir,  his  son,  as  he  had  the  honor  of  inform- 
ing you  by  his  letter  of  September  IG  last,  to  plunder  the  Eng- 
lish whom  he  may  encounter  on  his  way,  in  case  he  has  the 
necessary  force  for  doing  so,  and  can  induce  the  savage  nations 
Avith  whom  he  is  to  join  him  in  this. 

We  have  as  yet  received  no  news,  JMonseigneur,  from  Sieur 
de  Maunoir  since  the  report  of  his  arrival  at  the  [Miamis  de  la 
Ouabeche,  on  the  third  of  last  July;  and  we  are  very  anxious 
to  ascertain  what  decision  he  came  to,  conan-ning  which  Sieur 
de  Lignery  writes  to  Sieur  de  Kamezay  that  he  is  not  informed. 
If  ho  has  undertaken  nothing,  or  has  suffered  any  Chock  through 
failure  to  join  forces  with  Sieur  de  Lignery,  there  wouhl  be 
reason  to  fear  that  the  nations  of  the  south  might  be  ill-ilisposed 
toward  us  in  consequence.  That  would  be  (•s])ecially  true  of 
the  hurons,  who  have  long  been  on  bad  terms  witli  the  Outaoi*, 
and  wlio,  being  annoyed  at  detroit  by  the  Kenards,  miglit  \nkc 
the  resolution  of  retiring  among  the  Iroquois,  who  have  Invited 
them  to  do  so,  according  to  the  report  that  ^lonsieur  de  Lon- 
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gneuil  has  made  to  Sieur  de  Ramezay.  This  is  what  obliged 
him  a  few  days  ago  to  write  to  Sieur  de  Longueiiil  to  give  or- 
ders to  Monsieur  de  Sabrevois  to  tell  them  that,  if  this  matter 
has  fallen  through  this  Year,  we  will  take  certain  measures 
with  them  next  Year  so  as  to  succeed ;  and  Sieur  de  Hamesay, 
on  his  return  to  Montreal,  will  Consider  with  Sieur  de  Lon- 
gueuil  w^hat  is  to  be  done  in  the  case. 

Sieur  Quemet  set  out  last  spring  with  12  men,  instead  of 
20  whom  he  had  permission  to  take  with  him  to  Ouabache, 
which  he  has  probably  not  reached  on  account  of  the  Eenard 
war;  we  have  not  yet  learned  whether  he  is  at  Michilimakinak 
or  at  Detroit. 

We  have  nothing  to  add,  Monseigneur,  to  what  we  have  had 
the  honor  of  wa-iting  you  in  oiir  private  letters  regarding  the 
abenaki  Savages  of  the  mission  of  St.  John's  River,  of  Nan- 
rantsouak  River,  and  of  Pentagouet  River. ^  ,  They  are  greatly 
tempted  by  the  offers  made  to  them  by  the  English.  We  can 
only  keep  them  in  our  interests  by  making  them  presents,  and 
by  rebuilding  the  two  Churches  on  the  St.  John  and  Nanrant- 
souak  Rivers.  These  favors  would  give  great  weight  to  the 
words  of  their  missionaries,  who  neglect  nothing  in  their  power 
to  keep  them  in  the  true  religion  and  distrustful  of  tlie  English. 

It  is  no  less  necessaiy  that  Ilis  INFajesty  sliould  establish  a 
fund  for  the  presents  to  tlie  Savages  of  the  upper  country,  to 
whom  they  will  be  distributed  by  the  otHcers  commanding  in 
the  different  posts.  The  Savages  attach  themselves  to  those 
who  give  them  the  most,  and  it  is  necessary  to  make  them  pres- 
ents to  counterbalance  somewhat,  at  least,  tlie  advantages  offered 
them  by  the  Englisli. 

Monsieur  de  Longueuil,  on  his  return  fnnn  th(*  Tnxiuois 
Villages,  informed  us  that  it  woiihl  be  neccssnry  lo  liuve  a  lit- 
tle Establishment  Nortli  of  ]Niagara  on  lake  Ontario,  aln^ut  100 
leagues  from  fort  frontenac,  and  accessible  from  that  place  in 
7  or  8  days  by  canoe.    This.])Ost  wuuKl  diviM't  the  Mississagiies 

iThe  St.  John's  river,  of  New  Brunswick;  tho  Komioboc.  on  uliioh 
stood  the  Abenaki  village  of  Nanrantsouak  ( NorridKPwoi  k ) ;  and  the 
Penobscot,  commonly  known  to  the  French  as  IVntagouet.— Ku. 
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and  Amikoes  Savages  from  going  to  trade  with  the  Iroc^uois 
on  tlieir  way,  when  returning  from  their  hunting  around  Lake 
Erie;  but  if  His  Majesty  approves  of  this  Establishment,  it 
is  necessary  that  the  trade  carried  on  there  should  be  in  the 
Icing's  name,  and  that  this  new  post  should  be  exploited  like 
fort  frontenac,  whence  will  be  sent  the  provisions  and  merchan- 
dise needed  there.  He  proposes  also  to  build  a  bark  to  facili- 
tate transportation  between  the  posts ;  and  he  believes  that  this 
would  he  a  sure  means  of  conciliating  the  Iroquois,  and  of  get- 
ting the  greater  part  of  the  peltries  that  go  to  the  English,  which 
would  result  in  great  profit  to  his  Majesty. 

If  this  post  should  be  established,  we  would  be  able  to  pre- 
vent the  coureurs  de  bois  from  going  to  trade  along  Lake  On- 
tario, by  plundering  them  and  putting  a  stop  to  the  trade  which 
they  carry  on  to  tlie  great  prejudice  of  that  at  fort  frontenac. 

The  utility  of  these  various  posts  is  shown  also  by  the  atten- 
tion paid  by  the  English  to  establishing  them  in  all  the  places 
where  they  wish  to  extend  their  commerce — which  they  are  now 
engaged  in  doing  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Nanrantsouak  River 
near  Baston,  among  the  Nontaes,  and  on  the  Mississipi  and 
Ouabache  Rivers,  placing  there  strong  garrisons.  But  we  are 
quite  unable  to  do  the  same,  owing  to  the  lack  of  soldiers,  which 
it  seems  to  us  so  essential  to  remedy,  for  the  security  of  the  coun- 
try, that  we  dare  not  leave  you  in  ignorance  of  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  the  Companies  kept  in  this  country. 

This  has  obliged  Sieur  Begon  to  make  an  Exact  review  of 
them ;  we  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  the  enclosed  Extract 
therefrom,  in  which  are  enumerated  those  who  are  not  in  con- 
dition to  servo  the  King.  There  are  very  few  in  condition  for 
service,  and  even  of  those  tliere  are  not  50,  including  the  Ser- 
geants, Coi-porals,  and  Lance-corporals,  wlio  are  capable  of  go- 
ing in  Canoes  to  the  upper  country.  The  rest  are  only  old  men 
and  boys,  or  physically  incompetent.  The  weakness  of  thoso 
Companies  is  due  to  various  causes:  Soldiers  have  been  aHowcd 
to  marry;  two  detachments  of  40  men  each  have  l)eeu  sent  to 
isle  Royalle;'  some  20  men  constitute  the  garrison  of  Michili- 


1  Another  name  for  Cape  Breton  island. — Ed. 
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makinak;  10  men  will  be  sent  to  Detroit;  and  10  more  to  tlie 
Ilinois ;  a  very  large  number  have  died ;  and  recruits  ai-e  lack- 
ing, as  only  thirty  Soldiers  have  come  here  during  three  years. 

*  ^-  4f  -K-  *  *  * 

The  difficulties  in  tlie  way  of  forbidding  the  trade  in  brandy 
with  the  savages  of  the  upper  country  are  explained  in  the  let- 
ter of  September  20  of  last  year,  and  remain  this  year  the 
same  as  in  the  past — especially  at  fort  frontenac,  where 
Teganisorens  and  ISTagoga  arrived  from  orange  with  several 
Canoes  laden  with  brandy  de  Rome  [rum].  This  they  traded 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  peltries  that  had  been  brought  there 
by  the  Savages  who  are  accustomed  to  trade  at  tliat  post,  where 
nothing  has  been  done  this  Year. 

Three  Canoes  of  the  Misssissages  Savages  who  are  Estab- 
lished at  the  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  about  100  Leagues  from  fort 
frontenac  and  20  Leagues  from  JSTiagara,  came  down  last  May 
to  Montreal,  on  the  invitation  of  Sieur  de  St.  Pierre,  who  passed 
the  winter  among  them.  ivTone  of  the  i)eople  of  that  nation 
had  come  down  there  for  eight  years.  They  told  Sieur  de 
Ramesay  that  what  had  prevented  tliem  from  coming  was  the 
high  price  of  the  merchandise,  and  the  refusal  to  trade 
in  Brandy.  They  gave  him  a  large  and  curiously  wrought 
Calumet,  which  they  promised  to  come  and  smoke  every  year; 
and  they  assured  him  that  Onontio  was  still  their  father.  Tho^ 
said  that  they  preferred  to  trade  with  the  French,  to  tlic  E..- 
elusion  of  the  English,  if  the  price  of  the  merchandise  fairly 
Corresponded  to  that  of  the  English,  and  if  they  could  also  get 
Brandy,  which  they  said  tliey  could  not  do  witliout.  They  said 
that  if  they  could  not  get  it  at  fort  frontenac,  which  they  can 
reach  in  4  or  5  days,  tliey  would  go  to  Orange,  although  they 
would  have  to  travel  70  Leagues  by  land. 

It  is  all  the  more  necessary  to  grant  what  these  Savages  ask, 
as  it  is  in  their  Village  that  the  English  of  Orange  had  planned 
to  establish  themselves,  so  as  to  be  able  to  introduce  thiMus^dvos 
among  the  Outaois  nations.  This  thoy  would  have  done  but 
for  the  complaints  which  Sieur  de  Kaincsay  made  to  .Mr.  Hun 
ter,  governor  of  new  York  (as  \\c  lias  had  tho  honor  of  inf*>rni- 
ing  you,  Monseigneur,  by  the  [sliipj  ''la  ]>rovidonco").  Tho 
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latter  answered  Sieur  de  Ramesay  that  he  would  make  known 
to  the  Merchants  of  orange  his  resolution  to  oppose  this  enter- 
prise ;  and  that  he  would  write  to  them  that  he  had  good  grounds 
for  confiscating  the  wares  of  those  who  should  go  to  that  vil- 
lage, because,  as  it  is  IN'orth  of  the  Lake,  they  ought  not  to 
go  tliere  until  the  boundaries  shall  have  been  adjusted.  It  is 
for  this  reason  that  Sieur  de  Ramesay  has  given  orders  to  Sieur 
de  Sabrevois  and  to  Sieur  de  Maunoir,  his  son.  to  plunder  the 
English  whom  they  might  find  in  the  upper  country. 

We  have  the  honor  to  Send  you,  Monseigneur,  a  memoir,  ac- 
cording to  your  orders,  wliich  contains  only  these  same  reasons 
for  annulling  the  prohibition  of  the  Brandy  trade.  The  rea- 
sons for  not  annulling  this  prohibition  were  furnished  last  Year 
to  Sieur  Begon  by  .Father  Aubry,^  whose  letter  was  enclosed 
with  the  one  that  he  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  by  the  [ship] 
"St.  Jerome.^' 

He  has  tlie  honor  to  seoid  you  a  Duplicate. 

The  ship  "la  princesse"  has  brought  hither,  Monseigneur, 
35,000  pounds  of  powder,  with  which  we  were  Entirely  unpro- 
vided. It  is  an  indispensable  necessity  that  as  much  more  be 
brought  here  next  year.  The  other  munitions  brought  in  this 
ship,  for  the  Account  of  the  King,  will  avail  us  but  little,  in 
view  of  the  present  State  of  the  country  and  of  the  indispensa- 
ble outlays  we  have  been  obliged  to  make  this  year  for  our 
operations  in  the  upper  country;  and  for  the  presents  which 
have  been  taken  to  the  Iroquois  by  !Monsieair  de  Longueil  and 
Sieur  de  Joncaire,  as  well  as  for  all  those  that  have  been  made 
to  the  missions  of  this  country,  of  acadia,  to  the  Abenakis, 
and  to  others.  We  can  not  as  yet  dispense  with  keopins;  these 
up  next  year,  both  for  Michilinuikinak,  according  to  the  moino- 
rial  which  will  be  presented  by  Monsieur  de  Louvigny,  and  for 
all  the  other  savages — whom  we  cannot  altogether  abandon, 

1  Joseph  Aubery  (Aubry)  was  a  missionary  among  the  Abenakis 
from  1701  until  1755  — after  1708,  at  the  mission  colony  of  St.  Francois. 
Que.  He  was  an  able  linguist,  and  wrote  numerous  MSS.  In  the  Abe- 
naki tongue;  these  were  unfortunately  destroyed  by  Are.  Aubery  died 
In  1755.— Ed. 
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and  who  must  be  considerately  treated,  so  as  to  prevent  tliem 
from  attaching  themselves  to  the  English,  Avho  give  them  to 
understand  that  we  are  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  give  them 
anything. 

■){  •5(•■5f■^^-5(••X••5^•* 

We  Had  tlie  honor  of  Informing  you,  Monseigneur,  Ly  our 
joint  letter  of  August  10,  that  Sieur  Dupuy,  at  the  Beginning 
of  this  year,  had  visited  the  Ouatanons,  and  had  rendered  very 
useful  service  to  His  ^fajesty  in  that  nation,  which  was  some- 
Avhat  alienated  from  us.  He  also  aided  in  cementing  the  peace 
newly  made  between  them  and  the  Ilinois;  and  brought  to  de- 
troit  with  him  two  of  the  principal  miami  and  Ouatanon  chiefs 
and  three  of  the  miamis  of  the  Ouabeche,  to  interview  Monsieur 
de  Louvigny — whom  they  hoped  to  find  there,  in  accordance 
with  tlie  plans  formed  last  Year  for  taking  the  necessary  meas- 
ures for  the  expedition  against  the  llenards. 

We  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  in  the  same  letter  that 
we  had  despatched  Sieurs  de  Maunoir  Eamesay  and  Dadencour 
Longeuil  to  act  Avitli  the  nations  of  the  south,  in  accordance 
with  the  decisions  of  a  Council  held  at  Detroit,  of  which 
the  result  has  been  made  known  to  IMonsieur  de  Lignery  at 
Michilimakinak,  who  was  to  act  in  conformity  thereto.  One 
of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Ouatanons  died  of  the  measles  at 
detroit.  We  performed  for  him  all  the  military  ceremonies 
in  use  on  such  occasions,  whicli  flatters  the  Savages. 


171G:    PLANS   FOR   SETTLING   DIFFICULTIES   WITH   FOX  IN- 
DIANS; LAWLESSNESS  OF  COUREURS  DE  BOIS. 

[Proceedings  in  French  Council  of  Marine,  March  28,  17 IG.  Trans- 
lated from  a  copy  of  document  in  Paris  archives,  made  for  archives 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec] 

The  Eenard  savages  live' about  ()0  leag\ies  from  Miclnliiiiak- 
inac,  a  post  where  dwell  tlio  Outauois  savages,  and  sitiial*  ^  1x3- 
twocn  tlie  lake  of  the  Illinois  and  lake  huroii.  They  nro 
located  on  a  river  which  empties  into  tJie  15ay  dos  Pnaiits,  ami 
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number  about  300  warriors.  They  have  committed  many  acts 
of  hostility  against  the  French.  They  ^vere  punished  once  ])y 
a  detachment  which  set  out  from  Detroit,  to  which  the  Miamis, 
the  Outauois,  and  the  hurons  joined  tlieir  forces.  But  as  the 
Renards  resumed  their  hostile  attitude,  orders  were  given,  in 
accordance  with  letters  from  Canada,  to  Avage  war  on  those 
savages,  or  to  make  peace  with  them,  but  to  prefer  peace  to 
war^  as  the  continuation  of  their  hostile  acts  toward  us  brought 
upon  us  the  contempt  of  the  other  nations.  Their  subseijucnt 
attack  upon  a  French  canoe  in  1714,  led  us  to  believe  that  wo 
could  not  make  such  a  peace,  and  it  was  resolved  to  send  a  nu- 
merous force  against  them.  For  this  reason  some  habitants,^ 
who  were  allowed  to  carry  with  them  some  merchandise,  were 
sent  to  serve  in  this  war,  as  were  some  soldiers  of  tlie  colony, 
who  were  to  form  the  garrison  of  iMichilimakinac.  The 
coureurs  de  bois  were  assembled  at  ]\lichilimakinac,  and  all 
together  were  to  march  with  a  troop  of  the  Outauois,  Illinois, 
and  Miami  savages;  but,  as  the  detachment  whicli  went  up  from 
Montreal  Avith  tlie  ])resents  for  tlie  savages  and  tlie  military 
supplies  did  not  ari-ive  hy  tlie  end  of  August,  it  was  impossible 
to  undertake  anything. 

Monsieur  de  Louvigny  liad  orders  to  go  u])  to  ^iichilimakinac 
to  make  war,  or,  if  possible,  peace;  but  the  sickness  he  con- 
tracted last  year  prevented  him  from  going.  That  otlicer  writes 
that  lie  will  go  up  in  the  spring,  and  will  labor  to  bring  alniut 
either  peace  or  war,  according  to  circiunstances.  lie  says  that 
peace  is  to  be  preferred  to  all  else,  but  that  he  will  make  it 
only  with  honor  to  the  nation,  lie  adds  that  the  lawlessness 
of  the  coureurs  de  bois  is  so  great  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  make  an  example  of  some  of  them,  in  order  h>  restrain 
them  and  to  enforce  upon  tliem  obedience  to  the  oftieers  in  the 
upjMM'  ])osts.  lie  says  that  this  is  not  done  at  Montreal,  and 
that  there  are  even  merchants  of  that  city  who  liave  warehouses 
at  Michilimakinac ;  that  maintains  the  coureurs  de  Irois  in  dis- 

lA  term  applied  to  the  French  coloiilsta  actually  settled  in  Canada, 
as  distinguished  from  the  official  and  military  class,  who  still  consid- 
ered themselves  as  belonging  to  the  motlier  country  — Ed. 
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obedience,  wliich  can  not  be  checked  when  men  of  character 
themselves  do  thus. 

He  says  that  the  French,  who  went  up  for  this  war,  set  out 
laden  with  merchandise,  although  none  is  needed  for  carrying 
on  the  war;^  and  that  they  have  carried  thither  more  than  40 
casks  of  brandy.  The  result  is,  that  wherever  French  and  sav- 
ages come  together  there  is  an  open  hell;  and  Monsieur  de 
Louvigny  states  tJtiat  some  Frenchmen  have  gone  to  trade  ^^^th 
the  Renard  savages,  of  which  all  our  allies  complain. 

They^  consider  that,  to  make  peace,  it  is  necessary  to  begin 
by  restoring  to  the  Renards  all  the  slaves  of  their  nation^  whom 
the  French  hold  ;  and  that  it  is  not  in  nature  to  think  that  peace 
can  be  made  with  people  whose  children  we  are  withholding. 
That,  in  order  to  carry  on  war,  it  is  necessary  to  begin  by  ar- 
ranging for  peace  between  the  Sakis,  the  Puants  and  the  Sau- 
teurs,*  because  we  can  not  undertake  any  war  unless  these  sav- 
ages remain  at  peace;  and  to  send  500  or  GOO  Frenchmen, 
equipped  for  war  only,  and  without  any  merchandise.'^ 

Done  and  decreed  by  the  Council  of  Marine  held  at  the 
Louvre  on  March  28,  1716. 

(Signed)  L.  A.  de  Bouebon,  Marechal  d'Estrees.^ 
By  the  Council : 

(S'gned)  La  CiiArELLE. 

i.Marginal  note  on  the  MS.:  "If  they  had  not  been  allowed  to  carry 
merchandise,  it  would  have  cost  large  sums  to  equip  them." 

2  Probably  a  reference  to  advice  or  suggestions  given  to  the  Council 
by  the  Canadian  governor  and  intendant. — En. 

3 Marginal  note:  "These  slaves  are  the  captives  taken  in  the  attack 
made  upon  those  savages  by  the  French  of  Detroit."  [See  p.  295, 
ante. — Ed.] 

4 Marginal  note:  "These  two  nations  dwell  near  the  Renards.  The 
Sauteurs  live  30  leagues  from  Michilimaklnac,  on  Lake  Superior  " 

5 Marginal  note:  "The  council  approves  in  full  the  observations  la 
this  memoir." 

0 Louis  Alexandre  de  Bourbon,  count  do  Toulouse,  was  the  third 
legitimate  son  of  Louis  XIV  and  Madame  de  Mouteapan.— Ed. 
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1716:    THE  FOX  WAR:    LOUVIGNY'S  EXPEDITION;  PROCEED- 
INGS OF  COUNCIL  THEREON. 

[Letter  of  Governor  de  Vaudreuil  to  Council  of  Marine;  dated  Oct. 
14,  1716.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  36,  c.  11,  fol.  279."] 

The  detachment  of  Savages^  from  the  Sault  St  Louis  sent 
by  Monsieur  de  Ramezay,  The  hurons  of  detrcit,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Poutoatomis,  in  despair  at  the  failure  of  the 
measures  taken  for  attacking  the  Eenards  in  1715,  and  for 
having  a  rendezvous  of  the  Noi-thern  nations  at  Chikagou,  went 
to  le  Rocher,  one  of  the  villages  of  the  Islinois,  expecting  to  find 
there  the  two  sons  of  Messieurs  de  Eamezay  and  de  Longueuil. 
Both  were  extremely  sick  at  Caskacias;  accordingly  the  Son 
of  Monsieur  de  Ramezay,  being  unable  to  march  or  to  write, 
ordered  a  certain  Bizaillon,  who  was  at  the  Islinois,  to  induce 
as  many  Savages  of  that  IsTation  as  he  could  to  join  the  other 
party  so  that  all  together  might  go  to  attack  7 0  Cabins  of  Mas- 
coutins  and  Quikapous,  allies  of  the  Renards,  who  w^ere  hunting 
along  a  cei'tain  river.  They  did  join  them,  in  fact,  on  tlie  20th 
of  November,  1715;  and  after  a  very  obstinate  battle  they 
forced  the  Mascoutin  position  On  a  steep  rock  Avhere  they  were 
entrenched,  killed  more  than  100  of  them,  and  carried  away 
47  prisoners.  Without  counting  the  women  and  children. 

After  this  defeat,  our  Savages,  to  cover  their  march,  went 
nearly  25  leagues  down  the  same  river  by  Canoe;  but,  in  spite 
of  this  precaution,  they  w^ere  overtaken  on  the  eleventh  day  by 
400  men,  the  elite  of  the  Renards;  and,  although  our  people 
amounted  to  only  80  men,  30  of  them  being  occupied  in  guard- 
ing a  redoubt  which  tliey  made  every  Evening  for  the  wounded 
and  the  prisoners,  they  defended  Themselves  with  such  Vigor, 
from  dawn  until  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  tliat  they  forced 
the  enemies  to  retire  after  a  very  considerable  loss.  Onr  ])i\>ple 
secured  7  of  tlieir  heads,  and  saw  traces  of  great  carnage  dur- 
ing the  pursuit,  which  ihey  kept  up  for  several  hours.    Our  peo- 


iMarginal  note  on  the  MS.  (signed  *'L.  A.  B.") :  "To  be  brought  l>e- 
fore  the  Regency  Council." 
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pie  in  tliese  various  actions  lost,  from  all  the  tribes,  2G  killed 
and  18  wounded. 

These  two  different  defeats  liave  produced  very  beneficial 
effects  on  the  minds  of  our  savages,  and  have  restored  their 
spirits  and  cast  down  those  of  the  renards. 

JMonsieur  de  Ramozay  has  been  informed  tliat  the  chief  of 
the  Quikapous  came  to  declare  to  the  first  Frenclunen  whom 
he  encountered  that  both  His  nation  and  that  of  the  Mascou- 
tins  threw  themselves  into  the  arms  of  ^Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil, 
their  Father,  declaring  themselves  his  slaves,  to  be  dispersed 
among  whatever  N^ation  lie  judged  proper ;  and  that  ^Moreover, 
if  the  Renards  refused  to  share  in  these  Sentiments,  they  would 
deliver  them  up  to  the  Kettle. 

Sieur  Pachot,  a  Canadian  (a  cadet  in  the  troops,  formerly 
Interpreter  of  the  Huron  language  at  Detroit,  and  a  son  of 
Dame  de  la  Eorest),  and  one  Bizaillon,  Are  the  Only  French- 
men who  were  present  in  these  actions.  Tliey  did  their  whole 
duty,  and  Sieur  Pachot  especially  distinguished  himself,  his 
conduct  meriting  the  attention  of  the  Council  and  the  bestowal 
on  him  of  an  ensign's  commission.^ 

Monsieur  de  Louvigny  left  INfontreal  on  the  first  of  ^^fay, 
1716,  witli  225  Frenchmen,  200  others  ])eing  expected  to  join 
him  at  detroit  and  at  Micliilimakinac.  The  munitions  of  war, 
the  presents,  and  the  necessary  provisions  were  carried  by  the 
French  at  their  own  expense,  and  without  any  cost  to  the  king. 

Sieur  de  Louvigny  returned  to  Quebec  on  OctolK^r  12,  after 
having  forced  the  haughty  nation  of  the  Renards  to  sue  for 
Peace.  He  reduced  them  to  this  necessity  after  having  opened 
a  trench  oC)  toises"  from  their  fort,  which  he  ])uslied  forward 
10  toises  on  the  first  niglit,  and  10  the  Second.  Finally,  the 
enemies,  seeing  that  ho  was  devoting  Himself  to  the  main  part 
of  the  j)lace,  to  undernnne  it  and  r)l()w  it  up,  while  two  Can- 
nons and  a  Grenade-]\Iortar  kept  u])  a  heavy  lire  niglit  and  day, 

1  Marginal  note:  "Decision  of  H.  R.  H.:  His  Royal  Highness  grants 
to  Sieur  pachot  an  ensigncy  in  the  troops  of  His  Majesty  in  Canada. 
L.  A.  li.,  president." 

2The  toise  is  a  Frenrli  linear  measure,  of  six  French  feet,  equivalent 
to  0.395  English  feet.— Kd. 
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resolved  to  implore  tlie  Clemency  of  the  French.  They  were 
not  listened  to  until  the  opinion  and  the  sentiments  of  all  the 
nations  that  accompanied  us  had  been  ascertained  by  Sieur  de 
Louvigny,  who  proposed  to  them  conditions  So  severe  that  all 
those  tribes  believed  that  they  would  never  consent  to  them. 
These  articles  Are : 

That  tliey  shall  make  peace  with  all  the  nations  dependent  o.u 
tlie  king  with  whom  the  Prench  trade. 

That  they  shall  by  forcible  or  friendly  means  bring  the  Kika- 
pous  and  Mascoutins,  their  allies  and  our  enennes,  to  make 
Peace,  as  they  do,  with  all  the  nations  in  general. 

That  they  shall  restore  or  cause  to  be  restored  all  the  pris- 
oners, of  every  isTation,  whom  they  hold,  which  tliey  have  done. 

That  tliey  shall  go  to  war  in  distant  regions  to  get  slaves,  to 
replace  all  the  dead  who  had  been  slain  during  the  course  of 
the  Avar. 

That  they  shall  hunt  to  pay  the  Expenses  of  the  military 
preparations  made  for  this  war;  And,  as  an  assurance  of  the 
fulfilment  of  all  these  articles,  they  shall  give  to  Monsieur  de 
Louvigny  six  chiefs,  or  children  of  chiefs,  to  be  taken  to  tlie 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  in  order  to  be  guarantees  for  the  condi- 
tions of  the  treaty.  This  has  been  done,  Sieur  de  Louvigny 
having  brought  these  hostages  with  him  to  Quebec. 

That  haughty  nation,  which  terrified  and  ravaged  all  the  up- 
per country,  has  been  reduced  to  submit  to  all  these  conditions, 
although  they  had  500  warriors  and  8,000  women  (who  on  these 
occasions  fight  desperately)  ;  and  although  their  fort  was  Forti- 
fied by  three  rows  of  palisades,  with  a  ditch  a  foot  and  a  half 
or  two  feet  wide  behind  it  to  Sustain  the  assault. 

This  enterprise  was  carried  through  with  groat  vigor,  and 
the  officers  who  were  present  gave  evidence  of  their  vigihinc<3 
and  activity  by  working  at  the  trenches  like  the  meanest  Sol- 
dier. 'They  did  so  in  order  to  set  an  example,  and  to  animate 
the  small  number  of  those  who  accompanied  Sieur  de  Louvigny 
(who  amounted  to  only  800  men)  to  i)ress  an  action  wliich  wa3 
imiX)rt.ant  and  whose  delay  might  have  ca\ised  itvS  loss,  owing 
to  the  ])roximity  of  (he;  allies  of  tlio  Konurds,  whom  latter 
had  notified  and  calbnl  to  thiMr  ludp. 
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Sieur  de  Louvigny,  although  his  e^^es  have  suffered  a  little 
after  so  long  a  voyage^  hopes  before  the  departure  of  the  last 
Vessels  to  be  able  to  make  a  report  of  what  occurred  on  this 
expedition,  which  is  the  first  w^arlike  movement  that  Has  taken 
place  during  the  Reign  of  the  king;  it  has  proved  glorious  for 
the  arms  of  His  Majesty,  and  very  useful  for  the  Colony/ 
Represents  that  this  voyage  has  been  very  long  and  arduous, 
that  he  has  borne  the  King's  arms  victoriously  more  than  500 
leagues,  which  has  not  been  done  without  much  fatigue  and 
expense,  to  which  he  begs  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil so  that  it  may  grant  him  such  recompense  as  it  shall  judge 
proper.' 

He  has  carried  on  no  Trade;  but  he  has,  on  the  contrary, 
given  to  the  tribes  who  accompanied  him  the  small  amount  of 
beavev  that  the  Renards  had  brought  to  him,  in  order  to  show 
them  that  it  w^as  not  self-interest  Avhich  led  the  French  to  take 
this  warlike  step.^ 

Done  and  decreed  by  the  Council  of  Marine,  Dec.  28,  1716. 

L.  A.  DE  BOUKBON, 

Marechal  d'estrees. 

By  the  Council: 

La  ClIiNPELLE. 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "M.  de  Louvigny  makes  a  communication 
to  the  same  effect,  and  adds  that  he  has  besides  reconciled  the  other 
nations,  who  were  divided,  and  has  left  all  the  country  entirely  at 
peace." 

2 Marginal  note:  "Decision  of  H.  R.  H.:  His  royal  Highness  grants 
to  Sieur  de  Louvigny  a  gratuity  of  three  thousand  liyres.  L.  A.  B., 
I)resident." 

sLouvigny's  report,  and  a  letter  of  Vaudreuil  praising  his  military 
services,  are  given  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  78-81. — En. 
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1716:    INDIAN  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  WEST. 

[Proceedings  of  Council  of  Marine,  Jan,  6,  1717;  based  on  letter  of 
Governor  Vaudreuil,  dated  Oct.  14,  1716.i  Translated  from  MS.  in 
archives  of  MinistSre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Cor- 
resp.  g6n.,  vol.  37,  c.  11,  fol.  4."] 

He  has  learned  from  Monsieur  de  Raniezay  that  the  Outauois' 
savages  and  other  Nations  of  the  upper  country  \\ho  are  allies 
of  the  French,  Have  since  last  year  been  very  peaceably  dis- 
posed, that  their  relations  \vith  each  other  have  been  amica- 
ble, and  that  they  have  the  sentiments  Avhich  they  ought  to 
have  toward  the  Kenards. 

Sieur  de  Vincennes,  the  officer  stationed  among  the  Miamis 
and  Ouyatanons,  has  reported  that  the  Iroquois  have  sent  tliose 
IsTations  Collars  Underground, — that  is  to  say.  Secret  mes- 
sages,— by  which  they  invited  them  to  come  and  get  what  they 
need  at  a  post  established  on  the  Oyo  River, which  is  a  new 
settlement  of  the  English  of  Carolina.  They  said  that  there 
they  would  find  merchandise  at  half  the  prices  asked  by  the 
French,  who  were  tyrannizing  over  them. 

Sieur  de  Vincennes  Had  the  ]\[iamis  make  the  reply  that 
from  father  to  son  they  had  been  the  Children  of  Onontio  (this 
is  tlie  name  which  the  Savages  give  to  the  Governor-general 
of  Canada),  and  that  tliey  would  not  depart  from  their  obedi- 
ence tx)  him. 

The  Ouyatanons  have  sent  a  young  Slave  to  Sieur  de  Rajne- 
zay  to  reiterate  the  request  they  made  to  him  last  year  to  be 
present  at  their  Councils,  and  to  furnish  a  IMissionai-y  to  teach 
them,  and  a  blacksmith  to  repair  their  weapons. 

Monsieur  do  Vaudreuil  will  provide  what  they  ask,  and  will 
pay  special  attention  to  garrisoning  all  tlic  posts.  It  is  of  tlio 
Utmost  importance  to  cstablisli  those  On  the  Southern  frontier, 
where  the  English  of  Pensilvania,  Carolina,  and  Virginia  are 
anxious  to  introduce  themselves,  which  wouhl  ruin  tlu^  Com- 
merce not  only  of  Canada,  but  even  of  Louisiana,  on  ac(>>unt 

1  Marginal  note:    "To  l)e  kept  as  a  minute.    L.  A.  P.,  pres." 
2 Marginal  note:    "This  is  the  Ouabache  river." 
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of  the  easy  comimmicatioii  furnished  by  the  Elvers  that  empty 
into  the  great  river  Mississipy. 
Done  and  decreed  by  the  Council  of  Marine,  January  6,  1717. 

L.  A.  DE  Bourbon, 

Marechal  d'estrees. 

By  the  Council: 

La  Chapelle. 


1717:    LOUVIGNY  PACIFIES  WESTERN  TRIBES,  AND  RECALLS 
COUREURS  DE  BOIS:    POSTS  ESTABLISHED. 

{Extract  from  letter  of  Louvigny  to  Louis  Alexandre  de  Bourbon, 
count  de  Toulouse;  dated  Oct.  1,  1717.  Source,  same  as  preceding 
document,  but  vol.  36,  c.  11,  fol.  324.] 

I  take  the  liberty,  Monseigneur,  of  giving  an  account  to  Your 
Serene!  Highness  of  the  voyage  which  I  have  Just  made,  by 
order  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  as  a  result  of 
the  one  which  I  made  last  year,  and  in  order  to  secure  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  articles  upon  which  we  Had  agreed  with  the  Re- 
nards  and  their  allies,  in  the  presence  of  many  different  nations, 
in  order  to  assure  and  confirm  the  peace  between  Them  and 
us.  They  had  put  into  my  hands  six  persons,  chiefs  or  Chil- 
dren of  chiefs,  by  way  of  security  for  the  treaty  they  had  nuide  — 
of  which  I  left  them  a  copy  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  to  Sen^e 
as  an  authentic  testimony  of  our  agreements,  and  of  the  tak- 
ing possession  by  us  of  a  Territory  conquered  by  the  Arm^ 
of  the  Iving,  which  might  subsequently  Ix)  disputed  by  the  Eng- 
lish, always  Jealous  of  the  success  of  the  I'reiu'li  Anns. 

The  Death  from  snuill-pox  of  three  of  tbo  principal  liostngcs, 
who  llad  come  down,  of  course  caused  some  dehiy  in  the  com- 
ing down  of  those  Peoples  to  Carry  out  the  Articles  of  the 
Treaty  which  they  had  ma(h^;  and  ^lonsiiMir  onr  (l(Micr;il,  who 
is  always  well  Informed  as  to  the  customs  of  the  savag»\^,  ti>ok 
me  with  him  early  in  March  over  the  ice  to  jMontreal,  where 
I  embarked  in  May  to  go  to  ]\Iissilimakinac,  to  loarn  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Kenards.    lie  gave  \w  one  of  the  three  remain- 
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ing  hostages  to  take  back  to  his  Village,  so  that  this  man,  by 
an  authentic  mark  of  the  disease  (which  had  cost  him  an  eye), 
could  Explain  to  them  in  what  manner  the  others  had  died, 
the  care  that  Monsieur  the  General  had  given  Them  during 
their  illness,  and  what  Ceremonies  had  been  performed  for  them 
after  their  deaths ;  and,  finally,  that  this  malady  had  prevailed 
likewise  among  all  the  nations  ^^ear  the  French,  and  among 
the  French  themselves.  This  Envoy  had  a  message  from 
Monsieur  the  General;  and  I  also  Avas  charged  to  ascertain, 
on  arriving  at  Missilimakinac,  what  would  be  best  to  do. 

I  sent  this  hostage  home  with  ten  Frenchmen,  including  two 
Interpreters,  who  were  to  be  Witnesses,  night  and  day,  of  all 
that  was  said  in  the  Councils;  for  there  was  ground  for  fear- 
ing, on  account  of  the  death  at  Montreal  of  the  most  notable 
of  all  their  war-Chiefs,  that  they  might  espouse  Sentiments  di- 
rectly opposed  to  their  previous  promises. 

They  received  our  Frenchmen,  with  the  Envoy,  by  celebrat- 
ing a  Calumet-IIunt,  and  with  all  their  customary  marks  of 
Ceremony;  they  gave  to  my  Envoys  a  Cabin  arranged  and  fur- 
nished according  to  their  Custom ;  and,  after  having  dried  the 
tears  which  it  is  their  wont  to  shed  on  the  receipt  of  such  news, 
they  Listened  to  the  hostage  whom  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  had 
Sent  to  them.  ITe  spoke  very  favorably  for  us,  conforming  to 
what  liad  been  told  him  and  to  the  truth.  The  old  men  replied 
that  they  had  already  Indirectly  Heard  this  news  about  their 
people,  but  that  they  had  refused  to  believe  it  Until  they  should 
have  received  reliable  information  Through  their  Father. 
They  said  that  they  could  not  come  down  this  year  to  see  their 
father;  and  that,  inasmuch  as  the  master  of  life  had  U\kon  away 
the  lives  of  their  kinsmen  and  their  ChiefvS,  they  would  1h*  con- 
soled for  this,  since  they  Were  sleeping  in  tho  same  bed  witJi 
the  Children  of  their  father.  Ihit  they  added  that  they  wer.t? 
obliged  by  their  (•ustom  to  givc>  to  their  (K';h1  the  tears  which 
they  owe  to  them;  that  moreover,  their  "^'ovmg  wwn  lia»l  Uvn 
can'ied  away  by  the  sight  of  tlie  merclinndise  which  several 
French  Canoes  had  brought  to  thiMu,  :nid  (^>nso<|uently  wore 
destitut(^  of  peltri(^s,  having  tradc^l  all  the  fnrs  tliat  thoy  had 
sot  aside  for  i)aying  th(^  expensive  of  tlu^  MApi^lition;  i\\u\  that. 
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during  several  years  while  they  had  been  engaged  in  War,  they 
had  lacked  every  kind  of  merchandise.  (I  had  however,  fear- 
ing that  this  accident  might  happen,  on  my  return,  forbidden 
all  the  Frencli  to  go  and  trade  with  the  Eenards ;  but  prohibi- 
tions of  this  sort  have  not  been  very  well  Enforced.) 

The  Renards  continued  their  speeches,  and  had  the  interpre- 
ters Write  what  they  wished  to  say  to  the  Governor.  They 
begged  him  not  to  be  Concerned,  as  they  would,  the  following 
year.  Keep  their  words  and  their  promises  satisfactorily — and 
added  that  they  not  only  promised  with  words,  but,  as  words 
might  change,  they  promised  by  this  Writing  which  does  not 
change. 

They  said  that  it  would  be  too  much  to  lie  twice  to  their 
father  ;  that  the  Extremity  in  which  they  had  found  themselves 
the  year  before,  and  the  fear  inspired  in  them  by  Monsieur  de 
Louvigny  were  not  yet  Effaced  from  their  Minds;  and  that 
they  had  not  yet  forgotten  the  favor  that  I  had  shown  them  in 
enabling  them  and  their  families  to  enjoy  the  light.  All  tho 
old  men  applauded  the  Orator,  and  promised  to  keep  their  word 
satisfactorily  next  year.  This  is  what  they  have  given  in  Writ- 
ing and  what  I  have  from  the  Interpreters. 

I  made  known  the  death  of  our  great  King  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  all  the  nations  of  the  Lakes,  who  are  to  come  down  next 
year  to  cover  the  death  of  the  King  and  to  ask  the  ])rotection 
of  His  August  Successor.^ 

This,  ]\  ton  seigneur,  was  the  chief  object  of  the  Voyage  which 
I  made  this  year  by  order  of  ]\I(msieur  the  ^larquis  de  Vau- 
drouil.  The  second  object  was  to  declare  tlie  Amnesty,  and 
to  try  to  Induce  all  the  disaffected  Voyageurs  to  come  down. 
I  have  likewise  succeeded  in  this  a  flair,  since  there  rcmnin  only 
Tv/enty  of  them,  Avho  Were  at  a  Distance  ;iiid  will  eon\e  down 
next  spring. 

Tho  Kesult  of  these  two  Voyages  has  be(>n  ihv  (>st;iMishinent 
of  p(iace  among  all  ihr.  Nations  with  wIkmu  the  EnMuh  trad*^; 

1  Louis  XIV  of  France  died  on  Sept.  1,  17ir>,  and  was  siiocooded  by 
his  great-grandson,  Louis  XV.  To  "cover  *  a  death  Is  a  metaphor  of 
Indian  speech  for  expressing  their  regret  and  sympathy  to  the  rela- 
tives of  the  deceased. — Ed. 
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the  descent  of  the  disaffected  French  from  the  upper  country, 
or  rather  their  abandonment  of  it;  and  an  Extraordinary  abun- 
dance of  rich  and  vahiable  peltries,  of  which  we  have  never  Seen 
so  great  a  quantity  in  Canada,  with  a  great  deal  of  fat  Beaver. 
Thanks  to  my  care  and  pains  last  year  to  make  known  our  wishes 
to  the  nations,  and  to  Induce  them  to  make  Robes,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  still  more  peltries  next  year. 

And  in  order  carefully  to  preserve  this  Trade  with  the  s-av- 
age  nations,  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Yaudreuil  has  Established 
posts  related  to  one  another,  in  conformity  with  A  plan  which 
I  took  the  liberty  to  present  to  him  ;  and  I  believe,  jMonseigneur, 
that  this  will  be  the  surest  means  of  Keeping  all  these  nations 
loyal  to  the  King,  and  of  diverting  them  from  the  Foreign  Ideas 
which  they  have. 

I  believe  that  it  would  be  expedient  that  Our  Lords  of  the 
Council  should  name  a  person  of  authority  to  go,  at  least  every 
two  years,  to  Examine  all  the  posts  and  to  make  a  Tour  of  them, 
to  see  what  is  occurring  there,  and  to  remedy  any  disorders  ai'is- 
ing,  so  as  to  inform  our  Lords  of  the  Council  and  Monsieur  the 
governor-general  on  his  Return. 

My  proposition  is  not  without  foundation,  and  it  would  have 
good  results;  but  I  believe  it  would  be  necessary  to  honor  tliis 
officer  with  a  brevet  of  Commandant-general  in  the  countries 
where  the  French  trade,  so  as  to  Avoid  all  Altercation  with  tiie 
Commandants  of  those  posts. 

If  Our  Lords  of  tlie  council  judge  me  capable  of  this  Em- 
ployment, I  will  undertake  it  with  pleasure,  since  I  seek  no 
other  glory  tlian  that  of  sacrificing  my  life  in  the  sen-ice  of  His 
Majesty,  and  of  making  known  to  Your  Serene  Highness  the 
profound  respect  with  which  I  hav^e  the  honor  to  Be,  etc. 

[Endorsed:  "Canada.  Monsieur  de  Louvlgny,  at  Quebec.  Oct.  1. 
1717.    The  original  ha3  been  returned  to  H.  R.  H."J 
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1718:    DESCRIPTION  OP  MICHILLIMACKINAC;  INDIAN  TRIBES 
OF  THAT  REGION. 

["Relation  of  Sieur  de  Lamothe  Cadillac,  Captain  on  full  pay  com- 
manding a  company  of  the  Marine  troops  in  Canada;  formerly  Com- 
mandant of  Missilimakinak  and  other  posts  in  distant  countries,  where 
he  remained  three  years."  This  document  is  published  by  Margry  in 
Decouv.  et  etahl.,  v,  pp.  75-132;  from  it  we  select  and  translate  sec- 
tions i  and  v.j 

I.  MissiUmakinah. 

Missilimakinak  means  in  our  language  Isle  de  la  Toriue 
[Turtle  Island].  This  name  may  be  due  either  to  its  shape  or 
to  the  fact  that  a  turtle  was  found  in  the  vicinity.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  lake  Huron,  and  is  about  two  leagues  in  circumference; 
it  is  a  league  and  a  half  from  the  inhabited  mainland;  it  is 
occupied  only  during  the  fishing  season,  when  an  abundance  of 
fish  is  caught  all  around  it. 

Opposite  this  island  is  a  large  sandy  cove  in  the  lake-shorc, 
in  the  middle  of  which  is  the  French  fort,  where  tliere  is  a 
garrison.  There  the  commandant-in-chief  of  tlie  country  re- 
sides, having  under  him  sundry  commandants  in  various  posts; 
but  one  and  all  of  them  are  chosen  by  tlie  governor-general  of 
New  France.  This  post  is  called  Fort  de  Biiade.  The  Jesuits' 
convent,  the  French  village,  and  those  of  the  Ilurons  and 
Outaouas,  are  contiguous  to  one  anollier;  and  all  togetlier  bor- 
der on,  fill  and  complete  tlie  head  of  the  cove.  It  should  be 
observed  that  in  that  country  the  word  'Hown"  is  unknown; 
so  that,  if  one  wished  to  speak  of  Pans,  he  would  have  to  des- 
ignate it  by  the  exi)ression  ^^great  viUage." 

The  site  of  this  post  is  most  advantageous,  brcnuse  it  is  very 
near  to  Lake  Huron,  by  which  all  the  nations  of  the  Soutli  arc 
obliged  to  pass  when  they  go  to  or  return  from  llontn^d,  as 
well  as  the  French  who  wish  to  trath'  in  distant  rogituis. 
Neither  the  one  nor  the  otlun*  can  pass  without  being  se(Mi,  bi^ 
cause  the  horizon  is  so  wide  that  canoes  can  be  distinguished 
from  the  fort  as  far  as  tlic  strongest  eyes  can  see.  In  a  wortl, 
it  may  be  said  that  this  j)lacx>  is  the  c(>ntr(%  as  it.  \V('n\  for  all 
the  rest  of  the  colony,  whence  every tJiing  is  (listribnt<Hl  ;  ami 


I7I8J 


FRENCH  REGIME  IN  WISCONSIN. 


it  is  almost  equally  distant  from  the  other  posts  that  have  been 
established,  and  is  in  the  midst  of  all  the  nations  having  rela- 
tions with  lis. 

I  know  not  w4iy  the  name  "lakes''  should  have  been  given 
to  abysses  of  water  of  so  great  and  vast  extent.  Thus  the  first 
lake  is  called  Lake  Superior,  the  second  Lake  Huron,  the  third 
Lake  Michigan  or  Illinois,  the  fourth  Lake  Erie,  the  fifth  Lake 
Ontario.  I  think  it  is  important  and  even  necessary  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  curious  to  explain  the  reasons  that  may  have 
led  to  the  division  of  this  single  lake  into  five  parts.  I  say 
one  and  a  single  lake,  because  it  is  incontestable  that  the  w^aters 
are  the  same,  communicating  witli  and  joining  one  another. 

It  is  nevertheless  tnie  that  there  is  a  rapid  at  the  village  of 
the  Sauteurs  of  Ste.  Marie,  so  that  navigation  by  barks  or  ships 
is  impracticable,  either  ascending  or  descending.  Conse- 
quently, a  portage  must  be  made — that  is  to  say,  goods  must  be 
carried  by  land  around  the  rapids;  they  can,  nevertheless,  be 
run  in  a  canoe  or  shallop.  This  is  the  chief  reason  why  lake 
Superior,  whose  circumference  is  500  leagues,  has  been  sep- 
arated from  lake  Huron,  whose  circumference  is  600.  Now 
the  latter  is  not  separated  from  lake  Michigan,  but  it  is  claimed 
that  it  is  not  the  same,  on  account  of  a  strait  tAvo  leagues  in 
width,  through  which  barks  and  ships  can  pass  without  dan- 
ger. Once  this  strait  is  passed,  tlie  lake  widens  suddenly ;  and 
its  circumference  may  be  300  leagues. 

Lake  Erie  is  also  separated  from  lake  Huron  by  a  strait, 
through  which  ships  can  easily  pass.  It  is  200  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference. The  latter  lake  is  separated  from  the  first  one, 
lake  Ontario,  which  is  also  200  leagues  in  circumference,  by  an 
insurmountable  waterfall,  which  nothing  can  pass.  Accord- 
ingly, there  is  nothing  more  easy  to  conceive  than  that  one  can 
in  a  ship  coast  along  1,800  leagues  of  country  in  tho  interior, 
witliout  difficulty,  and  on  fresh  water,  not  only  in  canoes,  but 
also  in  barks  and  large  ships — with  this  exception,  that  vess<d3 
on  lakes  Huron  and  ]\li(^higan  and  on  lake  Erie  cannot  pass  into 
lake  Superior  or  lake  Ontario,  on  which  barks  or  shi])s  would 
have  tx)  bo  built. 

At  a  distance)  from  the  shores  of  these  lakes,  the  lH>ttoni  c;m- 
not  be  found  any  more  than  on  the  high  seas;  and  closo  to  land 
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there  is  almost  everywhere  20,  25,  30,  40,  or  50  brasses  of  water. 
The  currents,  especially  near  Missilimakinak,  are  as  swift  as 
in  the  sea  itself.  This  might  perhaps  be  attributed  to  the  winds 
that  frequently  blow  there.  But  experience  proves  the  con- 
trary, for  the  currents  are  always,  without  exception,  contrary 
to  the  wind — ^so  that,  for  instance,  if  the  north  wind  blows 
the  cun'ent  runs  northward;  and,  if  the  south  wind  blows,  it 
runs  southward ;  and  so  on  for  the  other  winds.  And,  what  is 
still  more  peculiar,  during  calm  weather  the  current  runs  in 
the  direction  whence  the  wind  should  corne.  This  observation 
is  infallible.  I  leave  philosophers  to  reason  out  this  question, 
assuring  them  that  the  testimony  I  bear  is  true,  as  true  as  it  is 
to  say  that  it  is  daylight  at  noon. 

As  for  lake  Michigan,  there  is  a  tide — that  is,  an  ebb  and 
flow — in  the  twenty-four  hours,  as  in  the  Southern  seas;  and 
the  tides  increase  or  diminish  according  to  the  moon's  course. 

In  the  interior,  ten  leagues  from  the  last-mentioned  lake,  is 
a  small  lake  remarkable  for  its  perpetual  motion.  It  is  about 
two  leagues  in  length,  and  at  each  end  are  various  channels, 
dividing  in  various  places,  which  might  be  taken  for  ditches  dug 
by  human  hands.  ISTow  it  happens  that  at  times  one  end  of 
this  small  lake  is  dry,  and  at  others  the  opposite  end;  and  tlie 
streams  or  ditches  lying  contiguous  to  one  another  are  some- 
times empty  and  sometimes  full  to  overflowing,  so  that  its 
waters  are  constantly  agitated — galloping  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  and,  to  use  a  common  expression,  playing  at  prisoner's 
base;  one  would  say  tliat  some  sprite  tosses  them  about  in  that 
manner. 

Having  shown  tlie  situation  of  the  French  fort  and  village, 
and  of  those  of  the  Savages,  I  will  describe  how  they  arc  forti- 
fied and  built.  These  forts  are  made  of  stakes.  Those  of  the 
outer  row  are  as  thick  as  one's  thigh,  and  about  30  foot  high  ; 
the  second  row  inside  is  a  full  foot  from  the  first,  and 
leans  over  at  the  top  to  support  and  prop  it;  the  third  row  is 
four  feet  from  the  second  one,  and  consists  of  stakes  3V^ 
feet  in  diameter,  standing  15  or  10  foot  out  of  t ho  ground. 
Now  in  this  row  no  space  is  left  between  the  stakes;  on  the  con- 
trary, tliey  are  driven  as  closely  togotlior  as  possibh^  and  loof>- 
holes  are  cut  at  intervals.    In  the  first  two  rows  tlioro  is  a  space 
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of  about  6  ponces^  between  the  stakes,  and  by  this  means  the 
first  and  second  rows  do  not  prevent  the  enemy  from  being  dis- 
covered;  but  there  are  neither  curtains  nor  bastions,  and,  prop- 
erly peaking,  it  is  a  mere  fence. 

As  for  their  cabins,  they  are  semi-circular  at  the  top.  Itiey 
plant  in  tlie  ground  poles  that  are  as  thick  as  one's  leg,  and 
very  long,  which  they  join  together,  by  bending  the  tops;  then 
they  tie  and  fasten  them  with  the  bark  of  the  basswood  tree, 
which  they  use  as  we  do  our  twine  and  rope.  They  afterward 
interlace  cross-pieces,  of  the  thickness  of  one's  arm,  between 
these  large  i)oles,  which  they  cover  from  end  to  end  with  the 
bark  of  the  fir  or  cedar  trees,  fastening  it  to  the  poles  and  cross- 
pieces  ;  at  the  top  they  leave  an  open  space,  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  about  two  feet  wide.  It  is  certain  that  their  cabins  are 
water-tight,  and  no  rain  gets  in.  They  are  generally  from  100 
to  130  feet  in  length,  24  in  width,  and  20  in  height.  There  is 
a  raised  platform  on  each  side,  and  each  family  has  its  own  little 
apartment;  there  is  also  a  door  at  each  end.  Their  streets  are 
laid  out  as  in  our  villages. 

The  houses  of  the  French  are  l)uilt  of  wood,  the  pieces  being 
laid  one  on  the  other;  but  they  are  roofed  with  cedar  bark.  The 
only  houses  with  board  roofs  are  those  of  the  JesuitvS. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  four  different  nations  are  in- 
cluded under  the  name  of  Outaouas.  The  first  is  that  of  the 
Kiskakons,  which  means  ^'Cut  tails,"  and  it  is  the  most  numer- 
ous; the  second  is  the  Sable  nation,  so  called  Wause  it  formerly 
dwelt  in  a  sandy  country,  its  village  being  sitmited  in  a  sandy 
cove,  but  the  Iroquois  drove  that  nation  from  its  lands.  The 
third  is  the  Sinago;  and  the  fourth  the  Nassauakuet-oun,  that  is. 
Nation  of  the  Fork,"  which  derives  its  etymology  from  tlio 
name  of  the  Chiefs — or  more  probably,  ivom  the  river  wIhmw^ 
they  came^  which  forms  a  sort  of  fork,  dividing  into  thn*c 
branches.  These  four  nations  are  allied  and  friendly  to  one 
another,  living  together  in  amicable  n^hitions;  and  at  present 
they  speak  but  one  langnage. 

iThe  pouce  is  one-twelfth  of  the  French  linear  foot,  and  slightly  ex- 
ceeds the  inch  of  English  measure. — Eo. 

^See  the  name  Nassawakwet.  p.  165.  an/e.— Ed. 
24 
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The  Huron  nation  forms  a  difierent  body  from  the  four  last 
mentioned ;  it  has,  therefore,  its  own  village,  separated  from 
the  other  by  a  palisade.  The  Hurons  speak  a  different  lan- 
guage from  the  other  nations,  so  that  they  can  understand  one 
another  only  through  an  intei-preter.  This  was  formerly  the 
most  powerful,  the  strongest,  and  also  the  most  populous  nation  ; 
but  the  Iroquois  destroyed  it,  and  drove  it  from  its  lands,  so 
that  it  is  now  reduced  to  a  very  small  number.  And  it  is  well 
for  us  that  this  is  the  case,  for  they  pre  malicious,  intrig-uing, 
and  evil-intention ed  men,  capable  of  great  imdertakings ;  but 
fortunately  their  sword  is  too  short.  ^Nevertheless,  as  they  can- 
not play  the  part  of  lions,  they  act  like  foxes,  and  spare  no 
effort  to  embroil  matters  between  us  and  our  allies. 

As  regards  the  land,  each  nation  selects  its  own  district,  and 
each  family  marks  out  its  ground  and  its  fields.  It  is  the  wo- 
men's duty  to  till  and  sow  the  land ;  and  really  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  see  them,  with  an  implement  of  hard  wood,  shaped  like  a 
scraper  at  one  end,  and  flat  at  the  other,  subduing  the  soil  with 
incredible  vigor  and  diligence.  Their  crops  consist  of  Indian 
corn,  peas,  beans,  pumpkins,  and  watermelons. 

The  great  abundance  of  fish,  and  the  convenience  with  which 
they  can  be  obtained,  have  led  the  Savages  to  fonn  a  permanent 
settlement  at  this  place.  It  is  a  daily  manna  which  never  fails  j 
•  there  is  not  a  family  that  cannot  catch  enough  fish  for  its  suste- 
nance throughout  the  year.  Moreover,  it  is  impossible  to  eat 
better  fish,  for  it  swims  and  is  fed  in  the  finest,  clearest,  and 
most  crystalline  waters  that  were  ever  seen. 

I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  describe  the  method  of  fishing, 
for  every  country  has  its  own  customs.  But  wliat  I  think  I 
should  mention  is  the  pleasure  of  seeing  as  many  as  a  hundred 
whitefish  caught  in  a  single  haul  of  a  net.  This  i;^  the  mof«t 
delicate  fish  of  the  lakes;  and  it  is  as  large  as  sluid  in  Franco. 
Quantities  of  trout  are  also  caught,  which  weigh  as  much  as  50 
pounds;  they  are  certainly  excellent  food.  Finally  sturgoou, 
pike,  carp,  herring,  ])oisson  dore,^  and  a  hundred  different  kinds 
of  fish  abound  in  tliat  ])art  of  the  hiVc. 

lA  name  (meaning  "gilded  fieh'*)  applird  by  tho  Frrnch  to  tlio  yel- 
low perch;  some  writers  also  give  it  to  tlu^  iiiekerel.— En. 
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It  will  probably  be  interesting  also  to  know  what  the  French 
and  Savages  eat,  and  how  they  prepare  their  food.    This  is 
what  is  done:    A  large  tree  is  sawn,  and  a  log  about  3  feet  long 
is  cut,  and  hollowed  out  about  2  feet,  somewhat  like  a  mortar. 
Then  a  pestle  5  feet  long  is  made,  of  hard  wood ;  then  Indian 
com  is  put  in  the  mortar,  and  ciTished  with  the  pestle.  When 
sufficiently  crushed,  it  is  winnowed,  and  the  bran  separated 
from  it  until  nothing  remains  but  the  meal  [gru],  which'  is 
sifted  to  remove  the  fine  flour ;  this  leaves  the  meal  pure,  clean, 
and  as  white  as  rice.    It  is  boiled  with  water  in  a  pot  or  kettle, 
and  at  the  same  time  whitefish  is  boiled  in  another  kettle ;  when 
the  meal  is  half  boiled,  the  fish  is  taken  out  and  mixed  with  the 
gruel  [bouillon  de  gi'u],  which  is  reduced  to  a  liquid  as  white  as 
milk.    Aftenvard  it  is  thrown  into  the  pot  and  stirred  w^ith  a 
ladle,  as  is  done  witli  rice,  until  completely  cooked ;  and,  as  it  is 
the  custom  of  the  country  for  every  person  to  have  his  own 
plate,  each  one  fills  his  with  this  porridge,  called  by  the  Sav- 
ages Sagamite,  which  means  '^a  variety  of  things  mixed  together 
to  be  eaten."  ^ 

This  food  is  not  dainty,  but  it  is  certainly  very  wholesome: 
for  it  always  keeps  the  body  open,  and  is  veiy  aperient,  for  one 
urinates  as  often  as  fifty  times  a  day.  And,  if  one  never  ate 
anything  else,  one  Avould  never  be  thirsty,  as  has  happened  to 
many  persons  who'  heedlessly  pass  entire  months  without  drink- 
ing. I  can  attest  that  I  have  passed  twenty  days  without  feel- 
ing the  slightest  thirst,  which  leads  me  to  think  that  it  would 
be  good  food  for  those  who  suffer  from  gravel.  In  the  evening, 
fish  is  eaten  cooked  in  a  variety  of  ways :  fried,  broiled,  boiled, 
smoked,  or  stewed ;  there  is  neither  oil  nor  butter,  but  there  is 
the  fat  or  marrow  of  moose,  elk,  or  buffalo,  wliich  is  brought  to 
Missilimakinak  from  the  Illinois  or  Chicagxiu ;  and  in  truth 
I  coiisider  tJiis  sauce  as  good  as  that  of  tlie  Carthusians  or  the 
JVIinims.- 

iCf.  the  description  of  this  food  given  by  the  missionary  Poisson 
(Jcs.  Relations,  Ixvii,  pp.  291,  293,  315),  as  used  in  Louisiana. — En. 

-Two  religious  orders:  the  Carthusians,  founded  in  the  year  1080.  at 
Chartreux,  France,  by  St.  Bruno;  and  tlie  Minims,  founded  in  14o3. 
by  St.  Francis  de  Paula,  of  Calabria.  Both  were  remarkable  for  their 
austerities;  hence  the  sarcasm  of  Cadillac  —  who.  moreover,  had  no 
love  for  jnonks. —  Ed. 
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Bread  is  made  of  the  flour  of  Indian  corn,  baked  under  the 
ashes  or  in  heated  sand.  It  is  good  when  one  has  a  good  appe- 
tite, and  wonderfully  increases  one^s  flesh. 

Every  one  enjoys  good  health  at  Missilimakinak ;  this  may 
be  ascribed  to  the  liealthfulness  of  the  air,  or  of  the  food,  but  it 
is  still  better  to  ascribe  it  to  both.  A  sure  proof  of  the  excel- 
lence of  the  climate  is  the  sight  of  old  men  whose  grand-sons  are 
becoming  gray;  and  one  might  say  that  death  has  not  the 
strength  to  knock  down  these  sj)ectres,  whose  hearing  and  sight 
are  nevertheless  good.  But  their  memory  is  often  at  fault,  for 
they  sometimes  maintain  that  they  are  a  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  years  old,  and  they  relate  stories  and  anecdotes  of 
things  which  they  assert  to  have  happened  at  that  time;  this  is 
incredible,  but  they  have  the  advantage  of  meeting  no  one  who 
can  contradict  them,  or  give  them  the  lie,  otherwise  than  by  in- 
duction. 

Beavers  are  very  scarce  in  the  neighborhood  of  Missilimak- 
inak, and  the  Savages  of  that  post  go  200  leagues  to  hunt  them. 
A  good  hunter  generally  kills  only  fifty  or  sixty, — sometimes 
more,  sometimes  less, — from  the  month  of  Octol>er  to  the  month 
of  May.  They  exchange  and  barter  their  beaver-skins  for  our 
goods;  this  is  called  ^'trading^^  or  carrying  on  the  trade."  We 
supply  them  with  powder,  bullets,  wea])ons,  cloth,  toloacco,  and 
all  things  in  use  among  us. 

If  people  could  realize  the  fatigues  that  have  to  be  undergone 
to  find  iK'aver,  they  would  not  so  despise  that  merchandise;  for 
it  must  be  known  that  the  French  convoy  generally  leaves  ^lorit- 
Real  at  the  beginning  of  s])ring,  or  else. about  the  ir)th  of  Sep- 
tember. In  that  country  both  seasons  are  un])lens:int :  onv, 
owing  to  the  melting  of  the  ice  and  snow,  which  nu\kes  the  water 
ra])id  and  very  cold  ;  the  other,  lu'causo  the  cold  weather  i^ 
ginning,  and  there  an^  many  rapids  on  the  way.  Xearly  always 
invincible  in  fishing,  the  ('auadians  (who  are  usually  in  tlu  ir 
shirt-sleeves,  with  bare  legs  and  feet),  when  their  canoes  cannot 
overcome  the  swiftness  of  the  water,  boldly  jiunp  into  it,  by 
sheer  strength  assisting  one  another;  they  succeed,  but  not  with- 
out often  getting  the  skin  of  their  (vc\  and  Irgs  torn,  tlic  nn'ks 
being  so  cold  that  they  strongly  adliere  to  liir  skin,  and  earinol 
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be  detaclied  without  taking-  ofi  a  piece  of  it.  If  this  happened 
bnt  once  a  day  it  Avould  be  a  trifle;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
perform  this  manoeuvre  tliroughout  the  whole  journey. 

This  is  not  all;  it  very  frequently  happens  that  on  the  way 
waterfalls  or  cascades  are  encountered,  uj)  or  down  which  one 
cannot  go ;  then  one  has  to  disembark  at  the  foot  of  the  cascades, 
and  carry  his  canoe  on  his  shoulders,  with  all  the  goods  or  bea- 
ver-skii]s  through  the  woods,  until  he  is  above  the  falls,  and  then 
re-embark.  This  is  called  a  portage.  Some  of  them  are  200 
leagues  in  length.^ 

The  Canadians  are  thus  obliged  to  perform  this  constant  and 
arduous  work  for  300  leagues  before  reaching  Missilimakinak. 
This  shows  how  strong,  vigorous,  and  hardened  to  fatignie  they 
are ;  and  it  seems  incredible  that  the  human  body  should  be  able 
to  resist  such  extraordinary  cold. 

When  they  arrive  there,  instead  of  thinking  to  rest  a  little 
after  their  fatigue,  they  hasten  as  fast  as  ])ossible  to  divide  into 
parties  and  go  farther.  They  generally  re-equip  themselves 
with  canoes  and  provisions;  after  which  some  proceed  to  the 
north  of  lake  Superior,  and  others  to  the  south,  and  penetrate 
by  means  of  rivers  200  or  300  leagues  into  the  interior  of  the 
country.  Others,  following  lake  Michigan,  go  southward  to  the 
most  distant  nations,  ^llie  only  object  they  have  in  view  is  to 
get  beaver-skins. 

When  the  voyageurs  have  sold  their  goods,  they  return  to 
Missilimakinak,  and  usually  reach  that  place  at  the  beginning 
of  July ;  there  they  once  more  equip  themselves  to  go  downi  in  a 
convoy,  if  the  commandant  of  the  counti-y  deems  it  advisable. 
It  is  therefore  clear  and  very  easy  to  understand  that  those  who 
trade  and  traihc  in  beaver-skius  are  obligxnl  to  g-o  nt  least  1,000 
leagues  before  getting  back  to  jMontreal ;  but,  in  addition,  it  is 
im])ossible  to  conceive  tlu;  dangers  to  whidi  they  expose  tlieni- 
selves  in  running  and  ])assing  through  lM)iling  rapids,  water- 
falls, and  cascades,  the  thought  of  which  makes  one's  hair  stand 
on  end. 

1  There  is  obviously  some  error  here,  probably  in  the  transcription 
from  the  original  document;  but,  as  historical  students  are  generally 
aware,  there  are  many  such  inaccuracies  In  Marpry  s  publi»\ition.  -  Kn. 
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This  is  not  all ;  one  must  nm  the  risk"  of  losing  his  life  at  the 
hands  of  the  Iroquois,  who  lie  in  ambush  in  the  defiles ;  and  if 
one  be  taken  alive,  he  must  make  up  his  mind  to  l>e  roasted  at 
a  slow  fire.  It  is  true  that  the  necessary  precautions  are  taken 
to  avoid  such  a  misfortune,  and  it  has  rarely  happened  that  our 
convoys  have  been  defeated. 

•3^  *  -X-  ^-  -X-  ^  -K-  * 

V.    Nations  mhahitlng  the  country  governed  hy  de  Lamothe 

Cadillac. 

As  I  have  described  ]\Iissilimakinak  in  the  first  chapter,  it  is 
needless  to  say  more  about  it.    I  would  merely  state  that  the 
word  Outaouas  means  in  our  language  ^'the  I^ation  of  the  Xez 
Percez"  [piei'ced  noses],  because  they  pierce  their  noses,  to 
which  they  attach  a  small  stone  well  ornamented,  which  hangs 
down  in  the  middle  of  the  mouth  between  the  lips.    This  is  a 
custom  among  them,  and  they  would  not  consider  themselves 
properly  adorned  without  this  ornament.    Some  of  the  elders 
maintain,  however,  that  it  is  a  prev^entivc  against  ''medicne'^ — 
that  is  to  say,  the  spells  tliat  their  enemies  and  other  evil-in- 
tentioned  persons  might  cast  upon  them,  to  poison  them  or  cause 
their  death.    This  is  a  further  proof  that  it  is  an  idea  of  the 
ancient  elews;  for  we  read  in  history  that  one  Eleazar  delivered 
people  possessed  of  the  devil,  in  the  presence  of  the  Emperor 
Vespasian,  of  his  son,  and  of  several  princes  and  noblemen  of 
his  court.    He  proceeded  as  follows :  he  pierced  the  nose  of  the 
possessed  one,  and  i)assed  through  it  a  ring  hollow  inside, 
wherein  he  placed  an  herb;  and  as  soon  as  the  devil  ^melliMl  it, 
he  threw  the  body  of  the  ])(>ssessed  one  upon  the  ground,  and 
fled,  v.'ithout  daring  to  return  to  it.     The  same  Klea/er  also  did 
this  frequently  in  the  nani(!  of  Solomon  ;  so  that  these  savage 
nations  may  v/ell  have  i-etain(Ml  lliis  custom  of  ])i('rcing  ihcir 
noses,  and  hav(^  forgott<Mi  the  purpose  for  which  il  was  inln>- 
duced. 

There  is  a  place  near  Missilimakinuk,  cmIKmI  Ivssolon.  WIumi 
I  passed  there  my  attention  was  calh^l  (o  lln>  n:nn(\  nn*l  1  in- 
quired of  some  Savages  the  reason  it  had  hvvu  given  to  the 
pla^e;  tliey  replied  that  their  Ancestors  h;i(l  given  it  that  nf>me. 
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but  they  could  not  tell  why.  Thereupon  we  may  recall  that 
Eeubcn  had  four  sons:  Henoch,  Phallu,  Hesron,  and  Chornii. 
How  could  the  Savages  have  given  the  river  the  name  of  Esso 
lon,  if  they  had  never  heard  of  it?  It  is  not  likely  that  this 
was  done  by  accident,  but  rather  because  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  Jews  to  bear  the  names  of  their  estates,  or  to  give  their  own 
names  to  property  of  which  they  were  in  possession. 

The  Outaouois  and  Hurons  wear  their  hair  veiy  short,  be- 
cause they  say  that  thereby  it  gives  a  slighter  hold  to  Uieir  ene- 
mies. They  leave  a  lock  at  the  top  of  the  head,  as  do  the  Ma- 
hometans. In  all  important  matters  the  Hurons  speak  almost 
only  in  the  name  of  Sataresky,  as  if  he  were  their  true  King. 
The  Outaouas  are  not  jealous  of  their  wives;  the  Hurons  are 
still  less  so,  and  they  are  absolute  mistresses,  so  tliat  the  men  do 

hardly  anything  without  their  consent. 

*        *         *  -x-        *        -x-  * 

The  Hurons  are  friends  of  the  Outaouois  solely  through 
necessity,  since  they  are  the  weaker,  to  such  an  extent  have  the 
others  killed  and  ill-treated  them.  They  usually  war  against 
the  Iroquois,  the  Sioux,  and  the  Southem  nations  beyond  the 
Illinois. 

JSTow  we  shall  see  what  nations  are  around  lake  ^Michigan, 
which  lies  contiguous  to  and  joins  lake  Huron.  As  I  have 
drawn  the  map  of  all  these  lakes,  which  in  truth  form  but  one, 
and  have  indicated  the  distances  from  one  point  to  anoUier,  I 
consider  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  tliem  here. 

I  will  merely  begin  at  the  Beaver  Isbmds  [Isles  du  Castor], 
where  some  families  have  their  cabins  and  lields  of  Indian  com. 

The  island  of  the  Poues^  is  still  inhabited  by  tJie  Pouteata- 
mis;  we  call  them  the  Poues,  because  the  first  syHable  of  thoir 
name  is  so  j)ronounced.  This  is  a  very  warlike  nrttion,  very 
hostile  to  the  Iroquois,  and  frcipiently  inllicts  severe  blows 
on  them.  They  have  no  regard  for  any  one,  althougli  they  are 
less  numerous  than  mnny  otJicr  nations.  Their  ishuul  alKUUuls 
in  grain,  and  the  climate  is  very  t<Mnperate. 

1  Washington  Island,  near  the  entrance  to  (Jreen  Bay.  The  Beaver 
TslandH  are  in  the  northern  part  of  l>ake  MIohiKan.  south  of  Mackinac 
county,  Michigan,  of  which  they  form  part  — Ed. 
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The  nation  of  the  Noquets  is  now  degraded ;  so  few  remain 
tliat  it  cannot  bear  a  distinctive  name,  because  it  is  incoii)orated 
with  many  otliers/ 

The  Malhoniiny,  or  Folles  Avoines,  are  so  called  on  account 
of  the  river  on  which  their  village  is  sitnated,^  which  produces 
a  prodigious  quantity  of  wild  oats,  which  they  gather  and  har- 
vest as  we  do  our  wheat.  They  boil  it  with  game  or  with  fat; 
this  food  is  wholesome.  There  is  no  nation  in  which  the  men 
are  so  well  built  or  have  so  good  figures  ap  in  this  one.  They 
are  not  so  swarthy  as  the  others,  and  if  they  did  not  grease 
themselves  they  would  surpass  the  French  in  Avhiteness.  The 
women  also  are  rather  pretty,  and  more  gentle  than  those  of  the 
neighboring  tribes. 

The  nation  of  the  Sakis  is  so  called  because  Saky  means  ''the 
entrance  of  the  river.''  This  nation  is  warlike,  and  harasses  the 
Iroquois;  it  was  formerly  numerous,  but  the  Illinois,  with 
whom  they  had  some  quarrels  of  old,  partly  destroyed  them, 
when  they  least  expected  it. 

The  Puans  derive  this  name  from  their  river,  which  is  very 
muddy.  It  is  so  full  of  fish  of  all  kinds  that  it  is  diflricult  to 
understand  how  it  can  hold  so  many.  Oinsequently,  during 
the  heat  of  summer,  on  account  of  either  the  quality  of  tlie 
water  or  tlie  too  great  quantity  of  fish,  the  water  is  entirely 
covered  with  them  ;  and,  as  it  immediately  becomes  foul  and 
putrid,  it  is  hardly  ])Ossible  to  approach  the  bank  on  account  of 
the  stench,  and  the  water  is  consequently  very  disgusting.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  the  nation  is  called  that  of  the  Puans,  for 
both  in  their  persons  and  their  habits  they  are  the  cleanest 
among  the  Savages;  and  their  women  are  the  least  tlirty,  and 
are  exceedingly  careful  to  keep  their  cabins  very  ch-an  and 
tidy — not  a  very  common  quality  among  other  Savage  women. 

The  Outagamis  (that  is,  the  nation  of  the  Renards)  an»  so 
called  because  they  are  a  wily  and  miscliievous  nation.  They 
dwell  on  a  very  fine  river,  and  in  a  country  that  is  ex^'cllent  for 

1  See  p.  117,  note  2,  ante. — Ed. 

2»The  Menominee  river,  wliich  forms  part  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Wisconsin  and  Michigan.— Eu. 
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all  p^jrjK)ses.    This  nation  is  growing  powerful,  and  for  that 
reason  is  daily  becoming  insolent.    I  think  that  if  we  had  not 
liad  the  Avar  with  the  Iroqnois  on  our  hands,  steps  would  have 
been  taken  to  humble  the  Outagamis;  for  they  have  on  several 
occasions  insulted   and  pillaged  the  French,  and  othenvise 
treated  them  shamefully.    They  do  not  war  against  the  Iro- 
quois.   On  the  contrary  there  is  some  sort  of  alliance  betw^een, 
them ;  and  it  is  the  j)olicy  of  that  common  enemy  of  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  New  World  to  keep  as  a  neutral,  in  the  midst  of  all 
the  other  tribes,  one  that  would  have  caused  them  much  tro\ible 
had  it  declared  war  against  them.    This  is  of  great  use  to  the 
Iroquois,  because  by  means  of  the  fox  (Renard)  he  often  eats 
the  hen.    When  matters  are  going  badly,  the  Renard  intervenes 
for  the  purpose  of  negotiation,  and  frequently  succeeds  so  well 
that  the  Iroquois  takes  breath  in  the  interval ;  because  there  is 
not  a  nation  that  does  not  consider  itself  fortunat^e,  and  deem  it 
a  great  honor,  to  be  sought  after  by  an  enemy  wdio  makes  all 
tremble,  so  that  peace  is  never  refused  him  when  he  asks  for  it 
But,  during  these  negotiations,  he  ahvays  bides  his  time  to  de- 
stroy the  nations  avIio,  through  some  untoward  fate,  are  ever 
stupid  enough  to  remain  indolent  when  their  enemy  proposes  a 
truce  or  peace  to  them;  and  not  even  experience  can  awaken 
them  or  arouse  them  from  their  supineness.    The  Renards  are 
very  dirty,  and  great  thieves;  one  even  has  to  watch  their  feet 
more  than  their  hands,  for  they  use  tliem  very  cleverly  in  steal- 
ing.   They  carry  on  war  against  the  Sioux  and  Saultcux,  a.nd 
inflict  severe  blows  upon  their  enemies.    They  are  so  little  jeal- 
ous of  their  daughters  that  they  do  not  refuse  them  to  any  who 
ask  for  them  and  give  them  trifling  presents. 

The  post  of  Ohicagou  comes  next.  The  name  means  lUvu  re 
de  Vail  ['^Garlic  river"],  because  it  produces  that  plant  in  very 
great  quantities,  wild  and  without  cultivation.^  The  village  of 
the  Miamis  is  there;  these  are  well  built  peo})le,  good  warriors, 
and  very  active.  They  are  real  and  tnie  greyhounds.  They 
harass  the  Iroquois  greatly,  and  always  utt(M-ly  defeat  thiMu. 

iThis  may  refer  to  the  wild  garlic,  or  onion  (Alliuvi)  ;  but  Honie 
writers  tbiak  that  the  ekunli-cabbage  (iSymplocarpus  fntidus)  is 
meant. —  Ed. 
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This  is  a  nuineroiis  nation,  but  it  is  divided  up  into  several  vil- 
lages, on  account  of  the  jealousy  of  the  men  of  greater  con:5e- 
quence  among  them,  who  cannot  agi'ee  together;  and,  as  they 
are  proud  and  warlike,  they  carry  on  war  against  nearly  all  the 
others.  But,  inasnuich  as  they  are  divided,  their  enemies  de- 
stroy them  so  often  that,  unless  they  unite,  they  run  the 
risk  of  being  completely  exterminated.  It  would  be  a  great 
pity,  for  they  are  worthy  people,  fairly  mild  and  civil,  and  more 
inclined,  I  think,  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  Gospel.  They  do 
not  mind  the  profligacy  of  their  daughters,  but  are  very  jealous 
of  their  wives ;  and,  when  one  of  the  latter  is  convicted  of  un- 
faithfulness or  adultery,  her  husband  has  her  head  shaved,  cuts 
off  her  nose  and  ears,  and  thnists  her  out  of  his  cabin.  After 
that  she  goes  whither  she  wills,  and  her  kindred  have  nothing 

to  say,  for  such  is  the  law  of  the  nation. 

■X-         *         *         -x-         -x-         ^         *  -x- 

Then  comes  the  river  St.  ,Tosej)h.  There  was  a  fort  there 
with  a  French  garrison ;  and  there  is  a  village  of  Miamis  of  the 
same  nation.  This  post  is  tlie  key  to  all  the  nations  Iwrdering 
on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  for  there  is  no  viHage  on 
the  south,  owing  to  the  incursions  of  tlie  Iroquois ;  but  in  the 
interior  on  the  North  side  there  are  several  in  a  West>erly  direc- 
tion, such  as  the  ]\fascoutcns,  *  *  Peanguiseins,  Pea- 
ouarias,  ICikapoux,  Ayouez,  Sioux,  and  Tintons. 

The  Sioux  are  a  proud  and  haughty  nation,  who  war  against 
all  the  others;  they  surpass  the  Iroquois  in  bravery  and  conr- 
age;  they  are  vigorous,  vigilant,  watchful  men,  and  real  war- 
riors. 

They  may  be  said  to  sUu'p  with  one  foot  in  i\\v  air  |  i.  (\,  nn^ 
always  in  motion],  having  a  daggt^r  hanging  continually  from 
the  wrist.    'J'heir  bows  and  (piivers  .serv(»  us  pillows. 

When  not  surprised,  they  are  almost  invincibhs  but  when  tbey 
are,  tbey  fight  unto  death.  Indeed,  il  scldnm  hai)p('ns  that  a 
Sioiix  is  taken  alive;  becans(\  as  soon  as  they  see  that  tlu\v  can 
no  longer  resist,  they  kil'  thems(dves,  considering  that  they  aiv 
not  worthy  to  live,  when  once  bound,  vampiished,  i\\u\  maJo 
slaves.  It  is  rather  surprising  tluit  people  ^o  brave  ;nid  so  war- 
like as  these  sho'.ild  nev(>r(h(dess  Im>  ;ible  \o  .-^hed  tears  at  will. 
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and  so  abundantly  that  it  can  hardly  be  imao^ned.  I  think  that 
it  could  not  be  believed  without  being  seen ;  for  they  are  some- 
times observed  to  laugh,  sing,  and  amuse  themselves  when,  at 
the  same  time,  one  would  say  that  their  eyes  are  like  glitters 
filled  by  a  heavy  shower;  and,  as  soon  as  they  have  wept,  they 
again  become  as  joyful  as  before,  whether  their  joy  be  real  or 
false.  The  chief  occasion  of  their  tears  is  when  their  enemies 
have  killed  some  of  their  people ;  thereupon,  they  address  them- 
selves to  their  allies  or  to  the  French  commandant.  Bending 
their  heads  they  utter  horrible  yells,  and  shed  a  deluge  of  tears, 
after  which  they  cease  to  weep  and  yell,  and  their  eyes  are  as 
dry  as  if  they  had  not  wept.  They  afterward  represent  the 
state  of  their  affairs,  so  that  one  might  say  that  they  are  the 
same  Jews  who  dwelt  on  Mount  Gerisim,  who  were  called 
"Mourners,'^  becau&e  they  had  the  gift  of  tears.  There  are 
several  very  rich  lead  mines  in  their  country. 


1718:  MEMOIR  ON  THE  SAVAGES  OF  CANADA  AS  FAR  AS  TH3 
MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  DESCRIBING  THEIR  CUSTOMS  AND 
TRADE. 

[Translated  from  a  MS.  in  archives  of  MinistSre  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  39,  c.  11,  fol.  354."  J 

From  The  portage  of  A^iagara,  which  is  from  two  and  a  half 
to  three  Leagues  Long,  but  offering  a  fine  road,  over  which  The 
carts  roll  two  or  three  times  every  year;  very  fine  forests  and 
clear  enough  to  allow  one  to  see  a  person  more  than  Six  hundred 
paces  away — all  the  trees  are  oaks,  and  very  large.  Along  this 
entire  road  the  land  is  not  very  good ;  thero  are  four  hiUs  to 
clind)  from  The  place  where  one  hinds,  which  is  tliree  Li^igues 
along  the  river.  Above  the  first  liill  is  a  village  of  the  Scnon- 
touans,  consisting  of  about  ten  Cabins.  They  raise  indian  corn 
and  beans,  peas.  Watermelons,  and  squashes;  everything  grows 
very  finely  there.  The  Senontouans  are  of  service*  to  the  Fr(Mich, 
and  thus  earn  Money  —  that  is  to  say,  they  transj)(>rt  thi^  (»tYect4 
of  the  Fn^ich  who  go  into  the  uj)per  country;  some  do  this  for 
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luitasses,^  otiiers  for  shirts,  otlicrs  for  poAvder  and  shot,  Avhile 
yoiue  of  tliciii  steal ;  and,  when  tlic  Freneli  come  down,  the  Sav- 
ages earry  Tlieir  packages  of  })eltries  for  some  pelts.  This 
])ortage  is  made  to  Avoid  the  niagara  Cataract,  Avhich  Is  the 
grandest  sheet  of  water  in  the  world,  falling  perpendicularly 
from  a  height  of  more  than;  two  or  three  hnndred  feet.  This 
fall  discharges  the  waters  of  Lakes  Erie,  hnron,  !Michigimn, 
and  Superior,  and  consequently  of  all  tlie  rivers  that  flow  into 
those  Lakes,  which  Are  numherless;  and  also  of  other  I^akes, 
of  Vvhicli  I  do  not  know  the  names,  and  wliich  are  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Syou  [Sioux].  After  passing  The  poi-tage  of 
Niagara,  one  ascends  a  river  more  tlian  a  quarter  of  a  league 
wide,  for  Six  Leagues,  to  enter  into  lake  Erie,  Which  has  not 
a  very  wide  entrance.  The  road  Is  much  more  attractive  on 
the  Southern  than  on  the  Xorthern  side ;  the  i'(iason  why  few 
people  follow  It  is  hecause  it  Is  thirty  Leagues  Longer  than 
that  on  the  North.  On  eithei*  side  of  that  Lake  one  is  not 
obliged  to  fast,  on  account  of  The  abundance  of  game  to  be 
found  there.  On  the  Southern  side  are  seen  buffalo,  which  are 
Not  fotuid  on  the  Northern  side.  Nearly  100  leagues  South 
of  Niagara  is  a  river  which  is  called  tlic  Sandosquet  [San- 
dusky], wliich  The  Savages  Settled  at  detroit  and  along  Lake 
huron  follow  when  they  go  tO'  tight  The  testes  jdattes  and  other 
nations  in  the  direction  of  (^irolinna  —  as  'I'he  cheraquis, 
The  Savages  who  live  on  the  easquinanpo  Kiver  and  The  Chau- 
anons.^  'J'^^<^.y  ascend  this  river  Sandosquet  for  two  or  three 
days,  then  they  nud^e  a  short  ])ortage  of  about  a  qmirter  of  a 
LeagiU3  over  a  hue  road  ;  some  of  them  make  canoes  of  elm  bark  ; 
and  tli(^y  then  embark  on  a  little  Kivei-  |  (lie  Scioto]  which  flows 
into  the  River  Auyo  [Ohio  I,  which  means  "l)eantitul  livcr." 
It  Is  beautiful  inde(Ml,  for  it  is  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  l.eagiu^ 
wide,  and  has  a  fine  curn^nt  without  ra]>ids,  except  a  Single 
cascade  which  is  oidy  half  an  ai'pent  long.  Hiis  river  falls 
into   the   ouabache,    and    thence    into   the    missysypy,  t\irty 

3  See  p.  124,  note,  ante. — En. 

■'^Thixt  is,  "the  Cheroktes,  Uie  tribrs  on  the  Tennespee  river,  niul  the 
Shawnese."  —  Eu. 
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Lcag'ues  below  the  Village  of  rouinsac/  where  The  fathers  Are 
Settled,  and  where  there  are  some  Frenchmen.  This  Oyo  or 
beaiitifnl  River  has  its  source  about  thirty  Jx^agues  back  of 
[i.  e.,  south  from]  the  Senontouann  nation.  There  is  a  river 
above  fort  des  Sables  on  Lake  Ontariau,  and  near  the  Tliviere 
aux  beufs,  which  flows  into  that  beautiful  river.-  Any  one 
wishing  easily  to  reach  the  misysypy  would  only  need  to  fol- 
low this  River  or  the  Sandosquet,  and  would  run  no  risk  of- 
going  hungry,  for  all  those  who  have  traveled  over  this  route 
have  often  assured  me  tliat  there  was  all  Along  that  beautiful 
River  so  vast  a  number  of  buffalo  and  all  other  wild  animals 
that  they  Were  Often  obliged  to  discharge  their  guns  in  order 
to  clear  a.  passage.  They  say  that  2,000  men  could  easily  sub- 
sist there. 

From  this  Sandosquet  T\iver,  to  go  to  destroit,  they  cross  lake 
Esrie  from  island  to  island,  and  reach  a  place  called  Point 
plee,^  where  there  is  a  very  great  abundance  of  all  sorts  of  fish, 
and  especially  of  enormous  sturgeon,  three,  four,  or  five  feet 
in  Length.  In  one  of  these  islands  there  is  such  abundance 
of  cats^  that  some  Savages  have  in  a  very  short  time  killed 
as  many  as  900.  T\w.  reason  why  the  savages  cross  is  because 
it  greatly  shortens  Their  route;  for.  If  they  did  not  do  so,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  go  by  the  River  which  flows  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  miamis  at  the  end  of  Lake  Lrie. 

1  Among  early  writers  and  explorers,  the  name  Wabash  was  applied 
not  only  to  that  river  but  to  that  part  of  the  Ohio  which  lies  below 
the  junction  of  the  two  streams.  The  "village  of  Rouinsac"  means 
Kaskaskia,  111.;  the  Jesuits  had  a  mission  there.  Of.  p.  315.  note  2. 
ante. — Ed. 

^Fort  des  Sables  was  on  Irondequoit  Bay.  a  little  east  of  the  Gene- 
see river.  That  stream  does  not  flow  into  the  Ohio,  but  its  head- 
waters are  very  near  those  of  the  Alleghany,  to  which  a  short  portage 
would  lead  the  traveler.  The  Riviere  aux  BcBufs  (Duffalo  river)  Is 
probably  Oak  Orchard  Creek,  in  Orleans  county.  N.  Y.— Ed. 

^!  Point  PeU'e,  a  long,  narrow  cape  or  point  extending  southward 
from  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Between  it  and  Sandusky  Bay 
lie  numerous  islands,  partially  bridging  the  waters  of  the  lake.— En. 

4 The  wildcat  (chat  sauvage)  of  the  early  travelers  meant  the  ani- 
mal now  called  "raccoon"  {Procyon  lotor).  See  also.  p.  237.  note, 
■ante. — Ed. 
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At  the  entrance  of  the  lliver  destroit,  Avliich  Is  very  Wide, 
tliere  are  four  ishnids  whicli  are  thus  named:  one,  L'ile  au  huis 
bhmc  (Whitewood  Ishnid)  ;  Tlie  next,  L'ile  aux  poux  (Louse 
Island) ;  Another,  L'ile  aux  Eselaves   (Slave  Island)  ;  and 
The  fourth,  Grande  Isle.    The  last  Is  very  beautiful,  fertile, 
and  large — having,  it  is  said,  a  circumference  of  six  or  seven 
Leagues.    This  island  has  an  extraordinary  number  of  apple- 
trees  ;  those  Avho  have  seen  The  apples  on  the  ground  say  that 
they  lie  more  than  a  half  a  foot  thick,  and  the  apple-trees  arc 
planted  as  if  it  had  been  done  on  purpose.    The  a])ples  are  as 
large  as  small  sweet  ap})les  [ponuncs  d'apl,  ''bee-apples"].  In 
this  island  is  found  an  abundance  of  very  fine  mill-stone.  The 
whole  circumference  of  the  island  abounds  in  very  tine  meadow- 
land,  and  for  a  Long  time  there  Was  much  hesitati(m  in  choos- 
ing between  it  and  destroit  for  the  settlement ;  the  island  Was 
not  taken,  for  fear  that  the  timber  would  some  day  give  out. 
The  two  sides  of  the  river  of  destroit  are  bordered  by  the  most 
beautiful  meadows  and  the  best  soil  ever  seen.    Tbe  clinuite 
is  very  mild.    It  is  bix  Leagues  from  He  au  bois  l)lanc  to  the 
fort  of  destroit,  where  the  French  are.    Two  JxMigues  from  the 
fort  of  destroit  is  an  island  called  ile  aux  dindes  (Turke}  Is- 
land) ;  it  is  so  called  because  it  is  always  full  of  turkc^ys.  The 
island  has  very  little  wood,  as  it  contains  only  meadows.  Four 
or  five  years  ago  Le  tonnerre   [Tliunderj,  a  great  chief  of 
tlie  renards,  was  killed  then^,  with  two  of  his  tribesmen,  by 
the  hurons  Established  at  destroit.    The  two  Renards  wlio  Were 
with  le  tonnerre  were  devoured  by  the  crows  or  other  aninnds; 
]>iit  the  l)ody  of  the  chief,  a  year  after,  Was  still  entire 
and  ILul  not  been  touched  by  any  of  llie  animals.     The  iovt 
of  destroit  Js  Soulli  of  tlie  liiver.      I'lie  [)outouatamis  have 
their  village  near  (he  foit.     Idiis  uaiidu  makes  ils  e;d»ins  of 
apaiiuois  I  mats  I  ;  tliesc^  are  made  el"  I'eeds.     All  this  \\(U'k  ii 
done  by  the  women.     I'bi.s  nation  is  well  t-lollied,  lik(^  our  sav- 
ages r(\si(!ent  at  Mont  re  al.     The  only  occupation  ot"  tbe  nuMi 
is  to  hunt  and  to  adorn  lliemselves.     I'bey  Lsc^  a  gri^it  deal 
of  Vermillion.     I'bey  use  many  buH'alo  Iu^Ih^s,  highly  orna- 
mented, to  cover  thems(dves  in  wintiu-;  and  in  sunnuer  thoy 
W(^ar  Ikcd  or  blue clolb.     In  suninu^!'  tliev  IMav  a  vwM  d(\il  nt 
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la  crosse,  twenty  or  more  on  eacli  side.  Their  hat  [crossed  is 
a  sort  of  small  racket,  and  Tlie  hall  with  v>diich  they  Play  Is 
of  very  Heavy  wood,  a  little  larger  than  the  balls  we  use  in 
Tennis/  When  they  Play,  they  Are  entirely  naked;  they 
have  only  a  breech-clout,  and  Shoes  of  deer-skin.  Their  bodies 
are  painted  all  over  with  all  Kinds  of  colors.  There  are  some 
who  paint  their  bodies  witli  white  clay,  a])plying  it  to  resem- 
ble silver  lace  sewed  on  all  the  seams  of  a  coat;  and,  at  a  dis- 
tarice,  one  would  take  it  for  silver  lace. 

They  play  for  large  Sums,  and  often  The  prize  Amounts  to 
more  than  800  Livrcs.  They  set  up  two  goals  and  begin  Their 
game  midway  between  ;  one  party  drives  The  ball  one  way,  and 
the  other  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  those  who  can  drive 
It  to  the  goal  are  the  winners.  All  this  is  very  diverting  and 
interesting  to  behold.  Often  one  Village  Plays  against  an- 
other, the  poux  against  the  outaouacs  or  the  hurons,  for  very 
considerable  prizes.  The  French  frequently  take  part  in  these 
games.  The  women  work  in  the  fields,  raising  very  tine  indian 
corn,  beans,  peas,  squashes,  and  melons.  In  the  evening  The 
V'omen  and  The  girls  dance.  They  adorn  themselves  liherally, 
grease  their  hair,  put  on  white  chemises,  and  paint  their  Paces 
with  Vermillion,  also  putting  on  all  the  porcelain  beads  they 
possess,  so  that  after  their  fashion  they  look  very  well  dressed. 
They  dance  to  the  Sound  of  the  dnun  and  of  the  si^yquoy  [ rat- 
tle] ^  which  Is  a  sort  of  gourd  with  pellets  of  lead  inside.  There 
are  four  or  five  Young  men  Avho  sing,  and  keep  time  by  beat- 
ing the  drum  and  the  sysyquoy,  while  the  women  dance  to  the 
rhythm  and  do  not  miss  a  step.  This  Is  a  very  pretty  sight, 
And  it  lasts  almost  all  night.  Often  the  old  men  dance  The 
yncdclinnef  they  look  like  a  band  of  sorcerers.      All  this  is 

iThe  game  here  described,  called  by  French  writers  K:^t)ssc,  was  a 
favorite  one  among  most  of  the  American  tribes.  For  full  descrip- 
tion of  it,  see  Jes.  Relations,  x,  pp.  185-187,  231,  326-328;  xv,  179.  The 
American  and  Canadian  game  of  lacrosse  is  adapted  from  the  Indian 
game. —  Ed. 

i2 Medicine  dance;  practiced  by  the  medicine-men  {inidv).  See  W.  J. 
Hoffman's  description  of  the  dances  and  other  rites  of  the  Mita'  wit.  or 
"Grand  Medicine  Society"  among  the  Menomoneo  Indians,  in  I'.  S. 
Bur.  Ethnol.  Report,  1892-93,  pp.  GG-lCl.— En. 
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done  at  jN'igliL  Tlie  Young  men  often  dance  in  the  daytime, 
and  strike  at  the  posts;  it  is  in  this  dance  that  they  recount 
Their  exploits;  on  such  occasions  they  also  dance  the  scout 
dance.^  ^I'hey  are  always  well-adorned  when  they  do  this.  All 
this  Is  very  interesting  to  see.  They  often  engage  in  hunts 
of  this  sort  in  order  to  get  tohacco.  When  this  nation  goes 
hunting,  which  is  in  autumn,  they  carry  their  apaquois  with 
theui,  in  order  to  make  their  cabins  every  evening.  All  tlie 
People  go — men,  women,  and  children ;  and  they  pass  the  win- 
ter in  the  woods  and  return  in  spring. 

The  hurons  also  live  in  the  Same  direction  from  the  French 
fort,  perhaps  an  eighth  of  a  league;  they  are  an  excecnlingly 
industrious  nation.  They  hardly  dance  at  all,  and  work  con- 
tinually raising  a  veiy  large  amount  of  Indian  corn,  peas,  beans, 
and  sometimes  Trench  wheat.  They  build  Their  cabins  all  of 
Lark  and  make  them  very  substantial.  High  and  rounded  liko 
arl)ors,  and  very  long.  Their  fort  Is  well  enclosed  with  a 
do\d)le  row  of  palisades,  and  bastions,  well  strengthened  every- 
Avhere,  and  has  g(X)d  gates.  They  are  the  iSTation  most  loyal  to 
the  French,  and  are  the  best  hunters  that  we  have.  In  Their 
Cabins  they  have  a  sort  of  chamber  in  whch  they  sleep,  and 
which  is  closed.  Their  rnisiraques  are  very  neat.  They  are 
the  bravest  of  all  the  Nations  and  have  a  great  deal  of  intelli- 
gence. They  are  very  clever.  ^lany  of  them  wear  jerkins  and 
cloaks.  The  men  Are  always  hunting,  Sunnner  and  winter, 
and  the  women  work.  When  they  go  hunting  in  autumn,  a 
great  many  always  remain  in  their  fort  to  guard  it.  Tiiese  arc 
old  women,  and  all  Winter  those  who  remain  gather  wood  in 
great  (piantity.  Their  soil  is  veiw  good;  Indian  corn  grows 
from  ten  to  twelve^  feet  high;  and  tluMr  ficdds  are  ke{)t  very  neat, 

1  Charlevoix  describes  these  dances  in  his  Journal  historique,  pp. 
296,  297.  The  first  of  these  he  calls  the  "calumet  dance;"  each  warrior 
strikes  the  post  with  his  hatchet,  and  relates  his  warlike  deeds  Of 
the  scout  dance.  Charlevoix  says:  "It  is  a  lifelike  representation  of 
all  that  is  done  in  a  Hostile  Expedition;  and.  since,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  the  Savages  usually  aim  mainly  to  take  their  enemies  by  sur- 
prise, it  is  doubtless  for  that  reason  that  they  have  given  to  this  exer- 
cise the  name  of  tScoxitingy — Ei). 
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SO  that  one  cannot  find  a  single  Weed  in  them,  although,  they 
Are  very  extensive. 

The  Outaouacs  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  River,  opposite 
the  French  fort.  They  have  also  a  palisaded  fort  Their 
cahins  are  almost  like  those  of  the  hurons.  They  use  apaquois 
only  when  they  go  hunting.  Their  cabins  in  Their  fort  are  all 
of  bark,  but  not  so  neat  or  so  well  made  as  those  of  the  hurons. 
They  are  also  very  clever  and  very  industrious,  both  in  hunt- 
ing and  agriculture.  They  have  the  same  customs  as  The  poux, 
as  regards  Their  dances  and  Their  juggleries,  and  their  games 
of  la  crosse  and  dish. 

This  dish  game  is  as  follows.  Eight  little  balls,  red  or  black 
on  one  side,  and  yellow  or  white  on  the  other,  are  cossed  on  a 
dish.  When  he  who  has  the  dish  tosses  tliem  ao  that  seven 
of  the  same  color  turn  up,  or  all  eight,  he  wins,  and  continues 
to  play  as  long  as  he  throws  in  this  way;  but  when  he  tlirows 
otlierwise,  he  or  she  with  whom  he  Plays  takes  The  dish  and 
Plays  in  turn.  In  all  these  games  they  Play  for  large  simis. 
They,  and  all  the  other  nations  likewise,  have  also  the  Game 
of  straws.^ 

In  all  those  countries  the  forests  arc  very  fine,  and  yield 
every  kind  of  timber  and  of  fruit.  There  are  walnut  trees, 
bearing  walnuts  like  those  of  France;  very  fine  plum-trees;  and 
blackberry  bushes,  bearing  berries  that  are  very  sweet,  largo 
and  Long.  There  are  a  great  many  chestnut  trees  yielding 
abundance  of  nuts.  Lake  iierie,  which  is  fully  three  hundred 
Leagues  in  circiunference,  Is  bordered  with  them. 

A  League  from  the  fort  of  destroit  is  an  island  called  ile  aux 
cochons  (Hog  Island),  which  is  a  League  in  lengtli.'  It  has 
the  finest  timber  in  the  World,  and  prairies  without  end.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  islands  to  l>o  sot^n,  and  has  very 
fertile  soil.    Five  Leagues  from  destroit  is  a  small  Lake  calKnl 

iFor  further  information  about  tliese  games,  see  Jes.  Relations,  x, 
pp.  187,  221,  322;  xiv,  285;  xv,  246;  xvii.  201-205.  242.— Ed. 

2Thiis  island,  now  called  Belle  Isle,  is  a  handsome  public  park  for 
the  city  of  Detroit.    Regarding  its  location,  cf.  p.  283.  ante.— Ed. 
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Ste.  elene/  which  is  seven  leagues  in  lengtli  and  not  very  Wide, 
as  one  sees  the  hand  oh  either  side.  'Jliis  hike  Is  well  filled 
Avith  Fish,  especially  with  Whitefish,  hut  these  are  not  as  good 
as  those  at  niichelimaquinac.  Before  reaching  this  lake,  you 
come  to  the  peninsula  wliere'  the  renai'ds  WQve  defeated  hy 
treachery. 

I  have  forgotten  to  report  the  ^umljers  of  the  nations  at 
destroit.  The  hurons  count  one  hundred  men;  The  poux  ISO 
men;  The  outaouacs  ahout  one  hundred  men  and  a  great  many 
women.  Twelve  Leagues  from  tlie  fort  of  destroit,  always  as- 
cending The  River,  you  will  find  the  misisaguez  Savages,  who 
dwell  on  a  beautiful  island  where  they  have  cleared  some  land. 
They  number  about  GO  or  SO  men.  Their  Language  is  like 
The  outaouac,  with  but  little  difference.  Tlieir  ciistoms  iire 
The  Same,  and  they  are  very  industrious.  All  these  nations 
make  a  great  many  bark  canoes,  which  Are  very  ])rofi table  for 
Them.  They  do  this  Sort  of  work  in  the  suumicr.  The 
Avomen  sew  these  canoes  with  Eoots;  The  men  cut  and  shape 
the  bark  and  make  the  gunwales,  cross-pieces,  and  ribs ;  the 
women  gunr  Them.  It  is  no  small  lalxir  to  nuike  a  canoe,  in 
which  there  is  much  symmetry  and  jueasuremcnt ;  and  it  is  a 
curious  sight.^  Eight  Leagues  fartJier  is  The  entrance  of  lake 
huron  which  is  fully  as  large  as  lake  heriee.  Thirty  leagues 
into  lake  huron,  in  a  westerly  direction  on  the  route  toward 
Michelimaquinac,  you  find  the  Saguiuan,  where  are  Settled 
some  outaouacs,  amounting  to  fully  (»0  men.  They  are  on  the 
islands  at  the  entrance  to  the  bay  of  Saguiuan,  wlicre  ihcy  liave 
their  villages  and  cultivate  tlieii*  lands,  on  which  they  raise 
grain.  When  they  are  not  at  war  with  tlie  other  nations  they 
raise  crops  on  the  mainland,  but  they  always  till  the  lan<l  in 
both  placx^s  for  fear  that  their  sup])ly  of  food  nuiy  fnil.  'I  heir 
land  is  very  f(M-ti](\     (Jame  of  all  sorts  Is  abundnn!,  and  li^li 

1  Apparently  a  copyist's  error  for  Ste.  Claire.  The  peninsula  men- 
tioned  at  the  end  of  this  paragraph  is  identified  on  p.  283,  note  '2, 
ante—Bo. 

-See  Hoffman's  doscrijition  (with  illustrations)  of  the  procrss  of 
canoe  making  among  the  Menomonee  Indians,  in  V.  S.  Bur.  Ethnol. 
Hep.,  1892       pp.  291-295.— El). 
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also.  This  nation  Is  the  most  Unruly  and  nnmaiiagcable  in 
this  whole  region.  They  have  tlie  same  customs  in  every  re- 
spect as  the  outaouacs.  On  the  other  side  of  lake  huron, — 
that  Is,  to  the  North, — is  matchitache,  settled  by  misisaguez 
savages,  who  liave  the  same  customs  as  the  outaouacs.  You 
have  here  The  portage  of  toronto,  A\'liich  takes  you  from  lake 
ontariau  to  lake  liuron,  a  distance  of  tifteen  Leagues. 

From  Saguinan  you  go  to  j\[ichelinia([uinac,  ^vherc  the  Jesuit 
fathers  and  some  l^^rench  have  Settled.  It  ^vould  be  possible, 
if  one  desired,  to  dispense  with  going  to  ^Alichelimaquinae  in 
order  to  reach  The  St.  Josephe  Iiiver  and  chicagou.  La  bay  Is 
on  tlie  same  side  as  ;\lichelimaquinac.  It  is  Settled  by  the 
l)uants  and  the  folles-avoinnes ;  there  are  some  French  also. 
The  Saquis,  who  Ave  another  savage  nation,  also  dwell  near 
these  nations,  I  liave  ])een  told,  being  fifteen  to  eighteen  Leagues 
distant.  The  puants  and  the  folles-avoinnes  are  not  numerous; 
each  tribe  Xund>ers  possibly  SO  or  100  men.  The  Saquis  num- 
ber 100  or  120  men.  The  two  former  nations,  as  far  as  I  have 
learned,  have  the  same  customs  as  the  out^iouacs  and  the  poux. 
As  for  tlieir  language,  it  is  not  quite  the  same;  but  whoever 
understands  the  outaouac  tongue  easily  makes  himself  under- 
stood by  these  two  oSIations.  The  Saquis  are  like  the  poux  be- 
cause they  are  closely  allied  and  liave  the  same  customs.  The 
Saquis  are  settled  On  the  Same  river  as  the  Kenards,  and  that 
Kiver  leads  to  the  portages  of  the  ouisconsin,  which  flows  into 
the  misissypy.    This  is  quite  near  to  the  Sioux. 

All  these  Nations  Are  very  industrious  and  have  four  women 
to  one  man.  The  licuards  Are  18  Leagues  from  the  Saquis. 
They  nmuber  five  hundred  men,  and  have  a  great  number  of 
women  and  cliildren.  They  are  as  industrious  as  tliey  can  Bo, 
and  raise  extraordinary  crops  of  indian  corn.  Th(>y  have  n 
different  language  from  tluit  of  llie  Outaoinics;  an  ini(Mi)rct(>r 
of  the  latter  could  not  serve  th(^  renards.  They  are  well  f»)rti- 
fied.  They  have  the  same  customs  as  tlie  ]>(mtouatamis,  as  re- 
gards dancing  and  games,  but  not  as  regards  dress;  for  tlie 
men  wear  scarcely  any  garments  nuuh*  (^f  cloth,  and  th<^  nnijor- 
ity  WT-ar  no  waist-cloths.  As  f(U'  the  wonuMi,  also  tlu^  girls, 
they  Jill  w(^ar  theses    Th(\y  are  made  of  di>er-skin,  black  or 
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brown,  and  arc  adorned  around  the  edge,  in  some  cases,  with 
little  bells,  and  in  others  with  ornaments  of  iron  or  copper  or 
tin;  over  these  are  also  worn  blankets.  Their  women  are  quite 
pretty,  and  not  at  all  black.  They  hunt  a  great  deal  in  this 
region,  and  live  in  great  comfort,  as  they  have  abundance  of 
meat  and  fish,  for  that  river  of  the  renards  abounds  in  fish. 

Alx)ut  fifty  Leagues  from  the  renards  in  the  Direction- of 
ohicagou,  are  tljo  mascoutins  and  the  quicapoux,  who  live  to- 
gether on  the  bank  of  a  river  Avhose  name  J  have  forgotten. 
^J'hese  two  trilx.-.s  together  do  not  amount  to  two  liundred  men, 
but  are  brave  and  warlike.  Their  Languaire  and  customs  are 
nearly  The  sanjo  as  those  of  The  Renards,  and  they  have  as 
grxjd  Legs;  for  these  nations  run  down  the  stag  afoot,  and  even 
at  the  present  day  they  use  the  bow  and  arrow.  The  quicapoux 
and  the  mascoutins  are  not  I'ar  from  chicagou,  it  may  be  fifty 
Leagues  distant.  When  they  wish  to  go  to  destroit  or  tlie  St. 
Josephe  River  they  have  to  pass  by  way  of  chicagou. 

The  River  St.  Josephe  Is  to  tlie  Soutli  of  lake  ]\Iichignan, 
otherwise  called  Lake  of  the  ilinois.  IMany  follow  this  river 
to  go  to  le  roche,  because  it  Is  a  fine  river,  and  they  thus  Avoid 
The  portage  des  cliesnne  and  that  of  des  perche.  It  is  a  nver 
at  The  end  of  Lake  Michignan,  and  goes  to  le  roche,  which  Is 
an  jlinois  village.^ 

The  St.  Josephe  Is  a  river  on  whicii  Lived  formerly  The 
miamis  and  the  poutouatamis,  who  had  missionaries  among 
tliem;  and  it  is  not  so  very  Long  since  tlu^y  Were  ther(\  It 
is  the  best  place  that  could  be  found  for  getting  a  living  and 
cultivating  the  soil.  There  are  in  this  ])hu'e  plunusants,  as  in 
France;  quails  and  panHjuets  ;*"  the  fin(\st  vines  in  the  Worhi, 

iThe  St.  Joseph  river  formed,  with  the  Kankakee  (which  was 
reached  by  a  portage  of  three  to  five  miles  in  length,  at  the  present 
South  Bend,  Ind.),  a  convenient  route  from  Detroii  to  the  Illinois  set- 
tlements. Of  the  portage  here  mentioned,  that  of  des  Chesnes  ("the 
oak-trees")  was  the  one  from  the  Chicago  river  to  the  Dos  Plaines  — 
the  earliest  and  best  knovvn  route  between  Lake  Michigan  and  the 
Mississippi;  the  other,  des  Perches  ("the  poles"),  was,  probably  that 
from  the  Calumet  river  to  the  Des  Plainos.  at  the  present  South  Chi- 
cago.—Ed. 

2The  Carolina  paroquet,  formerly  found  throughout  tlie  Mississippi 
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Avhich  yield  a  great  abundance  of  excellent  grapes  both,  ^vhite 
and  black.  The  grapes  are  very  large  and  solid,  and  The 
bundles  very  Long.  It  is  The  best  region  in  all  that  coun- 
try. I  believe  they  [the  Mianiis]  have  departed  from  it  only 
on  account  of  the  wars  Avaged  by  tlie  Eenards,  the  Saquis,  the 
outaouacs,  and  all  the  other  nations  in  that  country.  The 
River  Sl^  Joseph  Is  thirty  Leagues  from  chicagou,  and  chica- 
gou  is  tliirty  ]^eagnes  from  le  Roche.  The  ouyatanons  Were 
also  at  cliicagou,  but  they  feared  the  canoe  people,^  and  con- 
sequently left  the  place.  It  would  not  l)e  difficult  to  make  tliem 
return,  and  it  would  be  of  importance  to  have  them  there  for 
various  Reasons.  Tlie  principal  one  Is  that  they  are  near  the 
English  and  the  Sonontouans,  on  account  of  the  easy  road  be- 
tween them;  Avhile  at  cliicagou  it  would  be  very  different,  when 
they  would  have  to  travel  nearly  a  liundred  Leagues  overland. 

Le  Roche.  The  jlinois  live  here  on  the  bank  of  the  River, 
and  the  French  live  on  the  Rock,  which  Is  vei*y  High  and  im- 
pregnable. Prairies  extend  farther  than  the  eye  can  reach ; 
and  from  the  Top  of  the  Rock  you  can  see  herds  of  jlinois 
cattle  roaming  over  the  prairies.  This  nation  has  always  been 
At  war  with  the  Renards  and  the  ouyatanons.  The  jlinois  of 
le  Roche  number  400  men,  and  are  eighty  Leagues  from  the 
ouyatanons,  and  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  from 
the  Renards.  This  nation  Has  a  different  Language  from  that 
of  our  people  at  destroit;  however,  our  poutouaUunis  under- 
stand it  in  part.  This  nation  use  the  bow  and  arrow"  a  great 
deal.  They  Are  all  dressed  in  deer-skin,  or  in  Robes  of  buffalo, 
Avild-cat,  wolf,  pole-cat,  beaver,  or  otter  skins.    All  the  above- 

and  Ohio  river  valleys,  and  often  mentioned  by  early  travelers.  A.  W. 
Butler  says  Birds  of  Indiana,"  in  Indiana  acolopical  Report,  1897, 
p.  819):  "This  beautiful  little  parrot  was  formerly  found  Ihrougbout 
Indiana.  It  was  last  reported  from  Knox  county  in  1859.  It  is  now 
almost  extinct  in  the  United  States,  being  at  present  only  found  in 
small  numbers  in  Florida,  and  in  a  few  favorable  locations  in  north- 
east Texas  and  Indian  Territory."  —  Ei). 

1  Meaning  the  northern  tribes,  both  Iroquois  and  Algonkin,  who  used 
canoes;  this  conveyance  was  unknown  to  most  tribes  south  of  Lake 
Michigan. — Ed. 
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mentioned  Xations  tattoo  their  bodies  with  all  sorts  of  figures 
and  designs.  Nations  of  this  Sort  do  not  kill  nmch  heaver. 
As  regards  games,  they  liave  the  same  customs  as  all  the  other 
nations.  They  live  on  the  bank  of  the  jlinois  liiver.  These 
Nations  fasten  exceedingly  well  everything  that  they  make  — 
garters,  Belts,  and  cords  for  powder-horns.  They  make  these 
to  perfection  and  with  great  ingeniiity,  and  work  figures  on 
them.  Their  women  are  comely,  and  not  at  all  black.  They 
spin  the  Wool  of  the  bnffalo,  and  make  with  it  all  these  arti- 
cles. These  jlinois  people  also  make  cabins  with  apaquois, 
with  which  they  also  shelter  themsel\TS  from  rain  and  snow. 
They  are  very  cle\^er. 

On  this  same  jlinois  T^iver  is  a  village  called  pimiytesouy,  oc- 
cnpied  by  jlinois,  and  abont  fifty  leagues  or  mors  from  le 
Eo<.'he.  At  al>out  the  same  distance  on  this  same  River  are 
the  caokias,  who  are  jlinois.  They  have  as  missionary  a  priest 
named  Monsieur  Varlet,^  who  is  to  retnrn  there  next  spring, 
1718.  He  Has  gone  to  find  a  priest  to  go  thither  with  lliui. 
This  nation  Is  thirty  Leagues  from  the  Village  of  lioinsac, 
where  The  fathers  are,  which  is  called  cascaskias;  they  all  are 
jlinois,  and  all  have  The  same  customs.  The  French  who  are 
settled  at  this  Village  say  that  it  is  The  most  })rosperous  mis- 
sion among  all  The  Savages;  its  people  are  very  devout  uud 
an  example  to  the  French.  'I'his  nation  Is  q\iite  populous. 
They  have  all  The  same  customs ;  they  are  very  Industrious,  and 
do  a  groat  deal  of  work.  In  those  r(\i;ions  tbey  raise;  a  gn\U 
many  French  Melons,  which  have  green  ilesh  inside,  aud  are 
veiy  excellent.  The  cliuiate  Is  delightful.  The  Savages,  lu^ 
sides  ]"aising  a  great  deal  of  indian  coru,  also  produce  a  griat 
deal  of  French  wheat.  There  are  \hvvc  llour-uiills ;  oue  a  wind- 
mill, one  a  horse-uiill,  iiiul  one  a  linud-uiill.  Tht'V  have  oxen, 
cows,  l)igs,  horses,  chickeus  —  in  fact,  evcrythiug  necessary  for 
their  subsistence.  Tlie  French  wheal  thrives  very  well  here; 
it  is  Sown  in  autumn,  and  The  cliniati^  is  milder  than  in  France. 

i  Dominique  Marie  Varlet  was  sent  to  the  Illinois  by  the  Seniinaire 
des  Missions  Etrangt^res  of  Quebec;  he  labored  nith  thein  from  1712 
to  1718,  when  he  was  recalled  to  France.— Ed. 
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Between  this  village  of  the  jlinois  and  the  other  on  the 
ouabache  it  is  40  leagues.  Going  down  the  Misisipy  from 
ouabaclio  to  natches  the  distance  is  2G0  leagues.  This  is  the 
only  village  to  be  found  along  the  Misisipy  in  going  to  the  sea. 
It  is  500  leagues  froui  the  sea  to  the  village  of  Tlouainsae,  where 
The  fathers  Are ;  and  there  is  always  a  strong  current  in  com- 
ing up  tJie  Misisipy  from  the  sea. 

I  Keturn  to  the  Kiver  of  the  niiamis.  Its  entrance  from 
Lake  Esrie  Is  very  Wide,  and  on  both  sides,  for  a  distance 
of  ten  Leagues  in  Ascending,  there  is  nothing  but  continuous 
marshes.  In  these  tliere  is  at  all  seasons  game  without  end, 
especially  in  autumn  and  in  spring;  so  that  one  can  not  sleep 
on  account  of  the  noise  made  by  the  cries  of  tlie  swans,  bus- 
tards, geese,  ducks,  cranes,  and  other  birds.  This  r^.ver  is  sixty 
leagues  in  length,  and  is  very  difficult  in  summer  on  account 
of  the  shallowness  of  its  waters.  Thirty  leagues  up  is  a  place 
called  la  glaise  [the  place  of  clay|,^  where  one  always  finds 
wild  cattle  [buffalo],  who  eat  iho  clay  and  roll  in  it.  The 
miamis  are  Sixty  leagues  from  Lake  ]<]srie.  They  number  400 
men,  all  shapely  and  well  tattooed.  They  have  abundance  of 
women.  They  are  very  industrious,  and  raise  a  Kind  of 
Indian  corn  which  is  uidike  that  of  our  tribes  at  Destroit. 
Their  corn  Is  white,  of  the  Same  size  as  the  other,  with 
much  finer  husks  and  much  whiter  flour.  These  ])eople  dres3 
in  deer-skins;  and  when  a  girl  Is  married,  and  associates 
with  another  man  than  Her  husband,  the  latter  cuts  off  Her 
nose  and  has  no  more  intxircourse  with  her.  This  is  the  only 
nation  that  has  this  custom.  They  are  fond  of  gaming  and 
dancing,  and  are  maiidy  occupied  with  these.  The  women  are 
well  covered,  but  the  men  wear  very  li(lh»  covering,  and  have 
their  bodies  tattooed  all  over.  From  this  N'illage  of  the 
miamis,^  there  is  a  portage  of  three  l.eagiu^s  to  a  very  Narrow 
little  Iviver;  and  that  river,  after  following  it  l!0  Leagues,  falls 
into  tlie  oyo  Liver,  or  beautiful  Kiver;  the  latter  rni])li(>s  into 
the  ouabache,  anotlnu*  line  river,  which  falls  into  the  Misisypy 


1  [Now]  Defiance,  in  the  N.  W.  of  Ohio— E.  B.  O'CAiXAaHAX. 
2 On  tne  site  of  the  present  Fort  Wayne.  Ind.— Kd. 
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40  Leahies  from  cascaskias.  Into  this  onabache  river  empties 
also  the  casquinampo  [Tennessee],  by  Avhicli  one  goes  to  caro- 
linna:  but  it  is  a  long  distance,  and  always  against  the  current. 

It  is  on  this  ouabache  River  tliat  the  onyatanons  are  Set- 
tled. They  have  tive  villages,  all  l)nilt  close  together.  One 
is  called  onyatanons,  another  peangnichias,  another  peticotias, 
and  another  Les  gros;  as  for  the  last,  I  do  not  remember  rta 
name.  But  they  are  all  onyatanons.  They  speak  like  The 
miamis,  and  are  their  brothers;  and  indeed  all  the  miamis  have 
the  same  customs  and  style  of  dress.  Tliey  ninnber  fully  one 
thousand  or  twelve  hundred  men.  I'hey  have  one  custom 
which  is  not  found  among  any  other  nations  —  they  keep  Their 
fort  very  clean.  They  do  not  allow  any  grass  to  grow  there, 
and  the  whole  fort  is  strewn  Avith  Sand,  like  the  Tliyleris 
[Tuileries]  ;  and,  if  a  dog  drops  any  excrements  alxjut  the  fort, 
The  women  pick  Them  up  and  carry  Tliem  outside.  Their  vil- 
lage is  Situated  on  a  high  Elevation.  They  have  more  than 
two  Leagues  of  fields,  where  they  raise  Their  Indian  corn, 
pumpkins,  and  melons;  and  from  that  Elevation  one  sees  noth- 
ing but  prairies,  stretching  farther  than  the  eye  can  reach,  and 
abounding  in  buffalo.  Games  and  dances  without  end  take 
Place  among  them.  All  these  nations  wsv.  a  great  deal  of  ver- 
milion. The  womeu  cover  themselves,  but  Tli(»  men  wear  very 
few  clothes.  It  is  by  the  oio  or  b<nuitiful  liiver  that  the  yro- 
quois  come;  and,  as  they  Are  very  dangerous,  it  wu\dd  be  im- 
portant to  prevent  them  from  having  iuterconi'se  wiili  the  onya- 
tanons. This  warning  has  Long  l)een  repeated,  but  no  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  it. 

The  Misisy])y  rises  in  a  Lake  in  the  syou  eoniitry.  This 
rivei"  j)asses  near  the  jlinois.  Tliis  is  about  all  that  1  Ku«"\v 
about  those  places,  I'or  there  are  al^o  many  other  rivers  coining 
from  the  direction  of  the  testes  ])lates,  whieh  also  empty  into 
the  ^Iisisy])y;  but  I  have  forgotten  the  names  of  those  rivers. 
Thero  is  one  called  ehaouenons. 

[Endorsed:  "Furnished  by  Monsieur  de  Snbrevois  in  171 S.  C  ('an- 
ada.'M 
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1718:    CONFERENCE  OP  WESTERN  INDIANS  WITH  GOVERNOR 

VAUDREUIL,  AT  MONTREAL. 

[Part  of  a  letter  from  Vaudreuil  to  Council;  dated  Oct.  30,  1718. 
Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  fol.  143.] 

There  is  no  warlike  movement  among  tlie  nations  of  the  upper 
country ;  and  everything  lias  been  quiet  there  since  the  expe- 
dition Made  in  1710  against  the  Kenards — except  among  the' 
Xikapous  and  the  Maskoutins,  who  have  continued  the  war 
against  the  llinois,  against  whom  tliey  have  made  incursions,  as 
tlie  Tlinois  have  against  them. 

The  Ilenards,  although  they  are  allies  of  the  Kikapous  and 
Maskoutins,  far  from  taking  any  ]>art  in  this  war,  have  shown 
that  they  Are  disposed  to  maintain  peace  with  all  the  nations 
v/ho  Are  allied  with  us.  Tor,  in  spite  of  their  fear  of  being 
ill  received  on  coming  here,  Because  they  were  not  able  to  ful- 
fil all  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  made  with  them  by  Monsieur 
de  Louvigny,  they  nevertheless  sent  Five  of  their  principal 
chiefs,  accompanied  by  so\m  others  of  their  people,  who  ar- 
rived at  Montreal  on  July  20th  last,  under  the  conduct 
of  Maurice  Mesnard  and  Pierre  Keaume,  InU^rpreters.  'J^irce 
Saki  chiefs  arrived  at  the  same  time;  and  next  day  those  nf 
the  sauteurs  of  Chagouamigon  and  of  Iveoueouonan  on  lake 
Superior  arrived  also,  with  Sieur  de  St.  Pierre,  who  conducted 
them.  Sieur  de  Vincennes  had  arrived  on  the  l!)th,  with  the 
principal  chief  of  the  Miamis  and  three  of  the  Ouyat^inons. 

A  few  days  afterward,  having  assend)led  the  chiefs  of  the 
nations  of  the  upper  country  who  were  at  ^lontreal,  And  Those 
of  the  savages  at  Sault  St.  Louis,  at  Sault  aux  Recolcts,  aiul 
at  bout  de  I'Isle,  I  gave  audience  to  the  Kenard  Chiefs,  who 
said  that  ihey  were  sent  in  behalf  of  Onin-hala  of  Kiuetiuum 
and  of  all  the  other  cliiefs  of  their  Village,  by  (he  IukuI  whi.-li 
Pemoussa  had  made  for  them,  to  Peg  ine  to  take  i)ity  on  'Hiem. 
They  confessed  that  il  was  owing  to  .M(»nsie\ir  de  Louvigny 
that  th(^y  still  saw  the  light  of  day,  and  that,  they  liad  not  yet 
recovered  from  the  fear  which  he  had  caused  them  wlu  n  lie 
had  come  among  them.  They  addcnl  that  they  hoped  1  wo\dd 
bo  touched  witli  compassion  for  tluMr  misery,  an«]  would  not 
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treat  tlicin  with  severity;  and  would  dissipate  the  fear  which 
still  Possessed  them,  by  restoring  to  them  some  of  their  Chil- 
dren— that  is,  some  of  their  people  who  were  Slaves  among  the 
French. 

As  all  the  Chiefs  of  the  nations  who  were  to  come  to  the 
general  assembly  had  not  yet  arrived,  I  put  off  my  reply  to 
the  lienards  until  the  4th  of  August.  I  spoke  to  them  that 
day  in  the  presence  of  our  resident  savnges,  and  of  the  Chiefs 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  upper  country  who  had  come  to  ISlou- 
treal,  except  those  of  the  nations  at  Detroit,  who,  having  set 
out  to  come  to  this  assembly,  liad  stopped  short  on  hearing  that 
there  was  sickness  at  .^lontreal.  After  addressing  to  them  the 
reproaches  vdiich  they  deserved  for  not  having  done  everything 
in  their  power  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  I  declared  to 
them  that,  since  they  had  come  to  prove  their  submission  to 
me  and  to  conclude  peace  with  me  and  all  my  children,  I  was 
ready  to  receive  them  as  a  good  Father,  but  on  condition  That 
they  immediately  restore  the  prisoners  whom  they  may  still 
have  among  them,  and  especially  a  huron  woman  from  Detroit 
and  two  Saut<3ur  women;  and  that  they  oblige  the  Kikapous 
and  Maskoutins  also  to  restore  the  people  of  our  allies  who  may 
be  prisoners  auiong  theuL  I  told  them  that  they  must  next 
year  bring  some  Slaves  to  replace  amoug  our  allies  Those  of 
their  mnuber  who  have  been  killed  duriug  the  war;  and  that 
they  must  employ  every  means  to  ])reveut  The  KikajxMi  and 
the  ^Mascoutin  from  continuing  to  uud<e  war  agaiust  the  lliiiois, 
as  I  have  sent  Sieur  Deliette  auiong  the  Ilinois  expressly  to 
put  an  end  to  this  war,  and  to  prevent  tliem  from  mahing  any 
movement  against  the  Kikapou  and  {]w  ^laskoutin.  I  added 
also  that,  as  i\wy  had  asked  me  to  restore  1<>  \\\cu\  some  «»f  (heir 
chihlren,  and  as  1  had  sent  bark  last  yciir  one  of  tlie  tlircc 
Avliom  I  ludd  as  hostages,  wliih^  one  had  died  last  s]>ring,  T 
would  restore  to  \\wn\  the  one  who  still  reuuiiued  alive.  1  >;iid 
that  1  was  willing  to  let  IIumu  take  with  tliiMn,  also,  some  of  tho^e 
Avho  were  prisoners,  aiul  that  1  would  not  binder  those  who 
remained  hero  fi'om  returning  next  yiMr:  but  tluit  1  desin^d 
that  thoy  should  come  to  get  tliom  v.ith  sonu^  Chiefs  of  tho 
Kika|)ous  and  l\laskoutins,  anil   |>;n-t ieulnrly  the  one  nanuni 
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la  Ivobe  blanclie  [White  robe],  whom  I  suininoned  by  a  Collar 
which  I  gave  them.  After  this  Okiiiaouassent,  brother  of 
Vechala  and  of  the  hostage  whom  I  sent  back  last  year,  spoke 
tluis:  ''lly  Father,  The  Ivikapou  and  the  Maskoutin  have 
not  dared  to  set  out  on  the  road  hither  for  fear  of  being  harshly 
received.  But  when  they  learn  how  You  have  received  the 
Outagami"  (that  is  the  Renard),  ^'they  will  make  no  difficulty 
about  coming  to  submit  to  a  Father  who  is  so  good.  Onechala 
liimself,  who  has  not  been  willing  to  keep  his  promise,  fearing 
to  expose  himself  to  a  harsh  reception  in  coming  here,  will 
Doubtless  be  eager  to  come  when  we  tell  him  what  goodness  you 
have  shown  us,  and  what  good  treatment  You  have  given  us.'' 

As  it  was  Extremely  important  to  dismiss  tlie  Kenards  well 
satisfied,  I  believed  that  out  of  the  seventeen  prisoners  of  their 
nation  whom  they  had  asked  for — among  whom  were  the  wife 
and  son  of  one  of  the  chiefs,  the  others  being  their  relatives  — 
I  ought  to  grant  them  twelve.  For  this  I  had  all  the  more  rea- 
son, as  the  Miami  Cliicf  who  was  at  iMoutreal  had  given  back 
to  them  a  Young  woman,  who  was  His  slave,  and  as  our  Sav- 
ages from  the  Sault  liad  restored  a  man  to  them.  I  considered, 
in  granting  this  favor  to  them,  that  it  might  induce  Onechaha, 
their  principal  chief,  to  come  down  next  year  to  get  the  Keuards 
who  still  remain  in  the  Colony;  and  that  it  will  stir  \\\^  the 
cliiefs  of  the  Kikapous  and  tlie  ]\Iaskoutins  to  come  with  him, 
in  the  hope  of  getting  back  the  peo])le  of  their  nation  who  are 
slaves  among  tlic  French.  Tiiat  favor  I  propose  to  grant,  With 
the  assent  of  His  ]\lajesty,  after  they  sliall  have  restoiwl  to 
our  allies  tlie  ])eople  whom  they  have  taken  From  them,  so  as 
to  confirm  by  tliis  means  a  ])eace  IxMween  all  the  nations  of  this 
<!ontinent  v/ith  whom  the  French  have  any  dealinus. 

[Endorsed:  "Ciuiada,  No.  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaiulreuil. 
Oct.  30,  1718.  In  Council.  Regarding  the  Savages  of  the  upper  loun- 
try."  "Carry  it  to  Monseigneur  the  Due  IVorleans.i  with  tlie  Map  of 
the  Country  on  v/hich  are  indicated  the  habitations  of  all  those  snv- 
ages.  Discussed  on  Jan.  31,  1719:  I>a  Chapelle.  Colonies:  Monsieur 
de  Vaudreuil."] 


1  Philippe,  due  d'Orleans,  who  was  regent  during  the  minority  of 
T.ouis  XV  (1715-2:.).— El). 
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1719:  FRENCH  GARRISON  SENT  TO  CHEQUAMEGON;  WAR  BE- 
TWEEN ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN  TRIBES;  ENGLISH  IN- 
TRIGUES WITH  MIAMI S. 

[Part  of  a  letter  from  Vaudreuil  to  Council;  dated  Oct.  28,  1719. 
Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  documents,  but  vol.  40,  c.  11,  fol. 
179.] 

I  hiive  received  tlie  letter  uliieh  tlie  Council  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  May  24th  last. 

I  continue  to  devote  all  my  attention  to  maintaining  peace 
among  the  Nations  of  the  ni)per  countiy.  I  sent  out  in  Sep- 
tember, last  year,  Sieur  de  St.  Pierre,  captain,  and  Sieur  de 
l^inctot,^  ensign,  with  some  Soldiers,  to  establish  a  post  at  point 
(^liagouamigon  on  Lake  Superior,  because  the  Savages  of  the 
sauteur  iSTation  who  live  there,  and  those  of  the  same  nation 
who  live  at  Kiwewenan  were  loudly  threatening  to  avenge  on 
the  nations  of  la  T3aye  the  death  of  their  chiefs  who  were  killed 
in  the  Itcnard  war  ;  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  have  among 
them  some  people  who  could  divert  them  from  this  cnteri)rise, 
whose  execution  might  have  caused  war  among  all  the  nations. 
Sieur  de  St.  Pierre,  who  has  great  influence  among  the 
Sauteurs,  was  so  successful  in  pacifying  tlicm  that  they  think 
now  only  of  maintaining  the  peace. 

Three  chiefs,  sent  by  the  Kenard  nation,  coming  down  to 
3iontreal  this  year,  accompanied  by  a  Kikapou  chief,  sent  by 
his  own  nation  and  by  tliat  of  tlie  .]\lascoutins,  assured  me  tliat 
they  were  all  disposed  to  maintain  peace  witli  all  th(;  Nations; 
and  said  tliat  they  had  returned  all  the  prisoners  taken  from 
them  during  the  last  war.  Jn  fact,  all  the  Nations  ])r(>sent 
at  iViontreal  at  the  time  when  these  ('hicfs  (Mnifcrrcd  wiih  me, 
assured  me  that  they  no  longer  had  ajiy  more  prisoners  among 
thos(j  nations.     Thus  all  would  b(^  ])eacel'ul  on  this  iMnitinent 

iGodefroy  de  Linctot,  an  officer  in  the  Canadian  army,  was  com- 
mandant at  La  Pointe  from  1720  to  172G;  in  the  latter  year  he  was  at 
Detroit;  and  from  1731  to  1733  was  in  charge  of  the  fort  on  Lake 
Pepin,  opposite  Maiden  Rock.  He  died  in  March.  1748.  Regarding 
the  Chequamegon  post,  see  Thwaites's  "Story  of  Cheqiiamegou."  in 
Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xiii,  pp.  410,  411.— Ed. 
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but  for  the  war  wliich  still  continues  between  the  Ilinois,  and 
the  Kikapous  and  Mascoutins,  in  which  the  Renards  now  find 
themselves  involved,  because  the  Ilinois  have  attacked  tlieni  on 
various  occasions  since  last  year,  killing  and  taking  prisoners 
several  of  that  nation.  They  did  so  without  any  Kegard  for 
the  action  of  the  J-Cenards,  who  sent  back  on  eight  different 
occasions  some  prisoners  whom  the  Kikapous  had  taken,-  and 
whom  they  had  given  to  the  Tienards — who,  in  Lil>erating 
these  prisoners,  always  charged  them  to  say  in  the  name  of 
their  Chiefs,  that,  if  they  desired  peace,  they  had  only  to  comv? 
to  their  Village,  and  tliere  they  would  be  in  safety.  As  these 
excuses  on  the  part  of  that  nation  seemed  reasonable  to  me, 
and  the  Kikapous  also  represented  that  it  was  not  they  who 
had  begun  the  Avar,  J3ut  tJiat  the  Ilinois  had  attacked  them  at 
a  time  when  they  themselves  were  only  desirous  of  living  at 
peace  with  all  the  Nations,  and  as  I  was,  moreover,  informed 
of  the  truth  of  all  these  luatters,  I  jiulged  it  expedient  to  treat 
them  favorably.  J^ut  I  gave  them  to  understand  that  this 
peace  nhiist  be  made;  and  that  in  order  to  succeed  in  this  they 
must  induce  their  allies,  the  Saskis  N'ation,  to  cooperate  with 
them.  I  recommended  to  them  to  make  no  movement  against 
the  Ilinois  JS^ation  while  this  negotiation  was  peiuiing.  They 
promised  to  inform  those  who  had  sent  them  of  my  wishes,  and 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  persuade  them  to  carry  them  out. 
But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  their  peaceful  disposition  may  have 
changed;  Since  on  returning  home,  they  learned  that  a  bnnd 
of  forty  Ilinois,  who  came  to  \ni\ke  an  attack,  had  encounteretl 
on  their  way  the  Renards,  Kika})ous,  and  Mascoutins,  in  the 
place  where  they  were  carrying  on  their  Sumnun-  hunting  t»)- 
getlier;  and  had  been  so  com])letely  surroundrd  and  attacked 
that  not  one  had  escaped  —  twenty  being  kilhvi  On  the  .spot, 
and  as  numy  more  being  nuule  prisoners.  As  this  atYair  nnist 
have  led  those  three  Nations  to  form  a  l:irge  band  to  go  to  at- 
tack their  en(Miiy  in  his  own  count rv,  it  will  pn»v(>  impossiblo 
to  arrange  this  peace,  unless  The  otHcer  in  Oi>mmand  among 
the  Ilinois  is  able  to  induce  that  Xation  to  mnkr  ov.M'ti'.res  lo 
obtain  it. 

I  have  nuich   less  dillicully   in   keoi)iiig  (lie  live  Iroquois 
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^^atioiis  favorably  disposed  toward  the  French  than  in  deal- 
in<»'  Avith  all  the  other  Xations  of  the  npper  country,  and  in 
maintaining  ])eace  among  them.  I  would  not.  have  sent  to  the 
Council  the  Collar  which  the  iive  Tro(juois  Xations  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  in  1717,  if  it  had  not  been  preseuted  on  The 
occasion  of  his  auspicious  succession  to  the  Crown.  Accord- 
ingly, I  will  confoi-m  with  the  order  of  the  Council  in  sanding 

no  more  such  Collars. 

■X-  -H-  vf  -X-  -:f 

It  seems  to  me  very  necessary  that  Sieur  Pubuisson  should 
conti^iue  to  serve  in  that  country,  as  he  is  uiore  capable  than 
any  other  officer  of  nianaging  the  Ouyatonons  and  the  ]\[iamis, 
who  Ivnow  and  esteem  him,  and  among  whom  he  has  had  con- 
siderable reputation  since  the  defeat  of  the  Kenards  at  Detroit, 
Vshero  he  was  in  command  during  the  absence  of  Sieur  de  la 
forest;  and  Avhere  the  ]\[iamis  and  the  Ouyatanons  used  to  come 
to  trade,  as  their  Village  was  not  at  that  time  very  far  distant 
from  that  post.  Those  two  Nations  have  as  yet  made  no  move- 
ment to  go,  one  to  the  St.  Joseph  J\iver,  and  the  other  t-o  the 
Tatiky.^  They  promised  me,  in  messages  sent  to  me  last  Sum- 
mer, that  they  would  not  fail  to  go  there  this  autumn  ;  But 
they  have  changed  their  minds  since  that  time,  For  I  learn 
from  the  last  letters  I  have  received  from  the  ^liamis  that, 
Sieur  de  Vincennes  having  died  in  their  Village,  Those  Savages 
had  resolved  not  to  go  to  the  St.  Jos(^])h  Kivcr,  but  t()  remain 
where  they  are. 

As  ihis  resolution  is  fraught  with  danger  on  account  of  the 
ease  with  Avhich  they  can  communicate  with  tlie  English, — 
Avho  are  incessantly  seiuling  them  C(dlars  uiulerground,  in 
order  to  gain  them  over  by  means  of  c(U'tain  Irocpiois  Coiiriers 
and  others  who  are  in  their  liire, —  I  liad  intended  tlint  Sieur 
Dubuisson  should  command  at  the  ])()st  among  \\\v  Ouyatanons, 
and,  on  his  way  thither,  shoidd  Use  all  his  Iniluence  among 
the  ]\Iiamis  to  dcx'ide  That  Nation  to  go  to  the  St.  .los(>ph  liiver ; 
or  that  he  should  reuuiin  in  the  ])hu'e  where  lh(\v  !\vv  settled, 
if  they  did  iKtt  wish  to  abandon  it,  so  as  to  obviate  tlu^  etTeot 

iQr  Teatiky,  more  often  written  'IMieakiki;  the  early  ii.nnie  of  the 
Kankakee  river  in  Illinois. — En. 
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of  all  these  Collars  Avhicli  they  receive  only  too  frequently,  and 
^vhieh  have  led  eight  or  ten  Canoes  of  Miamis  to  go  to  carry 
on  their  trade  at  Orange  this  year,  and  might  lead  that  -whole 
Xation  to  follow  their  example. 

To  prevent  those  Collars  from  producing  such  Results, 
much  vigilance  is  necessai-y  on  the  part  of  a  Commandant,  in 
order  to  discover  them ;  and,  when  he  has  done  so,  much  ability 
is  needed  to  render  them  of  no  avail.  Sieur  Dubuisson  has  all 
the  necessar}^  qualities  for  this ;  and  there  is  no  officer  as  capable 
as  he  is  of  dealing  with  those  Nations  and  inducing  them  to  do 
everything  that  \ye  wish. 

It  will  certainly  be  easier  for  him  than  for  any  other  to  suc- 
ceed, owing  to  his  disinterestedness  and  Liberality,  and  his 
firnmess  in  matters  that  require  it.  T  Beg  the  Council  to  take 
this  into  consideration. 

I  asked  for  him,  two  years  ago,  the  Cross  of  St.  Louis ;  And, 
as  it  has  not  been  granted,  I  Beg  The  Council  to  please  obtain 
from  His  Majesty  this  mark  of  distinction,  which  I  think  that 
he  has  merited  by  thirty-three  years  of  service  in  this  country, 
and  by  his  Valor,  his  wounds,  and  his  good  conduct ;  wliilc, 
moreover,  it  seems  to  me  necessary  in  the  post  which  I  propose 
to  confide  to  him,  if  the  (^ouncil  be  pleased  to  excuse  him  from 
going  to  Isle  Boy  ale. 

Approved:  La  Ciiapet>le. 

Discussed  on  March  11,  1720. 

[Endorsed:  "Colonies:  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil.  Take  this  to  Mon- 
eeigneur  the  Regent."] 


1719:    ACCOUNT  OF  DE  LIGNERY  FOR  EXPENSES  INCURRED 

BY  HIM. 

[Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  documents,  but  vol.  44.  c.  11.  fol. 

46.] 

I  hund)ly  beg  Monsieur  the  Gov(M'nor-gen(M-al  io  have  the 
goodness,  with  Monsieur  the  Intendant,  to  attend  to  the  reim- 
bursement wliich  T  request  for  a(lvan('(>s  made,  ou  \ho  aciMuint 
of  the  King,  at  Missilimakinac,  since  1715. 
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Paid  in  1715  to  Sieur  Guenet  100  livres  in  Beaver  for  200  livres 
of  grease. 

paid  to  Sieur  La  Ferte  .  46  livres  for  92  livres  of  grease, 
paid  to  Sieur  Gatineau  .  GOO  livres  for  33  ndnots  of  wheat, 
paid  to  Sieur  Rose  .     200  livres  for  presents  Made  to  the 

Savages.   

94G  livres  in  Beaver. 
In  addition,  bought  SOO  livres  of  oil,  for  the  subsistence  of 
the  garrison,  from  tlie  month  of  September,  1715,  to  September, 
171G;  and,  for  the  expedition  against  the  Kenards,  furnished 
the  Following: 

Four  red  blankets. 
4  blue  blankets. 

3  white  blankets. 

6  pairs  of  mitasses. 

4  of  my  own  shirts. 

Moreover,  given  in  1715,  when  I  dismissed  the  Savages  who 
had  come  for  the  Benard  war: 

GG  livres  of  powder   )       of  my  own,  from  a  present  given 
100  livres  of  lead        )       me  by  Monsieur  The  Inteudant. 
Besides  that,  I  furnished 

15  livres  of  black  tobacco, 
and  50  livres  of  white  tobacc'O. 
On  this,  I  have  received  at  the  King's  Warehouse,  since  thai 
time: 

3  medium-sized  capes  of  smooth  clotli 
3  white  blanketa 
G  pairs  of  sleeves 
8  dozen  Knives 
50  livres  of  powder 
230  livres  of  lead. 
I  ('ertify  that  I  have  furnished  the  artioh"!^  (v'nitainrvl  in  thi.s 
statement,  for  the  good  of  the  Service. 
QuKHEO,  Nov.  15,  1719. 

(Signoil)  nr;  LuiNM;v. 
Collated  with  The  original  in  (he  hands  of  the  S(vnM;iry  of 
^fonseigneur  the  Governor-Generah 

Dklknaok. 

SuiisciuiiKi)  \r  QuKUKC.  Feb.  17,  1720. 
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1720:    LOUVIGNY  APPOINTED  COMMANDANT-GENERAL  IN  THS 

NORTHWEST. 

[Proceedings  of  Council  of  Marine,  March  12,  1720.    Source,  same  aa 
that  of  preceding  documents,  but  vol.  41,  c.  11,  fol.  177.] 

Sieur  de  LouvigTiy,  Lieutenant  of  tlie  King  at  Quebec, 
having  represented  that  it  woukl  he  necessary  for  the  King  to 
designate  some  person  authorized  to  make  an  inspection,  at  least 
every  two  years,  of  the  Post^s  in  the  upper  country,  to  ascer- 
tain what  is  going  on  there,  and  to  remedy  any  disorders  aris- 
ing there,  so  that  orders  to  tliat  end  might  be  g'ven  in  accord- 
ance with  the  reports  which  wouhi  be  made  by  the  person  en- 
trusted with  that  Commission, —  to  whom  it  wouhl  l>e  Neces- 
sary to  give  a  Brevet  as  (3ommandant-General  in  the  countries 
where  the  French  trade,  so  as  to  avoid  all  discussion  with  the 
Commandants  of  tlie  Posts, — he  offered  at  the  same  time  to 
undertake  this  Commission/  Letters  were  written  to  ^lonsieur 
the  Marquis  of  Vaudrcuil,  asking  for  his  opinion  of  this  prop- 
osition. He  answers'  that  this  inspection  seems  to  him  expe- 
dient, in  order  to  maintain  good  onhv  and  peace  among  the 
]S^ations;  he  adds  that  Sieur  de  Louvigny  knows  i)erfectly  their 
character  and  their  interests,  and  can,  better  than  any  one 
else,  acquit  himself  of  this  iMission,  for  whicli  he  considers 
that  he  will  need  a  brevet  of  Coiinuandant-General  in  the  coun- 
try where  the  French  trade.  P>ut  he  feels  that  ho  ought  to 
state  that  this  Commission  will  prove  useless  If  the  Li- 
censes are  su})pressed ;  for  in  that  case,  as  it  will  be  Impos- 
sible to  Bring  to  those  Posts  the  supplies  necessary  for  their 
maintenance  and  for  the  Subsistence  of  tluMr  Garrisons,  they 
will  necessarily  be  abandoned,  lie  adds  tliat,  [f  this  Arrange- 
ment is  carried  out,  a  new  expense  will  accrue  to  \\\»  Majesty  — 
which  Will  be  a  considerable  one  on  account  of  the  presents 
which  Sieur  do  Louvigny  Will  be  obliovd  to  Make  to  the  Na- 

1  Marginal  note:  "Approved.  Opinion  of  tho  council :  tho  titlo  of 
commandant-general  of  the  upper  country  should  be  given  to  Monsieur 
de  louvigni  by  an  order  of  the  lilng;  and  this  should  give  him  no  rank 
in  tlie  colony  but  that  of  lieutenant  of  the  king." 

2 Marginal  note:    "Oct.  1&.  17i;>.'* 
20 
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tions  among  Avliom  he  goes ;  and  because  of  the  two  Canoes  hc- 
will  need  for  each  visit,  Avhose  equipment,  with  provisions  and 
pay  for  4  men  in  each,  ^vill  cost  more  than  3,000  livres.  Tliis 
does  not  include  the  provisions  needed  for  Sieur  de  Louvigny, 
and  a  Gratuity  which  he  ^vill  be  sure  to  ask  for  on  his  return 
from  each  trip.  Finally,  if  his  ^lajesty  is  unwilling  to  incur 
this  expense,  He  can  not  refuse  him  a  sufficient  number 'of  ]jer- 
mits  to  defray  it. 

The  Council  considers  it  necessary  to  order  these  Visits,  and 
holds  that  they  ought  to  be  ^lade  at  the  King's  expense,  with- 
out granting  any  Permits.  It  deems  that  the  Brevet  of  Com- 
mandant-General of  the  advanced  Posts  sliould  be  granted  as 
request^ed. 

[Endorsed:  "To  be  taken  to  Monseigneur  tlie  due  d'orleans:  March 
12,  1720."] 


1720:    EXPENSES  OF  FOX  WAR. 

[Memorial  of  Captain  de  Lignery  to  the  Council,  asking  for  reim- 
bursement of  his  expenses  in  the  war.  Source,  same  as  preceding 
documents,  but  vol.  44,  c.  11,  fol.  47.] 

To  his  Serene  Highness,  Monseigneur  the  Count  de  Toutonzc: 
MoNSEiGNEUii — De  Lignery,  Captain  in  Canada,  Very 
humbly  Represents  to  Your  serene  highness  that,  whiU^  com- 
mandant at  the  post  of  Michilimakiac,  he  made  some  advances 
to  the  King  for  presc^nts  to  the  savages,  and  for  the  Ex]H'dition 
against  the  Renards.  Por  these,  ]\fonsieur  tlie  .Manpiis  de 
Vaudreuil  had  told  l»i)n  to  reimburse^  liiniself  out  of  the  Stores 
remaining  at  Michilimakiac,  when  he  was  relieved  ;  but  nf»  tliere 
was  not  enough  merchandise,  without  taking  the  munitions  of 
war,  he  could  not  do  so,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  strip  the  ]»ost 
when  there  were  Impoi'tant  alTairs  to  be  Setth-d  .Mi»nsii'ur 
Beaujeux,'  wlio  K(dicv(Ml  him,  had  mon^wc^r  begged  him  to  seek 

iFor  sketch  of  Daniel  Lienard  de  Heaujeu,  see  Wis.  Uist.  Colls.,  v. 

p.  115;  at  pp.  108-122  are  also  given  biographical  notices  of  Ix)uvlgny. 

Perrot,  Lignery,  La  ^erri^re  Marin.  Dubuisson.  Coulon  and  Noyon  de 
Villiers,  Noyelle,  and  St.  Ange.— En. 
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reimbursement  at  Quebec.  I  enclose  his  certificate,  and  a  copy 
of  the  statement  wliich  I  have  given  to  ]\[onsieur  the  Marquis 
de  Vaudreuil,  Avho  had  promised  to  speak  of  this  to  Monsieur 
The  intendant.  The  latter  told  me  that  he  had  no  funds  for 
this,  and  that  I  should  lay  my  statement  l>efore  the  Council  of 
Marine.  Having,  also,  before  departure,  had  a  new  Estab- 
lishment created  for  the  Outavois  and  the  French,  on  the  other 
Side  of  The  Eiver;  a  fort  for  the  garrison,  with  two  g-uard- 
houses;  and  a  40-foot  house — all  at  his  own  expense.  He  very 
humbly  begs  Your  serene  Highness  to  take  tliis  into  Considera- 
tion, And  also  tlie  trouble  and  pains  he  has  t<iken  to  ensure 
the  success  of  this  war,  of  which  he  has  borne  the  whole  Load. 
Monsieur  de  Louvignj  having  received  for  this  campaign 
a  gratuity  of  one  thousand  Ecus,  he  Hopes,  Monseigneur,  that 
you  will  do  him  this  justice,  as  he  needs  this  Assistance.  He 
will  continue  to  wish  and  pray  for  the  Preservation,  Health 
And  prosperity  of  Your  serene  highness. 


1720:  FUR  TRADE  IN  NORTHWEST;  RESTRICTIONS  NEEDED; 
EVILS  OF  INTEMPERANCE  AMONG  SAVAGES;  POLICY  TO 
BE  PURSUED  BY  FRENCH. 

[Memorial  of  Louvigny  to  Council;  dated  Oct.  15,  1720.    Source,  same 
as  that  of  preceding  documents,  but  vol.  42,  c.  11,  fol.  238.] 

My  Lords — I  have  received  tlic  order  of  the  King  with 
which  it  has  pleased  you  to  honor  me,  ]\[y  Lords,  in  my  capacity 
of  Commandant-General  of  the  upper  country  of  tJiis  Colony. 
I  venture  to  assure  you  that  I  will  Conform  with  what  is  con- 
tained tlierein,  and  will  employ  all  my  efforts  in  laKiring  to 
satisfy  His  ]\rajesty,  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  witli  which 
it  has  pleased  you  to  charge  me. 

You  order  Me,  My  lords,  to  remedy  the  abuses  thnl  are  Prev- 
alent, to  maintain  peace  and  union  among  the  Savage  Nations, 
and  absolutely  to  prevent  the  French  from  soiling  brandy.  I 
shall  not  fail  to  follow  your  just  and  valued  oniers,  as  well 
as  lies  in  my  power;  and  on  my  return  I  will  give  to  My  Lordi 
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a  truthful  picture'  of  the  condition  of  each  settlement;  of  tlie 
abuses  tliat  exist  there ;  of  the  means,  according  to  my  lights, 
for  remedying  them.  Tliis  I  would  not  have  ventured  to  un- 
dertake, if  the  orders  with  which  I  am  charged  did  not 
impose  this  duty  on  me. 

Since  I  am  honored  Avitli  a  Commission  and  charged  with 
your  orders,  permit  me,  My  Lords,  to  explain  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  executing  them,  and  the  remedies  to  he  applied. 
I  had  foreseen  them  several  years  ago.  Since  that  time  affairs 
have  come  to  such  a  j>ass  that  it  is  necetssary  to  display  as  much 
Severity  as  wo  have  employed  indulgence.  If  we  wish  to  avert 
the  evils  of  a  war  which  will  not  fail  to  arise  between  the  Sav- 
ages and  the  French. 

When  the  posts  were  established  in  the  upper  cf>untry, 
through  the  wise  foresight  of  ^lonsieur  the  ^larquis  do  \"au- 
dreuil,  it  was  with  the  intention  that  a  Cei-tain  numlx^r 
of  Licenses,  granted  under  Spccitied  conditions  for  trading 
with  the  Savages  of  each  place,  should  not  he  valid  in  other 
posts;  so  that  the  French  who  obtained  these  Licenses  would 
ensure  the  safety  of  the  posts  to  which  they  were  assigned, 
Without  Being  allowed  to  Iwoam  with  the  savages  in  the  wuods 
and  to  Infringe  on  the  limits  of  the  other  posts. 

These  just  regulations  are  transgressed  by  the  greed  of  the 
Coureurs  de  Bois,  a  greed  prejudicial  to  the  state,  to  good  order, 
and  to  Trade.  The  impunity  with  which  they  have  violated 
the  law  seems  to  constitute  an  authority  for  these  voyagcurs, 
against  whom  it  will  be  necessary  to  iix  a  severe  and  excm]>larv 
penalty,  to  be  visited  upon  all  oirenders  On  valid  acciisati«>n 
and  report  by  the  officers  in  command  at  the  forts,  aiul  by  tho 
Missionaries. 

Tlie  Trade  in  brandy,  which  My  Lords  absolutely  prohibit, 
is  the  Cause  of  all  tlie  troubles  among  the  Savages,  among  whom 
there  are  no  laws,  and  no  punislmuMits  bcyttnd  tlic  will  i.>  do 
harm. 

Tlu^  Savages  no  longer  Think  of  hunting  in  order  to  ch>the 
Themselves  but  only  to  get  drink.  lirandy  is  making  them  \MM^^ 
and  miserable;  sickness  is  killing  IIkmu  oil;  and  tluy  slay  one 
another  on  very  slight  provocation,  an«i  without  any  jxMially 
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for  the  murderer  except  the  risk  of  meeting  The  same  fate. 
Through  this  fear  they  disband  and  quit  their  Villages  to  settle 
elsewhere  in  families,  for  fear  of  being  killed  by  the  relatives 
of  those  whom  they  have  slain.  They  no  longer  recognize  any 
Chiefs,  or  any  subordination;  and  they  are  all  Furious  and 
frantic  in  their  intoxication,  since  when  they  can  not  stab  ono 
another,  and  when  their  weapons  have  been  taken  from  them, 
they  bit-e  off  one  another's  oars  and  noses.  Such,  My  Lords,  is 
a  Picture  of  the  effects  of  brandy  among  them,  whence  it  is 
easy  to  judge  how  little  order  or  reason  there  is  among  i)c'0})le 
who  are  in  a  state  of  Perpetual  intoxication. 

I  am  i)ersuaded  that  there  will  be  difficulty  at  first  in  this 
absolute  prohibition  ;  but  great  evils  call  for  powerful  remedies, 
and  the  Savages,  If  they  can  again  taste  the  sweetb  of  tranquil- 
lity, Know  that  they  Will  live  in  greater  comfort.,  and  will  no 
longer  have  their  minds  filled  with  the  ideas  of  revenge  which 
torment  them,  and  which  they  revive  in  their  intoxication. 
They  will  Become  more  tractable,  and  more  subntissive  to  the 
French ;  and  will  devote  themselves  to  procuring  good  furs,  and 
will  listen  to  the  advice  of  the  Commandants.  This  (Conver- 
sion can  not  be  brought  about  without  threats  on  their  part  of 
going  to  the  English  to  get  brandy,  for  the  drunkards  will  not 
easily  be  cured  of  the  desire  for  drink. 

The  threats  of  the  Savages  to  go  among  the  English  are  often 
made  to  avoid  paying  their  debts.  The  greed  of  the  French 
Traders  Leads  them  to  lend  easily,  and  more  tlian  the  Savages 
can  pay ;  that  gives  rise  to  quarrels,  and  leads  tlie  French  to 
Kun  after  their  debts,  and  to  pass  the  winter  in  the  woods  and 
to  fix  their  abode  in  the  upper  country,  which  renders  thcni 
undisciplined  and  like  the  Savages.  Accordingly,  to  secure 
order,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  forbidden  to  tlu^  French  to  lend 
Cloths;  but  that  they  yhoiild  be  allowed  to  lend  powdor  and  sliot 
only,  to  enable  the  srvages  to  hunt  and  subsist.  They  sh(>id«l  also 
bo  forbidden  to  pass  the  winter  stealthily  in  the  woods,  roam- 
ing about  with  the  Savages:  but  should  roiiiain  at.  tlie  i^v^ts 
designated  in  their  Licenses — since  it  is  not  for  the  Savap^a 
to  keep  the  French  in  order;  but  it  is  for  Ls,  who  ought  to 
be  law-abi<ling,  to  bring  tlie  savages  to  be  so  by  the  persnnsion 
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of  our  examples.  Indeed,  they  would  (Conform  with  these,  if 
they  were  not  led  astray  by  the  Coureurs  de  bois,  who  refuse 
to  obey  the  orders  given  to  them. 

You  order  me,  i\[y  Lords,  to  establish  union  among  these 
Nations,  and  I  will  do  my  best ;  but  that  they  can  be  restrained 
from  pursuing  their  ideas  of  revenge,  ^^•hich  are  Often  very 
Capricious,  and  from  exercising  tlieir  ferocity,  is  a  thing  which 
I  believe  impossible.  It  would  be  necessary  to  change  their 
natures.  It  is  more  expedient  for  tlie  repose  of  all  the  Euro- 
peans to  let  the  Savages  who  have  a  war  between  themselves 
fight  it  out,  rather  than  to  undertake  to  concern  ourselves  with 
their  quarrels.  We  should  reserve  to  ourselves  only  the  quality 
of  Mediators,  whenever  they  have  recourse  to  the  ^lediation  of 
the  French;  for,  no  matter  what  agreement  the  latter  may  se- 
cure between  these  ^Nations  to  reconcile  them,  they  observe  it 
only  as  long  as  they  choose  to,  and  the  Caprice  of  an  individual 
can  break  it  off  at  a  moment's  notice.  When  they  wish  to  end 
a  war  among  themselves,  they  know  better  than  We  the  means 
for  Ending  it;  and  if  by  chance  we  Are  obliged  to  take  a  hand 
in  the  matter.  How  much  merchandise,  how  much  expense  and 
activity  are  necessary !  Avhich  are  very  often  of  no  avail,  on  ac- 
count of  the  little  confidence  that  can  be  reposed  in  those  peoples. 

To  succeed,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  French  remain 
in  the  posts  to  whicli  they  are  assigned,  without  Koaming  in 
the  woods.  It  may  easily  liappen  that  a  band  of  hostile  sav- 
ages, coming  to  attack  those  whom  the  French  accompany  in 
the  woods,  may  fall  upon  and  Kill  the  latter  also,  as  they  cojue 
and  ffo.  Those  Savaiies  will  think  it  sufficient  excuse  to  sav 
that  it  was  a  mistake.  That  has  hap])ened  this  year;  but  it 
would  not  have  happened  save  for  the  dis<>l)odionco  and  CapricA> 
of  the  Coureurs  de  bois,  who  violate  repeated  onh^'^,  whieh  they 
openly  mock. 

The  Savages  to  justify  themselves,  say:  ''Why  do  we  find 
the  Frenchman  on  our  war-path?  Tie  earrii^s  ]>»>\v«h>r  and 
weapons  to  our  enemies."  T^ow,  to  obviate  these  nubarrassing 
occurrences,  there  would  be  necessary,  T  venture  to  suirgest,  "Nfy 
Lords,  a  prohibition  issued  by  the  Council  and  published 
through  the  whole  country,  which  should  iutliet  Afatc^rial  pun- 
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ishment — either  confiscation  to  tlie  Royal  domain  of  the  Prop- 
erty and  Estates  of  those  Violating  the  law,  or  some  other  Severe 
penalty  which  will  reduce  to  submission  the  Coureurs  de  bois, 
who  trust  To  the  nearness  of  the  English.  For  my  part,  I 
deem  that  it  is  better  in  a  Colony  to  have  fewer  subjects  and 
obedient  ones,  than  to  have  a  great  number  without  law  or  or- 
der. A  single  example  would  render  the  others  more  Discreet 
in  future. 

If  the  Licenses  are  too  numerous,  you  might.  My  Lords,  al- 
low a  reduced  number,  instead  of  the  24  that  were  granted. 
Even  if  there  were  only  twelve  or  sixteen,  they  would  be  worth 
more  money;  and  it  will  amount  to  the  same  thing  for  the 
persons  who  get  any  profit  from  them,  and  the  traders  will  do 
better  business ;  for  to  Suppress  them  altogether  would  at  once 
bewilder  the  Savages  and  give  them  a  good  reason  for  seeking 
their  necessary  supplies  elsewhere.  It  would  also  furnish  free 
entry  for  Strangers  into  the  whole  upper  country,  to  which 
they  are  already  inclined  by  the  invitations  that  they  get  every 
year. 

If  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  Monsieur  Begon 
furnish  me  the  means  for  making  this  journey  and  all  the  neces- 
sary movements,  I  hope  to  inform  you.  My  Lords,  fully  and 
truly  concerning  all  the  posts  established  among  the  Nations 
dependent  on  this  Colony,  and  to  merit  by  the  truthfulness  of 
all  my  respectful  observations  the  honor  of  your  proto<)tion. 

LOUVIGNY. 

Quebec,  Oct.  15,  1720. 


1720:    EXPENSES  FOR  INSPECTING  THE  UPPER  P09T8. 

[Letter  of  Louvigny  to  the  Council;  dated  Oct.  19,  1720.    Source,  same 
as  preceding  documents,  but  fol.  237.) 

My  Lords,  Monsieur  the  Manpiis  do  \'au(lnMiil  lias  told  me 
of  the  order  which  he  has  transmiltod  to  me  a.^  (\>nunandant  of 
the  upper  country,  and  has  said  that  hv  liad  no  funds  to  enable 
me  to  make  this  journey,  as  it  should  Ik*  made  with  Suitable 
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dignity,  since  I  would  appear  there  to  restrain  the  French  and 
to  make  an  impression  on  the  savages,  and  not  as  a  trader. 

He  has  ordered  me  to  give  him  a  statement  of  tlie  expense 
absolutely  necessary  for  this  Journey,  which  will  last  eighteen 
months.  I  have  done  so  with  the  closest  economy  possible,  for 
at  any  rate  I  shall  need  provisions  during  18  months  of  travel  — 
bread,  peas,  and  Bacon;  and  I  shall  have  to  confer  with  sixteen 
different  Nations  among  whom  I  Shall  be  obliged  to  go.  My 
estimate  amounts  to  six  thousand  livres  C^anadian  money. 

He  told  me  that  he  would  inform  you,  ^My  Lords,  and  ask 
you,  in  case  you  approved  this  expense,  to  send  your  orders  by 
the  first  Vessels,  as  the  King's  Ship  arrives  too  late  to  admit  of 
my  setting  out  for  so  distant  regions  after  its  arrival.  I  an- 
swered Monsieur  de  Vaudrcniil  that  I  was  al\va3\s  ready  to  exe- 
cute your  orders.  My  Lords,  and  those  Avhich  he  may  give  me. 

LoilVIGNY. 

Quebec,  Oct.  19,  1720. 


1720-21:  MORE  JESUITS  NEEDED  IN  UPPER  COUNTRY;  HOS- 
TILITIES BETWEEN  FOXES  AND  OTHER  TRIBES;  ML^MIS 
REFUSE  TO  MIGRATE. 

[Letter  of  Governor  Vaudreuil  to  Council,  dated  Oct.  22,  1720.  Source, 
same  as  that  of  preceding  documents,  but  fS\.  164.] 

I  have  received  ihe  Letter  which  the  Couucil  did  me  The 
honor  of  writing  on  June  7th,  last. 

1  will  carefully  conforui  with  the  Intentions  of  His  Majesty 
as  regards  the  expenses  for  the  JnsiK'ction  (►f  tlie  ])ost.s,  which 
Monsieur  de  Louvigny,  lieutenant  of  the  King  at  (Jucbcc,  is  to 
nuike  in  the  ca])acity  of  Commandant-gcncrnl  of  tin-  Postw;  nnd 
no  license  will  be  given  to  meet  this  (>\iH'nsc,  Sinci'  His  Majesty 
desires  that  it  be  charged  to  his  account. 

The  Procurator  ot  the  »les\iits  not  h:»\ing  scni  to  (':\iuida 
this  year  the  four  Missionaries  whom  tlie  (  ouneil  had  :isk(Ml 
him  to  Send,  1  beg  the  ('ouneil  to  W  ])\vAsvi\  to  oblige  \ho  Proc- 
urator to  Send  them  lu^xt  year,  as  we  need  llial  nmnber.' 

1  Marginal  note:  "Mention  lliis  to  the  Fatlior  Proourator  of  the 
Jesuits." 
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The  Reiiards,  Kikapous,  and  Mascontiiis  still  continue  their 
war  Against  tlie  Ilinois,  and  threaten  all  the  other  nations,  with- 
out consideration  for  any  except  That  of  the  Sious,  whom  they 
for  a  time  induced  to  espouse  their  cause,  but  who  have  again 
■witJi drawn  from  them,  according  to  The  last  news  that  I  have 
received  by  Way  of  detroit. 

The  Renards  have  forgotten  the  sorry  State  to  which  they 
found  Themselves  reduced  four  3'ears  ago.  The  peace  that 
was  granted  to  them  has  served  only  to  increase  their  pride  and 
their  Insolence.  They  have  paid  no  attention  to  all  that 
Ouacliala,  one  of  their  princi])al  chiefs,  who  came  to  ^Montreal 
last  year,  has  been  able  to  say  in  my  name  to  induce  them  to 
make  peace  with  The  llinois.  On  the  Contrary,  They  have 
despised  this  Chierf,  because  he  seemed  too  well-affected  toward 
the  French,  lie  himself  has  sent  me  word  that  The  Young 
men  had  lost  their  Senses,  and  that  he  would  be  C'onstrained  to 
abandon  it  [the  peace]. 

They  have  recently  violated  The  law  of  nations  in  killing  a 
Miami  who  had  gone  to  see  tlie  Sakis,  who  Are  their  Xcigh- 
bors  and  their  allies ;  and  the  latter,  foreseeing  the  grievous 
consequences  of  this  murder  and  of  the  bad  (^onduct  of  tlio 
Kenards,  appear  determined  not  only  to  concern  themselves  no 
longer  with  their  affairs,  but  even  to  abandon  them  absolutely, 
and  go  to  settle  on  the  St.  Joseph  River,  for  fear  of  being  con- 
founded with  Them  in  the  Vengeance  which  the  other  nations, 
our  allies,  wish  to  take  for  the  Continmil  Insults  which  thoy 
have  suffered  from  the  Kenards.  This  fear  is  not  ill-founded, 
since  Sieur  do  Tonty  writes  me  (Aug.  i^Tth)  tliat  the  Principal 
(yhief  of  the  Pouteouatamis  has  Secretly  diM'lariHl  to  liiiii  that 
(hoso  nations  are  ready  to  make  war  on  the  Ivonards.  if  1 
abandon  that  trilx^  to  Them:  and  that  he  Counts  on  at  lonst 
a  tliousand  men,  peoyde  from  the  lake  and  from  tlu^  .Miamis, 
Ouayatanons,  and  llinois;  but  he  said  thai  they  would  not  un- 
dei-take  anything  without  first  knowing  my  Wishes  in  th<»  Mat- 
ter. The  Disposition  of  all  thosi^  nations  to  attack  Tho 
Kenards,  without  concerning  oiirselves  with  tlie  uuittor.  stNMus 
to  me  favorable  in  that  this  proud  naticui.  Finding  all  tlie  othera 
declaring  against  them,  nniy  finally  decide  to  art  with  more 
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Moderation — especially  as  Ouacantape,  Chief  of  the  Sious, 
has  decided  to  abandon  their  Cause,  wliich  will  greatly  liumili- 
atd  Thcni;  And  as  they  will  be  obligedj  in  case  the  League  of 
nations  should  march  against  them,  to  make  a  finn  peace  with 
the  latter,  by  yielding  the  Satisfaction  they  ask,  or  by  going 
so  far  away  that  they  can  no  longer  Trouble  tliose  tribes.  Ac- 
cordingly I  shall  not  hesitate  to  abandon  the  Renards  to  these 
nations,  if  I  learn  next  year  that  they  have  not  made  suitable 
amends  to  the  Miamis,  and  that  they  Continue  to  make  War 
against  the  Ilinois. 

o 

According  to  advices  received  from  St.  Joseph  lUver  and  the 
Ouyatanons  post,  some  savages  of  That  nation,  to  the  number 
of  forty  or  50,  have  gone  to  settle  at  the  Teatiky,  And  it  was 
Hoped  that  the  rest  would  Follow  Tliem  this  autumn.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  Feared  that  the  Pianginchias,  who  are  more  nu- 
merous than  all  the  rest,  nuay  decide  to  renuiin  where  they  are; 
for  they  have  been  solicited  by  the  Canadians  who  have  fled  to 
Caskakias,  Who  have  told  the  Savages  that  they  would  take 
eare  to  bring  them  merchandise,  and  that  the  officer  who  was 
in  command  in  the  country  of  the  Ilinois,  claiming  tluU  they 
were  his  dependents,  was  on  tlie  point  of  having  their  post  occu- 
pied by  an  officer  with  a  Garrison.  Tliis,  according  to  my 
views,  is  wholly  Prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of  This  Colony  and 
to  the  union  which  ought  to  exist  between  the  ouyatanons  and 
the  Miamis ;  for  they  are  one  and  the  same  nation,  having  sep- 
arated into  two  Bodies  on  account  of  the  fFealousy  of  the  Chiefs 
who  formeidy  governed  them.  Besides,  that  nation  has  never 
been  Considered  as  belonging  eitlier  to  the  Ilinois  country  or 
to  Louisiana. 

A  part  of  the  jMiamis,  nund)cring  alM)nt  on(^  h\nnlred  men, 
have  gone  to  Settle  on  the  St.  Joseph  Uiv(U\  whore  still  others 
were  expected.  However,  The  ma]\)rity  of  the  Savages  of  tJiat 
nation  continue  to  rcMuain  in  their  usmil  territory,  and  do  not 
app(iar  at  all  disi)Osed  to  go  to  the  St.  do.seph  Kiver.  Sonu*  of 
their  Chiefs,  who  are  very  mneh  iiikKm-  the  intliitMuv^  of  the 
English  and  the  Iroquois,  on  seeing  that  1  was  causing  all  the 
French  who  were  in  their  Village  to  with^lraw,  lune  taken  ad- 
vantage of  tLis  to  inainuato  tliat  1  wished  to  abandon  tho  na- 


1720-21]  FRENCH  REGIME   IN  WISCONSIN. 


395 


tion,  and  that  they  ought,  therefore,  to  make  up  their  minds  to 
go  and  Settle  back  of  tlie  Iroquois  country,  in  a  Place  to  which 
the  English  are  trying  to  attract  them.  Having  been  informed 
of  these  intrigues  of  the  Chiefs  and  of  the  perturbation  ^vhich 
the  Retreat  of  the  Trench  had  produced  among  that  nation, 
I  sent  from  Montreal,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  Sieur 
Dumont,  half-pay  Ensign,  accompanied  by  Sieur  simon  Keaume, 
a  former  Yoyageur,  who  has  a  reputation  among  the  Savage 
nations,  with  two  Canoes  to  bring  presents  to  the  Miamis,  in 
order  to  pacify  that  nation  and  prevent  them  from  being  de- 
ceived by  the  Intrigues  of  Those  Chiefs  who  favor  the  English, 
and  to  induce  them  if  it  can  be  done  to  go  as  soon  as  ix)ssible 
to  the  St.  Joseph  Kiver.  Tliese  Frenchmen  are  to  go  tlience 
Among  the  Ouayatanons,  and  to  those  on  the  Teatiky,  in  order 
to  nullify  tlie  influence  of  the  Collars  Sent  to  that  nation  by 
the  Miami  Chiefs  who  are  in  the  Interests  of  the  English,  with 
an  Invitation  to  go  with  them  to  Orange.  Every  effort  is  to  he 
made  to  persuade  them  to  quit  the  place  where  they  are  living, 
and  to  go  to  the  Teatiky.  This  precaution  seemed  to  me  all 
the  more  necessary  as  I  have  foreseen  that  Sieur  Du  Buissf>ii, 
upon  whom  I  have  always  Kelied,  and  whom  the  ('ouncil  has 
allowed  me  to  name  as  commandant  at  the  post  of  the  Ouayata- 
nons, could  not  arrive  early  enough  to  get  there  This  year. 
He  will  go  next  spring,  and  I  hope  that  his  Influence  will  suf- 
fice to  Persuade  the  Savages  and  the  Miamis  to  do  what  it  is 
expedient  that  they  should  do. 


[Proceedings  of  Council  regarding  letter  (dated  Oct.  6.  1721)  of 
Governor  Vaudreuil;  dated  Dec.  2,  1721.  Source,  same  as  that  of  pre- 
ceding documents,  but  fol.  320.] 

The  Procurat^)r  of  the  Jesuits  of  Tiew  France  bas  sent  this 
year  only  a  single  IMissionary  to  Canada.  Ue  was  first  ])laocd 
in  the  mission  of  the  Sault  St.  Louis,  in  place  of  Father  do  T.au- 
zon,  who  had  been  called  to  Quebec  to  take  charge  of  the  Sdiool 
of  hydrography,  as  Father  le  Brun,  who  had         it.  had 

iThe  missionary  who  arrived  this  year  was  .Tacquos  Quintin  de  la 
Bretonni^re;  most  of  his  life  was  sp»^nt  in  the  Iroquois  mission  col- 
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Tims  the  need  for  Jesuit  ]\lissionaries  still  exists,  and  is  even 
becoming  more  urgent,  as  the  one  who  is  now  at  St.  Joseph  River 
is  to  return  in  the  spring  to  ]\Iichilimackinac,  to  replace  Father 
Marest/  who  is  alone  there,  and  who  Ix^ing  no  longer  Able  on 
account  of  his  advanced  age  and  his  constant  Infirmities  to  give 
his  attentiou  to  the  outavois  missions,  of  which  he  is  the  Supe- 
rior, is  to  return  next  year  to  live  in  Quebec.  This  constrains 
him  to  beg  the  Council  to  oblige  the  Jesuits  to  send  over  to 
(yanada  next  year  as  many  Missionaries  as  they  can.^ 

[Ris  Eoyal  Highness  is  satisfied  witli  the  report  you  have 
made  on  the  War  which  the  Renards,  Kikapous,  and  mascoutins 
continue  to  carry  on  against  the  Islinois;  and  threats  they  make 
against  the  other  nations ;  and  the  murder  of  a  miami,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations.  The  resentment  of  these  nations  is 
justified,  and  Jl.  11.  11.  approves  your  abandoning  the  Kenards 
to  these  nations,  as  you  have  proposed,  if  they  do  not  make 
proper  amends  to  the  Mianiis,  and  if  they  continue  to  make 
War  on  the  Islinois,]^ 

He  answers  that  the  Kenards,  far  from  making  amends  to  the 
Miamis,  continue  to  do  mischief.  During  the  s})ring  of  last 
year  they  stabbed  a  Frenchman,  one  of  three  who  were  pass- 
ing the  winter  among  the  Kikapous.  They  have  even  taken 
care  to  inform  Sieur  de  la  ^[orandiere  of  it  by  tlieir  own  words, 
in  an  assenddy  of  all  the  nations  of  la  l>aye,  held  in  August 
of  the  same  year,  on  account  of  some  sauteurs  who  wished  to 
confer  with  those  nations  and  to  dance  the  (Calumet  with  Them.* 

onies,  Pierre  de  Lauzon  came  to  Canada  in  1716;  he  was  superior  of 
the  Canadian  missions  from  1732  to  1739.  Francois  le  Brun  came  to 
Canada  in  1707,  and  died  in  1721.  The  royal  school  of  hydrography 
maintained  at  Quebec  was,  after  Joliet's  death  (1700),  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Jesuit  fatliers. — Ed. 

lA  reference  to  Joseph  J.  Marest  (p.  205,  note  1,  a?//(')  Ki>- 

^Marginal  note:  "Communicate  this  article  to  the  Procurator  of 
the  Jesuits.    L.  A.  B." 

3This  document  is  apparently  a  resum6  of:  (a)  instnutions  t^cnt 
June  14,  1721,  by  the  Council  to  Vaudreuil;  (b)  his  answer  thereto, 
dated  Oct.  6  following;  (c)  action  thereon  by  the  Council.  Extracts 
from  "(a)"  are  here  enclosed  in  brackets;  those  from  "(c)".  mainly 
in  the  lorm  of  marginal  notes,  are  given  by  us  as  foot-notes. — En. 

<  Marginal  notet;.    "Take  this  article,  with  ih;d  of  the  CouncTs  let- 
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In  making  this  confession  they  asked  Sieur  de  la  ^[orandiere 
[in  return]  for  a  Cahimot  and  a  ('ollar,  to  tell  them  what  to 
do  in  tiie  matter.  But  that  officer  gave  them  to  understand 
that  he  saw  no  other  means  of  guaranteeing  their  village,  and 
saving  the  lives  of  their  wives  and  Children,  than  by  giving 
up  the  murderer  into  his  hands  to  have  his  Head  broken,  as 
it  was  just  that  an  assassin  should  die.  They  withdrew  with- 
out making  any  reply,  contenting  themselves,  on  leaving  la  Baye, 
with  saying  to  the  Sakis  that  what  was  asked  from  them  was 
impossible.  As  the  reason  for  this,  they  alleged  that  the  mur- 
derer had  a  groat  number  of  kinsmen,  all  of  high  standing, 
and  tliat  half  their  village  would  have  to  perish  if  this  Execu- 
tion took  place.  This,  according  to  Sieur  de  la  morandiere, 
is  only  a  poor  excuse,  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  allege 
in  order  to  cover  up  their  ill-will. 

In  that  same  assembly  the  Kenards  informed  the  sauteiirs 
that  their  young  men  had  killed  a  sauteur  while  hunting.  They 
have  also  since  that  time,  at  the  beginning  of  Octol)er,  carried 
off  two  Poutouatamis  from  the  St.  Joseph  River,  who  were 
hunting  near  Chicagou;  but  those  two  Prisoners  were  delivered 
by  the  Quicapous  and  the  ]\lascoutins,  who  had  jointly  agreed 
to  ransom  them  at  the  time  when  the  Iwouanls  passed  through 
their  country  in  returning  to  their  village.  Having  succeeded 
in  ransoming  only  one,  the  son  of  Ouenamek,  a  Poutouatami 
chief  of  great  repute,  they  untied  his  comrade  and  let  him  es- 
cape at  night,  so  that  the  two  Pris(niers  returned  to  St.  Joseph 
Biver  last  i)ecend)er. 

This  act  of  hostility  on  the  ])art  of  the  Kenards  against  the 
Poutouatamis,  so  stirred  up  the  latter  that  they  would  already 
have  avenged  it,  if  Sieur  de  Montmidy,  who  is  in  command  at 
the  St.  Josepli  Tviver,  had  not  checked  the  ditfi^rent  bamls  of 
this  nation,  who  wished  to  set  out  on  a  (\\m]>aig!»  iigainst  the 
Benai'ds.  He  has  had  great  diflicnlty  in  n-strMining  tluMii.  but 
has  n(n'ert]ieless  succciMhHl  by  means  of  ]U'(>siMits,  nnd  bv  irH- 

ter,  to  Monsieur  the  Regent  The  Council  believes  that  the  orders 
given  by  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  should  be  approved." 

"By  decision  of  A.  R.  U.,  the  opinion  of  the  Council  is  approved. 
L.  A.  B." 
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ing  them  that  they  must  not  undertake  anything  nntil  Informed 
of  the  Wishes  of  llonsieur  de  Vandrenil  in  the  Matter. 

Hereupon,  to  put  an  end  to  the  continual  importunity  of 
the  savages  in  regard  to  this,  he  has  given  orders  to  the  officers 
in  cojnmand  at  the  posts  no  longer  to  restrain  those  who  wish 
to  make  War  on  the  Renards;  and  to  declare  to  tliem  tliat  lie 
abandons  thQ  latter  to  them — advising  them,  however,,  not  to 
attack  in  small  bands,  but  rather  to  combine  together  and  form 
one  force  capable  of  destroying  them  entirely;  at  tlie  same  time 
offering  them  the  supplies  needed  for  tuis. 

[11.  E.  H.  is  also  Satisfied  with  the  report  you  have  made  re- 
garding the  number  of  Savages  who  have  gone  to  settle  on  the 
Teatiky  and  on  the  St.  Jos(^pli  river,  and  Avith  the  hopes  you 
entertain  of  drawing  the  others  into  these  two  places.  He  has 
approved  all  the  steps  you  have  taken  in  this  mattei',  and  for 
rendering  useless  the  measures  taken  by  the  English  and  the 
Iroquois  to  dissuade  them.  Yon  will  please  report  on  tlie  Ile- 
sults.] 

He  answers  that  Sieur  de  Montmedy,  half-pay  ensign,  who 
has  remained  in  command  at  the  St.  Joseph  River,  since  Sieur 
Deschaillons,  captain,  left  that  post  last  year,  has  informed  him 
that  on  Sept.  15th,  1720,  there  arrived  at  the  St.  Joseph  River 
two  mascoutin  chiefs  witli  ten  otlicr  Savages,  wlio,  in  ihe  name 
of  their  nation,  asked  the  Poutoualamis  of  that  post  for  peruiis- 
sion  to  settle  near  tlienij  saying  that  they  wisli  to  get  away  from 
the  Renards,  wlio  always  continue  in  their  I^erversity,  and  com- 
mit hostilities  incessantly.  'J'his  otHcer  has  also  inforund  him 
that  a  like  number  of  Mascoutins,  with  one  of  their  cliiefs,  had 
arrived  at  his  post,  on  "iMay  2ud,  1721,  saying  that  they  were 
abandoning  the  Reiuirds  and  wislunl  to  a])proach  the  INuUou- 
atamis.  The  latter  deferred  their  answer  as  thi^y  were  a  wilt- 
ing the  return  of  their  Chief  Rilcmou,  who  came  lo  Montreal 
this  year.  He  told  them  that  they  must  bi'iug  the  most  notable 
chiefs  of  their  mition,  and  also  RoIk>  V>lanche,  ]u*iucipal  chief 
of  the  Kikapous,  to  go  d<.wn  to  iMontre;il  and  contcr  with 
]\lonsieur  de  Vaudreuil.^ 

iMarginal  KOte:  "Pake  tliis  article  tilso  to  (lio  Repent:  aiul  aiM  a 
Map  of  Canada  on  which  all  these  nations  are  ilesiRuated.    L.  A.  U." 
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As  it  is  important  to  keep  up  this  favorable  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Kikapous  and  mascoutins,  in  this  matter  of  with- 
drawing to  tJie  St.  Josepli  River  to  Settle  there,  he  has  written 
to  Sienr  de  Montmidy  to  send  those  two  chiefs  to  him,  and  to 
raise  no  difficulties  about  receiving  those  two  nations  at  his 
post,  when  they  present  themselves  to  settle  tliere,  provided  that 
no  objection  is  made  ,bv  the  Poutouatamis  and  Miamis  who  are 
Established  there.  The  number  of  the  latter  has  not  increased 
at  this  post  since  last  year,  as  none  of  those  who  had  remained 
in  the  old  village  have  left,  it, 

Sieur  Dumont,  whom  he  sent  last  year  to  persuade  them  to 
abandon  it,  has  informed  liim  that  on  his  assembling  them  on 
the  11th  of  last  February,  they  all  unanimously  declared  that 
the}^  w^ere  positively  resolved  to  remain  in  their  old  village — 
alleging,  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to  leave  it,  that  they  are  in 
safety  there,  and  that  there  is  game  in  the  neighborhood ;  while, 
if  they  went  to  Settle  at  the  St.  Joseph  River,  they  would  be 
in  danger  of  being  killed  by  the  Renards,  and  would  have  to 
travel  a  long  distance  to  reach  the  place  where  they  usually 
hunt.  The  Ouyatanons  have  also  refused  to  go  to  the  Teatiky, 
and  the  little  band  which  had  Settled  there  abandoned  the  place 
on  finding  that  the  rest  of  the  nation  would  not  come.  Thus 
the  Hopes  which  he  had  had  of  drawing  the  !Miamis  to  the  Sr. 
Joseph  River,  and  the  ouyatanons  to  the  Teatiky,  have  come 
to  nothing.  But  as  it  is  of  great  importance  not  to  abandon 
those  two  nations,  he  sent,  in  tlie  month  of  Augtist  last,  Sieur 
Du  Buisson,  Captain,  to  Occupy  a  post  among  the  ^fiamis, 
and  to  assume  command  there  as  well  as  among  the  ouyatanons. 
He  will  reside  among  the  Miamis,  as  it  is  necessary  that  he  re- 
main there  in  order  to  forestall  the  efFoct  of  the  intrigues  of 
the  English,  who  continue  them  by  means  of  certain  Trtxpiols, 
who  go  among  the  Miamis  almost  every  year,  uwdcv  \)\v\v\\  of 
visiting  them  as  friends.  Some  of  those  Emissaries,  who  ])assed 
the  Avinter  this  year  in  their  village,  chose  the  time  when  Sieur 
Dumont  was  among  the  ouyatanons,  to  Take  along  8  or  10 
Canoes  of  Miamis  to  Orange  to  do  their  trading  tliere.  He 
hopes  that  Sieur  T)u  Buisson  will  find  uK^ans  of  puUiiig  an  end 
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to  these  intrigues  by  the  influence  which  lie  has  on  the  minds 
of  these  Savages. 

^-  -K-  -K-  *  -K-  -X-  -K-  * 

.Done  and  decreed  J)ecemher  23,  1721. 

L.  A.  DE  BOUUBON. 

By  the  Council: 

M.  Lack  APE  LLE. 


1721:    EXPENSES  INCURRED  IN  THE  WAR  WITH  THE  FOXES. 

[List  of  expenditures  in  above  war,  sent  by  the  Intendant  Begon  to 
the  Council,  in  his  letter  dated  Nov.  10,  1721.    Source,  same  as  that  of 
f  preceding  documents,  but  vol.  38,  c.  11,  fol.  185. J 

List  of  Expenses  incurred  on  the  occasion  of  the  Eenard  War,  and  in 
1115,  Ilia,  and  1111,  as  follows,  to  Wit: 


In  the  year  1115. 

1.    s.  d. 


O 

gross  5  dozen  [name  of  article  omitted] 

at  251.  4s.  ^  a  gross  .... 

7G. 

9 

20 

paddles  at  5s  

G. 

10 

^0 

powder  Barrels  at  tiOs  

45. 

1 

pair  of  Soldier^s  stockings 

4. 

10 

18 

Waist-cloths  at  121    .       .  . 

210. 

gross  of  Fire-steels  at  108 1.  a  gross  . 

21G. 

20 

empty  Barrels  at  oOs.  ... 

30. 

25 

portage-Collars  at  40s  

50. 

0 

Bark  CJanoes,  8-seated,  at  2251. 

1350. 

10 

Blankets  of  2  points'  at  22 1  10s. 

225. 

iThe  prices  here  cited  are  given  in  French  currency  of  llvre^ 
(tournois),  sols,  and  deniers.  The  livre  was  worth  nearly  the  same 
as  the  modern  franc  (equivalent  to  about  20  cents  of  American  cur- 
rency);  the  sol  was  one-twentieth  of  a  livre;  and  the  denier  one- 
twelfth  (in  earlier  times,  one-lifteenth  to  one-twentieth)  of  a  sol.— Eo. 

2 Blankets  marked  with  "points"  were  formerly  manufactured  in 
Europe  especially  for  the  northwestern  American  trade,  and  during 
the  present  century  were  distinguished  as  "Mackinac"  blankets.  They 
were  made  of  good  honest  wool,  half-inch  thick,  with  two  black  stripes 
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1.     S.  d. 

10   large  Cloaks  at  751   750. 

8  medium-sized  Cloaks  at  GOl.     .       .       .  480. 

24   Shirts  for  men  at  101   240. 

12  Chemises  for  women  at  91.      .       .       .  108. 

12  Shirts  for  boys  at  71.  10s.      ...  90. 

119  livres  14  oz.  of  kettles  at  Gl.     .       .       .  719. 

12   Hats  at  41   48.- 

15   ellsof  Kersey  at  61   90. 

5  gross  of  Knives  at  541.  a  gross      .       .  270. 

2  gross  of  Flemish  Knives  at  127 1.  10s.  a 

gross   255. 

G  wooden  Chests  at  71.  10s.       ...  45. 

144  pots  of  brandy  at  7L  10s.      .       .       .  1080. 

30  ells  of  scarlet  Cloth  at  361.  an  ell      .       .  1080 . 

1  livre  6  oz.  of  Sponge  at  161.  a  livre    .       .  705  . 

58-i  1.  Rennes  thread  at  121.  a  livre      .       .  705. 

12   Tulle  guns  at  401   480. 

3i  livres  twine  for  Nets  at  91.      .       .       .  31. 

34  livres  of  gum  [pitch]  at  51.  a  livre    .       .  8.10 

22545  porcelain  l)eads  at  101.  a  1000        .       .  225.  4.6 

G  marcs  of  tinsel  lace  at  241.  a  marc    .       .  144. 

55  small  axes  at  41.  10s   247. 

7   large  axes  at  91   63. 

1    Soldier's  jerkin  for   22.10 

4  Doublets  trimmed  with  gold-lace  at  1651.  665. 

32}  livres  of  rope  at  31.  ....  96.15 

IS   pairs  of  sleeves  at  151   270. 

18  pairs  of  mitasses  [  leggings]  at  151.        .  270. 

1873  livres  of  fine  powder  at  30s.      .       .       .  2809.10 

2820  gun-Hints  at  31.  15s.  a  hundred      .       .  105.  7.0 

2639   livres  of  lead  at  15s   1079.  5. 

56  pouches  at  61.  15s   378. 

12    Deerskins  at  181   216. 


at  each  end.  The  size  was  marked  by  a  black  line  four  inches  Ions 
and  about  half  an  inch  \/ide,  woven  in  the  corner  of  the  blanket.  The 
sizes  were  2VL',       •'^l-;.  1  "points,"  and  indicated  by  the.^o  l)l;\ck 

lines. — RicHAUi)  R.  Elliott,  in  Jcs.  Relations,  Ixx.  p.  a08. 
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5   tai'paulins  at  401.  10s. 
12  packages  of  Balsam  [  ?]  at  5s. 

2   livres  of  Rassade  Tround  beads]  at  41.  10s 

1  pair  of  Shoes  at  61  

30  ells  of  clotli  for  trading,  at  45s.  an  ell 
45  ells  of  canvas  at  61.  15s.  an  ell 

7i  ells  of  linen  at  31.  15s. 
1035f  livres  of  native  tobacco  22s.  6d 
100  livres  of  Black  Tobacco  at  31 

1  gi'oss  of  g-un-wonns  . 

5   Canoe-Sails  at  401.  10s.  . 
17   livres  of  vermilion  at  301. 

Provisions. 

13 J  minots  of  peas  at  61. 
322   livres  of  bread  at  2s.  3d.  . 
672i  livres  of  bacon  at  15s. 

81  livres  of  Beef  at  6s. 
2076i  livres  of  Biscuit  at  221.  10s. 


1.  s.d. 
202.10 
3. 
9. 
6. 
67.10 
303.15 
28.'  2.6 
1167.  4.4 
300. 

20. 
202.10 
510. 


81, 
36 


;04. 


4.6 
7.6 
24.  6 
467.  3.2 

20139.  9.6 


1. 
6. 

7.10 


In  the  year  1716. 

Equipment  of  Monsieur  de  Louvigny  for  the  Savages  of  the 
Saut  and  for  those  Sent  from  michilimakinac  by  Monsieur  de 
Lignery. 

4  paddles  at  5s  

2   dozen  brass  buttons  at  31.  a  doz. 

1  tobacco-Box  

14  Blankets  of  2  points  at  371.  10s.      .       .  525. 

20   Shirts  at  121   240. 

13f  livres  of  kettles  at  71.  10s.      .       .       .  103.  2.6 

2  Hats  with  borders  at  151.  .  .  .  30. 
6i  dozen  horn-handled  chisp-Knives  at  61.     .  30. 

10  ells  of  Oloth  at  301   320. 

2  guns  at  40h      .       .       .       .      .       .  80. 

2   marcs  of  tinsel  lace  at  301.       .       .       .  60. 

9   livres  of  gum  for  Canoes  at  30s.       .       .  13.10 
C  small  axes  at  31  18. 
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1   pair  of  garters  at  46s. 
33   ells  of  mazamet^  for  six  Cloaks  at  151. 
3f  ells  of  mazainet  for  3  pairs  of  leggings 
1   mirror  for  . 

livres  of  fine  powder  at  30s. 
livres  of  lead  at  15s. 
pouches  at  61.  . 
gun-flints  at  31.  15s. 
porcelain  beads  at  301.  a  1000  . 
package  of  Fish-hook  Guts  at  30s. 
canvas  Bag  for  .... 
livres  of  native  tobacco,  at  18s.  9d, 


81 
164 
10 
100 
6466 
1 
1 

150 

10  ells  of  cloth  for  trading  at  31. 
If  livres  of  Vermilion  for 

Provisions. 

2  pots  of  Cider  at  37s.  6d.  . 
14  pots  of  wine  at  61.  7s.  6d. 
2  J  pots  of  brandy  at  121. 
420  livres  of  Biscuit  at  221.  10s. 
112  livres  of  Beef  at  6s.  9d.  . 
276  livres  of  bacon  at  18s.  9d. 

3i  minots  of  peas  at  61. 
616   livres  of  fresh  bread  at  2s.  3d 
Hi  minots  of  Indian  Corn  at  61. 


To  Monsieur  de  Louvigny  for  his  Equipment 
and  that  of  the  officers  who  accompanied  him,  for 
buying  provisions  and  for  making  presents  to  the 
Savages : 

1   Aixjuebuse  with  a  Stand  . 

1   gross  li  doz.  lance-blades  at  251.  4s. 


17 
1 


paddles  at  5s.  apiece 
gross  of  firc-stoels  for 


1.  s.  d. 

2.  5 
495. 

56.  5 
2.  5 
122.10 
123. 
60. 
3.15 
193.19.7 
1.10 
3. 

140.12.6 
30. 

65.12.6 


3.15 
89.  5 
30. 
94.10 
37.16 
258.15 
19.10 
69.  6 
69. 


3418.  4.1 


60. 

30. 
4. 

108. 


7.6 


iMazamet  is  the  name  of  a  town  in  France;  and  is  also  used  as  a 
general  term  for  cloth  of  all  kinds. — Crawford  Lindsay. 
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1.  s.d. 

50  Bayonets  at  31.  15s   187.10 

103  one-livre  lead  Balls  at  15s.  a  livre  .       .  77.  5 

4  Spades  at  61   24. 

1   Bistoury   6. 

64  Barrels  at  30s   96. 

1000  JSTails  for  Roofing  at  61.  a  hundred    .       .  CO. 

1   Chisel   3. 

1000  Is^ails  for  flooring  at  31.  a  hundred        .  30. 

16  blankets  of  2  points  at  371.  lOs.      .       .  600. 

109   Shirts  for  men  at  121   1309. 

12  Chemises  for  women  at  111.     .       .       .  132. 

12   Shirts  for  boys  at  91   108  . 

29i  livres  of  Kettles  at  61   175 . 10 

5  gTOSs  6  doz.  of  horn-handled  clasp-Knives 

at  54s   297. 

1  gross  of  Flemish  Knives  at  1271.  10s.  a 

gTOss   127.10 

12  Cloaks  trimmed  with  lace  at  1201.       .  1440. 

2  livres  of  Cotton  yarn  at  121.     .       .       .  24. 

6  medium-sized  Cloaks  at  601.  .  .  .  360. 
6  small  Cloaks  at  50  L         .      .      .       .  300. 

19   portage  Collars  at  40s   38. 

6   livres  of  candles  at  30s   9 . 

1  Bark  Canoe   226. 

Another,  8-scated   450. 

Two  others,  8-seated,  at  3401.    .       .       .  680. 

74  ells  of  (noth  at  301.  an  ell      .       .       .  2220. 

25  Sewing  J^eedles  at  31.  a  hundred    .       .  .15 

500  Pins  at  30s.  a  hundred      .       .       .       .  7.10 

4  Sponges  at  121.  each        .       .       .       .  48. 

2  rolls  of  Bark  for  Cabins  at  271.  each      .  54. 

4   others  at  25 L  each   100. 

1  roll  of  Bark  for  Canoe  for      .       .       .  !». 

12   guns  at  301   360. 

12   gun-sheaths  at  31.  15s   45. 

4  oz.  of  lliread  at  161.  a  livre      ...  4. 

56  livres  of  Uennes  thread  at  121.      .       .  672. 

37  r^ivres]  of  twine  for  N"e(s  at  61.       .       .  222. 
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1.  S.d. 

150  grenade-fusees  at  3s.         ....  22.10 

4  Bomb-fusees  at  5s.      .      .      .      .      .  1 . 

4  match-tubs  at  31   12. 

8  pairs  of  binges  at  31.        .       .       .       .  24. 

24  livres  of  gum  for  Canoes  at  30s.      .       .  36. 

56  small  axes  at  31   168. 

8  large  axes  at  131.  10s   108.  ' 

2  medium-sized  axes  at  91   18. 

4  boes  at  101.  10s   42. 

6  laced  Doublets  at  1651   990. 

52i  livres  of  beavy  Fisb-Lines  at  31.      .       .  157.10 

10  Lancets  at  81.  each   80. 

18   pairs  of  mitasses  at  151   270. 

10  livres  of  slow-match  at  7s.  6d.  .       .       .  3.15 

18  pairs  of  laced  Sleeves  at  15L    .       .      .  270.. 

2  Boxes  of  medicines  at  371.  10s.      .       .  75. 

27  ells  of  Mazamet  at  151   405. 

3970  porcelain  beads  at  30 L  a  thousand    .       .  119.  2 

2  quires  of  paper  for  cannon-cartridges  at 

10s.         .       ,   1. 

8  pairs  of  binges  at  81.        .       .       .       .  64. 

2  picks  at  5L   10. 

1  quire  of  Wrapping  paper  .       .       .       .  .15 
1542  livres  of  fine  powder  at  30s.  a  livre      .  2313. 

2226  livres  of  lead  at  15s   1669 .10 

2180  gun-flints  at  3  b  15s.        .       .       .      .  81.15 

3  Deer-skins  at  181   54. 

52  canvas  pouches  at  61.        ....  312. 

4  tin  priming-horns  at  41   16. 

30   livres  of  Kice  at  30s   45. 

2  livres  of  Sulphur  at  10s   1 . 

4  Locks  at  221.  10s   90. 

2  livres  of  Soap  at  31.  15s.        .       .       .  7.10 

15   livres  of  Sugar  at  31   45. 

1   minot  of  Salt  for   18.15 

10  packages  of  Fish-hook  Guta  at  30s.        .  15. 

468  livres  of  mdivc^  lobacco  at  18s.  9  d.        .  438.15 
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1.  S.d. 


IzU   Iivres  01  lilacK  tobacco  at  t>l. 

360 

1   gTOSs  of  gun- worms 

zO 

3   augers  at  71.  10s.  each 

22 

.  10 

10  ells  ol  clotli  lor  trading  at  dl.  . 

A  ft 

10 

Z   ells  ol  linen  at  40s. 

4 

V  i\  ells  ol  canvas  at  yi.  . 

O  T  T 

877 

.  10 

7  livres  of  Vermilion  at  371.  10s. 

10 

I^oo  livres  ol  nne  iiour  at  zol.  5s.  a  100 

livres  463 

11 

o 

livres  oi  oacoii  au  los.  ju.  . 

^  i  o 

0 

Iz    bunalo-longues  at  o7s.  ud. 

22 . 

•1  A 

10 

138   pots  of  brandy  at  121.  a  pot 

1  r: (t 

4:   liams  at  101.  l^s.  ud. 

b  I 

10 

3   quarters  of  veal  at  61. 

lo 

20   livres  of  Beef  at  Gs.  Dd. 

6 

15 

674  pots  of  wine  at  61.  7.  6. 

427. 

2 

6 

30   livres  of  fresh  bread  at  2s.  3d. 

o 

o  . 

7. 

6 

1587   livres  of  biscuit  at  221.  10s. 

357. 

1. 

6 

9J  minots  of  peas  at  Gl. 

57. 

23832 . 

10 

Sent  from  the  port  of  Rochefort  the  supplies 
enumerated  below  to  the  store-house  at  (Jue])ec, 
the  price  of  which  has  been  deducted  I'rom  the 
funds  remitted  to  Sieur  Petit,  clerk  in  this  coun- 
try, of  Messieurs  the  treasurers  general  of  the 
marine;  which  effects  have  been  delivered  to  sahl 
Sieur  de  Louvigny,  who  k^ft  tlicm  at  Michili- 
makinac. 

1  brass  mortar  and  100  grenades  for  .  1 6."*  1.10s. 
4   small  brass  (^mnon  weigbing  34S  livres  730.16 

4   match  Tubs  ^ 

4   rammer-heads,  complele  .... 

2  biillet-Lndhvs  with  handles        .       .       .         ^     ,  , 
2   wad-hooks  j 

2   Shot-gauges  | 

1    steelyard      .......  J 

014.  C 
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1.  s. 

Remitted  to  Sieiir  de  Louvigny  for  His  traveling 

11251. 

To  Six  Canoemen  at  Michilimakinac  and  return 

to  that  village,  at  the  rate  of  3751.  each  for  the 

2250 

To  Sieur  Pachot  

450. 

To  Nicholas  Perrot  

60. 

To  Joannes  for  provisions  furnished  by  him 

12G. 

To  Corbin  for  making  2  canoes  with  equipment  . 

1G5G.11 

To  Maurice  llenard  

300. 

To  Moraut  Guillet  for  the  following  provisions 

furnished  by  him  to  said  Sieur  de  Louvigny 

When  at  Detroit,  To  wit: 

10  minots  of  Indian  corn  at  20 L     .  2001. 

15   minots  ditto  at  24:L     .       .  .300. 

60   livres  grease  at  20s.      .       .       .     GO . 

95  ells  of  Cloth  at  2  U.      .       .  .234. 

854. 

d. 


Iiccapihilation. 
The  expenses  for  1750  amount  to 
Those  for  1716  amount,  to  wit: 
To  the  Savages  of  the  upper 

coimtry  and  others     .     .       .  3418.14.1 
Equipment    for    Monsieur  de 

Louvigny  the  Sum  of     .        23832 . 10 
Effects  sent  from  the  port  of 

Pochefort  the  sum  of      .       .     014.  G 
Expenses  incurred  by  ^lonsicur 

de  Louvigny  and  others        .  6821.11 

Total  in  card  money 


G821.il 
20139.  9.G 


^  34986.11.1 


5512GI  7d. 


Half  of  wliich  amounts  to  27.")G-*U.  3d. 

In  addition,  paid  to  Sieur  de  Louvigny  in  Cash 

for  his  expedition  in  1717      ....  1250 


Total    288131.  3. 

Begon. 

Done  at  Quebec,  Nov.  10th,  1721. 


4c8 
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1721:    CHARLEVOIX  VISITS  WISCONSIN;  HIS  DESCRIPTION  OF 

THE  TRIBES. 

[From  Charlevoix's  1  Journal  historique   (Paris,  1744),  pp.  187-189, 

290-296,  299-301.] 

Eetween  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  in  the  Strait  itself 
(by  which  the  latter  lake  discharges  its  waters  into  the  former), 
there  is  a  rapid,  which  we  have  called  the  Sault  Sainte  Mane. 
The  adjoining  region  Avas  formerly  peopled  by  Savages,  who 
came  thither,  it  is  said,  from  the  ^sTorth  Shore  of  Lake  Superior, 
and  who  are  called  Saulteurs — which  means  ^'Dwellers  at  the 
Sault."  This  name  has  apparently  been  given  to  them  to  es- 
cape the  difficulty  of  pronouncing  the  name  which  they  bore; 
for  it  is  impossible  to  reach  the  end  of  it  without  taking  fresh 
breath  tAVO  or  three  times.^  There  is  no  Tribe  settled,  as  far 
as  I  know,  upon  the  Shores  of  Lake  Superior ;  but  in  tlie  Posts 
that  Ave  occupy  there  Trade  is  carried  on  Avith  the  Cristinaux 
[Crees],  Avho  come  thither  from  the  Xortli-East,  and  belong  to 
the  Algonquin  Tong-ue;  and  Avith  the  Assiniboils,  Avho  are  at  the 
North-West. 

Lake  Michigan,  Avhicli  is  almost  parallel  to  Lake  Huron,  into 
which  it  floAvs, — and  is  separated  from  it  only  by  a  Peninsula 
a  hundred  leagues  long,  Avhich  groAvs  continually  narrower 
tOAvard  the  North, — has  fcAV  Inhabitants  upon  its  Shores;  1  do 
not  even  knoAV  Avhether  any  Tribe  has  ever  permanently  resided 
there;  and  it  is  Avithout  good  reason  that,  on  many  Maps,  it  has 
been  named  Lake  of  the  Illinois.  In  ascending  the  River  of 
Saint  Joseph,  the  Avaters  of  Avhicli  empty  into  this  Lake,  there 
are  encountered  two  Villages  of  different  Tribes,  Avho  canie 

1  Pierre  Frangois  Xavier  de  Charlevoix,  a  noted  Jesuit  writer,  was 
sent  to  America  in  1720,  commissioned  by  the  French  government  to 
seek  a  route  to  the  Western  Sea;  his  MS.  report  of  this  journey,  dated 
Jan.  20,  1723,  is  kept  in  the  colonial  archives  at  Paris.  He  wrote 
numerous  historical  works,  of  which  the  Uistoirc  de  Uj  XouvcUc 
France,  and  the  Journal  historique  (both  issued  in  1744),  are  the  most 
interesting  to  American  students —En. 

2 In  a  loot-note  by  Charlevoix,  this  name  is  given  as  Pauoirigouelou- 
bak.— Ei). 
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there  not  long  ago  from  other  places.  There  is  on  the  West 
side,  of  this  Lake  a  large  Bay,  which  extends  tAventy-eight 
leagues  to  the  South,  and  is  called  Baij  des  Fiians,  or  simply  la 
Baye.  Its  entrance  is  very  Avide,  and  strewn  with  islands,  some 
of  which  are  as  much  as  fifteen  or  twenty  leagues  in  circumfer- 
ence. They  were  formerly  inhabited  by  the  Pouteouatamis 
(whose  name  they  bear),  except  some  of  them  which  lie  on  the 
right  hand,  in  which  tliere  are  still  some  Savages  called  Noquets. 
The  Pouteouatamis  occupy  at  the  present  time  one  of  the  small- 
est of  their  Islands;  and  they  have  besides  two  other  Villages, 
one  on  the  Piver  Saint  Joseph,  and  tlie  other  at  Detroit.  At 
the  end  of  the  Baye  there  are  Sakis  and  Otcliagras.^  It  is  this 
latter  tribe  who  are  called  Puans,  for  what  reason  I  do  not 
know ;  but  before  reaching  tliat  people,  one  passes  on  the  right 
another  small  Tribe,  wlio  are  called  Maloinincs  [Menomonees], 
or  Folles  Avoines. 

A  small  Piver,  much  obstructed  by  Papids,  empties  into  the 
lower  end  of  the  Bay;  it  is  known  under  the  name  of  River  of 
the  Reiiavds,  on  account  of  the  neighborhood  of  the  Outagamis, 
commonly  called  ilie  Benards  [Foxes].  All  that  region  is 
very  beautiful,  and  still  more  so  is  that  which  extends  South- 
ward to  the  Piver  of  the  Illinois ;  but  its  only  inhabitants  are 
two  Tribes,  of  veiy  few  people,  the  Kicapous  and  the  Mascou- 
tins.  Some  of  our  Geographers  have  been  pleased  to  call  the 
latter  Tribe  the  Nation  of  Fire,  and  their  country  the  Land  of 
Fire;  but  it  was  a  word  of  double  meaning  which  gave  rise  to 
this  appellation. 

Fifty  years  ago,  the  Miamis  were  established  at  the  Southern 
extremity  of  Lake  Michigan,  at  a  place  called  Chicagou,  from 
the  name  of  a  small  Piver  which  flows  into  the  Lake ;  its  Source 
is  not  far  from  that  of  the  Illinois.  The  "Miamis  aro  now  sep- 
arated into  three  Villagx^s:  one  of  these  is  on  the  l\ivcr  Saint 
Joseph ;  the  second  upon  another  river,  wliich  bears  tlicir  name, 
and  flows  into  Lake  Erie;  and  tlie  third  upon  tlie  Ouabache 
Piver,  which  discharges  itvS  waters  into  the  Micissipi ;  these  last 
are  better  known  under  the  name  of  Ouyataiions.    It  can  liardly 

iThe  Siouan  name  of  the  Winnebago  tribe;  rrgardiiip  their  French 
name,  see  p.  3,  note  2,  afite. — Ed. 
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be  doubted  that  this  Tribe  and  that  of  the  Illinois  were,  not 
very  long  ago,  one  and  the  same  People,  in  view  of  the  close 
affinity  which  is  observed  between  their  two  Languages.  I  can 
tell  yon  of  them  with  more  certainty  when  I  go  directly 
among  them.  As  for  tlie  rest  of  the  Algonquin  Tribes,  most  of 
them  (if  we  except  those  who  dwell  farthest  toward  the  South) 
pay  very  little  attention  to  the  Cultivation  of  the  Land,  and 
live  almost  solely  by  Hunting  and  Fishing;  they  also  are  sel- 
dom settled  in  one  place.  Among  some  of  them  it  is  the  custom 
to  have  a  plurality  of  Wives ;  but  the  population,  far  from  in- 
creasing, is  continually  diminishing.  There  is  not  even  one  of 
these  Tribes  which  counts  six  thousand  souls,  and  some  of  them 
do  not  number  two  thousand. 

We  embarked  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  of  July  [1721; 
from  Michillimackinac]  ;  for  thirty  leagues  we  coasted  along 
a  Strip  of  land  which  separates  Lake  Michigan  from  Lake 
Superior.  There  are  several  places  where  it  is  only  a  few 
leagues  wide,  and  it  is  hardly  possible  to  find  a  more  wretched- 
looking  Country;  but  it  ends  at  a  pretty  Eiver  najiied  la  Manis- 
tie  [Manistique],  which  alxjunds  in  fish,  especially  in  Sturgeon. 
A  little  fartJier,  bending  our  co\irse  to  the  South-West,  we  enter 
a  large  Gulf,  the  entrance  to  which  is  bordered  with  Islands, 
which  is  called  the  Gulf  or  Bay  of  the  Noquets.  Those  Sav- 
ages form  a  very  small  Tribe,  who  came  from  the  Shores  of 
Lake  Superior;  of  their  number  there  remain  only  a  few  Fami- 
lies dispersed  here  and  there,  without  having  any  fixed  plK>de. 

The  Bay  of  the  Noquets  is  separated  from  the  Great  Bay 
only  by  the  Islands  of  ike  Poulcouafanus — which,  as  I  have 
already  renuirked,  are  the  old-tinio  abode  of  those  Savages. 
Most  of  theses  Islands  are  heavily  woodml ;  but  the  only  one 
which  is  still  inhabited  is  neither  the  largest  uov  the  finest; 
there  remains  on  it  only  a  comparatively  small  N'illagr,  where 
we  were  coujpelhHl,  although  unwillingly,  to  pass  the  night  :  but 
we  never  could  refuse  this,  as  the  ]>eople  wi^re  so  urgiMit. 
There  is  not,  moreover,  a  Trilx^  in  Canada  who  have  Ixhui  moi\> 
sincerely  attached  to  the  FnMich  than  they  always  have  been. 

On  the  sixth,  we  wen^  held  back  m^urly  all  dav  bv  oontrarv 
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winds ;  but  at  evening  it  again  grew  calm,  and  we  embarked  a 
little  after  Sunset,  bj  most  beautiful  Moonlight;  we  tlien  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey  during  twenty-four  consecutive  hours, 
making  only  a  short  halt  to  say  Mass  and  to  eat  dinner.  The 
JSun  was  so  hot,  and  the  Water  of  the  Bay  so  warm,  that  the 
Pitch  of  our  Canoe  melted  in  several  places.  To  crown,  our 
misfortunes,  the  place  where  we  halted  for  our  encampment 
proved  to  be  so  infested  with  Mosquitoes  and  Gnats  that  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  close  our  eyes,  although  we  had  not  slept 
for  two  days;  and  as  the  weather  was  fine,  and  the  Moon  gave 
us  light,  we  resumed  our  journey  as  early  as  three  o^clock  in  the 
morning. 

After  having  voyaged  five  or  six  leagues,  we  found  ourselv^es 
abreast  of  a  small  Island,  which  is  not  far  from  the  West  Shore 
of  the  Bay,  and  whicli  concealed  from  us  the  entrance  to  a  Biver 
on  which  is  the  Village  of  the  Malhomines — whom  our  French 
liave  named  Folles  Avo'utes  [wild  rice  men],  apparently  be- 
-cause  they  use  that  vegetable  as  their  ordinary  food.  The  en- 
tire Tribe  is  comj)rised  of  this  ViUage,  which  is  not  very  popu- 
lous. That  is  a  pity,  for  they  are  fine-looking  Men,  and  among 
the  most  shapely  in  Canada.  They  are  even  taller  tlian  the 
Pouteouatamis.  I  liave  been  assured  that  they  have  the  same 
origin,  and  almost  the  same  language,  as  the  jSTocpiets  and  the 
Saulteurs;  but  it  is  also  added  that  they  have,  besides,  a  pri- 
vate Language,  which  tliey  communicate  to  no  one.  Certain 
tales  have  also  been  related  to  me  about  them — for  instance,  of 
£i  Serpent  that  every  year  goes  into  their  Village,  and  is  there 
received  with  impressive  (Vremonies ;  this  leads  me  to  l>elieve 
that  they  meddle  somewhat  with  sorceries. 

At  a  little  distance  beyond  the  Island  which  I  have  just  mon- 
tioned,  the  aspect  of  the  country  is  all  at  once  changed  ;  atui 
from  heing  almost  a  wilderness,  as  it  is  up  to  that  point,  it  bo- 
comes  the  most  channing  region  in  tlu^  World.  It  is  i>von 
more  agreeable  to  the  sight  than  is  the  Detroit  (%mntrv;  but 
although  it  is  everywhere  covered  with  the  finest  trees,  it  is 
much  more  sandy  and  less  fertile.  The  OfcluK/rOr^,  who  arc 
<!Onuuonly  called  Puaii.s,  foriuiM-lv  lived  on  llie  Shores  of  the 
Bay,  in  a  most  delightful  location;  but  th(\v  were  tliere  attacked 
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by  the  Illinois,  who  slew  great  numbers  of  them ;  the  rest  took 
refuge  on  the  Eiver  of  the  Oiitagamis  [Fox  River],  which 
empties  into  the  end  of  the  Bay. 

They  settled  upon  the  Shores  of  a  sort  of  Lake ;  and  perhaps 
it  was  there  that,  as  they  lived  on  Eish,  which  the  Lake  fur- 
nished them  in  great  abundance,  the  name  Puans  [^'foirl-smell- 
ing"]  was  given  to  them;  for  along  the  entire  length  of  the 
Shore,  where  their  Cabins  were  built,  one  saw  only  rotten  Fish, 
witli  Avhich  the  air  was  tainted.  At  least,  it  seem6  probable 
that  such  was  the  origin  of  that  name,  which  the  other  Savages 
had  given  them  before  Ave  did,  and  which  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Bay,  from  which  they  have  never  strayed  far.  Some 
time  after  they  had  abandoned  their  fonner  Location,  tliey  un- 
dertook to  revenge  the  defeat  which  they  had  suffered  from  the 
Illinois;  but  that  Enterprise  caused  them  a  new  loss,  from 
which  they  have  not  recovered.  Six  liundred  of  their  best 
Men  had  embarked  to  seek  their  Enemy;  but  while  they  were 
crossing  Lake  Michigan  they  were  surprised  by  a  furioiis  gale, 
which  caused  them  all  to  perish. 

We  have  at  the  Bay  a  Eort,  which  is  situated  on  the  West 
bank  of  the  Outagami  River,  half  a  league  from  its  mouth ;  and 
before  reaching  it  Ave  pass,  on  the  right  hand,  a  Village  of 
Sahis.  The  Otchagras  liave  recently  come  to  settle  near  us, 
and  have  built  their  Cabins  all  around  the  Eort.  The  Mission- 
ary (Avhose  lodging  is  quite  near  the  (\>mmandant's)  hoi)es  to 
find  them,  Avhen  he  shall  have  learned  their  Language,  more 
docile  than  the  Sakis,  among  Avhom  lie  is  laboring  Avith  very  lit- 
tle result.  Both  tribes  ap^x'ar  to  be  very  Avell  disposed  People, 
especially  the  Eormer,  Avhose  greatest  fault  is  to  be  somewliat 
Thievish.  Tlu  ir  Language  is  very  different  from  jiU  the  others, 
Avhich  leads  me  to  believe  that  it  is  not  related  to  any  of  thoso 
in  Canada,  ^ioreover,  they  have  idwnys  luul  more  intert*ourse 
Avith  the  Western  J*eoi)l('s  than  Avilh  \]u)<v  whom  w(^  kiu»\v  in 
this  Country. 

The  Sakis,  although  few  in  ntnnber,  nvv  divided  into  two  fac- 
tions, <tne  of  which  is  att;u*h(Ml  to  the  ()\it;iii:nuis,  :uul  tlu*  other 
to  tli<'  Poutconntaiiiis.  Tliosc  who  ;n'e  scttlcvl  at  tliis  Post  are 
mostly  of  tlx*  latter   party,  :ui<l   const'(]u«'n1  ly    in  our 
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They  received  the  new  Commandant^  with  loud  demonstrationa 
of  joy ;  as  soon  as  they  learned  that  he  was  near  at  hand,  they 
ranged  themselves  along  the  Shore,  carrying  their  weapons;  and 
as  soon  as  he  came  in  sight  they  saluted  him  with  a  volley  from 
their  Guns,  accompanied  with  loud  cries  of  delight.  Then 
four  of  their  Principal  men  waded  into  the  River,  in  which  they 
soon  stood  up  to  their  waists,  boarded  his  Canoe,  and  placed  him 
upon  a  large  Robe,  composed  of  several  Deer-Skins  neatly 
sewed  together,  each  of  them  holding  a  corner  of  it.  They 
carried  him  thus  to  his  Lodging,  where  they  paid  him  compli- 
ments and  said  many  very  flattering  tilings  to  him. 

On  the  next  day,  the  Chiefs  of  the  two  i^ations  paid  me  a 
visit,  and  an  Otchagra  showed  me  a  Catalan  Pistol,  a  pair  of 
Spanish  shoes,  and  some  kind  of  Drug,  which  seemed  to  me  like 
a  sort  of  Ointment.  All  these  he  had  obtained  from  an  Aiouez 
[Iowa]  ;  and  now  I  will  tell  you  by  what  opportunity  these  arti- 
cles fell  into  the  hands  of  the  latter. 

About  two  years  ago,  some  Spaniards — who  had  come,  it  was 
said,  from  I^ew  Mexico,  intending  to  penetrate  as  far  as  the 
Illinois,  and  drive  out  thence  the  French,  whom  they  saw  with 
extreme  jealousy  advancing  so  far  on  the  Missouri — descended 
that  River,  and  attacked  two  Villages  of  Oclotaias,  People  who 
are  Allies  of  the  Aiouez,  from  whom,  it  is  even  claimed,  they 
take  their  origin.  As  those  Savages  had  no  firearms,  and  were 
taken  by  surprise,  the  Spaniards  had  easily  the  advantage  over 
them,  and  made  great  carnage  there.  A  third  Village  of  the 
same  Tribe,  not  very  far  from  tlie  other  two,  learned  what  was 
occurring;  and,  not  doubting  that  these  Comiuerors  would  i>rt)- 
ceod  to  them,  prepared  for  the  enemy  an  And)uscade,  into  which 
the  Spaniards  rashly  fell.  Others  say  that  tJie  Savages,  having 
learned  that  their  Enemies  were  nearly  nil  intoxicated,  and 
sleeping  heavily,  fell  upon  them  during  the  night.  But  it  is 
certain  that  nearly  all  of  the  Spaniards  were  slain. 

There  were  in  that  Troop  two  (^haplains;  one  of  them  was 
killed  at  the  outset,  and  the  other  (\scap(Hl  among  tlie 


1  Captain  de  Montigny,  whom  Charlevoix  accompanied  to  Green 
J3ay.— El). 
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souriies,^  who  kept  him  a  prisoner ;  but  he  vei*y  adroitly  escaped 
from  them.  lie  had  a  remarkably  tine  Hoi-se,  and  the  Mis- 
sonrites  enjoyed  seeing  him  perfonn  feats  of  Horsemanship,  in 
which  he  was  very  skilful ;  he  protited  by  their  curiosity  to  free 
himself  from  their  hands.  One  day  when  he  was  caracoling- 
before  them,  he  gradually  increased  his  distance  from  them ; 
then  suddenly  using  both  spurs,  he  quickly  vanished  from  their 
sight.  As  no  other  Prisoner  was  taken,  we  have  no  definite 
knowledge,  either  from  what  part  of  'New  Mexico  those  Span- 
iards had  come,  or  what  their  intentions  were ;  for  what  I  told 
you  at  the  beginning  of  this  account  was  founded  only  upon  the 
reports  of  Savages,  who  perhaps  desired  to  court  our  favor  by 
making  known  that  they  had,  through  this  defeat,  rendered  us 
a  gTeat  service.  All  the  articles  bi-ought  to  me  were  from  the 
spoils  of  the  Chaplain  who  had  been  slain;  and  there  was  also 
found  on  him  a  Book  of  Prayers,  which  I  have  not  seen ;  it  was 
])robably  his  Breviary.  I  bought  the  Pistol ;  the  Shoes  were 
worth  nothing;  and  the  Savage  was  never  willing  to  part  with 
the  Ointment,  having  taken  into  his  head  that  this  was  a  sover- 
eign remedy  against  all  kinds  of  ills.  I  was  cunous  to  know 
how  he  intended  to  use  it,  and  he  answered  me  that  it  was  suf- 
ficient to  swallow  a  little  of  the  medicine,  and  whatever  Malady 
attacked  a  person  would  be  immediately  healed;  lie  did  not  as- 
sert, however,  that  he  liad  yet  proved  this  by  experience,  and  I 
advised  him  not  to  do  so.  We  begin  here  to  find  the  Savages 
exceedingly  stupid;  they  are  far  from  being  as  intelligent,  or 
at  least  as  open-minded,  as  those  who  have  had  more  intercoumj 
with  us. 

On  the  following  day,  a  great  many  of  the  Sakis  came  to  the 
liouse  of  the  Missionary,  with  wliom  T  was  lodged,  aJid  et\tivatod 
me  to  be  ])resent  :it  a  sort  of  council,  which  they  dt^sircd  to  liold. 
T  consented  to  do  so;  and  when  all  the  ])C(>ple  had  taken  their 
places,  the  Chief  placed  a  Collar  on  the  ground  lu  f(»r(^  u\c\  ilu  n 
th(^  Orator  began  to  sj)(>ak,  begging  u\v.  in  the  name  ot*  all  to  in- 
duce the  King^  to  take  them  und(M-  his  ])rol<'i'l ion,  and  \o  ]iurify 

iA  Sioiian  tril)C,  forinorly  located  on  the  Missouri  rivrr  — Kd. 

2 Those  Savages  aK'uys  pronounce  the  ranie  of  the  King  in  French. — 

CllAULKVOlX. 
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the  air, — \vhich  for  some  time  past,  they  said,  had  been  cor- 
rupted ;  as  appeared  by  the  great  number  of  Sick  persons  whom 
they  had  in  their  Villages, — and  to  defend  them  against  their 
Euenjies. 

I  replied  to  them  that  the  King  was  very  powerful,  and  per- 
haps even  more  so  than  they  realized,  but  that  his  power  did  not 
j  extend  over  the  Elements ;  and  that  when  Sickness,  or  any 
j  other  like  disasters,  desolated  his  Provinces,  he  applied,  in  or- 
t  der  to  make  them  cease,  to  the  great  Spirit  who  made  Heaven 
and  Earth,  and  who  alone  is  the  Sovereign  Master  of  Nature. 
'  I  told  them  that  they  must  do  the  same,  and  that  they  would 
I  derive  benefit  therefrom ;  but  that,  in  order  to  merit  a  hearing 
for  their  request,  they  must  begin  by  recognizing  that  Spirit, 
and  rendering  to  him  the  Worship  and  homage  which  he  had  a 
right  to  expect  from  all  reasonable  Creatures.  I  told  them 
that  they  could  do  nothing  better,  or  more  pleasing  to  the  King, 
than  to  listen  to  the  Father^  whom  his  Majesty  had  sent  to 
them,  and  to  become  docile  to  his  instnictions ;  that  lie  was  a 
man  dear  to  Heaven ;  that  his  manner  of  life  among  them  must 
surely  have  made  them  conceive  great  esteem  for  him;  and  that 
his  charity  toward  the  Sick  and  all  those  wdio  had  need  of  bis 
aid  must  have  convinced  them  of  the  tender  and  sincere  affec- 
tion that  he  bore  them.  At  the  end,  I  told  them  that  1  would 
not  accept  their  Collar  unless  they  would  promise  me  to  behave 
toward  the  Missionary  very  differently  from  the  way  in  which 
they  had  acted  during  the  past ;  and  that  they  must  hereafter 
refrain  from  giving  him  any  reason  to  complain  of  their  iu- 
tractableness.  I  said:  "As  for  the  protection  of  the  King, 
for  which  you  ask,  and  your  entreaty  that  I  shall  induce  him 
to  undertake  your  defense  against  your  Enemies,  tliat  great 
prince  has  forestalled  your  desires;  he  has  given,  on  that,  point, 
strict  orders  to  Ononihio,  who  himself  was  already  inclined  to 
execute  them  with  the  zeal  and  affection  of  a  Father.^  You 
will  have  no  cause  to  doubt  that,  if  you  })ay  attention  to  the 
(Vunmandaut  whom  he  sends  you.     You  cannot  possibly  be 

1  Father  Pierre  Chardon,  a  Jesuit. — Chahi  kvoix. 

2 They   always   call   the   Governors   and   the   Comraandantfi  thoir 
"  Fathers."  —  Cn  arlevoix. 
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ignorant  (and  indeed  you  seem  to  me  to  be  very  well  informed) 
that  among  the  French  Captains  there  are  few  who  equal  hira 
in  valor ;  and  you  will  soon  love  him  even  more  than  you  already 
esteem  him/^  This  reply  seemed  to  satisfy  them;  and  they 
promised  me  much  more  than  they  are  likely  to  fulfil.  !Mean- 
while  I  accepted  their  Collar,  and  the  Missionary  flattered  him- 
self that  this  conference  would  produce  good  effects. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  two  Tribes  furnished 
us  the  diversion  of  the  Calumet  Dance,  one  after  the  other,  in 
a  large  Esplanade,  on  which  the  Commandant's  Dwelling  faces. 
There  was  some  difference,  but  a  slight  one,  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  two  Tribes  executed  this  Dance.  Their  perfonnance 
only  showed  me  that  these  Festivals  vary  greatly;  accordingly 
it  is  not  possible  to  give  a  description  of  them  which  Avill  agree 
rn  all  cases.  The  Otchagras  diversified  their  Play  somewhat 
more,  and  exhibited  an  extraordinaiy  agility ;  they  are  also  bet- 
ter built  and  more  agile  than  the  Sakis. 

[Here  follows  (pp.  29G-299)  a  description  of  the  various 
dances  witnessed  by  Charlevoix  in  this  visit  to  Green  Bny ;  chief 
among  these  are  the  calumet  dance,  the  scout  dance,  and  the  buf- 
falo dance.    See  p.  3G8,  note,  ante.] 

As  the  Tribes  who  dwell  near  the  Bay  are,  if  we  cxcx?pt  the 
Pouteouatamis,  much  more  uncouth  than  the  others,  they  are 
also  much  more  inclined  to  all  sorts  of  su]x^rstitions.  The  Sun 
and  the  Thunder  are  their  principal  Divinities;  and  they  seen\ 
to  believe  more  thoroiighly  than  do  those  Tribes  with  whom  we 
hold  more  intercourse  that  every  kind  of  Animal  has  a  Spirit, 
which  watches  over  its  preservation.  A  Frenchman  having  one 
day  thrown  away  a  Mouse  which  he  had  just  caught,  a  little 
Girl  picked  it  up  to  eat  it;  the  Father  of  the  Child,  who  i^aw 
this,  snatched  it  from  her,  and  Wgnn  to  lavish  onressos  on  the 
Animal,  which  was  dead.  Tlie  Frenchiuan  aski^l  the  nvison  for 
this  conduct.  ^'I  do  so,"  he  replied,  ''to  appease  the  Spirit  -.^f 
the  Mice,  so  that  he  will  not  torment  my  l^anghtor  when  she 
shall  have  eaten  it.''  After  that,  he  restored  the  Animal  to 
the  ('hild,  who  ate  it. 

Thoy  have  especial  veneration  for  the  Pear;  as  so<in  as  they 
slay  one  of  these  animals,  they  make  a  Feast,  accompanied  by 
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very  singular  ceremonies.  The  Beards  head,  painted  with  all 
sorts  of  colors,  is  placed  during  the  repast  upon  a  raised  place, 
and  there  receives  the  homage  of  all  the  Guests,  who  celebrate 
in  song  the  praises  of  the  Animal,  meanwhile  cutting  its  body 
into  pieces  and  regaling  themselves  thereon.  ISTot  only  do  these 
Savages  have,  like  all  the  others,  the  Custom  of  preparing  them- 
selves for  their  grand  Hunts  by  fasting,  which  the  Outagamis 
extend  even  to  ten  consecutive  days;  but  besides,  while  the 
Hunters  are  in  the  field,  tlie  Boys  are  often  compelled  to  fast; 
the  dreams  which  they  have  during  this  abstinence  are  noted, 
and  good  or  evil  auguries  for  the  success  of  the  Hunt  are  drawn 
from  them.  The  object  of  these  fasts  is  to  appease  the  tutelary 
Spirits  of  the  Animals  whom  they  are  to  hunt;  and  it  is  claimed 
tliat  they  make  known,  through  dreams,  wliether  they  opjH>so 
or  are  favorable  to  the  Hunters. 

The  Tribe  which,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  has  been  more 
talked  about  than  any  other  in  these  Western  Lands  is  that  of 
tlie  Outagamis.  Tlie  natural  ferocity  of  these  Savages,  in- 
creased by  the  bad  treatment  often  inflicted  on  them  (some- 
times very  unreasonably),  and  their  alliance  with  the  Iroquois, 
who  are  always  disposed  to  excite  fresh  enemies  against  us,  liave 
rendered  them  formidable.  Moreover,  they  have  since  become 
closely  imited  with  the  Sioux,  a  populous  Tribe,  which  has  also 
become  gradually  inured  to  war;  and  that  union  now  renders 
the  navigation  of  all  the  upper  Micissipi  almost  impracticable 
for  us.  There  is  not  entire  safety  even  in  voyaging  upon  tlie 
Illinois  River,  unless  one  is  sufficiently  equipped  not  to  fear  a 
surprise ;  this  inflicts  gi'eat  damage  upon  the  mutual  Commerce 
between  the  two  Colonies. 

I  met  at  la  Baye  some  Sioux,  whom  I  closely  questioned  about 
the  Regions  which  are  West  and  North- West  of  C«inada;  and, 
althougli  I  know  that  one  cannot  always  accept  to  the  letter  all 
that  the  Savages  say,  T  have  every  reason  to  Indieve,  in  compar- 
ing what  they  have  related  to  mo  with  what  I  have  heard  from 
several  other  sources,  that  there  are  on  this  Continc^it  Spanish 
or  other  European  Colonies — far  more  to  the  North  than  those 
of  which  we  have  knowledge  in  New  ^fexico  or  California  ;  and 
that  by  ascending  th'*  Missouri,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  tA)  navi- 
28 
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gate,  there  may  be  found  a  great  River  whicli  Hows  to  the  West, 
and  discharges  its  waters  into  the  Soutli  Sea.  Independently 
of  even  that  discovery  (Avhich  I  believe  to  Ixi  easier  by  that 
route  than  by  the  North)/  I  cannot  doubt,  in  view  of  the  state- 
ments which  I  have  obtained  from  many  quarters,  and  which 
agree  very  well,  that  in  the  effort  to  ])enetrate  as  far.  as  the 
source  of  the  Missouri  will  be  found  goods  wherewith  to  com- 
pensate the  expenses  and  hardships  which  such  an  Enter]:)rise 
demands. 


1722:  SPEECHES  OF  THE  FOXES  AT  A  COUNCIL  HELD  AT 
THE  HOUSE  OF  MONSIEUR  DE  MONTIGNY,  IN  THE  PRES- 
ENCE OF  THE  MISSIONARY,  SEPT.  6,  1722. 

[Translated  from  a  document  in  archives  of  Province  of  Quebec, 
copied  from  Paris  archives.] 

Ouashala  speaks:  ''I  enter  your  house,  my  father,  in  great 
alarm,  suspecting  that  the  war  I  am  making  against  the  Ili- 
nois  has  greatly  displeased  you,  since  you  wore  entirely  op- 
posed to  it.  But,  my  father,  I  was  so  angry  with  them  for 
their  cruelty  in  burning  my  nephew  Minchilay, — whose  alli- 
ance to  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Sakis  has  led  that  tribe 
to  side  with  us, — tliat  I  could  think  of  nothing  except 
going  to  avenge  this  ]\Iinchilay.  I  had  resolved,  on  setting 
out,  to  destroy  their  village  completely  and  to  sj^are  no  lives 
whatever.  I  i)ressed  them  very  hard,  and  it  dcjXMided  only 
upon  myself  to  carry  out  my  ])r()ject  fully;  f(U-,  finding  tliem- 
selves  on  the  vcrrge  of  destruction,  reduced  by  huupM\  and  de- 
prived of  all  means  of  getting  water,  so  that  they  were  begin- 
ning to  die  of  thirst,  they  a.^ked  for  a  parley.  ]  ass(  iid)led 
all  my  people  to  try  to  persujide  them  to  listen  ;  1  b:id  gn^at 
difficulty  in  obtaining  (his  from  them,  but  1  limilly  ]>rev;iiUMi. 
Several  Ilinois  cliiid's,   after  being  told  that    tb(y  eonld  e.>nu\ 


J  A  rcforonce  to  llie  Uwu  fi(  (]n(  n(  nttniipls  to  vvwch  tlio  Paciflr  Oroan 
t)y  Hndson  liay  ..nd  a  siippoyrd  "Norl hwr.st  Pa^^sngo.  ' — Kn. 
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brought  with  them  tliree  slaves  through  whom  they  asked  for 
their  lives,  and  requested  us  to  withdraw,  as  they  were  reduced 
to  the  last  extremity.  All  our  youug  men  had  great  difficulty 
in  consenting  to  this,  as  they  had  no  other  desire  than  to 
profit  by  their  advantage.  I  represented  to  them  at  once 
that  their  father  Onontio  was  a  good  model,  and  that  they 
ought  to  imitate  him  in  following  the  example  he  had  set  us, 
when,  in  a  similar  case,  our  lives  Avere  spared  by  Monsieur  de 
Louvigny — although  it  would  have  been  easy  for  us  to  esca^^e 
by  making  a  sortie  at  night,  as  we  had  resolved  to  do  on  the 
morrow  of  the  Day  on  which  our  lives  were  granted,  a  thing 
which  the  Ilinois  could  not  do.  iSTavangounik,  my  brother, 
who  was  Avith  us  and  who  is  now  present  before  you,  said  to 
me:  ^Ouashalas,  my  brother,  you  think  rightly,  and  you 
should  grant  their  lives.  This  action  will  be  agreeable  to 
your  father  Onontio,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  w\ay  in  which 
you  can  better  show  him  your  gratitude.'  Accordingly, 
their  lives  were  spared;  and,  after  granting  them  this  favor, 
we  withdrew  at  once. 

^^1  beg  you,  my  father,  to  inform  our  father  Onontio  of 
this,  lie  will  think,  perhaps,  that  I  do  not  desei*ve  tln»t  he 
should  deliver  me  up  to  all  the  nations  to  devour.  I  have 
absolutely  no  fear  of  them,  for  I  fear  him  alone.  I  beg  you 
also,  my  Father,  to  tell  him  that  I  had  taken  the  Great<?st  pre- 
cautions to  protect  the  French  whom  we  might  have  met  on 
our  way,  and  to  ])revent  their  suffering  any  insults  I  would 
rather  have  died  than  have  this  occur,  and  I  would  not  have 
quitted  them  before  they  wei'e  out  of  all  danger.  I  had  evon 
taken  the  same  precautions  in  regard  to  the*  Pouteuat^iniis,  in 
case  we  had  met  any  of  theni.  I  had  rocomnionded  that  they 
be  brought  to  the  camp  without  being  Ixunid,  l>ooause  it  suf- 
ficed that  they  were  the  friends  of  Onontio.  ^Iorc\>viM*,  you 
arc  well  aware,  my  Father,  that  they  are  o\ir  most  cnud  vu- 
cmies  and  that  they  have  gone  to  ^lontreal  to  ask  that  we  l>e 
destroyed.  Tliey  owe  their  lives  to  Onontio,  as  well  as  to 
you,  my  Father,  for  otherwise  thi^y  would  thoniselves  have 
b(^en  dev()ur(Ml  by  this  time. 

must  tell  yv>u,  my  l^'ather,  that  T  liave  n<^t  c<uno  here  on 
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my  own  authority,  since  the  principal  men  of  the  village  tell 
you,  as  well  as  myself,  that  the  wars  are  all  ended  today ;  and 
promise  you,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  nation,  that  we  will 
not  go  to  war  with  any  nation,  unless  we  are  first  attacked. 
It  is  our  intention  not  to  thwart  the  good  understanding 
which  you  are  laboring  every  Day  to  bring  id^out,  so  aS  to  en- 
sure the  repose  and  tranquillity  of  all  the  children  of  Onontio. 
We  confess  that  we  must  all  be  Great  dogs,  and  even  worse 
than  devils,  if  we  do  not  listen  to  you  as  we  ought,  since  you 
ask  nothing  but  what  is  Just.  But,  my  Father,  have  pity 
on  us.  You  know  well  that  chiefs  like  us,  although  they  may 
be  well-disposed,  are  scarcely  listened  to.  The  greater  part 
of  our  Young  men  are  absolutely  worthless.  I  do  not  dare, 
my  Father,  to  ask  you  for  the  slightest  succor ;  I  fear  you  too 
much ;  but  as  you  send  a  canoe  early  in  spring,  we  pray  our 
father  Onontio  to  make  known  to  us  his  final  intentions." 

Elecavas,  the  Young  brother  of  the  first  chief  speaks: 
"My  Father,  my  brother  Elecavas,  who,  being  very  sick,  has 
been  unable  to  come  to  speak  to  you  himself,  sends  nu^  in  his 
place  to  tell  you  to  say  to  our  father  Onontio  that  it  is  now  two 
years  since  he  abandoned  us,  continuing  always  to  cherish  the 
purpose  of  destroying  us;  and  that  we  shall  await  impa- 
tiently the  return  of  your  canoe  to  learn  if  he  still  persists  in 
this  purpose.  For,  if  that  is  the  case,  we  shall  die  with  him; 
if  he  wishes  absolutely  to  kill  us  he  will  find  us  in  our  fort, 
which  we  positively  will  not  leave,  as  we  have  no  ])hice  of  re- 
treat. If  we  had  wished  to  get  merchandise  costing  us  nothing, 
we  could  easily  have  found  the  means  of  doing  so  secretly,  bnt 
we  wait  to  be  absolutely  obliged  to  do  so.  Then  we  can  sny 
that  our  Father  has  forced  us  to  wait.  This,  my  FatluT,  is 
what  I  am  ctbarged  to  say." 

iJeply  of  ^ionsieur  de  ^lontigny  to  Onaslialns:  "I  b:ivi-« 
listened  attentively,  Onashnhis,  to  yonr  words,  winch  ;n\' 
those  of  your  whole  village,  Anvv  von  speak  for  iIkmu  as  well 
as  for  yourself.  You  will  allow  nu^  to  say  (hat  the  war  wliit'li 
you,  with  all  those  who  have  accompanied  you,  have  just 
waged  against  the  Ilinois  is  very  unjust>,  having  uo  otluu-  pnv 
text  (ban  to  avenge  the  death  of   ^lincliilay  -   who  brought 
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about  his  own  death  very  foolishly,  having  attacked  people 
vdth  whom  he  was  not  at  war.  Those  w^ho  engaged  him  in 
this  war  were  more  to  blame  than  the  Ilinois ;  if  the  latter  had 
killed  him  on  the  spot,  or  held  him  as  a  prisoner,  they  would 
have  had  the  right  wholly  on  their  side;  but  in  burning  him 
as  cruelly  as  they  did  they  were  wrong,  because  they  showed 
by  this  unworthy  action  that  they  wislied  for  no  reconcilia- 
tion Avith  his  nation. 

^^I  do  not  at  all  doubt  tliat,  when  you  set  out  to  make  this 
war^  you  really  wished  to  kill  them  all,  and  to  gi-ant  quarter 
to  no  one,  in  order  to  avenge  this  Minchilay,  whom  you  call 
your  nephew.  I  approve  your  conduct,  Ouashalas,  in  that, 
after  having  reduced  your  enemies  to  such  extremity  that 
they  were  obliged  to  pray  you  to  spare  their  lives,  you  did  so 
without  making  any  difficulties,  remembering  that  your  life 
had  in  similar  circumstances  been  spared  by  Monsieur  de 
Louvigny.  This  action  you  request  me  to  make  known  to 
your  father  Onontio.  I  shall  not  fail  to  do  so,  and  shall  also 
inform  him  of  the  precautions  which  you  liad  taken  so  tliat 
no  hami  might  come  to  the  French,  in  case  you  should  have 
met  any,  nor  to  any  of  all  our  allies,  whom  you  wished  merely 
to  be  brought  Ixjfore  you  unbound,  so  as  to  prove  to  them  hy 
this  consideration  that  you  did  not  wish  to  insult  them.  I 
hope  that  you  may  continue  to  act  with  the  same  prudence  as 
in  this  affair. 

^^You  assure  me  in  the  name  of  your  whole  nation  that 
wars  in  general  are  ended,  and  that  you  will  not  go  to  attack 
any  nation,  unless  you  are  lirst  attacked ;  that  you  will  not 
trouble  the  good  understanding  which  I  am  lalwring  to  bring 
about  between  the  children  of  Onontio ;  and  that  you  will  no 
longer  molest  the  French  when  you  meet  them.  You  g\iar- 
ante<3  absolutely  that  this  shall  not  occur,  and  you  promise, 
moreovc^r,  in  future  to  follow  all  my  couns(>ls;  and  you  ailtl 
that  since  your  sentiments  are  such,  jind  since  y«uir  fatlu  r 
can  ask  nothing  further  of  you,  you  hope  to  obtain  from  me 
the  same  sucx!or  as  all  the  other  children  of  Onontio  nvoive. 
As  to  tliis,  I  will  say  to  you  that  it  is  to  be  desired  for  your 
nation  that  you  b«^  faithful   in  all  vour   proiuis<^s,   since  von 
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will  by  this  means  obtain  from  us  in  future  the  pity  that  you 
desire." 

Iteply  of  Monsieur  de  Montigny  to  the  Kenards ;  ''I  shall 
not  fail  to  inform  Your  F athcr  Onoutio  of  all  that  you  have 
said  in  the  name  of  your  brother  Elecavas ;  and,  in  waiting  to 
receive  news  from  him,  I  answer  you  that  whenever  lie.  wishes 
it  you  shall  indeed  die,  and  perish  without  resource.  Your 
father  may  be  a  little  ill,  but  only  slightly ;  and  he  will  soon  be 
better,  as  he  has  remedies  in  abundance,  and,  if  in  need  of 
more,  he  has  ships  in  which  to  get  them.  Tell  your  brother 
that  if  his  whole  village  comports  itself  as  well  as  Ouashalas 
has  said  just  now,  your  father  will  perhaps  have  other  sen- 
timents toward  you.  Ik^warc  of  seeking  to  deceive  him ;  you 
would  deceive  yourselves.  This  is  all  that  I  have  to  tell  you; 
it  is  for  you  to  profit  by  it." 


1723:    DETROIT   INDIANS    THREATEN    THE   FOXES;  ILLICIT 
SALE  OF  BRANDY  AT  THAT  POST. 

[Part  of  a  letter  to  Claude  de  Ramezay;  dated  Jan.  10,  1723.  Trans- 
lated from  a  document  in  Quebec  Provincial  archives,  copied  from  a 
MS.  in  Paris  archives.] 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
writing  to  nu^  on  the  28th  of  last  August. 

Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  has  notified  me  of  his 
intentions  in  regard  to  {\\v  j)r()ject  formed  by  the  vSjivages  of 
this  ])lace  of  making  war  on  tlie  icMiards  wIkmi  tbey  return 
from  their  winter  (juarters.  I  shall  lia\r  no  dilhewlly  in  per- 
suading our  Savages  to  abandon  tlu-  idea  ot"  going  in  a  lK)dy 
among  the  Renards;  for  I  iiave  been  inl'oniu'd  that  the  latter, 
after  ))esiegiMg  the  Illinois  at  be  Uoelier,  bavi'  gone  away  to- 
ward the  scioux,  so  that  it  would  not  Ih*  ]>(>ssil)le  to  gi>  against 
them  at  such  a  distance  with  a  body  of  warriors.  This  hm* 
son  will  b(^  more  than  sutHcient  to  di>-ipale  tluMr  prv>jivts  — 
especially  as  'hey  are  preparing  to  attack  the  trtes  platc8, 
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in  order  to  avenge  some  of  their  people  who  were  killed 
by  that  tribe  last  year,  while  on  an  expedition  among  them. 

It  was  the  wife  of  la  eTanvrie,  Monsieur,  who  boasted  that 
you  had  written  to  them  by  pilot^  and  had  told  them  that  you 
promised  to  have  restored  to  them  the  brandy  which  has  been 
seized ;  and  her  husband  has  loudly  asserted,  in  the  presence 
of  my  wife,  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  because  they  were  .pro- 
tected by  a  big  head.  This  is  what  I  learned  from  various 
persons  on  my  arrival.  He  said  many  other  things  dur- 
ing the  trip  up  here,  which  I  shall  find  opport\ine  place  for  re- 
porting to  you.  They  have  been  unable  to  keep  the  secret  that 
their  mother  had  written  them  to  proclaim  that  they  had  sent 
her  the  proces-verhal  of  seizure,  made  by  ^fonsieur  Flvetot,- 
so  tliat  it  might  not  be  suspected  from  what  source  she  had 
seen  it  at  Montreal. 

It  is  true.  Monsieur,  that  you  have  written  me  (after  re- 
port of  the  seizure  of  the  brandy  of  Antaya^  and  Janvrie)  that 
I  ought  not  to  have  permitted  the  sale  of  brandy,  on  account 
of  the  prohibition  of  the  King  against  trading  in  it  with  the 
Savages.  I  had  the  honor  of  replying  to  you  that  I  had  re- 
ported to  Messieurs  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  Begon,  who 
had  not  expressed  any  disapproval.  Hiis  prohilution  applies 
only  to  the  Savages  and  not  to  the  French,  who  mnnber  at  this 
post  more  than  twenty  habitants,  nearly  twenty  men  in 
the  garrison,  and  often  more  than  twenty-five  volunteers  or  en- 
gages, to  whom  we  can  not  refuse  the  privilege  of  drinking 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  do  in  the  cities,  provided  tlie  King's 
orders  be  executed.  What  could  I  do  better  than  to  j)ut  all 
the  brandy  into  one  j)erson's  hands,  so  that  he  alone  might  be 
responsible  for  any  infractions  that  might  occur.  The  precau- 
tions which  I  had  taken  in  this  nnittcM-  for  s(H'uriug  olu'dienco 
to  the  King's  will  sniHciMl  to  secure  me,  in  case  o{  any  cmcr- 

1  For  Pllote  (Pilotte),  the  name  of  a  Fronrh-Canadian  family:  It  ;3 
probably  a  trader  or  voyageur  who  is  mentioned  in  the  text. — Ed. 

'■'So  in  our  copy  of  MS.,  but  probably  an  error  for  Linctot  ( Ren€  God 
froy  de).    See  p.  380,  note,  ante. — Ei>. 

•TA  nickname  in  the  Canadian  family  of  Pelletier.  arising  from  tlie 
marriage  of  the'r  ancestor  with  an  Indian  woman. — En. 
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gencies  arising,  so  I  could  condemn  those  who  supplied  brandy 
to  the  French.  This  you  will  see,  Monsieur,  from  the 
enclosed  pennit  given  to  peletier  Antaya^  and  la  Janvrie;  but 
the  former  did  not  report  the  Truth  to  you,  when  he  told  you 
that  I  had  sold  him  brandy  and  obliged  [him]  to  take  it  back 
when  it  was  brought  to  the  house.  All  the  suppressions 
of  truth  are  onl}^  for  the  purpose  of  securing  themselves  in  the 
matter  of  trading  in  brandy,  which  they  have  undoubtf^dly  done, 
since  their  wives  have  both  confessed  it  to  me,  alleging  rea- 
sons which  I  will  state  in  proper  time  and  place.  I  am  going 
to  inform  you  of  this  alfair,  Monsieur,  in  order  to  give  you 
full  enlightenments 

When  the  official  store  \^bin-eau^  was  rc(^'stablislied  to  pre- 
vent the  Savages  from  resorting  to  the  English,  it  was  Lamal- 
let  who  was  put  in  charge,  receiving  not  only  the  brandy  which 
my  clerk  remitted  to  hor,  but  also  that  of  private  individuals 
and  travellers.  In  this  she  was  guilty  of  several  frauds  v^hich 
did  not  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  of  certain  others  that  she 
could  not  hide  from  me.  This  I  discovered  only  in  the  year 
when  she  went  doA\ii  [to  Montreal],  and  the  amount  was  about 
two  thousand  pots;^  for  if  there  had  been  no  brandy  but  mine, 
it  would  have  sufficed  only  for  the  Frcncli,  at  most.  Thus,  see- 
ing that  the  trading  in  brandy  did  not  keep  tlie  savages  Trom 
resorting  to  the  English,  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  ^Fon- 
sieur  the  Marquis  do  Vaudreuil  in  1720  that,  as  it  did 
not  serve  as  a  preventive,  it  was  exjKMlient  to  alK»lish  the 
official  store.  I  requestx'd  liim  to  speak  to  the  cliiefs  who  came 
dovv'n  and  to  inform  them  that,  if  we  no  longer  sold  thv\u  any 
brandy  in  future,  it  was  to  avoid  the  troubles  that  might  arise 
between  them,  and  to  enable  them  to  Protect  their  wiv(^s  and 
children.    This  ^lonsic.Mir  the  gencnil  <lid,  and  ]\o  \\\'n\v  me 

J  Francjois  Pelletier  (Peltier)  dit  Antaya  (see  preceding  note),  mar- 
ried in  1G89  Madeleine  Thunes.  Nine  years  later,  bis  widow  married 
Pierre  Maillet  (Mallet),  a  Montreal  merchant.  It  is  she  who  is  men- 
tioned in  this  do<'ument  as  La  Mallet. — En. 

2Th€  pot  is  a  measure  containing  two  French  pints,  equivalent  to 
3.29  English  pints.— En. 
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that  it  would  be  only  Just  to  allow  the  sale  of  the  brandy  re- 
maining at  the  store,  before  abolishing  that  traffic. 

The  next  winter,  La  Mallet,  having  formed  the  design  of 
going  down  with  her  family,  begged  me  urgently  to  allow  her 
to  give  the  brandy  which  remained  to  her  children,  desiring, 
as  she  said,  to  give  them  a  start.  I  opposed  this  fonnally,  do- 
ing my  best  to  induce  her  to  remain — going  So  far  as  to  "tell 
her,  as  well  as  her  husband,  that  whoever  leaves  his  Country 
loses  it.  But  as  they  had  quite  decided  to  abandon  the  busi- 
ness, she  begged  me  so  many  times  that  I  granted  her  i\?quest. 
As  she  had  owed  me  some  money  since  the  preceding  year,  she 
paid  me  in  the  spring,  tlirough  this  transfer  of  brandy  to  her 
children,  and  redeemed  her  note.  Tlierefore  it  is  not  I  Avho 
have  sold  the  brandy  to  Antaya,  as  he  has  the  effrontery  to  tell 
you.  Monsieur;  but  it  is  rather  his  mother,  whose  debt  he  has 
paid.  Nevertheless,  this  imposter,  as  well  as  she,  has  had  tbe 
audacity  to  deceive  you.  Moreover,  this  brandy  was  not 
mine;  it  belonged  to  some  private  individuals,  as  is  shown  by 
the  Enclosed  certificate  of  Monsieur  de  I'lvetot  who  made  the 
seizure. 

Pelotte  and  la  Janvrie  had  already  been  in  possession  of 
the  official  store  for  some  time,  when  the  order  for  suppress- 
ing the  sale  of  brandy  arrived.  To  make  this  abolition 
known  to  the  Savages,  it  was  prudent  to  take  the  brandy  away 
Until  the  orders  of  the  King  were  communicated  in  a  coun- 
cil held  for  that  purpose.  It  is  true  that  some  difficulties  wore 
raised  as  to  taking  it  back;  for  they  claimed  that,  now  tliat  it 
could  no  longer  be  sold  to  the  Savages,  it  would  remain  a  long 
time  on  their  liands.  I  took  tliis  under  consideration  and 
made  a  reduction  of  an  ecu  a  pot  on  wliat  romnined,  with  which 
they  were  very  well  satisfied.  This  agi'ocinont  made  with  tliom 
ought  to  have  restrained  tliem,  and  hindered  thorn  frotn  selling 
brandy  to  the  Savages  —  as  they  have  done,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  it  more  quickly. 

Antaya  has  had  no  reason  for  going  to  Law  in  this  matt(^r, 
nor  has  the  merchant  who  suj)])lied  liim  any  re^Kson  for  blam- 
ing me,  since  I  have  sold  nothing  to  him  —  he  has  merely  paid 
for  his  mother  what  she  owed  me;  and  if  1  Ijave  reduced  the 
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price  an  ecu  a  pot,  it  is  to  her  that  I  have  allowed  this  rehate, 
deducting'  it  from  what  she  owed  nie.  Besides,  the  seizure 
made  by  Monsieur  de  Flvetot  amounts  only  to  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pots.  What  have  they  done  with  the  prod- 
uct of  more  than  three  hundred  pots  of  brandy,  of  which  very 
little  has  heen  sold  to  the  Ereneh,  and  which  brought,  them 
7000  livres?  Are  they  not  more  than  reimbursed  for  the  sale 
made  to  them  by  their  mother?  Is  it  not  true  that  their  false 
statement  has  no  other  foundation  than  their  belief  that  they 
could  impose  upon  you  and  find  protection  in  you,  ]\ronsieur? 
For  Janvrie  in  comiuG^  up  kept  reiterating  that  you  had  as- 
sured tliemi  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  sell  brandy,  and 
had  promised  that  you  would  ''plunge  into  it  Up  to  the  neck" 
in  order  to  accomplish  this.  Ife  also  said  that  on  leav- 
ing lachine  you  had  had  him  go  to  ^^farsac,^  and  had  said  to 
them:  "Go,  my  friends,  and  be  assured  that  I  will  })rotect 
you  in  all  your  enterprises;"  and  that  you  had  told  Antaya 
that,  if  he  could  come  up  again  in  two  Weeks,  he  had  only 
to  go  down  to  Quebec,  and  you  would  furnish  him  the  means. 
It  is  foustier  who  was  a  witness  to  all  these  conversations, 
and  wlio  reported  them  to  me.  ^lonsieur  de  Tlvetot,  whom  T 
have  questioned,  has  told  me  that  he  did  not  hear  these  things 
from  foustier,  but  from  the  voyageurs,  to  whom  he  had  re|H\Ued 
them. 

Tlie  wife  of  la  Janvrie,  who  had  confessed  to  me  that  her 
brothc^r  had  sold  brandy  to  th(^  Savnges  (as  1  bave  previtmsly 
stated),  in  telling  me  the  reason  which  luul  led  him  to  (K>  so 
(wbich  she  has  made  ])nl)lic,  altliough  T  am  persuadiMl  it  is 
ti  falser  one),  bas  told  me,  since  tbe  rclnrn  of  \\vv  busband, 
tbat  when  Antaya,  witli  tears  in  his  eyes,  told  you  of  his  in- 
tention not  to  go  up  again,  yon  conhl  no}  b(>lp  sliediUng  tears, 
and  promised  him  that  you  wonhl  send  bini  back,  and  t'»l.l 
him  that  you  were  V(>ry  mncli  snrpi-ised  lb;il  I,  lu  ing.  like  iiiin- 
self,  almost  at  death's  door,  slu)nld  s(H'k  to  cause  so  mneli  tn)u- 

lA  reference  to  Jacob  do  Marsac.  who  had  bocn  an  omror  in  tlio 
French  troops,  but  came  with  Cadillac  to  Detroit  (1701)  ;  he  died  there 
in  1747.— Ed. 
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ble  to  all  the  habitants  of  this  place.  If  they  had  so  much 
reason  for  complaining  of  me,  why  did  they  not  do  so  when 
I  went  down  to  Montreal,  where  they  were  in  the  majoriry ; 
and  as  I  have  been  away  from  here  since  that  time,  wdiat  can 
they  allege  ?  The  lies  with  which  they  have  filled  their  peti- 
tion against  me,  which  they  presented  to  ^^fessieurs  the  ]Mar- 
quis  de  Vandreuil  and  l^egon,  ought  to  stamp  them  as  arrant 
imposters.  However,  it  is  my  misfortune,  ^fonsieur,  that 
you  condemn  me  unheard,  and  I  have  to  hear  these  calumnia- 
tors assert  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  because  they  are  un- 
der your  protection.  If  I  am  at  fault  in  regard  to  them,  I 
should  be  punished  after  you  have  heard  my  defense ;  but 
suffer  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  representing  to  you,  ^[onsieur, 
that  I  have  JSTever  done  anything  that  should  lead  you  to  de- 
clare yourself  against  me  in  this  manner;  I  have  Xever  neg- 
lected to  give  you  proofs  of  my  attachment.^ 


1723:    JESUIT  MISSIONARIES  NEEDED  AMONG  THE  SIOUX. 

[Synopsis  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Jesuit  Louis  d'Avaugour;  dated 
Apr.  15,  1723.    Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  document.] 

It  has  been  arranged  by  his  Koyal  Highness  that  two  mis- 
sionaries should  be  established  among  the  Sioux  and,  in  con- 
formity therewith,  a  letter  has  been  v;ritten  to  the  Iveverond 
Father  Davaugour. 

lie  requests  that  the  State  allow  for  each  missionary  a  sum 
of  GOO  livres  annually,  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  this 
year. 

These  missionaries  will  go  to  La  Kochelle  in  May,  and  their 
payment  for  t\w  months  of  danuary,  February,  Afarch,  ami 
April  will  serve  to  furnish  a  chapel  iov  \\\vu\,  and  to  j^ay  ]>art. 
of  the  expense  of  their  voyag(\ 

iThis  letter  was  probably  written  by  Alphonse  de  Tonty  (see  p.  201. 
note,  ante).  After  regaining  hts  superiors'  favor,  he  was  command 
ant  at  Detroit  from  1720  until  his  death.  Nov.  10,  1727.— Ei>. 
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He  requests,  also,  that  a  canoe  be  granted  independently  of 
the  one  granted  annually  for  the  other  missions,  to  carry  Avhat- 
ever  is  necessary  for  this  mission ;  and,  in  case  others  are  estab- 
lished in  the  direction  of  lake  Superior,  the  same  canoe  will 
serve  for  them. 

Father  Davaugour  represents  that,  in  order  to  make  an  estab- 
lishment of  this  sort,  there  must  be  a  commandant  who  knows 
the  Savages,  and  who  at  the  same  time  can  persuade  them  to 
receive  the  missionaries.  He  believes  tliat  there  is  no  officer 
better  adapted  for  this  than  Sieur  Pachot,  and  none  more  able 
to  ensure  the  success  of  such  an  establishment.  He  might  be 
designated  to  serve  there  during  three  or  four  years. 


1723:    HOSTILITIES  BETWEEN   FOXES  AND  OTHER  TRIBES; 
POLICY  OF  FRENCH  TOWARD  THEM. 

[Letter  of  Vaudreuil  to  French  Minister;  dated  Oct.  2,  1723.  Orig- 
inal MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies.  Paris;  press-mark, 
"Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  45,  c.  11,  fol.  13G."] 

MoN SEIGNEUR,  I  liavc  rcccived  the  letter  which  you  did  me 
The  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  ^lay  22nd  hist,  and  have  soon 
witli  great  pleasure  that  you  approved  what  1  did  in  regard  to 
tlie  demands  of  the  nations  at  Detroit  for  The  execution  of  the 
project  of  Avar  wliicli  they  had  proposed  to  make  against  Tlie 
Kenards. 

Those  Nations,  sinc(5  tlie  Keply  whicli  I  made  last  year 
granting  them  the  40  FrcMichmen  and  2  olHcers  who  w«mv  to 
servo  them  as  a  Xindeus  for  the  war,  have  given  no  funlior 
thought  to  the  execution  of  Tliis  i)roj(H-(  :  Hut,  on  ilir  Con- 
trary, they  assnrcd  (lie  lu'iiiiids  last  .Inly  (liat  tlicy  were  think- 
ing only  of  remaining  at  ])eace  nj^on  their  mats,  anil  that  they 
had  fio  part  in  the  Attack  which  a  party  of  Savages  from  saghi- 
nan  had  made  ii})on  th(»  Kenards.  They  took  this  prmuition 
for  Fear  that  the  U(Mnirds  might  lm])Uto  to  them  tliis  lilow. 
and  might  come  suddenly  u])on  them  at  Detroit  to  aV(Mig\^  tl»e 
loss  they  had  just  snl^M-ed.     Tints,  Alonseigiieur,  I  »lo  n»>t  siM3 
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that  we  can  Count  assuredly  upon  all  the  Nations  of  Canada 
to  ohlige  Tliat  of  tlie  Renards  to  live  in  peace. 

That  nation  has  not  made  any  Attack  on  The  French  since 
'The  i>eace  concluded  with  ^lonsieur  de  Louvigny  in  1716; 
and  it  engaged  in  the  war  of  the  Quiquapous  and  Mascoutins 
•against  the  Ilinois  only  after  liaving  been  attacked  by  the  lat- 
ter, who  in  various  encounters  had  killed  or  taken  prisoners 
many  Eenard  savages  from  1718  Up  to  1719 — while  that 
nation  was  laboring  to  Persuade  the  Kicapous  and  Mascoutins 
to  cease  making  Attacks  Upon  the  Illinois;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  on  eight  different  occasions  the  Renards  had 
Sent  back  t-o  them  several  Slaves  of  their  nation,  whom  the 
'Quiquapous  had  presented  to  them,  and  they  had  charged  These 
Slaves  to  tell  the  Ilinois  chiefs  that,  if  they  desired  to  make 
■peace,  they  had  only  to  (^ome  to  the  village  of  the  Renards, 
wdiere  they  could  negotiate  it  in  all  safety.  If  these  advances 
on  the  part  of  the  Renards  had  been  favorably  received,  and 
if  ^fonsieur  De  Boisbriant^  who  must  have  been  Informed  by 
Sieur  De  Liette,  had  urged  the  Ilinois  to  respond  by  some 
(Concession  on  their  side,  I  am  convinced  that  the  War  between 
'Those  iS^ations  would  long  since  have  been  ended. 

The  Renards  last  year  besieged  The  Ilinois  of  Le  Rocher. 
"They  reduced  them  to  such  extremities  that  they  w^ere  Obliged 
to  Sue  for  their  lives,  which  the  Renards  granted;  and,  r?is- 
ing  the  siege,  retired  to  their  village.  As  soon  as  they  had 
-returned,  they  sent  Deputies  to  Sieur  de  Montigny,  Command- 
ant at  the  post  of  la  Baye,  to  excuse  themselves  for  having 
engaged  in  That  enterprise  against  his  wishes ;  and  to  assure 
'him  at  the  same  time,  in  the  name  of  all  the  chiefs,  that  the 
War  w^as  entirely  at  an  end,  and  that  they  no  longer  wanted 
■to  go  to  w^ar  with  any  nation  unless  they  were  first  attacked. 
I  thought,  ^Monseigneur,  that  you  would  not  be  averse  to  seeing 
their  si>eeches  On  this  occasion  which  I  therefore  enclose. 

1  Pierre  Dugue,  sieur  de  Boisbriant,  was  born  in  1675,  and  died  in 
1740.  His  name  is  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  Canada  and  Illi- 
pois,  and  he  was  commandant  in  the  latter  region  during  1718-24.  In 
1720,  he  built  Fort  Chartres,  at  a  spot  about  sixteen  miles  northwest 
^of  Kaskaskia,  and  a  mile  from  the  Mississippi.— Ed. 
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Those  savagcSj  after  their  deehiratioii  tliat  they  did  not  wish 
to  engage  in  any  further  Avarfare,  Avere  attacked  by  the  santeurs 
four  times  Before  tlie  12tli  of  last  July;  and,  having  on  each 
occasion  addressed  themselves  to  Sieur  l)e  ^[ontigny  to  inform 
him  that  they  Avere  going  to  avenge  these  attacks,  the  Influence 
of  This  officer  sufficed  to  deter  them,  and  to  induce  theni  to 
sacrifice,  out  of  consideration  for  me,  the  Resentment  they 
clierished  on  account  of  These  Attacks.  ]^ut,  after  Tliat  made 
by  The  saghinan  party,  on  July  15th  last,  resulting  in  the  kill- 
ing of  22  savages,  men,  Avomen  and  Children  —  Avho  were  fish- 
ing on  the  Sliore  of  a  l^ake  between  the  village  of  the  Itenards 
and  the  post  of  La  Baye,  among  Whom  Avere  Five  sakis  and 
2  puants — it  Avas  Impossible  for  Ouachalas  to  restrain  his 
Warriors.  Four  detachments  Avent  Against  the  sauteurs,  and 
one,  consisting  of  100  men,  Avent  in  the  Direction  of  St.  Joseph's 
Biver.  Ouachalas  informed  Sieur  de  ^fontigTiy  of  this  and 
reported  that  he  Avas  accompanying  the  last-named  band,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  savages  of  Tliat  Biver  fi-om  being  cap- 
tured and  the  French  from  being  Insulted. 

I  hope,  ^lonseigneur,  that  the  details  I  have  the  honor  of 
comnumicating  to  you  Avill  not  dis})l(nise  you  —  and,  As  tliese 
facts  are  absolutely  (^ertain,  they  may  Serve  to  show  that  the 
Renards  Avere  less  in  the  Avrong  than  tlie  Ilinois  for  the  Avar 
they  have  had  together;  that  the  liemirds  are  far  from  Inung 
as  intractable  as  they  have  been  represented  ;  and  That  it  is 
not  Impossible  to  make  them  listen  to  reason,  Avhen  one  kntnvs 
hoAV  to  deal  Avith  them  BropcM-ly.  besides,  it  is  not  Sur])ris- 
ing  that,  after  having  been  attacked  four  successive  times  Avith- 
out  making  any  re])risals,  they  Should  have  been  aroused  iho 
Fifth  time  they  wow.  attacked.  It  is  of  tlie  utmost  Impor- 
tance to  ])revent  The  first  movements  of  That  nation  from 
going  too  far,  and  to  guai'iintee  tli(^  u])p(>r  country  fi'oni  a  War 
Avhi(;h  Avould  result  in  a  genenil  ( \>n1bigration. 

In  order  to  s\icc(hm1  in  this  I  will  send  MonsitMir  Lou- 
vigny  early  next  Spring  to  la  Bay(\  lie  has  a  great  re])uta- 
tion  and  much  Inllnenc(>  among  all  the  Nations  of  tlu^  up|XT 
country,  and  no  ouv  is  belter  informed  than  In^  r(\i:arding  all 
n(X'essary  d(^tails  in  ordtM-  to  treat  with  iheni.     Moreover,  his 
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sparing  The  lives  of  the  Itenards,  after  "besieging  and  red\icing 
them  to  extremities  in  1710,  gives  Him  still  greater  influence 
with  Tliat  nation.  All  These  advantages  persuade  me  that 
when  he  speaks  to  all  Those  Nations  they  will  refuse  him 
Nothing,  and  that  the  libnards  will  be  the  first  to  Submit.  Ac- 
cordingly, I  (Jount  on  his  being  able  to  Persuade  tliem.to  be 
]-^econciled  and  to  Live  in  i:)eace. 

As  Regards  the  orders,  ^lonseigiieur,  which  you  give  me  to 
come  to  an.  agreement  with  Monsieur  Dc  Boisbriant,  Connnand- 
ant  among  the  IlinoiSj  regarding  the  measures  which  it  Avill 
be  Proper  to  take  against  the  Kenards  in  tlie  affair  of  the  Ili- 
nois,  I  will  Communicate  them  to  the  Commandant,  in  order 
to  le'arn  from  him  how  1  can  aid  him,  and  what  measures  he 
can  take  on  his  Part.  I  shall  not  fail,  Monseigneur,  to  give 
orders  not  only  to  the  Commandant  at  Detroit,  and  also  to  the 
One  Stationed  among  the  Miamis  and  ouyatanons,  who  is  much 
nearer  the  Ouabache  Piver,  to  watch  tlie  Conduct  of  the  English 
in  order  to  prevent  them  from  creating  any  Establishments  On 
that  P!iver. 

I  know,  indeed,  of  what  Importance  it  is  to  prevent  That 
people  from  penetrating  among  the  Nations  that  are  attached 
to  our  interests;  and  I  shall  therefore  Continue  to  give,  As  I 
have  given  hitherto,  all  tlie  atteiition  wliicli  sucli  a  matter  re- 
quires. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  Alonseigneur,  Your  very  Inunble  and 
very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil. 

Quebec,  Oct.  2nd,  1723. 


1723:    FOXES  INTRIGUE  WITH  THE  ABENAKIS. 

[Letter  to  Governor  Vaudreuil  from  Father  Aubrey,  Jesuit  Missionary. 
From  Jes.  Relations,  Ivii,  pp.  129-131.] 

At  St.  Fran(;"oi8,  October  3.  1723. 

Monseigneur,  The  chief  of  our  mission,  Nanou(K)houl,  has 
doubtless  recently  explained  to  you  the  message  that  Noskam- 
beoui  has  brought  from  th(^  Kcnnrds;  an<l  how  all  the  Savagos, 
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even  the  young  men,  of  my  mission  have  been  horrified  that  the 
Renards  should  thus  invite  them  to  dechire  themselves  for  that 
tribe  against  the  upper  nations — beeause  that  ^vould  be,  they 
say,  to  declare  themselves  Against  your  children  and  their  broth- 
ers. This  will  not  prevent  me,  however,  from  giving  myself 
the  honor  of  writing  to  you  something  on  this  subject.  /'We 
have/'  they  say,  '' another  war  to  Sustain,  a  just  and  necessary 
one,  against  the  english,  without  consenting  to  enter  upon 
another,  which  is  both  unjust  and  pernicious.  We  did  \ery 
well  to  obey  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil,  our  father,  4  years  ago, 
when  JSTenangounikou  came  to  invite  us  on  the  part  of  those 
TiCnards  to  go  in  great  numbers  to  their  country,  to  eat  the 
beaver's  tail  there'' — that  means  ''to  pursue  our  Hunting  and 
make  our  abode  there."  "Their  fine  message  must  amount  to 
just  this:  we  would  there  be  engaged  in  their  war,  against  all 
I^^ations." 

That,  Monsieur,  is  what  our  young  men,  our  old  men,  and 
I  have  understood.  I  can  only  testify  to  you  anew  my  grati- 
tude that  you  did  actually  stop  them  then,  and  that  you  made 
them  descend  from  Montreal  and  return  to  our  mission ;  for, 
if  they  had  Followed  the  invitations  of  this  Nenangousikou, 
the  mission  would  have  been  greatly  injured,  and  the  greater 
part  of  our  young  men  Would  l)e  now  Like  this  Nenaiigousi- 
kou — both  without  Christianity  and  witliuut  affection  for  the 
french,  in  that  country  of  the  Kenards.  Allow  me,  accordingly, 
now  to  offer  you  anew  my  thanks,  and  to  have  the  honor  of 
assuring  you  that  1  am  with  profound  respect,  Monsieur, 

Your  very  luunble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

J()si-:iMi  AuiJiiY,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus, 

!^^issiona^v. 
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1723:    INTERTRIBAL  AFFAIRS;   LICENSES  FOR  FUR  TRADE; 
THEIR  SUPPRESSION. 

[Letter  from  Governor  Vaudreuil  to  the  Minister;  dated  Oct.  11,  1723. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corres.  gen.,  vol.  45,  c.  11,  fol.  146."] 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  You  did  me  The  honor  of 
writing  May  25  th  last,  regarding  The  Information  you  had 
received  concerning  various  affairs,  in  which  you  state  that  it 
may  be  inferred  that  I  do  not  regard  matters  concerning  the 
government  of  Louisianna  As  having  any  claim  on  my  help  and 
aid;  that  I  do  nothing  to  prevent  The  wars  that  may  arise 
among  the  nations  dependent  on  me;  and  that  I  grant  per- 
mits to  the  coureurs  de  hois.  I  confess,  Monseigneur,  that  it 
is  very  disagreeable  for  me  to  see  that  ever)'tliing  that  is  ^^Titten 
About  me  is  believed,  even  when  the  statements  advanced  are 
Far  from  being  true. 

I  shall  tiy  to  Explain  these  facts  so  that  it  will  appear  that 
the  author  of  the  letter  in  which  they  Avere  reported  was  very 
badly  informed.  I  Begin  therefore  with  the  statement  in 
regard  to  the  nations,  who,  it  is  pret^^ndcd,  desired  to  assem- 
ble, but  were  prevented  l)y  Sieur  de  Linctot,  the  Connnandant 
at  Detroit,  during  the  absence  of  Monsieur  De  Tonty.  I  as- 
sure you  that  they  expressed  no  otlier  wish  than  that  which 
I  reported  in  my  letter  of  Oct.  22nd  of  last  year,  and  which 
induced  them  to  nuikc  no  hostile  movement,  as  I  rejx)rted  in 
the  statiment  which  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  you  on  the 
2nd  of  this  month.  It  is  true  that  in  the  absence  of  Sieur 
Do  tonty,  in  the  month  of  IMay,  last  year,  a  Poutouatami  sav- 
age from  the  St.  Joseph  Kiver  brought  to  Detroit  24  Calumets 
from  Pennetacoton,  a  Saki  Thief,  to  induce  the  4  tuitions 
of  Detroit  to  go  instantly  to  attack  the  Kenards.  Put  Sieur 
I.inctot  having  assembled  Them  to  learn  What  the^'  wished  to 
do  in  regard  to  tliese  Calumets,  they  replied:  '*\Ve  have  al- 
ways told  you,  my  father,  that  we  would  not  nuirch  against 
the  Penards  unless  we  Saw  our  fatluM*  Onontio  at  our  head. 
Wo  still  hold  tliis  same  opinion,  and  we  do  not  trust  to  what 
Pennetacoton  announces  to  us."  Th(\v  addcvl  that  th(\v  wi>uld 
29 
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Send  back  those  (Calumets  tlie  very  iioxt  day;  and,  in  fact, 
tliey  despatched  ?>(')  men,  on  Tlie  2ord  of  tlie  same  month,  to 
Carry  them  back  to  The  St.  Josepli  river. 

The  Renards,  in  their  last  light  Against  the  Ilinois,  had  with 
them  some  scionx,  ^[ascoutins,  Kicapons,  pnants,  and  Sakis ; 
but  there  were  no  Santenrs  or  folles-avoines.  It  is  not  snrpris- 
ing  that  they  shonhl  liave  tlic  ^fascontins  and  Kicapons, 
fc^ince  the  former  Are  at  present  incorporated  with  tliem,  while 
the  Kicapous  have  always  been  their  allies.  As  for  the  Puans 
and  the  sakis,  it  was  easy  to  get  them,  becanse  the  pnans  arc 
Settled  near  them ;  and  the  village  of  the  Sakis  is  only  20 
Leagues  from  That  of  the  renards,  with  whom  they  are  closely 
connected  by  the  marriages  of  the  sakis  with  the  danghters  of 
the  Renards,  and  of  Renards  with  those  of  the  vSakis.  But  it 
is  not  to  be  Believed  that  there  were  any  santeairs  among  them, 
since  those  tribes  are  (.^ontinnally  at  war  with  each  other. 

As  Regards  the  4  Abenakis,  who  They  say  were  there  also, 
and  whom  I  am  accnsed  of  having  sent  in  order  to  get  Slaves 
for  me,  I  have  Learned  that  they  were  there  in  fact,  But  that 
Nanangoussi  had  influenced  the  Renards  to  decide  on  sparing 
the  Lives  of  the  Ilinois.  Those  4  savages  Nexev  went  with 
my  consent  intx>  the  np])er  country,  and  It  is  only  their  own 
roving  spirit  that  carried  them  thither.  Xessegamlu^wuit — ■ 
that  Abenaki  Chief  to  whom  the  late  King  gave  an  (Miauuded 
medal,  when  Sieur  de  iMontigny  i)resented  him  to  II  is 
Majesty  —  having  remained  among  the  Kenards  after  jioat  o 
was  concluded  with  them  in  171(),  did  not  leaver  tlieui  until 
this  year,  when  he  Returned  to  Quebec.  This  savage  di<l  noth- 
ing in  that  country  which  could  be  ])re judicial  to  the  Colouv. 
On  the  contrary,  According  to  the  Report  nuule  to  lue  by  Sieur 
de  ]\lontigny,  The  re})orts  he  has  made  to  that  luition  altout 
What  he  saw  in  France,  (hniug  tlic  liuu*  wliiK*  he  wms  there, 
have  only  Served  to  give  Those  savages  au  exulted  iiK  a  of  tli(^ 
power  of  the  King,  and  have  inspired  theui  witli  Fear. 

Nenangoussik  was  formerly  chief  at  St.  fran(,'ois.  His  Kov- 
ing  spirit  led  him  to  aban(h)u  tluit  missitm,  and  to  n  iuove  to 
Tliat  of  sault  St.  Louis,  where  lie  Expectetl  to  Live  in  gn\it(  r 
lilxTty.    As  1I(  was  very  liestless,  lie  took  it  into  his  lu\id 
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to  make  a  trip  to  the  Renards,  where  he  remained  some  time; 
ho  Returned  to  ^fontreal  in  1719,  hringing  a  message  from 
that  nation  for  the  Ahenakis,  inviting  them  to  go  and  hunt 
in  tlieir  country,  where  they  woukl  not  lack  Game.    He  brought 
this  message  to  St.  francois,  whence  he  returned  to  Montreal 
Avith  40  Yoimg  men,  wlio  wished  to  follow  him.    As  I  saw 
that  These  40  men  were  so  many  warriors  whom  the  Abenaki 
nation  would  lose,  at  a  time  when  they  might  need  them  to 
oppose  the  designs  of  the  English,  and  as  the  Kenards  would 
not  fail  to  employ  them  against  tlie  Ilinois,  I  opposed  their 
departure,  and  so  well  represented  to  them  The  Objections  to 
their  making  That  expedition,  that  I  succeeded  in  persuading 
them  to  return  to  their  village.    As  for  Nenangoussik,  it  was 
i]]ipossible  for  me  to  dissuade  him  from  This  journey,  as  he 
said  in  excuse  that,  being  a  bearer  of  a  message  frora  the 
Renards,  he  was  ol)liged  to  carry  back  an  answer.    As  I  could 
not  stop  him,  he  returned  to  that  nation,  wliere  he  has  remained 
Up  to  the  present  time.    Tie  came  Very  near  being  killed 
Last  Spring  by  the  Sauteurs,  the  enemies  of  the  "Renards,  who 
killed  his  brother.    It  was  he  and  another  chief  of  tlie  Abena- 
kis,  named  Babamouet, — who  was  formerly  one  of  the  most 
influential  and  esteemed  warrioi's  of  tliat  nation, —  wbo  sent 
]sresgand)ewuit  licre  This  year  to  re])ort  the  words  of  the 
Renards  to  the  Abenakis,  inviting  all  the  young  men  of  st.  fran- 
gois  to  go  among  them  to  avenge  The  death  of  the  brotlier  of 
ISTenangoussik.    At  first  I  received  this  Envoy  very  liarslily, 
making  liim  Feel  how  odious  he  was  Tvendered  by  tlie  (Com- 
mission with  which  lie  was  charged  ;  but  he  ex(Mised  himself  by 
saying  that  he  had  Undertaken  Tliis  (\unmission  (uily  be- 
cause it  was  impossilile  to  refuse,  and  that  it  was  Iv^tter  be, 
ratlier  than  some  one  else,  sliouhl  lie  tlie  bearer  of  this  mes- 
sage, since  he  had  no  intention  of  sn])])orting  it,  as  he  had  re- 
solved not  to  return  again  among  the  luMiards,  but  to  n  iire 
among  his  brothers.    1  decided  to  tn^at  him  with  nuu-e  indul- 
gence, and  I  pvoinised  to  cause  the  ridel's  of  st.  fran^^ois  to 
Receive  him  among  them.    In  fact,  those  (ddei's  having  (n>nio 
a  f(nv  days  later  to  oive  me  an  Account  ot  Wliat  This  messagi^ 
Contained,  I  persuaded  them  not  to  inak(»  any  Koply  to  it,  and 
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to  consent  to  Receive  and  keep  ]^esgambewuit  in  their  village, 
since  he  was  willing  to  abandon  his  Lawless  ways,  and  to  IMarry, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Church,  the  woman  whom  he  had 
brought  with  him.  Accordingly,  no  other  Abenakis  remain 
among  the  Renards  except  ISTenangoussik. 

After  What  I  did  in  1719,  as  well  as  in  the  present  year, 
to  prevent  the  Abenakis  from  going  among  the  Renards — for 
which  I  have,  moreover,  been  warmly  Thanked  by  father 
Aubry,  their  missionary,  who  wrote  me  a  letter  (of  which  I 
enclose  a  Copy)  on  The  3rd  of  this  month  —  I  leave  you  to 
judge,  Monseigneur,  whether  it  can  justly  be  said  that  I  do 
not  regard  matters  pertaining  to  the  government  of  Louisianna 
As  things  in  which  I  ought  to  give  any  help  or  aid;  and  that 
I  do  nothing  to  prevent  The  wars  ttiat  may  arise  among  the 
nations  dependent  on  me.  It  is  not  on  these  two  occasions 
alone  that  I  have  devoted  my  attention  to  Such  nuitters;  But 
I  have  done  so  in  several  other  cases,  when  the  ouyatanons 
would  have  waged  war  with  the  llinois,  if  Sieur  de  Vincennes, 
in  accordance  with  the  orders  which  I  have  always  given  him 
to  maintain  peace  between  These  2  nations,  had  not  stopped 
the  movements  of  the  Ouyatanons  —  among  whom  he  has  a  very 
great  Reputation,  and  with  whom  he  made  several  journeys 
among  the  llinois. 

It  has  never  been  Reported  to  me  that  The  Abenakis,  who 
without  my  consent,  went  Among  the  Renards,  had  said  that 
I  had  sent  them  to  make  war  Against  the  llinois,  to  get  Slaves. 
Accordingly,  I  have  reason  to  Believe  that  they  have  uc\cv 
told  such  a  f  jilsehood ;  and  also  tliat  tlie  remark  is  quite  un- 
called for,  that  it  is  difhcult  to  persuiuK'  (he  savages  tliat  the 
Frencli  of  (Canada  and  those  of  I.onisianna  iwv  of  thi^  j*nine 
nation.  The  savages  arc  so  well  aware  of  this  that,  a  \n\rty 
of  Poutouataniis  from  st.  frosej)h  River  liaving,  in  17-0,  at- 
tacked a  C'anoe  in  which  (here  were  some  Freiu'h  and  some 
Cansas  savages,  going  up  the  j\I ississipi,  and  having  KiUod  one 
Frenchman  and  one  savage  and  wounded  another  Frenelunau 
and  aiiotlior  savage  with  ihv  first  volley  tliat  was  tired,  the  chief 
of  'J'liat  band  raltlioiigh  lui  ph»adcd  in  excuse^  llmt  Tliis  Attack 
bad  nil  been  a  mistake,  as  far  as  the  French  \V(M'i^  ot^nciMMievl) 
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did  not  fail,  as  soon  as  Sieur  De  Montmidy,  who  was  in  Com- 
mand of  That  post  [words  omitted  in  MS.]  to  go  and  surren- 
der Himself  to  Monsienr  de  boisbriant;  And  the  principal 
Chief  of  that  nation  came  to  Montreal  the  following  year  to 
give  me  the  same  satisfaction. 

In  Regard  to  what  the  anthor  of  the  Louisianna  letter  .says 
therein,  that,  if  the  voyageurs  who  leave  Montreal  on  trading 
expeditions  had  the  Liberty  of  going  wherever  they  please, 
there  would  be  less  Disorder  among  The  savages;  Whereas, 
Since  they  have  Licenses  for  trading  in  certain  posts  only,  it 
happens  that,  doing  no  business  there,  they  go  to  others,  and 
The'  French  who  find  them  there  Confiscate  their  merchandise, 
calling  in  the  aid  of  the  savages  if  they  are  not  themselves 
strong  enough.  Which  has  a  very  bad  influetice  among  The 
^N^ations — I  do  not  know,  Monseigiieur,  where  This  writer  has 
ascertained  that  voyageurs,  who  had  Licenses  for  one  post,  have 
Confiscated  the  wares  of  those  whom  they  found  there  having 
licenses  for  another  post,  and  that  they  have  obtained  aid  from 
the  savages  in  order  to  effect  such  Confiscations,  since  I  am  as- 
sured that  far  from  any  thing  of  this  sort  having  taken  place, 
no  such  action  has  even  been  taken  by  the  French  in  any  post 
of  the  upper  country  since  those  posts  were  established  in 
1717.  They  were  Established  only  in  order  to  Keep  the  sav- 
ages attached  to  us;  to  maintain  peace  and  union  among  the 
Nations;  to  keep  in  order  the  French  traders  who  should  go 
there  with  Licenses  to  trade;  and  to  prevent  The  disorders  that 
had  O'^currcd  when  it  was  permitted  to  the  voyageurs  by  their 
Licenses  to  carry  on  trade  in  any  place  of  the  upper  country 
to  which  they  might  choose  to  go. 

By  the  King's  declaration  of  April  28th,  1710,  for  the 
reestablishment  of  tlie  25  Licenses,  11  is  majesty  onlered  that 
25  should  be  granted  every  year  by  the  Governor-General  of 
New  France,  to  carry  on  trade  with  the  Savages  in  the  posts 
designated  in  tliose  permits.  T  liavc  Conformed  with  this 
order  in  forbidding  Those  who  obtain  these  Lioenj^es  to  go  to 
trade  elsewhere  thjin  in  llie  ])osts  ii])])oint<Ml  as  tlieir  destina- 
tion. The  voyageurs  wlio  went  to  the  upper  country  readily 
submitted  to  tl)i«  prohibition,  since  v.wh  one  found  it  to  his 
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own  advantage.  There  have,  however,  been  a  few  who  have 
Disobeyed,  but  they  were  peoi)le  who  had  failed  on  account 
of  their  own  ^lisconduct,  and  who  had  acted  thus  because  they 
intended  to  pass  over  into  the  government  of  i.ouisianna.  They 
have  even  gone  there  without  llepaying  the  merchants  who 
had  Equipped  them,  in  order  to  have  more  liberty  to  Continuo 
their  C'areers  as  coureurs  de  bois — which  was  very  easy,  as 
they  found  Merchandise  among  the  Ilinois  for  a  new  Equip- 
ment, and,  as  Monsieur  I)e  boisbriant  did  not  refuse  to  give 
them  licenses  to  continue  their  Expeditions.  As  soon  as  I  was 
informed  of  ^lliese  Enterprises,  I  wrote  to  That  Commandant 
that  I  was  greatly  kSurprised ;  and  ]  represented  to  him  at  the 
same  time  that,  Since  I  did  not  issue  any  permits  to  trade  in 
the  Ilinois  country,  he  ought  not  to  issue  any,  esi)ecially 
to  fugitives  from  Canada,  to  come  and  trade  with  the  savages 
dependant  on  my  Government ;  and  [  added  that  if  tliose  trad- 
ers were  met  in  Any  of  those  posts  dependent  upon  my  gov- 
ernment, their  ])roperty  would  be  seized,  in  accordance  with 
The  orders  I  had  given  in  Kegard  to  people  of  that  sort.  This 
statement,  made  to  .^Lonsieur  I)e  boisbriant,  is  doubtless  the 
source  of  the  assertion  made  in  the  Louisianna  letter  to  the 
effect  that  The  voyageurs  were  hampered  by  not  being  allowed 
to  trade  in  any  other  ])osts  than  those  designated  by  tlieir  li- 
censes; Eor,  since  ITiH),  I  have  not  issued  any  Permits  for 
trading;  but  there  were  some  of  those  which  I  had  granted 
previously  which  could  not  be  used  until  1721  and  17-22.  Tliis 
was  because^  tlio  families  that  had  obtjiincMl  tliem,  being  them- 
selves unabh^  to  use  tliem,  and  being  allowed  to  sell  them,  bad 
at  first  Ikv'u  unable  to  dispose  ()f  tliem;  or,  if  they  had  sold 
them,  Tbe  voyageurs  wh(>  bougiit  them  found  llu-msjdve;* 
iinabb^  to  obtain  among  the  nuTcbants  tlii^  assortment  of  mor- 
chiindise  necessary  for  tlieir  iMpiipmrnt  and  had  bci'ii  unable 
to  set  out  earlier.  It  may  be  also  the  delay  in  tlie  Dcpartnro 
of  these  Licensed  Traders  that  has  given  ground  for  lieliining 
that  I  have  Continued  to  issud  license's  after  his  Majesty  has 
Suppressed  them. 

There  are  no  Iong(M*  any  other  pcM-mits  than  those  (which 
have  always  beu,i  granted)  for  the  Canoes  that  go  to  carry  sup- 
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plies  to  the  officers  and  to  the  Jesuit  Missionaries  at  the  posts. 
This  inchides  also  the  Missionaries  of  the  same  Company  who 
are  at  Kascaskias,  and  Those  of  the  Missions  Etran^erea 
[Foreign  Missions]  who  Are  at  Kaoukias  in  the  Ilinois 
country.  These  latter  have  had  three  Canoes  This  year,  on 
account  of  a  habitant  of  their  Seigniory  of  Beaupre  whom 
they  sent  to  that  mission  with  his  family/  I  add  hereto  Those 
given  to  the  voyageurs  who  engage  to  carry  the  effects  of  the 
King  to  the  posts,  for  The  payment  and  clothincf  of  the  sol- 
diers, and  for  |>resents  to  the  savages.  I  believe  there  is  noth- 
ing in  this  (^ontrary  to  the  Wishes  of  the  Xing,  since  I  have 
taken  Care  to  report  my  Proceedings  to  the  Council  of  marine, 
which  has  not  disai)proved  This  custom. 

I  have  not  Hitherto  noticed  that  love  of  gain  has  given  rise 
to  any  bad  conduct  among  the  officers  in  the  posts.  They 
cannot  give  me  bad  Counsels,  because  L  do  not  ask  tlurm  for 
any  whatever;  and  they  restrict  themselves  to  Keporting  on 
matters  relating  to  the  savages  of  their  ])osts,  or  any  occurrence 
which  seems  to  demand  attention,  and,  finally,  on  tlie  execut.it)n 
of  the  orders  that  1  give  them.  Thus,  ^ronseigneur,  you  nuiy 
rest  assured  that  if  there  were  any  one  who  did  not  keep  in 
view  above  all  else  the  good  of  the  service  of  the  King  and 
The  execution  of  his  orders,  1  should  not  fail  to  Uecall  him. 

I  Iloj)e,  JMonseigiieur,  that  These  Kx])huiations,  in  regard 
to  the  Calumnious  complaints  that  have  been  made  Against  me, 
will  prevent  any  others,  should  such  be  nuide  in  future,  from 
makiiig  any  Impression. 

1  For  the  support  of  their  missions,  various  landed  estates  were  con- 
ferred upon  the  Jesuits,  The  seigniory  of  Beaupre  was  owned  by  the 
Seminary  of  Quebec.  The  S6minaire  des  Missions  RtrauKt-res  of  Que- 
bec (founded  in  1G63)  maintained,  from  1698  until  about  1712.  various 
missions  among  the  tribes  on  the  lower  Mississippi;  most  of  these 
were  then  abandoned,  save  that  among  the  Illinois.  In  the  final  dec- 
ade of  the  French  regime,  the  Illinois  mission  decayed;  and  the  Sem- 
inary priests  there  ministered  to  the  French  habitants.— Ed. 
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[Across  the  outer  sheet  of  this  letter  is  written  the  following,  appar- 
ently the  Minister's  directions  to  his  secretary:] 

Answer  him: 

1st. —  That  he  must  prevent  the  Ahenakis  from  going  into  the 
upper  country;  that  this  is  altogether  opposed  to  our  inter- 
ests, and  that  he  ougiit  to  have  taken  every  possible  Measure 
to  prevent  it  from  the  start. 

That  he  must  take  measures  to  end  the  affair  of  tlie  renards, 
and  that  he  ought  for  this  purpose  to  send  to  la  Baye,  to  take 
command  there,  an  officer  of  experience,  who  is  absolutely 
Trustworthy;  that  Sieur  de  la  iSfoue^  would  seem  a  proper 
person  for  tliat  post.  That  the  continuation  of  that  Avar  gives 
ground  for  judging  that  there  is  little  effort  made  to  finish 
it ;  that  His  Majesty  Avill  recompense  The  officer  who  shall  Re- 
duce the  Renards  to  submission, — or  rather,  who  Avill  destroy 
them, — as  His  Majesty  expressly  desires  tliis.  The  company 
of  the  indies^  has  30  picked  soldiers  in  Ilinois,  wlio  will  march 

iThe  identity  of  this  officer  cannot  be  satisfactorily  established. 
Tanguay  mentions  one  Zacharie  Robutel,  sieur  de  la  Noiie;  he  was 
horn  in  1665,  and  died  after  1705.  He  had  several  sons,  only  one  of 
whom  is  mentioned  by  Tanguay  as  having  military  position;  this  was 
Thomas,  born  in  1702,  an  ensign,  who  died  in  1754.  Apparently  it  is 
Zacharie  who  in  1692  was  at  Michillimackinac,  and  in  1717  was  sent 
to  establish  a  post  at  the  western  end  of  Lake  Superior,  and  to  explore 
the  lakes  beyond  it.  Having  built  a  fort  at  Kaministiquoia  (near  the 
present  Port  Arthur,  Ont.),  he  remained  in  command  there  until  1721, 
when  he  was  relieved.  In  1727  one  Sieur  de  la  Noiie  (who  was  prob- 
ably a  son  of  the  preceding)  was  appointed  to  command  at  Green  Bay; 
but  Governor  Beauharnais  did  not  send  him  thither,  as  the  Jesuits  as- 
sured him  that  La  Noiie,  "although  very  capable  and  deserving,  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  not  acceptable  to  the  Tribes  at  that  post;  and  to 
be  regarded  with  suspicion  by  the  Renards,  their  allies."  It  Is  prob- 
ably this  man  who  is  mentioned  in  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  Ix,  1042.  as  dead 
in  1734;  and  Thomas,  son  of  Zacharie,  ns  approvinj;  an  oxpeditiou 
against  the  Foxes  in  1742  (p.  1086).— En. 

-This  was  a  commercial  company,  formed  in  France  in  1717  —  at 
first,  under  the  title  of  Compagnie  d'Occident  (Company  of  the 
West)  —  by  the  well-known  adventurer  John  Law.  Its  objects  were, 
to  exploit  the  Louisiana  colony,  and  to  form  colonies  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river;  but  the  scheme  proved  burdensome  and  unmanageable, 
and  the  company  si'rrendered  Its  charter  to  the  crown  in  1731.  Louis- 
iana thus  becoming  a  royal  province. — En. 
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whenever  necessary,  and  measures  should  be  taken  and  plans 
formed  for  bringing  this  War  to  an  end. 

When  the  King  suppressed  the  licenses,  he  intended  to  pre- 
vent every  one  from  going  to  the  upper  country;  and  persons 
who  had  not  made  use  of  their  licenses  when  the  order  came, 
should  not  have  been  allowed  to  use  those  whose  term  had  ex- 
pired. To  allow  them  to  continue  is  to  allow  the  continuance 
of  a  traffic  which  the  King  wished  to  stop. 

It  is  right  to  give  permits  for  carrying  supplies  to  the  troops 
at  the  posts ;  but  tliis  should  be  done  only  in  conjunction  with 
the  intendant.  It  is  necessary  to  avoid  e\^en  a  suspicion,  and 
it  is  publicly  asserted  that  for  100  livres  one  can  get  permits 
in  Canada. 

A  greed  for  gain  led  formerly  to  the  supplying  of  powder 
to  the  Renards,  in  the  first  War  that  we  had  with  them.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  abuse  is  now  corrected,  and  that  the 
officers  of  the  posts  no  longer  show  such  greed,  and  do  not  suf- 
fer it  in  others. 


1724:    WAR  BETWEEN  FOXES  AND  CHIPPEWAS;  FORT  TO  BE 
ESTABLISHED  AMONG  SIOUX. 

[Part  of  a  letter  written  by  Vaudreuii  to  the  commandant  Boisbri- 
ant;  dated  May  20,  1724.  Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  56,  c.  11,  fol.  255.] 

You  are  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  The  Establishment  in 
the  syoux  country,  which  the  Court  has  greatly  at  Heart,  will 
be  as  useful  for  the  discovery  of  the  westeni  sea,  as  it  is  advan- 
tageous to  all  tlie  settlements  along  the  Mississipy ;  for  it  will 
protect  the  French  who  dwell  there  from  The  incursiona  of 
that  nation.  But,  as  one  cannot  conveniently  go  ihoro  except 
through  the  country  of  the  renards,  and  as  that  way  is  closed 
by  the  war  now  raging  between  the  roiiards  and  tlic  Sauteurs, 
it  is  necessary  to  B(^gin  at  once  to  nn'oncilo  tlicse  two  nations, 
who  by  being  in  perfect  Accord,  will  Ix^avo  Tlic  roads  oi>en 
for  the  journey  to  the  syoux.  I  flatt<:>r  myself  that  Sieur 
Lignery  will  work  Efficaciously  to  reunite  them. 

I  have  Been  Informed  that  tlie  illinois  bad  not  \v{  given  any 
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satisfaction  to  the  renards  with  regard  to  their  prisoners,  al- 
though the  latter  had  sent  theirs  back  to  the  Illinois.  I  think 
joii  feel  with  nio  that  it  is  Important  to  induce  that  tribe  to 
send  back  in  good  faith  the  prisoners  of  the  others. 

Ypu  have  no  less  interest  than  we  in  kee])ing  those  nations 
At  peace;  and  yon  should  desire  this  all  the  more  sincc^-  the 
(Consequences  of  their  quarrels  might  fall  upon  our  French. 

There  is  no  other  way  to  restore  Calm  and  tranquillity  to 
the  country  than  by  working  Efticaciously  for  peace  and  I  urge 
you  to  do  so;  on  my  ])art  I  shall  omit  nothing  that  may  tend 
to  its  attainment. 

I  am  ordered  by  the  C^ourt  to  inform  the  syoux  of  its.  in- 
tention to  succor  them  in  tlieir  needs.  For  that  purpose  I  shall 
employ  father  charndon,  a  Jesuit  who  is  at  La  baye.  lie  is 
greatly  esteemed  by  the  renards,  who  are  friends  of  tho  syoux. 
He  will  urge  the  latt^'r  to  go  and  meet  the  Commandant  and 
the  missionaries  whom  we  are  to  give  them.  It  is  to  bo  pre- 
sumed that  this  })roject  will  place  tliose  i)eople,  who  are  more 
than  800  Leagues  from  the  lower  jMississipy,  whither  they 
cannot  go  to  procure  what  they  need.  They  are  only  two  hun- 
dred Leagues  from  la  baye.  That  Establishment,  and  tlie 
friendly  relations  between  those  tribes,  will  also  be  very  useful 
in  regard  to  Couimerce  and  to  tlu^  Intercourse  that  tliis  Colony 
will  have  with  the  mississipy. 


1724:     INTERTRIBAL   WARS;   IMPORTANCE  OF   POST  OUIATA- 

NON. 

I  Letter  from  Vaudreuil  to  Boisbriant;  dateii  Aug.  17,  17LM.  Source, 
same  as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  fol. 

1  have  received,  Monsieur,  The  li'tler  that,  you  did  nu'  tlie 
honor  of  Writing  to  me  on  the  P.)th  of  last  Oetoluu'. 

I  am  not  surpi'ised  that  the  (juikapoux,  sakis,  ^L^seouti!ls, 
and  other  nations  shoidd  go  on  I'orays  against  tbe  Illinois;  llu» 
consequences  of  that  strife  sometimes  reat't  upon  our  I'^rt  neh. 
Those  ti-ihes  an*  allies  of  the  rtMiards,  who  chiim  to  have  (n  im 
anc(\s  against  the  Hlinois,  becaus(>  the  latler  detain  tlieir  pris 
oiKM'rt.     1  inn  convinciMl  that,  it'  thev  were  to  iiive  satisfaction 
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to  the  reriards  on  this  point,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  induce 
The  latter  to  make  peace.  1  employ  every  means  to  attain 
this  end,  by  ordering  all  the  Commandants  of  the  posts  to  work 
Efficaciously  for  that  object;  and  if,  after  trying  gentle  means, 
they  cannot  succeed  in  doing  so,  to  urge  all  the  nations  to  as- 
semble Together  to  Exterminate  the  renards.  Such,  ]\lonsieur, 
are  my  sentiments  to  which  I  shall  dcwote  particular  attention. 

I  am  very  glad  of  The  arrival  of  the  sieurs  St.  ange,  father 
And  son;^  but  I  am  surprised  that  you  should  think  of  remov- 
ing Sieur  de  Vincennes  from  my  Government,  and  that  you 
should  have  LTndertaken  to  make  him  leave  a  post  where  his 
presence  is  most  necessary,  on  account  of  the  Esteem  in  ^vhich 
he  is  held  by  the  savage  nations  at  that  post — whicli,  as  you 
know,  is  not  at  all  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mississipy 
Government.-    1  would  be  very  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  lay 

iJean  de  (originally  Grosson  dit)  St.  Ange  de  Bellerive  was  a  vet- 
eran officer  in  the  E'rench  troops,  having  served  since  at  least  1685. 
It  is  probably  he  who  escorted  Charlevoix  through  the  West  in  1721; 
and  in  the  follov/ing  year,  when  commandant  at  Fort  Chartres,  cut  to 
pieces  a  large  body  of  Fox  Indians.  In  1724,  he  was  major  at  New 
Orleans;  and  in  1733  was  again  in  command  of  Fort  Chartres.  His 
second  son,  Louis,  was  at  New  Orleans  in  1724,  and  at  Kaskaskia  in 
1727;  later,  he  was  in  charge  of  a  French  post  on  the  Missouri  river, 
but  in  1736  was  sent  as  commandant  to  Post  Vincennes.  which  office 
he  held  until  1764.  In  that  year  he  took  command  of  Fort  Chartres. 
v/^hich  he  delivered  up  to  the  English  on  Oct.  14,  1765;  he  then  re- 
moved to  St.  Louis  (which  had  been  founded  in  the  preceding  year  by 
Pierre  Laclede),  and  was  commandant  there  until  1770  (in  the  Span 
ish  service,  after  1766).    He  died  there,  Dec.  26,  1774.— Ed. 

-A  reference  to  Post  Ouiatanon  (near  ihe  present  city  of  Lafayette. 
Ind.),  founded  about  1719  (see  Vaudreuil's  orders  to  Dubuisson.  p.  382. 
ante).  The  Vincennes  here  referred  to  was  Francois  Morgane.  a 
nephew  of  J.  B.  BIssot  (p.  228,  note  2,  ante),  and  successor  to  the  lat- 
ter's  title;  it  is  Franrois  who  later  founded  Post  Vincennes.  See  J.  P. 
Dunn's  Indiana,  pp.  49-55;  and  Oscar  J.  Craig's  "Ouiatanon,"  in  In- 
diana Historical  Society's  PuhJications.  il.  i)p.  317-348. 

The  district  of  Illinois  was  separated  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  Can- 
ada, and  added  to  that  of  Louisiana,  in  1717;  but  there  was  frequent 
wrangling  among  the  respective  colonial  authorities,  in  regard  to  the 
more  distant  posts  situated  on  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi.  See 
Vaudreuil's  statement  of  the  boundaries  between  the  two  governments, 
Til  Margry's  Dt  couv.  ct  (tabl.,  vl.  p.  511. — Kn. 
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inj  compliments  before  the  Court;  but  I  shall  nevertheless  do 
so  if  the  attempt  to  remove  Him  Continues.  I  trust,  monsieur, 
that  you  will  pay  attention  to  this,  and  that  you  will  reflect 
upon  the  Inconveniences  that  might  result  from  it. 

I  Wrote  last  year  respecting  The  promotion  of  Sienir  de  Vin- 
cennes ;  I  hope  that  the  Court  has  heeded  my  representations,, 
and  that  he  will  have  employment  this  year. 

I  thank  you  for  your  attention  in  sending  back  Tlie  two  sol- 
diers who  had  deserted  from  detroit. 

You  may  rely  upon  the  four  soldiers,  of  whom  jou  write 

to  me,  not  leaving  this  Colony  if  I  learn  that  all  four  are  in 

it;  and  you  may  be  sure  that  I  shall  Incorporate  them  in  the 

troops.    I  shall  make  every  etfort  to  procure  for  the  Company 

the  repayment  of  the  advances  made  by  it  to  those  People, 
vf  -K-  -jf  -X-  ->:-  *  -X-  * 

There  is  nothing  new  liere,  excepting  the  death  of  Monsieur 
de  Ramezay. 


1724:    DE  LIGNERY  GOES  TO  GREEN  BAY;  PACIFIES  THE  WAR- 
RING TRIBES,  EXCEPT  THE  FOXES  AND  ILLINOIS. 

[Letter  of  De  Lignery  to  Boisbriant;  dated  Aug.  23,  1724.    Source,  same 
as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  foL  257.] 

Monsieur — I  take  The  opport\inity  aflforded  by  the  depart- 
ure of  a  pouteatamy,  wlio  is  going  to  the  river  St.  .Tosi^ph,  to 
have  the  Honor  of  Writing  to  You  Tliese  few  words,  by  Which 
You  Avill  learn  tliat  I  proceeded  to  la  baye  by  order  of  ^Monsieur 
The  manjuis  de  Veaudrcniil  to  try  to  sinootli  The  trouldos 
between  The  Soteux  and  otlier  tribes  of  tlio  Lakes,  owr  allies, 
and  the  reynarts.  To  that  end,  in  (\uic<M't.  with  "NfonsitMir 
damariton,  the  Commandant  of  This  ]K)st,  and  The  reverend 
fathers  St.  ])e  and  (^liardoii,  1  ass(Mn])led  The  Sakis,  renanls, 
and  puants  in  Tin's  fori,  and  addressed  them  in  forcible  terms 
to  iiiako  tlieiH  lay  down  Hieir  War-cl\d)s  lifted  Against  The- 
said  Solenrs,  by  giving  Tlicm  back  two  of  Their  Slav(\^  wlu^m 
TIk^  ytayes  |()(la\vas|  of  Saginan  had  taken  from  tiiem  last 
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year.  This  thej  granted  me,  and  they  also  gave  me  tliree 
Soteiir  slaves  whom  they  had  Among  them.  This  was  my  first 
word ;  and  Here  is  The  Second,  which  I  have  set  down  on  this 
sheet  at  Length,  in  The  same  terms  as  those  in  which  I  spoke 
to  Them,  Wishing  to  Bind  both  Their  anns,  and  to  establish 
A  general  peace  among  all  the  nations. 

''I  ask  you  also,  on  behalf  of  our  father,  to  stay  The  War- 
club  lifted  Against  his  children.  The  jllinois,  upon  whom  You 
are  waging  a  bitter  Avar.  He  has  also  sent  word  to  tliem  to 
lay  down  Their  war-club  lifted  Against  You;  and  I  Shall  en- 
deavor to  have  The  slaves  on  both  sides  sent  back,  so  as  to  put 
an  End  to  This  unjust  war,  which  makes  our  father  veiy  an- 
gTy.  It  is  greatly  to  Your  interest  to  Please  Him.  I  can- 
not sufficiently  impress  upon  You  The  obedience  that  You  owe 
Him  If  You  AVish  to  be  His  True  children ;  and  The  misfor- 
tunes that  You  will  draw  down  upon  Yourselves  If  you  do  not 
obey  His  Will.'' 

Sucli,  Monsieur,  are  The  very  terms  which  I  Used  to  in- 
duce the  Savages  to  Cease  their  attacks  Upon  the  jllinois;  but 
Their  answer  was  not  favorable,  for  they  replied:  "my 
father,  The  jllinois  has  attacked  us  too  often  to  allow  of  our 
staying  our  War-clubs,  and  of  breaking  our  word.  I  Hide  It 
not  from  thee,  but  we  shall  still  have  An  arm  Lifted  on  That 
Side."  Such,  monsieur,  was  Their  answer,  and  they  Are  in- 
dignant because,  wlien  peace  was  made  in  1716,  they  sent  the 
jllinois  back  Their  prisoners  while  The  jllinois  did  not  return 
Theirs,  As  had  been  Agreed  u]H)n  in  The  treaty.  Thus,  mou- 
sieur,  I  Consider  that  it  is  necessary,  If  We  Wish  to  secure 
This  peace  Between  them,  to  Commence  by  accouiplishiug 
That.  If  You  deem  It  advi8a])le,  will  you  have  The  kiudiu\-s 
to  send  mo  word  via  Tlie  river  St  .losopli  t  Xi  Vou  do  mo  The 
Honor  of  wi'iliiig  to  me,  ^lonsiiMii-  dc  N'illedonue  who  Coui- 
mands  there,  will  send  The  Li^tlm*  to  me  at  ^1  ichilininkiuae, 
which  is  my  post;  I  returnetl  iiitiuu*  This  year,  two  months 
ago,  wlien  I  learned  that  the  regnards  had  Killed  Five  French- 
men. This  led  me  to  resolve  to  writ(»  to  nu>nsiiMir  The  nun\]uivS 
do  Vamlreuil  that,  Tf  This  Wen^  Tv\u\  1  Thon^dit  we  Would 
be  compelled  to  wage  war  on  Them  .lointly  witJi  all  our  nations; 
and  I  also  wrote  the  same  to  tbe  minister. 
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Thus,  liioiisieiir,  I  Believe  tliat,  hi  order  to  decide  upon  jx-ace 
or  upon  war,  we  re(]uire  to  have  news  from  Yon,  As  we  have 
no  positive  Information  respecting  What  Passes  Among  Yon, 
for  we  have  received  none  this  year. 

The  Journey  that  I  have  made  to  la  baye  will  do  no  harm 
in  either  case.  On  The  (.'ontrary  It  has  removed  all  distrust 
from  Their  minds.  I  am  very  glad  to  inform  You  of  this  so 
that  Your  people  may  be  On  Their  guard.  I  earnestly  request 
Monsieur  de  Villedonne  to  send  You  This  Letter  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  have  The  Honor  to  be  with  respect.  Monsieur,  Your  very 
humble  and  very  obdient  Servant, 

De  Lig^kijv. 

AT  LA  BAYE,  this  23rd  of  August,  1724. 


1724:  FOXES  DEMAND  THE  RESTORATION  OF  THEIR  CAP- 
TIVES AMONG  THE  ILLINOIS;  LACK  OF  COOPERATION 
AMONG  FRENCH  COMMANDANTS. 

[Letters  to  commandant  at  Kaskaskia,  written  by  Villedonne  (Oct. 
4),  and  Father  Mesaigeri  (Oct.  2  and  15).  Source,  same  as  that  of  pre- 
ceding document,  but  fol.  261,  262,  268.] 

MowKiKUK  —  Having  succeeded  in  inducing  omibesseban,  the 
brother  of  the  Chief  of  the  Sakis  at  la  baye,  who  is  Setthnl  in 
this  Village — having  succeeded,  [  Say,  in  concert  with  ^fon- 
•sieur  de  Villedonne,  in  inducing  II im  (in  Ac<'ordanco  with  The 
wishes  of  Messieurs  The  Commandants  of  michilimakina  and 
of  the  post  of  la  baye)  to  carry  You  'Jliesc  Ix'tters,  and  to  work 
Under  Your  orders,  in  Concert  with  ^lonsieur  de  Villedonne, 
at  securing  ])eace  between  the  regnarts  and  tlie  illinois,  1  hiU'O 
the  honor  to  writ-e  to  you  begging  You  to  treat  him  well,  even 

1  Charles  Michel  Mesaiger  (Mcssager)  came  to  Canada  in  1722.  wlicre 
he  remained  twenty-seven  years,  returning  to  France  in  1749.  Little 
Is  known  of  his  labors,  save  that  In  1731  he  was  at  Michillimackinac. 
and  then  went  with  La  Verendrye  on  his  explorations  in  the  wilder- 
ness west  of  Lake  Superior;  having  spent  two  years  thus,  lie  returned 
to  Montreal  on  account  of  poor  health. — Ed. 
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if  The  Errand  Should  not  be  as  agreeable  to  You  as  it 
appears  necessary  to  Those  Gentlemen.  The  Savage  manifests 
no  less  His  good  Will  toward  the  French  and  deserves  that 
some  Tiegard  be  shown  Him,  because,  as  he  is  jllinois  by  birth 
and  in  his  Heart,  His  (^oming  should  cause  only  pleasure  in 
That  country,  As  nothing  (Vrtain  is  Known  here  Concerning 
What  passes  among  the  jllinois.  In  Accordance  with  the  in- 
tentions of  monsieur  The  marquis  de  Vaudreuil  and  of  ^fes- 
sieurs  de  Lignery  and  amariton,  we  send  Him  to  gain  On  the 
Spot,  Light  on  Certain  facts  (both  Personally  and  still  more 
through  The  Letters  that  those  Gentlemen  hope  to  receive  from 
You),  and  that  we  may  Aftervv^ard  act  in  accordance  with  The 
Truth  of  Those  facts.  The  facts  in  question  Are:  Whether 
there  Are  any  regnart  Slaves  among  The  ilinois;  Whether  it 
is  True  that,  when  the  peace  was  made  in  1710,  the  regnart 
Slaves  Were  not  given  up  According  to  Agreement;  Whether 
any  slaves  have  been  captured  in  the  last  war;  Whether  those 
who  were  m,ade  Slaves  at  either  time  Are  still  Alive,  or  are 
dead  ;  finally.  Whether  the  French  have  burned  The  Slaves 
whom  the  jlinois  ca])tured  on  the  last  occasion  —  for  The 
Tiegnart  clamors  loudly  On  These  points.  Tf  there  should  be 
any  renard  Slaves  among  The  jllinois,  those  Geiitlemen  Ix^g 
You  to  take  steps  to  recover  Them,  and  at  once  to  hand  them 
over  to  ouilbessebau,  who  will  deliver  them  into  The  hands  of 
Monsieur  de  Villedonne,  and  after  that  to  ^^Tonsieur  de  Lignery. 
Should  there  be  none,  and  the  renards  have  H(h1  On  all  these 
Points,  w^e  beg  You  to  let  us  Know  Whether  there  liave  been 
any  who  Are  now  dead,  or  who  have  been  burned.  In  the  Lat- 
ter (yase,  You  will  find  some  arrangeanent  to  be  ])ro])ose<l  t<i 
Them  by  Those  Gentlemen,  If  You  wish  for  ])eace ;  or  You  will 
inform  Them  of  our  motives  and  of  Your  Opinions  l{es]ie('t- 
ing  The  war,  should  You  Deem  it  more  advisable  to  Resort 
to  it.  Such,  ^Ionsi(Mir,  is  The  ox])lanation  of  our  sending 
ouabessebau,  Hes])ectiiig  Which  you  will  act  As  Your  usual 
Wisdom  and  prudence,  and  The  honor  of  the  FnMU'h  namt\ 
which  is  so  Dear  to  You,  may  suggest.  1  luive  oidy  to  Ke]v 
resent  and  not  to  dictate  to  ]iersons  wlio  Injve  ukuv  (^xj^iM'ience 
and  more  Wisdom  than  L     Moro)ver,  T  know  that  affairs  of 
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This  Kind  are  not  within  my  province,  but  solely  within  Yours ; 

and  I  am  delighted  to  be  concerned  in  this  affair  merely  that 

I  may  inform  You  that  I  remain  with  great  respect,  Monsieur, 

Your  very  Humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

C.  M.  IvIessagek^ 

Jesuit  Missionary. 
At  the  Post  of  the  River  St  Joseph,  this  2nd  of  October,  1724. 


Monsieur — Having  learned  (by  one  Oulameque,  who  met 
some  of  Your  French)  that  It  was  You,  ^[onsieur,  who  were 
appointed  to  take  The  place  of  Monsieur  de  l>oisbriant,^  I  unite 
with  Those  gentlemen  who  Write  to  You  in  Telling  You  that 
no  effort  is  being  made  tO'  put  an  end  to  The  war  which  The 
regnarts  are  waging,  not  only  on  us  but  also  against  The  Illinois, 
where  Your  French  Are  at  all  times  surrounded.  It  is  neces- 
sary, Monsieur,  to  work  in  Concert  with  us  for  The  success  of 
This  undertaking  Witliout,  however,  The  Consent  of  the  reg- 
narts. Steps  must  be  taken  to  withdraw  The  Slaves  from  the 
hands  of  the  jllinois  If  they  have  any.  The  regniarts  complain 
that  they  were  deceived  by  Your  Savages  in  1716,  and  that  the 
latter  kept  some  of  Their  people  when  they  had  Agreed  mutu- 
ally to  deliver  Them  up  to  one  another.  Lc  Chat  blan  |  Wliite 
Cat],  who  has  Undortakon  to  carry  Tliese  Letters  and  to  hand 
Them  to  You,  is  commendable  for  his  Ability.  We  (all  The 
missionaries,  and  Those  gentlemen  who  Write  to  you)  beg  You 
to  Entrust  Le  (Miat  blan  with  the  Slaves  whom  You  will  with- 
draw from  the  hands  of  tlie  jllinois,  to  Be  lianded  over  to  us, 
in  order  that  wc  may  strive  to  effect  peace  between  Those  two 
nations,  who  are  greatly  excitcnl  Against  each  otiior.  Father 
messager,  who  Writes  to  You  from  here,  iiifcn-ms  ^'ou  of  every- 
thing. I  unite  with  Him  in  commciiding  to  you  Lo  Chat  ))lan, 
who  assures  us  that  he  will  bring  br.ck  directly  to  this 
Whatever  You  may  luitrust  him  with.     It  is  The  Surrst  and 

iThis  letter  was  written  to  tlio  new  commandant  at  Kaskaskia. 
Claude  Charles  du  Tisne.  He  was  at  Mobile  in  1714,  and  servod  with 
distinction  for  many  years  in  Louisiana  and  Illinois.  He  died  \^vo\\ 
ably  in  1730.— Ed. 
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promptest  Way.    By  so  doing-  You  Avoukl  oblige  Him  ^vllO  has 

Tlie  honor  of  being  most  sincerely, 

Monsieur,  Your  very  Humble  and  very  olxidient  Servant, 

De  Villedoxne. 
At  the  fort  of  the  iuver  St.  Joseph  this  4th  October,  1724. 


Monsieur — In  Concert  with  Monsieur  De  Villedonne,  and 
in  Accordance  with  the  intention  of  jVIonsieur  De  Vaudreiiil 
and  ^fonsieur  de  ]ignery  and  amariton,  I  had  the  honor  of  Writ- 
ing to  you  by  oubessebau  who  will  reach  you  this  Avintcir,  with 
reference  to  the  peace  Avhich  those  Gentlemen  Avisli  to  make  be- 
tween the  "Renard  and  the  Illinois.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing you  notice  of  it  that  I  send  you  this  letter  By  way  of  the 
[post]  Ouiatanon,  with  the  Consent  of  Monsieur  De  Ville- 
donne;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  you  a  summary  of  the 
Contents  of  the  letters  of  those  Gentlenu^i  and  of  our  fathers 
[the  Jesuits],  ^fonsieur  ])elignery,  after  obtaining  from  the 
Tienard  a  peace  with  the  sauteurs  and  the  Lake  tribes.  Under- 
took to  have  one  Concluded  also  with  The  illinois,  promising 
Them  to  have  Tlieir  Slaves  Restored  to  tliem  —  who,  they  com- 
plained, had  been  Kept  back  from  them  at  the  peace  of  1710. 
The  llenards  would  uot  Consent  in  s})ite  of  his  threats  in  the 
name  of  Monsieui'  the  .Marifnis  do  Vaiidreuil;  and  added  That 
The  illinois  had  Treated  Them  too  badly,  and  had  broken  tlieir 
word  to  them  too  often,  to  permit  them  to  lay  down  the  War-club 
they  had  lifted  Against  that  tribe.  Those  (JcnthMnen  see  no  pros- 
pect of  securing  the  pc^ace  that  \\\vy  would  like  to  make  univer- 
sal, IJidess  you  help  (liem  to  get  back  tliose  Slaves  who  are  so 
much  regretted,  in  the  e\'ent  ot"  their  Heing  Alive';  or  Unless  you 
give  them  infornmtion  to  enable  tlieni  to  (\uivict  the  Uonard  of 
falsehood.  That  information  they  cannot  obtain  lu^caust'  they 
are  not  On  the  spot,  and  have  only  the  h'renchman  tliere  who 
takes  ])art  in  llie  negotiation  Without  the  ])arliei])ation  or  (^)u- 
sent  of  tlie  lienard.  Should  you  DcH'ni  it  advisable  to  act  in  At^- 
cordance  Avith  the  Intentions  ot'  those  (lenlh-nHMi.  ()ual)ess('l)au 
will  undertake,  on  his  rt^turn,  to  Vlnvc  t]\c  Sl;i\  (  s  in  tlic  liauvis  of 
Monsieur  Devilledonne,  who  will  send  them  to  ^lonsieur  l)o- 
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lign[er]y,  Independently  of  the  acceptance  or  non-acceptance 
of  tlie  Renard.  If  ]\Ionsieiir  Is  of  opinion  that  War  should 
be  waged  against  that  Cruel  nation,  he  Informs  you  that  he  is 
Writing  to  France  to  the  minister  on  the  subject,  for  he  cannot 
Allow  the  Killing  of  the  French  to  go  Unpunished.  All  the 
other  tribes  will  be  disposed  to  take  part  in  the  war  with  more 
ardor  when  they  see  the  Renard  placed  entirely  in  the  Wrong 
through  the  Kestitution  of  His  Slaves,  with  which  he  will  Prob- 
ably not  be  Content ;  and  they  will  act  Jointly  with  us  to  destroy 
him.  Such,  Monsieur,  are  the  Contents  of  the  Letters  which 
should  Reach  you  this  winter.  In  case  of  accident,  I  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  opportunity  to  Inform  you  of  those  Gen- 
tlemen's Intentions.  If  Ouabessebau,  contrary  to  our  expecta- 
tions, should  Retrace  his  steps  Owing  to  some  panic  Dread, 
please  have  the  kindness  to  act  as  if  the  letters  of  those  gentle- 
men had  Reached  you;  and,  through  Monsieur  de  Vincennes, 
Infonn  them.  If  it  can  be  done,  of  the  truth,  and  of  the  state  of 
affairs  in  your  country.  I  Commend  myself  to  your  Good 
Prayers  and  I  Beg  you  to  Believe'  me,  with  great  respect, 

[C]  ]\[.  Mesaigek. 

At  St.  Joseph.    This  October  15th,  1724. 


1725:    FRENCH  SETTLEMENTS  IN  ILLINOIS  ARE  MENACED  BY 
THE  FOXES;  AID  FROM  FRANCE  REQUESTED. 

[Letters  from  Du  Tisiie,  dated  Jan.  14,  1725.    Source,  same  as  that  of 
preceding  document,  but  fol.  259,  2G8.] 

MoNsiEUi{ — I  have  informed  ^Icssieiirs  Do  Lignery,  Amnri- 
ton,  and  VilhHlonne  of  the  ill-treat nuMit  we  receive  from  the 
Renards;  and  I  am  writing  to  them  to  Send  you  Tlie  Answer  of 
Our  savages.  I  was  Surprised  that  those  Gentlemen  at  la  Ihivo 
should  have  concluded  ]>eace  So  soon;  for  jVIonsicur  Do  l.iuiiory 
writes  me  that  he  has  1  Foard  that  five  of  our  French  linvo  hocn 
killed.  This  re])ort  is  only  too  tru(>.  lie  should  or  Can  Sus- 
pend the  ])oace.  You  Know,  IMtmsiour,  that,  on  account  of 
that  ])oace  So  hastily  concluded,  the  chiefs  aiv  not  masters  of 
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their  young  men ;  and,  as  allies  of  the  Eenards,  they  will  join 
them  to  come  and  Continue  Their  Cruelties  Upon  us.  Had 
those  Gentlemen  let  the  tribes  alone,  we  would  have  had  to  Fight 
against  fewer  Enemies  who  cover  themselves  with  tha  name  of 
Kenard.  They  cannot  deny  that  Ouayalameque  came  to  attack 
us,  for  The  son  of  le  chat  blanc  was  there,  and  I  had  previously 
broken  His  five  canoes  below  the  Ouabache ;  and  they  ought  not 
to  be  Ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  Renards  dance  around  our 
scalps  with  Their  allies.  Our  Illinois  have  no  Slaves  belonging 
to  the  Renards,  and  have  Never  acted  Treacherously  toward 
them.  They  [merely]  defended  themselves.  The  last  Attack 
at  le  Eoclier  proves  It,  and  they  establish  it  by  IMonsieur  deliette 
and  by  the  missionaries.  We  Are  not  Spared;  The  Traders 
from  your  Quarter  give  them  to  understand  that  we  Are  other 
White  men.  People  of  that  Kind  Sacrifice  Their  country  to 
obtain  Beaver-skins.  All  these  Ilepresentations,  Messieurs,  call 
for  your  orders,  so  that  a  Ttemedy  may  be  applied  to  this. 
Meanwhile,  until  we  take  our  departure,  I  shall  stop  our  Illinois 
from  going  to  that  country;  ])ut  they  shall  Itcmain  with  us  at 
their  Head,  to  defend  us  On  our  lands.  Give  orders  also  to 
the  miamis ;  they  came  to  Invite  two  of  our  cliiofs,  of  wlioni  Wei 
have  no  news ;  We  fear  that  they  have  killed  them.  They  are 
named  Mamantoinsa  and  le  Chevreuil  blanc;  they  Are  highly 
Esteemed  among  the  Xaskasias.  Five  of  our  French  have 
just  been,  killed  on  the  Ouabaclie;  Wo  suspect  The  Kikapoux. 
Finally,  If  the  ruin  of  this  colony  is  desired,  that  is  the  way  to 
Succeed.  Pardon,  Monsieur,  If  I  Im])ortune  you  by  my 
lengthy  discourses ;  but  a  sick  person  is  permitted  to  Allege  His 
Ailments,  in  order  that  tlie  proper  Kemedies  Be  given  him. 
There  is  no  time  to  Lose.  I  have  the  lionor  to  bog  you  to  Con- 
tinue your  protection,  And  to  permit  mo  to  toll  you  [that  I  am], 
with  very  profound  respect, 

DUTISNK. 

[Endorsed:  "Copy  of  a  Letter  Written  to  Monsieur  de  Vaiidrouil 
at  Quebec,  on  the  14th  of  January,  1725,  from  fort  de  Chartros  in  tho 
Illinois  country."] 
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Monsieur — You  -will  find  annexed  to  this  all  tlic  copies, 
showing  The  manner  in  which  we  are  treated  in  Canada.  I 
send  them  also  to  Monseignenr  de  Manrepas,  Avhose  commands 
I  ask.  You  cannot  importune  Ilim  too  much  to  that  effect  and 
to  withdraw  us  from  the  sorry  positions  in  which  our  French 
and  the  Savages  are  placed  here.  We  are  Killed  everywhere  hy 
the  renards,  to  whom  Canada  supplies  weapons  and  powder. 
These  letters  with  my  answers,  and  those  of  our  savages,  will 
inform  you  of  our  grievances.  The  Beaver  in  Their  district 
cause  this  Great  carnage  among  us;  and  we  shall  obtain  no  re- 
lief unless  you  give  orders  in  regard  to  this  affair. 

1  had  the  honor,  messieurs,  to  tell  you  in  my  last  letter  tliat 
tliis  post  does  not  suit  me.  If  you  can  grant  me  what  I  ask,^  I 
shall  be  Greatly  obliged  to  you.  I  am  deprived  of  everything, 
without  arms  or  ammunition.  If  no  more  succor  be  Sent  to  us 
from  The  sea,  we  shall  be  Compelled  to  abandon  this  post.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  maintain  it  To  the  end;  but  one  cannot  do 
what  is  impossible,  and  I  shall  yield  only  at  the  last  Extremity. 
When  we  Write  to  Them  they  do  not  disturb  themselves.  If 
you  absolutely  wisli  me  to  remain  luu-(^,  have  the  kindn(\-s  to 
give  orders  that  a  secretary  be  granted  me,  for  I  have  no  person 
here  who  is  Capable  of  being  one.  Without  the  assistance  of 
sieur  perillau,  who  is  very  well  qualified,  and  who  has  been  good 
enough  to  take  the  trouble,  I  would  not  have  been  equal  to  the 
task.  He  well  deserves  that  the  Company  should  have  some 
consideration  for  liim,  as  he  lias  already  l>een  in  its  st^-vice. 

I  admit,  ]\Iessieurs,  that  I  Avas  surprised,  After  I  had  certi- 
fied ^lonsicur  dv,  Hoiirmont's  accounts,  and  liad  t)as<fd  sovcii 
horses  for  him,  to  lind  afterward  that  the  man  named  j)icliard 
had  brought  only  four,  and  that  the  others  were  not  delivered. 
And  as  tlie  cl(M-k  is  (h>ad,  ^lonsieur  (h*  Honrmont  has  appointed 
in  his  stead  one  iiaiued  Sl  roc,  who  was  cNpclIi  d  iVoiii  your 
stores  in  the  t'lnw  of  si(?ur  ]{t)ger — whom,  it  is  assertml,  he 
caused  to  do  whatever  he  wished.     Tin's  will  help  you  to  prociiro 

iQn  the  margin  of  MS.  is  here  written  "The  Company  of  Paris"  — 
prol)ably  an  intimation  that  this  letter  is  addressed  to  the  directors  of 
the  Company  of  the  Indies,  in  wliose  hands  was  tlien  the  management 
of  the  Louisiana  and  Illinois  colonies. — Ki). 
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my  rei)orts.  That  is  what  le  Taillandier  assures  me,  who  came 
down  with  him ;  and  when  navigation  opens,  I  shall  leam  the 
exact  truth  through  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange.  I  shall  have  the 
honor  of  Writing  to  you  more  at  leugth  by  Lamer. 

The  savages  press  me  very  hard.  We  have  no  paper  here, 
Avhich  prevents  my  making  Copies.  ]\ramentouenta  and  his  band 
have  just  arrived,  and  here  are  Copies  of  the  letters  that  I  have 
received.  My  son  has  arrived  from  the  Missouris,  and  has 
brought  His  Convoy  safely  and  without  accident  to  its  destina- 
tion. 

Allow  me  to  call  myself  with  very  profound  respect,  after  ask- 
ing the  honor  of  your  protection  and  seeking  the  same  on  all 
occasions,  and  to  remain,  ]\Icssieurs,  Your  very  humble,  obedi- 
ent. And  very  subuiissive  servant, 

C.  C.  DUTISXE. 

At  fort  de  CnAUTKE  this  14tli  January,  1725. 


1725:    OPINIONS  OF  ILLINOIS  MISSIONARIES  REGARDING  FOX 

WAR. 

[Letters  to  Du  Tisne  from  missionaries  at  Kaskaskia;  dated  Jan.  10, 
1725.    Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  fol.  267.] 

MoNsiEUii — I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  Herewith  the  lie- 
ply  of  the  small  number  of  savages  Avho  are  here.  He  who 
Carries  you  the  message  is  a  chief  of  the  Ivaskacias  named 
assakii)ite,  who  is  higldy  Esteemed.  He  acconipanies  his  mes- 
sage with  a  calumet,  which  he  will  present  to  le  cliat  blanc  to 
Tliank  him  for  his  visit.  The  JMessage  is  Full  of  Kespect  and 
submission  to  your  orders;  and  when  all  The  o\\\vv  chic^fs  come, 
they  will  not  disavow  it.  You  ask  ua  in  i)articular,  "Aronsieur, 
what  are  our  Oi)inions.  They  will  not  be  very  different  from 
the  message  of  The  illinois.  I  add  to  what  he  will  say  my  pri- 
vate Opinion,  which  is  also  that  of  .Monsieur  Tluniuir,  tlie  Su- 
perior of  the  Kaskacias  j\Iissions.  Ib^  will  sign  it  with  me,  as 
you  Deem  it  advisable,  for  neither  of  us  feai^s  luiving  it  made 
public.  If  you  consider  that  expedient  for  tho  public  weal;  for 
Ave  hav(>  no  other  views,  and  it  Ts  ])erf(vtly  in  accord  with  That 
wliich  we  hold  respecting  The  establishment  of  K»>ligiiui  and 
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First  :  We  Certify  that  in  our  illinois  villages  there  are  no 
renard  slaves,  except  one  girl,  who  is  with  the  Chief  of  the  met- 
chicamias;^  and  the  latter  has  promised  to  surrender  her  as 
soon  as  they  give  up  to  him  His  son  Yensa,  a  prisoner  among 
the  Kenards,  who  was  given  by  them  to  Their  allies.  As  our 
illinois  are  absent  from  their  homes,  we  do  not  Know  whether 
there  are  any  other  slaves  among  Them. 

Secondly:  Monsieur  Deligiiery  cannot  have  had  The  slight- 
est doubt,  when  he  made  the  peace,  that  The  5  Frenchmen  men- 
tioned in  His  letter  Were  Killed  last  spring,  since  Their  Scalps 
were  carried  through  the  villages  of  tlie  Kenards,  and  the  Poux 
and  other  Lake  tribes  were  Infonned  of  the  affair.  Moreover, 
even  if  he  had  not  been  aware  of  It,  he,  at  least,  knew  certainly 
that  in  1719  one  St.  liive^  was  killed,  and  de  ruisscaux  wounded  ; 
that  in  1721,  a  Soldier  was  killed  at  the  Gate  of  the  village  of 
the  Kaskacias;  that  in  the  Following  years  Monsieur  Xepveu 
and  His  family  Were  massacred;  that  in  1723,  lesueiir  and  La- 
fond  were  slain  while  hunting;  tliat  in  The  Following  year, 
Monsieur  de  St  ange  was  attacked  and  one  of  his  Soldiers 
killed;  and  that  last  spring  Monsieur  de  Boisbriant's  ('anoe, 
manned  by  4  Frenchmen  and  His  Slaves,^  Was  attacked,  and 
The  4  Frenchmen  Killed. 

Neither  can  ^Monsieur  do  Lignery  have  been  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  since  The  jieacc.  The  illinois  have  not  left  Their  Lands; 
that  If  the  Kenards  went  thither,  it  was  because  they  wished  to 
attack  The  illinois.  The  destruction  of  Le  Kocher  and  of  Pini- 
ithony  Are  proofs  of  this. 

Hence  we  nuiy  conchule  that  the  Kenards  in  all  their  repi'e- 

lA  tribe  who  were  living  near  the  mouth  of  Arkansas  river  when 
Marquette  visited  them  in  1673;  by  1700,  they  had  wandered  northward 
to  the  vicinity  of  Cahokia,  and  were  living  in  the  s«mo  vlllnge  as  the 
Tamaroas,  with  whom  they  probably  were  later  incorporatcil. — K\\ 

Another  transcript  gives  this  name  as  St.  Yves,  probably  thus  mod- 
ernized by  the  copyist. — Ei). 

3 As  we  have  already  seen  throughout  these  documont.»«.  captives 
taken  in  war  were  held  as  slaves,  among  all  tribes.  When  the  French 
settled  among  the  savages,  they  too  adopted  the  custom  of  slavehold* 
ing;  and  in  both  Illinois  and  Louisiana  slavery  prevailed — at  first 
of  Indiahs,  and  afterward  of  negroes  (who  were  first  brought  to  lA)uis- 
iana  in  1719).    See  Jcs.  IxchUions,  \\u\vx.  art.  Slavery.— lOn. 
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sentations  have  Imposed  upon  the  French  chiefs ;  we  have  there- 
fore Decided  that  the  peace  with  the  Renards  does  not  suit  ns. 
If  it  is  a  question  of  asking  for  peace,  it  is  not  Proper  that  the 
French  should  seek  it.  If  the  renard  should  ask  for  It,  it  might 
be  granted  to  him,  by  compelling  him  to  pay  for  the  death  of 
the  French.  It  should  be  Represented  to  Monsieur  Delignery 
that  the  peace  he  has  made  between  the  renards  and  the  Lake 
tribes  is  hurtful  to  this  province,  and  will  undoubtedly  break  up 
its  Trade  with  three  or  four  nations  against  whom  the  renards 
had  to  defend  Themselves.  They  will  have  only  the  Illinois  to 
Contend  with,  and  the  French,  Their  allies,  will  support  Them. 

Thirdly:  If  Monsieur  Delignery,  after  Hearing  these  rea- 
sons, does  not  consider  it  his  duty  or  that  he  has  the  power  at 
once  to  break  the  peace  that  he  has  made  Without  awaiting  a 
Response  from  Monsieur  De  Vaudreuil  or  from  the  Court,  it 
will  be  necessary,  at  least  pending  the  arrival  of  those  answers, 
to  compel  the  renard  to  Siispend  hostilities  against  the  Illinois 
during  the  entire  spring  and  the  folloAving  summer,  in  order 
that  he  may  not  make  an  attack  On  the  Lands  of  the  Illinois. 
And  Monsieur  Dutisne,  on  his  side,  could  assure  the  Renard 
that  The  illinois  will  not  Leave  His  own  Territory  to  go  to  the 
other's  lands ;  but  will  nevertheless  be  thoroughly  on  his  guard 
In  case  the  renard  should  enter  Upon  the  Lands  of  the  Illi- 
nois. During  this  truce  there  will  be  time  to  ascertain  the  facts, 
and  to  speak  to  all  tlie  Illinois  chiefs.  Some  of  these  may  he 
Sent,  Avith  certain  Frenchmen,  to  ])arley  and  Agree  upon  the 
Terms  of  a  firm  and  lasting  peace — one  of  whose  Principal 
articles  should  be,  that  wliichever  nation  of  the  two  might 
attempt  to  take  u])  arms  should  at  once  be  attacked  by  all  the 
others  who  had  Roen  witnesses  to  the  Treaty. 

Such,  Monsieur,  is  the  Opinion  of  both  of  us.  Wo  ixunnin 
Avith  ])rofound  respect, 

BouLANGER  and  Kerebex,  Jesuits. 
Tjiomuu,  priest. 
FiU)M  THK  Caskakias,  the  10th  of  January,  1725. i 

1  Jean  le  BouUenger  (who  evidently  wrote  this  letter)  labored  in  the 
Illinois  mission  (most  of  the  time  at  Kaskaskia),  from  170.'^  until  at 
least  1729.    Joseph  Frangois  de  Kerebeu  came  to  Canada  in  1716,  and 
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[Continuation  of  the  Letter:] 

Monsieur,  A  few  words  More  to  add  to  our  Letter,  As  it 
Would  be  Desirable  that  Mainantoueiisa  and  liis  Ijand  should 
arrive,  for  The  suspicions  and  Uneasiness  of  the  Savages  are 
perhaps  only  too  well  founded,  and  I  fear  that  le  Chat  blanc  is 
afraid  that  he  will  hear  of  Their  defeat,  because  he  Kiiows  that 
the  renards  went  there  this  winter,  and  letters  also  inform  us 
of  It;  but.  If  we  should  delay,  he  might  perhaps  think  that  we 
have  some  evil  design  against  Ilim.  If  Father  Kercl>in  is  of 
my  Opinion,  as  Monsieur  Thomur  is,  he  nniy  Sign  this,  as  we 
have  done,  and  with  us.  I  Send  you,  ]\Ionsieur,  enclosed  here- 
with. Letters  For  the  Fathers.  There  are  some  in  the  packet 
for  Father  Beaubois,  who  will  go  to  France,  and  Inform  Ilim 
of  that  peace  made  by  Monsieur  De  Lignery.  lie  will  Inform 
the  Court  of  it  and  you  might  also  write  a  few  words  to  ^lon- 
sieur  Raudot;  for  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  will  amuse  the  Court 
by  Writing  that  it  is  our  fault  If  we  have  not  peace.  He  seems 
to  have  no  other  desire  than  to  allow  tlie  vein  of  Beaver  skius 
to  flow;  and,  by  Letting  The  Benard  attack  us,  to  prevent  this 
Country  from  being  settled,  and  thereby  to  shut  off  trade  bo- 
tween  His  Government  and  Ours.  I  say  nothiug  further.  I 
send  you  the  packet  of  spectacles  that  you  request. 


1725:    SPEDCH  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  INDIANS,  DEFENDING  THEM- 
SELVES, AND  ACCUSING  THE  FOXES. 

[Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  fol.  -03.] 

Copy  of  the  answer  given  to  le  cbapt  l>lanc  by  tbc  Illinois, 
to  the  renards,  regarding  the  h'tters  uf  ^[rssii'urs  Lignery, 
amariton,  and  vildonne,  ollicers  of  Cnnadn,  coinnninding  the 
posts  of  IMissinimaquennk,  la  baye,  nnd  \hc  r'wcv  St.  .lost^pli. 

Answer  of  Anakii>ita  |  and  ]  l\Inssjuig;\ :  "Who  are  we,  eba]>t 
blanc,  that  we  slionld  (hH'i<le  jinytliing'?    We  listen  only  t<>  iho 

labored  among  the  Illinois  until  his  death  in  1728;  he  was  superior  of 
the  Louisiana  missions  from  1723  to  1725.  Thaumur  de  la  Source  was 
one  of  the  priests  sent  to  Illinois  by  the  Missions  Etrang^res.— Kd. 


1725] 


FRENCH  REGIME  IN  WISCONSIN. 


457 


French  chief.  It  is  for  him  to  decide  on  peace  or  v/ar.  Our 
chiefs  are  all  absent.  When  they  return  this  spring  the  Frene-h 
chief,  Monsieur  du  tisne,  \vill  assemble  us  from  all  His  vilhi:;es. 
We  shall  Listen  to  his  word,  and  we  shall  do  what  he  commands 
ns.  We  thank  thee  for  th}-  visit.  Wo  thank  thy  French  ehief 
for  having  spokeii  of  us.  Thou  sayest  that  the  renard  does  nut 
wish  for  peace.  lie  says  that  his  Slaves  have  not  been  given 
back  to  him.  Where  are  tliey  ?  Js  there  a  single  one  in  our  vil- 
lages ?  Does  the  renard  s})cak  the  truth?  Ls  it  we  who  have 
broken  the  peace  ?  Is  it  not  he  who  in  ITIG,  shortly  after  ])eace 
was  concluded,  was  The  first  to  attack  Lesueur  and  malbouroug 
and  to  carry  off  his  wife  and  his  Children  and  an  Jllinois 
nephew?  Is  it  not  lie  wlio  was  first  The  traitor  in  The  affair 
of  la  Grue  ?  Is  it  not  he  wlio  has  Continued  to  destroy  our  vil- 
lages ?  Do  we  go  to  their  country  ?  We  have  always  remained 
on  our  lands  to  defend  ourselves.  Why  do  they  persist  in  at- 
tacking us  and  in  attacking  the  French  ?  Wq  l)eg  thee,  chat 
blanc,  tliou  wdio  art  our  ally,  not  to  give  any  help  to  the  r(^nard. 
But  Ave  decide  nothing;  we  weep  and  grieve  for  our  chiefs, 
mamenthotiinsa  and  Aoutgamona,  who  are  thy  kindred.  They 
are  among  the  miamis.  lienniin  some  days  Longer  with  us, 
and  thou  slndt  llejir  news.  If  they  return  not  in  ii  few  days, 
they  are  dead,  and  tliou  shalt  bear  the  news  of  it.  If  tliey  re- 
turn alive.  They  will  speak,  and  will  perhaps  Accompany  thee, 
if  the  French  chief  so  orders.  Such  is  our  opinion,  and  to  that 
end  here  is  a  feathered  Calumet  that  T  give  thee." 

Iferc  follows  the  answer  of  the  ^retchicamia,  given  by  the 
chief  named  rfouachin  and  tlie  other  chiivfs,  in  our  ])r(\sen('(>  and 
in  that  of  Reverend  fatlicr  Kerebin  and  of  our  (tlliccrs,  t<>  ]c 
chapt  blanc;  which  is  similar  to  that  of  Anakij)ita.  iMa^snuga 
also  gave  Tliem  a  Calumet,  which  thoy  acoepled,  to  remain 
seven  nights  to  await  the  rctnrn  (d"  M anuMitoueiisa,  who  delays; 
and  afterward  to  return  IFome  to  induce  the  nations  whom  they 
should  find  with  lu^arls  well  disposcMl— espcvially  the  lu  iiai^ls, 
quicapoiis,  mascontins,  syoux  and  others — to  smoke  with  these 
Calumets.  Below  are  Tlu^  n  pnvstMitations  made  by  the  said 
chiefs  concerning  the  biul  treat nuuit  that,  they  havi^  received 
from  the  renards.    Here  are  the  names  of  those  whom  we  reeol- 
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lect,  the  other  Illinois  who  might  Know  them  being  away  on 
an  inland  hunting  expedition. 

''The  Renards  cannot  Ignore  or  dispute  what  is  stated 
here,  both  that  they  have  Been  the  aggressors,  and  even  that 
they  have  Induced  several  nations  to  come  and  kill  us  and  to 
kill  the  French,  our  allies.  Nor  could  the  French  chiefs  on  the 
Canada  Side  have  been  Ignorant  of  this;  for  the  scalp  dance 
has  Been  performed  around  their  scalps  and  ours  among  the 
]\Iascoutins,  quikapous,  Iticnards,  syoux,  and  everywhere  around 
La  bay.  Thus  the  peace  that  was  concluded  at  la  bay  has  no 
other  object  than  to  harass  us  still  more;  for  when  they  were 
At  w^ar  with  the  nations  They  could  not  come  in  so  Large  num- 
bers to  destroy  us — who  have  ahvays  Listened  to  the  words  of 
Ononthyo,  through  [Monsieur  de  Boisbriant,  forbidding  us  to 
go  To  War.  Our  heads  have  been  Broken,  and  the  French,  our 
allies,  have  been  killed  on  our  lands.  Wo  defended  ourselves, 
but  we  N^ever  set  out  to  seek  them.  ^lonsieur  de  Boisbriant 
has  Left  us  Monsieur  du  Tisne ;  wo  Listen  to  his  ^^'ord ;  Ave  de- 
liberate only  on  what  he  tells  us  on  ononthyo's  behalf.  Thou 
tellest  us  that  the  renards  are  to  come  within  a  moon ;  that  the 
French  chiefs  cannot  bind  their  two  arms ;  that  they  have  bound 
their  Left  arm,  but  that  the  right  ono  is  to  strike  us.  If  they 
were  true  Children  of  nonthyo,  would  They  not  Obey  his  word  ? 
They  accuse  us  of  having  deceived  them ;  they  cannot  i)rove  it. 
The  French  chiefs  and  the  reverend  father,  who  have  directed 
us,  will  prove  that  we  merely  defended  ourselves,  and  that  They 
were  The  aggressors;  and  tliat  we,  our  wives  and  Children,  and 
our  brothers  the  French,  have  Been  tlieir  victims;  and  by  these 
details  Ave  shall  show  the(;  Tlie  trutli.  And  thou,  chat  bhmc, 
thou  Avho  hast  always  acted  lumorably,  and  wliose  h(Mrt  is  Illi- 
nois and  French,  thou  thyself  knoAvest  the  truth  of  Tliis.  Ae- 
ccrdingly,  these  tAvo  Calumets  show  tliee  that  Ave  obey  only  the 
Avill  of  ononthyo,  our  father;  that  thou  mayest  ju-cne  to  the 
French  Cominaiidaiils  IxHli  of  la  bay  and  iiiissiiiniacpniiak.  ainl 
of  the  river  St.  Josej)h,  that  Ave  attack  only  luvauso  avo  do  what 
Monsieur  tisne  tells  us ;  It  is  he  who  deliborates  for  us.  Hut 
as  regards  the  threats  of  the  Benards,  avo  sluill  be  on  our  G\iai*d 
When  they  come  to  AfTroiil,  us  on  our  lands,  to  kill  ns  nnJ  llio 
Fr(Mich  -  -  as  is  set  forlh  in  the  following  l.ist : 
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^^Is  it  not  true  that  in  1718,  at  la  pierre  a  fleclie,  Tliey  killed 
one  of  our  people  named  i^encliwiensicwa  ? 

^'In  September  of  the  same  year,  there  was  a  Frenchman, 
Lesueur,  whom  they  captured  with  ]\Ialbouroug,  the  wife  of 
Lesueur,  his  two  Children,  two  Illinois  relatives  of  his  wife,  a 
female  Slave,  and  his  mother-in-law  (whom  they  killed  with 
The  slave)  ;  and  tliey  pillaged  all  his  effects.  They  killed  these 
captives  on  The  first  day's  march ;  and,  Avhen  the  French  re- 
deemed Lesueur  and  Malbouroug,  The  Tienards  promised  to 
make  repayment  for  The  pillaged  goods,  which  has  not  been 
done. 

'^In  ISTovember  of  the  same  year,  at  Kigigwa,  was  he  not 
killed  by  Them  ?  Did  tliey  not  pillage  Latleur  and  his  convoy, 
without  heeding  the  fact  that  it  was  a  convoy?  Did  they  not 
at  that  time  pillage  ]\ronsieur  do  tonty  with  his  detaclmient, 
who  were  bringing  us  The  presents  given  to  us  by  The  chief 
of  Canada  on  behalf  of  ononthyo  ? 

^^At  the  same  time,  at  a  place  near  the  village  of  the  Kaos 
[Kaokias],  did  they  not  kill  St.  yves,  wound  one  des  ruisseaux, 
who  was  Crippled  thereby  ? 

^'Did  they  not  at  the  same  time  lie  in  wait  near  the  ^fissouris 
for  Monsieur  du  tisne,  whom  !AIonsieiir  de  boisbriant  Sent  to 
make  peace  with  the  yoais  [lowas]  ?  althougli  The}^  did  not 
dare  to  attack  Ilim,  because  he  had  soldiers. 

"In  the  spring  of  1710,  did  they  not  above  le  roclicr,  slay 
an  Illinois  named  Joucherinenga,  and  tliree  wonuui  —  of  wIkuu 
one  was  named  Mouncchecwa,  one's  nanu"*  is  not  known,  and  the 
third  was  a  Young  girl,  Mechecwenga,  very  mucli  esteemed, 
whom  tliey  Took  prisoner. 

"At  the  same  season,  also  al.M'o  lo  roclier,  Thoy  killed  two 
Illinois,  and  a  woman.  And  Carried  off  tliroo  ChildnMi. 

"In  June  of  the  same  year,  did  not  tlie  rniards  oonio,  to  the 
number  of  tliirty,  to  attack  the  village  of  pemetewoy,  sind  kill 
a  woman  named  Petecliochenoucta ;  and  scalp  a  girl  nanu^d  Kin- 
tuwa  and  leave  her  for  dead,  [\i\vv  giving  lu^r  \\\vcc  stabs  wiili  a 
Knife,  and  as  many  blows  with  a  War-(dub  ? 

"Two  days  after  tliat  blow  had  been  struck,  a  band  o\'  V(^mo- 
tewoy,  having  found  the  trnck  of  tlie  renards,  Cvt^  took  and  (h^ 
fealed  them,  taking  a  scalp  aiul  carrying  olT  two  rtMiard  ]u-is- 
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oners — one  named  Cliinguouhensa,  a  son  of  the  Great  chief, 
and  The  other  Wachateche.  Monsieur  do  Liette  and  father 
Xerehen,  wishing  to  have  peace  made,  redeemed  Them;  then 
they  seait  back  Wachateche  with  a  Colhir  and  some  other  goods, 
a  flag,  some  Letters  for  the  commandant  of  hi  l^ay  and  for  The 
father,  and  The  message  of  the  illinois.  lie  promised  to  re- 
turn Avithin  twenty  days  Avith  some  renard  chiefs,  if  he  suc- 
ceeded; and,  if  not,  to  return  himself  to  pay  ^\'ith  his  Person 
and  that  of  his  comrade.  He  came  back,  but  at  the  head  of  a 
band  to  attack  the'  village  once  more.  XotAvithstanding  that, 
Ave  sent  back  the  son  of  the  Chief  Avith  presents  Avhich  le  brochet 
gave  him.  This  one  made  a  better  use  of  them,  and  sent  back 
an  illinois  Avliom  they  had  detained  as  a  prisoner  among  Them. 

'^The  said  renards  should  remember  Avhat  they  did  in  their 
OAvn  villages  to  the  People  of  le  rocher,  Avhoni  they  invited  by  a 
flag  to  enter  their  place,  but  of  Avhom  thoy  burned  eleven,  and 
Broke  the  heads  of  four;  and  two  Avhen  they  thus  saw  them- 
selves betrayed,  stabbed  theniselves.  Those  Avhom  they  burned 
Avere:  Ounensilechi,  a  chief  greatly  esteemed;  mengilchiwa, 
and  Waseganensa.  Thou  knoAvest  that  Avhat  Ave  tell  thee  is 
true,  chapt  blanc,  thou  Avho  art  our  ally.  Is  it  not  tho  truth  ? 
Did  not  the  renards  in  their  treachery  cause  the  following  to 
bo  burned  also:  atakereni  and  Ounsachachaiwa,  chiefs  lieM  in 
high  esteem;  ne])ata ;  Wabecoupiscta ;  Wabecoukeasata  ;  Ounel- 
chinsa,  a  man  of  high  standing;  atchengwensa,  a  chief  killed 
by  a  gunshot;  perewe ;  Amawensa,  liis  son,  Avho  killed  himself 
among  Them,  out  of  chagrin ;  Avith  cacacharounsa,  chaowan- 
ounsa ;  and  the  son  of  owabechacanensa ;  besides  thirty  whinu 
they  killed  Avhile  in  ilight  'i^  Is  it  \\\'  who  in  172:2  Trcachei-Diisly 
kiUed  two  IMcitchy  women — one  nanuHl  luMiicewa,  other 
cakccowocowa — near  the  village?  At  the  sanu*  time,  they  in- 
dicted tortures  at  le  rocher,  And  they  carried  off  <>nr  ChiMren. 
Did  they  not  defc^at  Monsicmr  de-  St.  Ange,  fih,  wliil(^  coming 
fi'om  the  Caos  [Caokias],  and  wonnd  and  kill  a  soldliM'-— Inking 
his  gun  and  Removing  his  scalp,  and  Sending  him  adrift  in  a 
canoe  so  that  he  might  be  seen  from  the  French  iovl'^. 

"In  tho  same'  year,  thoy  killed  losuour,  a\  horn  llu^  l''i*»Mi(  h  had 
ransomed,  and  sli»w  Lafond,  and  Carried  oil  their  lli^ad^;  they 
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offered  Base  Insults  to  their  corpses,  ami  carried  away  the 
brother  of  a  chief  avIio  Avas  liuntiiig  with  Tliem. 

''In  1721,  did  they  not  hill  a  frenchman  named  Langevin, 
who  was  working  at  the  Caos,  in  Monsieur  thaumur's  house  ? 

•'In  1722,  did  they  not  Carry  away  near  the  village,  eight 
illinois,  named :  Kitchia,  a  man  held  in  esteem ;  the  son  of 
ouepace;  the  son  of  Cassowakia ;  the  son  of  arapaoumeta  ;'the 
son  of  aragaia ;  and  tlie  son  of  macaturinia  ?  The  other  two 
were  brought  back  l)y  the  French,  ^^'llo  redeemed  them.  They 
were  all  our  Children  an(l  tliy  kindred,  chat  blanc.  See  how 
our  bodies  are  treated  by  tlie  renards. 

''Ill  the  same  year,  at  the  gate  of  the  ]\[etc]iy  village,  they 
killed  a  woman  named  Ouroniowita,  and  took  Iler  scalp ;  and 
they  slew  the  son  of  mellebouensa,  whose  father  was  a  chief  of 
the  caos. 

''And  in  the  same  year.  On  this  side  of  Ouabaclie,  they  killed 
neveu,  liis  wife,  a  Boy,  and  two  of  his  daughters,  and  Carried 
off  their  heads.  Is  Tlie  French  chief  of  Missilimaquinak,  or 
are  the  others,  ignorant  of  tlris  ?  These  deeds  ought  to  show 
them  who  are  the  traitors. 

"In  1723,  they  killed  a  Young  girl  in  the  Great  forest  of  le 
rocher,  near  the  Kaskaskias. 

"In  1724,  they  killed  four  Frenchmen,  also  a  negro  belonging 
to  ]\fonsieur  de  boisbriant;  they  Scalped  tlie  Frenchmen  and 
heaped  shameful  Indignities  upon  the  dead  lx)dies.  Can  the 
French  chief  of  la  bay  have  been  ignorant  of  this  when  the 
scalp-dance  was  pei-formed  aro\ind  those  scalps  among  the  na- 
tions where  the  renards  dwell  ? 

"In  the  same  year  did  they  not  come  to  kill  our  brothers  near 
Maramcck,  who  defended  themselves  and  ])ut  the  nMiards  to 
flight? 

''If  tliey  would  Bisten,  chat  blanc  who  are  our  ally,  as  thou 
and  we  do  to  the  word  of  our  father  oiionthyo,  'J'hev  would 
not,  as  they  do,  kill  us  and  our  brothers,  llie  Fn^mli.  If  the 
nations  And  the  French  of  la  bay  did  not  sup])ly  jxiwibn-  and 
arms  to  our  connnon  Fnemies,  The  earth  would  be  levi^l  and 
our  trim  father,  tho  Great  Ononthyo  from  the  otluM-  side  o(  tho 
gn^at  lak(%  would  he  Listened  to.  Ilarkcn,  Chat  blanc  onr  ally, 
repeat  faithfully  what  W(>  say  to  tlun^  in  tlu^  ])r(^stMice  of  our 
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father,  Monsieur  du  tisne,  whose  word  we  Ilced,  tliat  we  will 
not  go  to  attack  any  one;  but  he  and  we,  with  all  the  chiefs, 
will  keep  on  our  Guard.  We  look  upon  thee  as  our  ally.  There- 
fore as  thou  lovest  us  and  art  a  friend  of  the  French,  seek,  by 
the  right  that  thou  knowest  we  possess,  to  smooth  the  road  that 
thy  Ancestors  kept  so  wtII.  I  admit  that  we  do  not  kill  as  anany 
Beavers  as  the  People  of  the  lakes;  but  our  traders  here  are 
not  Interested,  and  do  not  supply  our  Enemies  either  with  pow- 
der or  with  guns  to  kill  us,  or  those  of  their  own  blood  who  are 
our  allies. 

^'Let  the  renards  remember  their  treacherous  Attack  on  our 
ally  la  Grue  and  his  party  under  the  liag  of  our  father  Onon- 
tliyo  in  their  own  village. 

^^Aro  not  our  brothers,  the  French,  killed  daily  at  the  Oua- 
bache?  This  year  again  do  not  the  allies  of  the  renards  dance 
the  scalp-dance  around  tlieir  scalps  before  the  traders  from  Can- 
ada, who  are  of  the  same  blood,  and  who  supply  them  with  pow- 
der in  exchange  for  their  Beaver  and  marten  skins  ?  How  cau 
they  be  ignorant  of  it  at  present?  Thou  tcllest  us,  chapt  blanc, 
and  sayest  that  these  things  were  told  at  la  bay.  Seest  thou  not 
their  deceit?  Didst  thou  not  see  Monsieur  tisne  come  today 
from  Montreal,  ])assing  by  ]\lissilimaquinak  on  behalf  of  onon- 
tliyo  ?  Is  it  not  ononthyo  who  has  sent  him  to  us  in  the  place 
of  our  father  ]\ronsieur  de  Boisbi-iant?  Thou  sayest  that  thou 
didst  see  him  and  all  his  brothers  at  Montreal.  The  conunand- 
ants  of  La  bay  Know  Him.  Thou  seest  the  bad  faith  of  the 
renards  and  of  those  who  seek  their  Jjcaver-skins.  Didst  thou 
not  see  tlie  Canadians,  who  are  thy  allies  as  they  arc  ours,  pass 
by  missilimacpiinak,  la  bay,  and  river  St.  Joseph?  Didst  (hou 
not  give  them  food  ?  1  )idst  thou  not  see  the  two  brothers  separate*, 
one  remaining  at  thy  village  and  tlie  other  oomi!\jj:  to  slay  with 
us?  Didst  thou  not  see  llie  black  gowns  and  {he  white  collars^ 
whom  ononthyo  Sends  to  Teach  and  to  ba}>lize  us,  pass  tlirouuh 
tliy  vilhige?  This  proves  to  thee  that  th(^  renards  wish  only 
to  betray  and  to  deceive  our  allies. 

'''.rhis  is  what  we  ]u*ov(*  by  ]\ronsieur  dcf  Boisbriant,  our 
father,  and  by  M(Uisieur  dn  tisne,  the  bhick  gowns  and  tlu^  white 


1  Apparently  having  reference  to  the  ruffs  worn  by  the  French  offi- 
cers,—Ed. 
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Collars  who  have  always  Governed  us.  That  is  the  way,  our 
ally,  that  we  are  treated.  Ask  thy  allies,  who  are  our  kin^lred 
and  the  friends  of  onontliyo,  not  to  strike  us  and  our  brothers, 
the  Frencli.'' 

C.  C.  DU  TiSXE. 

At  Fort  de  Chartre  this  14th  January,  1725. 


1726:    DE  LIGNERY  MAKES  A  TEMPORARY  PEACE  WITH  FOXES; 
POLICY  OF  THE  FRENCH  TOWARD  THAT  TRIBE. 

{From  a  MS.  in  Quebec  Provincial  archives,  copied  from  a  MS.  in  Paris 

archives. 1  ] 

The  nation  of  the  Eenards  has  been  at  all  times  tlic  enemy 
of  the  other  savage  nations  of  the  upper  country ;  these  savages 
have  on  different  occasions  killed  Ercnchmen.  Upon  the  rep- 
resentations which  were  made  on  this  subject,  in  1711  \_sic; 
probably  1714],  by  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil,  that  it  was  aljso- 
lutely  necessary  to  take  measures  to  destroy  them,  orders  were 
issued  from  the  court  to  maintain  some  kind  of  peace  with  them 
— without,  meanwhile,  compromising  the  honor  of  the  nation — 
and  at  the  same  time  to  ])roceed  as  if  preparing  for  war;  and  to 
rcassendde  for  tliis  purpose  tlie  courcurs  de  bois  at  INTichilimack- 
inak,  granting  them  an  amnesty  on  this  account. 

The  following  year,  tliese  savages  having  again  committed 
several  lawless  acts,  Sicur  de  Louvigiiy  was  detailed  from  ^lon- 
treal  on  the  1st  of  May,  171(5,  with  429  Frenchmen,  in  order 
to  proceed  against  them ;  lie  drove  them  into  their  strongholds, 
and  constrained  \  \wv.\  to  ask  for  peace — on  conditions  so  ouero\is 
that  he  believed  they  would  not  accept  them.  Among  llie  prin- 
cipal articles  were  these — tliat  they  shouhl  keep  jhmicc  with  all 
the  savage  nations  who  Men;  (h-jx-nchMit  u]>on  King;  that 
they  sliouhl  bind  th(>ir  allies,  tlu^  l\ikap»Mis  and  .Masctuuins, 

iThis  is  apparently  a  resume  (intended  for  the  use  of  the  Council 
of  Marine,  or  of  the  Minister)  of  affairs  in  1726  relating  to  the  Fox- 
niinos  ^var.  Documents  giving:  detailed  accounts  of  these  events  were 
publislKMl  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  iii.  pp.  M8-160.— En. 
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either  by  force  or  by  frieiulsliip,  to  do  the  same  thing;  that  they 
slioiild  surrender  the  prisoners  of  all  the  nations,  etc. 

According-  to  the  information  which  Avas  given  in  1722  by 
j\Ionsieur  de  Vaudreuil  and  hy  the  Conunandant  of  Louisiana, 
that  the  Eenards  luul  begun  ^var  again,  that  tliey  had  made  at- 
tacks on  several  Frenchmen,  and  that  tliey  Avere  Avaging  Avar 
against  tlie  Illinois,  jMonsieur  de  Vaudreuil  Avas  notified  in  writ- 
ing to  take  suitable'  measures  Avitli  Sieur  (k)  Boisbriant,  com- 
mandant for  the  Com})any  of  the  Indies  among  the  Illinois,  to 
oblige  the  Renard  nation  to  give  satisfaction  for  these  insults, 
and  to  constrain  them  to  live  in  })eace ;  and  that  he  ought,  (ui  Ids 
part,  to  incite  the  other  Savages  allied  with  Prance  to  make 
war  upon  the  Eenards,  in  order  to  destroy  them  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  to  send  some  soldiers,  and  to  choose  an  exi)eri(!nced 
officer,  to  go  to  la  Bale  to  put  a  stop  to  their  disturbances. 

Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  sent  Sieur  de  Lignery,  captain.  This 
officer,  in  accordance  Avith  his  orders  from  .Afimsienr  de 
Longueuil,  Commandant  in  Canada  after  tlie  death  of  ]\Ionsieur 
de  Vaudreuil,  caused  the  chiefs  of  the  llenards,  and  those  of  the 
Sakis  and  Puans,  their  allies,  to  assendde  at  la  Baie  on  June  7, 
172G;  and  told  them  in  the  name  of  the  King,  that  they  ought 
to  loAver  tho  Avar-club  against  the  Illinois.  To  this  they  re- 
sponded that  they  had  given  their  ])romis(^  to  maintain  ]")eace, 
and  that  they  knew  that  the  King  had  C(mipassion  ui)(m  them 
beauso  ho  luid  stretched  out  his  arms  to  them.  Idie  \v:iy  in 
Avhidi  they  answercMl  him  assur(Ml  him  that  (hey  had  s]it>ken 
sincerely,  and  that  therc^  Avas  n^ason  to  hope  foi'  a  lirm  and  last- 
ing peace. 

Sieur  de  Lignery  proceeded  to  tak(^  nu>asur(\s  to  insure  this 
peace,  and  ])romised  to  giv(!  them  the  re])ly  of  the  King  in  ii 
year.  IIo  Avrote  at  the  same  time  I0  Sieur  dosli(>t(e,  coninnnnl- 
ant  of  the  (v()m])aiiy  among-  the  Illinois,  to  inform  him  ot  the 
measures  that  lie  had  (aken.  This  leller  contained  anmng  other 
things  the  news  thai  tbe  cliiefs  of  (heso  three  nations  wwr  well 
disposed,  and  thai  they  saw  rh-arly  that  tberi'  was  no  l"tirth(U' 
Mercy  to  be  hopiid  for,  if  they  Avere  not  obeditMit ;  that  tlu^  (Ques- 
tion was  to  detach  th(^  Sioux  from  tlie  alliance^  with  the  lu  nards, 
by  leading  tliem  to  e\]K>ct  some  ])resonts;  and  linally,  to  cut 
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oil""  the  T'enards  froiii  the  route  by  the  8t  Joseph  Jiiver  jiiul  De- 
troit., in  case  they  shoiihl  wisli  to  go  to  the  lro(jiioi.s,  who  hud 
offered  them  an  asyhiiii.  Ife  stated  that  these  were  the  i)urposes 
ho  had  in  mind  in  ])i'()])osiii!i,'  ])eaee  to  tlieni,  in  orch^r  to  proceed 
to  exti-enie  nieasui'es  iiioi'e  easily,  if  tliey  slionld  not  kee])  iheir 
promise;  since  if  tliey  forfeited  that,  it  woiihl  be  nec(\ssary  to 
take  tlie  most  rii;'o]'<nis  measures  to  (h'stroy  tliem  by  force  of 
arms,  assend)lin<i'  tlu^  ti'oops  of  the  two  ('olouies.  ITe  ak-o  dc>- 
chired  tliat  tlu'se  sava;^('s  are  (piite  satisfie*!  at  ])resent  that  the 
peace  v\'ill  not  bo  bi-oken  ;  and  tliat  Oiiadiahi,  ]>riiici])al  cliicf  of 
the  llenarcks,  and  tlie  other  chiefs  \\-avv  made  ihcir  com])atr".ots 
fully  understand  this,  saying-,  "We  now  liold  ilie  l^'i'cnchmnn 
by  the  hand;  but  if  he  esca])es  from  us,  we  are  lost." 

Tie  notified  Siein-  Desliettes  to  s(uid  back  the  JiiMuird  ])rison- 
ors,  as  he  had  U)]<]  their  chiefs  that  h(^  would  act  toward  them 
as  they  did  toward  the  French;  and  he  aihh'd  lliat,  if  all  went 
well,  in  a  year  he  would  agi"ee  to  ha\-e  an  intei-view  at  Chicaizou, 
at  lo  Kochei*,  or  at  la  Ikiie  between  the  Canadian  trihcs,  ihosc 
of  l.ouisiana,  the  Illinois,  an.d  llic  tribes  of  la  Ikiie.  I^'or  tliis 
coirlei'cnce  he  ^vonhl  a])})o!nt  a  time,  an<l  a  rendez\'uus  where 
the  leaders  shouhl  asscnd  le;  and  would  l)uil(l  a  fort,  and  at  tlu; 
same  time  fix  tlie  number  of  French  and  Savages  who  sliouM  lie 
present. 

]\lonsieur  the  ^lar(piis  de  neauharmiis  (•(•utirms  news  of 
this  ])eace,  and  states  that  it  will  be  advantageous  to  strengthen 
it  in  order  to  avoid  war,  the  success  of  whicli,  Ijowever  fortumito 
it  might  b(^,  would  be  very  expcMisive  to  the  two  Colonies.  lie 
says  that  his  desire,  and  that  of  Sieurs  dc^  Lonuucdl  and  de 
Ligm-ry,  is  to  terminate  the  Avar  between  the  Kenards  and  llu* 
Illinois,  by  jmd^ing  alliances  betwecMJ  tlu^se  two  nations;  and 
that  it  will  not  he  al  all  necessary  «tn  this  acco\nit  to  MitandnU 
the  ])urj)os(^  of  delaching,  if  ])ossil)l(',  ihe  Siimx  fi'oin  ihe  iiilor- 
cst.s  of  the  R(>nards;  also  thai  hv  w  ill  lake  nn-isnrcs  wiih  Mon- 
siiMir  l)u])uy"  lo  scud  missiouarios  i.>  ih,-  Sioux.  Ilo  has 
learned  llirough  Monsicui"  do  Lignci-y  (hat  since  llio  promise 
wdiich  the  luMuird,  Saki,  and  Puan  ohii  fs  gav(»  him  al  la 

iClnudo  Thomas  Dupuy.  iitlrr.djiut,  of  Cnnatla  Uonx  .\imMst.  172G.  to 
September.  1728.— Ed. 
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not  to  make  war  any  longer  against  the  Illinois,  two  parties  of 
lienard  Young  men  were  formed,  to  go  and  avenge  the  death 
of  one  of  their  kinsmen ;  that  the  stronger  of  these  two  parties, 
composed  of  10  men,  was  completely  overthrown — 4  of  them 
killed,  and  4  Avonnded  and  captured  by  the  Illinois;  that,  how- 
ever, this  affair  will  have  no  evil  consequence,  if  the  latter  na- 
tion agree  to  send  back  to  tlie  Renard  vilhige  the  prisoners'whom 
they  have  taken,  with  presents  to  cover  the  dead,  according  to 
custom;  and  that  by  this  means  they  will  disarm  the  lienards, 
and  prevent  their  forming  new  parties.  This  is  what  Sieur 
de  Lig-nery  has  ^vritten  to  Sieur  Desliettes  it  Avill  be  expedient 
to  do. 

Monsieur  the  ^larquis  de  Eeauliarnais  sends  a  mcnjorial  on 
the  most  suitable  methods  for  the  strengthening  of  this  peace, 
lie  proposes  to  grant  to  Ouachala,  cliief  of  the  Eenards,  the  re- 
quest which  he  has  especially  made  for  a  I'rench  cliief  to  aid 
him  in  controlling  tlie  Young  men  of  his  village,  and  prevent- 
ing them  from  going  to  seek  jisylum  witli  the  Iroipiois,  and  other 
nations  with  whom  tlicy  wisli  to  take  refuge.  Sieur  Desliettes, 
who  commands  among  the  Illinois  for  the  C^lompany  of  the  In- 
dies, wrote  to  Sieur  de  Lignery  that  the  lienards  are  suspicious, 
and  fearful  of  treason;  that  the  surest  method  will  be  to  de- 
stroy them;  that  he  lias  made  a  ])ro])osi[ioii  to  that  effect  to  the 
Superior  Council  at  i\e\v  Orleans,  and  has  given  advice  re- 
garding this  to  the  Company  of  the  Indies. 

}vronsie\ir  de  Ik-auhaniais  states  that  this  would  be  ih(>  hvttev 
expedient,  but  that  there  would  some  danger,  because  if  it 
were  not  successful,  ^ve  could  no  longer  expect  to  surprise  the 
licnards,  and  beep  Ihciu  coniined  in  lluMr  foil,  as  W(^  did  in  the 
last  war;  and  (hal  it"  llicy  shouhl  Ih'e  lo  the  Sioux  or  to  the 
Ayouets,  thev  anouKI  harass  the  I'^rench  in  th(^  npj>er  eountry, 
and  no  one  could  go  from  one  colony  to  other  wiihoul  run- 
ning the  risk  of  losing'  his  lil'c^,  or  oi'  l)eiug  pluiid(>rod. 

If,  however,  after  tho  nieasuri's  that  ha\(>  Ixhmi  takcMi  to  make 
a  stabh;  ptiace  with  thcui,  llu^v  again  biwik  thcii'  pi'omise.  it.  will 
bo  necessary  to  take  measurers  conjointly  with  the  nations  of  tho 
two  (\»lonies,  (o  subvlr.t*  them  by  force  of  anus. 

In  llie  nieanlinic,  it  is  expedient  that  Si(Mir  1  )»\sl i(M t(\s  should 
have  ?^uri(Mulered  to  the  Kenards  by  the  Illinois  the  prisoners 
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that  they  have  with  them ;  and  that  he  should  not  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  preceding  commandants,  who  have  thought  to  in- 
timidate the  Renards  by  having  their  prisoners  burned — Avhich 
has  served  no  other  purpose  than  to  irritate  them,  and  kindle  a 
more  furious  war.  If,  with  these  precautions  on  the  part  of  the 
Illinois,  the  Renards  can  be  kept  tranquil  henceforth  for  a  year, 
an  interview  with  Sieur  Desliettes  can  be  held  at  Chicagou,  or 
at  le  Eocher,  where  rendezvous  will  be  given  to  the  chiefs  of 
the  Illinois  and  of  la  Bale;  and  where  may  be  determined  the 
number  of  French  and  of  savages,  both  from  the  Illinois,  and 
from  Canada,  who  should  be  present  in  a  fort  constructed  at  the 
rendezvous.  Tlien,  after  the  treaty  of  peace  made  with  the 
Henards  and  tlieir  allies  lias  been  renev/cd,  we  could,  the  fol- 
lowing summer,  have  Ouachala,  Principal  chief  of  the  lienards, 
come  down  to  ]\Iontreal  witli  the  war  chiefs  of  tlie  Sakis,  Puants, 
Kikapous,  Mascoutins,  and  Sioux — one  of  each  of  those  nations 
allied  with  the  Renards,  in  order  to  interrogate  them  regarding 
the  situation  of  affairs  Avhere  tliey  are,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
declare  to  them  the  intentions  of  tlie  King. 

It  Avill  be  suital)lo  at  that  time,  for  Ouacliala,  in  the  presence 
of  these  chiefs  .nnd  of  tliose  of  the  Sautours,  Poutouatamis, 
Outaouas,  and  otlicr  nations  of  the  lakes  to  wliom  it  nuiy  seem 
advisable  to  send  down  a  chief  apioco,  and  also  a  chief  or  two 
from  the  Illinois  to  be  witnesses  of  what  shall  be  cloterinined 
upon  with  the  Penards  and  their  allies,  to  demand  publicly  a 
French  chief;  and  there  will  ])e  no  difficulty  in  granting  hini 
one,  although  this  is  not  the  desire  of  the  (^mnmndants  at  the 
post 'of  la  baic,  avIio  are  without  doubt  op]>osed  to  this  ostal)li8h- 
ment  for  nu^rely  personal  reasons,  which  shoidd  always  be 
waived  for  tlio  v/olfare  of  the  service  and  of  the  Tolony. 

^fessieurs  de  ]k*auharnais  and  l)n])iiy  have  learnotl  from 
Sieur  do  Lignery,  commandant  at  ^1  irliillimakinak,  lhat  the 
Penards  ask  for  a  commandant  and  a  missionary  —  saying  that 
tliey  are  tlie  only  ones  neglecled  ;  and  that  a  commindant  and 
a  missionary  Avonld  give  lliem  the  same  disposition  as  that  of  the 
other  nations,  and  wonid  aid  them  in  r(^<l raining  their  Vonng 
men. 

Father  diardon,  SnjxM  ior  of  the  missions  (>f  tlu^  u]>p(M'  cowu- 
try,  Hta(.(^s  lhat  in  order  to  oblige  the  I;\'nards  to  renniin  Iran- 
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quil,  and  in  awe  of  ns,  it  v.'ill  be  a<lvis;i])]c :  first,  to  deprive  them 
of  the  i'efui>'e  wliicli  they  lia\'e  ])rovi(h'd  aniong  tlie  Si<nix;  and 
for  this  purpo^ie,  to  ])revent  any  one  from  i^ivimi-  tlif^ni  any  Jiicr- 
chandise  for  uliieh  they  may  a])piy  at  tlie  po.^ts  at  hi  liaie  dc3 
Pnants  and  at  the  river  St.  Jose|>h  ;  and  to  eU'eetually  prevent 
this  sale,  it  will  he  necessary  to  al'oHsli  these  two  posts,  wliere 
the  trade  in  brandy,  as  well  as  in  merchandise,  is  notorions,  the 
comnnindants  having  pnrchased  these  posts.  Secondly,  to  l)iock 
their  passage  to  the  Iroqnois.  ddiii-dly,  to  give  loose  rein  to  all 
the  savages  who  nmy  undertake  to  nndvc  war  n])on  ihem,  wliicli 
will  so  weaken  tliem  thiat,  liaving  no  n.ieans  of  defending  them- 
selves, they  will  be  obliged  to  snecuhd)  entirely;  and  when  we 
arc  cstal)lishe(l  among  tlie  Sionx,  the  Uemird  will  Im:^  forced,  in 
spite  of  himself,  to  remain  (juiet.  J>y  thehe  measures  we  nnty 
be  spared  the  expense  of  a  war,  whose  success  is  very  (lo\d)tfnl, 
since  the  liemirds  luive  an  assnr(Ml  refuge  among  the  Sionx.^ 


1727:    FOXES  PROMISE  TO  KEEP  THE  PEACE. 

[Letter  from  Governor  Beaiiharnois  to  the  Minister;  dated  May  18, 
1727.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minist6re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark, 
"Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  voL  49,  c.  11,  foL  77."] 

MoNSEiGNEiiii — In  October  last  I  had  the  honor  to  render 
you  an  Account  of  what  had  happened  at  la  l>aye  since  the  jour- 
ney made  there  last  year  by  ]\Ionsieur  de  Lignery  for  th(?  ])ur- 
pose  of  negotiating  j)eace  between  the  IJenards  and  the  Tlimds. 
As  I  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  insl ructions  that  you  did  me  The 
honor  to  give  me  concerning  this  alfair,  I  had  resolved  to  seiul 
Monsieur  de  Lignery  back  to  la  I^aye  this  Spring,  to  iHUiiplete 
his  work  and  to  sirengthen  a  ])(\ice  that  did  not  as  yet  aj^pcar  to 
be  very  firni.  The  Account  that  Monsietir  du  Plessis  (who  has 
sticceeded  llonsienr  Anniritcm  in  the  conniiand  of  tlic  post  of 
la  Baye)  has  given  me  of  the  ]U'esent  state  of  tlu^  Kennrds* 
affairs  —  sending  me  a  ('opy  of  the  words  spokiMi  in  my  name 


1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Approvod.  what  tliey  propose  in  order  to 
secure  peace,  and  to  render  it  st;il)le." 
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to  the  Chiefs  of  the  ^N^ations  ^vho  came  to  la  Baye,  Avith  the  re- 
sponses given  by  them  to  tlie  Oiiicer  second  in  coiinnand,  in  pres- 
ence of  Eeverencl  Fatlier  Cliardon,  th.c  missionary  at  La  Baye, 
and  of  the  Interpretei",  wlio  liave  si^aned  and  certified  tlie  Copy 
as  being-  correct — decided  me  to  tliink  no  longer  of  sending 
]\Ionsieur  de  Lignery  to  la  Baye.  This  I  Avas  more  Willing  to 
do,  since  the  Journey  conld  have  been  taken  only  at  great  ex- 
pense, Avliich  mnst  1)0  charged  solely  to  the  Iving's  Account. 
That  ofhcer  writes  me,  Monseigneur,  tlnit  since  liis  arrival  at 
la  Baye,  all  the  tribes  of  the  Benards  and  their  allies,  who  do- 
sired  nanght  bnt  war,  now  seem  aninnvted  l)y  (piite  opposite  sen- 
timents; that  they  all  ]n'omis(Ml  him  to  go  no  lon^oj-r  on  tliG 
war-path,  and  lo  Listen  to  no  other  words  than  (luxse  of  the 
King  their  true  father.  The  Conrier  des])atehed  by  the  Sieur 
Dnplessis  to  bring  me  this  news,  has  also  assured  me  that  the 
chiefs  of  all  tliose  tribes  will  not  fail  to  come  down  lo  ^Jontrcal 
this  fcjpring. 

I  could  not  ]\fonseigneui',  lose  the  opportunity  of  coinmuni-  ' 
eating  this  Xews  to  you  by  a  vessel  (hat  sails  fi-om  this  town  for 
Isl(3  lioyalle.  I  Likjw  liow  you  ha\-e  this  matter  at  lleari,  and  I 
was  very  happy  to  be  in  a  position  on  my  arrival  at  Afontreal  to  I, 
give  yon  proofs  oi  my  attention  to  exerylliing  iliat  you  have 
clone  me  tlie  honor  of  reconmiending  to  me,  and  of  the  ]n'ofound 
respect  with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  ^slonseigrieui',  Yonr  very  ]iund)le  and 
obedient  servant, 

Beauiiahnois. 

MoxiiMJAT,,  Tnis  ISni  ok  May,  1727. 

V.  S.  L  must  not  forget,  \L)ns(U*gneur,  tlint  ^Fessicurs  Tlie 
Baron  de  Longueuil  and  d'aigremoni ,  to  whom  T  Inive  eonnnn- 
nicat(Ml  tliis  nuittei-,  arc  (d'  the  same  opinion  ns  n\yself.  The' 
]at  ler  bas  beg^'ed  UKMiol  (o  mcul  ion  li i ui,  It  s|  it  iiiiLihl  jiaiu  Won- 
sienr  Tbe  luleiidanl;  but  \\\  ibc  absence  dt"  llu'  latter  1  bave 
d(U*nied  it  my  duty  tn  do  so  - whicb  ~  lo  bru  ^"ou.  .\L>n- 
seigneur,  to  be  ])leas('d  to  s(Mid  tli{>  ausw(M'  dirocl  to  me.  ^lon- 
sieui"  de  Lignei'N',  to  wbom  I  bave  comuiuuieatod  'Idio  ncnvs  that 
]  lia\('  rec('i\'ed  iVoiu  la  L»ay(',  ami  wbo  wa-  with  \\\o<v  (ienth^- 
inen,  t(dd  nie  llial  bo  was  ready  to  obey;  but  tbal  \\c  luid  already 
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incurred  some  expense,  which  he  hoped  I  would  cause  to  be 
placed  to  his  Credit  by  the  King.  I  shall  have  this  looked  into 
by  Monsieur  Daigreinont,  pending  The  arrival  of  Monsieur  the 
Intondant.  B. 


1727:    EXTRAORDINARY  EXPENSES   INCURRED  BY  WESTERN 

COMMANDANTS. 

[Letter  of  the  Intendant  Dupuy  to  the  Minister;  dated  Oct.  20,  1727. 
Source,  same  as  that  of  the  preceding  document,  but  fol.  391.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — Sicur  de  Lignery  has  expressed  to  us  all  due 
Gratitude  for  what  you  have  done  Eespocting  the  Expenses  that 
he  had  incurred  for  the  Savages.  V\^e  had  the  honor  of  Writing 
to  you  about  it  and  of  supporting  his  request,  solely  because  it 
appeared  to  us  to  he  an  Extraordinary  expense,  inasmuch  as  it 
did  not  form  part  of  the  expenditure  that  he  was  obliged  to  in- 
cur for  the  Exploitation  of  his  post,  and  as  being  of  a  lialure 
which  entitled  him  to  Iiciiidjursement.  It  Avas  also  upon  tliat 
Consideration  that  Sieur  Dupuy  came  to  an  agreement  with 
him  by  paying  him  a  portion  of  the  sum,  l)cing  Confident  that 
you  would  not  disapprove  it. 

And  As  Sieur  Delignery  is  thei'el)y  ])aid  2,20S  livres,  which 
are  taken  from  the  funds  of  the  Colony,  We  Beg  you  to  grant 
that  it  be  repaid  to  us. 

There  are  at  present  two  other  Commandants  —  one  at  la 
Baye,  the  Sieur  duplessis  faber;  and  the  other,  the  SiiMir  de 
Viliers,  at  the  Iviver  of  Saint  Joseph — Avho  have  sidHiiiltod 
accounts  for  similar  services,  namely:  The  Sieur  ])u]dossis 
faber,  an  Account  amounting  to  Two  thou:^ainl  Six  llmulrcd 
and  one  Livres,  Ou'tified  by  ibe  Missionary;  And  tlie  Siour 
Deviliers,  an  Account  for  tlie  Sum  of  Five  llumlred  and  twt  nly 
three  livres,  also  C'ertitied  by  tlie  iMissiomiry. 

Sieur  Dupuy  has  paid  a  Ihousand  livn\s  ot'  \\\v  former,  and 
the  Sum  of  Two  Hundred  and  Eifty  livres  of  the  latter,  Ixnh 
on  a(;connt,  pending  your  diHMsion,  ^^onseignl^ur,  as  to  tln^  "Re- 
mainder. 
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Those  two  Commandants,  whose?  Posts  have  become  more 
onerous  in  consequence  of  the  present  state  of  affairs,  certainly 
seem  to  deserve  the  Amount  mentioned  in  their  Accounts.  But 
we  are  compelled  to  call  Your  attention  to  this  point:  that  if 
the  Commandants  advance  presents  for  the  Savages  to  accom- 
pany the  Words  that  tliey  say  to  them,  tliey  also  receive  some 
from  the  savages,  Avhich  might  w^ell  Compensate  them. 

We  have  tlie  honor  to  Be  witli  very  profound  respect,  ^\Ion- 
seigiieur.  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

DUPUY. 

[BEAiaiAUXOIS.] 

Quebec,  October  20,  1727. 


1727:    ANSWER    TO    COMPLAINTS    OF    DETROIT  HABITANTS 
AGAINST  THE  COMMANDANT'S  MONOPOLY  OF  FUR  TRADE. 

[Letter  of  the  Intendant  Diipuy  to  the  Minister;  dated  Oct.  20,  1727. 
Source,  same  as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  fol.  271.] 

I  had  not  then  an  exact  idea  of  the  Post  of  Detroit,  when  I 
had  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  tlie  representations  of  tlie 
Habitants  of  Detroit,  Tliat  the'  Exclusive  right  to  Trade  grnnti^d 
to  the  Commandant  was  detrimental  to  tlie  growth  of  that  phico. 
I  thought  that,  since  the  Time  when  this  Post  was  Established, 
a  sufficient  number  of  families  had  gone  thither  to  allow  of  the 
habitants  dividing  into  two  Classes ;  and  that  some  would 
remain  to  cultivate  the  Band,  while  the  others  by  means  of 
Trade — wliicli  really  ought  to  be  free  in  a  Colony  —  would  go 
to  a  distance  to  seek  what  the  former  required. 

I  have  reconsidcrcnl  that  too  General  opinion,  iii  consequence 
of  the  Explanation  that  has  since  been  given  me.  That  is,  that 
in  fact  there  are  as  Yet  only  twenty-eight  or  thirty  ITabitants; 
And  that  Corn  that  sells  at  forty  sols  a  minot  in  the  (^dony  has 
been  worth  at  that  Place  as  mnch  as  i?r>  livres  A  luinot,  and  at 
present  is  worth  22  livres,  and  other  articles  in  }>roporti<ui.  As 
Kegards  the  b^xclusive  right  to  Trade,  it  must  also  bo  under- 
stood that  tliis  Privilege  relates  only  to  the  goods  for  tho  fur 
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Trade;  and  in  no  wise'  concerns  any  of  The  other  Gooihs  liandled 
in  more  general  Connnerce,  for  the  needs  of  the  Habitants. 
Accordingly,  the  Ilaljitants  are  free  to  go  and  come,  and  to  pro- 
cnre  tlie  same  for  tliemselves.^ 

One  of  the  Complaints  that  I  Ponnd  in  memorials  that  liad 
been  Sent  to  me  Was,  Moreover,  that  the  Sieur  de  Tonty  had 
sublet  His  Exclnsive  privilege  to  several  persons,  and  tli'at  he 
should  Exploit  it  liimself  rather  tliaii  allow  it  to  be  exercised 
by  several,  thus  increasing  tlie  nund)er  of  persons  to  ol-tain  nn 
advantage  Over  Tliem. 

The  three  objects  of  those  representations  ai'e,  tlierefore: 
The  Exclnsive  riglit  to  tlie  Fur  Trade;  The  suldetting  of  tlie 
same  by  ]\lonsieur  de  Tonty;  AwA  ihc  Trade  in  ollici"  jiood.s. 
AATtli  regard  to  the  Exclusive  Privilege,  it  A\'ould  have  been  Im- 
possible to  Enact  anything  here  resi)ecting  it,  |  becau>e  |  Eir-t: 
It  has  been  granted  by  the  Jving  and  it  mu.-)t  continue  until  the 
Xing  be  jjleased  to  re\'ohe  it.  The  Sieur  d(?  Tonty  hcdds  it 
under  an  onerous  Title,  which  consists  in  his  l^eing  charged 
with  all  the  exjx'nse  of  the  Tost  —  not  only  lor  tlie  Oliicers  and 
Soldiers  who  may  be  in  (Jarrison  there  (to  Avhom  the  I\ing  will 
pay  only  their  allowances  and  salary,  and  their  Clothing  Taken 
from  His  warehouses),  but  for  the  support  of  the  cha]dain  and 
of  the  Surgeon,  and  for  the  ])resents  to  b(^  gi\-en  the  savages.  To 
all  this  ihe  iCing  Is  not  oblige<l  to  conlril)ute  in  any  manner- — 
as  is  exi)ressly  set  forth  in  the  King's  memorial  lo  Messieurs  de 
Vaudreuil  and  Begon,  (hit(Ml  June  15,  \  7--2. 

Secondly:  It  aifects  only  ihe  goods  j'or  ilie  fur  li'.ide.  And 
This  has  nolliing  in  ('ommon  wilii  v,ha(  \y\\\  more  or  le<-  t'acili- 
tate  the  Eslablishnien!  of  lhi>  llahilanls.  Th.- fad  ihal  ih-.  M"  Tnr- 
'^^Frade  Goods  jire  Soh-ly  in  ihe  haiid>  of  Mou^ienr  (h'  Tonly  van 
]nleresl  onl\'  ihe  Merchan(>;  (d'  Monlreal.  who  ilif-relty  htM«  \he 
sab'  of  some  ()n(ii(s;  hnl  il  is  \ot  riom  iheir  Monlhs  ihi^c 

)  Diipny  refers  to  ii  ])o(ilioii  I'loni  Ihc  lie  truit  colouiols,  datod  Oi  l.  L'l. 
n2'6,  protcstinj^  ar;ninst  their  oxilusion  from  tiio  Indian  tra-io.  This 
document,  with  the  answers  made  thereto  by  Ali^honse  do  Tonty  r.iul 
some  traders  to  whom  h(^  had  suhli  t  a  part  of  his  own  monopoly,  and 
Louis  XlV't;  ordinanee  (dat(>d  Awwv  11).  M'2'1)  rer,u!alin,c:  the  privilegos 
and  dntics  of  the  Detroit  connna ndaut,  are  i;iv(>n  in  ]Vis.  Hist.  Colls., 
iii.  pp.  li;7-177.— Ki). 
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coni])laiiits  conic" — we  owe  tlicsc  attentions  only  to  Tlie  per- 
sonal Interests  of  tlie  Detroit  Habitants.  But,  as  the  Sieur  de 
Toiity  and  his  Sul)-fariners^  ninst  always  oljr;;in  at  (JueliCc  or  at 
Montreal  tlieir  sn]i})ly  of  merchandise  suited  to  the  fur  Tratle 
(and  even  other  Kinds  of  inerchandis(;) ,  or  have  the  same 
brought  out  from  rrance,  this  does  no  Injury  to  either  the  King- 
dom or  the  Colony. 

Whether  the  Sieur  de  Tonty  Ex]d(nts  His  privileiic  himself 
or  causes  it  to  he  Exploited,  the  fact  is  Still  of  no  interest — be- 
cause, as  it  relates  to  fur-Trade  Goods,  it  is  a  personal  matter 
that  concerns  only  the  Savages,  and  not  the  Habitants  of  tho 
Country,  who  are  free  to  provide  Themselves  ^vith  everything 
needed  for  tlieir  subsistence.  The  question  Avhether  one  should 
Exploit  a  privilege  oneself,  or  allow  it  to  be  Exploited  by  sev- 
eral Sub-farmers,  applies  only  in  the  case  of  taxes  Imposed; 
since  the  sub-fiirniers  of  thehc  frecpiently  distur!)  the  adminis- 
tration by  Harassing  the  people,  through  Coercive  acts  and  costs, 
more  than  the  farmers  Theuiselves  wouhl  hax'c*  (hme."  And 
there  is  her(^  no  (juesiion  <d"  a  right  whose*  }'>xlenslon  to  several 
Agents  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  ])ublic.  It  is  quite  the  Con- 
trary. And  it  may  be  said  that  the  nimd)er  of  sub-farmers  for 
that  Trade,  constitttting  a  greater  nund)er  of  ^Merchants,  thus 
]daces  the  goods  in  more  haiuls,  and  causes  them  to  lower  the 
price,  for  the  reason  tiuit  a  larger  number  of  ^lereliants  are 
su])])lied  Avith  the  goods. 

Eut,  since  !Monsieur  de  Tonty  and  his  sub-farm(U's  are, 
through  the  opporttmity  afforded  by  the  Eur-Trade,  enabled  to 
Trade  in  the  other  goods  needed  at  Detroit,  Tliis  is  a  point  which 
must  b(^  considered,  to  see  whether  they  do  not  take  advantage 
of  it.  With  I'cgai'd  to  this  the  follow  ing  relieeiion  uuiy  l)e  made. 
Either  the  jx-oph;  (tf  Detroit  are  in  a  Eosilidu  tlu^.nselvos  to  on- 
gag(>  iu  Coirnnerce  and  to  go  for  tlieii-  goods  at  a  distance,  or 
th(  y  are  not.  If  They  Arc  in  such  a  I*ositi(m  they  are  at  ]ier- 
fect  libei'ty  to  do  so  —  ])^o^•i<led,  neverlbeless,  tlini  il  be  Si>lely 
with         ])roduce  of  tlieir  Lauds.     Ouee  nuu'e,  tlie  M\elusi\o 

1  The  traders  to  whom  lie  had  ]v\  ( "  faniKMl " )  the  iviuW  monop- 
oly.—Ei». 

iiSee  ]».  177,  noic  2,  ante. — En. 
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privilege  granted  to  the  Sieur  cle  Tonty  only  applies  to  Goods 
for  the  Fur-Trade,  ^^^ly  do  they  not  go  and  get  the  other  goods 
Avith  tlie  Corn  And  other  fruits  that  they  harvest? 

If  that  1)0  inipossihle,  owing  to  The  Enormous  distance  be- 
tv/cen  the  Places  and  the  Inadequacy  of  their  number,  Is  it  not 
an  advantage  to  them  that  some  one  should  supply  Iliinsolf  with 
these  goods,  in  order  that  they  may  Find  them  when  Accessary; 
That  some  one  should  iucur  the  expense  and  Itun  the  risks  ? 

Accordingly,  it  would  only  remain  to  Consider  the  question 
of  the  prices  at  which  the  goods  should  be  Held ;  and  Whether 
Sieur  de  Tonty  or  his  sub-farmers  have  not  taken  Too  great  an 
advantage  of  the  Impossibilit}^  or  of  the  few  Opportunities  that 
the  Detroit  Habitants  Avould  find  for  going  themselves  to  a  dis- 
tance to  obtain  what  they  need.  ISTow  that  tlie  habitants  should 
be  able  to  do  so  is  impossible,  and  would  even  tend  to  Defeat  the 
object  of  their  establishment.  In  fact,  how  can  it  be  possible 
that  out  of  28  or  30  Habitants,  who  are  some  two  or  Three  hun- 
dred League's  Distant  from  the  towns  of  the  Colony,  a  portion 
should  detach  tliemselves  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  provisions, 
Cloths,  materials,  and  Implements  to  their  Fellow- J  ral)itants, 
and  that  they  should  purchase  this  merchandise  with  tlic  mere 
products  of  their  Farms  —  as  they  have  been  commaiuled  to  do, 
in  order  tliat  tliey  should  not  abandon  Farming?  How  could 
they  carry  grain  for  tbe  Distance  of  at  least  two  Hundred 
leagues  that  separates  Detroit  from  ^Montreal,  and  Across  all 
the  Portages,  in  order  to  provide  themscdves  with  Linens,  StulYs, 
and  other  Articles  to  bring  back  with  Tbem  ?  That  is  not  pos- 
sible. The  Hit(Mition  in  this  was,  to  allow  them  to  I'rade  only 
between  I'hemscdves,  in  their  own  proihiee,  in  (n^b  r  lo  Lnt'onr- 
agc  them  to  Settle  at  Detroit,  where  tlie  (dimate  is  the  linest  in 
(Janada.  Tins,  nevcu'theless,  th(>y  do  no!  do.  And  we  are  In- 
formed that  tliose  peo})le  carry  on  (mly  the  Commerce  el"  llie  fur 
Trade,  And  will  not  be  dependent  (Ui  tlie  Comnnuidant. 

The  excessive  Lrici'  of  Corn  in  dial  (^narler  >lio\\s  li«>\v  linl  • 
progress  has  hilherlo  been  niad(^  by  tliat  Settlement,  and  tbe 
little  possibility  that  exists,  on  the  Hal)itants'  part,  of  procuring 
there  for  Tliemselvc^s  wliat  they  ;  we  also  S(H^  how  Impor- 

tant it  is  (hat  tli(*  few  ILabitantvS  there  should  nol  be  diverloJ 
from  the  (^nllivalion  o\'  the  Soil. 
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I  have  been  sho^\n  invoices  of  Goods,  as  sold  by  Sieur  de 
Tonty's  People.  They  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  dear;  and 
you  will  observe,  jMonseigneur,  that  the  Detroit  Habitants  ad- 
mit that  the  goods  liave  been  offered  to  them  on  fairly  advanta- 
geous Terms;  and  that  they  merely  say,  in  this  respect,  tliat  the 
goods  Avere  offered  to  them  at  a  Time  when  they  could  not  take 
advantage  of  them. 

I  have  not  seen  a  person  at  Montreal  who  has  corroborated 
their  complaints ;  but  since  my  departure  from  ]\rontreal  I  have 
learned  that  Monsieur  The  Governor-General  has  relieved  Sieur 
de  Tonty  of  his  Post,  for  reasons  which  he  Avill  most  probably 
have  given  you. 

Sieur  de  Tonty's  farmers  have  since  come  to  represent  to  me 
that  they,  as  well  as  Sieur  de  Tonty,  were  Disturbed  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  privilege.  They  stated  that  they  advanced  supplies 
for  the  Post;  and  that,  even  if  Sieur  de  Tonty  had  deserved  to 
be'  relieved,  owing  to  dereliction  from  duty,  his  Exclusive  privi- 
lege should  always  remain  Executory  in  the  persons  of  his  farm- 
ers— who  have  entered  upon  the  undertaking  on  tlie  faith  of  a  ' 
privilege  that  was  given  by  tlie  King,  and  rests  solely  with  the 
King.  ISTotwithstanding  this,  permits  have  Ifoeu  given  in  virtue 
of  this  revocation,  whereby  as  many  as  Eive  Canoes  have  been  i 
sent  up,  and  tlieir  Trade  has  been  Broken  up.  As  Siour  de 
Tonty  had  been  relieved,  and  this  makes  the  case  a  more  private 
one,  I  did  not  wish  to  take  Cognizance  of  it. 

I  add  to  these  notes  a  Duplicate  of  the  answer  that  I  have  the 
honor  to  give  to  Your  Despatch  of  July  28,  1720,  a  (^oi)y  of 
which  ]\ronsieur  de  Bcauharnois  sent  me,  but  without  inform- 
ing me  of  the  answer  that  he  intended  to  give.  The  Distance 
that  separated  us  from  one  another  compelled  me  to  Send  you 
Separately  the  Information  that  I  was  able  to  Obtain  in  the! 
Country  respecting  the  Trade  in  Horses,  which  was  luontioiied 
in  the  despatch. 

I  shall  conclude,  Monseigncur,  by  asking  from  you  the  samo 
Indulgence  wherewith  3^ou  liave  been  pleased  to  encourage  me. 
There  Are  an  infinite  number  of  cases  in  This  Country,  and 
they  multiply  daily.  It  is  no  easy  task  to  Write  them  in  so  pre- 
cise a  liianner  as  is  N^(MH\«'sary  for  a  ^riiiist(M'  of  Youv  ]iiMuMra- 

I 
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tion ;  and  Obstnclcs  tliat  I  liad  not  i^lxpcvted  have  taken  so  nuicli 
of  niy  Time  during  tlie  Course  of  the  year  that  I  Fear  lest,  in 
the  sliort  space  left  nie  hy  the  Ships  —  And  during  which  I  Avas 
ill  for  nearly  a  fortnight — I  have  heea  unahh-  lu  give  all  the 
Infornuition  that  you  nuiy  have  desired  i'lom  ^le. 

Your  Enliglitennient,  ]\lonseigneur,  Avill  sui)ply  niy  defects; 
and  I  trust  that,  in  excusing  niy  AA^ork,  you  Avill  consider  solely 
the  desire  that  I  have  Had  to  do  hetter,  the  uni(pie  and  Invisible 
attaclinient  that  1  shall  have  throughout  Uiy  Life  for  the  iving's 
service,  and  tlie  profound  Itespect  with  VN'hich  1  can  never  Cease 
to  Be, 

Monseigneur,  Your  very  liuniLle  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Duruv. 

At  Qukuec,  October  20th,  1727. 


1727:    ENGLISH    INTRIGUES   AMONG  THE   WESTERN  TRIBES; 

FOXES  Disaffected;  french  will  again  wage  war 

AGAINST  THEM. 

[Letter  of  Beaiiluuiiois  and  Dupuy  to  the  Minister;  (hited  Oct.  25, 
1727.    Source,  frunie  as  that  of  prrceding  (locumeMt,  l)ut  lol.  48.1 

iM().\sj:i(;.\i'U;K'  —  Wv  liave  the  bdiior  hi  rei)r('sent  lo  you  in 
our  answer  to  llie  Iving's  nieuioriai  ibat  the  I'higlisli,  \\]\()  arc 
jealous  of  tlie  Tra(h'  eairicd  on  hy  tbc  I'^rench  w'wh  tlu'  savage 
tribes  of  tlie  up]>"i'  cnuntry,  li-y  in  cNcry  ])o>vibl(^  w;iy  to  l)epi-i\o 
the  Fi-ench  cf  ll  :it  trade,  and  to  mnk;-  thcni  obj.'ct^  nf  suspicion 
to  tbc  Savages,  a  orcat  nunibcr  ol'  wlioni  they  have  \v<mi  onci"  l>y 
jneans  (tf  considerable  pi'e-<  iit<,  wbicli  tbey  t'onliiniidlv  Lii\'(» 
lliem.  \Vv  are  also  inloi  nied  tbat  lbe\  b;ive  sen!  CoHar-  ulnb'r- 
gronnd  to  all  the  sav'ai^e  tribes  anioii'j,  wlmm  tbc  I'reiicli  lni\e 
j)os(s  or  r^stablisbiiienls,  to  ui"ge  tli(  ni  t'l  I'et  rid  ot"  tbi'  I''i"encli. 
and  to  Slaughter  1  he  garri-on- ;  And  lli  il  the  Keiiards,  who  hav(> 
received  suc  h  Collars,  ha\'e  said  thai  they  would  no  longei'  sulTer 
any  I'l'eneb  among  iheni.  .\nd  W(>  als(»  have  the  hon«»r  to  write 
to  ^^^n,  iMonseij.Mieur,  lhal  inasiinicb  as  tlii-  int\»rination  has  i\c 
terniined  us  l(t  ^^a!'e  war  in  earnest  a  gainst  ilu-  Keiiards  to  fnre- 
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stall  tlicir  evil  designs,  The  Sieur  Marquis  de  Bcauliarnois  will 
next  Spring'  take  tlie  pro])er  measures  for  the  Execution  of  that 
project,  in  connection  Avitli  Avliich  lie  has  already  made  arrange- 
ments of  which  he  will  have  the  honor  of  rendering  you  an 
Account.  But,  ^lonseigneur,  we  have  not  thought  of  asking 
you  for  the  funds  needed  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  that 
war — which,  with  every  Economy  on  our  part,  cannot  be  less 
than  G0,000  livres.  Wo  cannot  help  nuiking  this  advance,  hut 
we  Hope  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  have  that  sum  re- 
paid to  us  by  a  supplementary  grant,  and  without  curtailing 
any  portion  of  what  we  take  the  li])erty  of  asking  of  ycu  for 
other  expenditure.  Tlie  fresh  Enterprises  of  the  English,  and 
the  threats  of  the  savages  who  wish  to  throw  oif  the  yoke,  have 
reduced  this  Colony  to  An  Exti'cMuity  tliat  sufficiently  justifies 
the  necessity  of  the  war  against  the  lienards,  and  the  Impor- 
tance of  striking  a  Signal  blow,  that  luay  lower  the  pride  of  the 
savages  and  overtlirow  the  projects  of  our  Enemies. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  ^lon- 
seigneur.  Your  very  hundde  and  very  o])e(lient  servants, 

Beauhauxois.  Dupuy. 

Af  QuKREC,  this  25th  of  October,  1727. 


INDLX 


IIY  EMMA  HELEN  liLATR 


[Names  of  Bays,  Canals,  Falls,  Islands,  Missions,  I'oitago.s,  Ilapids,  Rivers, 
Ships,  JiUd  Straits  r.rii  ^rouyed  iiuder  these  respective  heads,  instead  of  the  indi- 
vidual uamts.] 


.  I 


AiJKNAKi-]Mohegans,    allies    of  English, 

Abenakis  ( Abenacjuis) ,  GG,  102,  143,  220; 
location,  334  ;  missions  to,  337  (.see 
also  :Missions)  ;  refuse  to  join  Foxes 
against  French,  432  ;  among  Foxes, 
435  ;  must  not  go  into  uppur  country, 
440. 

Acadia,  337  ;  English  invade,  102. 
Accault,  Michel,  travels  v»'ith  Hennepin, 
ICS,  100. 

Avcf  rubniin  and  aaccharluinn,  107.  See 
Maple  and  Plainc. 

Achiganaga,  Ottawa  chief,  Duhith  pun- 
ishes his  sous  for  murder,  114-124  ; 
death,  125. 

Achilings,  location,  120. 

Acorns,  as  food,  10,  24,  88. 

Adoi)tion,  among  Indians,  202  ;  of 
French  by  Indians,  1,  123,  228;  of 
guests,  calumet  song  in,  27. 

Adultery,  how  punished  among  Indians, 
302,  375. 

Agriculture,  among  Indians,  12,  20,  20, 
30,  55,  5(5.  58,  07,  70,  75.  84,  00,  115, 
170,  218,  244,  257,  203,  200,  200,  300, 
354,  350,  303,  307  -371,  374,  370— 
taught  by  Jesuits,  170;  anu)iig  Fi'cnch 
settlers,  308,  332,  474  ;  importance!  of 
to  Canada,  133. 

Aigremonf,  l"'ran(;ois  ( Mairambault  d", 
250.  470;  instr\ictions  given  lo,  212- 
247;  reports  to  government,  'J50  202; 
feasts  Iro(iuols  chiefs.  'jiK'.  ;  .-ijlves 
opinion  ns  to  Fox  wnr,  ;!(i.">  ;  letter  lo 
Poiitcharlraln,  205  207;  died,  100. 

Aiouez,  413.     Sec  lovvas. 

Albanol,  Cliarles,  Jesuit.  00.  113,  115; 
at  Green  liny,  t)7  ;  skeli-h,  88. 

Albany,  N.  V..  trade  oT,  willi  North- 
woHtern  tribes,  3.0";  hidiaiis  procure 
brandy  at,  330.    See  Oiange. 

Algonkin  language,  370.  371.  373;  words 
and  phrases.  3.  10.  40.  49,  OS,  1,30. 
281,  30(5  300.  Dialects-  ]\Iiaml  and 
Illinois.  410;  Mcnonionee  and  0,|il)wn. 
411;  Menomonees  said  lo  have  n  se 
cret  language,  411. 


Algonkins  ( Algompuns) ,  3,  0,  14,  22,  55, 
57,  ."0,  SO,  82,  84,  85,  03,  04,  08,  124  ; 
mode  of  life  and  ijopulation,  410 ; 
make  peace  with  Iro(iuois,  1  ;  take 
refm^e  among  French,  11. 

Algonquiau  family,  13,  21,  40,  102,  114, 
117,  132,  180,  103. 

Aliuiibegon,  11,  21.    Sec  I^ake  Nepigou. 

Allegan  county,  Mich.,  101. 

Alliiint.  301.    See  tJarlic. 

Allouez  (d'  Allouesi,  Claude  Jean,  Jes- 
uit, 0,  30,  42,  50,  50-02,  G4-G0,  78, 
80,  82  84,  80-88,  03-00,  104,  112-114, 
117,  208;  location  of  first  mission,  08; 
labors  in  ^Visconsin,  57-02.  04-71,  80- 
8S,  0;;-05,  07-00,  104  ;  report  on.  07- 
71;  among  Illinois,  03,  113,  114; 
among  IMiamis,  00,  100;  goes  to  Que- 
bec, (51  ;  si)eeeli  to  Indians,  78  ;  con- 
f<'rs  with  I.a  Durantnye,  112;  sketch, 
:;2  ;  eiled,  27.  ;12,  42. 

.Viton,  IlliiK.is.  00. 

.\mai(Hie,  Indian  runner,  208. 

Amarilon,  —  d",  {(unmandant  at  CJreen 
15ay,  444-450,  450,  401,  4(;2  ;  super- 
sedetl,  408. 

Amawensa,  an  Illinois,  commits  suicide, 
4(;o. 

.\ml)assadors,  olfer  i)resent3,  2;  treach- 

ero\isly  sl.ain.  4,  03). 
America.  31.  108. 

Amerien.  North.  34.  102.  178.  100. 
A  DK  i-iran  A  ii  lliioitoloi/ist ,  <-iled.  0. 
Ame.-ican  Ant  Icjuarian  Society.  I'l  occcd- 
0.  71. 

Aiiicivna  ("(tlhntir  It  i'^ti»i<at  HcKrai  cites, 

A  iitoiciiii  XdluKtlist .  157. 

.\mikoues  (.\miko('s.  .NmikiuK^ls.  Anilo- 
kis.  H(>aver  (ribo).  120;  lleo  lo  I..mUc 
Neidgon.  21  ;  at  Sanit  Ste.  Marie.  20; 
Jesuits  with,  SO.  82;  trade  with  Iro- 
quois. 335. 

AmiuunKion.  Indian.*?  olitaln.  from 
I'riMicli.  253.  350.  301.  3S4.  300;  sent 
lo  Fort  1*  I  ltd  I  Her.  lOS.  100.  See  Firo- 
arms  and  Cunpowder. 

.Vmnesly.  crnnled  lo  conreurs  de  bolR. 
100,  221,  202.  403. 
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Amoui-s,  —  d',  231.  1 

Anakipita  ( Assakipitr  j ,  Illinois  chief,  j 
envoy  to  Uutisiu',  45:5  ;  spi-ech  by,  45(J  -  j 
403.  j 

Andrc',  Louis,  .7(-siiit,  84  ;  labors  wilh  j 
Lake  Huron  tribe.s,  7".),  80  ;  in  Wiscon-  j 
sin,  «;'.,  8(;,  87,  i);M>5,  'J7,  !)'.),  113  ;  1 
sketch,  OG  ;  cited,  24. 

Auialrau  (Anjalrau),  12.";,  120,  2U0,  | 
203.    See  I^njalrau. 

Animals,  regarded  as  spirits,  ~}'2. 

Antaya,  appeilati<»n  of  Canadian  family, 
423-420.    See  Telletier. 

Anticosti,  fisheries  at,  80. 

Aoutgamona,  Illinois  chief,  visits  Mi- 
amis,  457.    See  Chevreuil  ];ianc. 

Aoyest,  320.    See  lovvas. 

Aimqiiois  (mats),  3(50,  .*!(;S,  309,  374. 

Ai)ples,  wild  in  Wisconsin,  08;  near  De- ! 
troit,  129,  300. 

Ara>;aia,  an  Illinois,  son  captured  by 
Foxes,  401. 

Ai"apaoumeta,  an  Illinois,  son  captured 
by  Foxes,  4(J1. 

Arcliives,  cited  :  Paris,  xi,  2r)l-2(;0, 
a.",8-340,  403— Ministere  des  ('(jlonies, 
114,  12r)-132,  173-177.  232.  208,  303- 
307,  310-338,  341-34!),  303-400,  428- 
431.  433-403;  Quebec  I»rovincial,  204- 
2  08,-  338-34  0,  4  1  8-4  2  2  ,  42  7,  4  2  8,  4(53.  I 
See  Canadian  Aichircs. 

Argenteuil,  —  d",  French  ollicer,  inllu- 
ence  with  sava^^es,  2r)3)  ;  escorts  In- 
dians to  Moutreal,  20:'>. 

Arkansas  Indians,  French  visit,  5)1. 

Army,  Krendi,  in  (\uiada.  account  of 
its  condition,  335,  3.30.  See  ('ari,u;nan 
rei^imcnt. 

Arnaud  (ArnauhL  Arnold),  — ,  contra- 
band trader,  207,  22!),  244  ;  aids  in 
pacifying;  Indians.  23,.'»,  23(!. 

Arpenl.  l-'rench  land  measure,  value,  2. 

Arrows,  0,  11).  20,  4."..  4:t,  .')7.  14,'>,  178, 
372.  373  ;  cari'y  lire.  278. 

Ai'tichoke.  .lerusahMU  ( II <  I i<iii  tJnis  tube 
rosiin),  oaten  by  Indians.  100. 

Assakipite,  453.    S(>e  Annki|)lta. 

Assinlbolns  ( .\ssimboils,  .Assiniboii  li>s. 
A.ssinI|)olls).  Sioiian  till)e,  2ii.  ISO. 
100:  location,  iso;  .s(<i)arale  from 
Ynnkton  tribe.  104;  lioslilities  wilh 
Sioux,  20,  100;  trade  wllli  I'^rciicli. 
408. 

Atakerenl.     IHlixiis     cliirf.     burned  liy 

Foxes.  400. 
Atcheni;wensn.    Illinois    chief,    sl.nin  by 

Foxes.  400. 
Atoha  (ntoqiiv).  See  Cranberry. 

Aubery.    .losepli.   .Jesuit,    lelter   to  Vau 

dreull.  431.  4:i2.  43(;  ;  sketdi.  337. 


Auleuil,  Denis  Jusepii  d',  Froueh  oilkial, 
100,  200. 

Avai:.i;i-ur.  Luuis  d',  Jesuit,  lelter  by, 
427,  41:8. 

Aveneau,  Ciaudv',  Jesuit,  Jl  1  ;  h-tter  to 
CaLlillac,  213,  214  ;  sketch.  2U8. 

Awis,  yixeu  tt)  Sioux.  1."),  10  ;  in  barter, 
21. 

Axi's,  lii  l  ;  prices.  401.  402,  405. 

Ay(jes    (Ayavois.   Ayouets,  Ayouezi,  15, 

180,    180,    188-100,    302,    400.  See 

lowas. 


r5Ai;.v.M()r!:T,  Abenaki  chief.  4.35. 
l;al»icl;e    (i»roln>i<ie    error    for  ".s'abash), 
V.Vl. 

I!;ici»ii.  302  :  i)rices,  402,  4o;;,  40(5. 

UailltMjuet,  I'iei-re,  Jesuit,  persecuted, 
85;  with  Al.i^onkins,  07;  sketch.  08. 

Ilain.  James,  libraiiau,  cited,  115,  128. 

IJai)tisni,  feared  by  sava;;es,  (JO. 

r.aribaud,  — .  I-'rencli  voya.u'eur.  115. 

l>ark,  as  food,  1.  24,  70:  ciiests  made  of, 
25  :  used  ,is  twin(\  :'.5.3  ;  as  covt-rin.i^  for 
iiuts.  ;'.5;i  :  for  cabins,  308  ;  for  canoes, 
.370  ;  prices,  404. 

Kasswood  (7'///a),  bark  used  as  twine  by 
Indians,  35.";. 

IJaugis  (I'.au.^'y),  —  de,  commands  at 
Fort  Sr.  Louis,  111.  112. 

r>ays  :  Che<piame>!;on  (St.  I'sjjrit),  50-01, 
(M.  70.  80,  8:5.  117;  rendezvous  of 
tribes,  22  (see  also  Clia^aouamigong)  ; 
Ceorgian.  10.  21.  70.  82.  120,  128.  305; 
Creeii  t  La  I'.aie.  La  r.aye>.  12S.  143, 
14  L  150.  207.  208,  38(K  40!).  440.  442, 
4  li;.  150.  401,  402.  404.  405  :  described, 
3;  apparent  tides  in.  84;  l-'rencli  post 
;»t,  450,  45s.  100.  407.  408  (sec  al.so  La 
l'>aye)  ;  tribes  at,  2si).  205.  ;;71  ;  coun- 
(  ils  :it,  300.  307.  414.  401.  408.  4t)0  ; 
(see  jilso  Kay  of  IMiaiis>;  Ihnlson.  3, 
04.  llC).  185».  100.  242,  418;  laM(l-n»ute 
t<».  souubt.  (i3  ;  l''ren<'h  lake  possessiou 
of.  88;  i:ni;lish  at.  10!».  250.  258,  2«5l, 
200;  I  rondetpioll.  :{05  ;  Keween.'Ui  (St. 
'rilerese).  21,  22;  \oi|Uel  (  NiiMi|i|et ) , 
117:  isbuuN  at.  Ho  :  .Noll  iiwasaga 
(Cut.).  77;  of  I'uMus  (des  I'nants.  I*u- 
antes).  .".1.  K'l.  101   IdO.  111.  157, 

182.  3,15.  ;;:i8  :  Foxes  at.  20S  ;  de- 
scribed. 400;  Sn.uinaw  (Sachin.-ui.  Sa>;- 
inan.  Sairiiipan.  Sakinnn.  Sankinon). 
238.  -JOO.  2!»1.  321.  370.  428.  430; 
mennlni:  of  name.  10;  ixtnw.ns  nl,  10; 
Islands  In.  3.70;  St.  I'.sprlr.  00:  Snn- 
dusky.  305;  'I'liunder,  10. 

H'^ads.  dllTerent  kinds.  45  ;  embroider.v  of, 
124  ;  prices.  401-405. 
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Beans,  cultivated  by  Indians,  G7,  354, 
3G3,  3G7,  3G8. 

lieuids,  Indians  dislike,  50. 

Bears,  59  ;  abound  in  Wisconsin,  09 ; 
hunted,  9,  39,  197,  198  ;  dwell  in  caves, 
184  ;  hibernation,  184,  197  ;  venerated 
by  Indians,  410,  417  ;  totem  of  clan, 
30,  40. 

Beaubois,  Nicolas  I.  de,  Jesuit,  goes  to 
France,  450. 

Beauchamp,  W.  M.,  Origin  of  A\  Y. 
Iroquois,  cited,  315. 

Beauharnois,  Charles,  marquis  de,  gov- 
ei  nor  of  New  France,  440  ;  policy  to- 
ward Foxes,  400-409  ;  letters  to  minis- 
ter, 408-470,  470,  477  ;  cited,  405. 

Beauharnois  (Beauharnais),  Franrois  de, 
Intendant  of  New  France,  1119-221, 
227,  228  ;  instructions  given  to,  230. 

Beaujeau  (Beaujeux),  — ,  commandant 
at  ISIichilliraacUinac,  380. 

Beaupre,  seigniory,  439. 

Beaver,  42,  45,  48,  50,  373,  374  ;  abun- 
dant in  Wisconsin,  20,  09  ;  hunted,  9, 
155,  157,  211— caught  in  nets,  19,  124  ; 
hunting  season,  350 ;  nearly  extermi- 
nated at  INIackinac,  350  ;  as  food,  2 — 
roasted  whole,  27,  40  ;  importance  of, 
to  Canada,  109  ;  "To  eat  its  tail,"  In- 
dian nietaplior,  432.  See  also  Fur 
trade. 

Beaver  robes,  349;  iu  barter,  21;  liow 
made,  190. 

Beaver  skins,  38,  39,  42,  40-48,  70,  104, 
]41,  145,  149,  259,  201.  297,  34  4.  451. 
45(5  ;  l)est,  v/liere  found,  250,  257  ;  de- 
stroyed by  roasting  animal  for  food, 
27,  40 ;  fat,  34 — why  most  valued, 
33  ;  used  as  money,  122,  234,  237,  292, 
384  ;  value,  210  ;  over-supply  of  pelts, 
100,  209,  210  ;  importance,  in  fur  trade, 
173-170,  201-203,  357.    See  Castor. 

Bo.-vor  Indians,  80,  82,  120.  See  Aml- 
kom's. 

r.eef,  prices,  402,  403,  400. 

lU'gon,  Claude  l\Ilchel,  intendant,  302, 
391,  423,  427;  term  of  ollice,  295;  let- 
tors  to  minister.  29S-300,  303-307, 
310-322,  327-338:  letter  to  council, 
400  -407  ;  cited,  387. 

Belestre  (Bellestre),  — ,  French  ofDcor. 
sent  to  Mackinac,  314,  323,  320. 

Bcllo  Isle  (Isle  aux  (\iclions),  Ht'troit 
park,  described,  309. 

I'.ellln,  Nicolas,  cited.  17S. 

lU'Ils.  TiidlauH  UNi\  on  lifts,  9.  19;  gar- 
ments adorned  with,  372. 

Belts,  KM.  225,  270,  281,  282.  See 
I'orcclain,  and  Wampum. 

Berlin.  Wis.,  42. 
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Berthot,  Colin,  slain  by  Ottav/as,  122. 
Beschefer,    Thierry,    Jesuit,    report  by, 
113,  114. 

Bienville,  Joan  Baptiste  le  ^loyne,  sieur 
de,  founds  Mobile,  179 ;  at  Fort  La 
Boulaye,  199. 

Biloxi.  Miss.,  105,  199  ;  colony  settles  at, 
177  ;  garrison,  179. 

Birch,  bark  used  as  food,  24. 

Birds,  calumet  adorned  with  their  heads, 
43  ;  Indians  ascribe  speech  to,  52. 

Bisaillon  (Bizaillon),  — ,  voyageur,  com- 
plaints against,  302,  303  ;  influence 
over  savages,  324  ;  leads  war  party  of 
Illinois,  341,  342. 

Bissot,  Jean  Baptiste,  sieur  de  Vincennes, 
443.    See  Vincennes. 

Blackberries,  wild,  309. 

l>lack  gowns,  4(52. 

Blacksmith,  at  Detroit,  254. 

Blair,  ICmma  Helen,  assists  on  this  vol- 
ume, xvi,  xvii. 

Blankets.  38,  384  ;  material,  47  ;  prices, 
292,  400,  404  ;  in  barter,  12  ;  "Mack- 
inac," described,  400  ;  "points"  ex- 
plained, 401. 

Bled  d'Inde,  Le  Petit,  French  transla- 
tion of  Berrot's  Indian  appellation, 
143,  144.    See  Metaminens.  and  Perrot, 

Blockhouses,  erected  by  La  Salle,  128. 

Blueberry  {Vaccin  ii(  in  C(in(i;lcnse  ;  bluet), 
eaten  by  Indians,  310. 

Boards,  roofs  covered  with,  353. 

Bocootawanaukea,  Algoiikin  tribe.  Ma3- 
coutens  (  V) .  71. 

Bodkins,  in  liarter,  4  ;  of  bone,  45. 

lioisbriant,  Pierre  Duguf  de.  commandant 
in  Illinois,  429.  431.  437.  458.  459, 
4(54  ;  countt  nances  Illicit  tninic.  438; 
his  men  attacked  by  Indlnns,  454  ;  a 
slaveholder,  401  ;  sketch,  429. 

B(;is;;uill()t.  — .  119;  olliclal  conduct, 
113;  commands  ut  Mackinac,  124. 

P.ojnbs,  used  by  French,  295. 

Bonos,  of  lishes.  must  not  be  burned, 
52.     Sei>  Indian  sviperstitions. 

Bonn«'nuIt,  .\n«lri^.  Jesuit.  97  ;  sketch, 
98. 

Boudor,  — .  MontronI  merchant,  2:19-241, 
219;  contraband  trntlcr.  211. 

Boundaries,  French  and  KukIIsIi.  316. 
317.  337;  lietweou  Can;ida  and  Louisi- 
ana. 443. 

Boiirbon.  Louis  Alexandre  de,  r.'imt  de 
Toulouse,  parentage.  ,3  10:  i>r<^sldeut 
of  Co\incll  of  mnrlno.  310.  341,  314, 
340.  39(»-398.     Sec  F.strt^es. 

Bourdon.  — .  complaints  aRalnst.  302, 
303. 
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Bourgmont  (Etienne  Venyard?),  French 

officer,    commands    at    Detroit,  241, 

243  ;  incompetent,  241,  248. 
Bourmont,  — ,  complaints  against,  o02, 

303  ;  his  accounts  incorrect,  452. 
Bout    de    I'IsIe,    Indian    settlement  on 

Montreal  island,  377. 
Bows,  40,   57,  159,  372,  373  ;  skill  of 

Indians  in  usinj^,  1S7. 
Bowstrings,  5. 

Braiding,  among  Wisconsin  tribes,  43. 

Brandy,  traiDc  in,  175  ;  furnished  to 
Indians  by  French,  230,  253,  25'J, 
340 — by  English,  275  ;  sold  at  olii- 
cial  store,  424  ;  sale  to  Indians  proliib- 
itcKl,  245,  248,  2G2,  33(5,  3S7-3S9,  423- 
420  ;  illicit  sales,  423-420,  408  ;  prices, 

401,  403.  See  Inteiniicrance,  and 
Liquor  traffic.  j 

Brasso,  Fi-encli  linear  measure,  value,  2.  i 
Bread,  392  ;  a  delicacy  to  laditms,  38  ; 
made  with  corumeal,  12,  350;  prices, 

402,  403,  400. 

Brebeuf,  Jean  de,  Jesuit  martyr,  relics 
of,  work  miraculous  cures,  83. 

Breech-clouts,  307.    See  \Vaist-cloths. 

Erymner,  Douglas,  xi.  See  Canadian 
ArcJiivcs. 

BuO:alo  (bison,  v/ild  cattle),  350;  found 
on  east  side  of  Mississijipi,  13  ;  in 
Iowa,  15;  in  Wisconsin,  41,  107,  110; 
along  Ohio  river,  305  ;  along  Wabash, 
370 ;  at  Lake  Erie,  3G4  ;  eats  clay, 
375;  hunted,  152.  153,  172;  as  food, 
1JI5 — fat  eaten,  355  ;  its  wool  spun  by 
Illinois,  374  ;  price  of  tongue,  400. 

Buffalo-hides,  190;  u.s(«d  for  covering 
cabins,  187;  ornanienlcd,  43,  300; 
trade  in,  granted  to  La  Snlle,  109, 
110;  not  included  in  fur-trade  monop- 
oly, 203. 

liutTalo  county.  Wis.,  18:?. 

Bullets,  price  in  barter,  198. 

lUirgundy,  Duke  of,  135. 

I'.urrows  Brothers  t^()m|)any,  Cleveland 
publishers,  aid  acknowledg(>d.  xvii. 

Burton.  C".         (Uid iliac,  citt>cl,  209. 

J'.nstarda,  24  ;  feod  on  wild  rice,  08,  09. 

Butler,  A.  W.,  "Birds  of  Indiana,"  cited, 
:i73. 

Butlerneld.  C.  W.,  42;  Diycoro'u  of 
NorUiurst,  cited.  2. 


r.'.r.iNs.  ot  bark.  70;  of  mats,  70,  SS, 
3.74;  bow  built — by  llurons,  308;  by 
Ottawiis.  353,  300;  by  Sioux.  1S7. 

raciicbarounsa.  an  IIliiKtis.  slain  by 
l'\)X('s,  400. 


Cadillac,  Antoine  de  Lamothe,  12S,  IGO, 
175,  201,  210,  217,  219,  220,  225  -227, 
239,  248,  295,  420  ;  commandant  at 
Mackinac,  172  ;  incites  Western  tribes 
against  Iroyuois,  100  ;  advises  Miamis, 
170  ;  founds  Detroit  colony,  244  (see 
Detroit)  ;  invites  Indians  to  settle 
near  it,  213,  218,  220,  222,  230,  255, 
250,  293;  intluence  with  savages,  241; 
relations  witli  Jesuits,  225,  230,  249, 
355 — their  letters  to  him,^  204- 
208,  211-214;  altitude  toward  "liquor- 
trathc,  205  ;  complaints  made  by,  243, 
244  ;  proposes  to  enroll  Indians  in 
militia,  250,  251,  201;  campaign 
aguin.-t  :^Iiamis,  254,  255— pacities 
them,  201;  troops  supplied  to,  3u0 ; 
complaints  and  accusations  against, 
251-254,  257-2(;o,  202,  309 — of  contra- 
band trading,  245;  makes  map  of  the 
(Jreat  Lakes,  359;  extent  of  his  juris- 
diction, 358-3(;;;  ;  ;;ppoiiUed  ga-ternor 
of  Louisiana,  292,  319;  sells  Detroit 
possessions,  291  ;  searches  for  gold  at 
Kaskaskia,  3l'5  ;  to  erect  forls  on 
^iississippi,  332  ;  sketcli,  102  ;  memoir 
by,  ;j5()-;;(;3  ;  cited,  204,  2U5,  lj()7,  211, 
213,  218. 

Ciidillac,  Mme..  214;  at  Fort  Frc.nienac, 

200;  cares  for  sick  colonists,  244. 
Cahokia,  111.,  Tamaron  village  at.  170; 

French  settle  at.  331,  332;  tribes  at, 

454.    See  Kaoukias. 
Cakecowocowa.     :\Ietchigamia  woman, 

slain  by  I'oxcs,  4(J0. 
Calabria.  355. 
California.  ISO.  417. 

Callieres -Bonnevue,  Louis  Hector  de, 
governor  of  New  France,  178.  2(i2. 
2(t5,  209  213.  210.  223;  relations  with 
Indians,  221-227;  they  mourn  his 
death.  221.  222;  term  of  otrK-e,  200; 
leit(;r  to  I'ou((  hartrain,  200  203  ;  cited. 
205! 

Calumet,  2G3,  330,  300,  397,  43:',.  434. 
45;!,  45S  ;  described.  43;  made  of  steel. 
192;  feathered.  457;  smoked  in  Iionor 
of  guesls.  ;;4,  3({  :  ofTered  (o  (l-eni. 
27.  30,  44;  siRiiiticatU'(\  58.  ;)o.  <n  — 
a  sign  of  peace.  185;  Importajue.  1."0. 
15!».  100:  venernled  by  sava-e:.  27, 
28;  offered  to  sun.  30.  -i;?.  M.  Snu? 
and  dance  (also  called  "hunt  ').  27. 


3fi.    150.    100:   descrllied.  57 

murk    of    liouor.    347.  Set 

de.nces  and  son»;s. 
Can\pl)ell.  11.  C..  }rriinr<I,  cited. 
Canada,  I  I.  21.  :?2.  :;;{.  ;{S.  01.  03.  00. 

82.  88,  92.  04.  OS.  102.  107.  108.  110. 

115.  123.  132.  133.  135.  138.  1  !2.  105. 

175,     177  179,    1S2.    185.    iPti.  205. 


58  :  n 
IiMlian 

23. 
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211,  228,  242,  240,  2U0,  300,  325,  339, 
345,  3t)5,  300,  410,  417,  438,  441,  443, 
440,  452,  455  ;  liarabsed  by  Iroquois, 
133,  134  ;  its  commerce  injured  by  In- 
dian wars,  417,  455,  450  ;  ravaged  by 
epidemic,  220 ;  slavery  in,  abulislied, 
31  ;  Western  tribes  of,  21. 

Canadian  ArchiLcts,  cited,  xi  ;  Stiijplc- 
mvnt,  m9,  cited,  209,  210,  230,  241. 

Canadians,  00,  202,  350,  357  ;  as  explor- 
ers, 109  ;  plundered  by  Indians,  181, 
182,  188,  195,  100  ;  factions  in,  231  ; 
relations  with  Louisiana,  202,  394, 
433,  430,  438  ;  slavery  in,  abolished, 
433,  430,  438. 

Canals :  Lachine,  328 ;  Portage  river, 
122  ;  drainage,  at  Chicago,  02. 

Canceas,  100.    Sec  Arkansas  Indians. 

Cannibalism,  145,  342  ;  among  Foxes, 
103,  141,  273,  277  ;  aiiK)Ug  Ilurons,  | 
20,  30;  among  Ottawas,  29,  30,  137  ;  | 
among  Sioux,  155;  among  AN  inneba- j 
goes,  4,  5  ;  not  practiced  by  Sioux,  1 
19.  I 

Cannons,  used  against  Foxes,  34  2  ;  price,  | 

400.  See  also  ]\Iortars. 

Canoes,   how   made,   370 — of  bark,  328,  j 
.  370;  fastened  with  pitch,  291;  differ- 
ent makes,  47,  48;  prices,  400,  404,  | 
407.    Used  in  hunting  and  iishing,  8, 
0;  used  by  Sioux,  18;  by  some  Wis- 1 
consin  ti-ibes,  289;  those  using,  called  | 
"Canoo  people,"  373;  tribes  not  using.  | 
200,  291—  Illinois,  0,  57  ;  Foxes,  50, 
70  ;  Southern  tribes,  257.    "Witli  crew 
and  outlit,  270,  290,  318,  324,  330,  331, 
428,  438,  439,  475  ;  cost  of  equipment, 
•380. 

Canons  (beads),  defined,  45. 
Cansas,  430.    See  Knnsas  Indinns. 
Caokias  (Caos),  Illinois  tribe,  374,  400. 

401.  See  Kaoukias. 

Cane  Rreton,  French  vessels  at,  300. 

Capes,  of  cloth,  384. 

Captives,  liberated,  17,  19,  20.  28.  142; 
restored  to  friends.  102,  103,  120,  135, 
141,  102.  201,  207,  240,  277,  3  13, 
378-381,  429,  442,  445  ;  ransomed  by 
French.  457,  459-401  ;  made  to  ^*lni,^ 
14,  130,  137;  lives  siinred.  1(51.  105; 
enslaved,  7,  30.  31,  340,  343,  454  ;  mu- 
tilated, 203;  tortured,  14,  13.S.  400; 
slain,  19,  20.  284.  459;  cnicified.  99; 
burned  at  .stake.  19,  20.  ISO,  2.39.  274. 
358.  418.  447,  400,  4(;7. 

Cnrliell.  Ktienne  de.  Jenuit,  135,  107, 
211.  218;  missionary  to  Ilurons.  204; 
refuses  to  quit  MlchllllmacklnRe,  208. 
218;  Kkeich,  142;  letters  by,  142.  204. 
214-217. 


Carignau  regiment,  110. 

Carolina  iCaroiinna),  48,  202,  209,  303, 
3-5,  331,  345,  304  ;  tribes  in,  315  ; 
asks  for  Lugash  troops,  319. 

Carp,  354  ;  totem  of  Indian  clans,  40. 
See  also  Clans. 

Carr,  Lucien,  "Food  of  American  In- 
dians," cited,  9;  •' Mascoutius,"  71. 

Carlarcoui,  128.  See  Katarakoui,  and 
Kingston. 

Carthusians,  religious  order,  founded, 
355. 

Car\cr,  Jonathan,  cited,  184. 

Cascakias  (Cascaskias,  Caskacias,  Cas- 
kusscas),  325,  341,  374,  394.  See 
Kaskaskius. 

Cas(iuinanpo,  304.  See  Kivers,  Tennes- 
see. 

Cass,  Lewis,  copies  documents  in  I'aris, 
232,  207. 

Cassov,'al:ia,  an  Illinois,  son  captured 
by  Foxes,  401. 

(JuHtor  'jras  d"nh  cr,  meaning  of  term,  33, 
See  licaver. 

Castoria  ("I'.eaver  h'tnd"),  ironical  epi- 
thet, 100. 

Cat,     wild     (raccoon;    cliat  sauva<jc; 

I'locij^ii'  lotor),  50;  abounds  in  Island 

of  Lake  lOrie,  305  ;  exl(?rminated  at 

Mackinac,  237. 
Cattle,  domei-.tic.  at  Detroit,  208,  270; 

in  Illinois,  373,  374  —  introduced,  332. 
Cattle,  wild,  41,  45,  50,  59.  See  Buffalo. 
Caughnawaga,  C^ie.,  Indian  mission  at, 

2.39. 

Caves,  near  Lake  Pepin,  184. 

Cayngas    (Coyogouaus) ,  Iroquois  tribe, 

l-'reiifh    visit,    315  ;   sliould   be  under 

l'rcn<  li  control.  310. 
ChabadrlKi.  Slouan  appellation  of  IHack 

river,  107. 
Ch.achagouaclie,  Illinois  chief,  envoy  to 

Vaudreuil.  2S5. 
Chagaouanilgong    (Chagouamlgou,  Cba- 

gnuamlkon).  17.  20,  20.  28,  32.  30,  75. 

159,  377.     See  I5ay.  Clietpiamegon,  and 

Che(iuamegon. 
ChnpounmifTon.   Ottawa   chief,   siniu  by 

Menonionoes,  292. 
Chnmpignv.    .l.-nu    n.)chi\rt    de.  Intend- 

nnt  of  New  Franco,  l.'ll.  178.  209,  210. 

213,  214;  term  of  office.  200;  letters 

to  French  minister.  173-177. 
riinou.TTions.  4S.    See  Shawneso. 
Chnouwauoiinsa.    nti    Illinois,    sinin  by 

Foxes.  400. 
Chapels,  carried  by  nils.slonarlea.  427. 
Ch.nplains.   Si>;\iilsh.   413;  of  post,  how 

t;U|M>ort»'d.  219.  472. 
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Cburdon,  rieri-e,  Jesuit,  at  Green  Uay, 
20G,  207,  412-410  ;  iuOuence  with 
Foxes,  442  ;  at  Freucli-Iudiau  council, 
444  ;  gives  advice  regarding  Foxes, 
407,  408  ;  at  council  with  tribes,  400, 

Charlevoix,  I'ierre  Francois  Xavier  de, 
Jesuit,  151 ;  speech  by,  415  ;  Western 
journey,  443  ;  sketch,  408  ;  cited,  100, 
200,  414,  415 — Journal  Ilistorique, 
10,  24,  100,  308,  408-418  ;  Nuuv. 
France,  xi,  107,  208,  408. 

Chartier,  — ,  envoy  to  Michillimackinac, 
232. 

Chartreux,  France,  355. 

Chat  blanc  (Ouiibessebou,  White  Cat), 
448,  453,  450,  401,  402  ;  envoy  to  Illi- 
nois, 450-403. 

Chegagou,  101.    See  Chicago. 

Chemises,  wliite,  worn  by  Indian  girls, 
307. 

Che(iuamegon,  17,  19,  20,  02-04,  75,  77, 
78,  80,  173,  182  ;  French  post  estab- 
lished at,  380  ;  importance,  04;  tribes 
settle  at,  17,  20,  51). 

Cherries,  eaten  l)y  Indians,  190. 

Cherokees  (Cherakis),  304  ;  called  Tetes 
plattes,  315. 

Chestnuts,  wild,  at  Detroit,  129  ;  at  Lake 
Erie,  309. 

Clievreuil  lilanc,  Illinois  chief,  451.  See 
Auakipita. 

Chicago  (Checagou,  Chegagou,  Chicagou, 
Chikager,  Chikagon,  Chikagou),  128, 
140,  150,  101,  311,  371,  307,  405, 
407  ;  meaning  of  name,  301  ;  post 
should  be  established,  332  ;  a  route  of 
travel,  372  ;  a  rendezvous  for  savages, 
313,  319,  323,  321,  341  ;  drainage 
canal,  02. 

Chicapoux,  301.    See  Kickapoos. 

Cbichikoue  (Chichory),  mediclnc-man's 
drum,  281.    See  Drum. 

Chickasaws,  called  Tetes  plattes,  315. 

China,  damask  brought  from,  2. 

China  Sea,  passage  to,  92. 

ChingouabC',  OJibwa  chief,  at  Montreal, 
178. 

Chinguouhensa,   I*'ox  chief,  captured  by 

Illinois,  ransomed  by  French,  4G0. 
('hipi)ewas   (Chlppeways) ,   S.  2(;s.  209. 

See  O.iibwas. 
Chonkasketons    (Songasqultons) ,  Dako- 

tnii  liaiid,  meaning  of  nanu?.  193.  191. 
Churches,  in  Abenaki  mission,  rebuilt  Iiy 

French.  331. 
CidiM-     ((•ral)-ai)i)le) ,   made    at  Di'li'oit. 

250  ;  prices,  403. 
Clna^os  (Cinngots),  159.  iS9.      S.>-  Si'. 

agos. 

Clou  ((Moux),  101,  103.  101.     S(«e  Sioux. 


Claris,  described,  40 ;  animals  as  em- 
blems, 54  ;  Bear,  30,  40  ;  Carp,  354  ; 
Ciaue,  105  ;  ilare,  54  ;  Squirrel,  120  ; 
Woil',  102  ;  of  Dakotan  tribes,  193. 

Ciapin,  Sylva,  Divtiunnalrc  (Janadicn- 
Fruiiraiti,  cited,  124. 

Clithero,  Tliomas,  antiquarian,  cited,  42. 

Cloaks,  prices,  401,  404. 

Cloiii,  supplied  to  Indians  by  French, 
3.")0  ;  prices,  40l-40(]  ;  Indians  use,  for 
summer  clothing,  300. 

Clothing,  prices,  400-405. 

Collars,  218,  230,  310,  311,  310,  320,  321, 
345,  379,  382,  383,  395,  397,  414,  400, 
470  ;  no  more  must  be  sunt  to  king, 
382.  See  I'orcelaiu,  I'resents,  and 
^Vampu  m. 

Collcatiuii  tic  JSlanu.)iC)  iitts  rclatifs  a  la 
Xotn  cllc-Francc,  cited,  293-295. 

Colubi,  Sac  chief,  speech  by,  lo4. 

Columbia  county,  Wis.,  42. 

Cuujuu.'rce,  between  Canada  and  the 
Mississii)pi  settlements,  442;  menaced 
by  Fox  war,  455,  450.  See  Fur  trade, 
and  Trade. 

Comjjagnie  d'  Oicident,  440.  See  Com- 
pany of  Indies. 

Companiste,  Ottawa  chief,  confers  witb. 
Vaudreuil,  240,  241. 

Company  of  the  Colony,  occupies  Detroit, 
24:'.;  controls  Detroit  post,  218,  219; 
lias  monopoly  of  trade,  202,  203 ; 
sliould  regulate  trade.  210;  plans  nev/ 
trading  posts.  20S-210 ;  its  interpre- 
ter, 244  ;  dissolved,  201  ;  liistory,  2o8, 
209. 

Comi)any  of  Indies  (of  tlie  West.  d  Oc- 
cideut),  177.  4t^>  ;  controls  Illinois 
and  ronisi;ina,  -152.  401  ;  makes  ad- 
vanc(>s  to  colonists.  444  ;  history,  440. 

Comi)nny  of  Paris,  452. 

(\)ug.'s.  100,  210.    See  I J  censes. 

Constant  in,  Nicolas,  ra'ct)Ilet  priest, 
slain  by  Indians.  219. 

("out  rccoMii'.  —  de.  French  oflicer.  ac- 
cnnii)anies  I-ouvi.gny,  305;  illness.  314. 

("iiuverts.  cdloni/.ed  by  missio!iari(<s.  '2'\0. 
See  Mission  cohinies. 

envoy,  100,  :i27.  32.*^.  -15.",:  when  it  d.'- 
p  ii  ls  from  Nfontreal,  3"U ;  plundered 
by  iM.xes.  159. 

<^>i>king.  aboriginal  method,  72. 

CmpP«''".  <i<  Lake  Sui)iM-ior.  31.  .32.  S9  ;  on 
SI.  Cn.ix  river.  ISi!  :  sujelted  by  In- 
di ms.  71  :  poisonous.  73.  71.  Mines  — 
on  Lake  Superior.  72  7(» ;  on  )ippor 
Mississippi.  173.  178;  on  lUuo  F.arth 
ilvor,  IS!);  dlsoovere<l  by  Lo  Stiour. 
18  1  :  worked  by  Lo  Sneiiv.  10.%.  19(1. 

Corbin.  -  -,  paymenl  to,  107. 
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Corn,  24,  47,  87,  90,  150,  283,  363,  3G7  ; 
height,  3G8 ;  varieties,  374  ;  cultiva- 
tion— by  Indians,  8,  9,  55,  58,  G7,  70, 
75,  77,  o54,  371,  374,  37G  ;  on  Beaver 
Islands,  359  ;  at  Cliequamegon,  20  ;  at 
Green  Bay,  9 ;  at  Michillimackinac, 
257,  310.  Used  as  food,  43  ;  effect  on 
health,  355  ;  bread  made  of,  12,  35G  ; 
preparation,  355  ;  juice,  a  beverage,  43, 
44 ;  furnished  by  Indians  to  French, 
314,  318,  322,  327  ;  amount  of,  ex- 
ported from  Detroit,  308  ;  prices,  403, 
407. 

Corning,  Columbia  county.  Wis.,  Indian 

site  at,  42. 
Cottonwood  (Populus),  size,  197. 
Coues,  Elliott,  Lcitis  and  Chirk,  cited, 

27. 

Council  of  Marine.    See  France. 

Councils,  117,  123,  205,  31G  ;  sky  In- 
A'oked  at,  16  ;  women  excluded,  141  ; 
tribal  —  Algonkins,  1,  59;  Illinois; 
456 ;  Ottawas,  134,  236 ;  Wisconsin 
tribes,  396  ;  French  and  Indians,  118- 
121,  138-141,  145-152,  163-173,  221- 
227,  255,  268,  276,  277,  291,  296,  319, 
322,  338,  347,  348,  379,  414-416,  418- 
422,  425,  444,  464. 

Couroeiles,  Daniel  de  Remy  de,  governor 
of  New  France,  14,  120. 

Coureurs  de  bois,  308.  433  ;  immorality 
among,  214-216  ;  lawlessness,  ?,2~>,  331, 
339,  388-391  ;  trade  with  ICngiisIi. 
208,  209;  control  ISIichillimackinao, 
295,  296;  difficulty  of  restraining.  169, 
176  :  useful  to  fur  trade,  266,  297  :  fur 
trade  Injured  by,  307,  335  ;  go  to  INIon- 
treal,  327;  flee  to  Illinois.  331,  332, 
438;  flee  to  Louisiana,  201-203;  pol- 
icy toward,  266.  297  ;  restrictions  on, 
202,  203;  to  aid  against  Foxes.  320, 
.329.  330  ;  needed  in  wai-  against  Foxes, 
299-302.  306,  339,  -163:  amnesty 
granted  to,  109,  221,  262.  463. 

Courlemancho,  — .  200.  203. 

Coutakllmy,  Indian  chief,  170;  slain  by 
Iroquois,  172. 

Crab-apple,  cider  inad(>  from.  256. 

Cradles,  Indian,  how  made.  73. 

Craig,  Oscar  J.,  "Ouiatanon."  cited. 
443. 

Crnnborry  (Varciniinu  mnvracnrpon  : 
Alg.  .\iol:a),  enlcn  by  Indians.  196. 

Cre<'k  Indians.  Natches  flee  <o.  332. 

Crees  (Chrlstinaux.  KIrisf  inons) .  20.  65. 
190,  408;  nt  Checiuainepon.  Cd  ;  lorn- 
tiou,  189;  hostilities  with  Sioux.  20. 
93,  190;  trade  with  French.  -IdS. 

Cremation,  nnumg  Oftnwas,  54. 

Cross,  venerated  by  Indians.  84,  87. 


Crows,  skins  used  as  ornaments,  49  ;  re- 
garded as  spirits,  52. 

Crucifixion,  practiced  by  Sioux,  98. 

Currency,  French,  described,  400.  ^Jee 
jNIoney. 

Cypress  tree,  wood  decays  easily,  197. 

Commandants,  349,  385,  389,  431,  443  ; 
chosen  by  governor-general,  350 ;  re- 
ports to  governor,  439  ;  charges  in- 
curred by  one  who  purchases  a  post, 
472  ;  not  needed  at  Western  posts,  222, 
223,  227,  230 ;  allowed  monopoly  of 
trade,  308-310,  471  ;  evil  conduct, 
215,  216  ;  try  to  secure  peace  between 
Foxes  and  Illinois,  444-451  ;  desired 
by  Foxes,  467  ;  extraordinary  expenses 
repaid,  470  ;  receive  presents  from  In- 
dians, 471. 


Daklon,  Claude,  Jesuit,  9,  32,  63,  64, 
72,  78,  SO,  81,  84,  85,  89.  91,  92,  95- 
97  ;  superior  of  Ottawa  mission,  62 — 
report  thereon  (1669-70),  63  71,  77- 
88 ;  account  of  Lake  Superior  copper 
mines,  72-76  ;  sketch,  62  ;  cited.  91,  92, 
96,  97. 

Dadoncour,  313,  338,  341.  See  Dudon- 
cour. 

Daigremont,  242,  24  7.     See  Aigremont. 
Dakotan   language,   citations  regarding, 
194. 

Dakotas,  Slouau  tribe,  194  ;  meaning  and 

application  of  name,  193. 
Dalora.  — ,  109. 

Daiuaritou,  444.    See  .\marlton. 
Damask,  material  for  robes,  2. 
Dances.    See  Indian  dances. 
1KMM-.  59  ;  hunted,  9,  39.  56,  183  ;  abound 

In  Wisconsin,  69. 
Deerskin,  garments  of.  30,  413. 
Delamotte.  161.  162.    See  Cadillac. 
Delenage,  — .  384. 

De  Liette  (Deliette).  303.  318.  451,  460, 
464,  466,  467.     See  Deslieltes. 

Delignery.  449.    See  LIgnery. 

Delia  rfuiniy,  MIeh..  117. 

Demoniac  pos,se.«slon.  how  otirod.  .^Pfl. 

Denier.  French  coin,  v.-tlno,  400. 

Drills.  -  .  I'rcnchman.  with  Indian-*.  1S5. 

Den<mvilli\  ,lac»iues  Ken''  de  Brisay, 
martinis  de.  governor  of  (\'\nadM.  Ill, 
116;  (>rders  establishment  of  Detroit 
post.  12"i  127;  expedition  against  Iro- 
(piols,  :<07,  30S  ;  rhai  aeter  and  admin- 
l.stratlon.  132;  appointment  In  France, 
135  :  letter  by.  130-182. 

D.'sehnlllona.  327.  328.  308.  See  F.scht- 
llhmp. 
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Deschaufoat  (de  Cliaufouis),  llol. 

D6serts,  moaning  o£  term,  170. 

Desliettes  U>e  Liette,  Doliette),  — , 
French  officer,  2b5  ;  cummaudant 
among  Illinois,  802-30G,  4(j4,  4GG, 
4G7  ;  commended,  ;  sent  to  Illinois, 
378  ;  ransoms  Fox  captives,  4UU  ;  cited, 
303,  318,  451. 

Desruisseaux  (De  Kuisseaux),  — , 
wounded  by  Indians,  454,  45J. 

Detroit  de  I'outcliartrain,  243.  See 
Forts. 

Detroit  (Destroit),  63,  142,  175,  244-241), 
254,  259,  289,  298,  300,  3U2,  312,  313, 
319,  334j  339,  341,  342,  3(>5,  372,  373, 
375,  433,  444  ;  founded,  102,  201,  204- 
208,  21G,  244,  308  ;  post  at,  useless  to 
Canada,  256,  257— diverts  its  trade 
200  ;  advantages  of  location,  243  ;  In- 
dians settled  at,  11,  30,  211-213,  222- 
225,  230,  255,  290,  292,  409— their 
number,  370;  Indian  envoy  at,  338; 
interpreter  at,  261  ;  garrison,  309  ;  a 
check  on  the  Iroquois,  308  ;  controlled 
by  Company  of  the  colony,  218,  219  ; 
deliberations  as  to  its  maintenance, 
219,  220  ;  should  be  maintained,  307- 
310 ;  troops  withdrav/n  from,  200 — 
sent  to,  330,  336  ;  more  colonists  come 
to,  290;  population,  253,  423,  471, 
474  ;  a  trade  centre,  209,  382  ;  trade 
at,  restricted,  267  ;  agriculture  at,  252, 
253,  308;  corn  crop  falls  at,  314,  318, 
327  ;  fields  ravaged,  239  ;  church  de- 
stroyed, 269;  attacked  by  Ottav.  as  and 
Mlamls,  232-234,  238-243  ;  besieged 
by  Wisconsin  Indians,  267-288,  293- 
295  ;  petition  of  liabitants  against 
Tonty,  426 — complain  of  his  monop- 
oly, 471,  472.  Region  about — climate, 
soli,  and  products,  127-129,  256,  336, 
474. 

Detroit,  French  fortified  post  at  niouth 
of  Lake  Huron,  126,  128,  12!).  131. 

Devil,  Invoked  by  savages,  281.  See 
Spirits. 

Devlilers,  470.    See  Villlors. 

Deville,  303.     See  Ville. 

Devllledonnf',  449.    See  Villi'donni^. 

Divination,  by  dreams,  417  ;  l)y  fiisUng, 
53,  417. 

Divorce,  among  Indians,  S. 

Dogs,  13;  not  eaten  by  Sioux,  19;  sac- 
rificed to  spirits,  51. 

Dolller  de  Cnsson,  Francois,  Suli)l(lan, 
exploralions,  63;  skotcli,  62,  6;'>. 

DonnC's,  .Tesult,  value  of  their  services. 
114. 

Dorsoy,  J.  O.,  works  riled,  "Migradons 
of  Slonnn  Tribes."  157:  "Siouan  So- 
ciology," 191  ;  Dakota  Grammar,  194. 


Dreams,  5  ;  iniluence  on  Indians,  60,  86, 

87,  105  ;  divination  by,  417. 
Druillettes,   Gabriel,   Jesuit,   79;  labCiTS 

with  Mississaguas,  84  ;  at  Sault  Ste. 

Marie,  97  ;  sketch,  06. 
Drum     (chichikoue),    of  medicine-men, 

281  ;  in  Indian  dances,  367. 
Dry  goods,  duty  on,  210. 

Dubuisson,  — ,  commandant  at  Detroit, 
292-294,  311,  312,  327,  443— among 
Indians,  382,  395,  399 ;  pacifies  In- 
dians, 284,  286,  287  ;  commended,  382, 
383  ;  Ills  report  on  siege  of  Detroit, 
267-288  ;  his  expenditures  thereat, 
287,  288;  speeches  by,  273,  277-280, 

282  ;  sketch,  386. 
Dubuque,  la.,  mines  at,  151. 

Ducks,  24;  feed  on  wild  rice,  9,  68,  69; 
caught  in  nets  by  Indians,  9. 

Dudoncour  de  Lougeuil,  — ,  Freucii  offi- 
cer, envoy  to  Miamis,  313,  322-326, 
338,  341. 

Duels,  among  Sioux,  187. 

Duguo,  i'ierre,  429.    See  Boisbriaut. 

Du  Luth  (Dulhu,  Du  Lhut),  Daniel 
CJreysolon,  123,  128;  accused  of  il- 
licit trade,  107-109;  encounters  Hen- 
nepin, 109;  negotiates  with  tribes, 
111,  112;  punishes  Indian  murderers, 
114-125;  establishes  Detroit  post,  125- 
131;  lionesty,  174;  sketch,  107;  let- 
ter, 114-125  ;  cited,  184. 

Dumont,  — ,  Frencli  officer,  mission  to 
IVIiamis,  395,  399. 

Dunn,  .1.  1'.,  Indiana,  cited,  44:{. 

Du  IMessis,  Fnber,  commandant  at  (ireen 
I^ay,  468,  469 ;  extraordinaiy  ex- 
penses ri>i)aid,  470. 

Du  I'olsson,  Taul,  Jesuit,  cited,  355. 

Dupuy.  — ,  French  officer,  sent  to  De- 
troit. :',04,  305,  312;  incites  Mi- 
an;is  against  Foxes,  31.3  ;  Illinois  tribes 
against  Foxes,  318,  319;  buys  C()rn 
from  Miamis.  ;;15  ;  ijacilies  Onialanons, 
33S  ;  cited.  ;rJ6.  • 

Dui)uy,  Chiude  Thomas,  iiitendiUit  of 
Canada,  169;  letters  to  minisiei-,  470- 
477. 

Dnrang«*.  — ,  relatives  slain. 

Dutch,  L33  ;  In  fur  trade.  132.  112;  colo- 
nies seized  l)y  I^ngllsh.  231. 

Duties,  Imposed  on  beaver  traile.  21(). 

Dutism''  (l)!i  Tlsnf*).  Claude  Charles. 
I'ltiuh  officer,  among  Missouri  In- 
dians, 453;  conunnndant  In  Illinois. 
455.  457.  458.  462.  463  :  etnoy  to 
lowas,  459;  letters.  450  15.3;  sketch. 

lis. 

Du  Tristene  tl>u  Tism^?).  retreats  from 
Wabash.  319. 
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EAiJitiNGs,  worn  by  I'ottawatomies,  40. 
Earthenware,  UKcd  by  Wisconsin  tribes, 
43. 

Eclipse,  solar,  65,  CG,  08,  113. 
Elcazer,  a  Hebrew,  cures  demoniacs,  358. 
Elecavas,  Fox  chief,  speech  by,  420. 
Elk,  hunted,  26  ;  fat  eaten,  355, 
Elliot,  Richard  R.,  cited,  401. 
Elm,  bark  used  for  canoes,  364, 
Embroidery,  materials  used  in,  124  ;  on 

moccasins,  44. 
Engages,  428. 

English,  116,  128,  130,  132,  133,  152, 
161,  162,  166,  168,  180,  203,  224,  226, 
227;  in  West  Indies,  190;  seize 
Dutch  colonies,  231  ;  at  Hudson  iJay, 
242,  258,  266;  strive  to  control  the 
Mississippi,  203 ;  advance  westward, 
202,  331-336,  345,  431  ;  hostilities 
with  French,  138,  130,  178;  seek  to 
obtain  Fort  Niagara,  246  ;  accused  of 
inciting  Indians  to  .destroy  Detroit, 
268  ;  attempt  to  seize  it,  307  ;  estab- 
lish new  posts,  335  ;  gain  I'"'ort 
Chartres,  443.  In  fur  trade,  120- 
133,  142,  169,  171,  190,  209-212,  220, 
230,  246,  253,  254,  256-262,  266,  292, 
2!)7-300,  303,  307  ;  in  Indian  affairs, 
373  ;  supply  H(]Uor  to  Indians,  3S9. 
424  ;  relations  with  Iro(iiu)is,  241, 
242  — with  Illinois,  303:  diiTuM-eucPs 
v/itli  Al)enakis,  432.  Intrigues  witli 
Indian  tribes,  229,  317-322,  326,  330, 
338;  with  Abenakis,  3.".4  ;  Uurons, 
223,  225;  Iroquois,  140.  229,  316— j 
Onondagas,  317,  322;  Miamis,  211, 
213;  Western  tribes,  268,  275,  278, 
279,  282,  285,  311,  316.  382,  383, 
394,  395,  398,  309,  476.  477.  | 

Enjalran  (Anialran,  Aiijairan,  I^ninl- 
ran),  Jean,  Jesuit,  119;  at  Montreal, 
125  ;  accompanies  Du  Luth,  115  ; 
sketch,  98  ;  letter,  110-113. 

Epidemics,  among  Indians,  145,  415. 

Eraque,  —  d',  French  voyageur,  com- 
mands Fort  riluillier,  198  200. 

Esclinlllons,  — ,  French  ofllcer,  com- 
mands convoy  to  Mncklnnc,  327,  32S  ; 
comniandnut  ut  St.  Jof:ei)h  river,  398. 

Essoion  (now  Thessnloii),  an  Iiulian 
name,  358. 

Estn'^es,  Ivouls,  ninr(^('hal  d',  310.  344. 
340.    See  Hourbou. 

Etionnontatehronnon  Ilurons,  77.  See 
Ilurona. 


Faffaut,  — ,  French  soldier,  de.serts  Tiji 

Salle,  108. 
Falls:    NlMgnrn,  351— height.  3(54;  St. 


Anthony's,  108,  186  ;  of  Ohio,  extent, 
364. 

Famine,  among  Indians,  5,  22,  79,  80, 
113. 

Farmer,  Silas,  History  of  Detroit,  cited, 
283. 

Farmers  of  revenue,  100,  177  ;  of  trade 
monopoly,  473-475  ;  more  lenient  than 
sub-farmers,  473. 

Fasts,  to  ai)pease  spirits,  417. 

Fat,  of  gam.e,  used  for  butter,  355. 

"  leather,"  Indian  api)ellation  of  French 
OiRcials,  415. 

Feasts,  made  by  Indians  for  Frenchmen, 
2  ;  given  by  Frencli  to  Indians,  124. 
See  Indian  feasts. 

Feathers,  as  ornaments,  43. 

Felucca  (a  boat),  185;  described,  179. 

I'Mre,  methods  of  making,  43. 

Fire  Nation,  409;  term  ox{)lained,  70, 
71.    See  Mascoutlns. 

Firearms,  17;  Indians  fear,  15,  16,  33- 
37  ;  used  by  Indians,  29,  47,  90  ;  not 
used  by  Missouri  tribes,  413;  sup- 
plied to  Indians  by  French,  124,  143, 
150,  168,  171,  172.  177,  187,  192, 
194,  350,  452,  401,  402  — l)y  English, 
190. 

Firesteels,  prices,  400,  403. 

Fish,  abtuuul  in  Lake  I'rii\  365  —  in  Fox 
river,  360  —  at  Mackinac,  354;  meth- 
ods of  catching,  9.  10;  how  cooked, 
355  ;  preserved  by  snu^king,  25  ;  In- 
dian supei-stitions  regarding,  52. 

IMsheries.  in  St.  Mary's  river,  20 ;  ia 
Lake  Superior,  31,  32  ;  Antlcosti  and 
Mlngan,  89. 

I<"ish-weir,  In  Fox  river,  68. 

"I'leniish  r.aslard,"  Mohawk  chief, 
sketch,  14. 

Flint,  used  by  Sioux  for  Implements, 
194. 

Florida  sea,  92. 
Flour,  prices.  406. 

Flute,  used  l)y  Jesuit  missionaries.  83. 

FoUes  .\voines.  French  appellation  for 
Menomonees.  114-119.  160.  164.  409, 
4:M  ;  why  thus  named.  411  ;  one  pun- 
ished for  murder,  115-124;  slay  Cha- 
gounmlgon.  2!»2  ;  hostile  io  l-'oxea,  301. 

Fond  du  T,;i('  ("foot  of  InUe''^  location 
of  Ilunuis,  2S1. 

Fort  I'.lloxl  (r.iloxy).  17!>.  199. 

 t'ataracouy,  242. 

  t'hi\rlre.s    (de    Chartre).  locntion, 

429  ;  su|)pllos  for,  neces.sary.  452  ;  sur- 
rendered fo  I^nKllsh.  4  13. 

 de  Iluade.  locntion.  350.     See  St. 

Ignaoe. 

 des  Sables,  locilion.  3<»5, 

 •  Detroit   (Pest  roll.  D.tr.>lt  de  Pont- 
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chartraiu),  200,  242,  243,  245,  248, 
309,  370.  See  also  Fort  I'outchar- 
traiu. 

  Frontenac,  100,  175,  201,  200,  219  ; 

trade  at,  335,  330 ;  council  at,  203 ; 
how    managed,  240,  247  ;  should  be 
maintained,  200  ;  habitants  obliged  to 
leave,  309 ;  under   control   of   crown,  | 
309  ;  history,  128. 

  Gratiot,  Mich.,  128. 

  at  Kaministi(iuoia,  location,  440. 

  L'lluillier,    198,    199  ;    for  whom 

named,  188  ;  location,  180,  194  ;  aban- 
doned, 200. 

  La  Boulaye,  200  ;  history,  199. 

  Niagara,  242  ;  importance,  240  ;  his- 
tory, 128. 

  Orange,  311,  330,  337.     See  also 

Albany. 

  Pontchartrain,  205,  251,  298,  313, 

319  ;  location,  300  ;  land  at,  252  ;  In- 
dians bribed  to  destroy,  208. 

  Rosalie,  332. 

  St.  Louis,  108,  132,  175,  170  ;  lo- 
cation, 285 ;  founded,  99,  100  ;  seized 
by  La  Barre,  111  ;  Tonty  deprived  of, 
105  ;  to  be  reestablished,  33.3. 

  St.  Joseph,  importance,  302. 

 Wayne,  Ind.,  375  ;  Indian  site  at, 

285. 

Forts  :  Indian,  12,  17 — how  built,  343, 
352,  308,  309.  English,  in  Mississippi 
valley,  317-319,  332,  335  ;  French,  on 
lower  ]Mississii)pi,  332  ;  at  Mackinac, 
387;  at  (Jreen  Lay,  412;  erected  by 
rerrot,  10,  140,  151,  154;  Dii  Lulh's. 
128;  Le  Sueur's,  173,  177-179. 

Fourcille,  Chevalier  do,  115. 

Foustier,  — ,  cited,  420. 

Fox  Lidians  (Outagamies,  Rennrds), 
105,  lOG,  341,  399;  olher  names,  7; 
location.  38,  39,  50,  01,  00.  70,  100, 
313,  314,  338;  population,  39,  50.  GO, 
00,  101,  289,  300,  330.  343,  371  ; 
language,  50;  mode  of  life,  371,  372; 
clothing,  371  ;  characteristics.  30,  70, 
88,  280,  200,  203.  20-1,  301,  417; 
length  of  their  fasts,  417;  treachery, 
400.  Plan  to  settle  on  Wabash,  101  : 
attacked  by  other  tribes.  200  —  haird 
l)y  others,  203,  208,  300-304;  for- 
saken by  allies,  342;  conspiracy  of 
other  tribes  against,  303,  304,  .308, 
422,  428;  unjustly  treated,  417;  their 
nllloa,  442.  Abenakls  among.  4.34-430. 
440;  Intrigues  with.  431.  432.  435. 
430.  Illinois  tribes  unite  against.  31S: 
hostilities  with  thoso  Irilics.  313.  373. 
381,  :!03.  301,  ;{00.  110  121,  420.  4.34. 
435,    '115,    440.     l.M.  ■452.    451   ir.O  : 


conduct   toward    Illinois  commended, 

429,  430,  432  ;  demand  restoration  of 
their  captives,  447-451.  Iroquois  raid 
against,  05,  09-71  ;  seek  their  alliance, 
104  ;  some  settle  with  Iroquoi.s,  280, 
289  ;  incite  them  against  French,  310  ; 
allies,  301,  417.  I'revented  from  at- 
tacking Miamis,  230  ;  murder  one  of 
that  tribe,  393,  390.  Mascoutins  join, 
in  attack  on  Detroit,  207-282.  Hos- 
tilities with  Ojibwas  and  Ottawas,  102, 
208,  430,  434,  441,  444.  Affront 
I'ottawattomies,  397.  Cause  dissen- 
sion among  Sacs,  412.  Hostilities  with 
Sioux,  29,  30,  70,  144,  149,  150,  152- 
155,  101,  104,  181,  184;  allies,  417 
(see  also  Sioux).  Raided  by  ^\■^nue- 
bagoes,  4  ;  intermarry  with  them,  7._ 
Jesuits  among,  50,  57,  01,  05.  07-70, 
82-88  ;  conspire  against  French,  141, 
14;;,  147,  14S,  150;  pacilied  by  I*er- 
rot,  148,  149;  send  envoys  to  Que- 
bec, 100,  104,  170,  172;  hostilities 
with  French.  200,  298,  312.  310-325, 
327,  333,  338-341,  301,  370;  French 
seek  to  destroy.  283,  280,  20S  ;;07, 
450,  403-100,  408;  besiege  Detroit, 
207-282 — this  band  almost  destroyed, 
283-  288,  201-205,  :M0  :  Louvigny's 
exi)editiou  against,  342,  344,  377,  .3SG  ; 
send  envoys  to  ^Vlontreal,  377.  380 ; 
captive,  at  Montreal.  379;  again  un- 
ruly, 303,  300-308  ;  promise  to  keep 
the  peace,  420,  421.  4<10  ;  must  be 
subjected,  440;  defeated  at  Fort 
Chartr(>s,  413  ;  enumeration  of  inju- 
ries inllicled  by  them.  450-40.3;  ac- 
cused of  breaking  tlie  peace,  451-403, 
400;  ask  f(U'  missionary  and  com- 
mandant, 4GG,  407  ;  incited  against 
Flench,  47G.  Fox  war  —  expenses  In- 
cuiii'd  in.  400-407;  opinions  of  nn's- 
sionaries  on,  440-450,  453-450  ;  funds 
asked  for,  477. 

Fi-ance,  3S.  01,  GO.  78.  88,  01.  OS. 
100.  107  10!),  110.  120.  132,  133. 
ICL',  105,  173,  177  170,  1SS.  103. 
190,      202,     207,      210.      220.  228, 

204.  207.  300,  321,  ;:oo.  .3T4.  -ni, 

4H»  ;  i'i'Von\ies,  how  o  Dci  tinl.  177; 
relation  with  c(»lonles.  250;  govern- 
niejit  makes  presents  to  Indians.  215 
(sec^  also  Presents).  liogencv  coun- 
rll.  341.    Ccunicil  of  marine.  340.  3S7, 

430,  40.3  — proceedings.  33S  34(5,  3S.-.. 
38(».  305  400  ;  requests  more  mission- 
aries. 302. 

French  (In  Canada),  S,  28.  50,  r.2,  fil, 
05.  S3.  84.  00.  102.  104.  lO."..  111. 
12.S.  i:i0  1.".2.  101.  104.  105.  lOS.  170, 
LSI  1S3.  103.  232  2-37  ;  ns  e\|>lorers. 
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2  ;  at  Lake  Superior,  20,  22-26,  115- 
119  ;  attack  English  at  Hudson  Bay, 
109  ;  plunder  English  traders,  o07,  317, 
319,  333,  337  ;  renegades,  301  ;  should 
establish  new  posts,  332-335,  345  ; 
skill  as  voyageurs,  350,  357;  ad- 
vancing toward  Missouri  river,  413  ; 
slaveholders,  30,  454.  Trade  with 
Indians  (see  also  Fur  trade),  4,  8, 
10,  21,  29,  33-48,  70,  72,  SO,  100, 
108,  149-151,  154,  155,  175,  208, 
244,  245,  248,  253,  200,  297, 
298  —  with  Sioux,  141,  187,  191,  192, 
195,  19G,  198,  199  ;  illicit  traders 
(see  also  Coureurs  de  hols),  201,  2(52. 
Regarded  by  savages  as  spirits,  50 ; 
plundered  by  Indians,  151,  181,  182, 
188,  189 ;  besieged  at  Detroit,  207 
(see  also  Detroit)  ;  slain  by  Indians, 
101,  114,  lie,  118,  120-125,  145,  151, 
1G5,  181,  185,  200,  239,  248,  249, 
254,  255,  201,  298,  311,  312,  320. 
390,  430,  445,  450,  451,  454-403.  Al- 
gonkins  take  refuge  with,  11  ;  fail  to 
protect  Ilurons  against  Iro(|Uois,  14  ; 
with  Illinois,  373  ;  recalled  from 
INIiami  village,  394,  395  ;  hostilities 
against  Iroquois,  1,  11,  32,  107  —  at 
peace  with  them,  47  ;  aided  by  North- 
western tribes  against  Iro<iuois,  133; 
protect  Winnebagoes,  7.  Si-ek  to  de- 
stroy Foxes  (see  also  I'^oxcs),  283, 
289,  293-295,  298-307— incite  other 
tribes  against  them;  318  321,  428.  Pol- 
icy toward  Indians,  135,  138-140,  142, 
148,  150,  152-100,  170-173.  177,  222- 
231,  240-242,  247-251,  204,  200,  289, 
290-307,  312,  313,  321-3  10,  315,  347- 
349,  389-390,  430,  441-451.  455,  450, 
403-408 ;  incite  savages  against  Eng- 
lish, 317,  319,  321;  burn  Indian  cap- 
tives, 447,  407. 
French  regime,  corruption  in  its  later 
years,  xv. 

Fronteuac,  Douis  de  lUiade.  comte  de, 
110,  103,  178,  200,  250;  governor- 
general  of  Canada.  177;  sends  Jolh^t 
to  explore  Mississippi.  89 ;  arrests 
Dii  Lnth,  100;  pacifies  Indian  tril)es, 
107.  108;  erects  fort.  128;  sui)erseded. 
Ill  ;  sent  back  to  Canada,  133.  i:?5, 
138;  sends  envoy  to  Northwestern 
tribes,  135;  recalls  voyageurs.  151; 
seek.s  to  maintain  pence  ;imong  tribes. 
354,  157.  101  ;  harangues  Indians.  170- 
17.^;  lends  expedition  against  Ti-otpiols, 
170;  orders  Jjo  S'lenr  to  erect  forts. 
177:  ojiposes  his  plans.  177.  179;  let- 
•  ter  by.  173.  174  ;  died.  141. 

Fruits,  Willi  food  of  Indians,  0.  24. 

Fnilnln.  —  de.  Tarbs  omdnl.  "207. 


Fur  trade,  140,  223,  340,  347  ;  French  in 
(see  also  French),  1,  4,  8,  73,  107; 
in  Northwest,  10,  408  ;  at  Detroit,  200, 
201  ;  at  Montreal,  29,  33,  297,  298 ; 
at  missions,  100  ;  routes,  128,  173  ; 
intertribal,  39,  190  (see  also  Trade). 
Articles  of  barter  in,  77,  253,  35G 
—  I)ricis.  198.  400-400;  a  nu)Ut)p- 
oly,  173  170.  2i)8,  '210.  254,  32S> — its 
character,  471-475  ;  sub-let,  472  475  ; 
how  conducted,  100,  258,  200,  289,  297, 
357,  389,  437,  438,  441,  471-475  ; 
regulated  and  restricted,  210,  202,  207, 
330,  331  —  prohibited  to  French  offi- 
cials, 240,  243,  248,  205  ;  ollicers  en- 
gaged in,  222  (see  also  Command- 
ants) ;  illicit,  100,  175-177,  194,  201- 
203,  209,  228,  229,  231,  232,  257, 
259,  335,  839,  420  (see  also  Coureurs 
de  hois)  —  penalties  for,  202,  297; 
amount  (1708),  250;  prolic  in,  100; 
liquor  in,  330  (see  also  Brandy,  and 
Licpior  tratlic)  ;  importance  of  beaver 
in,  187,  191  (see  also  Beaver)  ;  evils  at- 
tending, 214-210  ;  coureurs  de  bois  use- 
ful in,  200  ;  benelited  by  issuance  of  li- 
censes, 299,  300  (see  also  Licenses)  ; 
checked  by  Fox  war,  301  ;  abiimlance  of 
peltries  (1717),  349;  supplies  Indians 
witli  guns,  451,  452;  importance  to 
Canada.  133.  240,  298.  ICngii.sh  in, 
322,  32.5,  331,  335,  330,  470:  their 
goods  cheaper  than  French,  130,  131, 
112.  224.  250,  297,  345;  relative  prices 
of  l-'rench  goods.  208,  213.  3:'.0 ; 
i:nglish  control  trade.  253,  258,  292. 
See  also  I'eltries.  Trade,  and  Traders. 


Oagxox,  Ernest.  Louis  Jnltirt,  cited.  89. 
Calena.  111.,  mines  at,  151. 
(Jallfet,  —  de,  328. 

Oalinee,  IXonO  de  r.rehant  de.  Snipitlan, 
explorations,  03;  shetdi.  02. 

Calleys.  captive  Iroquois  sent  to,  133; 
punishment  for  Illicit  tradtM\s.  202. 

(;an)i)ling,  among  Itnlians.  307.  309.  .375; 
prevalent  at  French  posts.  215. 

(Jame.  S.  22;  on  St.  ('l;ilr  vivcr.  120; 
abundant  around  Crcat  Lukes,  370, 
375  —  In  Wisconsin,  9.  OH.  81  :  scnrcltr, 
5:  ext<M"minnte<1  at  Dctr<i|t,  201. 

Carlie  (onion.  Althmi).  301. 

Ciarrlsons.  slionld  be  maintained  in  West- 
ern posts.  325;  should  be  withdrawn 
fnun  Northwest.  173.  175.  2L5.  210; 
withdrawal  from  upp  m-  country,  230. 

Carters.  87.  374. 

Cnr.v.  Ctporfro,  nntlonarian.  cited.  30.  42. 
Cntlneau,  — ,  supplies  wheat  for  t«-ooi>s. 
384. 
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Gens  des  Terres  (Tetes  tie  Boule),  Al- 
gonquian  tribe,  attack  Ottawas,  107  ; 
hostilities  witli  Nortliwestern  tribes, 
170;  siietch,  114,  115. 

Gentes,  40.    See  Clans. 

Germain,  — ,  slain  in  battle,  284. 

Girdles,  87. 

Glacis,  military  term,  defined,  128. 
Gold,  mines  supposed  to  exist  at  Kas- 

kaskia,  325. 
Gourds,  49. 

Goyogouans,  315.    See  Cayugas. 

Grand  Terre,  French  appellation  of  Ou- 

hensiwan.  317. 
Grapes,  wild,  In  Wisconsin,  G8  ;  quality, 

129,  373  ;  dried  by  Indians,  150. 
Grass,  height  attained,  120. 
Grasshoppers,  a  pest  at  Detroit,  250. 
Grease,  384  ;  as  food,  42,  44  ;  on  hair, 

307  ;  prices,  407. 
Green  Bay,  20,  34,  42,  40-48,  55,  02, 

03,   84,  80,   87,   89,   93,   95,   90,  99; 

tribes  at,  38,  39,  41,  07;  Jesuits  at, 

65-07,   80 ;   French    post  abandoned, 

200  ;    region  about — tribes  in,  3-10  ; 

advantages,  83. 
Green  Lake  county.  Wis.,  42. 
Grenade-mortar,  used  in  Fox  war,  342. 
Grey  Nuns,  hospital  order,  founded,  244. 
Grlst-ralll,  at  Cahokia,  332. 
Groceries,  duties  on,  210. 
Grosellliers,    Medard   Chouart   des,  19; 

in  Wisconsin,  21. 
Grosse  Poiute,  Foxes  routed  at,  283,  284. 
Grosson,  443.    See  St.  Ange  do  Bellcrlve. 
Qru,  French   appellation  of  corn  meal, 

355. 

Guenot,  Jean,  Rouon  merchant,  furnishes 
sni)plies  for  troops,  384. 

Gueslis,  Francois  Vaillant  do,  Jesuit.  131. 

Gull  lot,  Moraut,  furnishes  supplies  for 
troops,  407. 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  91,  92. 

Gum,  for  canoes  :  price,  405.    See  Pitch. 

Gunpowder,  199;  brought  to  Canada. 
837;  In  barter.  201;  s!ippIlod  to  In- 
dians. 183,  187.  189.  191.  192.  293. 
441  ;  prices,  401.  403,  405.  See  also 
Ammunition. 

Guns.  45;  fired  to  uotify  arrival,  42; 
prices,  401-404.     See  also  Fireaniis. 


IlAniTANTH,  term  donned,  \VM)  \  of  llllnoia, 
439. 

rialr.  why  worn  short.  359. 
riannlbal.  Mo.,  180. 

Ilaros,  totem  of  clan,  54  ;  size.  72  ;  fur 

used  for  hats,  210. 
Ilarslia  &  WIllcox,  Detroit  prlulors,  2«)7. 


Ilatcliets,  40,  49  ;  of  stone,  4,  15  ;  given 
to  Sioux,  15  ;  in  barter,  33. 

ilats,  of  fur,  210. 

Havana,  West  Indies,  I'JO. 

Hazelnut,  at  Detroit,  129. 

Ilebberd,  S.  S.,  Wificonain  under  French 
Dominiun,  cited,  2,  283. 

Hennepin,  Louis,  Kecollet  priest,  108, 
109;  Description  de  la  Louiiiane,  108. 

Henry,  Alexander,  Travel's  and  Adven- 
tures, cited,  115,  128. 

Ileriee,  370.    See  Lake  Erie. 

Herring,  354;  caught  by  Indians,  9. 

Hinhanetons,  194  ;  meaning  of  name, 
193. 

Hoffman,  W.  J.,  "Grand  Medicine  So- 
ciety," 307,  370. 

lloltzknecht,  J.,  antiquarian,  42. 

Honeoye  Falls,  N.  Y.,  location,  09. 

Horses,  414  ;  at  Detroit,  252  ;  in  Illinois, 
374,  452  ;  trade  in,  475. 

Hospital  Nuns  of  St.  .Joseph,  their  work, 
244.    See  Grey  Nuns. 

Hostages,  12  ;  given  by  Indi:>ns,  255  ; 
Foxes  re(iuired  to  furnish.  343.  346; 
of  Foxes,  at  Montreal,  378.  379. 

Hotel  Dleu  (hospital),  at  Montreal.  244. 

Hough.  Walter.  "Fire-making  Appara- 
tus," cited,  43. 

Houses,  covered  with  thatch,  270  ; 
of  bark,  253,  038  ;  French,  how  built, 
353. 

Hunter,  General  Kobert,  governor  of  New 
York,  330  ;  sends  envoy  to  Onondagaa, 
310;  writes  to  Kamezay,  :»17,  337. 

Hunting,  8:  tribal,  0;  methods  used  by 
Indians,  9;  annual  expcdit Ions,  36S. 

Huntiiig-giounds,  apportioiu-d  among 
trll)os,  ISO. 

Ilurons.  41,  02.  70.  85,  89.  94.  95.  97, 
98.  113.  115.  120,  130.  140.  107. 
171,  205.  238.  241,  208;  location.  211. 
220,  209.  284.  350.  308  :  at  Detroit. 
253.  309  —  removal  to,  204-200.  217. 
218  —  why  they  wont  to.  257,  262; 
migrations.  17;  floo  to  Wisconsin,  17, 
22,  23  — to  Mlchllilmacklnac.  SO.  83; 
l)opulatlon,  370;  chnrnclorlstlcs,  13, 
130,  134,  137.  354.  ."{."U.  308 -— t  roach - 
ory.  2S.  29.  107.  TlitMr  .•m.-uu.n. 

.".59  :  cons!>iro  acalnsl  FoXos.  2!»3  ;  ro- 
siionslblo  for  thoir  d<\s(  met  Ion  and  thnt 
<»f  Mascoutens.  271.  293;  Kill  I'oxos. 
;'.i;i>  killed  by  them.  300;  ask  I'ronoh 
aid  against  Foxos.  298;  aid  French 
against  that  tribe.  339.  341  ;  en- 
slaved by  Iroquois.  12.  14.  137;  ovor- 
thrown  by  that  Irlbo.  339.  341  :  nt- 
lacked  by  thoni.  22;  seek  nllinnoo 
with  tluMU.  i;U).  133.  137.  142.  162. 
2;»1  ;    desire   fo   sottio   anioni{  thorn, 


INDEX. 


IGt) ;  hostilities  with  Kickapoos,  285  ; 
alliauce  with  Miamis,  211,  212  ;  at 
war  with  Miamis  aud  Ottawas,  232  ; 
alliauce  with  Ottawas,  17  ;  demoral- 
ized by  Ottawas,  U4  ;  hatred  of  them, 
212,  333 ;  attack  them,  23U ;  hostili- 
ties with  Sioux,  lU-19,  2G-31 ;  at- 
tacked by  them,  22 ;  make  peace 
with  Wiuuebagoes,  1,  2 ;  at  Detroit, 
aid  French,  2(Jl)-272,  283 ;  atone  for 
murder  of  Frenchman,  124  ;  send  en- 
voys to  Denonville,  131  ;  pacilied  by 
Cadillac,  1(J1 ;  dislike  him,  258  ;  con- 
ference with  Vaudreuil,  223-22G  ;  re- 
proach him,  321  ;  trade  with  lJugllsh, 
254  ;  intrigue  with  English,  liiu  ;  seek 
alliance  with  them,  212. 

Huron  confederacy,  overthrown  by  Iro- 
quois, 10,  12. 

Huron-Iroquois  family,  38. 

Hurous,  "Neutral,"  absorbed  by  Iro- 
quois, 11. 

Hydrography,  school  of,  at  Quebec,  395  ; 

taught  by  Jesuits,  390. 
Hyroquois,  1.    See  Iroquois. 


iBEuviLLE,  Pierre  le  Moyne,  sleur  d',  173, 
194,  200,  313  ;  founds  colonies  on  Gulf 
coast,  1G5  ;  friendly  to  Le  Sueur,  177  ; 
accused  of  illicit  truflic,  201  ;  sketch, 
199. 

Ice-boat,  used  by  French,  90. 

Ihanktonwan  (Yankton,  liinhanetous) . 
Siouan  tribe,  193  ;  control  lied  Stone 
Quarry,  193,  194. 

He  aux  bois  blanc,  location,  300. 

  Cochons  (IJelle  Isle),  309. 

 dindes  (Turkey),  location,  306. 

 Esclaves  (Slave),  location,  300. 

■          poux  (Louse),  location,  300. 

Illinois  (Ilimouec,  Iliniouek,  lliouetz, 
lUinoiHs,  Islinols,  Jslinois),  3,  5-7, 
38,  41,  48,  89  -91,  99,  105,  107,  109, 
111,  113,  120,  132,  141,  150,  155, 
157,  175,  170,  179,  180,  198-200,  228, 
289,  321  ;  location,  41,  57,  81,  99, 
285,  373,  375;  flee  from  their  coun- 
try, 112;  population.  57,  77,  302.  373; 
langunge,  57  ;  costume,  373 ;  charac- 
teristics, 5,  7,  57,  58,  01,  81,  82,  90  ; 
traders,  77^^ — in  slaves,  30,  90 ;  ask 
for  missionary,  04,  ($5,  77  (see  also 
Missions);  Jesuits  with.  84,  90.  90; 
French  olllcers  visit,  324  ;  aid  I'^renclj 
at  Detroit  siege,  272  —  In  Vox  wnr. 
339;  accusations  against  Foxes,  450- 
403;  fall  to  restore  Fox  captives.  442. 
444;  I'oxps  demand  their  caplives 
from,  4'17-451  ;  must  realore  Fox  cap 


tives,  405-407  ;  hostilities  with  Foxea, 
300,  313,  314,  319,  373,  418-121,  429, 
434,  445,  440,  451,  454-409  ;  hostili- 
ties   with    Iroquois,  13,  57,  97,  114, 

132,  310  ;  defeat  Mascoutens,  341  ; 
French  strive  to  secure  peace  between 
Miamis  and,  302-305,  313  ;  hostile 
to  Sacs,  300  ;  hostilities  with  Sioux, 
57,  150 ;  slain  by  Winnebagoes,  5-7 ; 
defeat  Winnebagoes,  411,  412  ;  hostili- 
ties with  Wisconsin  tribes,  00,  141, 
377,  378,  380,  381,  393,  394, '  429; 
make  peace  with  neighboring  tribes, 
5,  0,  303,  304,  313,  318,  322,  338. 

Illinois  (Ilinois)  country,  440,  452; 
fauna,  59  ;  climate,  374  ;  fat  exported 
from,  355 ;  slavery  in,  454 ;  trans- 
ferred from  jurisdiction  of  Canada  to 
that  of  Louisiana,  443  ;  French  settle- 
ments in  danger,  450-452. 

Indiana  Geological  Report,  cited.  373. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  Publica- 
tions, cited,  443. 

Indians,  tribal  divisions,  40  (see  also 
Clans)  ;  ratio  of  men  to  women,  371  ; 
agility,  372  ;  complexion,  300,  372, 
374  ;  beardless.  34  ;  mode  of  dress, 
306-309,  371-376;  food.  9,  18,  20,  24, 
25,  190,  310  (see  also  Beans.  Corn, 
Ulce,  and  'I'ripe  do  roclie)  ;  hunting  the 
occupation  of  men,  :'>(J0  ;  nu'thods  of 
warfare,  ;{08  ;  ravages  of  intemper- 
ance amopg,  388,  389.  Traits  of  char- 
acter.  3-8,   14.   47.   48.   55,   S7,  130, 

133,  135.  i:!0.  130-142.  149.  152, 
155,  102,  214,  2:{3,  242,  279.  389.  390; 
mimics,  81  ;  la("k  of  discipline  among, 
250;  superstitious.  73,  101.  Aid 
I'rcnchmen  In  illicit  trade,  175 — In 
war,  ;129  ;  value  of  their  alliance  with 
French,  109;  proposal  to  enroll.  In 
Canadian  militia.  250.  251,  201  ;  sup- 
ply corn  to  French.  314.  315.  318, 
;',22,  ;?27  ;  Incited  by  English  against 
French.  470.  Wisconsin  tribes  at  war, 
222;  Soulhern  tribes  hostile  to  Hu- 
rons.  ;)59  ;  peace  among  western  tribes, 
34  S. 

Indliui  children,  toys  of.  73  ;  omployeil 
by  mlssloMarles  ni^Miusi  supei st Itleui 
beliefs.  S3. 

Indian  clibMs  :  Of  war.  44;  expected  to 
be  liberal.  3  ;  Interred  by  I'reneh 
with  military  ceremonies.  322.  323, 
33S.  347:  hnve  but  little  authority, 
235.  230.  250.  4 IS.  420.  451— except 
aniong  llurons.  350,  and  MInmls.  40  ; 
hereditnry.  HIO.  187. 

Indian  customs  :  warriors  and  mo\irnert 
blacken  their  skins.  40.  150.  100.  1«>0  ; 
I>odles  aueinled.  71.  r.r»0     pninted  ( 
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Taint)  ;  welcome  of  guests,  5,  27,  34- 
3G,  43,  44,  58,  71 — by  weeping,  15, 
Hi  ;  canoes  of  victorious  warriors  pil- 
laged, 13G  ;  medical  practice,  53,  54  ; 
divination  by  tasting,  53,  417  ;  atone- 
ment for  murder,  102-104  ;  murder  re- 
venged, 101  ;  dead  cremated,  54  ;  name 
of  dead  "resuscitated,"  79  ;  period  of 
mourning,  to  influence  Great  Spirit,  G. 

Indian  dances,  85,  3G0,  375,  37G  ;  pro-  - 
vided  for  guests,  5.  Buffalo,  41G  ;  cal- 
umet, 57,  58,  Gl,  90,  123,  3G8,  39G, 
41(i  ;  medicine,  3G7 ;  scalp,  451,  458, 
4G1,  4G2  ;  scout,  3G8,  41G  ;  war,  49, 
50,  281 ;  by  women,  3G7. 

Indian  feasts,  38,  44,  48-50,  58,  81,  IGO  ; 
"eat-all,"  50,  51;  war,  ]53;  in  honor 
of  bear,  417  ;  offered  to  French,  102  ; 
in  honor  of  sun,  40,  51,  53,  54  ;  divin- 
ities impersonated  at,  80. 

Indian  games,  374,  37G ;  provided  for 
guests,  5  ;  dish,  lacrosse,  and  straws, 
how  played,  3G9.  \ 

Indian  manufactures  and  arts  :  braided 
work,  4;'>  ;  embroidery,  44,  124  ;  spin- 
ning of  buffalo  wool,  374  ;  mats,  3GG  ; 
canoes,  370. 

Indian  music,  instrumental,  44  ;  songs  — 
calumet,  27,  44  ;  invoking  spirits,  48, 
50  ;  of  medicine-men,  3G  ;  war,  49,  281  ; 
of  lamentation,  192. 

Indian  oratory  :  speeches,  145,  1G3-I(i5  ; 
1G7-170,  192,  27;'.,  275-278,  282,  290- 
204,  418-420,  45(;-4(i3  ;  rlietoric,  2,  4  7.  j 

Indian  religious  beliefs,  G  (sco  also  • 
Spirits);  of  Algonkins.  50-51,  58;  of 
Foxes,  5G  ;  of  Illinois,  5S  ;  divinitic-s. 
31,  32,  410  (see  also  Sky,  and 
Sun) — t)n.'erings  to  them,  87  (see  also 
Sacrihfcs,  and  lObacco).  Souls — vnv 
mics  sacrificed  to,  5  ;  destiny,  187  ; 
lislics  have  immortal,  52. 

Indian  sup/crstitions,  73.  lul.  259,  414, 
41G  ;  regarding  copper,  52;  origin  vt 
diseases,  53  ;  holies  of  animals  must 
not  be  burned,  52  ;  c  i-oiiaiiou  of  dead. 
54. 

Indian  villages,  at  mouth  of  C.rcon 
I5ay,  3  ;  abandoned.  G,  27;'>  ;  inhabited 
by  more  tlian  one  I  ribe,  s. 

Indian  wonu'U,  2,  G,  7,  12,  29.  4  5.  19.  55, 
8G,  102.  151,  153.  190,  27:;,  27G.  277. 
281,  282,  28G,  288.  3G8.  37G,  :'.78,  430, 
459-lGl  ;  physical  appearance.  3(50. 
374  ;  mode  of  dross.  ;!(>7.  371,  372,  375, 
370;  industrious.  7;  till  the  soil.  75. 
354  ;  aid  In  making  canoes,  370  ;  make 
mats,  3G({ ;  In  Wisconsin  tribes,  oljar- 
acterlzod.  300;  sf;\1us.  among  Ilurons 
and  OMawas.  .359;  lio-ntiousin^ss 
among,   215.   ;iG1,  3(12:   take  i>ar(  in 


battles,  343  ;  their  dances,  3G7.  See 
also  Adultery,  Divorce,  and  Polyg- 
amy. 

Indies,  West,  English  in,  199. 

Intemperance,  among  Indians,  1G8,  259, 
2G5,  340— effects,  388. 

Interpreters,  228,  347,  348,  354,  4G0  ; 
sent  to  live  with  savages,  1  ;  influ- 
ence with  Indians,  1-3  ;  ai  Detroit, 
244,  257,  2G1,  27G,  342. 

Inyanbosndata,  Indian  name  for  Cannon 
river,  184. 

Iowa,  descril>ed,  15. 

lowas  (Aioucz,  Aoyest,  Ayavois,  Ayoes, 
Ayouets,  Ayouez.  Yoals),  15,  95,  180, 
180.  188-190.  320,  3G2,  413,  400  ;  lo- 
cation, 180,  190;  till  soil,  188;  hostili- 
ties with  Feangui(.-has,  ISO;  friendly 
to  Foxes,  230,  4GG  ;  French  make 
peace  with,  459. 
Iron,  34,  35,  44  ;  Indian  appellation  for 
French  goods.  192  ;  use  of,  introduced 
among  Ottawas.  33  ;  unknown  to 
Sioux,  15,  17;  regarded  as  a  divinity, 
IG;  revered  by  Indians,  43 — import- 
ance of.  to  them,  103;  mines,  91. 
Irofpiois  ( Ilyroqiiois,  Irocois.  Irokois,  Ir- 
roquois.  Yrokois),  30.  01.  02,  95.  98, 
110,  120,  120.  12S.  145-147,  201.  205, 
211,  217,  231.  239.  2G1.  318.  323,  32G  ; 
in  mission  colonies,  49.  88,  328;  popu- 
lation. 315,  321.  Trade  at  Detroit, 
200  ;  inl!uen(re  upon  fur  trade,  130- 
i:;:;.  112.  250;  trade  with  Lake  tribes, 
335  ;  infest  routes  of  travel,  358 ; 
envoys  of.  at  C}uebec.  293  ;  envoys 
sl:;in,  1G7  :  Algonkins  settle  with, 
2(l.s  ;  liaiass  Algonldns,  11;  drive 
llu'ia  westward.  21;  hostilities  with 
tiiem,  13.  20.  132,  133;  make  peace 
V  iih  thiMii,  1  ;  Foxes  flee  to,  289  ;  offer 
Foxes  an  asylum,  405,  4ti0,  1(58  ;  Foxes 
their  allies,  3.01.  417;  seek  to  absorb 
Ilunnis,  25S,  2G2  ;  absorb  neutral  Ilu- 
i(.i!s.  11;  hostiiidi's  with  Illinois,  57, 
97.  11).  :!15  :  with  MascH»utens,  71, 
112;  visit  Niiamis.  21.".;  tlwir  alilos, 
1(10;  bold  council  with  MisslssllHUCii, 
2<;3  ;  desli-oy  Nadotiaiclis.  3.  \  :  Norlh- 
Wivstern  iriUi-s  incited  against.  152, 
157  —  unite  against.  IGO;  captured  by 
Ojlbwas.  47.  4S  ;  killed  by  tln>ni.  203; 
cumnuinieai  ion  with  Ottawas  prevent- 
ed. 297:  fail  to  n-slore  Ottawa  cap- 
lives.  207:  hostilities  with  (lirni.  353; 
with  Southern  tribes.  321  ;  joined  by 
Tnscaroras.  315.  321  :  Western  bands 
Sl  ide  among.  20S  ;  policy  toward  (hose 
tribes,  3t51  :  Intrigues  with  theni.  223, 
224.  3»)S,  310.  321.  333.  345.  394.  398. 
.399;   hostilities   with.    171.   359  ;;0l  ; 
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should  be  kept  fi-om  intercourse  with, 
37G  ;  hostilities  with  ^Viscoll.siLl  tribt  s, 
41,  65,  09-71,  78,  81  ;  menace  Detroit, 
211) ;  must  be  pucified,  ;  should 

be  destroyed,  21G  ;  restrained  from  war 
on  other  tribes,  2;i0  ;  raids  into  Can- 
ada, 1,  14  ;  against  French,  1,  11,  14  ; 
invade  AVisconsiu,  10-13,  23  ;  hostili- 
ties with  French,  132-135,  150,  158  ; 
aid  French  at  Detroit  sley,e,  284  ;  in- 
vited to  join  forces  aj^aiust  French, 
310 ;  treaty  with  French,  200  ; 
French  agent  among,  24(3,  247  ; 
French  visit,  337  ;  enslaved  by  Denon- 
ville,  132,  133 ;  send  collar  to  Douis 
XV,  382;  promise  neutrality  between 
French  and  English,  2G3  ;  under  Eng- 
lish domination,  31G ;  emissaries  of 
English,  317,  382,  309. 
Isan-ta-mde,  Sioux  name  for  Mille  Lacs, 
194. 

Isan-ya-ti  (Santee),  194. 

Islands,  3,  10,  32,  85,  107,  Vid,  3G5,  3GG. 
409,  410;  swept  away  by  ice,  G;  in 
Lake  Superior,  yielding  copper,  74-7G. 
Achemikouan,  73.  lieaver,  location, 
359  ;  inhabited  by  Indians,  359. 
Cape  I'reton,  335.  Hog,  location,  283. 
Huron,  location,  10;  Indians  dwell 
on,  10,  11.  Mackinac,  89.  97  ; 
shape,  350 ;  described,  80 ;  rend(v.- 
vous  for  Indians,  80  ;  .Jesuit  mis- 
sion on,  83.  Madelaine,  French  fort 
on,  173.  IManitoulin,  83,  84;  location, 
10;  Ottawas  on,  10,  79,  SO:  rendez- 
vous for  savages,  290,  328.  Manitou- 
minis,  yields  copper,  75.  ]Mlchii)ico- 
ten  (IMissipicouatong) ,  72.  Montreal, 
•ravaged  by  Iroquois,  1.";.".,  138.  158. 
Newfoundland,  210.  Orh^ans,  llurons 
dwell  on,  14.  Tliunder,  wiiy  thus 
named,  74.  Washington,  descrilcd, 
359;  inhabited  by  Indians,  10. 

Islanders,  Algonipiian  tribe,  Nlcolet 
among,  1. 

Isle,  Crande,  described,  ,'5(U>.  l^n  IIu- 
ronne,  237.  Peb'e,  location  and  im- 
portance. 10.  Royale  (Uoyalle),  383. 
409  ;  applanation  of  Cape  Hreton  I 
Island.  335.  Koyalc  (Minong.  Lake 
Superior),  d(\scripf  ion,  74;  Indian  su 
l)orstitions  n-garding.  72-75. 

Itneougik,  n  Mississagua,  endssary  of 
English,  311. 


JrjNTCS,  A.  V).,  "Wild  rice  g.ilberers  of 

the  Upper  Lakes,"  cited,  0. 
.Tosnits,  01,  95.  OS.  102.  114.  13<.  138. 

222,  224,  230 ;  as  explorers,  03,  04  ; 


their  missions,  2  (see  also  Missions)  ; 
servants  murdered,  99  ;  persecuted, 
101  ;  tr.iders  store  goods  with.  111 ; 
baptize  condemned  captives,  121  ;  In- 
dian and  French  council  at  their 
house,  144-14G  ;  relations  with  Cadil- 
lac, 204-208,  211-214,  21G-218 ; 
ready  to  abandon  Ottawa  missions, 
214  ;  needed  among  Miamis,  285  ; 
more  asked  for  Canada,  .'192,  390  ;  con- 
duct school  of  hydrography,  395,  390  ; 
estates,  439 ;  lay  brethren,  100,  143  ; 
donnos,  114;  list  of,  cited,  131.  In 
Indian  aflairs,  115,  125,  120,  1:50,  131, 
134,  137,  138,  157,  158,  200,  203,  205- 
208,  211-218,  225,  235-237,  240,  245, 
249,  303,  317-319,  333,  3.34,  432,  440, 
444.  440-450,  453-457,  400.  407-409  ; 
envoys  to  tribes,  59  ;  methods  in  deal- 
ing with  savages,  04,  72.  80-84.  93, 
104;  teach  agriculture  to  Indians,  04, 
179.  J.  M.  J.,  initials  used  in  letters 
by  .Jesuits,  232.  See  also  Mission- 
aries. 

Jesuit  colleges  :  Quebec,  89  ;  St.  Mary's, 
Montreal,  9(). 

Jesuit  Itclation.-i,  cited,  xi-xv,  xvii,  1-3, 
7,  9,  10,  13,  14,  1(J,  21-25,  30  32.  34. 
39,  40,  42,  43,  50-9<),  104,  113,  114, 
131,  152,  170,  209,  210,  217,  25:1.  332, 
355,  307,  ;u;9,  401,  431,  432.  454. 

Jesus,  regaid(>d  by  Indians  as  a  god  of 
war,  84. 

Jews.  3(53  ;  Indians  compared  with, 
359,  301. 

Jlinois     (.Illinois),     373-370,     4  15 
See  Illinois. 

furnishes 


provisions 


:^5S, 
i48. 
for 


Joannes,    — . 
troops,  407. 

Joliet.  Louis,  22.  42.  90  !)2  ;  explores 
Mississippi  river;  89;  death,  390; 
sketch.  89. 

J(iliet  l/:,cliaiieV],  135;  at  Lake  Su- 
perior, 22. 

Jolici.  III.,  terminus  of  canal.  92. 

Joiu  airc  (.]onc<(uere,  Joiu  -iuieri-l .  I.vmiIs 
Tboiiias  dc.  Iinys  corn  from  Iroquois. 
;\\\,  :nr).  :;i.S.  327;  sent  to  Iroquois, 
210,  210.  :i21.  ;i37:  sketch.  22S. 

Jones.  A.  V...  nhnfraphivnl  sKitrtt  of 
Aiuhr.  died.  00. 

JoM<>J,  rcler.  Oirhnntf  /arfifMM.  cited. 
31. 

Joseph,  a  rcucgjule  Fox.  aids  I'reneli. 
209:  crocs  to  (Jucbec,  2*n5. 

Joua«hin.  Mi<tclilgamia  clii.>f.  answer  to 
I'oxcs.  157. 

JoucherhuMica,  an  Illinois,  shiln  by 
Foxes.  459. 

Juchereau,  N(W'I,  establishes  post  on  Mis- 
sissippi, 211. 
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Jugglers,  30.  See  Medicine-men. 
Juggiei-y,  among  Ottawas,  83, 


Kans.vs  (Cansas,  Kanfjab),  Siouaa  tribe, 
1G5,  180,  lOU  ;  location,  1G7. 

Kaoukiab  (Caokias,  Caos,  Kaos),  45'J  ;  lo- 
cation, 374.    See  CaUokia. 

Kartarakoui,  Iroquois  name  for  King- 
ston, Ont.,  128. 

Kuskaskia,  111.,  Indian  village,  179,  315, 
420,  443,  448  ;  location,  OU  ;  founded, 
198 ;  population,  90  ;  cattle  at,  332  ; 
diytauce  from  the  sea,  375. 

Knskaskias  (Cascakias,  Cascaskias,  Cas- 
kacias,  Caskusscas,  KaskiiciaH,  Kas- 
kasias),  Illinois  tribe,  439,  451,  454; 
Jesuits  with,  91,  90;  remove  village, 
179  ;  migrate  to  the  Mississippi,  198. 

Katarakoui  (Cataraconi) ,  shipbuilding 
at,  128.  See  Fort  FrouLenuc  and 
Kingston. 

Kaukauna,  AVis.,  08,  100. 

Kcancewa,  Metchigaiuia  woman,  siain 
by  Foxes,  400. 

Kekakouug,  Ottawa  chief,  conversion,  02. 

Kckaliug,  08.    See  Kaukauna. 

Kerebeu,  Joseph  Francois  de,  Jesuit, 
aids  in  ransoming:  Fox  captive,  400  ; 
letter,  453-450;  sketch,  455,  450. 

Kettles,  45,  40,  49,  283  ;  in  barter,  21  ; 
of  war,  104. 

Keweenaw  ( Keoueoucuan,  Kiaouan,  Kion- 
conan),  20,  20,  70,  117,  377  ;  tribes  at, 
14. 

Keweenaw  Point,  122. 

Klckapoos  (Kekapous,  Kicapous,  Kika- 
bous,  Kikapous,  Kikapoux,  Quicapoux, 
Ouikapous),  Algonquin  tribe,  7,  38, 
155,  301,  289,  290,  302,  451;  location, 
285,  372,  409  ;  settle  at  Detroit,  293  ; 
settle  near  Terrot's  fort.  157  ;  migra- 
tions, 41,  99;  characteristics,  41,  372; 
population,  2S9,  372;  subdued  by 
Louvigny,  295;  cai)!  ivc  at  Montreal, 
379;  hold  Ottawa  captives,  2S0 ; 
release  I'ottawattomle  captives,  397; 
defeated  in  war,  2S5.  341,  342; 
menaced  by  I)<troit  Indians,  292; 
allies  of  Foxes,  2(;it.  301.  :tlO.  342,  343, 
43  1,  403,  407;  hostile  t*»  Sioux,  150; 
hostilities  with  llurous,  237;  at  war 
with  Illinois,  377.  380.  381.  393.  390, 
429,  442;  attack  other  tribes,  2tt5  ; 
Foxes  must  pacify,  :178,  379. 

Kl-lgwa,  459. 

Kllataks,  Miami  tribe.  152. 
Kintnwa.  IlilnolH  girl,  scalped.  459. 
Kioulous-Kolo.  Menonionee  chief,  at  (Jue- 

b.'c.  104. 
IvirlsdiiKii  V  20.    See  (M-ecf. 


Kischouch,  Ottawa  chief,  slain,  233. 

Ki.skakons  (Kikukons,  Kiscacons,  Kiska- 
cons,  Kiskaouetsj,  Ottawa  clan,  30,  85, 
98,  119,  124,  103,  217,  227  ;  meanin." 
of  term,  353  ;  location,  30,  04  ;  number, 
30;  remove  to  Mackinac,  117;  Jesuits 
with,  117  ;  religious  fervor,  84,  97  ; 
Christianized,  02,  04,  77. 

Kitchla,  an  Illinois,  captured  by  Foxes, 
401. 

Kiuetouan,  Fox  chief,  377. 
Kiwewenan,  380. 

Knives,  124,  384;  sheiks  used  as,  39;  of 
stone,  4,  15,  45  ;  given  to  Sioux,  15, 
10  ;  in  barter,  4,  21,  33,  198  ;  prices, 
401,  402,  404. 

Knox  county,  Ind.,  373. 

Kondiaronk  ("Le  Kat"),  Huron  chief, 
sketch,  107. 

Koufaouiliboe  (Koutaoiliboua) ,  Ottawa 
chief,  207.  230;  commended  by  Marest, 
237;  goes  to  Montreal,  290-292; 
speech,  290,  291. 

Kuit,  ^lascouten  chief,  at  siege  of  De- 
troit, 281. 


La  r.AHiiK.  r.efevre  de,  governor  of  New 
France.  110.  133;  term  of  olhce.  Ill; 
cliaracter  and  administration.  132. 

I.n  Iconic.  J.  S.,  30:  Ailourz.  cited.  32-42. 

La  Bretonnlt  pp,  Jacques  Qulntin  de,  Jes- 
uit, sketch,  395. 

Lace,  silver,  on  garments,  307. 

Laclede.  Fierre,  founds  St.  Louis,  443. 

La  (Miai)elle,  — ,  400  ;  secretary  of 
Fonncil  (tf  marine,  .'540. 

T>a  Chardoniere,  — ,  voyageur,  115. 

La  Chauvignerie,  —  de,  envoy  to  Iro- 
(piois.  204: 

La  Chcsnaye,  Charles  Aubert  de,  sketch, 
122. 

La  Chevrotiere,  — ,  voyageur,  123. 
Lachine,  42(5;  massacre  at,  i:'.3. 
LacK  sse.  Indian  game,  described,  307. 
l  a  1  )ecoiiverte,  a  contraband  trader,  231, 
232. 

La  iMirantaye.  Oliver  Morel  do,  French 
oflieer.  112;  lionrsty.  171:  Influence 
with  Indians.  133.  13.';  Croen 
Hay.  110;  conimnnds  at  Mackinac, 
125,  120.  130.  131,  131.  135;  sketclv 
110. 

Lafayrtte.  Ind..  443. 

La    I'erte.   ,   119;    furnlshis  snpplios 

for  trotips.  3S4. 

LalbMir,  — ,  i)lnndero(1  by  Foxps.  450. 

Lafoiid.  — .  plain  by  Indian;)!.  451. 

la  iMirest  (Delaforet.  iVIafoivsO.  Cull- 
lauinp.  200.  241.  .301;  in  cluuge  of 
iMirt  St.  Louis.  175.  17({;  desires  to 
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establish  post  among  J»Iiamis,  213 ; 
gives  opinion  as  to  Fox  war,  o03 ; 
goes  to  Detroit,  268,  291 ;  coiamaaid- 
ant  at  Detroit,  300,  309,  382;  death, 
311  ;  sketch,  175  ;  meuaoir  by,  307-310. 

La  Forest,  Dame,  342. 

La  Fortune,  115. 

Lafourche,  Indian  chief,  slain  by  Kanzas, 
169,  171. 

La  Galette,  327;  location,  328;  suitable 

location  for  military  post,  2(;0. 
La  Glaise  (now  Defiance),  O.,  375. 
La   (irue,  — ,   attacl^ed  by   Foxes,  457, 

4<;2. 

La  llarpe,  BSnard  de,  Journal  lihtor- 
iqne,  cited,  177,  183. 

La  Ilontan,  Armand  Louis  de  Delon- 
darce  de,  Yoijuqcs,  cited,  137. 

La  Janvrie,  — ,  Detroit  trader,  pun- 
ished for  illicit  sale  of  brandy,  423- 
420. 

La  Jeunesse,  — ,  Detroit  habitant,  273. 

Lake  Erie  (Esrie,  Ilerie,  ITerice),  13, 
03,  127,  205,  200,  225,  251,  307,  308, 
304,  305,  309,  370,  375,  409;  de- 
scribed, 351,  352 ;  I'oute  of  travel, 
201  ;  Indian  battle  on,  100-108. 

  r.utte  des  Morts  — Grand,  09;  Lit- 
tle, 39. 

■          Huron,  13,  32,  55,  03,  79,  84,  85, 

94,  90 -9S,  113,  127,  128,  131,  147,  305, 
320,  328,  338,  350,  359,  304,  371,  408  ; 
bay.s,  10 ;  size,  351,  370. 

  Michigan   (Michignan),  3,  12,  55, 

50,  04,  70,  89,  91-93,  90,  101,  289, 
338,  357,  359,  302,  304,  372,  408,  410; 
sliie,  351  ;  tides  in,  352 ;  its  shores 
thinly  inhabited,  408. 

— —  Mille  Lacs  (Minn.),  193,  194. 

•         Nepigon  ( Alimibegon) ,  21,  01;  Nip- 

issings  niijirate  to,  11. 

■          Nli»issiiig,  21,  80,  97,  305. 

  (if  Ivnives.    Soe  Liikes,  'J'liousr.nd. 

  (if  the  .Stinkards,  55.     Sec  Bays, 

(ireen. 

  Ontario   (Ontariau),  13,  03,  127, 

128.  133,  220,  200,  312.  310,  327,  334, 
330.  305,  371  ;  i^\7x\  351  ;  route  of 
travel,  201;  navigation  ou,  240;  new 
post  should  bo  established  on,  334. 

  I'epin.    10,   178.    380;   why  thus 

named,  184;  described,  184;  forts  at, 

ir.4. 

  St.  (Mair  (Ste.  ("laire),  283;  ex- 
tent, ."'.70;  d;\s('rlbed,  127;  g:iuie  on, 
129. 

  St.  Francis,  39,  09  ;  see  Lake  Win- 
nebago. 

  St.  Francis.  Lillle,  idcniily.  ."..>. 

  Simcoe,  127,  128. 


  Spirit  (Mille  Lacs),  193. 

  Superior,  10,  17,  21,  22,  20,  59- 

02,  04,  72,  70,  78,  84,  89,  107-111, 
114-117,  119,  159,  189,  242,  250,  258, 
357,  304,  377,  380,  410,  440,  440; 
named  for  Tracy,  31,  59  ;  described, 
31,  32  ;  size,  351  ;  storms  on,  25  ;  fish- 
eries, 59  ;  sourcti  of  supply  for  pelt- 
ries, 107  ;  trading-posts  on,  4uS  ;  ren- 
dezvous for  lndi^uls,  32,  257. 

  White,  39. 

  Winnebago  (Lake  des  Puans),  69, 

430  ;  described,  09  ;  size,  100  ;  abouud.s 
in  lish,  412. 

 Winueconne,  Allouez  at,  09. 

  \Viunipeg,  tribes  about,  189. 

Lakes  of  northern  Minnesota,  17,  18. 

  Great,  described,  351.  352  ;  tides 

in,  352;  route  of  travel,  201,  305; 
disciiarge  throui^h  Niagara  river,  304  ; 
forests,  309. 

 ,   Thousand    ( Isan-ta-mde,   Lake  of 

Knives,  Mille  Lacs,  Spirit  Lake), 
Minn.,  other  names,  194  ;  tribes  ou, 
19:{,  194;  Hints  obtained  at,  194. 

Lalemant,  Jerome,  Jesuit,  21. 

Lamberville,  Jean  de,  Jesuit,  sketch, 
207. 

La  .Alallet,  424. 

Lauu'r,  — ,  453. 

La  mi  ma  (Allamima),  Fox  chief,  heads 
attack  on  Detroit,  208;  a  peace  chief, 
281. 

La  Morandi^re,  —  de,  commandant  at 

(Jreen  I5ay,  390,  397. 
Lamothc  (Lamotte),  Cadillac,  102.  See 

Cadillac. 
Land,  measures  for,  2. 
L;ind  grant.s,  to  Jesuits,  439. 
Langevin,  — ,  slain  by  Foxe.-^,  401. 
Langlois,  Louis  Germain,  French  trader, 

cai»tured  by  Kickapoos,  2S0. 
La    Nolle,    Thomas    de,    French  ollicer, 

opinion  in  Fox  war,  440. 
La   Noiie,  Zacharle  Uobutel  de,  sketch, 

4  10. 

Lanour,    — .     French    ofhoer,    sent  to 

M:u-klnac.  314. 
La  Ferrlere,  Marin.  French  oflicrr.  nc- 

companies   I.oiivlgny,    3\i5 ;    nt  Mon* 

treal.  331.  3:13;  envoy  (o  8lo»lX,  314; 

skdeh,  3S0. 
La   I'etlle  Uacine.   Glt;uva  chief,  envoy 

to  Montreal.  1.31,  i;;0.  HO. 
La  IMerre  A  Ih^ohc.  459. 
1-apliice.   — .    French    soldier,    slain  by 

Indlnus,  185. 
La  I'oinle.  04.  05.  380. 
Ln  I'otherle.  llao«juevmo  do.  49.  50.  99. 

100,  103,  151,  107;  sketch,  3;  Histoirt 
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(ie  I'AinCriquc  tSci)tvutiiunalc,  cited,  xi, 
o-lU,  32-50,  'J'J-1U5,  134-141,  143- IGO. 
Lapiaiiie,  US. 

La  liochcHc,  Frauce,  IIG,  4li7, 

La  Salie  (Sale),  Ueiie  Itobert  Cavelier, 
sieur  de,  112,  12S,  132,  1(J5,  175,  201 ; 
exyJoratious,  33  ;  at  Lake  Erie,  G3  ; 
builds  Fort  St.  Louis,  01),  lOU  ;  has 
post  ou  ^Viscousiu  river,  110;  com- 
plains against  Du  Lutli,  105-110; 
plunders  illicit  traders,  100,  101. 

La  Tour,  — ,  111). 

Lauzou,  Pierre  de,  Jesuit,  sketch,  304- 
3J)G. 

La  Verendrye,  Pierre  Gautier,  sieur  de, 
French  oflicer,  his  explorations,  440. 
Law,  John,  440. 

Lawson,    Publius    V.,    Mission    of  St. 

Mark,  cited,  39. 
Lead,  prices,  401,  403-405.    Mines  —  in 

Sioux    country,    303 ;    on  Chippewa 

river,  183  ;  on  upper  Mississippi,  151, 

157  ;  discovered  by  Indians,  140,  151 ; 

discovered  by  Le  Sueur,  173,  170,  178, 

181  ;  quality  of  ore,  157. 
League,  French  land  measure,  value,  2, 

42,  181. 

Le  P>arbu,  French  appellation  of  Messi- 
tonga,  164. 

Le  Paron,  Huron  chief,  171  ;  his  son 
visits  Senecas,  102;  at  Montreal,  1G2  ; 
settles  among  Miamis,  IGG. 

Le  Pdanc,  Jean,  Ottawa  chief,  238,  239,  | 
240,  250,  291. 

T>e  Poosme,  Louis,  Jesuit  brother,  207. 

Lo  P.oullonger,  Jean  Antolne,  Jesuit,  let- 
ter, 453-45G;  sketch,  455. 

Le  Prochet  (Ficnch  appellation  of 
Ottawa  chief),  118,  110,  124  ;  ill-treats 
Mt'nnrd,  23;  gives  presents  to  Fox 
<'anMve,  4G0  ;  confers  wUIi  Vaudreuil. 
240. 

T-e  Itrun,  Fi-an^oLs,  Jesuit,  sketch.  3!)G. 
l.c  Fioid,  I'^i-cncli  apiu'llnl ion  of  a  Huron. 
19. 

Le  (lardeur  de  St.  Pieire  de  Ke;)ontl,e:ny, 
Jean  Paul,  Frencli  ofhcer,  enpaiiod  in 
Indian  affairs.  304,  305.  312,  314. 

Le.trulns,  124.    See  Mltnsscs. 

T/CfTler,  Henry  E.,  Uvnrii  dr  Tont\i. 
cited,  1G5. 

Le  J(Mine.  Paul,  Jesuit.  2. 

T,e  Malre.  Jacques,  slain  by  Ottnwns,  122. 

T-e  iVfjM'cler,  Franeols,  Jesuit,  01,  04  GO. 

Le  MIro,  — ,  115. 

T/eni(tlne,  Charles.     See  Lonmieull. 

T-e  l\Toyne,  Jean  Pnptlste.    See  Plenville. 

T>e  IMoyne,  Pierre.    See  Ihervllhv 

Le  Pesant,  Ottawa  chief.  227.  241  ;  In- 
t!ifru(s   with   Iroquois,   238;   poea  to 


Manitoulin,  290  ;  French  ask  for  his 
head,  241. 

Le  Pecit  Pled  d'  Inde  (Metauiineus) , 
Indian  apijcllation  of  I'errot,  143,  144. 

L'Lpine,  — ,  slain  by  Indians,  298. 

Le  I'orcoau,  a  I'ottawattouiie,  character, 
80. 

Le  Kat,  French  appellation  of  two  Huron 
cliiefs,  107. 

Le  Kobe  lilanche,  Kickapoo  chief,  sum- 
moned by  Vaudreuil,  379. 

Le  Kocher  (Koche),  Illinois  village,  324, 
341,  374,  451,  459,  405,  -107  ;  loca- 
tion, 373  ;  forest  of,  401  ;  Foxes  attack 
Illinois  at,  422;  destroyed  by  Foxes, 
454,  400.     See  Starved  Pock. 

Lery,  Gaspard  Chausse^'nis  de,  French 
engineer,  cited,  293-295. 

LFsehaillons,  — ,  French  officer,  ac- 
companies Louvigny,  305.  See  Kschail- 
lons. 

Les  gros,  Ouiatanon  tribe,  37G. 
Les  ma.ieste,  303. 

Lesueur,  — ,  captured  by  Foxes,  and 
family  slain,  457,  459  ;  slain  by  Foxes, 
454,  4G0. 

Le  Sueur,  Jacques  Francois,  Jesuit, 
cited,  27. 

Le  Sueur,  Pierre  Cliarlcs,  a  trader,  182, 
105.  IDC,  198.  199.  209;  discovers 
mines  on  upper  Mississip|)i,  173,  170- 
179:  accused  of  illicit  trading.  173- 
177  :  i)aci'ies  Sioux,  1,S0,  181  ;  tries  to 
render  Sioux  sedentary,  191;  com- 
mandant iit  Chequamcgon.  1S2;  voyage 
til)  the  Mississippi,  ]77  200;  sketch, 
173. 

Le  Taillandicr.  — ,  at  Fort  Chartres, 
453. 

I-e  Talon,  Ojibwa  chief,  120. 

Le  TouiuMic.  Fox  cliicf.  his  son  Killed 
by  Illinois.  :;i;{  ;  slain  by  Hurons.  3(;o. 

L  lluiliier.  -  -,  French  nlllcial.  sends 
I.I'  Sueur  to  establish  post  on  .Mis- 
sissipiti.  177;  fort  nanitMl  for,  1S8; 
assays  copper  ore.  l^^O. 

Licenses  (conges.  ptM-mits).  385.  43.T  ; 
gr.inted  to  voyagenrs.  12."^.  329.  ."..",0, 
475;  described.  100;  value.  175.  441; 
regulation  of.  3S8-3H1  ;  shtniM  \\(^  In- 
crease.!. 331;  IlletraHy  lss\tc(l.  S.Ti : 
n  sl  ricl(>.l.  4:'.7,  441;  s\n»pressr»|,  17t5, 
210.  21G,  :iso.  :v^2:  1lu<ir  rcsioratlnn. 
25,8.  202.  205  207.  207.  209.  .TIO.  437. 
See  I''ur  t  rade. 

1  .iceni  ionsm^ss.  among  s,ivag<^s.  52.  00. 
88  —  women.  21. .101.  ;J02  ;  amon^ 
French  In  Northwest.  215.  210. 

Lichen,  odiblo.  24.  80.  See  Tripe  de 
ISoehe. 

Llell.'.  — .  302.     See  IVsliettes. 
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Lignery,  —  de,  French  officer,  449, 
450 ;  sent  to  Mackinac,  205 ;  com- 
mandant at   Mackinac,  302,  304-306, 

314,  318,  322,  327,  331,  338,  445-447, 
450,  401 ;  complaints  against,  454, 
455 ;  asks  payment  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  service,  383,  384,  380,  387  ; 
extraordinary  expenses  repaid,  470 ; 
his  plan  for  attacking  Foxes,  328 ; 
sent  against  them,  312-315,  320  ;  pol- 
icy toward  Foxes,  404-400 ;  pacifies 
them,  441,  449,  404-400,  408,  400  ;  aids 
Louvigny,  402  ;  speech  by,  445  ;  sketch, 
380  ;  letter,  444-440  ;  cited,  295,  200, 

315,  333,  450. 

Linctot,  Reng  Godfroy  de,  423 ;  com- 
mandant at  Detroit,  433;  sketch,  380. 

Linden,  bark  used  as  food,  24. 

Lindsay,  Crawford,  cited,  124,  170,  403. 

Lino,  —  de,  agent  of  Company  of  the 
Colony,  210. 

Li(iu<)r  traffic,  205  ;  evils  caused  by,  214, 
215  ;  restrictions  on,  253  ;  prohibited 
with  Indians,  230.  See  Brandy,  and 
Intemperance. 

Little  Chute,  Wis.,  68. 

Little  Kakalin,  Wis.,  68. 

Littre,  Maximilien  P.  E.,^ cited,  253. 

L'lvetot  (probable  error  for  Linctot), 
— ,  seizes  brandy  kept  unlawfully  on 
sale,  423-420. 

Livre,  French  money,  value  122,  400. 

Livre,  French  weight,  value,  195. 

Longuant  (Longecamp),  Ottawa  chief, 
speech  by,  107,  108. 

Longueuil  (Longoeul,  Longouil),  Charles 
Lemolne,  baron  de,  French  officer, 
310,  319,  334  ;  honesty,  174  ;  influence 
with  Indians,  313  ;  confers  with  In- 
dian envoys,  311 ;  visits  Iroquois,  314, 
315,  321,  322,  337;  acting  governor 
of  Canada,  464  ;  policy  toward  T'oxos, 
405;  sketch,  313;  cited,  333-335,  409. 

Lotbiniere  (Loblniere),  -— ,  229,  231,  244. 

Louis  XIV,  of  France,  180,  183,  201, 
231,  232,  235,  297,  299-301,  340; 
policy  toward  Canada,  200,  201  ;  oi-- 
dcrs  Inspection  of  Western  posts,  242- 
247;  grants  fur-trade  licenses,  TOO; 
gives  presents  to  Indians,  227  — 
medal  to  Abenaki  chief,  434  ;  restricts 
trade  In  brandy,  202  ;  pardons  courours 
de  hois,  202;  death.  318;  lotlcrs.  202, 
218,  219,  247,  248;  cited,  230.  211. 

Louis  XV,  of  Frauce,  his  minority,  370; 
Ills  aco(>sslon  to  throne,  318,  3S2 ; 
cited,  472. 

Louisiana  (Loulsianna).  102,  173.  179. 
194.  332.  394,  443,  448,  452;  colonl-ed 
by  Tliorvlllo,  199.  203;  rendered  Inde 
pend(>nf  oT  rannda.  202.  4  .0.  13S  ;  W 


comes  royal  province,  440 ;  slavery 
introduced,  454.  Appellation  of  Mis- 
sissippi river,  15,  18. 

Loups,  Algonquiaa  tribe,  102,  146,  239. 
See  Mohciians. 

Louvigny  (Louvigni),  — ,  French  offi- 
cer, 130,  137,  139,  141,  338  ;  inlluence 
with  Indians,  289,  290,  295,  20S,  320, 
431;  sent  to  Mackinac,  295,  302,  304, 
305,  312 ;  commandant  there,  135, 
157,  158,  204,  205,  289,  290,  296  ; 
commandant-general  in  the  Northw«jst, 
385,  387,  392  ;  items  of  his  equipment 
for  official  journeys,  402-i07  ;  gratuity 
given  to,  380,  387  ;  illness,  318,  328, 
339  ;  punished  for  Illicit  trading,  194, 
228,  229 ;  gives  opinion  as  to  Fox 
war,  303 ;  Fox  affairs  entrusted  to, 
328-330 ;  expedition  against  Foxes, 
342-344,  340 ;  leniency  toward  them, 
419,  421,  431 ;  subdues  them,  403  ; 
makes  treaty  with  them,  377,  429  ; 
rewarded  for  conduct  in  Fox  war,  344  ; 
urges  Indians  to  hunt,  349 ;  pacifies 
Wisconsin  tribes,  344,  348 ;  subdues 
Mascoutens  and  Kickapoos,  295 : 
sketch,  386 ;  cited,  337,  339,  340 ; 
memoir  by,  387-391 ;  letters,  346-349, 
391,  392. 

Lunacy,  among  Indians,  185. 

Lynxes,  72. 


MACATuniNiA,  an  Illinois,  son  captured 

by  Foxes,  401. 
McFarren.  A.,  Detroit  publisher,  267. 
McCee,  W.  J.,  "Siouan  Indians,"  cited, 

194. 

i\Iaclikoutench,  09,  70.  See  Mascoutens. 
Mackiuac,  142,  205,  214,  216,  305  ;  tribes 

at,  30  ;  converts  at,  113.    See  Michilli- 

macklnac. 
Mackinac  county,  Mich.,  359. 
Macons,  — ,  voyageur,  115,  119. 
Maha  (Omahas),  Siouan  tribe,  location, 

190. 

Maiden  Hock.  Wis.,  380. 

Malllet  (Mallet),  rierrc,  Montreal  mer- 
chant, marrlngo,  424. 

Mails,  Kuropcnn,  how  sent,  240. 

Makatemangwiis.  Fox  chief  nt  Quebec. 
104. 

Maklsal)le,  r.ittawnttomlo  chief,  nids 
French  In  Detroit  sicgo.  271  ;  sjvnmIi 
by,  275;  toes  to  Montreal.  2S5.  2S9 

Makouandel)y.  Illinois  chief,  8poech  by, 
278. 

MaUskoutenp.  67.    See  Mascoutens. 
Malltourong.  a  l""'renchman.  captured  hy 

Indians.  Init  ransomed  by  French.  457, 

l.'-.O. 
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Malhominis  (Malomiues,  Malominis,  Mal- 
oumines),  3,  4,  6,  S,  35,  102,  114,  301, 
409.    See  Meiiomonees. 

Mallet,  Pierre,  mercliaut,  424. 

Mallet,  la,  his  widow,  424-420.  See 
Th  lines. 

Msunaatouensa  (Mamantoinsa,  Mamaii- 
toueiisa,  Mamonthoiiiiisa,  Mamentou- 
euta),  Illiuois  chief,  451,  453;  visits 
Miamis,  450,  457. 

Mauaht  (Mauathe,  Manhattan),  Indian 
name  of  Dutch  settlement,  231,  322. 
See  Manhattan. 

ilanawa,  Wis.,  39. 

I\Iaugakekis,  Miami  tribe,  152. 

Manhattan  (New  Yorlv),  governor  of, 
322. 

Manitoaletz,  10,  29.  See  Island,  MajQi- 
toulin. 

Manitou,  Algonkin  divinity,  described, 
50,  51  ;  invoked,  88 ;  white  men  re- 
garded as,  GO,  09,  71,  82  ;  caust's  dis- 
ease, 53. 

Manitou,  personal  ("medicine"),  Indian 
fetich,  04. 

Manitouiriniou,    Indian    appellation  of 

Nicolet,  2. 
Mankato,  INIinn.,  location,  180. 
Mantantons,    Dakotan    band,    189-191 ; 

location,  193  ;  meaning  of  name,  193. 
Mtmthet  (Mantez,    Menthet),  —  de,  a 

contraband  trader,  231  ;  influence  over 

Indians,  221 ;  accompanies   Du  Luth, 

119,  123. 

Maple,  species  producing  sugar,  197. 

Maps,  cited,  10 ;  of  MIcliillimackinac, 
137 ;  of  New  France,  37!) ;  by  Cadil- 
lac, 359;  by  Galln(^e,  03;  by  Jesuits, 
78 ;  by  Jollet,  42,  89  ;  by  Marquette, 
42. 

Marameg  (Marameck,  Maramek),  Indian 

battle  at,  401;  Mlnmls  of,  1(50,  101. 

104,  105.    See  lUvers,  Kalamazoo. 
Marcst,  Gabriel,  Jesuit,  letter  by,  180; 

sketch,  179. 
Marest,  Joseph  Jaccjues   (Jean),  Jesuit, 

240;   sent  to   Ottawa   uilsslon,  221; 

recalled,   390;    letters,   204-208,  217, 

218,  232  239,  2SH  2!)2  ;  cUed,  295,  332, 

333  ;  .sketch,  205. 
jMargry,  IMiM-re,  1S2;  defects  In  his  pub 

llcatiouH,  357  ;  Dvroit  lurtcs  rt  {tahlisf<c. 

Diciits  dcft  l')(i)u:nis,  cited,  xl,  105  113. 

177,  ISO,  184.  ISO,  191  20(».  201  200. 

208  214,  217,  21S.  350  30:<.  4  13. 
Maricourt,   —  de,    I'M-ench   oflicer.  hon 

csty,  174. 

Mnrls,  colored,  loentlon  of  deposits,  180, 
189;  diseoviM-ed  by  T;e  Sueur,  173.  178. 
179;  us(>d  for  paiiititig  faee.  2S1. 


Marquette,  Jacques,  Jesuit,  98,  117  ;  ex- 
ploration of  ]Missis.sippi,  80,  88-92 ; 
at  Arkaubaw  river,  454  ;  missionary 
labors,  02— at  St.  Ignace,  80,  83,  85  ; 
at  Chequamegou,  04,  05  ;  with  Illiuois, 
05,  77  ;  founds  Illinois  mission,  91,  '.lO  ; 
cited,  27,  42  ;  sketch,  89. 

Marquette  county,  Mich.,  10. 

Marriages,  French  with  Indians,  423, 
-     459;  intertribal,  7,  13,  29,  40. 

Mar.sac,  Jacob  de,  sketcli,  420. 

^Martens,  exterminated  at  Mackinac,  237. 

Marten-skins,  402. 

Mascoutois  ( Machkoutench,  Makskou- 
teng,  Mascoutins,  Maskoutechs,  Mas- 
koutens,  Maskoutins ;  Fire  Nation), 
Algonquian  tribe,  2,  7,  38,  141, 
145  148,  150-155,  157,  104,  105, 
180,  458;  various  names,  70;  ideJi- 
tlty,  71  ;  location,  42,  (J7,  332,  302, 
372,  409;  migrations,  41,  99;  desire 
to  remove  to  St.  Joseph  river,  398, 
399  ;  some  settle  with  Kicknpoos, 
289 — otliers,  near  Perrot's  fort.  155, 
157  ;  settle  at  Detroit,  293  ;  population, 
81,  87,  99,  372;  characteristics,  11, 
289,  290,  372.  Defeated  by  other 
tribes,  209,  341,  342;  captive  at  Uon- 
treal,  379  ;  aid  to  free  Pottawattomle 
captives.  397;  hostile  to  Sioux,  150; 
hostilities  with  Iro«iuois,  112  —  with 
Mlamls.  145;  allies  of  Foxes.  101,  295, 
301,  310,  342,  343,  403,  407;  Join 
them  In  attack  on  Detroit.  207-  2S2  ; 
Incited  against  them,  457  ;  Foxes  must 
pacify,  379  ;  at  war  with  Illinois, 
377,  380.  381,  393,  390,  429,  442; 
other  tribes  settle  with,  81  ;  Biuue 
killed  at  Detroit,  288, —  near  Grand 
river,  289;  village  destroyed.  208; 
tribe  almost  destroyed.  283  289;  vis- 
ited by  Perrot,  42-40,  149,  1.10;  Jesu- 
its among,  42,  05.  00.  84.  87.  Ss.  90  ; 
conspire  against  French.  141:  nftnek 
French.  200;  bribed  by  l^npllsh.  2*18: 
subdued  by  I.tnivlgny,  295  ;  mergcMl  In 
F(.x  tribe.  434. 

^lassauga.  Illinois  cMef.  si)eech  by.  45('» - 
403. 

Masslas.  Ontmda^rn  chief,  friendly  !<•  F.ng- 
llsh.  317. 

Malehllai  b(«.  loealllv  on  l.ak.'  Huron. 
371. 

Mats,  of  reedM.  300.  30S. 
Mattocks.  2S3. 

Maunoir  IJaniesay.  — .  slenr  de.  337  : 
envoy  to  Mlaml.s.  313.  338.  311  :  mis- 
sion to  :MI;unls.  317.  319.  321  320. 
333. 

Alaurep.is.  Jean  I'riMlerlc  I'lielypoanx. 
eounf   «le.  152. 
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Mazamet  (cloth),  definition  and  prices, 
403,  405. 

Mdcwakantonwans,  Dakotan  band,  loca- 
tion,   193 ;    atone     for  plundering 
French,  192. 
Measles,  among  French,  312  ;  among  In- 
dians, 323-325,  338. 
.  Mechecvvenga,    Illinois    girl,    slain  by 
Foxes,  450. 
MediUs,  given  to  Indians,  434. 
Medelintic,  dance  by  medicine-men,  3G7. 
"Medicine,"  Indian  appellation  for  spells 

of  sorcerers,  358. 
Medicine-men,    their    practices,  53,  54  ; 
dances,  307  ;  iniluence,  00  ;  invoke  spir- 
its,  30  ;   as   diviners,   153-155  ;  also 
chiefs,  281  ;  oppose  Jesuits,  85. 
Medicine-pouch,  described,  40. 
Medicine    Society,    Grand,    dances  and 

other  rites,  307. 
Medicines,  regarded  as  spirits,  59. 
Mellebouensa,   a   Kaokia,   son   slain  by 

Foxes,  401. 
Melons,  374  ;  raised  by  Indians,  370. 
Memogouissiouis,  fabulous  beings,  73. 
Menard    (Mesnard),    Maurice,  interpre- 
ter, 239,  248 ;  aids  in  pacifying  In- 
dians, 233-230 ;  conducts  Fox  envoys 
to  Montreal,  377  ;  muney  paid  to,  407. 
MCnard,   Kone,   Jesuit,  among  Ottavvas, 
21-25,  59 ;  letter,  21,  22  ;  death,  22, 
23. 

Menasha,  Wis.,  39. 

Mendeouacantons,  188,  189,  191,  192  ; 
meaning  of  name,  193. 

Mengilchiwa,  an  Illinois,  burned  by 
Foxes,  400. 

Menomonees  (Malhominis,  Malhominy, 
Malomlnes,  Menonienies) ,  Algonquian 
tribe,  100;  etymology  and  origin  of 
name,  114,  300;  called  Foiles - Avoines 
by  French,  114-124.  100,  104,  292, 
301,  409,  411,  434;  location,  3,  409; 
population,  8,  371  ;  language.  411  ;  de- 
scribed, 300,  411  ;  characlerlslics.  S, 
0;  make  canoes,  370:  religious  riles, 
307  ;  friendly  to  Winnebagoes,  4.  0  ; 
hunt  with  FoxpH,  35 — hostile  to  tiieui. 
301  ;  al  war  with  I'otf  awnl  loniics. 
35;  attack  Ottawas,  292:  visited  by 
Nicolet.  2;  by  Terrot.  35.  30;  by 
Mnrcjuette,  89;  Jesuits  willi.  00.  93; 
at  Quebec,  100.  104;  aid  I-'rench  nt 
Detroit  siege,  272;  depopulated.  00. 

Morasllla,  Ottawa  chief,  sent  by  Jes- 
uits to  ^facklnaf^  2;t3.  231. 

Mermet.  Jean,  Jesuit,  missionary  to 
the  Illinois,  cited.  317.  310,  333;  let 
ter,  211  213;  sketch,  211. 
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I  ]Mesaiger    (Messagerj.    Charles  Michel, 
I     Jesuit,   letters  to   Dutisne,   440-450 ; 
sketch,  440. 
Meschetz  Odt-ba,  105.    See  Rivers,  Wis- 
consin. 

Messitonga,  Miami  chief,  speech  by,  164, 
105. 

Metaminens,  Sac  appellation  of  IVrrot, 

41,  158.     See  I'errot. 
Metchigamias     ( Metchicamies,  Metchy, 
Metesigamias,    Mitchigumeus) ,  Algon- 
quian tribe,  ISO,  400,  401  ;  location, 
454  ;    their    accusations  against 
Foxes,  457-403. 
Metempsychosis,  among  fishes,  52. 
Metouscei)riuioueks,  signification,  41. 
Meulles,  Jacques  de,  term  of  otiice,  109. 
xMiamis   (Miauiy,  Myami,  ilyamy,  Oum- 
ami),  Algonquian  tribe,  112,  113,  209, 
213,  230,  237,  241,  321,  322,  324,  332; 
names  of  bands,  152  ;  location,  07,  81, 
140,  151,  332,  409  ;  dwell  with  Mas- 
cuutens,  88  :  migrations,  41,  99.  127, 
285  ;     at     Chicago,     301  ;    settle  at 
St.    Joseph    river,    302,    394,  398; 
should  remove  thither,  382,  395.  399  ; 
driven  from  thence,  373;  population, 
44,  375;  characteristics.  41.  290,  301. 
302  ;  rava,ged  by  disease.  323 ;  claim 
to  know  liov.'  to  make  gunpowder,  107; 
speeches,  220 ;  hostile  to  Foxes,  312, 
314,  319,  393,  394  ;  make  peace  with 
Illinois.  303,  304.  313.  318;  aJlinlty 
with    them.    410;     Illinois  suspect, 
451  ;    hostilities   with    Iro(|UoIs.  146, 
150,    105  ;    decline    Iroquois  solicita- 
tions, 345;  Ottawas  ri»mpluin  t.f.  107; 
attacked  by  Ottawas.  249:  make  peace 
with  them,  280;  separation  of  Oulat- 
auons    from,    304;    hostilities  with 
Sioux,   203,   214  ;   visited   by  Torrot, 
42-10;  Jesuits  with.  00.  99.  100.  200, 
208;  pacified  by  IVrrot,  145.  140;  de- 
sire  to   kill    him.    100;   confer  with 
Vaudreull.   220.   227;   attack  Detroit. 
232.  23S.  2;{9  :  hostilities  with  l>enrh, 
254.  255  :  (^idlllac's  treatment  of,  201  ; 
nid    French    tn   war.    20S.   :t:^s.   .-139  ; 
seek   nId   from   French.   29S  ;  French 
solve  to  se«Mjre  ptMice  h.-lween  Illinois 
and.  ;;o2  305.  \\\:\:  i:nglhh  Iry  to  se- 
duce from  French.  107.  KVS.  211,  224- 
227:   trade   with    I^ncllsh.   254,  ; 
visit  (;rc.>ti  Hay.  144  :  at  Qtieboo.  100, 
l^'l.  105;  n\  Montreal.  220:  ot 

Detroit.  230. 
Mlchal)0U8,  Al»ronkin  divinity.  48. 
Midiliran     ( MachlhlcanlnT.  Mrehfyjran. 
MT'chinizan.    MIchiennfO.    S.    70.  llrt, 
;'.00:  silva.  129:  fauna.  129;  soil.  12i». 
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Miehillimackiuao  ( Miciielimayuinac,  Mich- 
iliiuackinac,  Miciiilimukina,  Micliili- 
luakiuac,  Michilimakinak,  ]MicIiiliiua- 
(juma,  Micliilliiiiakiuak,  Misclit'Iiiuak- 
iuac,  Misilimakiuac,  Missilimackiuac, 
jMissiliujakiua,  Mi^isUiiuakiuac,  IdUsil- 
imakiuak,  Mis«iiiuia(iuiua,  Missiliiua- 
quiuak,  Missiuiiiuuiueuak j ,  2'J,  48,  'J8, 
100,  102,  103,  110,  114,  117,  125,  120, 

,    128,  130,  131,  134,  135,  138-140,  143, 

■    151,  157,  158,  lUO,  1G2-1G4,  100,  170, 
172,  175,  170,  201,  204,  200,  207,  212, 
213,  217,  218,  221-224,  228,  230,  238, 
240,  245,  247,  248,  301,  302,  300,  322, 
324,  327,  334,  342,  340,  347,  358,  370, 
383,  380,  410,  440,  445,  450,  458,  402  ; 
moaiiing  of  nauie,  350  ;  locatiou,  257, 
387  ;  described,  350,  351  ;  importance, 
237,  257,  200,  2(,'0  ;  advantaK^'f^,  -^'^  ; 
healthful    climate,    35(5;    sterility    of  j 
laud,   30S,   301)  ;   fort   built   at,   387  ; 
kiigth  of  voya;?e  to,  32S  ;  tribes  at,  10.  j 
47,  242  ;  traders  at,  244  ;  Indian  vil-  j 
lages  at,  130,  137;  in  fur  trade,  205,  j 
200;    garrison    at,    314,    315,    339 — i 
numbers,  314,  335,  3;'.(;  ;  Indian  trou- I 
bles  at,  232-235  ;  trade  decrenses  at, 
2'JO,  291;  deserted  by  saviiKos,  142; 
abandoned  by  garrison.  258,  259  ;  In- 
dian tribes  retui'u  to,  291;  post  should 
be   restored,   257-202.   204,  295-297;! 
aided  by  Detroit,  308;  rendezvous  to  I 
make  war  on  Foxes,   299.     See  also  | 
Missions  and  St.  Ignace.  I 

Micissippi  (Mieissypy),  15.  417.  See 
Uivers,  Mississippi. 

Midlnnd  county,  IMich.,  10. 

Mikikouets  (Nikikouets),  Otter  tribe,  lo- 
cation, 13;  dofeiit  Iroquois,  13. 

Miklnak,  Indian  runner,  207. 

]\Iillinery,  duty  on,  210. 

]\nils,  at  Detroit.  244;  at  Ciihokia,  332; 
iit  Iviiskaskia,  374. 

Mill-stono,  found  on  Crande  Isle,  30(). 

Mihvnuke?.  Wis..  32. 

l\nncliil!iy.  Fox  chief,  burned  by  Illinois, 

418,  420,  421. 
Mines.    "Perrot's,"    199;    loenllon.  151. 

See  Copper,  Gold,  I;(>nd,  and  Silver. 
ISD'ifiin.  lisbcM'les  at.  S9. 
Mininifi,  religious  order,  founded,  3^5. 
Minnesota,    a    region    of    swampa  and 

lakes.  17.  IS;  severity  of  winter.  197; 

native  fruits  In,  19(5.  , 
Mhiiu'aota   IJistorirril   ilollcct inns ,   cited,  i 

40.  I 
Miiiol .     It'i-encli     nii'iisure    of    cip.Mcity,  i 

vnlu(>.  252.  I 
T\fii-Mrles   recorded,    healing  of   siek,  79,1 

HI.  S3,  85.  99.  I 


Misconsing,  105,  106.  See  llivers,  Wis- 
cousiu. 

]\Iiscouky  (Miscuualzy  ':>,  Ottawa  chief, 
envoy  to  ^'audreuil,  241,  249. 

Misiraques,  of  lJurou«,  308. 

Missibizi,  Algoukin  divinity,  52,  73.  See 
Micluil)ous. 

Missioiiaries,  175,  451  ;  colonize  Indiana, 
230  ;  aided  by  them,  234  ;  a  check  on 
the  savages,  235,  237  ;  beuehted  by 
trading  po.sts,  200  ;  needed  by  Ouiata- 
nons,  320  ;  supported  by  government, 

427,  428  ;  passes  for  travel  issued  to, 
202  ;  to  be  seat  among  Sioux,  442  ; 
give  advice  regarding  Foxes,  455.  See 
also  Jesuits,  Kecollets,  and  Sulpitians. 

Mission  colonies  ou  St.  Lawrence,  322, 
:;2.v — Si.  Francois,  337,  431,  434,  435  ; 
Sauit  au  i:.''collet,  322,  377  ;  Sault  St. 
Francois,  23!),  341,  395,  434;  Sillery, 
98. 

Missions  Etraugeres,  450  ;  seminary,  at 
Quel;ec,  .■)74  ;  missions  on  Mississippi, 
439  ;  estat(V5,  439. 

Missions,  .les'.dt,  lield  for,  1)2 ;  need  re- 
cruits, 114;  liow  supported,  :'.37.  427, 

428,  4.',9  :  among  Abenakis,  334  ;  Am- 
ikoues,  80,  82  ;  Foxes,  50,  57,  (51,  05, 
(57-70,  S2-SS;  Ilurons,  Gl,  98,  142;  Il- 
linois, 89,  90,  280,  303,  ,311,  317-319, 
439.  455— discontinu(>(l,  114;  Iioiiuo's, 
2(>7  ;  Kaskasias  (Immaculate  (.'oncep- 
tion),  179,  211,  305,  3.74.  .-575;  Menom- 
onees.  GO,  93  ;  Miamis.  GO.  99.  100, 
200,  208,  211,  ;{72:  XipLssings.  01  ;  Ot- 
tawas,  21  25,  32,  59-71.  77  88.  92-99, 
113,  117.  142.  205.  208— ruined  by 
Ii(luor  tralllc,  214  ;  Pottawattoinies,  GO, 
(51,  SO:  Sioux,  183,  427.  428;  Wiscon- 
sin trilies,  42.  5G  71.  84,  8G-S8.  94- 
99.  At  (Mieqnamegon  (St.  F,si)rit),  GO, 
(52,  75;  tribes  comprisrd  In,  77.  At 
(JiciMi  l?ay  (De  I'ere  ;  St.  Francois 
Xavier).  (52,  GO.  78.  80  8S.  <»1-9S.  10(5. 
111.  20(5,  J12:  ohnpel  at.  83.  S4.  104— 
vem-ratcd  by  Indians,  99  ;  Perrot  givrs 
ostens  irlum  to,  10  ;  Fr  <ni'h  \  In- 
dian councils  at.  144  -140.  In  T-oulsl- 
:in,\.  r.G  .\t  Mic«i<l!hnacUlna«'.  07. 
98,  ;r,o,  371  :  nt.  11".  At 
St.  Ignace.  85.  91  97.  2.3G ;  f.Mintleii. 
so.  S3.  89.  St.  Mark's.  82.  S8.  At 
Siiult  St.\  Marie.  G2,  97.  113.  2:^2; 
cliurch  erected.  83.  S4,  92  ;  bulldinirs 
burred,  79.  93.  lir».  See  also  Mission 
colonics,  and  the  several  Indian  tribes. 

IStisslons.  Sulpltlan,  02.  «r^.  133,  229. 

l\tlsslsiaguMs  ( MIslsngqucr..  MissKapnns. 
Missisnkls.  Mlsslssauiu^s) .  119.  13G;  lo- 
cution. 13.  330.  370,  .tTl  :  populj^tloa 
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and  character,  370  ;  migrations,  14  ;  1 
trade  with  Iroquois,  335  ;  atone  for  | 
killing  them,  203  ;  leave  Detroit,  291  ;  | 
Jesuits  with,  79,  84  ;  allies  of  French,  | 
260  ;  aid  French  in  war,  283.  I 
Mississippi    ( Mississippy)    colony,   201- . 

203,  209. 
Mississippi  tribes,  105. 

Mississippi  valley,  132,  105,  173;  fauna, 
90;  silva,  190,  197.  Hee  ICivers,  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Missouris    (Missourites) ,    Siouau  tribe, 

453  ;  aid  French  at  Detroit  siege,  272  ; 

capture  a  Spaniard,  413,  414. 
Mitasscs  (legginp,s),  304,  384;  described, 

124  ;  prices,  401. 
Mitilwit,  307.    See  INIediciue  Society. 
Mitchigameas,  Algon(iuian  tribe,  91.  See 

IMetchigamias. 
Mobile  (Maubille),  Ala.,  105,  325,  448; 

founded,  179,  199,  200. 
IMoccasins,  157. 

ilohawks,  Iro(juois  tribe,  14  ;  ask  West- 
ern tribes  to  settle  with  them,  223, 
224. 

Moliegans    (Loups,    Wolves),  location, 

102;  in  Wisconsin,  102;  at  Detroit,  j 

239;  hostile  to  French,  1-iO. 
Money,  Canadian,  392 — card,  407.  See 

also  Currency. 
Monopoly,    in    fur    trade,    granted  by 

king,  472.  475.    See  Fur  trade. 
Moutagnais  tribes,  00. 
Montospan,  I^Iadame  de,  340. 
Montigny,  —  de,  commandant  at  Green 

Hay,   413,   429,   430;   council    at  hisl 

house,  418;  escorts  Indians  to  Franc, 

434:  speeches  by,  420-422.  j 
Montmidy,  —  de,   commandant  at  St. 

.T.,seph  river,  397-399.  437. 
Montreal  ( A'illemarie) .  22,  02,  O.'*..  78.  S9, 

92,  101,  107.  109,  128,  13;{,  135,  130. 

102.  100-108.  170.  172,  178,  170.  201,1 

204,  205,  209,  21 S.  220.  227,  235,  2;U), 
25(5,  258,  2(M,  209,  280,  202,  209,  300, 
305,  311.  313,  314.  328.  330.  331.  333.. 
m2,  340.  350,  35(5,  357,  300.  377-380. 
I'm,  305.  423.  424.  427.  432.  435,  437. 
410,  402;  founded,  125;  hospitals  nt, 
244  ;  inlssiona  near,  230  ;  Indian  tribes 
nt.  203  ;  Iroquois  flt.  14  ;  riots  at.  220  ; 
centre  of  Indian  trade,  250.  201.  207. 
473;  Indians  trade  nt,  20.  33-3S.  47- 
50.  20(5;  Indians  (^easo  to  trade  nt. 
207. 

Moon,  prrsonllled.  52. 

MooHe,  Imnted.  SO  ;  fnt  oaton,  355. 

Mortnr  (cannon),  brass,  price.  40(5.  See 

also  Cnnnon. 
Jilortnr,  wooden,  corn  pounded  In,  355. 


Mosyuitoes,  torment  of,  91,  411. 
Mounechecwa,  Illinois  woman,  slain  by 

luxes,  459. 
Mount  Gerizim  (Gerasim),  303. 
Mouse,  eaten  by  Indian,  410. 
Mucatemangona,    Indian    chief,  settles 

among  Iroquois,  208. 
Z>lukwa,  Wis.,  39. 
:v:ulleL,  — ,  Detroit  settler,  209. 
Murder,  prevalent  among  Indians,  389 ; 

presents  atone  for,  123,  124,  149-151 ; 

avenged  upon  relatives,  119  ;  vengeance 

taken  by  murderer's  relatives,  119.  See 

Indian  customs. 
-Mu.scoutius,  301.    See  Mascoutens. 
^lassels,  shells  used  as  knives,  39. 
Mutilation  of  corpses,  400,  401. 

Nadolauiis.  location,  3;  destroyed  by 

Iroqupis,  4. 
Nadouaissiou.v     ( Nadouocious,  Xadoue- 

ciou.x,  Nadonecis,  Nadouessious,  Naxl- 

ouessioux,     Nadouessis),     57,  09-71, 

77,  102,  105,  107-111.  114.  117,  141, 

143,  144,  150-154,  157-100;  meaning 

of  term,  193.    See  Sioux. 
Xagoga.  an  Iro(iuo:s,  carries  rum  to  Fort 

I<'routenac,  3.30. 
Nanoiuhjhout,  .\bpnakl  chief,  431. 
Nanrantsonak    (Xorridgewock),  Abenaki 

village,  3:54. 
Narangounik.  I^ox  cJiief,  clemency  to  Il- 
linois. 419. 
Nassanakuotoun,  Ottawa  tril)e,  wliy  thus 

named,  .■'.5:>. 
Xassav.:>kv,-et,  attacks  Kansas.  105. 
Xassouascouat.  an  Indian,  cited.  112. 
Natehes  (Nak<'s>  Indians,  relations  v.Mth 

I'Mench,  332. 
Natches  (trading-i)ost),  distance  from  II- 

linoi<!,  375. 
Nnldiez.  'Miss.,  332. 
Nation  of  Fire.  orIr:ln  of  nann\  400. 
Noai)s  (log-lings).  124.    See  Mltnsses. 
N(nvrnes.  first  enslaved  In  Louisiana.  454  ; 

as  slaves  in  Illinois. 
Noll).    F.    !>..    works    eltod.  nnhkntah 

T.nni},  104  :  flhfnrii  nf  .If /tnirxof.r.  178. 

187.    ISO.    104;    yrhtvraofft  Vxutnvfrf, 

183.  1S4. 

Nenanuoussik  (  Nenangounllcotn  ,  Ab,>nr\kl 

chief,    dwells    witli    Foxes.  434-4:<6; 

envoy  of  I'oxes  to  Abeiiakis,  4:52.  435. 
Nonchwienslcwa.    nn    I  Illinois,    slain  bv 

Foxes.  450. 
Nei)!ita.  an  Illinois,  burned  bv  Foxes.  -400. 
Nepiclrlniens   ( NoplssiniZsK  21.  2rt.  130, 

130.  143.    See  Nlpisshurs. 
Nepveu  (Neveu)  fan^lly.  slain  b.v  Unllnns. 

464,  401. 
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Neskambeoui  (Nesgambowuit,  Nessegam- 1 
bewuit),  Abenaki  chief,  434,  435;  en- 
voy of  Foxes  to  i^benakis,  432,  435  ; 
visits  France,  434. 

Nets,  nsed  by  Indians  in  hunting,  9,  10, 
G8,  124  ;  in  baiter,  21. 

Neveu,  — ,  imprisoned  for  giving  infor- 
mation against  contraband  traders, 
229. 

Nev/foundland,  banks  of,  ITS. 

New  France,  1,  32,  Gl.  02.  76,  94,  109, 
110,  131,  200,  210,  220,  240,  242,  307, 
350;  conquered  by  English,  xiii,  xvi  ; 
governor-generalship  of,  231. 

New  London,  Wis.  39. 

New  ^Mexico,  413,  414,  417. 

New  Orleans,  199,  443 ;  superior  coun- 
cil, 4GG. 

New  York,  3S,  132,  202  ;  name  substi- 
tuted for  New  Netherland,  Dutch  col- 
ony, 231. 

Ncir  York  Colonial  Documents,  cited,  xi, 
10,  40,  160-173,  200,  203,  218-232, 
240-251,  260-267,  301,  307-310,  440. 

Nez  rerc6z,  appellation  of  Ottawas,  why 
given,  358. 

Niagara,  03,  251,  334,  33G  ;  importance, 
246  ;  portage-trail  described,  363. 

Nicolas,  Louis,  Jesuit,  sketch,  Gl. 

Nicolet,  Jean,  French  interpreter,  voy- 
age to  Wisconsin,  xiii,  1-3  ;  sojourns 
with  Indians,  1— influence  with  them, 
1-3  ;  his  route  to  the  Northwest,  305. 

Nicollot,  J.  N.,  cited,  184,  189. 

Nikikouets  (Mikikouets?) ,  Algonquians, 
13. 

Nipissings  (Nepiciriniens,  Ncpissings.  Ni- 
pissiriniens),  Algonquiau  tribe,  driv- 
en westward  by  Iroijuois,  11;  flee  to 
Lake  Nepigon,  21,  61;  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  26  ;  Nicolet  among,  1  ;  Jesuits 
with,  61  ;  allies  of  French,  136,  139. 

Nockf'.  117.    See  Nou(iuets. 

Nontafs  (NontagUi'-s) ,  315,  317,  322. 

Noiithyo,  458.    See  Onontlo. 

N()i-r!(lgewock,  Me.,  3.34.  See  Nanrant- 
Houak. 

North  Sen,  63.    See  Hudson  Day. 

Northwest.  10,  59.  61.  CI.  70,  89.  98. 
107.  110,  115.  21C):  appropriated  by 
fJallnf'e  for  France.  63 — by  St.  Lusson, 
78.  79,  85)  ;  by  T)u  Luth.  107. 

Northwest  passage,  418. 

Noso.  Ottawas  wear  pcMulant  in.  358. 

Nouqiiets  (Nock(^).  Alg<iU(iulan  Irlbo.  lo- 
cation. 409.  410;  language.  411: 
mergt>d  In  O.jibwas.  117 -  In  otlier 
IrUx  M.  360. 

Nouvt'l.  Henri.  Jesuit,  at'c  207;  mls- 
Nionary  labors  aiuong  ludiaiis.  82.  83. 


97,    113,   208;    life   endangered,  85; 
sketch,  82 ;  cited,  10. 
Noyelle,  — ,  sketch,  386. 


Oak  OiiCUARD  Creek,  location,  365. 

Oaks,  kinds,  127  ;  •  openings,"  81  ;  at 
Niagara,  3G3  ;  bark  used  aa  food,  24. 

Oats,  wild,  360.    See  Ui(  e,  v,ild. 

O'Callaghan,  E.  1>.,  editor, .  xii  ;  New 
Yorlc  Colonial  Documents,  cited,  10, 
168,  307,  375. 

Ocatamenetons,  Dakotan  band,  mean- 
ing of  name,  l'J;j. 

Oclotutas,  413.    See  Otoes. 

Ogd(>nsbui-g,  X.  Y.,  32&. 

Ohio,  64,  91. 

Oil,  384  ;  body  anointed  with,  71.  See 
(irease,  and  Indian  custouis. 

Ojibwas  (Chippewas,  Ojebways,  Sau- 
teurs),  8,  34,  117,  467;  location,  20, 
26,  178,  340,  351  ;  early  home,  408 ; 
migrations,  14  ;  leave  Detroit,  291 ; 
language,  411 ;  hold  council  with  Green 
I!ay  tribes,  396,  397  ;  hostilities  with 
Fo.ves,  268.  361.  430.  434.  -135.  441; 
cliiefs  slain  in  Fox  war,  380  ;  kill  Iro- 
(luois,  203  :  defeat  Iroquois.  13  ;  at- 
tack Miamis,  100.  108 ;  make  peace 
with  Sioux,  107,  108,  178  ;  at  war 
with  Wisconsin  tribes.  444  ;  allies  of 
French,  209  ;  aid  French  in  war.  283  ; 
send  envoys  to  Montreal.  377;  supply 
pelts  to  Canada,  107. 

Oklnaouassent,  Fox  chief,  speech  by,  379. 

Omahns  (Mahas),  Sionan  tribe,  location, 
190. 

On.'iblmanlton,  281.    See  Ouabimauitou. 
Onangulsse    (Ounanghisse).  Pottawntto- 

mle   chief,    intrigues   ugninst  French, 

111:  speeches  by.  103-165.  168.  169. 
Onaske.  Ottawa  chief,  friendly  to  French. 

237,  238. 
Orienous.  an  OJibway.  117. 
Oughet geodatons.  meaning  of  name.  193. 
Ot»Inet(Uiam.  Indian  chief,  settles  among 

Iroquois.  208. 
Onoi\tlagas      (Onnontag\>es^.  Imqunls 

tribe,    confers    with    Vnudronll.  2G3, 

264;  French  visit.  315  317:  should  be 

\inder  French  control.  .316;  l^^lgli^h  1o 

build  fort  anu.ng.  .'516.  .317. 
Onontlo  (Nonthyo,  Onontbyo).  Indian  np- 

pellatlon  of   French   kini:  nnd  gnvrr- 

nors.  3S.  47.  111.  116.   120.   13S  140. 

143.  146.  150.  159.  160.  162  165.  IS.^. 

214.  217.  235.  261.  290.  202.  315.  336. 

315,  419-422.  433.  45S  463. 
I  OouKi>eli  luilng.  jxtrtagi^  on  V^ox  river.  08. 
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Oruuge,  1G6,  223,  231,  307,  308,  33G  ; 
Miamis  trade  at,  383,  309.  JSee  Al- 
bany and  Fort  Orause. 

Order  of  tit.  Louis,  cross  of,  askc^d  for 
Dubuisson,  383. 

Orleans,  I'hilippe,  due  d',  regent  of 
France,  379,  380,  390-309. 

Osages  (Ozages),  Siouan  tribe,  ISO;  lo- 
cation, 157  ;  aid  French  at  Detroit 
siege,  272. 

Oshkosh,  Aurthwestcrn,  cited,  42. 

Ostensoriuin,  given  by  Perrot  to  mission, 
10. 

Otceti-ca-kowin,  appellation  of  Dakotas, 

meaning,  193,  I 
Otchagras,  Siouan  name  of  Winuebagoes,  I 

409,  411,  413.  I 
Otchipouac,  an  Indian,  death,  285. 
Otoes  (Octotatas),  Siouan  tribe,  allied  to  I 

lowas.  413 ;   location,   1«G,  190 ;  till 

soil,  188. 

Ottagamfes.   2G7,   208.     See  Foxes  and 

Outagamfes. 
Ottavvas  (Oatouats,  Outaois,  Outaouacks, 
Outaouacs,  Outaouaes,  Outaouais, 
Outaouaks,  Outaouas,  Outaouats,  Out- 
aouax,  Outaous,  Outawais,  Outawas, 
Outawes,  Outhaoua,  Outouas,  Outtaois, 
Outtaouis,  Outtauois,  YtayOs)  4,  8, 
10-17,  19-21,  25-27,  29,  30,  32,  3:'., 
47,  50,  55,  75,  77,  80,  82.  84,  80,  07, 
OS,  100,  102,  103,  107,  115,  117,  119, 
120,  124,  125,  130,  131,  134-137,  139-1 
14^,  147,  148,  157-lGO,  103,  1G({,  171, 
177,  201,  203,  205,  207,  212.  217, 
I  220-223,  227,  230-232,  234,  237,  239- 

245,  247-249,  254,  250,  257.  259,  2G1- 
2G5,  2G8,  290,  291,  297.  298.  300,  303, 
320,  ;'>58,  444,  407  ;  meaning  of  word, 

'  358;  location,  10.  22,  23,  25-29,  120, 

160,  171,  220,  309.  338,  350,  3G9  ; 
migrations,    15-17,    29 ;   talce  refuge 

1  with     Ilurons,     10;    dispersed.  14; 

(  lice    to    Chequamegon.    32  ;    flee  to 

i  INIanltouIln  Island,  79  ;  removal  to  I)e- 

trolt,  207,  217,  218,  222.  223;  some, 
quit  Detroit,  259,  280;  retreat  to 
Manlloulln,  290;  population,  77,  .370; 
various  tribe.s,  353  ;  of  Saginaw, 
mode  ftf  life,  370;  wear  nose-pendnnts. 

■4  358;  their  unruly  nature,  371;  cliar- 

acterlHtlcs,  13  ,  20.  21,  (54  ,  34  5  .  3  59; 
porlidy,  29.  30  ;  mediators  for  other 
tribes,  257;  hostilities  with  other 
tribes.  242;  alliniires,  4.  17:  consi)lre 
ngnlnst  li'oxea.  29:5  ;  hostilities  wltli 
thera,  310.  428;  aid  I'rench  against 
them.  313;  treatment  of  liurons.  257, 
J!59  ;  peek  nlllnncc  with  Inxpiols.  130. 
133,    13.'>,    138-142.    157,    103;  hos- 


tilities 7/ith  them,  11,  12,  230,  231;  de- 
feat Kickapoos,  285  ;  defeat  ilascou- 
tens,  2G9 ;  hostilities  with  Miamis, 
141,  230,  237,  239,  249  ;  attack  North- 
ern tribes,  258  ;  hostilities  with  Sioux, 
15-17,  20-31,  203  ;  treacherously  slay 
Sioux,  93  ;  at  war  with  Winnebagoes, 
4  ;  attack  Wisconsin  tribes,  444  ; 
trade  v.ith  French,  4,  8,  100 — at  Mon- 
treal, 107  ;  Jesuits  with,  59-05,  77  (see 
also  3Iibsions>  ;  atone  for  murder  of 
Frenchman,  124  ;  pacilied  by  i-'errot, 
157-lGO ;  send  envoys  to  Denonvllle, 
131  ;  confer  with  Vaudreull.  221-223, 
227,  203  ;  intrigue  against  French, 
147  ;  attack  Detroit,  232-239,  241,  243, 
248  ;  friendly  to  French,  240-242,  254  ; 
aid-  French  in  war,  208-270,  272,  283, 
339.    See  also  Sinagos. 

Otter,  13  ;  girdles  of  (;tier-skin,  49. 

Ouabache.  209  ;  name  a[)pii»'d  to  Ohio 
river,  375. 

Ouabesstbou  (Chat  blanc.  White  Cat;, 
an  Illiuois,  envoy  to  Kaskaskia,  44G- 
451. 

Oual)imanitou  (misprinted  Onabiniaal- 
ton),  Mascouten  chief,  at  siege  of  De- 
troit, 281. 

Ouacantapai,  Sioux  chief  (1700).  con- 
fers with  r.e  Sueur,  187,  190-192.  See 
Wakandapi. 

Ouacantape,  Sioux  chief  (1720),  for- 
sakes Fox  alliance.  394. 

Ouachala  ((^uachalas,  Oiiashala.  (^uech- 
ela.  Vcchala).  Fox  chief.  377.  390. 
430;  clemency  to  foes.  419.  421; 
friendly  to  French.  .'593  ;  asks  for 
French  resident  among  Foxes.  4GG, 
4(57;  speech  by.  418-420;  cited.  4G5. 

Ouadebatons,  Dakotau  baml,  meaning 
of  name,  103. 

Ouaepetous,  meaning  of  name,  19:5. 

Ounoulnrtanons.  152.    See  Oulatanons, 

Ouaslcouletons,  meaning  of  naTiie,  19:5. 

Ouayalauu'que  ((^ulameiiue).  Fox  cblef. 
altncks   Illinois.  448. 

Oueiiamek,  I'ottawattomie  chief,  his  son 
freed  by  Klekapnos.  ;59T. 

Ouepace.  an  Illinois,  son  captured  by 
FoxeR,  401. 

Oui'statlnong.  re:;ldenee  .»f  FoXo*.  OT. 

Oubenslwan  ((Jiand  Terre).  Onond.iga 
chief,  friendly  to  Fngllsh.  317. 

Oulatanons  ( (^uaoui.Mrtnnoii!*.  Ouyntanes, 
Ouyalnnons,  Wnwal.ttlnons.  Wewnla- 
tlon,  Weasl.  Miami  tribe.  location, 
152.  370.  400:  should  Im-  removed  to 
Chlonpo.  .^20.  37.1 :  should  romove  to 
Kankakee,  3S2.  395  some,  remove  to 
this  river.  391,  :v.)S  ;  t  >fn<».'  to  remoT«, 
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301) ;  why  separated  from  Miamis,  394  ; 
names  of  tribes,  37(j  ;  ijopuiatiuu,  37G  ; 
mode  of  life,  37(>  ;  allies  of  Foxes, 
310  ;  hostile  to  Foxes,  313,  314,  3'J3  ; 
aid  French  ayalust  them,  319  ;  hostile 
to  Illinois,  373,  430  ;  make  peace  with 
Illinois,  303,  304,  313,  31S,  322,  32G, 
33S ;  ask  for  missionary  and  black- 
smith, 345  ;  send  envoys  to  Montreal, 
377  ;  French  post  among,  382.  See 
Miamis. 

Ouinipeg,  3.    See  Winnipeg. 

Ouisconchmg  (Ouisconsiug,  Ouiskensing, 
Ouiskonche),  15,  105,  100,  100,  110, 
140,  151,  200.    See  Rivers,  Wisconsin. 

Oujalespoitons,  Siouan  tribe,  1S8,  190  ; 
meaning  of  name,  193. 

Oulameque,  44S.    See  Ouayalameque. 

Oulamex,  Wisconsin  chief,  confers  with 
Yaudreuil,  301. 

Oumamens,  Amikouo  chief,  120. 

Onniiimi,  07.     See  Miamis. 

Onnanghisso,  111.    See  Onangufsso. 

Ounelchiusa,  an  Illinois,  burned  by  Foxes, 
400. 

Ounensilechi,  Illinois  chief,  burned  at 
stake  by  Foxes,  400. 

Ounsacliachaiwa,  Illinois  chief,  burn(;d 
by  Foxes,  400. 

Ouroniowita,  Metchigamia  woman,  slain 
by  P^oxes,  401. 

Ousaki,  50,  57,  G7.    Sec  Sacs. 

Ontagamics  (Renards,  Foxes),  4,  7,  35, 
38,  39,  41,  52,  50.  05,  07,  GO,  82,  95, 
90.  102,  103,  100,  112,  141,  143, 
144,  147-150.  152-150,  158,  100.  101, 
1(>3-1G0,  181,  ISt,  222;  why  thus 
named.  300;  called  Reuards,  300,  302, 
321,  409.    See  Foxes. 

Ouyatanons,  321.    See  Ouintannns. 

Ovenib!!;outz,  07.     S^'e  Winriclmgoes. 

Owabechaoanensa,  an  Illinois,  his  son 
slain  by  Foxes,  400. 

Oyou  (Oyo).  285,  315.  See  Rivers,  Ohio 
and  Wabash. 

Oznges,  157.     See  Osnges. 


rACiiOT.  — ,  French  soldier,  rcnvai'dtul 
for  hi'avery,  .■542  ;  reconini'Midcd  as 
coniinandant  among  Sioux.  12S  ;  money 
paid  to.  407. 

Paddles,  prices.  400.  402,  10;{. 

Taint.  288;  used  by  Indians.  38.  40.  .300, 
.''.(17.     See  Vermilion. 

Pal  U(cs  fl^idoukas,  P!ionle(>s),  Sliosho- 
nean  tribe,  location.  180. 

Pnnis  (Panys).  appell.alion  of  Indian 
slaves,  27,  no.  31.     S(>e  P!iwn(<(>s. 


I  I'arent,  — ,  blacksmith  at  Detroit,  252. 
i'arhelia  T"  suu-dugs '" ) ,  80. 
I'aris,  10,  178,  IbO. 

i'aikman,  I'rancis,  works  cited  —  Fron- 
Iciiuc,  1(J7  ;  ilalj  (Jvnturu,  283. 

I'arKmau  Club,  PubUcationa,  cited,  23, 
32,  42,  105. 

I'aroquet,  Carolina,  location,  372,  373. 

I'ascoue,  Ojibwa  chief,  secedes  from  his 
tribe,  203. 

I'auoirigoueiouhak,    Algonkin    pame  of 

Ojibwiis,  408. 
I'awnees  (Panis),  location,  27,  31;  calu- 
met originati'S  with,  27  ;  enslaved  by 

Illinois,  30,  31. 
I'canguichas       ( Pianguichias,  Pianke- 

shaws  ;  misprinted    Sangiestas  ;  same 

as    Ouiatanons),    370;    defeated  by 

Sioux,   ISO  ;   Illinois   French  intrigue 

with,  304. 
Peanguiscins,  Indian  band,  302. 
I'eas,  3i>2  ;  raised  by  Indians,  354,  303, 

;;07.  308  ;  prices,  402,  403,  400. 
I'elletier    (Peletier,    Peltier),  Francois 

(,tlit  Antaya),  sells  brandy  illegally, 

42.3-i20;  marriage,  424. 
I'eltrii's,  134.  243,  304;  robes  of,  373;  as 

presents,   21  ;  prices,  401,  405.  See 

Fur  trade. 
I'emaou,  Indian  chief,  170;  slain  by  Iro- 

(juois.  172. 
Pemoussa,  Fox  chief,  377  ;  heads  attack 

on  Detroit,  2(;8  ;   a  war  chief.   281  ; 

speech   by,  27(>. 
iV'nicaut,  — ,  writes  history  of  Douisi- 

ana  colony,  194;  cited,  177,  170,  ISO, 

194  200;  .sketch,  101. 
Peni!isula,  between  Lakes  Michigan  nnd 

Huron,  408,  410;  near  Delroit.  283. 
Penuetacolon,  Sac  chief,  inlrigucs  against 

I'oxes,  4."m). 
Pennsylvania  ( Pensilvania  t .  l^nglish  col- 
ony, .345. 

Penlagouet,  334.  See  Rivers,  Penobscot. 
Peoria,  III.,  179. 

Peorias  ( Peaouaidas) ,  Illinois  tribe.  3.C2  ; 

.Tesuits  with,  01. 
Pepikokis     (Pei)ico(piis^,     Mi;\n;i  Iril.o. 

152.  n;5. 

Pi'l'iu  br(tt!iers.  voyageiMs.  in  the  Nortli- 

west,  184. 
Perch,  yellow  (poisson  ilnn^),  35}. 
I'Ovr.  .l<-nn.  200:  aecomi)anle.s  Du  I.utli, 

110.    117.    110,    122:    pral.sod.  12.3; 

rit(Ml.  1 1::  :  sketch,  115. 
P(M-(  w(',  nn  Illinois,  sinin  by  Foxeo.  ACO. 
Perllinu,    — .    clerk,    recommonded  by 

Dndsnr..  452. 
P(MMol.   NIrolns,    109:   shrewdness.  101, 

105;    InMnenee    with    Indians.    ;u  17. 


I 


INDEX. 


101-103,  133-141,  143-3  00,  165;  takes 
possession  of  Northwest,  205  ;  brings 
Indian  envoys  to  Quebec,  100  ;  seized 
and  robbed  by  Miamis,  100,  107,  170; 
services  to  Canada,  33 ;  speeches  by, 
45  ;  money  paid  to,  407  ;  sketch,  386  ; 
Memoirc,  cited,  xi,  10-21,  23-31,  230. 
Pestilence,  among  Indians,  4,  51,  79  ;  at 
Green  Bay,  10.  See  Epidemics,  and 
Smallpo.x. 

Petechechenoucta,  Illinois  woman,  slain 

by  Foxes,  459. 
Peticotias,  Ouiatanon  tribe,  376. 
Petit,  — ,  French  official,  406. 
Petun  (Tobacco)  tribe,  called  "the  real 

Ilurons,"  100. 
Pheasants,  in  Indiana,  372. 
Pickerel,  other  names,  354. 
Pictures,  employed  in  missionary  work, 

84. 

Pierson,    Phillippe,    Jesuit,    95  ;  with 

Ilurons,  97  ;  sketch,  98. 
Pigeons,  24  ;  caught  in  nets,  9. 
Pike,  354. 

Pilemou,  Pottawattomie  chief,  at  Mon- 
treal, 398. 

Pilote  (Pelotte,  Pilot,  Pilotte),  name  of 
a  French-Canadian  family,  423  ;  a  De- 
troit trader,  423,  425. 

Pimithouy  (Pemotewoy,  IMmytesouy ) , 
Illinois  village,  location,  374,  459;  de- 
stroyed by  Foxes,  454. 

Pindiikosan,  40.    See  I^Iedicine-pouch. 

Plnet.  — ,  gunsmith  at  Detroit,  252. 

Pirogues,  279.    See  Cano<>s. 

Pistole,  French  money,  value,  252. 

Pistols,  Indians  alarmed  by,  2 ;  Cata- 
lan, found  among  Wiunobagoes,  413, 
414. 

Pitch  (gum),  canoes  fastened  with,  411; 
prices,  401,  402,  405. 

Placenti;),  N.  F.,  resort  for  French  ves- 
sels, 240,  300. 

Plnlno,  —  de,  231. 

PIdinc,    Canadian    appellation    for  red 

maple,  197. 
Plnisanco,  300.    See  IMacentia. 
Plum.  wild.  309;  at  Di  troit.  129. 
Point  I'eir-o,  cape  in  T.akc  Krie,  described, 

305. 

Poison,  used  by  Ottawas.  12.  13. 
PoiKson    (lorC,    (poicli),    application  of 
term,  354. 

Polygamy,  among  Indians.  23.  55,  G2, 
09.  K3  H5,  187.  410. 

Pommvs  (Vnpi  ("boo  apples"),  360. 

Pontolmrf rain.  Louis  PhoIyp'^•^ux.  romte 
dp.  intendant  of  finance  In  France, 
127,  200.  220,  240:  letters.  22S.  2(50- 
262.     See  also  Fort  I'onlrhart  rain. 


Porcelain,  230,  259 ;  meaning  of  term, 
12;  collars,  104,  160,  161 — fas  pres- 
ents, 36,  124,  l2o;  as  ornaments,  367. 
See  also  Presents,  and  Wampum. 
Port  Arthur,  Ont.,  440. 
Portages,  70,  328  ;  described,  351,  357 ; 
Calumet-Des  Plaines,  372 ;  Chicago- 
Des  Plaines,  92,  372 ;  Dos  Chesnes, 
372  ;  Des  I'erches,  372  ;  along  Fox 
river,  08  ;  Fox-Wisconsin,  42,  90,  105, 
106,  151,  181,  371 ;  Genesee-Alleghiiny, 
305;  across  Keweenaw  I'oint,'122; 
Kekaling  (Kaukauua),  100;  on  Mau- 
mee  river,  375 ;  Maumee-Ohlo,  285  ; 
Niagara,  303,  364  ;  Toronto,  127, 
128  — length,  371;  St.  Anthony's 
Falls,  1S6  ;  St.  Joseph-Kankakee,  127, 
372 ;  Stui-geon  Pay,  96 ;  on  upper 
Wabash,  211. 
Portage-collars,  prices,  400.  404. 
Post  Ouiatanon,  449  ;  founded,  443. 

  Vincenues,  founded,  44.3. 

Posts,  military.  456.  458,  402  ;  why  es- 
tablished, xvi.  437  ;  on  Lake  Superior, 
440 ;  on  Missouri  river,  443 ;  on 
Wabash,  394  ;  to  be  inspected,  349, 
385,  386,  392;  among  Sioux.  441.  442, 
468  ;  purchased  by  commandants.  468. 
Pot,  French  liquid  measure,  value,  424. 
Pottawattomios  ( Potawatamies.  Potouat- 
mis,  Pottawatamies.  I'oues,  Pouteata- 
mis,  I'outeouatemis,  Poutewatamis, 
Poutoatomis.  Poutouatamis.  Poux), 
Algontpiain  tribe.  3.  7,  8,  10,  29,  30. 
34-36,  38-42,  46-48,  55.  56.  67,  70. 
!)0.  no,  140,  100.  163,  164,  100,  ICS, 
171,  ISl,  2;',0.  203,  209,  321,  366-371, 
451  ;  location,  3.  8.  34,  55,  87, 
306,  40!».  410;  population.  55,  370; 
language,  55;  characteristics,  7,  8, 
55,  00.  359;  insolence,  110;  stat- 
ure, 411:  other  tribes  compared  to, 
371;  allies  (if  Sacs.  S;  iuteiniarry 
with  Winnebagoes.  7  ;  understand 
Illinois  Idugue,  373;  captive,  freed 
by  i:ickapoos,  397  :  affi  out  Iro- 
(luois,  2(i3  ;  reconciled  with  Iroquois. 
284;  hostile  to  Foxes.  393.  419:  at 
war  with  Menomonees.  35:  hostilities 
with  Slous-.  ISr  230:  defeated  by 
SIon\.  2!).  30;  abandon  their  vlllnge. 
2S0  :  vIsK.d  by  NIcolet,  2  -by  IVr- 
rot,  3  1  :!S  :  .lesults  wllh.  00.  01.  SO; 
pacllied  liy  I'.Mrot.  110.  117:  hostile 
to  French.  Ill;  friendly  (o  French, 
410.  412:  n-proach  Vamlreull.  321; 
nid  French  against  I'oxos.  271.  272, 
275.  341  :  at  Ouebeo.  160.  163.  17t  ; 
at  St.  Joseph  rivor.  307  399.  433.  430; 
settle  nt  Detroit.  290.  309;  trade  nt 
Montreal.  4  7  50. 
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Pottery,  used  by  Ottawas,  15D. 
Fouaukikias,  Ouiatanon  baud,  152. 
I'oiict,    Freuch    linear    uiL-asure,  value, 
353. 

Powder,  capacity  of  barrel,  2S7  ;  price, 
400. 

Powder-horns,  cords  for,  374. 

Powell,  J.  W.,  Indian  Linyuiatic  Fami- 
lies, cited,  104. 

Prairie  du  Cliien,  Wis.,  00. 

Presents,  12,  15,  IG,  21,  22,  29,  39,  41, 
45,  47,  48,  U5,  100,  140'  141,  144-151, 
155,  150-1G5,  180,  185,  188,  102, 
108,  218,  222,  227,  255,  250,  208, 
270,  280,  284,  400,  4GG  ;  to  console  the 
alllicted,  G,  30,  172  ;  to  atone  for  mur- 
der, 104  ;  at  councils,  138  ;  offered  by 
ambassadors,  2  ;  French  to  Indians, 
234-23G,  287,  288,  297,  304-300,  308, 
311,  312,  327,  334,  337,  :!:{0,  342, 
384-380,  305,  307,  403,  407,  439,  450, 
404,  471,  472,  470  :  Indians  demoral- 
ized by,  215;  "  undorj^rnund,"  345, 
382.  See  Collars,  Porcelain,  and 
Wampum. 

Presq'Isle  (peninsula),  near  Detroit,  283. 

Prices,  augers,  400  ;  axes,  401,  402,  405  ; 
bacon,  402,  403,  40G ;  balsam,  402 ; 
bark,  404  :  barrels,  400,  404  ;  bayon- 
ets, 404  ;  beads,  401-403,  405  ; 
boavor-skins,  258 ;  beef,  402,  403, 
400  ;  biscuit,  402.  403,  40G  ;  l)Istoury, 
404  :  blankets,  288,  202,  400,  402, 
404  ;  bomb-fusoes,  405  ;  brandy,  253, 
403,  40G ;  bread,  402.  403,  400 ;  buf- 
falo-tongues, 400;  bullet-ladles,  406; 
btittons,  402  ;  candles,  404  ;  cannon, 
400 ;  cnnoe-sails,  402  ;  canoes,  400, 
404  ;  canvas,  402,  400 ;  canvas  bag, 
403  ;  canvas  pouches.  405  ;  chemises, 
401.  404:  chisel,  404:  cider,  403; 
cloaks,  401.  404  ;  cloth,  401--104, 
400,  407  ;  collars,  404  ;  corn,  288, 
403,  407,  471,  474.  475:  deer- 
skins, 401,  405;  doublets.  401,  405; 
ftre-steols,  400.  403  :  fish-hook  jruts. 
403  405  :  fish-lines.  405;  flints.  288; 
flour,  400;  Knrters.  403:  o-roase.  384, 
407 ;  grenade-fusees.  405  ;  gum  for 
canoes.  405  :  guns.  288.  401.  402,  404  : 
gun-flints,  401,  403.  ^05;  gun-sheaths, 
404:  irun-worms.  402,  40'?  ;  hams. 
400:  hats,  401.  402:  hhi-es.  405; 
hoes,  405;  Jerkin.  401;  k.Msey.  401; 
kenies,  401.  402.  401;  knives.  2S8. 
400.  401.  402,  404;  lance-hlades.  403; 
lancets.  405;  lonrl,  401,  403.  405; 
lead  halls.  28S.  404;  linen.  402.  400; 
locks.  405  :  mntch-tuhs.  405.  40rt ; 
nur/.anu'l.    403,    405:    medicine.  405; 


j  mirror,  403;  mitasses  (leggings),  288, 
j  401,  405 ;  mortar  and  ammunition, 
40G ;  nails,  404  ;  needles,  404  ;  pad- 
dles, 400,  402,  403  ;  paper,  405  ;  peas, 
402,  403,  400  ;  picks,  405  ;  pins, 
404  ;  pitch,  401,  402  ;  portage-collars, 
400  ;  pouches,  401,  403  ;  powder,  287, 
401,  403,  405  ;  powder  barrels,  400 ; 
priming  horns,  405  ;  rammer-heads, 
40G  ;  rice,  405  ;  rope,  401  ;  salt,  405  ; 
yliirts,  288,  401,  402,  4u4  ;  'shoes, 
402  ;  shot-gauges,  40G  ;  sleeves,  401, 
405;  slow-match,  405;  soap,  405; 
spades,  404  ;  sponges,  401,  404  ;  steel- 
yard, 400  ;  stockings,  400  ;  sugar,  405  ; 
sulphur,  405  ;  tarpaulins,  402  ;  thread, 
401,  404  ;  tinsel  lace,  401,  402  ; 
tobacco,  288,  292,  402,  403,  405,  40G  ; 
toba(co-l)ox,  402;  twine.  401,  404; 
veal,  400  ;  vermilion,  288,  402,  403, 
400  ;  wad-hooks,  400  ;  waist-cloths, 
400;  wheat,  3S4  ;  wine,  403,  40G ; 
wi  ai)i)ing  paper,  405  ;  yarn,  404  ; 
rent,  254  ;  for  repairing  gun,  252  ;  for 
grinding  flour,  252. 

I'rinceton,  NVis.,  42. 

Prisoner's  base,  a  game,  352. 

I'rouville,  ?>1.    See  Tracy. 

I'rovo.st,  Grand,  of  Canada,  107. 

T'runes,  Indians  regard  as  delicacy,  38. 

Psinchatons.  Dakotan  band,  meaning  of 
name,  103. 

I'slnoumanltons,  Dakotan  band,  meaning 
of  name,  193. 

Psinoutanhinhintons,  Siouan  band,  mean- 
ing of  name.  103. 

Puants  (Puans),  French  ai)pellat!on  of 
WInnehagoes.  4-7,  35,  39,  08,  143, 
144.  158,  1(50.  1G4,  301.  4,30;  origin 
of  name,  3,  3G0,  412.  See  also  Wln- 
nebag()t>s. 

]^umi)lcins,  raised  l)y  Indians,  35t.  .",70. 
Punishment,    coi-i)oral.    applied    to  cnu- 
reurs  de  hols,  207. 


372. 

Qiinr.MPte    Sols    f<)u«rnnte-sous'> ,  Huron 

chief.    205:    id.MifUv.   211:  lnlrlgn.«<». 

171.    211,    212.    2  IS.    2L'0.    22:t.  225. 

239  :  sUeli  h.  171. 
Quart.     Frrmh     nn'Msuie  capa«-lly. 

vain".  25:r 
Quohcc   HJneh.^kle).   11.  21.  01,   r,3,  (U. 

(50.  77.  SI.  SO.  02.  OS.  lOS.  100.  111. 

115.    124.    13S,    142.    102.    100,  107. 

175.    20S.    212.    217.    220.    212.  244. 

245.    202.    300.    310,    342.    3S7.  30»1, 

•134;  casde  (Thaleau  St.  F.oulsK  100; 
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Iroquois  envoys  at,  293  ;  tribes  seek 
aid  at,  298 ;  centre  of  Indian  trade, 
473. 

Quebec  company,  202. 
Quemet,  — ,  expedition  by,  334. 
Queylus,    Abb6    Gabriel   de,    desires  to 

open  missions  in  West,  G2,  63. 
Quicapous  (c^uilsapoux,  Quincapoux,  Qui- 

quapous,  Quiyquapous) ,  ISO,  295,  397, 

429,  442,  457,  458.    See  Kickapoos. 
Quioepetons,  Dakotan  band,  meaning  of 

name,  103. 
Quivers,  49. 


Kaccoon  (wild  cat,  chat  sauoayc),  skin 
used  as  garment,  144.  See  also  Cat, 
wild. 

Radisson,  Pierre  Esprit,  in  Wisconsin, 
21 ;  cited,  19. 

Raisins,  a  delicacy  to  Indians,  38. 

Ramezay  (Ilamesay),  Claude  de,  331; 
censured,  207  ;  acting  governor  of  Can- 
ada, 326  ;  opinion  as  to  Fox  war,  303  ; 
confers  witli  Mississaguas,  330 ;  ac- 
cused of  complicity  in  illicit  trade, 
426  ;  corresponds  with  Governor  Hun- 
ter, 317,  336  ;  letters  to  minister,  300- 
303,  310-338 ;  death,  444  ;  sketch, 
300. 

Randin,  — ,  envoy  of  Frontenac,  107. 

Rapids,  dangers  of  navigation  in,  328, 
357  ;  in  Fox  river,  OS,  81,  83,  87, 
lOG,  409 ;  in  Ohio  river,  304  ;  in  St. 
Croix  river,  lOS ;  in  St.  Lawrence 
river,  328 ;  De  Tere,  81,  83  ;  Little, 
G8  ;  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  408  ;  described, 
31 ;  canoes  can  run,  351. 

Raspberries,  24. 

Rassade  (l)eads),  402;  defnuHl,  45.  See 
also  Canons,  Porci^lalii,  and  Wampum. 

Rattlesnakes,  described,  184  ;  deaths 
caused  by,  59. 

Raudot,  Antoine  Denis,  and  .Tacquos.  261, 
262,  456  ;  intendanta  of  New  France, 
240,  242  247:  Antoine  returns  to 
France,  264  ;  sketches,  228. 

Reaume,  Pierre,  Interpreter,  at  Montreal. 
377. 

Rcaiime,  Simon,  voyageur,  influence  with 

Indians,  395. 
Ri^collets  (Rocolets).  with  La  Salle.  99. 

108;  at  Detroit,  249.  272.  284.  2SS  ; 

with  Miamls.  208. 
Red  stone  quarry,  Minn.,  controlled  by 

Yankton  Sioux.  103.  104. 
Red  Wing.  Minn.,  16,  187;  French  fort 

nonr.  173. 

Rf^nnrds.     See  l-'oxoa.  mid  Outagiuules. 
Renues,  France,  llnend  of.  401.  404. 


Repentigny,  —  de,  accompanies  Da 
Luth,  119,  123. 

Revue  de  Montreal,  cited,  300. 

Rice,  wild,  17,  19,  90  ;  quality,  18  ;  food 
of  Indians,  9,  lu,  18,  81,  109,  190, 
192,  193,  411;  how  used  by  them, 
300  ;  how  gathered,  25  ;  abounds  in 
Minnesota,  17,  18  ;  food  of  wild  fov/l, 
9,  OS,  09. 

Richard,  Edouard.  cited.  210,  241. 

lliggs,  S.  II.,  Dakota  Gruininar,  citeU, 
194. 

Rivers :  Alleghany,  365.  Arkansas,  27, 
91.  Assiniboine,  tribes  on,  189.  Au 
Sable  (Mich.),  120.  Bad  Axe,  182. 
Black  (Noire,  Chabadeba),  d.>scribed, 
107;  always  navigable,  183;  Hurons 
settle  on,  17.  Blue  Earth  (Blue),  188, 
191,  194;  why  thus  named,  186; 
other  names,  189.  Bois  Brule  (Nera- 
itsakouat),  173;  a  trade-route,  108. 
Buffalo  (des  Banifs),  ISO;  location, 
183,  365;  described.  107.  Cannon, 
Sioux  appellation  of,  1S4.  rastiui- 
nanpo,  364.  370 ;  see  below,  Tennes- 
see. Chaouenons.  376.  Chicago  (Chi- 
kagon),  91,  96,  145;  source,  409;  In- 
dian battle  at.  146,  150.  Chippewa, 
game  abundant  on,  183.  Connecticut, 
102.  Dos  Plalnes,  91.  Detroit,  12/- 
129,  211.  366;  tribes  on.  268. 
Essolou,  359.  Fox  (Kakaling),  42, 
00.  09.  83,  86,  89.  90.  104.  33S,  412; 
various  names,  68  ;  described.  106  ; 
width.  08;  rapids  In.  68.  81.  83, 
87,  106,  409 ;  apparent  tides  In, 
87;  abounds  in  lish,  360;  Indian 
villages  on.  65.  French.  120.  305. 
C.alcna  (Fever,  Rivi«'re  ;\  la  Mine), 
described,  181  ;  mines  on.  1^6.  Gar- 
lic, 3(>1  :  see  above,  Chicago,  (icne- 
see,  rises  near  Allegheny,  365. 
Grand  (Mich.).  200:  Indian  battle 
at.  2S9.  Grape.  1S3.  threat,  105. 
rilhanbouxeatt^,  moaning  of  name.  1S4. 
Hudson,  tribes  on.  102;  controlled  by 
i:nullsh.  317.  Illinois.  01.  02.  111. 
127.  105.  178-lSO:  Infested  by  hostile 
Indians.  417.  low.i  (Ayoi>«).  Ottnwns 
on.  15.  Lnvft.  rpprr.  locution.  182. 
Kakaling.  106;  see  above.  Fox.  Kala- 
mazoo (Maramec),  location.  101. 
Kankakee.  127.  382.  Kennebec  (Nan 
rantHOunk).  334:  I'.ngllsh  f.>rt  on. 
3:^5.  Ln  Cros-*e,  1S2.  I.>  S\uMir. 
(St.  Uemls),  ISO.  Little  Wolf.  30. 
Loire.  120.  Manlstlque  (Manlstlo, 
nnlamanlstlk),  loeatlon.  3(1.  37; 
aboiind.s  In  l^.sh.  410.  Marameg  (Mara 
tnekl,    early    name    for  .  Kaloniaroo 
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river,  101.  Marquette,  jNIiirquotte's 
death  ut,  89.  Mattawan,  ;>ur».  Mau- 
niee  (of  Miainis),  211,  281),  400;  de- 
scribed, oTo  ;  Miaials  settle  at,  285. 
Mouomiuee,  ;  separates  Wiscon- 
siu  and  Micliigan,  3tiO  ;  sturyeon  iu, 
8.  Minnesota  (St.  Peter's),  when 
thus  named,  18(5.  Mississippi  (Micis- 
sipi,  Misissypy,  Mississipj',  Missis- 
sippy,  Missysypy),  18,  33,  41,  42,  63, 
81,  105,  107,  108,  127,  140,  150,  154, 
155,  173,  177,  178,  ISO-ISO,  181), 
1113,  I'JO-llJO,  202,  203,  209,  319, 
304,  305,  371,  409,  429,  430,  440- 
443  ;  also  called  Louisianna,  15  ;  ex- 
plored by  Joliet  and  Marquette,  89- 
92' — iby  I'errot,  33  ;  spring  freshets 
in,  197;  obstructions  at  its  mouth, 
203  ;  current,  375  ;  upper  waters,  10, 
93,  178,  187  ;  infested  by  hostile  In- 
dii'.ns,  417  ;  Ottawas  take  refui;e  be- 
yond, 15  ;  colonies  on,  440.  Missouri 
(ivrissonry),  04,  00,  179,  187,  190, 
413;  westward  route  by,  91,  92,  417, 
418;  Le  Sueur  at,  179;  Indian  slaves 
bi-i-ught  from,  332  ;  tribes  on,  31  ; 
French  on,  443.  I^Iobile  CSIobille), 
English  fort  at,  319.  Naurantsouak, 
335;  see  above,  Kennel)ec.  Nanlouna- 
gan,  70  ;  see  below,  Ontonagon,  Nem- 
itsakouat,  lOS  ;  see  above,  Bols  Bruk'-. 
Niagara.  128,  132;  extent,  304.  Nio- 
brara, 27.  Oconto,  OS.  Ohio  (Auyo, 
Oio,  Oyo,  Oyou),  332,  .",75.  ;',70  ;  called 
Wabaslj,  305  ;  desci-ibed,  304  ;  source, 
305  ;  route  for  Irofiuois,  370.  Onion, 
1S2.  Ontonagoii  (Nantounngan  ) ,  cop- 
per at,  70.  Orange  (Hudson).  317. 
Ottawa  (Outaoua),  tribes  on,  11  ;  a 
route  of  travel,  305.  Ouabn<-he,  211, 
3(M  ;  see  below,  Wabash.  Ouisconsln, 
ISl,  182:  see  below,  Wisconsin. 
Oulamanistik,  30  ;  s.'(>  nl)ovc,  M;inis- 
ti(|ue.  Outaganii,  -112:  sec  altovo. 
Fox.  Quincnpous,  idenlKy,  182.  Tort- 
a.'.'c,  122.  Of  Puans.  OS;  sc(>  a!>ove. 
Fox.  I'ed,  Indian  appellation  of 
Plack  river,  183.  Red.  of  the  North, 
tribes  on.  189.  Of  Ifenards.  why 
thus  named,  40!)  ;  see  above.  Vox. 
Koot,  location,  182.  Saco,  Indians 
on,  102.  St.  riair.  described,  127; 
Frencli  post  on,  120-131.  St.  Troix, 
18,  17.",.  178;  why  thus  named.  185;  n 
tr.vdo-roufe.  108.  S(.  Francis  (Ark.), 
I'^rench  at.  91:  St.  Francois,  OS;  see 
above.  Vox.  St.  Josepli  (St.  .Tosophp), 
105,  200.  20S.  211.  212.  224.  230  239, 
302,  371.  444.  445.  402:  a  route  to 
the   Mississippi.    127:    tribes   on.  99. 


I  209,  408,  409  ;  French  post  on^ 
I  450,  458,  408,  470.  St.  Lawrence,  63, 
I  00,  107,  134,  142,  310;  rapids  in,  328. 
I  St.  Mary's,  tribes  on,  30;  finest  white- 
j  lish  in,  20.  St.  Maurice,  115.  St. 
I'eter,  tributaries,  18  ;  see  above,  Min- 
nesota. St.  Kemis,  189  ;  see  above,  Le 
Sueur.  Salt,  location,  180.  Sandusky 
(Sandosquet),  305;  route  for  war- 
parties,  304.  Saskatchewan,  tribes 
on,  189.  Scioto,  304.  Severn,  127. 
Suamico,  tribes  on,  SO.  Tamarois, 
180.  Tennessee  (('asquinani)o  » ,  304; 
a  route  to  Carolina,  370.  Tittibawas- 
sce,  10.  AVabash  (Ouabache,  Ouabeche, 
Oyo),  152,  101,  211,  322;  application 
of  name,  305  ;  confused  with  Ohio, 
409;  hostile  acts  of  Indians  on,  402; 
French  post  at,  3:',2,  334  ;  Ilnglish  fort 
on,  317,  319,  335,  345.  Wazi  Ozu, 
identity,  183.  Wing,  identity,  82. 
Wisconsin  (Misconsing,  Ouis(.(»ncliing, 
Ouisconsin),  140;  other  names,  105; 
described.  105-107,  181,  182;  Ottawas 
at,  15.  Wolf,  42,  09,  83,  80;  Indijui 
villages  on,  05.  Zumbro,  location,  183. 

Rivi('re  de  I'Ail  ((Jarlic  river),  appella- 
tion of  Chicago  rivei-,  301. 

— ■ —  aux  Ailes,   identity,  182. 

 aux  r>(cfs  (N.  Y.),  180;  iden- 
tity, 305. 

 do  r.on  Secours,  identity,  183. 

  Cachee,  identity,  182. 

  aux  C'anots,  identity,  1S2. 

 a  la  Mini'.  descrii)( ion,  181. 

 des  Fa(|uitanettes,  identity,  183. 

 des  I.'aisins.  identity,  183. 

I:(.bi.tel,  440.     See  La  Noiie. 

Uochelle  (La.),  178. 

IJock-idclures.  on  Ml,-;sisslpid  shore.  90. 
Kock  vill:\g(\  285.     See  Starved  liock. 
Coger.  — ,  a  clerk,  452. 
Hoinsaf    (Houainsac.    Itouensac,  Itouin- 

sac),  lllhMtis  chief,  375;  his  village, 

.'115.  .374,  .'•,75.     See  Kas!;askia.s. 
l.'oiiii'.  :',30.     See  !!uni. 
Kood,  252.     See  .Xrpent. 
Kosc,    -  — .    furnishes    i)i"esen(s    for  In- 

<lians,  3SL 
i{oy.  — .  Detroit  hahll.int,  209.  271. 
Hulls:,   while,   v.'orn  by   I-'retich  olllocis, 

402. 

I^uiu.  to  IiKlians  by  llnclisli.  33(^. 

Kushiord  to\viis!il|),  Winiubii^'o  county. 
12. 

S\nui:v(us  de   Hloury.   J.Tcques  (Mi.nrles. 
commandant  at  Detroit.  311  31  L  316, 
319.  330.  334.  337;  memoir  by, 
370  :  ^•l:.«t(  lK  311. 
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Sacrifices,  of  tobacco,  34  ;  to  spirits,  4G, 
51,  52,  50,  57,  59,  04,  71,  S2,  87, 
93,  90  ;  to  souls  ot  dead,  5  ;  ottered 
to  Lake  Superior,  31. 

Sacs  (Salcis,  Saky,  Saquis,  Saskis),  3, 
7,  8,  29,  30,  39,  40,  48,  08,  104,  105, 
145-147,  103,  100,  222,  373,  397,  430, 
430  ;  meaning  of  name,  300  ;  location, 
3,  10,  371,  409,  412,  434  ;  population, 
289,  371  ;  language,  50  ;  characteris- 
tics, S,  30,  57,  414  ;  method  of  fishing, 
08 ;  factions  among,  412 ;  allies  of 
Kickapoos,  381 ;  intermarry  with  Win- 
nebagoes,  7  ;  relations  with  Pottawat- 
tomies,  8,  40  ;  with  Sioux,  29,  104,  105, 
104,  181  ;  with  Foxes,  104,  301,  393, 
418,  434,  404,  407  ;  with  Miamis,  230  ; 
hostilities  with  Ojibwas,  340,  344  ; 
at  war  with  Illinois,  4-12;  Jesuits 
with,  50,  57,  01  ;  at  Checiuaiuegon, 
01  ;  pacified  by  I'crrot,  140,  147  ;  at 
Quebec,  100,  104  ;  at  l^etroit  siege, 
272.  281,  288  ;  suud  envoys  to  ]\Iou- 
treal,  377;  reduced  by  wars,  300;  de- 
sire to  abandon  their  homes,  393. 

Sagamite,  Indian  name  for  conimeal  por- 
ridge, meaning  of  word,  355. 

Saghinan  (Saginan,  Saguinan,  Sakinan, 
Sankiuon),  324,  428,  430.  See  Bays, 
Saginaw. 

Saginav/  county,  Mich.,  10. 

Saguina  (Sagninaw),  Oltiiwa  chief,  285; 
defeats  Mascoutcns,  2(10  ;  settles  at 
JMackinac,  280;  his  uife,  captured  by 
Foxes,  272,  270 — ^  restored,  277  ;  ;iids 
French  at  sie;re  of  Detruit,  272.  Si'e 
Sakima. 

St.  Ange  de  r,elieriv(%  Jvm\  d",  sketch, 
380,  443. 

St.  Ange  de  Ecllerive.  Louis  de,  453; 
attacked  by  Foxes,  454,  400;  sketch. 
443. 

St.  Clair  county.  111.,  170. 

St.  Denis,  — ,  lOroiuli  ollicer,  commands 
Fort  La  Toulaye,  100.  200. 

St.  lOsp'-it,  njime  of  jti  iul  in  (  liciuaine- 
go!i  liny.  22,  07.  j 

St.  Illve  (St.  Yves),  — ,  .sliiin  by  In- 
dians, 454,  459. 

St.  Ignaco,  130;  a  mission  contro,  97. 

St.  Louis,  220  :  founded.  -1  13. 

St.  liUsson.  Simon  I'-rrincols  Daumont, 
.sieur  do.  tiikes  )to^;se«;s!on  of  Xortliwest 
for  Franco.  78,  70.  80. 

Rio.  Mario.  Wis..  12. 

St.  Micliol.  — .  2L'5. 

St.  P'-,  .Tenn  Pnptisto,  J(>suit.  at  Uroon 
Pny,  444. 

St.  Pierre,  — ,  winters  with  Misslss.")- 
guas.  330;  escorts  ().iil>\va  onvoys  to 


Montreal,  377  ;  infiuence  v.  ith  Ojibwas, 
380  ;  establishes  post  at  Cheyuamegon, 
380. 

St.  lioc,  — ,  clerk,  452. 

Sakima    (Saguina".'),   trip   to  iNIontreal, 

280,  290. 
Salmon,  20.     See  Whitefish. 
Salt,  prices,  405. 

Saltpetre,  found  near  Lake  Pepin,  184. 
Sangiestas,  ISO.    See  IV-anguichas. 
Santees,  Siouan  tribes,  origin  of  name, 
194. 

Sataretsy  (Sasteratsi,  Sataresky),  name 
of  line  of  Huron  chiefs,  100,  224,  225, 
.'{."tO. 

Sault  au  Recoliet  (;iu  Ilecolet.  aux  Kt'- 
coUets),  Sulpitian  mission  noar  Mon- 
treal, 322;  Indians  of,  230;  Indian 
colony,  377. 

Sault  St.  Louis,  Indian  colony  near  Mon- 
treal, 49,  50,  377  ;  Indians  at,  in  Fox 
war,  341. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  31,  0:'.-00.  72.  78, 
85,  92-94,  98,  114.  115,  143  ;  Sul- 
pitians  at,  03  ;  fisheries  at,  20 ;  ren- 
d(^;cvous  for  savages,  8,  2(),  03.  See 
also  Missions. 

Sauteurs  (Saulteaux,  Saultours.  Sauters, 
Sauteux,  Soteux),  I'rench  appellation 
of  Ojibwas.  8.  14,  20.  2t;,  !S.  idj, 
103,  107,  108.  112.  114.  115,  117,  110. 
120,  125.  130,  1  41.  15.5.  KM}.  171, 
222.  202.  .-540.  301.  444;  origin  of 
name,  8  —  UK^aiiinL'.  408.  .Si\»  (\jib- 
was. 

Sra];»iMg,  145,  100.  170.  45 L  4  51,  4..8- 
402. 

Sclioolcraft  county.  :^Iirli..  37. 

Sonoc.is  ( S/noiiton.nis) .  Iroipiois  tribe. 
130.  i;;2.  142.  22s  ;  ;;t  Niagara.  3<;3  ; 
raid  Vox  villa.ir'\  09;  at  war  with  Mas- 
(diitcu-.  71  :  ()(t;n\:is  so(4c  alliance 
Willi,  i:!l;  hostililios  wiili  North- 

W(s|.<iu  tribes.  100.  107;  I'ronolj 
vi^ii.  ::i5:  sliould  be  u»idor  I'ronch 
C'Milrol.  310;  oonfor  witli  V.nidrouil. 
210;  atl.;ckod  i>y  Froneh.  132.  140; 
I'foMoh  o\po(llti,in  niralnst.  115:  act 
.'I'-.  oarriTH  for  Froneh.  30;».  no  I  ;  at 
>r"nt<oal.  2r,:L 

Scrpont.  losTiuls  r-iiKHTiilng.  411. 

Shad.  35  1. 

Shawno<.^  ( riiaoiianons.  rh.nu;Mions'> .  71. 

.'UU  ;  Ii-ofjuois  raid  .igainsr.  4,»^. 
Sbo;-,  .Tnlin  (.'..  oitod.  ITT -10.1. 
Sb.<Mr,M.   Mrs.  K.  >[..  roilu  flisfoin  of 

Vlrh;(j(in.  oltod.  232.  251.  250.  2S8. 
siv'lls.  .ns  \»tonsHs.  07. 
Shlt^>^.  klntr's  sont  nnnnallv  to  Panad:!. 

"92  :  sh«>\il<l  l)p  bnlU  on  1  al  o  Ontario. 
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335,  351.  "Gii'onde,"  177;  "La  Prin- 
cesse,"  337;  '"La  Providence,"  318, 
33G ;  "  Keuommee,"  177  ;  "  St.  Je- 
rome," 337. 

Shirts,  3G4  ;  prices,  401,  402,  404. 

Shoshonoau  family,  ISO. 

Sillery,  mission  colony,  'J8. 

Silver,  mines,  supposed  to  exist  at  Kas- 
kasltia,  325. 

Silvy,  Antoine,  Jesuit,  95,  97-99;  in 
Wisconsin,  97  ;  slietch,  94. 

Sinagos,  Ottawa  chief,  treachery  toward 
Sioux  envoys,  20-29  ;  tortured  to 
death,  30. 

Sinagos  (Cinagos,  Sinagaux,  Singos), 
Ottawa  clan,  119;  120,  218,  227,  353. 
See  Ottawas. 

Siouan  family,  157  ;  application  of  name, 
193  ;  tribes  included  in,  193,  194  ;  cita- 
tions regarding,  194  ;  language,  186, 
188,  191. 

Sioux  (Ciou,  Sciou,  Scious,  Sious,  Syou, 
Syoux,  Nadouaissious),  15-20,  22,  20, 
28-30,  57,  59,  01,  05,  09,  78-80,  83- 
85,  88,  93,  95,  98,  105,  107,  166,  170, 
172,  173,  176-184,  180-191,  205,  224, 
226,  227,  230,  304,  422,  441,  442, 
458  ;  origin  of  term,  193  ;  location,  20, 
178,  442 ;  population,  18,  187 ;  char- 
acteristics, 17,  19,  20,  362  ;  mode  of 
life,  187,  195,  196  ;  weep  over  guests, 
186,  188,  190,  191 ;  weep  at  will, 
362  ;  method  of  warfare,  18,  19  ;  their 
villages  small,  18;  routes  to  their 
country,  109 ;  treatment  of  captives, 
98 ;  hostilities  with  Algonlsins,  83, 
85,  88;  with  Poxes.  170;  with 
Hurons,  16-19  ;  with  Hurons  and  Ot- 
tawas, 26-31;  with  Illlnoi.s  tribes, 
180;  with  Mlamis,  166,  203:  with 
Northern  tribes,  20 ;  with  Ottawas, 
15-17,  93  ;  with  Western  tribes,  224, 
226,  227  :  with  Wisconsin  tribes,  70, 
77-80,  150,  152-164,  176,  178,  181, 
183,  184,  193;  enemies  of  Foxes,  361; 
Incited  against  them,  306.  314.  457, 
464,  465,  '168  :  forsalfo  them,  393,  304  ; 
allies  of  Foxes.  442.  467;  Foxes  may 
flee  to,  466.  468;  onemios  of  Hurons. 
350  ;     make     peace     with  OJibwaa. 

107,  108;  obliged  by  Pcrrot  to 
refrain  from  nttacltlng  Foxes,  153-1.^)7  ; 
form  alliance  with  French.  178; 
trade  witii  thvm,  143.  144.  151.  154. 

108.  209;  Jesuit.s  often  mission  among. 
427,  428;  post  established  among.  441, 
442.  408;  at  Green  P.ay.  417;  In 
Wisconsin.  102;  Infest  upper  Ml.qsls- 
alppi,  417:  compared  to  TroqnolH.  65. 
80.    Sioux    of    the    Fast    (Tsan  ya  11. 


Santee),  location,  194;  enumeration, 
193  ;  dominate  other  tribes,  180,  187  ; 
rob  French,  188.  Sioux  of  the  West, 
location,  180,  187  ;  enumeration,  193, 
occupations,  87. 

tiiHyqHou,  rattle  of  medicine-man,  de- 
scribed, 307, 

Siiins,  wrapped  around  medicine-pouch, 
40  ;  used  to  cover  houses,  279. 

Slsunli-cabbage  itiunii)locari)u^  foetidus), 
301. 

Sky,  revered  as  a  divinity,  16,  34,  38. 

Slavery,  the  lot  of  captives,  7 ;  abol- 
ished in  Canada,  31.  See  also  Cap- 
tives. 

Slaves,  30,  46,  192,  284,  306,  345,  419, 
429,  434,  430,  444-451,  454,  457  ; 
as  presents,  123  ;  among  Indians,  70, 
270,  343  ;  held  by  French,  30,  295, 
332,  340,  378,  379,  454,  401 — by  Eng- 
lish, 332. 

Sleeves,  an  article  of  trade,  384. 

Smallpox,  among  Indians,  237,  346,  347; 
among  French,  347.  See  also  ICpidem- 
Ics,  and  I'estilence. 

Smith,  William  R.,  History  of  Wiscon- 
sin, cited,  267. 

Snake-root,  90. 

Soap,  prices,  403. 

Sodomy,  practiced  among  Winnebagoes,  4. 

Sokokis  (Sokoki),  Algouquian  tribe,  lo- 
cation, 102. 

Sol  (sou),  French  coin,  value.  400. 

Soldiers,  80,  81  ;  in  fur  trade.  126  ;  il- 
licit traders.  174,  175  ;  treatment  of, 
244  ;  allowed  to  marry,  335  ;  deserters, 
444  ;  their  pay,  472. 

Songasquitons,  Dakotan  band,  193.  194. 
See  Clionkasketons. 

Songs,  employed  by  medlclne-nien,  36. 

Sonnontouan,  Seneca  village,  location, 
GO. 

Sonontouans  ( Sonnontwau) .  a  Seneca 
band.  130.  315.  373.    Sec  Senecas. 

Sorcery,  among  Indians,  411  ;  dreaded  by 
Indians,  .358. 

Souls  of  dead.  See  Indian  rollgl(nis  be- 
lief a. 

Soiiolas.  Huron  clil(<f.  envoy  to  Fronte- 
nac,  107. 

South  Uend.  Ind..  127.  .'^72. 

South  Sea.  appellation  of  Pacllic  Ocean. 
48.  SO.  88.  418. 

Spaniards.  t»2.  411:  sock  to  control  Mis- 
sissippi, 203  ;  search  for  gold  nt  Kas- 
kaskla,  325  ;  relics  of.  fount!  nmonR 
Indians.  413.  414  ;  defeated  by  Otoo8. 
413  :  colonies  of.  a\ipi>osed  to  exist 
north  of  Now  Mexico.  417:  St.  Louis 
bclonvrs  to,  443. 
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Spears,  used  by  Indians  in  fishing,  8. 
Spirit,  Great,  liow  regarded  by  Indians, 
G. 

Spirits,  good  and  evil,  50  ;  invoked,  43, 
48,  41),  51,  1)3  ;  guardian  of  animals, 
416  ;  Frenchmen  regarded  as,  o3,  34  ; 
possessors  of  firearms  regarded  as,  15, 
IG. 

Squashes,  cultivated  by  Indians,  G7,  3G3, 

3G7  ;  at  Chequamegon,  20. 
Starved  Kock,  324  ;  La  Salle's  fort  on, 

99,  100.    See  Le  Kocher. 
Stickney,    G.    1*.,   Indian   Use   of  Wild 

Rice,  cited,  9. 
Stone  implements,  15,  45  ;  used  by  Win- 

nebagoes,  4  —  by  Ottawas,  159. 
Strachey,  William,  cited,  71. 
Straits,  Lake  Erie,  12G,  131  ;  Mackinac, 

width,  351. 
Sturgeon,    37,    38,    410 ;    attains  great 

size,  3G5  ;  abundant  at  Green  Lay,  86  ; 

in  Great  Lakes,  354  ;  liow  captured,  8, 

68 ;  caught  by  Indians,  9. 
Sugar,  prices,  405  ;  how  made  from  ma- 
ple-sap, 197. 
Suicide,  among  Indians,  4G0. 
Sulphur,  prices,  405. 

Sulpitian  missionaries,  230 ;  explora- 
tions by,  03. 

Suite,  Benjamin,  Milanyes  d'histoire, 
cited,  2. 

Sun,  honors  paid  to,  36,  43,  44,  46,  51, 
53,  54  ;  personified,  51,  52  ;  regarded 
as  divinity,  16,  34,  36,  38,  82,  416; 
invoked,  93,  156,  157  ;  bestows  calumet 
on  I'awnees,  27. 

Sun-dogs,  80.    See  Larhelia. 

Sunflower  (HcUauthus),  roots  eaten  by 
Indians,  196.    See  also  Artichoke. 

Surgeous,  maintained  at  posts,  472. 

Swans,  feed  on  wild  rice,  68.  69. 

Swine,  raised  by  habitants,  374. 

Swivel-guns  (cannon),  at  Detroit,  270, 
272.  275,  283.    See  also  Cannon. 


Tailhax,    .lules,    .lesuit    editor,  cited, 

10.  25.  33. 
Taillandler,  — ,  453. 

Tnlon,  Jean,  intendant  of  New  France. 
88.  115;  sends  Joljpt  to  explore  :\lis- 
sissippi,  89  ;  sketch,  76. 

Tamaroas  (Taniarols.  'riianiarois) .  Illi- 
nois) tribe.  180,  181;  location.  179; 
rourenrs  de  hols  reHort  to,  331.  .^;{2  ; 
jofnod  by  Mel  chignmlnM.  454. 

Tnnguay.  Abb^''  <\vprlen.  «llcd,  410. 

Tareiito.  127.     See  Toronto. 


Tattooing,  374  ;  employed  by  Wisconsin 
tribes,  43. 

Taxes,  levied  by  fur-trade  muuopolists, 
210 — in  Detroit  colony,  254  ;  farmed, 
473. 

Tchiduakouingoues,  Miami  band,  152. 

Teatiky,  ;i<J4,  399.  See  Livers,  Kanka- 
kee and  Theakiki. 

Teeoskahtay,  178.    See  Tioscat6. 

Teganisorens,  Iroquois  chief,  brings 
rum  to  Fort  Frontenac,  336. 

T«'tes  de  Louie,  French  appellation  of 
Aigouquiiin  tribe,  history,  114,  115. 

Tetes  plattes  (Testes  plattes),  376;  ap- 
pellation of  Southern  tribes,  315 ; 
tribes  included,  364  ;  at  war  with 
Foxes,  422,  423  ;  attacked  by  Iroquois, 
321. 

Thamarois,  331.    See  Tamaroas. 

Thaumur  (Thomur)  de  la  Source,  Semi- 
nary priest,  superior  of  Illinois  mis- 
.sions,  453  ;  at  Gahckia,  461  :  letter  to 
Dutisne,  453-455  ;  sketch,  456. 

Theakiki  (Teatiky,  Tatiky),  Sb2.  See 
Livers,  Kankakee. 

Three  Livers,  Que.,  French  post,  2,  14, 
23  ;  Algonkius  take  refuge  at,  11. 

Thunder,  revered  by  Indians.  416. 

Thun^s,  Madeleine,  marriages.  424  ;  sells 
brandy  Illegally,  424-426:  sketch.  424. 

Thwaites.  K.  G.,  works  cited — Father 
.}fa)(/uettc.  89;  "Story  of  Che«iuame- 
gon,"  380.    See  niso  Jesuit  Ifclatiotts. 

Tinder,  used  in  makinc  fire.  43. 

Tinsel  lace,  prices.  401,  402. 

TInlanaoughiatons.  Slouan  tribe,  mean- 
ing of  name,  193. 

Tlutons.  Indian  band.  362. 

Tlonnoutates  (Tlonnontatez.  Tionon- 
tate).  77,  166,  167,  224.  See  Tob.ncco 
Ilurous. 

Tlo.scale  (Teeoskahtay),  Sioux  chief, 
dies  at  Montreal.  178.  190. 

'i\)l)acco.  124.  273.  2S3.  .^6S  ;  varieties. 
.".84  ;  cultivated  by  Indians.  67  ;  ottered 
to  deities.  34— to  spirits.  14.  51.  56. 
71,  9:{.  99;  smoked  at  councils.  118; 
Slouan  mode  of  snioUlntr.  1S7:  as  pres- 
ents. 41.  14.'>;  supplied  by  French  to 
sav«j?t>s.  35tl :  used  nn  nu>ui>y,  22; 
prices,  ins,  402-406. 

Tobacco  llnrons.  .Tosuif.s  with.  .S5. 

Tobacco  Nation.  60.    See  WyaMdot.s. 

'I'oliacco  pip(<s.  as  presents.  2S4. 

Tolse.  I'reiHli  li'i<«ar  nie.jsure.  value, 
3  42. 

Toll,  paid  at  gristmill.  252. 
Tomahawks.  164.  16."..  2:M.  2.16.  254. 
ToiiiUMv.  :\}:\.    S.<o  T.e  Touneriv. 


WISCONSIN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS. 


Tonty,  Alphonse  de,  241,  433  ;  complaints 
iigiiiust,  243  ;  couimauds  Fort  Froute- 
nac,  247  ;  accused  of  contrabaud  trad- 
ing, 247  ;  commandant  of  J^otroit,  427  ; 
ditlicultios  with  Detroit  habitants  re- 
garding Indian  trade,  471-475  ;  loses 
Detroit  post,  475  ;  plundered  by  Foxes, 
45!)  ;  slvetch,  201  ;  letter  to  Kamezay, 
422-427  ;  cited,  35)3. 

Tonty,  Henri  de.  111,  175,  285;  desires 
to  establish  post  among  Miamis,  213  ; 
sketch,  1G5. 

Tooker,  W.  W.,  Bocootaicanaukes,  cited, 
71. 

Tools,  prices,  401-40G. 

Toronto  (Tarento,  Torento),  128;  appli- 
cation of  name,  127. 

Totems,  clan  symbols,  40. 

Tonohouaesintons,  Siouau  tribe,  mean- 
ing of  name,  193. 

Toulouse  (Toulouze),  comte  de,  340,  386. 
See  Bourbon,  L.  A.  de. 

Toupikaalch,  an  Indian,  232,  233,  236. 

Touraine,  French  province,  location,  129. 

Tracy,  Alexandre  de  Prouville,  mar(iuis 
de,  14 ;  sends  Allouez  to  Algonkin 
tribes,  59;  Lake  Superior  named  for, 
31. 

Trade  (intertribal),  4,  12;  among  tribes 
about  Lake  Superior,  32,  59 ;  North- 
western tribes,  64,  77,  78 ;  Ottawas 
and  Northern  tribes,  21  ;  Ottawas  and 
rottawattomies,  47,  48  ;  Sioux  and 
Ojibwas,  108  ;  Sioux  and  Ottawas,  19. 
See  Commerce  and  Fur  trade. 

Trade-permits,  granted  by  governor,  110. 
See  Licenses. 

Traders,  at  Green  Bay,  80  ;  maltreat  In- 
dians, 70  ;  complaints  against,  451  ; 
unscrupulous  conduct,  462. 

Travel,  routes  of,  to  Northwest,  305. 

Treaties,  Algonqulns  and  Lociuois,  1  ; 
French  and  Indians,  11,  200.  216,  223, 
3 1:5,  340;  Ottawas  and  Iroquois,  12, 
62;  Ottawas  and  Sioux,  28;  WiuTiebn- 
goe.s  and  Ilurons,  1,  2  ;  Uyswlck 
(1G97),  178;  Utrecht,  202,  29«i.  317: 
cited,  316. 

Trocs.  split  by  cold,  197. 

Trempealeau,  Wis.,  I'errot'a  fort  near, 
154. 

Tripe,  do  rochc   (rock  tripe),  described, 

24  ;  as  food,  SO. 
Trout,  size,  354. 

Tsonnontouan,  00,  134,  140.  See  Sonecns, 

and  Sonnontouaii. 
Tullle,  France.  Runa  of.  401. 
Turkey,  wild.  366;  described,  69. 


Turner,  A.  J.,  antiquarian,  cited,  42. 
Tuscaroras,  IiO(jUois  tribe,  history,  315; 

join  Iroquois,  321. 
Twine,  for  nets,  124  ;  prices,  401,  404. 

U.  S.  BuKKAU  OF  Ethnology^  Reports, 

cited,  9,  40,  194,  367,  370. 
U.  -S'.  CatJiolic  Ili^itovical  Ma<jaz:»e,  cited, 

66. 

U.  S.  Geographical  and  Geological  Sur- 
vey, publications,  cited,  194. 

U.  S.  National  museum,  litport,  cited, 
43. 

Upper  Nations,  201,  220,  432.  See  Al- 
gonkius. 

Utensils,  sliells,  67  ;  of  bark,  72. 
Utica,  La  Salle  county,  lil.,  96,  100. 

V.viLL.vxT  de  Gueslis,  Franc^ois,  Jesuit,  in 
Iroquois  mission,  131 ;  letter  to  Cad- 
illac. 206. 

Valloin.  Brother  — ,  at  Mackinac,  131. 

Varlet,  Dominique  ISIarie,  French  priest, 
missionary  to  Illinois,  374  ;  .sketch, 
374. 

Vaudreuil  ( Veaudreuil) ,  Philippe  de  Rl- 
gault,  marquis  de,  govenior  of  New 
France.  232,  259,  261.  300-302.  346, 
386,  387.  391,  392,  398,  427,  445,  447, 
449  ;  king's  instructions  to.  230  ;  offi- 
cial conduct,  242-248  ;  censured  by 
I'^rench  government,  229-232  ;  accusa- 
tions against,  245,  246,  259.  262,  433  ; 
rei)roached  by  savages.  321  ;  restrains 
Abenakis,  432  ;  policy  towards  Foxes, 
298-307;  pl:ins  for  exi)edition  against 
tliem,  3LS  ;  confers  with  l\>x  envoys, 
378.  379  ;  restrains  Iro(iuois,  241  ;  re- 
port of  his  conference  with  Indian  en- 
voys, 22L227;  goes  to  France.  320, 
320:  sketch,  220:  letters  by.  220.  221, 
240  -242.  2  to.  250,  203-265,  208-300, 
303  307.  341  345.  377-383.  392-400, 
428-431.  433-144  ;  cited.  241,  385- 
3S7.  391.  422  4  26.  443.  403. 

Vaudreuil.  Rluie.  de.  her  rel.itivcs.  231. 

Vensn.  n  Metclilgnniln.  cnptw.v.l  bf 
Foxes.  454. 

Vermillion.  370:  u.sed  paint.  4L  300, 
367  ;  prices.  288.  402,  403.  400.  Soe 
also  Taint. 

Verwyst.  riirysostom.  Minaionory  La- 
hore, cited.  32.  39.  42 

Village,  the  socI.mI  unit  of  New  Franv-v. 
350. 

Vill(\  .lenn  Marie  do.  Jesuit,  mission- 
ary lo  the  Illinois.  311;  cited.  303. 
317.  318.  325. 
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Villedoiine  (Vildouue),  —  de,  com- 
mandant at  St.  Joseph,  445-450,  45(3  ; 
letter,  448,  449. 

Villemarie  ("city  of  Mary"),  origin  of 
name,  125.    See  ilontreal. 

\illiers,  —  de,  commaudaut  at  St.  Jo- 
seph river,  extraordinary  expenses 
repaid,  470. 

Villiers,  Louis  Coulon  de,  sketch,  38G. 

Villiers,  Neyon  de,  sketch,  3S(3. 

Vincennes,  Frau(jois  Morgane,  sieur  de, 
founder  of  I'ost  Vincennes,  influence 
with  Indians,  443  ;  should  be  pro- 
moted, 444. 

Vincennes  (Vincenne,  Vinsenne),  Jean 
liapliste  Itissot,  sieur  de,  231,  2G8. 
302,  323,  325,  450  ;  despatched  to 
Quebec,  2G7  ;  at  Detroit,  270,  283— at 
siege  of,  204  ;  at  Maumee  river,  280  ; 
commended  by  Dubulsson,  287  ;  pun- 
ished for  contraba:nd  trading,  228, 
220,  231  ;  subdues  foxes,  204  ;  com- 
mandant among  Miamis,  300  ;  escorts 
them  to  Montreal.  377  ;  attempts  to 
pacify  Indians.  302,  304  ;  secures 
peace  between  the  Miamis  and  Illi- 
nois, 313  ;  pacifies  Ouiatanons,  436  ; 
death,  382 ;  sketch,  228 ;  cited,  317, 
325.  345. 

Virginia,  57,  325  ;  English  colony,  345. 

Voyageurs,  10,  179,  287,  333.  423,  426  ; 
hardships  of  their  life,  357  ;  food  pro- 
vided for.  302  :  plundered,  437,  438  ; 
act  as  militia,  IGO  ;  recalled,  173;  law- 
less, abandon  upper  country,  348,  349  ; 
illicit  traders.  388 ;  in  war  against 
Foxes,  209.  329-331,  330.  See  also 
Coureurs  de  bols. 


Wah.vsh.\  county,  Minn.,  18.3. 
Wal)ec()ukeasata,  an  Illinois,  burned  by 

Foxe.s,  400. 
WabecouplK(>tR,    an    Illinois,    burned  by 

Foxes.  400. 
Wachatechr'.  a  Vo\,  t  reaclnM-y.  4(50. 
Wages.  ()(  cancHMuen.  407. 
■WnUandapi  (Ouac  (utapal,  Wahkauf  apeK 

her<Mlllnry  Slon;\n  ai)pellat ion  of  chief. 

187. 

Wnh]>etons    (Ouaepel  nas ) .   Santei'  bnnd. 
193.  191. 

Wnist  cldlbs.     how    made.     371.     372  ; 

price,  400.     See  nreech-eloutH. 
Walnuts,  v.lld,  309;  at  Detroit.  129. 
Wampum,    ns    oi-nnment.    2S1  ;  bend-^. 

woven  Into  a  belt.  161.     Sei>  HoHds, 

Porcelain,  and  Fresonts. 
War  (  lubs.   40,   43,   145.   AU.   445,  449. 

159.  46  t. 


I  Wars  :  Iro(iuols  and  Illinois,  13  ;  Iro- 
ciuoi.-*  aad  French,  14;  Ottuwas  and 
Iro(juois,  11,  12  ;  Sioux  and  Ultawas, 
]5-17;  Sioux  and  llurons,  l.J-10  ; 
Sioux  and  Northern  tribes,  20;  among 
^V'isconsin  Indians,  3-6;  tribes  near 
Lake  Superior,  114  ;  French  and  Eng- 
lish, 224-227  ;  Fox  plan  for,  306,  307. 

Waseganensa,  an  Illinois,  burned  by 
Foxes,  4 GO. 

Watermelons,  raised  by  'Indians,  354, 
303.  307. 

Waupaca  county.  Wis.,  39. 

Wav.aiation,  152.  161.    See  Ouiatanons. 

V.'azi-Kute  ((Juasicoutetons),  Santee 
band,  193,  194. 

Woas,  152.    See  Ouiatanons. 

Western  Sea,  route  to,  91,  40S,  441. 

Wheat,  124  ;  raised  by  Indians,  368, 
374  ;  sown  in  autumn,  374. 

Whife/ish,  370;  described.  354:  finest, 
in  St.  Mary's  river.  26;  taken  by  In- 
dians. 8  ;  cooked  with  cornmeal.  .-,55. 

Wihunak,  Fottawattomie  chief.  301.  See 
Oulamex. 

Wildcat,  305.     See  Cat,  wild. 

Wine,  prices,  403. 

Winnebago  county,  Wis.,  42;  beauty.  81. 

Winnebagoes  ( Ovenibigoutz.  Puints). 
Siouan  tribe,  41,  GG-68.  95  :  etymol- 
ogy of  name.  3;  location,  1,  2.  60, 
1S1.  409.  411.  412.  434;  popnlnMon. 
7.  289.  371;  Ianguag.s  412:  charac- 
ter. 4.  7.  412.  414;  agility.  41 C  ;  clean- 
est among  savages.  360 :  n  powerful 
tribe.  4  :  dependent  on  French.  7 ; 
tralt.s  of  their  women,  7  ;  ninke  pence 
with  Ilurons.  1.  2:  tlu^ir  chief 
thwarts  Fox  conspiracy,  i  154  ;  al- 
lies of  Foxes.  464.  467;  hostilities 
with  Ojibwns.  340.  444  ;  attack  Sious. 
181:  defeated  by  Tlllnols.  411.  412; 
•tesults  with.  66:  chief  friendly  to 
I'rench.  158;  depopulated.  66:  early 
I'.isfo.y.   I  7.     See  .nl.so  PunntR. 

Wlnniiieir  (OulnipeizK  elytnolocy  of 
name.  3 

Wl^conshi.  15.  r.5,  .84,  87.  Pt.  9.'..  07- 
99.  113,  146,  36(>:  rllmnto.  22: 
!>e;iu'y  «if  ea-^lei-n  .'ind  s-Mif Ihth  parts. 
(09.  Ill:  Indinn  tribev;  In.  2.  SO  : 
M -oirt  vl-lts,  1  3  :  irulis-jon  and 
(;r(>seillier<  visK.  'JO.  -Jl  .  Frenc1»  forfn 
in.  10:  Iltirons  llee  tiv  17.  22.  23: 
Irodu.ii.-^  riM  Into.  10  i:'..  13*2:  pos- 
session taken  by  Fra»u*p.  346. 

W itron^iii  tf ifttoiirni  Cnftrrtion^.  rltP«1. 
1.  10.  19.  21.  79,  141.  l.M.  ir»4.  101. 
•.•2S.  34  1.  380.  ."^86,  463.  472 

WItcberntt.  missionaries  noonsed  of.  101. 
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Women,  burned  at  stake,  239,  272.  See 

also  Indian  women. 
Wool,  of  buffalo,  spun  by  Indians,  374. 
Wyandots,  various  names,  77  ;  near  Che- 

quamegqn,  GO  ;  at  Lake  Superior,  77. 


Yanktons,  Dakotan  band,  189,  194. 
Yellow  fever,  at  Mobile,  165. 
Yoais,  459.    See  lowas. 
Ytay^s,  444,    See  Ottawas. 
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